
‘‘I enjoy 
the articles 
about the 
teachers 
— Hannah 
Arnold this 

week — these wonderful 
people get all the praise 
we can raise.” See page 5 
in this edition for this week’s 
Everyday Educators.

‘‘Congrats 
to the two 
new officers 
that Fenton 
City hired. 
This is why 

we love this area.”

‘‘It was 
nice to see 
the new 
firefighters 
being sworn 
in at NOCFA.”  
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nMunicipal water coming 
to sections of Fenton and 
Mundy townships, Linden
By Hannah Ball
 Fenton Twp. — “It’s an exciting 
time for Genesee County,” said Jeff 

nActors to perform spooky double 
feature as ‘thank you’ to community
By Sharon Stone
 The community is invited to attend the Fenton Vil-
lage Players’ annual live on-stage WFVP Radio Show, 

Groundbreaking ceremony held for water project
Wright, Genesee County drain 
commissioner.  
 The Genesee County Drain 
Commission held a groundbreak-
ing ceremony Monday, Jan. 30 at 
the Plumbers and Pipefitters Lo-
cal 370 hall on Thompson Road, 

not far from Fenton Road, where 
construction is underway on 
phase one of the Genesee County 
Water Project, also called the 
Southern Lakes Water Initiative.
 When complete, the approxi-

See WATER PROJECT on 7

Watch WFVP Radio 
Show live this Sunday

nEnergy company has supported nearly 
250 public chargers, plans to add more
By Hannah Ball
 A local Tesla owner is hoping that more electric 
vehicle charging stations will be installed in the 
Fenton/Linden area.
 “I’d love to see chargers in our charming Lin-
den and Fenton downtowns. I think it would be a 

Consumers works with 
counties, municipalities  
to add EV chargers

See EV CHARGERS on 18

See RADIO SHOW on 16

Murder mystery event enthralls crowd
Actors with Wishing Well Theatre perform The Murder of Rocky Del Rio, a 1980s-themed rock op-
era murder mystery in a packed room at the Fenton Moose Lodge on Saturday, Jan. 28. A portion 
of the proceeds benefited the Fenton & Linden Regional Chamber of Commerce and Fenton Area 
Resources and Referral Network, Inc. See story on page 15. Photo: Hannah Ball

Photo: Hannah Ball



tctimes.com 2  Wednesday, February 1, 2023 MIDWEEK TIMES

A cancer diagnosis can cause people to look at the world differently. Karmanos Cancer Institute at 
McLaren Flint and the McLaren Proton Therapy Center help patients find a path forward. With medical, 

radiation, breast, gynecologic, head and neck, and surgical oncology specialists, patients can get the care 
they need close to home. As part of the Karmanos Cancer Institute network, the only National Cancer 
Institute (NCI)-designated comprehensive cancer center in metro Detroit, Karmanos patients also have 

access to more than 250 promising new treatments. We give you your best chance forward.

YOUR BEST CHANCE.
KARMANOS.ORG/FLINTCANCER

FOR POSSIBILITIES 
THAT SEEMED 
UNREACHABLE.
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PAUL KUSHINER  
LINDEN, MICHIGAN

1921-2010

World War II
U.S. army

One more reason to transfer
your pre arrangements to Sharp:
Community- Sharp Funeral Homes has been caring for families for over 100 years

serving generations of Local Families.  If you already have funeral
prearrangements with another funeral home, they can help you move your

prearrangement to Sharp Funeral Homes without any additional cost.

All facilities are handicapped accessible.

Michael T. Scully, Manager
1000 Silver Lake Rd, Fenton
(810) 629-9321

Fenton Chapel

Toll-Free 1-877-53 SHARP

Three additional locations in Swartz Creek, Linden,and Flint/Grand Blanc Township

sharpfuneralhomes.com
810-629-9321
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To submit a veteran, email information 
and photo to news@tctimes.com
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OUR VETERANS
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nLocal Vietnam veteran 
to present stories of 
military life and raise 
funds for the Fisher House
 Joe Mishler has been interview-
ing and collecting stories of military 
life and veterans. He’s also taught a 
Vietnam Class at Holly High School. 
Now he is presenting his work, “Joe 
Unplugged,” which will take place 
Saturday, Feb. 18, at the Fenton Village 
Playhouse in Fenton starting at 7 p.m.
 Mishler is a combat wounded Viet-
nam veteran, a retired high school 
teacher and one of the directors at the 
Holly Area Veterans Resource Center 
(HAVRC) at the Karl Richter Campus 
in Holly. 
 Mishler has been involved in theatre 
since 1983 and this performance will 
show a different side. Stories will span 
a variety of different time periods. 
Stories reflect different aspects of 
military and veteran life of both men 
and women.
 Mishler is president of Vietnam 
Veterans of America Chapter 175. He 
is also active with the American Legion 
Holly Post 149. Last summer he was the 
co-chair to bring the Vietnam Veterans 

‘Joe Unplugged’

Joe Mishler of the Holly Area Veterans Resource Center (HAVRC) and co-
chair of bringing The Moving Wall to Holly stands in front of the HAVRC 
field where The Moving Wall was displayed in August 2022. He will be 
presenting “Joe Unplugged,” which will contain stories of military life, at 
the Fenton Village Playhouse on Feb. 18. Times file photo

Memorial Traveling Wall to Holly for 
the first time. 
 He chose to raise money for the 
Fisher House because of the American 
Legion and past state Commander Steve 
Striggow. Joe Unplugged is sponsored 
by American Legion Holly Post 149 
and the Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 175 Genesee County.
 The Fisher House is in Ann Arbor 

behind the Veterans Administration 
Hospital and the University of Michi-
gan Hospital. Veterans and their loved 
ones can stay there while someone is 
in the hospital. They provide housing, 
food and other amenities while a loved 
one is hospitalized. All of this is free.
 Mishler asks for the community’s 
support for this worthy cause.

See UNPLUGGED on 18

Who will take us 
MH E?O

13575 Fenton Rd • Fenton
www.adoptapetfenton.com

810-629-0723

Hours by Appointment Only

SPONSORED BY:SPONSORED BY:

Gingersnap 
 is such a loving girl who 

enjoys attention and loves to 
play! She would prefer to be 
the queen of her home and 

be the only feline. 

256 N Fenway Dr. | Fenton
810.629.8282
tctimes.com

Abe
and his large group of 7 
siblings are 2 months old 
& ready for new fun and 
adventures. Come in and 
meet this adorable gang!

1040 W. Shiawassee Ave. • Fenton • 810-629-7990
www.pointeanimalhospital.com

Pointe Animal Hospital
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All submissions, if approved for publication, must be 50 
words or less and do not necessarily reflect the views of 

the Tri-County Times. We reserve the right  
to edit for clarity, length and liability.

Submit Hot lines online at tctimes.com 
or text to 810-771-8398

Compiled by Hannah Ball, staff reporter Question asked to Tri-County Times’ Facebook followers

What’s a skill you wish you learned when you were younger? street talk

“I wished I knew about set-
ting boundaries with family and 
friends.”

Theresa Durham
Gaines Township

“Filling out tax forms and official 
documents.”

Abbey Ravert Floria
Fenton

“I am a plumber/pipefitters. I wish 
I would have learned the trade 
younger. I also wish I would’ve 
known that union contractors pay 
better earlier in my career.”

Jeffrey Peake, Linden

“Sewing.”

Susan Wetzel Korman
Hartland

F
or the first time ever in my life, 
this week I found myself ready 
a few minutes before 
I needed to leave to 

get to a networking event 
we were hosting. Since I 
planned to arrive at 7:15 
a.m. I was really impressed 
with myself. I could have 
had a cup of coffee and 
taken a moment to relax, but 
instead I grabbed my credit 
card, my phone and ordered 
a bag of plastic lizards.

Yes, this is weird. As I wrote in an 
earlier column, one of my younger 
sisters is getting married this spring. 
The bachelorette bash is in a couple 
weeks, and I’m working to put together 
goodie bags for the 12 ladies attending. 
The lizards (an inside joke among the 
group) will go into those bags. Planning 
for this trip and the wedding are a small 
part of why it feels like I’m juggling a 
lot right now.

Like everyone else, I have 
responsibilities at home and with my 
family, I have volunteer commitments, 
I have friends I like to keep in touch 
with, and, of course, I have my career. 
The team at View Newspaper Group 
has started 2023 off with a bang and as 
a result, it’s been a busy month with the 

next two months set to be even busier. 
Here’s the thing, we’re all busy. And 

even though I just wrote 
“busy” like 100 times, no 
one wants to hear about 
how busy you are. We’re 
all juggling a lot. The key 
to being busy and building 
a strong brand at the same 
time is to make it look easy. 
Here’s a few ways to make 
that happen:

Get organized: I pride 
myself on being an 

organized person. My paper planner is 
my lifeline. I never leave home without 
it. If you’re faced with a full schedule 
or a big task, find a method that works 
for you (digital or paper) and plot out 
your time and/or tasks. I also work 
much better in an organized setting and 
am most at ease when my house is in 
order, so while that may mean taking a 
few extra minutes to organize my desk, 
my computer bag or my closet, that 
investment in time is always worth it.

