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Tips to catch up on
retirement savings

One need not look long or
far to be reminded of the im-
portance of saving for retire-
ment. Indeed, it’s hard to go
a single day without encoun-
tering roadside billboards,
television and streaming
service advertisements, and/
or promotional emails tout-
ing the retirement planning
services offered by an assort-
ment of investment firms.

If those ads seem ubiqui-
tous, it’s for good reason,
as saving for retirement is
among the most important
steps individuals can take
as they look to ensure their
long-term financial security.

cepted significance of re-
tirement planning, studies
indicate that many people
are behind on saving and
aware that they’re behind.
According to a recent survey
from the online financial
resource Bankrate, 55% of
respondents indicated they
are behind on their retire-
ment saving. In addition, a
Gallup poll released in May
2023 indicated that just 43%
of nonretirees think they will
have enough money to live
comfortably in retirement.
The good news for indi-
viduals who are behind or
concerned about their finan-

Understanding the distinctions between wills and trusts can help
people as they begin estate planning.

Explaining wills and trusts

ESTATE PLANNING IS
AN IMPORTANT PART OF
MANAGING ONE’S FINANCES

It’s never too early for adults to
think about estate planning. Estate

may have to go to court to contest
guardianship if parents do not
dictate who they want to serve as
guardians in their wills.

What is a trust?

planning is an important part of
money management. While it’s
easy to think of estate planning
as just a way to dictate how your
assets are allocated after your
death, estate planning also can
protect people and their money
should accidents or injury make
them incapable of managing their
finances on their own.

Some familiar terms may come
up when people begin planning
how they hope to transfer their
assets. Two more common terms
are wills and trusts. Understanding
the distinctions between the two
can help people as they begin
estate planning.

What is a will?

Wills are legally enforceable
documents that dictate how people
want their affairs handled and
assets allocated in the wake of
their deaths.

Wills should include a host of
information, including who a person
wants to assume guardianship of
their minor-aged children should
they pass away. This is especially
important information to include
in a will, as surviving relatives

Atrust is a relationship in
which another party is given
authority to handle a person’s
assets for the benefit of that
person’s beneficiaries. When
making a trust, a person will
need to designate someone as a
trustee, who will be tasked with
distributing assets in accordance to
the terms dictated in the trust.

There are many types of trusts,
and working with an attorney who
specializes in estate planning can
help men and women determine
which type of trust, if any, is best
for them.

Is it better to have a will or a
trust?

Both wills and trusts can be
useful when estate planning.

In fact, wills are often used to
establish trusts, and many people
have both a will and a trust.

Estate planning is an important
part of managing one’s finances. A
qualified attorney who specializes
in estate planning can help people
write their wills and, if necessary,
establish trusts that can help
surviving loved ones in the wake
of their death.

Source: Creative Metro Connection

Despite the widely ac-

|
::) i::

<

See SAVINGS on Page 27

YOUR LIFE.

YOUR LEGACY.

Estate Planning
& Elder Law

Wills ¢ Trusts ¢« Probate

BRANCHEAU

LAW FIRM

BrancheauLaw.com

FREE

Estate Planning
Consultation
with this ad

(8300 value)

Stacey N. Brancheau
CFP*,CTFA
— Attorney at Law —
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FUNERAL HOMES

Peace of Mind Begins Today

Protect your family from emotional and financial burdens by making your final
arrangements in advance. Advance planning is a simple process. Give us a call
at (810) 239-8800 or scan the code to learn more about pre-planning.

810-239-8800

sharpfuneralhomes.com

Swartz Creek | Grand Blanc | Linden | Fenton
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YOUR FUNERAL DIRECTOR
WILL BE YOUR BEST GUIDE FOR
AVAILABLE OPTIONS

The term *“green funeral” refers
to ceremony, service, and body dis-
position that focuses on preserva-
tion of the earth.

Many of those who live “green”
also wish to end “green.” Just as liv-
ing green is carried out in different
ways and with many choices, there
are also many different methods of
having a green funeral.

Your funeral director is your best
guide to the green funeral options
available in your geographic area.

For one person, living green
may mean passing on the offer of a
plastic straw. For others, green may
mean living off the grid and bicy-
cling to work. One can be all in, or
just a little green.

Funerals also can be greenish or
very green.

If you are motivated to pursue a
green goodbye, you will be pleased
to know that your choice will not
require that you give up any of the
healing aspects of a funeral service.
Service, gathering, and viewing the
body can all be included in a green
funeral.

