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Crowd pleasers 
return for 
another year
By Sharon Stone
 This year will be the 51st annual 
St. John Applefest, one of the largest 
festivals in the tri-county area. The 
festival runs from Thursday, Sept. 
14 through Sunday, Sept. 17 on the 
grounds of St. John the Evangelical 
Catholic Church in Fenton.
 Festival hours on Thursday and 
Friday are 3 to 11 p.m. Saturday 
festival hours are from 10 a.m. to 11 
p.m. and Sunday festival hours are 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. The festival kicks off 
with a blessing at 3 p.m. on Thursday, 
Sept. 14.
 Miriam Sage, co-chair of the 
Applefest committee with her husband 
Ryan, said since the return of the 
traditional Applefest in 2022, post-
COVID for the 50th Anniversary, 

What to expect at the 51st Applefest?

See APPLEFEST on 21

The 51st annual St. John the Evangelist Catholic 
Church’s Applefest in Fenton is known for apple 
pies, apple desserts and the famous auction.

An employee of Skerbeck Family Carnival looks for the next 
prize to select for a player at the “Fishin’ Hole” at a past St. 
John Applefest. Submitted photos
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By Sharon Stone
 What would Applefest be without 
apples? Maybe just another fall festival.
 This will be the 51st anniversary of 
Applefest on the grounds of St. John the 
Evangelist Church in Fenton. This time 
of year coincides with the apple harvest 
so it is a natural combination.
 Pat Lockwood, finance chair of 
Applefest, and Miriam Sage, chair of 
Applefest with her husband Ryan, said 
Applefest pie makers use a mixture of 
Jonathan and Washington apples. 
 The Applefest committee purchased 
more than 100 bushels of apples from 
Spicer Orchards to prepare apple crisps 
and over 1,200 pies, including frozen 
pies.
 Those who think their apple pie reci-
pes and baking skills are the best can 
enter their pie in the Applefest judging, 
which will be held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, 
Sept. 17. Winning apple pies will be 

auctioned off to the highest bidders.
 In years past, some pies have fetched 
several thousand dollars from competi-
tive bidders. Proceeds benefit St. John 
Church and the many programs the 
Fenton church offers. How much will 
the winning pies go for this year?
 Lockwood said the apple order from 
Spicer Orchards was picked up Friday, 
Sept. 8. 
 A team of pie makers do all the bak-
ing for the pies, crisps and other treats 
for sale. 
 The pie making contest is a very 
popular tradition at Applefest. Lock-
wood said there are typically 16 or so 
pie makers that enter their favorite apple 
pie recipes and enter the contest. These 
pies will be judged Sunday afternoon. 
The winning pies are then auctioned off 
to the highest bidder. 

Apples are stars of the 
show at annual festival
From pies, crisps and other treats,  
attendees sure to find their favorites

These sliced apples are the main 
ingredient in the apple desserts that 
will be available at this year’s Applefest.

A team of apple pie makers peel, 
core and slice apples for Applefest 
pies. Submitted photos

Locally Owned & Family Operated
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ateamgutters@gmail.com5” & 6” Seamless Gutters 
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Get your running 
shoes ready

Several road races planned for 
Saturday of Applefest 2023

By Sharon Stone
 A major part of Applefest is the Road Race, which is Saturday, Sept. 
16. The 10K run begins at 8 a.m., followed by the 5K run at 8:15 a.m., 
5K walk at 8:15 a.m., 1-mile run at 9 a.m. and the ¼-mile kids fun run 
at 9:30 a.m. All races start and finish in front of the St. John Catholic 
Church on Adelaide Street and run throughout the Fenton area. The 
route is flat, fast and 100% paved roads.

 After the race, runners return to St. John’s for the 
award ceremony, pancake breakfast and Applefest. Race 

participants will receive a discount at the pancake 
breakfast.  

 Awards will be given to male and female top 
three finishers.  Top three finishers in each age 

group will receive a medal.  The 
Awards Ceremony will be held 
in the Entertainment Tent during 

the pancake breakfast at 10 a.m.