Set a daily priority at home and 
at work: This is cheating a bit for me 
because I work in a deadline-driven 
industry. It’s easy for me to set a daily 
priority or two because there are things 
that simply have to get done at a certain 
time on a certain day. I sometimes 

struggle to prioritize things at home. 
There is laundry to be done, but I also 
want to repaint the family room, for 
example. So, I’ve started to treat home 
tasks like work tasks. What has to be 
done today? We have to eat dinner, for 
example, so I start with that and see 
what else time allows for. The family 
room will be painted eventually.

Stay positive: I bet most people 
reading this column like to be busy. 
I know I do. So, while it can feel 
stressful to have a lot on your plate, it’s 
also a reason to feel fortunate. Being 
bored is my biggest fear. I remind 
myself of that on those days when it 
seems like I’ll never get to the end of 
my to-do list. I also remind myself that 
everything will get done. Even looking 
back a few weeks, I was stressed about 
the networking event I referenced at 
the start of this column. Not only did 
everything come together for a great 
event, but I had time to spare the 
morning of to cross a personal task off 
my list.

Take care of yourself: While a 
positive mindset is a great tool in 
tackling a busy schedule, I know it’s 
not always easy to achieve. I’m not 
a mental health professional, but I 
find working out, sleeping at least 

Emily Caswell

Building Brands Tips to tackle a busy schedule  
and keep your brand strong

‘PRICES AT THE Pump’ shows that 
gas prices rise from $3 to $3.50 
every single week. I’m confused.

nnn

EVER WONDER WHY when you 
have lost something it’s always in 
the last place you look?

nnn

I’M SHOCKED AT how many 
people drive over 100 mph 
everyday on U.S. 23. I guess why 
not, it’s not like there’s any police 
patrolling for speeders.

nnn

TO WALMART WOLVERINE. 
Yes, you should have gone on. It 
wouldn’t have taken long. Michigan 
has 17 Bowl wins (congrats) since 
Bo took over and 29 losses. In case 
you missed it, that’s 29 losses. 
That’s 17-29. Around a 370 winning 
percentage. Elite? Facts don’t lie.

nnn

I LOOK FORWARD to the 
counterargument. Now that 
TCTimes has dedicated nearly a 
full page to an article promoting 
‘The case for electric vehicles,’ I’m 
excited to see an equal effort for 
‘The case against electric vehicles.’

nnn

EVS ARE PAYING no road tax.
nnn

See BRANDS on 7
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Kathy Haycock 
has 30 years 
of experience 
in Early 
Childhood 
Education, 
21 years 
with Linden 
Community 
Schools. She 
teaches 3-year-
old preschool at 
Argentine Early 
Childhood 
Center where 
she facilitates 
parent/child explorations for their 
Play TOGETHER learn TOGETHER 
program and works with their Eagle 
Club program, a before and after school 
program for school age students.

Everyday educators

• Preschool teacher at 
Linden Community Schools

 Meet
KATHY 
HAYCOCK

LINDEN COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
www.lindenschools.org

What inspires you? 
The people who work at Argentine in-
spire me; each person brings their own 
talents and experiences that help us all 
grow as a community. Their dedication to 
families and children makes Argentine a 
very special place.

How do you incorporate parents/
guardians into students’ education? 
Parents play such an important role; they 
are a child’s first and most influential 
teacher. In the early years, the brain forms 
connections faster than at any other time, 
making those early experiences a founda-
tion for future learning and development. 
Relationships with families and teachers 
are the basis for everything that happens 
in the classroom.

What else can you share 
about yourself? 
Growing up, I had a beautiful childhood. 
Memories of my family include camping, 
mixing potions, riding bikes, catching 
frogs, building snow forts and exploring 
the world. Influence what hap-
pens in the classroom, a sense 
of wonder and excitement for 
learning.

Heart-
O-Gram

A Member of the Symphony Care Network

202 South Bridge Street, Linden, MI 48451
810.735.9400     |   symphonylinden.com

A caring way to say Happy Valentine’s! 
Symphony Linden is pleased to deliver a 

complimentary box of Valentine’s Day cookies to 
that sweetheart senior citizen* in your life.

Cupid will deliver your Valentine between February 9 through February 14 
for seniors over the age of 75 residing in the zip code of 48451 or 48430 

along with your sweet message.

To Order: Call Stephanie Viener 810.623.2075 
or email sviener@symphonynetwork.com by February 6.

Please Provide: The recipient’s first and last name, address, 
phone number, and your Sweet Valentine’s message.

Happy Valentine’s Day!
 

*individuals receiving the delivery must be 75 years or older.

Heart-
O-Gram

A caring way to say Happy Valentine’s!
Symphony Linden is pleased to deliver a complimentary box of 

Valentine’s Day cookies to that sweetheart senior citizen* in your life.
Cupid will deliver your Valentine between February 9 through February 14
for seniors over the age of 75 residing in the zip code of 48451 or 48430

along with your sweet message.
To Order: Call Stephanie Viener 810.623.2075

or email sviener@symphonynetwork.com by February 11.
Please Provide: The recipient’s first and last name, address,

phone number, and your Sweet Valentine’s message.

Happy Valentine’s Day!
*individuals receiving the delivery must be 75 years or older.

Ribbon cutting for Junior David’s 
The village of Holly welcomes another new proprietor to its already bustling 
downtown area. Junior David’s — Unique Mercantile and Wellness Bar is 
located in the heart of downtown at 102 Battle Alley. Owner Andrew Hamby 
is surrounded by family and friends, along with Holly Area Chamber members 
who came out to support a store with so many offerings. Visitors will be 
greeted with a vast assortment of merchandise, specialty and gourmet food 
items, along with a Wellness Bar located inside the store. Photo: Bridget Koledo

BUSINESS

BRIEFS
COMPILED BY SHARON STONE

HOLLY FIRST FRIDAY: 
GALENTINE’S
Grab your favorite person and 
head to Holly. Downtown shops 
will be open until 8 p.m. and the 
kickoff of the #loveholly loyalty 
punch cards. Enter their drawing 
for your chance to win gift cards 
to your favorite Holly Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) 
shop. Come and be a part of 
the fun and atmosphere of Holly. 
The event is this Friday, Feb. 3 
from 5 to 8 p.m.

THANK YOU PASTOR Wes for your 
sermon on Sunday. It was so good 
to hear you speak the truth about 
confusion taking over some of our 
youth. 

nnn

HISTORY PAGE STATED, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s house was bombed 
Jan 30, 1956 by a suspected white 
supremacist. An angry crowd 
gathered, yet he preached love, not 
violence. We have a day to honor 
him, however he is dishonored 
every time violence is the first 
reaction to social injustice.

nnn

OUR POLITICIANS IN Lansing are 
suggesting that Michigan use toll 
roads to raise a billion plus dollars 
to repair our roads. Why? Michigan 
already has a $9-billion surplus. We 
don’t need new taxes, we need new 
politicians.

nnn

WRONG AGAIN! EXECUTIVE 
Order 13526, Section 1.3 does 
not authorize the president or vice 
president to declassify anything. 
How about you follow your own 
advice to educate yourself before 
posting media ‘facts.’

nnn

HOT LINE CONTINUED
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Mark McCabe

judgeAsk the
67th District Court

THE RIGHT TO THE EFFECTIVE 
ASSISTANCE OF COUNSEL
 Under both the United States and 
Michigan constitutions, a defendant 
charged with a crime is guaranteed 
the right to counsel. This right in-
cludes the right to the effective assis-
tance of counsel.
 The constitutional definition of 
“effective” was announced by the 
United States Supreme Court in 1984 
in Strickland v Washington. The 
Strickland court held that to be effec-
tive, defense counsel must perform 
at least as well as a lawyer with ordi-
nary training and skill in the criminal 
law and must conscientiously protect 
his or her client’s interests, undeflect-
ed by conflicting considerations.
 When there is a claim of inef-
fective assistance of counsel, it is a 
mixed question of fact and consti-
tutional law wherein the defendant 

must show that: (1) the attorney’s 
performance was deficient; and (2) 
the deficient performance prejudiced 
the defendant. The performance is 
deficient if it falls below an objective 
standard of professional reasonable-
ness.
 Case law tells us this is a heavy 
burden and the defendant must over-
come a strong presumption that coun-
sel’s performance constituted sound 
trial strategy.
 The performance will be deemed 
to have prejudiced the defendant if it 
is reasonably probable that, but for 
counsel’s error, the results of the pro-
ceeding would have been different.
 This standard applies to trials, 
guilty pleas and appeals.
 Examples of ineffective assistance 
of counsel include failure to call a 
key witness, failure to contest an ob-
vious violation of the Fourth Amend-
ment as to an illegal search and 
seizure, failure to properly inform a 
defendant about the consequences 
of a guilty plea or the existence of a 
plea offer.
 There are other examples.

