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Fenton man
killed in crash

M Incident under investigation

By Hannah Ball

A 40-year-old Fenton man was killed in a
crash early morning Friday, Dec. 9 near Hogan
Road and Major Road in Deerfield Township.

The Michigan State Police Brighton post
reported that the call came in around 1:20 a.m.
It was a single-vehicle crash. Police said the
incident is under investigation and that alcohol
and drugs appear to be a factor. His name is not
being released at this time.

Consumers Energy
to help customers

M To provide $7.25 million to help
struggling Michiganders with bills

Consumers Energy today is providing $7.25
million to help customers pay heating bills,
providing a lifeline to thousands of families just
before the start of another cold Michigan winter.
The new contributions are going to eight Michi-
gan nonprofit organizations that will help people
directly with Consumers Energy bills.

“Consumers Energyunderstands many Michi-
ganders are facing challenging times, and no one
wants to see rising energy bills — especially our
most vulnerable customers. We recognize our re-

See CONSUMERS on 10
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Sherlff’s offlce : commumty helping Fenton family

Genesee County
Sheriff Chris Swan-
son, along with a
group of people
who participatedin
the Genesee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office
Christmas Spec-
tacular, surprised
the Nelson family
of nine in Fenton
on Saturday, Dec.
10. The family re-
ceivedalarge care
package with do-
nated items, gift
cards and a trip
to Splash Village.
See story on page 11.
Photo: Hannah Ball

Linden students pack food hoxes for families in need

M Teacher organizes field trip to food bank

By Hannah Ball

Field trips can be fun and educational for students,
and sometimes they focus on helping others.

Dawn Yankley, special education teacher at Linden
High School, took 26 students to the Food Bank of
Eastern Michigan in Flint on Friday, Dec. 9. Some
of the students are in the Peer 2 Peer program, which
supports Yankley’s students, and some are instruc-
tional leaders, a group that earns high school credit

from helping in her classroom.

“The purpose of the trip was to get holiday boxes
ready for families in need. We filled 72 boxes, which
is approximately 3,000 Ibs of food,” she said. “The
students loved it. Very organized and understand-
ing of an assembly line. They really felt good about
helping others.”

This is the second year Yankley has organized this
field trip, and she hopes to take students twice a year.

See photos from the event on page 9.
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€& hope that
everyone will take {‘
time to be kind and
show our youth how to
quietly pay it forward.

L' like to let L&lamso
,':L the gentleman impressed
mﬂﬂ that paid for with 15-year-
‘f‘l my meal at old Izzy. She
. Leo’s Coney has put a lot

It's a wonderful feeling
to watch someone get
a pay it forward. The
automatic sparkle in
their eyes, smile on
their faces and skip in
their walk.”

evening know what a
pleasant surprise that was.
I've done that but no one’s
ever done it for me. You
made my night, sir, it was
quite the surprise.”

of study and
practice towards her
skill of singing and has
been awarded an opera
lead as well as singing
in concerts. Amazing
dedication!”

Island Monday
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You're Gonna Need a
Bigger Piggy Bank.

3.75%

CERTIFICATE
SPECIAL

37 MONTH TERM - $50,000 MINIMUM DEPOSIT

Introducing Dort Financial Credit Union’'s special term certificate that pays an
amazing quarterly dividend of 3.75% APY! The certificate requires a minimum
S50,000 deposit with a 37 month term. Hurry, this is a limited-time offer.

*Annual Percentage Yield. Certificate term is 37 months, automatic renewal into 36 month certificate at maturity. $50,000 minimum balance is required with no maximum. Available September
26, 2022 to January 1, 2023. Mo rate increase for jumbo deposits. Certificate is subject to panalty for early withdrawal.

INSURED BY NCUA

Dort df Financial Serving Al of Michigan

CREDIT UNION  DORTONLINE.ORG - 800.521.3796
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‘You’re not Santa’

W Santa visits Linden
Museum:; man in costume
talks about playing iconic

role for 40 years

By Hannah Ball

Linden — Jim Thompson, 65, has
only been discovered once in his 40 years.

It wasn’t when he was serving as Lin-
den Music Boosters president for years
and students who saw him frequently
didn’t recognize him.

It wasn’t during any of the hundreds of
times he’s dressed up with a white wig,
a red hat and a red suit to meet kids at
local events.

It was when his granddaughter, who
was 3 or4 atthe time, sat on his lap at Hyatt
Elementary thathe was finally recognized.