Sold out golf scramble 
starts annual festival
Family holds outing 
in memory of Ron 
Lockwood, proceeds 
go to Applefest

By Sharon Stone
 Mark your calendars so 
that you won’t miss one 
moment of the 51st St. John 
Applefest. The annual 
festival runs from Sept. 
14-17. 
 As a pre-festival event, 
the St. John Golf Outing in 
memory of Ron Lockwood 
was held Friday, Sept. 7 
at Coyote Preserve Golf 
Club. He died Nov. 5, 
2019. This golf outing started in 
August 2020, during the height of the 
pandemic since an outdoor activity 
was one of few activities deemed safe 

to participate in. It’s held to remember 
Ron Lockwood, Pat Lockwood’s late 
husband. Pat also is mayor pro tem of 
the city of Fenton.
 The Lockwoods have been longtime 
members of St. John the Evangelist 

Catholic Church and Ron 
loved to golf. Their entire 
family is involved with the 
golf outing and proceeds 
from the golf scramble go 
to Applefest.
 Lockwood said this 
was their fourth year of 
holding this outing. They 
had 36 teams. She said 
golfers were treated to tons 
of goodies at each of the 
holes thanks to generous 
sponsors. She said they 

had some really good auction items 
as well. 
 “We’ve had terrific support,” she 
said. 

Ron 
Lockwood

ORDER ONLINE

NEW & EVENTS 

810-788-8800 www.TheTavernKB.com

CATERING

Fallfest Party Tent 9/29-9/30
Live Entertainment  
Happy Hour Specials
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Dr. Bryan Johnson • Dr. Marvin Jabero
Dr. Matthew Pinsky • Dr. Andrew T. Meram

9880 E. Grand River • Brighton • 810-227-2626 
11525 Highland Rd • Hartland • 810-632-4545  

5885 South Main Street • Clarkston • 248-625-6252

4250 Pontiac Lake Rd • Waterford • 248-674-0303

“Your wisdom teeth and dental implant specialists!”

We’re Your  We’re Your  
Perfect Pick  Perfect Pick  

for  for  
Oral Surgery!Oral Surgery!

Dr. Matthew Pinsky

Dr. Andrew T. Meram

Dr. Bryan Johnson

Dr. Marvin Jabero

What would 
Applefest be without 
Fr. Harvey’s famous 
pot of chili?
By Sharon Stone
 It’s a big job and an important job — 
making chili, that is. However, it’s not 
just any chili, it is Fr. David Harvey’s 
famous recipe for “the Padre’s chili.” 
 Attendees of the annual St. John 
Applefest in Fenton can take comfort 
that they will have the opportunity to 
enjoy a bowl of hot chili, just as they 
have been since 1979. 
 Applefest kicks off with an opening 
blessing at 3 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 14.
 In 2017, Fr. Harvey turned over the 
reins and recipe of his famous chili. 
He’s still involved though since retiring 
from St. John the Evangelist Catholic 
Church in Fenton in 2013. 
 After taking over in 2017, John 
Starrs and Jack Topolinski are now 
co-chairs of the making “the Padre’s 
chili.” They work side by side with 
Fr. Harvey. 
 On Thursday, Sept. 7, the chili 
makers began their prep work, which 
included 18 bushels of tomatoes, 
onions and peppers. Starrs said they’ll 
scald the tomatoes, take the skins off 
and cook them to health department 
standards. Once they’re cooked, they 
cool them to begin the process of 
making the Padre’s chili. 
 Cooking the ground beef was done 
over the weekend and on Monday, the 
chili making team started combining 
all of the ingredients and seasonings 
to cook. Once cooked, the chili is put 
in the cooler. 
 Starrs estimates this batch made 
nearly 200 gallons of chili or more. He 
said last year they sold out. Chili can 
be bought and eaten at Applefest or it 
can be bought for take-out. 
 The Padre’s chili has been an 

'The Padre's Chili' back 
by popular demand

THE PADRE’S CHILI
INGREDIENTS
10 lbs. lean ground beef
10 cups diced onion
7 cups diced green pepper
1/3 cup sugar
1 bottle Worcestershire sauce
A scant 8 ounces of a cup of salt
1/3 to 1/4 cup black pepper
1, 8-ounce container tomato 

paste
5-7 quarts fresh stewed tomatoes
1 No. 10 can pinto beans
(equals six 15 oz. cans)
1½ cans No. 10 chili beans 

(equals nine 15 oz. cans)
A scant 8 ounces of chili powder 

(mixture of hot and medium)
5-6 bay leaves
(removed before serving)

PREPARATION:
Brown the meat first and drain the 
juices. Mix all other ingredients 
together and add to meat 
mixture. Cook for three hours.