See JUDGE on 8

Photo: Bridget Koledo

Brown & Brown Insurance celebrates move with ribbon cutting
Members of the Fenton & Linden Regional Chamber of Commerce, Fenton area 
officials, along with Brown & Brown of Michigan, Inc., employees and clients 
were present to help celebrate the ribbon-cutting ceremony in Brown & Brown’s 
new downtown Fenton office at 111 S. LeRoy St., across the street from the 
Fenton Community & Cultural Center. Community members were encouraged 
to view the new office space and tour the second floor accommodations. 
Students at the Culinary Institute of the Genesee Intermediate School District 
(GISD) prepared appetizers and presented them in a display within the new 
office setting. The new location of Brown & Brown allows them to continue to 
offer their clients the best comprehensive insurance solutions that lead the way 
in the industry. For more information, call the office at (810) 629-1566. 
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mate $23.5-million project will bring 
municipal water to areas in Mundy 
Township, Fenton Township and Lin-
den City. 
 “This is the largest water line exten-
sion since the inception of the system 
in the 1970s. It’s a great example of 
communities working together,” he said. 
 He thanked the elected officials of 
the involved municipalities. Represen-
tatives from Fenton Township, Linden 
and Mundy Township spoke at the 
ceremony. 
 Fenton Township Supervisor Vince 
Lorraine said bringing water to the town-
ship has been one of his main goals since 
he began campaigning for the supervi-
sor’s position in 2020. 
 “This is a multi-jurisdictional en-
deavor,” he said. The significant amount 
of arsenic found in township wells was 
one driving factor in pushing for mu-
nicipal water. 
 “The township has high levels of ar-
senic and because of this project, Jeff’s 
help, everyone’s help at the county, 
Linden jumping on board, Mundy Town-
ship — we are able to offer municipal 
water,” he said. Lorraine also thanked 
the township board for its support. 
 Linden Mayor Pro-Tem Brenda Si-
mons said they’ve grown increasingly 
concerned over the water situation in 
Linden over the last few years, citing 
pressure issues and staffing issues. Si-
mons said fixing the water problem has 
been a long time coming, and that they’re 
grateful to partner with the involved 
municipalities and organizations. 
 “It’s been amazing,” she said. 
 Mundy Township Supervisor Tonya 
Ketzler said, “What’s good for someone 
else is eventually good for you. If the 
communities around us are successful, 
then we are successful.”

She also quoted an old Greek prov-
erb that reads, “A society grows great 
when old men plant trees in whose shade 
they shall never sit.”
 Wright also thanked all of the Genesee 
County commissioners for their support 
in approving $6.5 million in American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds on 
expanding the Genesee County water 
system. 
 “These are projects that will have a 
tangible effect on everybody’s future 
for years to come,” Wright said, adding 

that the approximate 170 employees of 
the drain commissioner are the ones who 
are making this project happen. 
 Ellen Ellenburg, chairperson of the 
Genesee County Board of Commission-
ers, said, “We are fortunate in Genesee 
County to have tremendous leadership in 
Drain Commissioner Jeff Wright. Jeff’s 
contribution to our county is remark-
able…This groundbreaking is a prime 
example of Genesee County working in 
partnership with local municipalities on 
important public projects.”
 Genesee County Commissioner 
Shaun Shumaker, who is a former Fen-
ton Township trustee, said the county 
is facing $650 million in legacy debt 
in the next 20 years. Shumaker said the 
commissioners agree they need to grow 
their way out of the situation.
 Beverly Brown, the newest commis-
sioner on the board who was appointed 
Jan. 27, emphasized the skilled trade 
jobs that this project will create in the 
county. 
 “What I love about the commissioners 
and the work that I am seeing going on 
is that problems can be solved. In this 
case, this problem — a big problem — is 
being solved thanks to the partnership 
and the collaboration that’s been going 
on between all the folks in this room and 
beyond,” she said. 
Phase One
 The total estimated cost of the proj-
ect is $11,273,224. With $6.5 million 
of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funds from Genesee County, the pro-
jected cost of phase 1 is $4,773,224. 
Fenton Township: $2,746,739
Mundy Township: $880,910
Linden: $1,145,573
Phase Two
 The projected cost of phase 2 before 
Linden joined was $4,744,425. With 
Linden joining, the cost is estimated 
to be $5,036,736. This section of the 
project involves installing a water main 
extension from Torrey Road to Lahring 
Road to Jennings Road and back to 
Thompson Road to create a loop. 
Fenton Township: $3,547,803
Linden: $1,488,932
Phase Three
 The proposed cost of phase 3 is 
$2,277,022. Fenton Township and Lin-
den will each pay $1,138,511. For this 
section of the project, they will install a 
water main along Lahring Road, south 
along Ripley Road and then west along 
Rolston Road.

WATER PROJECT
Continued from Page 1

six hours a night and drinking lots 
of water are good ways to care for 
yourself. Whatever you need to do to 
take care of yourself, do it. It could 
be seeing a professional to talk health 
and/or mental health, it could be 

having a spa day. Find what helps 
you feel better and do it.

How do you juggle your busy 
schedule. Email me at ecaswell@
mihomepaper.com.

Emily Caswell is the Brand 
Manager for VIEW Group, the 
branding division of View Newspaper 
Group.

BRANDS
Continued from Page 4
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JUDGE
Continued from Page 6

 In actual practice, these claims are 
usually not successful. To illustrate 
this, in Michigan there have been 27 
Court of Appeals opinions released 
since Dec. 1, 2022 claiming inef-

fective assistance of counsel. All of 
these claims were rejected for various 
reasons.
 That being said, when attorney er-
rors do occur they must always be 
reviewed to protect the constitutional 
rights of the defendant and to ensure 
that the errors weren’t consequential.

 It has been my experience that 
lawyers take the “Lawyers Oath” ad-
ministered to them when they become 
members of the Bar very seriously, 
and vigorously represent their clients.
 The oath can be found on the State 
Bar of Michigan website. It makes 
interesting reading.
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nBook launch event 
scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 
11 at Fenton’s Open Book
By Hannah Ball
 A local psychologist will launch 
her latest book, “Bad*ss Stories: Grit, 
Growth, Hope and Healing in the 
Sh*tshow,” into the world on Saturday, 
Feb. 11 at Fenton’s Open Book. 
 From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., interested 
readers can meet Jodie Eckleberry-
Hunt, Ph.D, A.B.P.P, a Fenton psychol-
ogist and executive coach, at the store, 
check out her books and potentially win 
giveaways. 
 “Swear Your Way to Sanity” was her 
first book. “Move on Motherf*cker: 
Live, Laugh & Let Sh*t Go” was her 
second and “Getting to Good Riddance 
— A No-Bullsh*t Breakup Survival 
Guide” was her third. “Badass Stories” 
is her fourth. It focuses on the themes 
of grit, growth, hope and healing during 
difficult times. 
 “What I want to emphasize is that 
we look for these larger than life sto-

ries to show grit or growth or hope 
or healing, when most of us have our 
own examples. We just don’t see it 
because we have distorted lenses. Yet, 
we could hear our stories being told by 
someone else and be wowed by them. 
I want people to read the stories in my 
book and see themselves and feel like 
a badass,” she said. 
 Eckleberry-Hunt, who has more than 
20 years of counseling experience, 
wrote her latest book during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, when she continued 
to see patients in person with masks 
and social distancing practices because 
of how vital human connection is to 
mental health. 
 “Too much isolation causes anxiety 
and depression to worsen. I saw a lot of 
teens who were struggling, and my in-
tervention was often just to recommend 
face-to-face time with peers. None of 
that is to say that I didn’t believe the 
pandemic was dangerous or that I took 
it lightly. It is more that there is a bal-
ance to all in life, and each individual 
has considerations based on risks and 

benefits,” she said. 
 She also saw a spike in anxiety in 
people who had been doing well before 
the pandemic, including health fears, 
financial concerns and worries over 
unpredictability. 
 “I am so glad we are returning to a bit 
of normalcy. What I think has been more 
problematic is a tendency to judge when 
none of us have any idea of what others 
are facing personally. There is a middle 
lane, and I try to stay in it,” she said. 
 The book was “incredibly emo-
tional” to write, Eckleberry-Hunt said. 
 “The stories poured out, and I cried 
a lot. I feel incredibly privileged to 
do the work that I do because it is so 
meaningful. At the same time, it is hard, 
and writing the book was therapeutic 
in hopes I might possibly provide a 
healing story for someone else,” she 
said. “It was also therapeutic to share 
my own stories because people think 
that just because I am a psychologist 
that I don’t have issues. I am right there 
with everyone else, which is probably 
the most important message. You are 

Local psychologist pens fourth book

See BOOK on 16

‘‘The stories poured 
out, and I cried a lot. I 

feel incredibly privileged 
to do the work that 
I do because it is so 

meaningful.’’Jodie Eckleberry-Hunt
Local psychologist and executive coach 

not alone. Stop telling yourself that 
you are.”
 Eckleberry-Hunt hopes her books 
can help people decide to seek profes-
sional mental health help if needed. 
 “I am a believer in the benefits of 
having someone to walk with through-
out life. Therapy is a way to connect and 
feel less alone, but it is also a great way 
to reflect and see things that perhaps 
one is missing. It is hard to do when 
we are drowning in anxiety, social com-
parison, stress and judgment,” she said. 
 Each of her books includes thought-
provoking prompts that encourage read-
ers to journal because it increases self-
understanding and helps people grow. 
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Tigers compete vs. Dexter, Royal Oak for strong times