“You’re not Santa,” she told him.
“You’re my grandpa.”

His granddaughter is 13 now, and
thankfully, it’s been a while since he’s
been recognized.

Thompson has had a busy holiday this
year dressing as Santa to meet children
and ask what they want for Christmas.
His latest event was Saturday, Dec. 10 at
the Linden Mills Historical Society and
Museum. Dozens of families brought their
kids to meet Santa and Mrs. Claus and to

Whe will lake us

explore the museum.

Peter Maas, president of the Linden
Mills Historical Society, said their goal
was to bring some holiday cheer and to
get more people into the museum. “It was
neat formetojustsee thekids’expressions
on their faces,” he said.

Kathy Morgan, who played Mrs. Claus
for the first time on Saturday, volunteered
to take on the role during one of the
monthly meetings for the Linden Spirit
of “76 group.

“It was really fun,” she said. “Today
went great. It was the first time that
they’ve done this here so that was very
new. We weren’t sure what to expect. It
was a consistent flow of people. There
was never a line to see Santa. It worked
out really great.”

She ordered a Mrs. Claus Bronner’s
costume for the occasion.

“The whole thing today was really
trying to drive people to the museum,”
she said. “It’s a beautiful museum. Both
floors are just amazing. . .trying to get the
younger people with young families from
the area to see the building and see this,
see what people do here.”

She lives in Gaines Township but said
herhome is Linden. “I drive into town and
I feel like I’'m home,” she said.

See SANTA on 8

HONORING
OUR VETERANS
* kK

LLOVD H. SELLE

FENTON, MICHIGAN
1919-2009
U.S. ARMY
WORLD WAR II

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

FUNERAL HOMES‘Y

sharpfuneralhomes.com
810-629-9321

To submit a veteran, email information
and photo to news@tctimes.com

This sweet 6-month-old girl
would love a home with
another cat. She enjoys

playing and getting belly rubs.

is a 2.5-month-old, 9 Ib.
mixed breed pup who loves
his toys and playing with
his sibling.
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www.adoptapetfenton.com
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Sharin’ the Spotlight

By Editor Sharon Stone

f everything goes as planned, a

Fenton family with seven kids will

be able to spend Christmas in their

newly renovated home. Right now,
they are staying at a hotel in Fenton.
John and Jessica Nelson own their
home on Sixth Street but found them-
selves falling behind with maintaining
it. They both work and there was just
never enough time to take care of the
home built in the 1800s.

With seven children ranging in age
from 5-17, the Fenton school district
and the district’s resource officer, Tom
Cole, reached out to Dawn Placek,
executive director for Fenton Area
Resources and Referral Network, Inc.
(FARR) to see if FARR could provide
some resources for the kids.

After spending some time with the
parents, it was evident to Dawn that
the Nelsons were attempting to make
major repairs on the home they own,
however, they didn’t have the resourc-
es or time.

I wrote about this in mid-November
and so much has been done to the
Nelsons’ home since that time. First,
the family temporarily moved out of
the home and has been staying at the

“A bird! To be able to have wings and
fly almost anywhere whenever you
want. What an amazing super power
that would be to have! | would end
up in the warm states every winter.’
Keshia Furst, Linden

MIDWEEK TIMES

‘Miracle on Sixth Street’ continues

Comfort Inn. Dawn said
the hotel staff has been so
wonderful to work with
and they have provided a
lot of help for the family.
The house was pretty much
gutted down to the studs so
that damaged drywall could
be removed. While doing
this, they found the home
had no insulation in the
walls. The Nelsons had pur-
chased a furnace, but didn’t have the
resources to have it installed. Dawn
said for the last four years, they relied
on space heaters.

FARR has been reaching out to its
community of organizations and busi-

Sharon Stone

nesses and in turn, Dawn
said they have had so many
wonderful people stepping
up with material and labor.
Last week, they were
finishing up the installation
of drywall and getting the
home properly insulated.
This week, the two bath-
rooms are being finished.
They turned one large
bathroom into two. She said
Vic Bond Sales in Fenton has provided
everything they needed for the bath-
rooms. They received a new washer
and dryer, which will be such an im-
provement for the family since they
See SIXTH STREET on 9

HunterDouglas

Certified blind repair & cleaning specialists!