Applefest favorite for years. “We don’t 
skimp on the chili,” Starrs said. All of 
the fresh produce for the chili comes 
from Starrs Lakeview Farm in Linden. 
Starrs Farm also supplies the chicken 
and sweet corn for Applefest dinners. 
 Starrs said he’s helped Fr. Harvey 
with chili making for 14 years but has 
gotten more involved in recent years. 
He said Topolinski has been very 
involved for the last five years. “He’s 
a critical partner,” he said. 
 After the chili is completely done 
and cooled, they’ll move it over to the 
walk-in coolers at the school and then 
the trailer cooler at Applefest and cook 
more as demand requires. 
 Since the beginning, the Padre’s chili 
recipe has not changed.
 Below is the famous recipe . . .

Jack Topolinski (left), Fr. David Harvey and John Starrs lead the chili-making 
committee for Applefest. Submitted photo
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ROCK-SOLID SUPPORT 
for St. John’s Applefest Tradition!

n Footings
n Walls
n Waterproofing
n Trenching 
n Foundation Repairs 
n Basement/Egress Windows
n Patios 

810-215-1500  •  Rock-Foundations.com
1090 Grant Street  •  Fenton 

STABILTY
starting at the bottom

RELIABILTY
that you can count on

QUALITY
foundations that will 
last for generations
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Miriam and Ryan 
Sage lead team of 
dedicated volunteers
By Sharon Stone
 To pull off one of the biggest fes-
tivals in the tri-county area, it takes 
a nearly endless number of active 
volunteers. 
 Preparing for the 51st annual Ap-
plefest, hosted by St. John the Evan-
gelical Catholic Church in Fenton, 
is no small feat. Once an Applefest 
is over, all aspects are reviewed and 
tweaked for the next year.
 There are committees for every-

thing and sometimes committees 
within committees. 

 This year’s co-chairs 
are Ryan and Miriam 

Sage. They have the 
responsibility of 
overseeing every-
thing. 
 Patricia Lock-
wood is the fi-
n a n c e  c h a i r 
overseeing ex-
penses and rev-
enue. Other Ap-

plefest committee 
members include 

the following:
 John Dasky’s com-

mittee is tasked with 
gathering gifts, marketing 

and working with the auto 
dealerships for the big prizes of 

vehicles.
 Susie Temple and Kim Heethuis’s 
committee is in charge of all food or-
ders, overseeing the food throughout 
the festival and doing whatever else 
needs to be done.
 Tom and Suzanne Danner are in 
charge of dinners ensuring every-
thing, including the food trucks, 
complies with the Genesee County 
Health Department. 
 Mike and Brianne Johnson’s com-
mittee is in charge of set-up and take-
down of tents, chairs, electricity and 
more. This has become an enormous 
job, Lockwood said. 
 After taking over in 2017, John 
Starrs and Jack Topolinski are now 
co-chairs of the making of “the Pa-

Applefest Committee
dre’s chili.” They work side by side 
with Fr. Harvey. 
 Lockwood said overall, the Apple-
fest committee is a “great commit-
tee.” 
 Many parishioners of St. John 
and students from St. John School 
volunteer their services to make for a 
well-run and fun festival that benefits 
St. John and the numerous events and 
organizations it helps.

Security set for Applefest
By Sharon Stone
 As in years past, the Applefest 
committee is again working with 
the Fenton Police Department with 
regards to safety and security at the 
51st annual St. John Applefest, which 
begins tomorrow, Thursday, Sept. 14.
 Patricia Lockwood, finance chair 

of the Applefest committee, said 
Fenton police will provide secu-
rity for festival-goers throughout 
the event.
 Fenton Police Chief Jeffrey 
Cross said the Fenton Police De-
partment will be on site to handle 
any situation that arises. 

400 S. Adelaide St. | Fenton | 810-629-0551
professionalinsurancemi.com

We strive to build long-lasting 
relationships with our clients, 

offering education, guidance and a 
full range of insurance solutions.

“Professional” isn’t just our name... 
it’s how we do business.