Funeral directors have access to
environmentally friendly embalm-
ing chemicals. If your family pre-
fers to have the body present for
the funeral service, that can be ac-
complished. Should a private fam-
ily viewing be more in line with
your green funeral plans, the body
can be simply prepared without
embalming to make that experience
possible for family members.

Green cemeteries or green areas in
traditional cemeteries usually do not
require a burial vault or grave liner.
The body is shrouded and placed
directly in the earth or placed in a

a green funeral?

biodegradable container, which is
buried. Those who opt for a green
burial do so because disruption to the
earth is minimized. No harsh chemi-
cals from embalming, no treated
wood or metal casket, and no metals
or concrete from a grave liner are in-
troduced in the grave space.

There also are many different
green options when it comes to the
final resting place for cremated re-
mains. Cremated remains can be
incorporated into objects that become
family heirlooms or they can become
part of an underwater reef. There is
a nearly unlimited number of earth-
friendly alternatives for what to do
with cremated remains.

When making funeral
arrangements, tell your funeral
director that green is important to
you, and ask for help in finding
service providers that support your
values.

ROGER L. SHARP

SHARP FUNERAL HOMES
FOUNDER AND CEO

Roger L. Sharp is the CEO and co-owner
of Sharp Funeral Homes alongside his
children and son-in-law. He established
Sharp Funeral Homes in 1971, which
now serves families through its locations
in Flint, Swariz Creek, Fenton and
Linden. Roger is a graduate of Ferris
State College and California College of
Mortuary Science, as well as a proud
veteran of the U.S. Army. He is a member
of the county, state, and national Funeral
Directors Associations.

* Rollover IRAs

Serving Holly and surrounding

 Retirement Planning
 Asset Management

248-634-7720

115 Battle Alley e
www.rhigroup.us

Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge Investment Research Advisors, Inc.,
a Registered Investment Advisor. Cambridge and RHL Group are not affiliated.

areas for over 35 years

Randy I. Redmond

Downtown Holly

We pride ourselves on bet'n3 fami{g oriented and
welcoming each resident into our hearts.

SINCE 1964

A Long Term Care Facility Offering

Senior Rehabilitation Care

Skilled Nursing Services  Long Term Care « Basic Nursing Care
Respite Care © Medicare & Medicaid Certified

9051 Silver Lake Rd ¢ Linden
810.735.9487
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Sweet suite renovations

IDEAS TO CREATE LUXURY
SPACES FOR RELAXING,
READING, BATHING AND MORE

An owner’s suite is a sanctuary
for homeowners. It’s a place
where adults can retreat, relax
and unwind after a busy day. It’s
expected that a bed and some other

furniture will take up residence in

a standard bedroom, but certain
elements can help homeowners
create stunning spaces.

While the largest bedroom
in the home typically is dubbed
the “owner’s suite,” it cannot be
classified as a suite unless there is

an adjoining bathroom. An owner’s

NEVER BUY
HEARING
AIDS AGAIN!

Leasing starting

at $90/mo

FREE hearing screening

FREE Video Otoscopic exam.
It may just be wax!

FREE charger with eligible purchase

FREE minor repairs and cleaning.

QProfessionaI
Hearing Clinic

Don’t Miss a Sound!

Jd x

Rechargeaple
€aring ajds tha¢

Connect directly
toyour 1y

Retired auto workers,
state emploYees /retirees
may be eligible for...

2 NO-COST
. HEARING AIDS

Call today to see if you qualify!

DIGITAL
HEARING AIDS

E starting at
. 795

Limit 5 per person

' BATTERY PACKS!

18 Months same as cash available!

810-433-4575

Hours by appointment
2545 W. Silver Lake Rd. | Fenton

professionalhearingclinic.com

Independently owned / Independently operated

suite also may have many more
unique features that individuals may
want to incorporate into a remodel.
Here are some ideas to consider.
Upgraded closet

Those who will be overhauling
the walls and layout of the bedroom
can configure the space to make
room for a serious closet overhaul.
A spacious, walk-in closet that has
built-in shelves, drawers and rods
can improve the functionality of the
bedroom. Draw dividers and other
components also can optimize space.
Sitting area

In large suites, homeowners may
have the potential to set up a sitting
area in one portion of the room away
from the bed. This area can have a
sofa, chairs, chaise, or other furniture
and make for an ideal spot to read
and lounge. Some people also enjoy
having a television adjacent to the
sitting area so they can watch a show
in the privacy of the bedroom.
Fireplace

Fireplaces add a unique ambiance
to bedrooms and make for cozy
spaces in which to cuddle up. While
a traditional, roaring wood fire is one
option, there is much less mess and
fuss with a gas fireplace. Some gas
fireplaces may not even have to be
vented, and they can be turned on
with the flip of a switch.