DRAPERY * BLINDS * CURTAINS

Ca\\ETE
1)
pICK-UP &
DELIVERY

*COMFORTERS

*WASH, DRY, FOLD
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| EATHER/SHOES - cleaning, repair

Y 4
Jan’s
810.687.7590
7DAYS

Take Down & Rehang, Clean & Repair

* ALTERATIONS
«PPE - medical scrubs, lab coats, uniforms

PROFESSIONAL
DRY CLEANERS

OPEN
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Hotlines

Submit Hot lines online at tctimes.com
or text to 810-771-8398

All submissions, if approved for publication, must be 50
words or less and do not necessarily reflect the views of
the Tri-County Times. We reserve the right
to edit for clarity, length and liability.

MY KINGDOM FOR a newly
paved road at the Owen Road/
Silver Lake Road area. It's the
worst area in the city. It’s like
I’'m driving through the Grand
Canyon. Please fix that area,
Fenton, it's right off the highway
and it's so embarrassing.

[ ] ] ]
JUST PAID $3.09 for gas. Thank
you President Biden for lowering
gas prices. If you blame the
president for the prices going
up, then you must thank him for
when they drop.

(] ] ]
CONSIDER IN THE 1950s and
1960s when a child asked for
something the parent said,
‘we’ll see.’ In the 1980s parents
said 'yes.” We see today the
problem that caused, everyone
must play, everyone gets a
participation medal.

(] ] ]
SUPPORT EQUALITY, REJECT
equity.

(] ] ]
TRACK AND TRACE

pedophiles, not healthy people.
(] ] ]

Compiled by Hannah Ball, staff reporter —— Question asked to Tri-County Times’ Facebook followers

“A bear. Take a big long nap and
skip winter. And eat all | want when
| wake up.”

Tammy Lindsey Sack
Fenton Township

“An Antarctic Blue Whale. Because
it is the largest animal on the planet,
and at approximately 400,000Ibs.
No one will notice the extra 10lbs |
put on for the holidays.”

Drew Shapiro, fenton

“Road kill, honestly”

Masen Gunderson
Linden
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Event raises more than $15_000 for R&R employees

M Patrons of burned down
speakeasy hold fundraiser

for affected employees

By Hannah Ball

Fenton — For one night, it felt like
The Relief and Resource Co. was open
again.

The R&R WhiskeyClub Fundraiser
raised $15,511 after expenses on Sat-
urday, Dec. 10 at The Laundry Room.

“It’s been good. It’s ultimately just
amazing to see everybody,” said Jon
Foley, head bartender and co-owner of
R&R.“There was a culture that existed
at that bar and tonight, it’s like it’s back
for a night.”

It’s bittersweet for him.

“There’s an element of reliving what
happened over and over again,” he said.
“Asamazingas thisis, it wouldn’tbe hap-
pening if it didn’t burn down. That’s not
to say we’re not grateful but it would be
nice to be back at work. It would be nice
to be serving all you guys drinks again.”

He said the fact that they’re helping
the staff, especially during this holiday

season, is “incredible.”

Foley told the audience that it’s “won-
derful”tosee everyone and thathe misses
the bar very much.

The restaurant and bar originally
opened in August 2016. El Topo and Re-
lief & Resource opened in August 2016
and were a popular destination in the city.

Zac and Vena Boddy, who have been
members of the R&R Whiskey Club
for years, planned the event to help the
employees who served them drinks for
years.

Boddy said that whenever he tells
people he’s from Fenton, they ask ifhe’s
beento the “Pringles” speakeasy because
the door to the bar was the front of a
Pringles machine. At the event, they had
Pringles cans set out as table decorations
and snacks, and they hung a few R&R
posters that were saved from the fire.

Along with ticket sales, organizers
held numerous fundraisers, games and
raffles.

Zac Boddy said they had a few big do-
nations. One anonymous donor contrib-
uted close to $7,000 to cover the cost of
The Laundry Room. Another person who

(Left) Zac Boddy event organizer of the R&R WhlskeyCIUb Fundraiser, and Jon
Foley, head bartender and co-owner of The Relief & Resource Co., sell cards
during the event. (Right) Foley, standing next to Vena Boddy, event organizer,
gives a speech and thanks attendees for their support. Photo: Hannah Ball

wasn’t able to attend donated $4,000.

More than 60 people attended the
event. Boddy was surprised at how a
small group of people raised this amount
money for the 10 employees.

We knew they created a great environ-
ment and great culture, but raising that
amountofmoney with such asmall group
of people really speaks volume to how
special of a place they created. It wasn’t
just a bar,” he said.