AUTO  •  HOME  •  LIFE  •  BUSINESS

Bob Reynolds

bob@professional
insurancemi.com

We proudly 
support  

St. John, Fenton
 & Applefest! 
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This 2023 St. John Applefest Schedule of Events is brought to you by these fine area merchants:

Denise R. Ketchmark
Attorney at Law
1116 S. Linden Rd.

Bldg E, Suite 14 • Flint, MI 48532
810-232-6096

www.fentonhomefurnishings.com 
1136 N. Leroy St. • Fenton • 810-629-0650

713 W. Silver Lake Rd.
Fenton

810-629-5995
gerychsdesign.com

Order your 
Homecoming Flowers!

“MAIL & SHIP” – “COPY & PRINT”

www.GoinPostalFenton.com 
1114 N. Leroy St. • Fenton • 810-208-7155

2033 S. Long Lake Rd. • Fenton
810-629-1293

khgaragedoor.com

K&H GARAGE DOORS

Inc.Inc.

1023 N. Bridge St. 
Linden

810-735-8822

500 Main St. Fenton

810-629-2533
temrowski

familyfuneral
home.com

810-208-0473810-750-5800

— Specializing in —
Commercial 
& Industrial 

Construction
810-629-3969

DERMATOLOGY MEDICAL CENTER 
OF MIchigan, PC

State-of-the-Art 
Dermatology Center

810-243-0707

810-629-8000

FENTON’S FENTON’S 
OPEN BOOKOPEN BOOK

5885 South Main Street • Clarkston • 248-625-6252
4250 Pontiac Lake Rd  • Waterford • 248-674-0303
  9880 E. Grand River • Brighton • 810-227-2626 
  11525 Highland Rd • Hartland • 810-632-4545 

810-629-7990

Silver Parkway • Fenton • 810-750-2920
store3351@theupsstore.com

612 W. Broad St. • Linden • 810-735-9481
1437 N. Leroy St. • Fenton • 810-750-0551

9051 Silver Lake Rd., Linden
 810-735-9487

FENTON KARATE
1366 N. Leroy St. • Fenton 

810-750-9800
FentonKarate.com

Rock-Foundations.com
810-215-1500

AL LIFSEY
3295 Silver Lake Rd. • Fenton

810-275-5980

PLATINUM
KC BARAN, PC

Attorney & Counselor
810-936-5211

508 W. Silver Lake Rd • Fenton

844-232-7740 
www.geneseehealthplan.org 235 N Leroy St, Suite A, Fenton

204 W. Broad St, Linden
810-735-72123600 Owen Rd, Fenton

TheTavernKB.com  • (810) 788-8800

William Bird
810.922.3563 

5406 Gateway Center Dr. 
Suite D, Flint

Bob Reynolds  |  810-629-0551
professionalinsurancemi.com

400 S. Adelaide St, Fenton

Bring your FAMILY
Bring your FRIENDS

Applefest is a blast!

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
CATHOLIC PARISH

State License No. R-64437.  Other information or tickets can be obtained 
from Parish Office 810-629-2251. ATM Available

RAFFLES
COST: 5 for $20 or $5 each. ONE BOOK OF TICKETS: $80

DRAWINGS: Held Sunday, September 17 at 5 p.m.

FIRST PRIZE
$12,000 CASH 

OR 

ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TWO-YEAR LEASES:

• Chevrolet Equinox from Vic Canever

• Subaru Legacy from Al Serra Subaru

• Buick Encore from Randy Wise Buick GMC

• Cadillac XT4 from LaFontaine Cadillac

• Jeep Compass from LaFontaine Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram

SECOND PRIZE
$1,500 Furniture Gift Certificate 

Donated by Fenton Home Furnishings

THIRD PRIZE
$1,000 Electronics Package 

Donated by Cislo Title Company

stjohnfenton.org/applefest

APPLEFEST

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH
FESTIVAL HOURS  |  3:00PM-11:00PM
3PM ...................Opening Blessing
3PM-11PM .........Carnival Rides, Food Trucks, Pizza, Elephant Ears,  

Apple Pies, Coffee & Donuts, Padre’s Chili
Children’s Games, Face Painting, Cake Walk

3PM-8PM ...........Treasures in the Tent
Raffle Tent

3PM-11PM .........Entertainment Tent  (Cover Charge Starts @ 7PM)
8PM-11PM .........Jon Fett Quartet  
Unfortunately the fireworks show for this year has been canceled.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH
FESTIVAL HOURS  |  3:00PM-11:00PM
3PM-11PM .........Carnival Rides, Food Trucks, Pizza, Elephant Ears,  