Private patio or balcony

Owners who want to go the extra
mile in owner’s suite renovations
can incorporate outdoor spaces into
the plans. Many homes are now
being built with owner’s suites
on the first floor, facilitating the
possibility of aging in place at home.
With this layout, the bedroom can be
opened up to the outdoors by way
of a sliding door or French doors.
Decking or a patio can be outside of
the room, or even a covered space
similar to a Florida room. Those
with second-floor suites may want
to consider a small deck or balcony
where bistro seating can be placed.
Luxury bath

Owners can turn the en suite
bathroom into something out of a
spa. A steam shower; heated floors;
separate area for the toilet, closed off
from the rest of the bathroom; and
dual vanities and sinks can make
this a place that screams luxury
and comfort. Do not forget dimmer
switches for lighting, and even the
inclusion of some new aromatherapy
technology for increasing the
potential for relaxation.

Many different features can
improve the functionality and luxury
of an owner’s sulite.

Source: Creative Metro Connection

An owner’s suite may have many unique features that individuals may
want to incorporate into a remodel.
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DERMATOLOGY MEDICAL GENTER OF MICHIGAN, PG

State-of-the-Art Dermatology Center

2545 W. Silver Lake Rd. Ste. 2, Fenton
Privately owned & operated

Ask
about our

skin care products,
chemical peels,
skin resurfacing &
laser hair
removal

COMPREHENSIVE CARE
FOR PATIENTS OF
ALL AGES
Specializing in the diagnosis,
treatment, and management of

conditions of the Skin,
Hair and Nails

Rapid Care Clinic Available
for single skin issues

Call 810-243-0707
www.dermcentermi.com

ACCEPTING MOST INSURANCES

We offer patch testing for
SKIN ALLERGIES

The area’s only in-house
SRT machine for NON-SURGICAL
treatment of skin cancers and keloids

NO GUTTING » NO SCARRING « NO PAIN

(Covered by most insurances)

545 &

o NEDIL A. ANTONINI, MD

WILNIAISIH .

Board Certified

10 asudiaug 0gp0 L .

264 1Ied Fellow of the American Academy
89081

1IN 50 [ehoy ofDermatol()gy

aivd ‘ >
39v1S0d 'S’ — 20+ Years Experience —

dls 1sdd
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TO CELEBRATE THE GRAND OPENING OF OUR 2'° LOCATION =
IN CLINTON TOWNSHIP, WE ARE OFFERING THESE OFFERs .

“We are asked all of the time how

Dr Tina Marshall, DDS and

Dr Marissa 0|eski DMD we are able to offer these prices. We
- )

are able to offer these special offers

have a combined ?’7 Years ecause we wantto give back to our
of dental experience. patients and the community”

INVISIBLE | CLEAR Only |
BRACES . ALIGNERS :
@ (D wimn FRee $1 ,499 i

Z0OOM WHITENING

Dr. Tina Marshall / Dr. Marisa Oleski

S www.DrTinaDDS.com

CLINTON LAKE ORION
TOWNSHIP 2951 South
40340 Hayes Rd. Baldwin Rd.

986-630-0252 248-391-1200
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TAKE 30% OFF ON
THE FOLLOWING: WHITENING
[ )
oot Canals SPECIAL
pEaons it P

Only

30" OFF $99

EXPIRES 10/25/23 EXPIRES 10/25/23

CROWN CONSULTATION DENTURE BOITOX
AND CORE AND X-RAYS PER All.%lCH S ORFIEUVEAU

LIMIT 150 UNITS PER PERSON

6279 ﬁ 5999 | | $6.99..