Boddy thanked all the donors that
made the fundraiser possible.

“We had a great time. Vena and 1, it’s
the first time we’ve organized anything
like that. We were extremely nervous
leaving up to the event,” he said. “The
turnout was a much bigger impact than
we had anticipated. It was pretty freak-
ing awesome. It was the experience that
we had envisioned creating for the R&R
staff.”

Dort ¥ Financial
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LO OUT
WITH
JOY

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
DECEMBER 18 - 2PM
Fenton United Methodist Church

119S.LeroySt

Fenton

Free Admission
Donations accepted for
EMU Italy Choir tour
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your water
Tired of Rusty, Smelly Water?
PFOS, PFOA or Lead Concerns?
SALT SALE SATURDAY )
SATURDAY | SPECIAL 1
Dura-Cube Standard 5-Gallon Bottled Water

53a9 ﬁ@ﬂ $3 Each

Or 30¢ Self Fill Gallon (at Howell only)
Restrictions Apply. Expires 12/31/22 TCT Restrictions Apply. Expires 12/31/22 TCT

15% OFF

Ex p 12/31/22 TCT

(CALL TODAY!
' 25% OFF

Certified Water Softeners
* Limited Supplies
ASK ABOUT OUR
OOO FINANCING
& RENTAL OPTIONS
Restrictions Apply. Call for details. TCT

- - - -
Servicing Southeastern Michigan % K
BeauchampWater.com R of - g -

Howell Waterford * . Fentons
2860 Grand River 7766 Highland Rd 19005 Silver Pkwy
517.447.2000 248.642.2000 810.279.2000
M-F 9-5:30 - Sat 8-3 M-F 9-5:30 - Sat 8-3 COMING SOON!
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Brighton
872 N. Old US 23

810.632.2000
M-F 85 - Sat 8-3

Mark McCabe
67th District Court

° Ask the

When witnesses are
unavailable for trial

Under our system of justice, we have
trials where witnesses are called by
each side and a judge or jury renders a
verdict.

However, there are times when a
witness doesn’t testify because they
have been declared unavailable by the
court for one reason or another.

Today I’ll discuss what
“unavailable” means in Michigan and
how a criminal felony trial can still be
held without that testimony.

In felony matters, there are
often District Court Preliminary
Examinations conducted to determine
if there is sufficient evidence (probable
cause) to send the case to Circuit Court
for trial.

When that happens and the case is
about to be tried, but a witness can’t
testify, there are five main situations
under a Michigan Rule of Evidence
when the witness can be declared
“unavailable.” These include situations
when the witness:

(1) is exempted by ruling of the

court on the ground of privilege from
testifying, an example being “spousal
privilege” when one spouse isn’t

required to testify against the other;

(2) refusal to testify despite a court order;
(3) lack of memory;

(4) inability to be present at the hearing
due to death or physical or mental illness
or other infirmity;

(5) is absent from the hearing and can’t
be served with a subpoena by the party
wanting their testimony despite their best
efforts.

When a witness is declared
unavailable by the court, alternative
ways are allowed to present prior witness
statements as follows:

(1) former testimony such as at a
preliminary examination, this is the most
common method;

(2) statement under belief of impending
death as to the cause or circumstances of
death;

(3) statement against interest made by a
witness;

(4) statement regarding personal or
family history.

A witness is not unavailable if the
reason for it is the wrongful acts of the
party who wants to introduce the prior
statements.

The above are just the highlights
of the rule and there are many other
possibilities. I have had criminal cases
when a witness testified before me in
District Court and then failed to appear at
Circuit Court out of fear of retaliation by
the defendant or their associates.

In the end, justice demands that trials
be held when witnesses are unavailable
and a just verdict can then be rendered.

Submitted by Hillary Hatch

If you did not apply for Medicare
Part B (medical insurance) within
three months before or after turning
age 65, you have another chance each
year during the General Enrollment
Period. The period runs from Jan. 1
to March 31 every year.

If you don’t enroll in Part B when
you’re first eligible for it, you may
have to pay a late enrollment penalty
for as long as you have Part B cover-
age. Your monthly premium will in-
crease 10% for each 12-month period
that you were eligible for Part B but
did not sign up for it. Your coverage

General enroliment period
for Medicare Part B

starts the first day of the month after
you sign up.