Apple Pies, Coffee & Donuts, Padre’s Chili
Children’s Games, Face Painting, Cake Walk

3PM-8PM ...........Treasures in the Tent
Raffle Tent

3PM-7PM ...........Farmer’s Market - crafters and other vendors
 4PM-7PM ...........Fish Dinner 
3PM-12AM .........Entertainment Tent  (Cover Charge Starts @ 7PM)
8PM-12AM .........After It All

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH
FESTIVAL HOURS | 10:00AM–11:00PM
8AM  ..................10K Road Race, 5K Walk & Run 
8:30-11AM .........Pancake Breakfast  
3PM-11PM .........Carnival Rides, Food Trucks, Pizza, Elephant Ears,  

Apple Pies, Coffee & Donuts, Padre’s Chili
Children’s Games, Face Painting, Cake Walk

3PM-8PM ...........Treasures in the Tent
Raffle Tent

10AM-7PM .........Farmer’s Market - crafters and other vendors
2PM-7PM ...........Chicken Dinner 

(Adults $13, Children 12 and under $8)
3PM-12AM .........Entertainment Tent (Cover Charge Starts @ 7PM)
8PM-12AM .........WestFall

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH
FESTIVAL HOURS  |  11:00AM-6:00PM
8:30-11AM .........Pancake Breakfast
3PM-11PM .........Carnival Rides, Food Trucks, Pizza, Elephant Ears,  

Apple Pies, Coffee & Donuts, Padre’s Chili
Children’s Games, Face Painting, Cake Walk

3PM-8PM ...........Treasures in the Tent
11AM - 5PM .......Farmer’s Market - crafters and other vendors
2PM ...................Apple Pie Judging and Auction
1-4PM ................Spaghetti Dinner
12-6PM ..............Entertainment Tent - Televised Game Day
5PM ...................Raffle Drawing

2023 SCHEDULE

SEPTEMBER 14-17, 2023

810.750.0440 
AbrahamPC.com
503 N. Leroy St, Fenton

ABRAHAM | LAW
0901129.1

More coverage.
Less spendage.

Discounts up to 
Get more. Spend less. It's that simple when you get car insurance  
from us. Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
*Discounts may vary by state.

40%

J Douglas Mercer Ins Agcy Inc
Doug Mercer, Agent
2813 Silver Lake Road
Fenton, MI  48430
Bus: 810-714-0370

More coverage.
Less spendage.

 Doug Mercer, Agent
2813 Silver Lake Rd, Fenton

810.714.0370
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Discounts up to 
Get more. Spend less. It's that simple when you get car insurance  
from us. Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
*Discounts may vary by state.

40%

J Douglas Mercer Ins Agcy Inc
Doug Mercer, Agent
2813 Silver Lake Road
Fenton, MI  48430
Bus: 810-714-0370

More coverage.
Less spendage.

 Doug Mercer, Agent
2813 Silver Lake Rd, Fenton

810.714.0370
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Treasures 
in the Tent
Large tent sale filled 
with wide assortment of 
items, big selection of 
used books
By Sharon Stone
 Countless items are available for 
purchase at Treasures in a Tent, includ-
ing a large selection of used books. 
 Applefest Finance Chair Pat Lock-
wood and Applefest Committee Co-
Chair Miriam Sage said this sale 
of donated items is one of the most 
successful fundraising activities of 
Applefest. 
 They said in the past, they’ve raised 
as much as $17,000 from the “garage 
sale” held this year in the Treasures in 
the Tent.
 Lockwood said Laura Starrs runs the 
Treasues in the Tent, which was set up 
last week. Last Thursday, Lockwood 
said, “It’s really getting full. It’s really 
looking good.”
 The Treasures in the Tent will un-
doubtedly be a place where families 
can peruse the items for sale and look 
for things the kids might be able to use 
for school.
 Treasures in the Tent will be open 
3 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 14 and 
Friday, Sept. 15; 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, Sept. 16 and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, Sept. 17.

By Sharon Stone
 With the food options at this year’s 
Applefest, it’s highly unlikely that 
you would leave hungry. From 
traditional carnival food, to chili, 
doughnuts, pancakes, chicken, fish 
and a variety of food truck choices, 
there’s something for everyone. 