EXPIRES 10/25/23 EXPIRES 10/25/23 EXPIRES 10/25/23

All included offers not valid towards any existing treatment plans. Offers must be paid in full at time of visit and may be used now or at a
later date. These offers can be transferred as gifts to family and friends. Offer not valid with Medicaid/Medicare/federally funded programs.
MUST PRESENT COUPON AT INITIAL VISIT. OFFERS VALID AT BOTH LOCATIONS. ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 10/25/23

OPEN SUNDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 8 AMTO 7 PM ©& ,,oufs"“f{s"s

Call today for an appointment! "~ <IN
Lake Orion: 248-391-1200 ¢ Clinton Township 586-630-0252

Q

appointment i
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Medicare plans

Speak with a HAP Medicare expert Learn more about HAP Medicare plans

Michigan’s home
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Your guide to cigital storage

GUTS DOWN ON YOUR PAPER
CLUTTER BY STORING IMPORTANT
DOCUMENTS DIGITALLY

Technology continues to make
work and play easier and more
efficient. Technology can simplify
daily tasks and help to streamline
homes and offices. Technology
also can help anyone de-clutter
and become more organized.

Utilizing digital storage can free
up space and help keep important
information only a few clicks away.

Connectbit, an IT solutions
company, says 44% of IT
decision-makers view cloud
storage as a top focus, while 48%
of businesses and 65% of people
use cloud technologies for data
storage. Cloud storage is just
one method of digital storage
consumers can utilize. The
following is a look at key digital
options for getting organized.

CLOUD STORAGE

Since it is so prevalent, it pays
to begin with this popular method
of storage. Cloud storage is a
mode of computer data storage
in which digital information is
stored on servers off-site. Those
servers are maintained by a third-
party provider that is responsible
for managing, securing and
hosting the data. The data is
always accessible via an internet
connection. Some cloud storage
is free, while other cloud storage
requires a subscription for a set
amount of storage space.

PRO: Always accessible
from anywhere via an internet
connection

CON: Comes with a cost, and
the service provider may be able
to use your data in various ways
External hard drive

An external hard drive connects
to a computer or another device
(such as a mobile phone, tablet or

Digital storage is an important way to cut down on paper clutter by
storing receipts, photos and important documents digitally.

gaming system) by way of a USB
connection. It’s also known as a
portable hard drive. Data caps and
monthly costs on cloud storage
may make it impractical for some
people. When you save data to an
external drive, you will always
have exclusive ownership of
those files, which may not be the
case when utilizing cloud storage
services.

These drives come as hard disk
drive (HDD), solid state drive
(SSD) and flash varieties, each
with their own pros and cons.

PRO: Arelatively safe way to
back up and store data for your
eyes and usage only

CON: You must have the
external hard drive to access the
files, and due to their mechanical
nature, these drives can sometimes
fail, resulting in lost data

DEVICE STORAGE

Smartphones, tablets and
computers all have built-in storage
to enable the device to function

and store data added by the user.
Flash memory storage is one of

the most popular used on mobile
devices, according to Dignited,

a technology information site.
Computers use a combination of
drive and memory types. At the
crux, memory, which comes in the
number of bytes it can hold, stores
information on the device itself.

It is limited by the maximum
number of bytes the device

can hold, measured typically in
megabytes, gigabytes or terabytes.

PRO: This storage enables you
to keep important data right on
a computer or digital device for
easy access when needed.

CON: Storage amounts are
limited by the maximum of what
the device can hold and may not
be accessed remotely.

Source: Creative Metro Connection

2023
BEST - BEST

READERS CHOICE

AWARDS

WHO'’S THE BEST OF THE BEST?

Choose from among dozens of categories,

with the winners announced in a special section
published in the December 17th edition of the Times.

VOTE ONLINE AT
TCTIMES.COM
Click on the Best of
the Best Readers
Choice link on the
home page
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Getting the right plan can be confusing.

WE CAN HELP!

Our team of caring experts can help you and your family
with enrollment into a variety of health care coverage
programs that suit your needs, including:

Genesee Health Plan,
Healthy Michigan Plan (Medicaid) and
HealthCare.gov Marketplace (Obamacare)

Open enrollment is 11/1/23 through 1/15/24.
Medicare open enrollment is 10/15/23 through 12/7/23.
CALL

% Genesee TODAY!
Health P‘ an 844-232-7740

Our Plan for Better Health
Call Toll Free: 844-232-7740

Visit www.geneseehealthplan.org
for more information.

0©

Dating later mn hife can
be a good thing

YOU’RE NOT ALONE, YOU HAVE
MORE TIME FOR FUN, ONLINE APPS
GAN EXPAND YOUR CIRCLE

People are living longer, a reality
that can be traced to a number of
factors, including advancements in
medicine and greater dissemination
of information regarding preventive
health care.

As people live longer, some
may outlive their significant others
and ultimately find themselves
once again interested in sharing
experiences with a special someone.