To learn more about Medicare,
visit our Medicare Benefits page at
ssa.gov/benefits/medicare. You may
also read our publication at ssa.gov/
pubs/EN-05-10043.pdf.

Share this information with your
friends and loved ones who may
need it.

Hillary Hatch is the public affairs
specialist for West Michigan. You can
write her c/o Social Security Adminis-
tration, 3045 Knapp NE, Grand Rap-
ids MI 49525 or via email at hillary.
hatch@ssa.gov
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224-unit subdivision approved

M Age-restricted subdivision
will be built in phases

By Hannah Ball

The Fenton Township Planning Com-
mission approved the final site plan for
the 224-unit, age-restricted subdivision,
which will be built on Lahring Road
between U.S. 23 and Jennings Road, on
Thursday, Dec. 8.

Brookwood Fenton will be a multi-
family residential community age 55+
with recreation areas, pathways around
the site, and a 2,500 square foot club-
house. The property is 73 acres.

Garner Properties & Management
Company plans to build the development
on the north side of Lahring Road. The
residential development is planned to
have 20 six-plex buildings (120 units), 22
four-plex buildings (88 units) and eight
two-plex buildings (16 units), for a total
of 224 units.

Chris Garner of Brookwood Estate
Senior Living attended the Thursday
meeting to discuss the project and answer
questions. Commissioners had concerns

and questions aboutsidewalks, driveways
and more.

The units will be built in phases. The
property was rezoned to PUD on April 2,
2022 with conditions.

“Storm water management will con-
sist of multiple detention basins with
one outlet to the existing watercourse.
Public sanitary sewer and water main are
to be installed for the development with
connections to both services at Lahring
Road. Landscaping will be provided and
has been shown around the site to buf-
fer the development from U.S. 23 and
Lahring Road. A good portion of the site
will be undisturbed to protect the natural
features,” according to the information
packetprovided by Zoning Administrator
Michael Deem.

During past meetings, citizens raised
concerns about traffic, especially with the
proximity to Lake Fenton High School. A
Wade Trim traffic study conducted in Jan-
uary 2022, with both actual traffic counts
and historic pre-COVID traffic counts,
found that the Brookwood development
will have minimal effect on traffic.

How to prevent package theft

M Install security cameras,
coordinate with delivery
companies, check with

neighbors, and more tips

By Hannah Ball

The holiday season is the busiest
season for online shopping.

Delivery drivers leave packages in
mailboxes if they fit. If they’re too
large, boxes and packages are placed
on porches and/or in front of doors.
While this is a convenient method of
shopping, it gives thieves ample op-
portunity to steal.

Inthe U.S., approximately 49 million
Americans have reported at least one
package stolen in the past 12 months,
according to security.org.

“Package theft was more common
in multi-family dwellings than single-
family homes, as well as in urban
areas (16 percent) than in suburban (9
percent) and rural areas (8 percent),”
according to a survey from Consumer

Reports.

Incidents were also reported more
frequently among younger people and
lower-income households.

Fortunately, local police chiefs
say package theft is not a significant
problem.

Argentine Township Police Chief
Dan Allen said they haven’t had any
reported incidents last year or this year.

Linden Police Chief Scott Sutter said
they haven’t seen a problem here in
Linden. He encouraged people to track
their packages, know which company is
handling delivery and save the receipt
and tracking number. People can also
request a signature confirmation upon
delivery, which prevents the delivery
driver from leaving the package unat-
tended.

Buyers may also be able to request a
specific delivery time.

Sutter also recommends asking
the delivery company to leave your
packages somewhere it can’t be seen

See THEFT on 8

EZREAD

VIEW FULL COLOR, DIGITAL

VERSIONS OF THE PAPER AT TCTIMES.COM

tectimes.com

& ent

ertainment

BISTRO

810-208-7297

frankshoppybistro.com

's famous

Voted Fenton's

BEST SEAFOOD!.__

Seafood ¢ Pizza * Beer » Wine ¢ Cocktails

3235 W Thompson Rd « Fenton
Tues-Thur 4-8pm = Fri-Sat 4-9 « Sun 4-8pm

1 OO/ OFF TOTAL BILL
o
Valid at Fenton location only.
Cannot be combined with other offers or discounts. ;

810-714-2400 | 17055 Silver Parkway | Fenton
Next to Michigan Ortho in the Silver Pointe Plaza with The UPS Store, Dunham’s & VG’s.