Haddad’s buzzer beater edges LF past Brandon

The Lake Fenton varisty boys basketball team celebrates its buzzer-
beating shot by Carson Haddad to earn the Blue Devils a home victory 
against Brandon on Friday. Photo: Mark Bolen

By David Troppens
 Lake Fenton — With .4 
seconds left in a tie game, Car-
son Haddad wasn’t planning on 
taking the potential game-win-
ning shot against the Brandon 
Blackhawks.
 And when the initial shot 
was taken, it wasn’t even Had-
dad that took it. But somehow 
in that very limited amount 
of time, he ended up with the 
game-winning shot anyway.
 The inbound pass came to 
Jett Husted about 10 feet away 
from the hoop. He tried to tip it 
in, but it was blocked. However, 
the ball came to Haddad about 
four feet in front of Husted. 
Husted took what was basically 
a lob pass to him, tipped it and 
the ball went into the hoop be-
fore the final regulation buzzer 
sounded, giving the Blue Dev-
ils a 41-39 Flint Metro League 
Stars Division victory.
 The win keeps Lake Fenton 
in a three-way tie for first place 
in the Stars Division with Go-
odrich and Corunna. All three 
are 5-1 in Stripes Division ac-
tion.
 “I had to screen those two 
guys in front of me to get that 
shot (to Husted) open,” Had-
dad said. “He got smacked in 
the arm so I just went up with 

it and tipped it in. It was 
crazy. There’s nothing 
else you can say.”
 It capped what was a 
close contest between a 
division contender and 
an upset-minded Bran-
don squad, who lost 
to Lake Fenton 72-48 
at Brandon earlier this 
season.
 “Any time you are 
on top of the stand-
ings, you have a target 
on your back,” Lake 
Fenton varsity boys 
basketball coach Tyler 
Szczepanski said. “As 
a program, that’s a dif-
ferent spot for us. These 
guys have to realize 
what it is like to play 
against every other team’s best 
game. Every other team from 
here on out are bringing their 
‘A’ game against us. Those 
teams that are scrunched on 
the top, everyone wants to beat 
those teams.
 “I don’t know how many 
teams in the collegiate or pro-
fessional level go through a 
stretch where they have a bad 
game, but find a way to win 
against a team they feel they’re 
better than. I feel like that hap-
pened tonight. We did not bring 

our ‘A’ game. The guys know 
that. We weren’t as sharp as we 
could’ve been in the first half.”
 The game was always close. 
The first half experienced nine 
lead changes and two ties. The 
biggest lead in the first half 
came at 19-15 after a putback 
hoop by Lake Fenton’s Bran-
don Bossert with 4:50 left in the 
first half. The last lead change 
also was accomplished by Lake 
Fenton when Ashton Hunter hit 
a driving layup, giving the Blue 
Devils a 22-21 halftime lead.

 The second half saw a little  
larger lead swings. Brandon en-
joyed its biggest lead at 31-26 
after a putback hoop, a foul and 
converted free throw by Brody 
Berchiolly with 2:56 left in the 
third quarter. However, Lake 
Fenton answered back and went 
on an 11-1 run that extended into 
the fourth quarter. It started with 
a breaking layup by Bossert and 
concluded with a defensive re-
bound and a breaking layup by 
Hunter. 

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

LF girls cruise 
past Brandon

Lake Fenton’s Emerson Baker 
drives to the bucket in Lake 
Fenton’s 80-24 win against 
Brandon. Photo: Mark Bolen

By David Troppens
 Lake Fenton — The pres-
sure was on Lake Fenton’s 
varsity girls basketball coach 
Karlie Dieck.
 Her fifth-ranked in Division 
2 Blue Devils were the heavy 
favorites against the Brandon 
Blackhawks, but there was 
still plenty of pressure on her. 
That’s because many of her ex-
Lawrence Tech girls basketball 
teammates attended the contest 
to see her current prep team in 
action.
 It ended up going just fine, 
as the Blue Devils dominated 
the Blackhawks from start to 
finish, earning an 80-24 Flint 
Metro League Stars Division 
victory.
 “We are celebrating our 10-
year anniversary as the inaugu-
ral (women’s basketball) team

See LF on 13

By David Troppens
 The Fenton varsity boys swim team 
is a small squad, but have the talent that 
can compete with larger schools.
 And, if nothing else, facing strong 
programs helps push the competitive 
level for the Tigers in another couple of 
meets during the season.
 The Tigers faced off against Dexter 

and Royal Oak on Saturday and lost 
both meets in a dual setting. Fenton lost 
to Dexter 121-58 and also lost to Royal 
Oak 93-83, but gave a decent accounting 
of themselves.
 Max Haney continues to have im-
pressive showings. Haney, who was the 
D2 state runner up in the 100 butterfly a 

year ago, helped lead the Tigers to three 
first-place finishes. He won the 100 free-
style and the 200 individual medley in 
individual action, and also helped the 
400 freestyle relay team earn a first. 
 Haney earned a D2 state-qualifying 
time while winning the 100 freestyle 

See TIGERS on 13

Fenton’s Owen Cox took first in diving 
against Dexter and Royal Oak on Saturday. 
Photo: Christopher Summers
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By David Troppens
 The Fenton varsity boys 
basketball team was locked in 
a tight battle with the Flushing 
Raiders on Friday.
 It was still early in the con-
test, but Fenton only led 10-8 
when a time out was called, 
to talk about correcting some 
defensive issues.
 It seemed to work.
 In about of 15 actual min-
utes, the Tigers (7-0 in the 
Stripes Division and 8-5over-
all) raised their lead from two 
points to about 20, eventually 
resulting in a 76-56 home vic-
tory against the Raiders.
 “Within a few minutes we 
had some good defensive 
stops and then we went on a 
pretty fun stretch where we 
made four three-pointers in 
six offensive possessions. We 
had three from Ja’Hion Bond, 
two from Colin TerBurgh and 
one from Spencer Luck. Next 
thing we knew we led by 20 
points.”

 Fenton made just two turn-
overs in the first half and led 
42-18 at halftime. The lead 
was 62-41 after three quarters. 
The largest Fenton lead came 
in the third quarter at 52-27.
 Many Tigers had big 
games. Bond had one of his 
best contests of his career, 
netting a team-high 21 points. 
He hit 8-of-10 three-pointers. 
Sam Dillard II hit on 7-of-15 
shots and netted 14 points. 
Meanwhile, TerBurgh hit 
three treys, and finished with 
10 points. He was fouled dur-
ing the final trey, and was able 
to complete a four-point play. 
 Others had solid games. 
Justin Banura had 12 points 
while Gage Graham chipped 
in 10 points. Chris Piwowarc-
zyk had six points while Luck 
chipped in three points.
 Fenton is knocking on the 
door of locking up a Stripes 
Division spot in the champi-
onship series.

By Dale Smith
 Holly — The Holly varisty 
boys basketball team opened 
the Flint Metro League season 
in December at Swartz Creek. 
 They started a little slow in 
that game and Friday night’s 
game was much the same. The 
Dragons pulled out to an early 
6-0 lead in the first quarter be-
fore Holly’s Mason Clark fi-
nally put the Bronchos on the 
board at the 3:58 mark. But, 
the Bronchos let loose the de-
fense holding Creek scoreless 
for seven minutes and went on 
to dominate the rest of game, 
winning 54-40.
 Holly (6-2 in the Metro 
League Stripes Division and 
10-4 overall) won that first 
game by 15 points. In this 
one, before a large crowd on 
Holly Hall of Fame Inductee 
Night, the Bronchos led 10-6 
after the first eight minutes and 
then took control in the second 
quarter, outscoring Creek 19-
11 for a 29-17 lead at the half.
 That second quarter was 
highlighted by a rebound and 
long pass from junior Dylan 
Chereson to fellow junior 
Ka’Vion Smith for an easy two 

Ja’Hion Bond looks to make a move in a recent game. 
Bond scored 21 points in a 76-56 victory against Flushing. 
Photo: Mark Bolen

Tigers stay atop Stripes, 
defeat Flushing Raiders

Bronchos stick close to Fenton in Stripes 
standings, defeat Swartz Creek, 54-40

Mason Clark scored a team-high 14 
points in the Bronchos’ win against 
Swartz Creek. Photo: Christopher Summers

on the other end. 
And with 38.9 sec-
onds left an “and 
one” by Mason 
Clark helped extend 
the lead after two 
quarters.
 The Bronchos 
came out real strong 
in the second half 
and led by 20 points 
at 41-21 with 1:30 
left courtesy of an-
other ‘and one,’ this 
one by Tony Sim-
mons.
 Both teams sub-
stituted freely in the 
fourth quarter, giv-
ing a lot of players 
more time than they 
normally would see 
on the floor.
 “(Swartz Creek) had a fast 
start to the game,” Simmons 
said. “We had to gather our-
selves and come back strong in 
that second quarter to finish the 
game off.” 
 Simmons had 13 points to 
go with six rebounds, three 
steals and a block. Holly will 
be glad to have this talented ju-
nior back in the fold next year.