Seniors ready to re-enter the
dating pool may find that things
are quite different from what they
experienced as young adults.
Dating used to be about hanging out
with friends and meeting people at
shared events. Nowadays, dating
often begins in cyberspace. This can
be confusing and anxiety-inducing
for adults who didn’t grow up with
technology guiding their every
move.

According to a report in The
Atlantic, more than one-third of
baby boomers are not currently
married, and this generation has
had higher rates of separation
and divorce and lower rates of
marriage than the generations that
preceded them. Many boomers
have years ahead of them to
devote to new relationships.

Now
accepting
applications for
our beautiful
apartments!

Fenton's Best
Kept Secret!

for Seniors 55+

Inquire by calling new Community Manager,
Cheryl for more information.

201 E. Elizabeth - Downtown Fenton -

cheryl.craig@kmprestige.com

Seniors may have to navigate
new waters in modern dating.
But with a good mindset and a
little persistence, it is possible for
seniors to find a special someone
in cyberspace.

Here’s what they may want to
know before navigating twenty-
first century dating waters.

* You’re not in this alone.
Plenty of older adults are now
finding connections online. In
fact, many different dating apps
are geared toward the senior
set, including SeniorMatch,
eHarmony, Singles50, OKCupid,
and Silver Singles, among others.

* You have more time for
fun. As a senior, you may have
more time to devote to recreation
and leisure. This can be a great
opportunity to get out and
meet someone who shares your
passions and interests.

* Online dating has its
advantages. While online dating
apps and websites may have
certain things working against
them, they also can be helpful.
Online dating can expand
social circles beyond local
neighborhoods or even states,
provinces or countries. Dating app
profiles typically spell out exactly
what another person is seeking,
which can save seniors from
having to revisit awkward dating
moments from years past.
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SAVINGS

Continued from Page 17

cial wellness in retirement is that
three strategies can help them
catch up on their savings.

* Take advantage of catch-up
rules if you qualify. Laws gov-
erning retirement accounts in the
United States allow individuals
50 and older to contribute more
to their retirement accounts than
they’re eligible to contribute prior
to turning 50. Current laws allow
individuals over 50 to contrib-
ute an extra $1,000 per year to a
traditional or Roth IRA and an
extra $7,500 annually to a 401(k),
403(b) or 457(b) account.

* Itemize your tax deduc-
tions. Financial experts say that
taking the standard deduction
is not for everyone. Individuals
with significant amounts of mort-

DIRECTORY

gage interest, business-related
expenses that are not reimbursed
by an employer, and/or chari-
table donations may lower their
tax obligation by itemizing their
deductions. That reduction in tax
obligation allows individuals to
redirect those funds to their re-
tirement accounts.

» Cut back on discretionary
spending. Perhaps the simplest,
though not necessarily the easi-
est, way to catch up on retire-
ment savings is to redirect funds
typically spent on discretionary
expenses like dining out or travel
into retirement accounts. One
way to feel better about this ap-
proach is to remind yourself that
the less money spent on dining
out and travel now means more
money will be available to spend
on such luxuries in retirement.

Individuals who are behind or concerned about their financial wellness in

Source: Creative Metro Connection  Fetirement can employ these three strategies to catch up on their savings.

Vers

Helping Families Connect,
Honor & Remember since 1925.

-55 YEARS OR BETIER -

Full Service Community
* Activities

» Scheduled Transportation
 Beauty Salon/Barber Shop
 On Site Medical Team

o Air Purification System
 Convenience Store

A premier assisted living home, nestled
into the heart of downtown Fenton

Quality care customized and tailor
made for every resident.

With care and understanding, we
treat your loved ones as we would
ours in a more intimate setting
and environment.

Administrator: 810.771.8693 Facility: 810.593.0690
305 Furlong Court, Fenton
www.almosthomefenton.com

info@almosthomefenton.com

SENIOR LIVING AT ITS FINEST

% r? BI‘ « Pet Friendly

JFuneral ~ Home

248-634-8291 - 101 First St., Holly 810-714-3340 | lockwoodoffenton.com
www.dryerfuneralhomeholly.com 16300 Silver Parkway, Fenton st 8

Trust the
Temrowski
Family

« Personalized Custom Funerals
« Affordable Cremation Services
« Memorial Services

« Home Funerals

« Qutdoor Celebrations of Life
« Unique Venue Services

When just any funeral won't do.

(Z-’emT’O‘u}S @ 500 Main St. ® Fenton

810-629-2533

temrowskifamilyfuneralhome.com

Family Funeral Home &
Cremation Services