 The ever-popular Happy Apple 
Tent, “the Padre’s Chili” and 
Elephant Ears prepared by the 
parishioners also will be returning 
for another Applefest.
 Attendees will have fish, chicken 
and spaghetti dinners from which to 
choose in the dinner tent.

 On Friday, fish dinners served 
by the Knights of Columbus will be 
available from 4 to 7 p.m.
 On Saturday, chicken dinners 
served by the John Starrs family will 
be available from 2 to 7 p.m. Starrs 
Farm provides the chicken as well 
as all of the fresh produce used in 

“the Padre’s chili.”
 On Sunday, spaghetti dinners 
served by members of the Faricy, 
Dockins and Carpenter families will 
be available from 1 to 4 p.m.
 Food trucks will be on site 
again with a nice selection of 
menu items. 

You won't leave hungry at this year's Applefest

Privately owned & operated

DERMATOLOGY MEDICAL CENTER OF MIchigan, PC
State-of-the-Art Dermatology Center

2545 W. Silver Lake Rd. Ste. 2, Fenton

COMPREHENSIVE CARE 
FOR PATIENTS OF 

ALL AGES
Specializing in the diagnosis, 

treatment, and management of 
conditions of the Skin, 

Hair and Nails

Nedil A. Antonini, MD
Board Certified

Fellow of the American Academy of Dermatology
— 20+ Years Experience —

Rapid Care Clinic Available
for single skin issues

Call 810-243-0707Call 810-243-0707
www.dermcentermi.comwww.dermcentermi.com

ACCEPTING MOST INSURANCES

The area’s only in-house 
SRT machine for NON-SURGICAL 

treatment of skin cancers and keloids

NO CUTTING • NO SCARRING • NO PAIN
(Covered by most insurances)

Time for your annual
skin cancer body scan and 
back to school check ups!

Call 
about our 

END OF SUMMER 
CHEMICAL PEEL 

DEALS!
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By Sharon Stone
 Last year for the 50th anniversary 
of Applefest, Ronny Medawar, owner 
of Medawar Jewelers, sponsored an 
Applefest commemorative lapel pin 
that was sold to raise funds for St. 
John the Evangelical Catholic Church 
in Fenton.
 The 500 pins last year were popular 
and sold out quickly. They were 
designed and created by Chelsea Mills, 
owner of Behind Your Design.
 Applefest Finance Chair Patricia 
Lockwood said this year’s collectible 
lapel pins will surely be a hit again, 
especially for people who collect 
unique treasures. They will be sold 
for $5 each. 
 The 51st Applefest lapel pins were 
designed and made by Mills and 
Medawar sponsored them.
 “Behind Your Design is honored 
to have been selected to design the 
commemorative pins for Applefest 
again in 2023,” Mills said. “It is 
a fantastic opportunity to create a 
special keepsake for our community. 

Chelsea Mills, owner of Behind 
Your Design, holds a 2023 St. John 
Applefest commemorative lapel pin 
that she designed and made. The 
pins will be sold during this year’s 
Applefest for $5. Medawar Jewelers 
sponsored the pins.

Applefest lapel pins to be sold again

Combined efforts by Behind Your 
Design and Medawar Jewelers has 
provided unique, collectible pins for 
St. John Applefest.

Working with clients I’ve known for 
many years, like Ronny Medawar and 
Pat Lockwood, is a lot of fun because 
I have a strong understanding of their 
ideas and am able to bring them to life. 
 “This collaboration results in a 
fantastic design every year which 
community members will be able to 
cherish for years to come.”

Doug is simply a great asset to 
the customer. Offers the best 

insurance solutions and always 
reachable when needed.

- Jack C.

0901129.1

More coverage.
Less spendage.

Discounts up to 
Get more. Spend less. It's that simple when you get car insurance  
from us. Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
*Discounts may vary by state.

40%

J Douglas Mercer Ins Agcy Inc
Doug Mercer, Agent
2813 Silver Lake Road
Fenton, MI  48430
Bus: 810-714-0370

More coverage.
Less spendage.

0901129.1

More coverage.
Less spendage.

Discounts up to 
Get more. Spend less. It's that simple when you get car insurance  
from us. Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
*Discounts may vary by state.