 Holly’s Deshawn Willis had 
a real nice game coming off the 
bench. Built like the football 
player he is, Willis has always 
been a plus on the defensive 
side for the Bronchos. This 
night, he added five points to 
go along with six rebounds and 
a steal. Willis will play football 
at Concordia this fall.
CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

 The Holly varsity boys bowl-
ing team competed in its battle 
for first place in the Flint Metro 
League with Kearsley and lost a 
20-10 battle.
 The Holly squad also com-
peted in the Flushing Jerry 
Doyle Doubles Tournament on 
Sunday
 During Saturday’s dual 
against Kearsley, the match 
started out well as Holly won 
the first Baker game 186-157, 
however, lost the second game 
220-202. The Bronchos still led 
6-4 entering the singles games.

 Kearsley was able to win six 
of the 10 games to earn the vic-
tory.
 Ryan Sparklin was Holly’s 
top performer, earning a 225-
223-448 two-game series. Spar-
klin won both of his matches. 
Andrew Moscorro had a 201-
212-413 series, winning both 
games. Ryan Dalton had a 190 
score while Sean Dankert card-
ed a 183 game.
 At the Jerry Doyle Doubles 
Tournament, Dalton and Spar-
klin combined to advance to the 
quarterfinals of the event.

 In two single-game matches, 
Sparklin bowled a 197-234-430 
series, earning him fifth over-
all out of 120 bowlers. Dalton 
bowled a 226-151-377 two-
game series.
 The tournament continued 
with four Baker games. Spark-
lin and Dalton bowled games of 
161, 226, 205 and 194 for a 786 
series, earning the Bronchos a 
spot in the top 16 of match play.
 In it, the Bronchos defeated 
Flushing 381-332, but then lost 
to Davison in the quarterfinals 
377-354.

Holly bowlers lose battle for first versus 
Kearsley, place in top eight at tourney



tctimes.com Wednesday, February 1, 2023  13MIDWEEK TIMES

LF
Continued from Page 11
at Lawrence Tech.  My old college teammates came to 
surprise me,” Dieck said. “It’s pretty cool. 
 Her ex-teammates got to watch a pretty good show. 
Lake Fenton jumped to a modest 12-6 lead after one 
quarter, but after that Lake Fenton’s constant defensive 
pressure started getting to the Blackhawks.
 Two quick three-point buckets by Savannah Fellen-
baum stretched the lead quickly in the second quarter. 
Then came constant steals by the Blue Devils’ defense 
resulted in fast breaking layups on the offensive end. 
And pretty much every player was the beneficiary. Six 
players scored with Fellenbaum netting eight second-
quarter points and Kendyl Smith, Cola Sisk and Parker 
Beardsley netting four each. By the time the quarter 
was over, the Blue Devils led 36-8.
 Lake Fenton continued its dominance in the third 
quarter. The Blue Devils hit 9-of-13 shots with eight of 
those buckets being scored off of assists. The run start-
ed with a Gabby Gerald assist on a Smith three-pointer, 
and on the next bucket Gerald scored a layup on an 
Anna Prevost assist. The next was an Amaya Smith as-
sist on a three-pointer by Kendyl Smith.

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

Kendyl Smith tries to drive to the bucket in the Blue 
Devils’ victory against Brandon. Photo: Mark Bolen

Linden’s defense stings Hornets, 58-10
By David Troppens
 Maybe Friday night wasn’t the 
Linden varsity girls basketball 
team’s best offensive game of the 
season.
 That said, the squad scored 58 
points, so it ranks pretty high up 
there.
 However, it was clearly the 
team’s best defensive performance.  
Well maybe tied for the season best. 
The Eagles held Kearsley to its sea-
son-low offensive production, in 
Linden’s 58-10 victory at Kearsley 

High School Friday night.
 It’s also tied for the least amount 
of points the Eagles (5-1 in the 
Stripes Division and 9-4 overall) 
have allowed this season. Linden 
also defeated Holly 54-10 during a 
Dec. 16 victory.
 Kearsley mustered just two field 
goals. The first was in the second 
quarter and the other in the third. 
The rest of the Hornets’ points 
came on free throws. 
 “They responded well tonight,” 
Linden varsity girls basketball 

coach Brian Klein said. 
 The response was pretty over-
whelming in the first quarter. Kears-
ley didn’t score a point while Linden 
netted 19 points. Olivia Mawhinney 
scored eight of those points while 
four other Eagles also scored at least 
one field goal.
 In the second quarter, the Eagles 
scored 17 more points. Kelsey 
McLennan and Mawhinney had 
five points each while Allison Ma-
ienbrook netted four. 

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

Fenton cheer places third at second league meet
By David Troppens
 History repeated itself at the second Flint Metro 
League competitive cheer jamboree Friday at Corunna.
 The top three teams at the first meet, finished in the 
top three spots in the second one. Swartz Creek won, 
while Flushing and Fenton (703.00) placed second and 
third, respectively.
 Lake Fenton (678.46) improved from fifth to fourth 
while Linden (649.54) jumped from 10th to sixth. Hol-
ly (632.04) remained in ninth.
 The Fenton Tigers remained a solid third all night. 
The Tigers had a 215.5 score during the first round and 
a 208.9 in round two. They concluded action with a 

278.6 during the third round. Fenton was one of three 
teams to break the 700 barrier.
 Lake Fenton jumped a spot and started with a 204.6 
round one score. The Blue Devils followed with a 
193.86 round two, placing them fifth at the time. The 
Blue Devils jumped Kearsley for fourth place with its 
280.00 round three score. After two meets, the two 
squads are tied in fourth in the standings.
 Linden had a strong jump, improving its overall team 
score by about 24 points in the second event.  Linden 
opened with a 201.7 round one and had a 187.64 (but 
14 points deducted) in round two. 

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

By David Troppens
 The Linden varsity boys bas-
ketball team began its contest with 
Kearsley in a 10-0 hole.
 The Eagles were able to dig out 
of that hole and had a lead in the 
second quarter.
 However, tied at 17-all, Kears-
ley finished the second quarter on a 
14-1 run, giving the Hornets a 31-
18 lead. The Eagles never led again, 

eventually losing a 62-57 Metro 
League Stripes Division verdict.
 After trailing 10-0, the Eagles 
went on an 11-2 scoring run to end 
the first quarter. A Monte Keener 
hoop finished a string of nine un-
answered points, cutting the gap at 
10-9, and a hoop by Jase Becher en-
abled the Eagles to trail just 12-11 
entering the second quarter.
 Linden took its only lead at 15-14 

on hoop by Konner Hulett early in 
the second quarter, and the Eagles 
were still tied at 17-all after two 
converted free throws by Becher. 
However, the Hornets’ 14-1 run 
started immediately after those free 
throws. Linden trailed 31-18 enter-
ing halftime.
 The Eagles couldn’t muster a 
second comeback. 

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

Eagles can’t dig out of second hole vs. Kearsley

TIGERS
Continued from Page 11
(47.05). He also earned a first in the 
200 individual medley (1:53.90). 
Meanwhile, he joined Zach Mi-
chelson, Finley Hughes and Isaac 
Gurnsey to earn a first in the 400 
freestyle relay (3:36.97).
 One other Fenton athlete earned 
an outright first among the three 
squads. Diver Owen Cox recorded 

a score of 225.40, more than 53 
points ahead of the rest of the com-
petition.
 The Tigers had one overall sec-
ond. The 200 medley relay team of 
Haney, Jacob Grifka, Gurnsey and 
Gabe Lampe earned it with a time 
of 1:51.18.
 In individual events, the Ti-
gers also had five more outright 
thirds. Michelson had two of them. 

Zach Michelson swims during 
one of his freestyle events. Photo: 
Christopher Summers

He had one in the 200 freestyle 
(1:58.93) and another in the 500 
freestyle (5:19.11). The others 
were earned by Gurnsey in the 100 
butterfly (1:02.43), Michael Fer-
ris in the 100 backstroke (1:15.12) 
and Grifka in the 100 breaststroke 
(1:13.40).
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HOCKEY
 Fenton-Linden Area 9, Bloom-
field Hills 5: Caden Crandall scored 
four goals as the Griffins cruised to 
the easy victory. The Griffins scored 
five first-period goals.
 Jace Dumeah scored two goals 
while Carson Gardner, Dylan Hol-
loway and Mitchell Luck had a goal 
each. 
 The Griffins also lost a recent 8-0 
verdict against Forest Hills Central.