40%

J Douglas Mercer Ins Agcy Inc
Doug Mercer, Agent
2813 Silver Lake Road
Fenton, MI  48430
Bus: 810-714-0370

More coverage.
Less spendage.

J. Douglas Mercer 
Insurance Agency, Inc

Doug Mercer, Agent
2813 Silver Lake Rd, Fenton
810.714.0370

Experience our
Top-rated Service!

Doug and his staff are very on top of 
their customer service. Any questions 
you have they are answered promptly 
and up front with what exactly you get 

out of your policy.
- Ray L

I have absolutely LOVED working with 
Doug and his staff over the last few 
years. Very personable & attentive! 

I recommend their office to everyone.
- Jen B.

Providing large firm
services with personal
hometown attention,

Abraham|Law  is the right 
fit for your  legal needs.

Over 70 YEARS  of combined experience!

503 N. Leroy Street, Fenton

  810.750.0440                    AbrahamPC.com

ESTATE PLANNING  • WILLS & TRUSTS 
POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

BUSINESS LAW & TRANSACTIONS • CONTRACTS 
CORPORATIONS & LLCS • INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

PROBATE & ESTATES  •  REAL ESTATE LAW

ABRAHAM | LAW
Professional  •  Trustworthy  •  Efficient

FREE INITIAL 
CONSULTATION
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Book your complimentary 
custom portfolio review today!  
Call 810.922.3563
 

UNLOCK 
FINANCIAL SUCCESS
with personalized strategies

William Bird
Managing Director | Investments
Financial Advisor

810.922.3563 
5406 Gateway Center Drive, Suite D
Flint, MI 48507
william.bird@wfadvisors.com
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The midway returns with tons of fun for the entire family at the 2023 St. John 
the Evangelist Catholic Church’s Applefest beginning Thursday, Sept. 14. 
Submitted photo

Applefest has many features returning 
for the 51st anniversary.
 The ever-popular Happy Apple 
Tent, Padre’s Chili and Elephant Ears 
prepared by the parishioners also will 
be returning for another Applefest.
 Attendees will have fish, chicken 
and spaghetti dinners from which to 
choose.
 On Friday, fish dinners served 
by the Knights of Columbus will be 
available from 4 to 7 p.m.
 On Saturday, chicken dinners 
served by the John Starrs family will 
be available from 2 to 7 p.m.
 On Sunday, spaghetti dinners 
served by members of the Faricy, 
Dockins and Carpenter families will 
be available from 1 to 4 p.m.
 Food trucks also will be on site 
again. Uncle Ray’s Dairy Land will 
also be serving delicious treats.
 The Road Race on Saturday, 
Sept. starts at 8 a.m. The races will 
be followed by a Pancake Breakfast, 
which is also held on Sunday.
 The Entertainment Tent features 
live music at night. A $5 cover charge 
begins at 7 p.m. On Thursday, the Jon 
Fett Quartet plays from 8 to 11 p.m. 
On Friday, the band After It All plays 
from 8 p.m. to midnight. On Saturday, 
the band WestFall plays from 8 p.m. 
to midnight. 
 College and NFL football games will 
be televised in the entertainment tent.
 Children’s Games include face 
painting and the popular Cake Walk.
 Be sure to check out all of the 
donated prizes in the Raffle Tent all 
weekend. The raffle drawing will be 
held at 5 p.m. on Sunday at 5 p.m.
 Treasures in the Tent also known 
as Attic Treasures is filled with a 
variety of items for every age. They 
have a substantial number of used 
books, as well as small appliances and 
more. Hours of Treasures in the Tent 
on Thursday and Friday are 3 to 8 p.m., 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 The Applefest Farmer’s Market 
will feature crafters and vendors. 
Friday hours are 3 to 7 p.m., Saturday 
hours are 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sunday 
hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 The Apple Pie Judging and Auction 
beings at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 17. 

APPLEFEST
Continued from Page 9

This aerial photograph of St. John’s Applefest in Fenton by Skerbeck Family 
Carnival shows the expansive layout of the annual festival. Submitted photo

All of the traditional Applefest features, including a craft bazaar and farmers 
market, await guests at Applefest 2023. Times file photo

CARNIVAL RIDES
 Carnival rides will be provided by 
Skerbeck Entertainment. According to 
Skerbeck.com, Skerbeck Entertainment 
Group takes its safety program and 
responsibilities as a carnival midway 
provider seriously.
 Policies, guidelines, and procedures 
have been designed to assure business 
is conducted in a manner that provides 
a safe environment for customers and 
workers. The safety program consists 
of four key elements — equipment 
inspections, equipment maintenance, 
employee training, and customer 
education.

EQUIPMENT INSPECTIONS
 Ride inspections occur every day 
prior to opening by two different 
in-house state licensed inspectors. 
In addition, third-party consultants 
inspect and perform non-destructive 
testing of equipment on an annual 
basis. Skerbeck is also inspected and 
licensed by state officials allowing the 
company to operate in Michigan and 
Indiana. Each state has mandated safety 
inspection codes per state legislation.

EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE
 Skerbeck believes that a robust 
preventative maintenance schedule for 
rides is an important component of safe 
equipment operation. Manufacturers’ 
scheduled maintenance procedures are 
performed. 

EMPLOYEE TRAINING
 Safety coordinators receive 
technical qualifications through 
training sponsored by the National 
Association of Amusement Ride Safety 
Officials (NAARSO) and Amusement 
Industry Manufacturers and Suppliers 
International (AIMS). 

CUSTOMER EDUCATION 
HEIGHT SIGNAGE
 Skerbeck utilizes professional 
signs at each ticket box as well as at 
each ride to communicate height and 
weight requirements. It is important 
for customers to understand that the 
ride manufacturers and insurance 
companies establish the height and 
weight requirements in order to ensure 
the safety of midway customers, 
children in particular.
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Who’s performing, 
schedule, costs
By Sharon Stone
 A popular feature of St. John’s 
Applefest is the Entertainment Tent.
 The Entertainment Tent features live 
music and adult beverages. A $5 cover 
charge begins at 7 p.m. 

Entertainment Tent
LIVE MUSIC SCHEDULE
 On Thursday, the band Jon Fett 
Quartet will play from 8 to 11 p.m. 
 On Friday, the band After It All plays 
from 8 p.m. to midnight. 
 On Saturday, the band WestFall 
plays from 8 p.m. to midnight. 
 Beverages are available from John 
P O’Sullivan Distributing, Inc. and 
Pepsi. Water donations are provided 
by Beauchamp Water Treatment 
Solutions.

111 ½ S. Walnut Street  •  Fenton  •  810-629-3969
www.bren-marconstruction.com

 We proudly support St. John parish. 

Have fun at 
Applefest!

— Specializing in —
Commercial & Industrial Construction
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Applefest fun

Additional Offerings:
• FREE ice cream
• Gas card drawing 
• Back-to-school giveaways for kids 
• Health care enrollment resources
• ASL interpreters will be provided

NALOXONE (NARCAN) BASIC TRAINING:
Will show individuals how to identify an opioid 
overdose and safely administer the reversal drug, 
Naloxone. Free Naloxone Kits with training.
Provided by Genesee Community Health Center.

844-232-7740 
Visit www.geneseehealthplan.org

 for more information.

FRIDAY  •  SEPTEMBER  22  •  3-6 PM   
2171 S. Linden Road, Flint

CLOTHING GIVEAWAY
FREE Adult and children’s clothing 

closet at event provided by R.L. Jones 
Community Outreach Center.

EVENT PARTNERS

SCAN ME

An apple a day keeps the doctor away, 
VACCINES keep viruses at bay!

DRIVE THRU 
VACCINE EVENT!
Flu, COVID-19 and 
other  vaccines 

available

We pride ourselves on being family 
oriented and welcoming each 

resident into our hearts.

9051 Silver Lake Rd • Linden 
810.735.9487

A Long Term Care Facility 
Offering  

Senior Rehabilitation Care
 • Skilled Nursing Services 

• Long Term Care 
• Basic Nursing Care

• Respite Care 
Medicare & Medicaid Certified
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3324 Owen Road •  Fenton • 810-750-5800
Monday-Thursday 11am-11pm  •  Friday & Saturday 11am-midnight  •  Sunday 11am-10pm

3251 Owen Road • Fenton • 810-750-2234
Sunday-Thursday 7am-9pm  •  Friday and Saturday 7am-10pm

 
s

BREAKFAST HEADQUARTERS

Come dine with us during 
A ppl ef est !