PREP REPORT

By David Troppens
 The Fenton varsity girls basketball 
team was playing outstanding defense 
and getting just enough offense during 
the first 24 minutes of its contest with 
Stripes Division leaders Flushing Fri-
day night.
 The mixture of the two enabled the 
Tigers stick within a one-point deficit 
against the unbeaten division leaders 
entering the fourth quarter.
 However, Flushing found a way to 
get its offense going in the final quar-
ter, resulting in a 37-28 loss.
 Fenton trailed just 27-26 after two 
converted free throws by Adrie Staib 
with 6:44 left in the contest. However,  
Flushing was able to break Fenton’s 
defense for three layups during the 
first five minutes of the fourth quarter, 
raising the Raiders’ edge to 32-26 late 
in the contest. A steal by Staib result-
ed in a fastbreak layup for Fenton’s 
Madison Slezinski, cutting the gap to 
32-28, but that’s as close as the Tigers 
would get. 
 For the majority of the contest, 
the two squads battled in a tight de-
fensive battle. Fenton scored the first 
two points on two converted free 
throws by Slezinski and led 8-7 after 
one quarter after Staib assisted a short 
Slezinski jumper.
 Flushing jumped to an 11-8 lead 
early in the second quarter, but the 
Tigers went on a 6-0 run, getting a 
bucket by Staib and two by Grace 
MacCaughan. Fenton enjoyed a 14-11 
lead with 2:10 left in the half. The Ti-
gers ended up going into the half lead-
ing 16-15.

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

Fenton competes 
with Flushing, falls 
short in fourth

By David Troppens
 Linden competed in the Shep-
herd Invitational and had a pretty 
solid showing at the individual 
wrestler event.
 The Eagles had four wrestlers 
qualify for the finals, helping 
Linden to a tie for fourth in the 
final standings.
 Bryce Shingleton (126), 
Adoniah Delgado (138), and Jase Grun-
dy (190) earned championships while 

Linden wrestling places fourth at Shepherd Invitational

Bryce 
Shingleton

Luke Haney (144) earned a run-
ner-up finish.
 Delgado competed in five 
matches and won all of them 
by pinfall. His championship 
match was a pinfall win in 3:46 
against Swartz Creek’s Hayden 
Pletscher. Grundy went 4-0 with 
three pinfall wins. He defeated 
Portland’s Branson Goodman 

in the finals by pinfall in 1:26. Finally, 
Shingleton earned his title with three 

victories, including two by fall. He won 
the title by defeating Fowlerville’s Dal-
ton Daniel by pinfall in 3:10. Shingleton 
holds a 30-2 record this season.
 Haney won his first three matches 
by pinfall, earning a spot in the finals. 
However, he lost to Montrose’s Hunter 
Coxon in the final by pinfall in 1:21.
 Two other Linden wrestlers earned 
placings. Michael Bush (175) placed 
fourth while Lucas Carr (150) took fifth.

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

By David Troppens
 The Lake Fenton varsity wrestling 
team continues to compete against 
strong competition, and did so at the Sa-
line Team Tournament.
 The Blue Devils went 3-2 at the meet, 
defeating Brighton, Saline and Wood-
haven, while losing to Jackson North-
west and Romeo.

 Three Blue Devils finished with 5-0 
records. Jack Conley (150) did so with 
three pinfall wins while Ty Johnson 
(144) had two pinfall wins and Clay 
Cook (120) had one pinfall win.
 Drew Corcoran (138) was a perfect 
3-0 with three pin victories while Jorge 
Marvin (106/113) recorded a 4-1 record 
with three wins.

 Kaleb Digacomo (132), Karson Crist 
(175/190) and Wyatt DeVasher (113) 
each went 3-2 with two pinfall wins 
while Robbie Moore (126) and Luke 
Wright (165) had two wins with a pin-
fall victory. Josh Ezell (285) also had 
two wins while Noah Hall (157) won 
his only match by pin. Caden Tortorice 
(175/190) also won a match.

LF wrestlers go 3-2 vs. tough teams at Saline tournament

By David Troppens
 The Holly varsity wrestling team 
competed at the Richmond Team Tour-
nament, finishing the event with a 2-2 
record.
 The Bronchos defeated St. Clair 48-30 
and Lamphere 59-18, but lost to Chip-
pewa Valley 40-34 and Richmond 69-5.
 The Bronchos’ Kendall Drake 

(165/175) led Holly, recording a 4-0 re-
cord with three pinfalls. He earned Hol-
ly’s only victory against Richmond, earn-
ing a 16-1 technical fall victory. 
 The Bronchos had four wrestlers finish 
with 3-1 records. Chase Couchman (120) 
earned that record with three pinfall wins 
while Jayden Higgins (190) and Christian 
Preston (144) went 3-1 with two pinfall 

wins. Jacob Devary (138) was 3-1 with 
one pinfall victory.
 Sean Murray (126) went 2-2 with a 
pinfall win while Konner Welch (150), 
Hunter Bishop (165/175) Jason VanSick-
le (215) and Jackson Luder (113) had a 
win each.  
 Holly travels to Swartz Creek for

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

Bronchos post 2-2 mark at Richmond Team Tournament

Holly girls basketball falls to Swartz Creek Dragons, 40-25
 That start was fine. The Holly varsity 
girls basketball team jumped to an early 
lead against the Swartz Creek Dragons, 
Friday night at Holly High School.
 However, the Dragons heated up after 
the first quarter, earning a 40-25 victory.
 Holly was off to a strong start. Alana 

Simmons had six first-quarter points and 
Makena McGee hit a three-pointer, help-
ing the Bronchos jump to an 11-6 lead.
 The offense slowed down in the sec-
ond quarter. Simmons hit the only Holly 
bucket in the second quarter, while Jaelyn 
Ayala was just starting to get hot, netting 

all of Swartz Creek’s 12 second-quarter 
points. Holly trailed 18-13 at halftime.
 Holly’s offensive troubles continued 
in the second half. Adell Hoglund hit a 
bucket and McGee hit a trey for Holly’s 
only points in the third quarter. 

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

WRESTLING
 Fenton JV Tournament: The Lake 
Fenton wrestling program had two cham-
pions and three wrestlers in the finals 
while Fenton had a champion as well.
 Cohen Dangcil (108) and Michael 
Schultz (158) earned first-place finishes 
for Lake Fenton Chris Dobek (202) 
earned a title for Fenton. Fenton’s Kea-
gan Crandall (131) earned a third-place 
finish.

BOYS BOWLING
 Flushing 27, Fenton 3: Mark 
Behnfeldt led the Tigers with a 186-
249-435 two-game series, while 
Brady Mitchell bowled a 204.
 Clio 25, Linden 5: The Eagles 
were led by Luke LaDrew’s 171-
141-312 two-game series. Zachary 
Kohler also bowled a 176 game. 
Linden won the first Baker game 
172-124.

GIRLS BOWLING
 Flushing 29, Fenton 1: The Tigers were 
led by Caitlyn Wentz’s 151-145-296 two-game 
series. Jena Fijolek bowled a 156 game.
 Kearsley 30, Holly 0: The Bronchos were 
led by Evelyn Wollesen’s 133-109-242 two-
game series.
 Clio 29, Linden 1: Emma Veach was Lin-
den’s only competitor but was able to win a 
point in one of her two games. She recorded 
a 124-114-238 two-game series.
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FLUSHING // 810-659-5572 
121 N. Cherry St. 

FENTON // 248-634-0676
2740 Grange Hall Rd. 

StaleyPlumbingHeating.com

Expires 2/13/23

$10 OFF 
SERVICE CALL

SINCE 1941!  Michigan’s Oldest Lennox Dealer!

is our priority
Your family’s comfort

nProceeds benefit Fenton & 
Linden Regional Chamber, FARR
By Hannah Ball
 Fenton Twp. — Who killed Rocky 
Del Rio?
 The Fenton area’s first ever rock op-
era murder mystery was performed by 
Wishing Well Theatre Inc. on Saturday, 
Jan. 28 at the Fenton Moose Lodge. This 
1980s-themed event, called The Murder 
of Rocky Del Rio, featured live music, 
acting, dancing and monologues from 
potential suspects. 
 The captive audience guessed who 
killed Rocky before the answer was re-
vealed at the end. 
 “It was wonderful. It was extremely 
successful. We had nothing but positive 
reviews afterwards. The people who had 
been to the chamber’s previous murder 
mystery said it was like those but on ste-
roids,” said Ricky Philippi, artistic director/
founder of Wishing Well Theatre, who 
played Rocky Del Rio. 
 The production was presented by Fenton 
Area Resources and Referral Network, Inc. 
(FARR) and the Fenton & Linden Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, which both re-
ceived a portion of the proceeds. They sold 
more than 115 tickets and filled the Fenton 
Moose Lodge. Tickets were $89. 
 Philippi said at last year’s Expo, Shelly 
Day, executive director of the chamber, 
and Dawn Placek, executive director for 
FARR, approached him about the oppor-
tunity and he thought it was a good idea. 
 “It was our first time ever dealing with 
a murder mystery so we wrote it all from 
scratch,” he said. “We’re excited because 
it has opened this new door of murder 
mystery work that we can shop around 
to businesses and organizations around 
Michigan who want to throw a fun event. 
It’s a really fun way to make some money.”
 They were approached on Saturday 
night by people who showed interest in 
having a murder mystery fundraiser for 
their own businesses.
 “I think it went wonderful. It was ex-
ceptionally great working with our home-
town theatre company Wishing Well. It 
was very successful and we were able to 
raise funds to help FARR,” Placek said. 
 Wishing Well employed 10 young art-
ists, three of which are college students, for 
the event. Part of their mission is to give 
young artists opportunities, Philippi said, 

because show business is very unforgiving 
and tough. 
 “We’re very proud to be a part of the Fen-
ton & Linden Chamber. It’s just a bunch of 
wonderful people who care about growing 
positive businesses and that’s what we’re 
trying to do,” he said. “We paid everybody 
involved. It’s the first professional theatre 
in Fenton so we try to make our product 
professional and of a higher quality that 
people can’t generally find outside of larger 
cities like Flint or Ann Arbor.”
 The show was choreographed by Mad-
eline NAME. The Fenton Village Players 
donated lighting for the event. Philippi 
said they are intimately connected with the 
Fenton Arts Council. He is a trustee on the 
Fenton Arts Council Board. 
 Their long term goal is to bring a 
dedicated performance space for the arts to 
Fenton. Philippi said a space like the Red 
Fox building could house multiple Fenton 
arts organizations and have performance 
space that could be utilized by Wishing 
Well Theatre and organizations like local 
dance companies. They could also host 
touring musicians and performers. 
 “Then people wouldn’t have to drive 
to Detroit or the capital to see world class 
entertainment. There’s no reason that can’t 
happen here in Fenton,” he said, adding that 
it would “explode” the downtown econo-
my, which would be good for everybody.
 “Parking will be an issue we would have 
to get creative with. We are at the point 
where our restaurants are of big city quality 
and we need big city things to do,” he said. 
 Wishing Well Theatre’s motto is “Big 
city theatre, small town charm.”
 “That’s how Fenton feels. The people 
have almost a Canadian respect for each 
other,” he said. “I don’t know cities this 
size that are so supportive of artists and 
consume art the way Fenton does. I think 
we’ve picked the right place to make it 
happen.”
 Wishing Well Theatre is planning an 
event for a celebration of the arts for April 
14 to be held at Fenton Winery & Brewery 
in conjunction with the Fenton Arts Coun-
cil. The theme is garden party for spring 
renewal. They will honor a few Genesee 
County residents who support the arts. 
 The company is also planning a large-
scale cabaret fundraiser at the end of Au-
gust to take the place of the Shakespeare 
Festival. Philippi said this will be an ode 
to Broadway. 

Murder mystery event enthralls crowd

Photos: Hannah Ball

Cast/crew
Bart Berger - Jibb Devlin
Emily Rescleke - Candi 
Andy Philippi - Chet Steele 
Kate Lengyel - Cha Cha
Julie Ross - Diablo
Destiny Dunn - Susan Del Rio
Ricky Philippi - Rocky Del Rio/Director 
Madelyn Bettendorf - Choreographer 
Crystal Dillard - Stage Manager/ 
Technical Director
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Actors with Fenton Village Players rehearse for their upcoming WFVP Radio 
Show, which they will perform live this Sunday at the Fenton Village Playhouse 
in Fenton. Admission is free.

a recreation of old time radio shows, 
this Sunday, Feb. 5 at 2 p.m. This is a 
free show that FVP puts on as a way to 
say thank you to the community. Fen-
ton Village Players are celebrating their 
50th anniversary. 
 For those who cannot attend in 
person, the WFVP Radio Show can be 
watched live on YouTube.
 They will be performing two differ-
ent productions, The Canterville Ghost 
and The Phantom of the Opera.  They 
have a cast of about 15 actors and it will 
be just like the old radio shows where 
there’s commercials from sponsors and 
script pages falling to the floor. Kevin 
Emmons is directing the show this year.  
 Actors will be reading from scripts 
while the “foley artist” makes the sound 
effects.  
The Phantom of the Opera
 From his hideout beneath a 19th 
century Paris opera house, the brood-
ing Phantom schemes to get closer to 
vocalist Christine Daae. The Phantom, 
wearing a mask to hide a congenital 
disfigurement, strong-arms manage-
ment into giving the budding starlet key 
roles, but Christine instead falls for arts 
benefactor Raoul. Terrified at the notion 
of her absence, the Phantom enacts a 
plan to keep Christine by his side, while 
Raoul tries to foil the scheme.

RADIO SHOW
Continued from Page 1

Reserve seats online

https://fvp.ludus.com/

Watch Online Live

https://youtube.com/live/-J5WCpw3IE8?feature=share

The Canterville Ghost
 When Sir Simon de Canterville flees 
a joust in fear and retreats to the family 
castle, his father traps Simon and curses 
him to haunt the estate until a descendent 
restores the family honor with an act of 
bravery. Hundreds of years later, Cuffy 
Williams, an American soldier stationed 
at the castle, discovers from young Lady 
Jessica that he is a relative. Cuffy hopes 
to free Simon from his curse by display-
ing courage when under duress.
 Prior to these two performances, from 
12 to 2 p.m., the FVP will be holding an 
extra day for their costume and vintage 
clothing sale, which was held last week-
end. They have all sorts of clothes, some 
vintage with tags still on them, shoes, 
jewelry and other prop items.
 The Fenton Village Playhouse is at 
14197 Torrey Road, Fenton, just north 
of Fratz Consignment. 

Flannel and Furs raised nearly $11,000 on Friday, Jan. 27 at Holly Lanes. 
The event was put on by LAFF Pathway to help support the development of 
non-motorized pathways in the area. “LAFF Pathway’s Flannel and Furs last 
Friday night at Holly Lanes was another success, raising just under $11,000 
to help with the coming construction of The State Bank Trail.  Thank you Holly 
Lanes, Mason Jar BBQ, and of course our sponsors and bowlers,” said Ed 
Koledo, executive director of Southern Lakes Parks & Recreation. “We are 
looking forward to an even larger event in 2024.” Photos: Bridget Koledo

BOOK
Continued from Page 9

 “There is a lot of science behind 
journaling, especially regarding 
trauma and difficult experiences, but 
also cancer, depression, chronic pain, 
diabetes, immune function and on and 
on. There is something about taking 
the chaos and multi-sensory experi-
ences in our brains and forcing them 
into language that helps us digest and 
put the experiences away. Growth 

takes work. Work is painful,” she said. 
 On Feb. 11, Eckleberry-Hunt will 
have copies of “Bad*ss Stories” for 
purchase and her previous books will 
be on sale. She will also have decals, 
glasses, and totes to give away in 
drawings as well as “Smells Like a 
Bad*ss” candles to give away to the 
first 20 customers who buy a book. 
The candles are made by Sweary 
Candle. 
 “I am so very grateful to Fenton’s 
Open Book for hosting me. I cannot 
emphasize that enough,” she said.
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All Types of 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Mike Shuert
810-964-9559

Matt Shuert
810-964-9511

GIVE US A CALL, 
WE DO IT ALL!

HANDYMAN LANDSCAPING

New & Old Floors
Installation

Sanding | Refinishing

Charles H. Hamilton

810-333-5272
20 Years Experience
Licensed | Insured

FLOORING BRICK
PAVERS

248-396-3317
We accept Visa/Mastercard

Complete Installation 
and Repairs

• Sidewalks 
• Porches 
• Patios 
• Retaining Walls 
• Powerwashing
• Restoration

mcdonaldbrick.com

Classifieds REAL ESTATE | GARAGE SALES 
JOB OPENINGS

SERVICE DIRECTORY | PUZZLES 
OBITUARIES

CLASSIFIED DEPARTMENT: 
810-433-6787

DEADLINES: SUNDAY PAPER: Display Ads: Wednesday 3 p.m. • Line Ads: Noon Thursday • WEDNESDAY PAPER: Display Ads: Monday 3 p.m. • Line Ads: Noon Tuesday

PETS

NOW HIRING 
MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERS 

* WELDERS* 
BUILDERS* 

ELECTRICIANS* 
CONTROL 

ENGINEERS* 
PNEUMATICS TECH* 
MACHINISTS* PLC 
PROGRAMMERS
Medical, Dental, 

Vision, HSA, 401K, 
40+ hours weekly. 

Check us out at 
www.spentechusa.
com email wanda@
spentechusa.com

LOOKING FOR HOUSEKEEPER.  
and will have light cooking duties,  

Monday-Friday 9am till 1pm, $20 per hour. 
Call Mrs. Persia, 248-866-5440.

CARE FOR RESCUE CATS 
Fenton Area. Help wanted immediately caring for 
cats on every Friday, and every other Saturday-
Sunday 9:00am-noon. Filling food and water 

bowls, cleaning litter pans, dusting, vacuuming and 
mopping cat area, combing and petting the kitties. 

Must have own reliable transportation with all 
wheel drive. We pay cash with a small trip bonus 
as long as gas remains over $4.00. Please email 

loryder@charter.net or text to 810-919-2590.

PUREBRED 
GERMAN  

SHEPHERD 
PUPPIES

Born 12-8-22.
Shots and Wormed 

up to date, black  
and tan. $675.  

Leave a message 
989-912-8441.

Employment

Service Directory

BIGBIG

STUMP
GRINDINGDS&

or small

- FULLY INSURED -

WE GRIND 
THEM ALL!

810.730.7262 • 810.629.9215

SMALL TREE & BRUSH REMOVAL
Small Yard Accessible

FREE
ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING

TO ADVERTISE YOUR JOB OPENING
CALL 810-629-8282

VIEW CLASSIFIEDS ONLINE. TCTIMES.COM
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 Lillian Mae Hodges 
- age 87, passed 
away at MyMichigan 
Medical Center in 
West Branch, on 
Saturday, January 
28, 2023. She was 
born on October 22, 
1935, in Fenton, to 
Andrew and Edna 
(Moore) Bly. Lillian 
married Ben Hodges 
on May 28, 1964, 
they were married for 
58 wonderful years. 
Lillian is survived by 

her husband, Ben Hodges of West Branch; son, 
Dan (Ruth) Buckingham of West Branch; grandson, 
Andrew (Keirsa) Buckingham of Hurlock, MD 
and great-granddaughter, Ryker Buckingham of 
Hurlock, MD. She is also survived by Terry Hodges 
of West Branch, Ron (Ann) Hodges of West 
Branch, and Sue (Steve) Amari of North Carolina. 
There are several other beloved grandchildren, 
Terry Hodges Jr., Jared Hodges, Stacy Hodges, 
Jeff Hodges, Shannon Jackson, Mary Williams, and 
Ian Ness, and many great-grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, friends, and especially her special niece, 
Laura McCormick of Roscommon. Per her request 
there will be no public services. She will be buried 
next to her family at the Oakwood Cemetery in 
Fenton. Arrangements were handled by Steuernol 
& McLaren Funeral Home in West Branch. 
www.steuernolmclaren.com.

Lillian Mae Hodges 
1935 – 2023

EV CHARGERS
Continued from Page 1

draw to get patrons into cute shops and restau-
rants. Many people who shop on Silver Parkway 
or get gas and Starbucks on Owen Road have 
never been into downtown Fenton and Lin-
den,” said Taylor Patterson, who bought a Tesla 
Model 3 last year and loves it. “Hopefully local 
officials can navigate how to get them installed 
downtown for free with all the grants out there 
and consider offering complementary or low-
cost charging.”
 Currently, Vic Canever Chevrolet has the 
only EV charging stations in the Fenton area. 
They have one DC fast charger and two Level 
2 chargers. Local municipalities, including Lin-
den and Fenton, have been in contact with Con-
sumers Energy about installing EV charging sta-
tions in their areas. 
 Consumers Energy’s PowerMIDrive pro-
gram provides rebates up to $500 for residents 
who have EV chargers at homes, for businesses 
and for EVs in public locations across the Low-
er Peninsula. 
 “Consumers Energy is committed to power-
ing 1 million electric vehicles in Michigan by 
2030,” said Tracy Wimmer, media relations spe-
cialist at Consumers Energy. 
 The company has provided rebates for more 
than 2,500 electric vehicle chargers. Most are 
installed at homes. Of that total, Consumers has 
supported nearly 250 public chargers. In Gen-
esee County, they’ve provided rebates for seven 
public charging locations. At least three more 
sites are coming this year. 
 “Consumers Energy is committed to making 
EV driving affordable and convenient in Michi-
gan. We partnered with Michigan State Univer-
sity to identify locations for public EV chargers 
to serve drivers across the Lower Peninsula,” 
Wimmer said. “We’re working to strengthen the 
public network for EV drivers to charge their 
vehicles. We work with community leaders to 
identify convenient locations, and we prioritize 
charging that’s fast for drivers on longer trips 
or in places where drivers are likely to charge 
overnight.”
 Wimmer said the cost for EV charging sta-
tions varies from $20,000 for a standard public 
charger, which adds 20-30 miles, up to $200,000 
for a fast charger that can mostly charge a ve-

hicle battery in 30 minutes or less.
 “Typically, a Consumers Energy rebate cov-
ers about one third of a fast charger, plus we per-
form any electrical work to prepare a charging 
site,” she said.
 Patterson lives in Ann Arbor and has a cot-
tage on Lake Fenton. She charges it at home, 
at work for free with a Level 2 charger or at the 
cottage with a Level 1 charger. Their utility bill 
is approximately $30 more per month since the 
purchase. She estimates it costs about $10 or so 
in energy costs to fill up. 
 Patterson gets notifications for public char-
gers while driving. Since it takes time for an EV 
to charge, she said users are more likely to stop, 
eat at a restaurant and support local businesses. 
Patterson said the closest Level 3 supercharg-
ers are at Bishop’s Airport and Meijer in Swartz 
Creek. 
 More charging stations would attract drivers 
on U.S. 23 to stop in the area. 
 “It seems the Target off Owen Road or one of 
the shopping plazas on Silver Parkway would 
be ideal for some Tesla Superchargers and other 
non-Tesla level 3 chargers,” Patterson said. 
 She suggests that adding charging stations 
at parks and public trail systems, such as Clo-
ver Beach, Linden County Park, Seven Lakes 
State park and more, would encourage people 
to charge their EVs while jogging, walking their 
dog or enjoying the beach with their family. 
 “Anything that makes Linden and Fenton 
more attractive to families is a good thing. Per-
sonally, we like to eat outside when the weather 
is nice and EVs are quiet and don’t smell, while 
many of the cars and trucks downtown can be 
super loud and have terrible exhaust fumes,” 
Patterson said. 
 Installing more EV chargers would also help 
modest income renters and apartment dwellers 
who rely on public chargers, and they would 
attract more young professionals who want an 
EV and would not live in an area without public 
chargers. Patterson said it’s public infrastruc-
ture. 
 “There are many new apartments and con-
dos in downtown Fenton, I don’t think there are 
any nearby chargers for those residents to use? 
The lack of public chargers in the area prohibits 
modest income renters from even considering 
buying an electric car,” Patterson said.

Obituaries  Tickets for Joe Unplugged are $10 for one and 
$15 for two. Before the program, there will be a 
50-50 raffle and other items to bid on. Donations 

can be made during the evening. There also will 
be informational booths.
 Tickets can be purchased at the door or 
Mishler at (810) 348-9960.
 The Fenton Village Playhouse is at 14197 
Torrey Rd., Fenton.

UNPLUGGED
Continued from Page 3
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256 N. Fenway Dr., Fenton MI 48430 • 810-629-8282
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Midweek Jumble

FREE ESTIMATES
INSURED

810-730-7262
810-629-9215

JUMBLE PUZZLE 
SPONSORED BY

STUMP
GRINDINGDS&

Answers in this Sunday’s edition 
of the Tri-County Times

Unscramble these four 
Jumbles, one letter to 
each square, to form 
four ordinary words.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, it’s important to 
focus on progress and not 
necessarily on money that 
can be made. See what you 
can learn along the path you 
choose.
TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
You have high hopes that your 
efforts will be well received 
this week, Taurus. Before you 
move full speed ahead, run 
your ideas by a trusted group 
of confidantes.

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
You don’t learn by getting 
things right all of the time, 
Gemini. A few mistakes along 
the way provide an opportu-
nity to grow and figure out 
new ways to do the job.
CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, distractions seemingly 
abound this week and your 
head isn’t in the game. While 
you can get away with a few 
oversights here and there, too 
many can be problematic.

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, someone in your life is 
looking for a pep talk and you 
are just the person to provide 
one. Listen to the problem at 
hand and offer this person 
some solid solutions.
VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, you could be at a 
crossroads in your life. You 
are pondering many different 
scenarios, and now is the time 
to solidify plans for the next 
few weeks.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
If you made a career change 
recently, you may be discover-
ing that the payoff isn’t quite 
what you expected. Fulfillment 
is essential, so give some 
thought to new pursuits.
SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, it is not like you to 
feel adrift, but that could be 
the situation right now. Latch 
on to one activity or person 
that brings you joy. Focus on 
the positives in life.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, family members 
want to spend more time with 
you, so plan for the extra 
company. Have a few extra 
snacks on hand and make 
sure the house is orderly.
CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
Your tendency to want to 
tackle things all on your 
own could have you push-
ing others away, Capricorn. 
Accept others’ willingness to 
pitch in.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, there has been a 
lot on your plate and many 
thoughts swimming through 
your mind. A quick getaway 
could be what is needed this 
month.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, you have a few offers 
on the table, but could be hav-
ing trouble narrowing down 
your preference. Bring in a 
third party to help.

Horoscopes For the week of 
January 30, 2023

©2022 King Features Synd., Inc. by Linda Thistle • Answers in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

Midweek Sudoku
WEEKLY SUDOKU 
BY LINDA THISTLE

Place a number 
in the empty boxes 
in such a way that 
each row across, 

each column down and 
each small 9-box square 

contains all of the 
numbers from 
one to nine.
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ALL
FEBURARY

At VonRyans Sleep Shop

FREE
DELIVERY

17175 Silver Parkway Fenton, Mi 48430
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HUAL OFF

FREE
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*Free One
Nightstand
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"$50 Value"
W/ Purchase Of A Mattress 

Fenton’s Sleep
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See Why Tempur-Pedic Is
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Mattress 4 Years In A Row
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