www.LaMarsaCuisine.com

Open 7 days | 10am-9pm
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Triple Delight & Company celebrates grand opening
Friends, family, and Holly Area Chamber members came out to support
the grand opening of the only full-service bakery in the Holly area, Triple
Delight & Company, owned by Nick and Jennie Mendoza. Located at
4048 Grange Hall Rd., Triple Delight will bring a triple threat to the area by
offering a full line of homemade baked goods with production beginning
at 4 a.m. each morning, including complete party rental supplies and
catering for all your party needs. Photo: Bridget Koledo

Don’t wait in lines...
We’re quicker than Santa
Chugging eggnog!
SHIPPING * STAMPS
PACKAGING * MAILING SERVICES
MAILBOX RENTAL + OFFICE SUPPLIES
" PRINTING & COPYING & MORE

SAVE TIME &
ENERGY WHEN

YOU HAVE US
PACK & SHIP ALL
YOUR HOLIDAY
GIFTS!

810-208-7155
COME & SEE US AT 1114 N. Leroy * Fenton

OUR NEW ADDRESS! (next to Fenton Meat Market)
GoinPostalFenton.com ¢ Fax: 810-208-7156
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Continued from Page 7

from the street.

“Consider installing security cam-
eras, both as a deterrent and to assist
the police if you become a victim of
porchpirates,” he said. “Delivery alerts.
Many delivery companies offer - at no
cost - textnotification to your cell phone
when a package has been delivered.”

Those with Amazon Prime can use
Amazon Key and let delivery drivers
place packages inside your garage. On-
line shoppers should also consider buy-
ing a PO box at a nearby post office to
have packages delivered there.

Holly Police Chief Jerry Narsh said
they haven’t had any reports of stolen
packages. He often sees on social me-
dia people posting about receiving a
package that wasn’t sent to them and
delivering it to the right place.

“Unfortunately, this is the time of
year where opportunists will drive
around searching porches. They will
targetneighborhoods as they have more

opportunity for a package on a porch.
There are several ways to mitigate this
kind of theft,” he said. “The best is
the lock box that is available at online
locations.”

“Or, in an even better way to shop
securely- shop local. See if there is a
local business that is selling the items
you need. Our local retail stores are the
places that support our community and
donate to local causes. Ask your local
Downtown Development Authority for
a list of businesses in your area, you
may just discover the safest purchase
yet,” Narsh said.

Tips from Narsh:

1. Check with neighbors. Sometimes,
your package may not be stolen, just
simply at the wrong address.

2. Don’t leave unattended packages.
3. Ship to a local store.

4. Use a security camera.

5. Require a signature.

6. Consider a package receiving ser-
vice.

7. Purchase a secure porch lock box for
package delivery

SANTA

Continued from Page 3

Thompson, a Linden High School
graduate and member of the Linden Mills
Historical Society, also has deep ties
to Linden and the area. He first played
Santa after a friend asked him if he was
interested in taking on the role for the
Holly Dickens Festival. In his 40 years of
playing Santa, he’s donned the costume
hundreds of times.

Thompson has an old edition of The
Fenton Independent dated Dec. 3, 1998,
with him on the front page dressed as
Santa.

“It’s a lot of fun, the kids are a lot of
fun,” he said. The kids ask for anything
from dinosaurs to robots. Every year is a
bit different. One kid said she wanted her
grandpa to get better.

His wife made the costume and they
bought the wig. Thompson colors his eye-
brows gray and puts blush on his cheeks
to make it seem like he just came from the
North Pole’s cold climate. At one point,
he wore a fat suit around his middle. It
takes him about 20 minutes to a half hour
to get changed.

People call Thompson frequently and
askhimtoattend events. Thefirst weekend

in December is always the busiest. Over
the years, he’s been Santa at Jinglefest,
Holiday Happening, local school events,
Boy Scouts events and more. He also
does private parties. He once delivered a
horse to a young girl when he was dressed
as Santa.

Some of the busiest events this year
were Breakfast with Santa at Hyatt
Elementary on Dec. 3 and Jinglefest in
Fenton.

“I enjoy doing it. I do it for the kids,”
he said.

He’s experienced at staying in char-
acter so the kids don’t suspect anything.
The kids in the Linden Music Boosters
program never recognized him when he
played Santa in the Linden Holiday Hap-
pening Parade.

“I would go talk to them because I did
it for many years. Not one of them over
the years knew it was me,” he said.

Neither did most of the young children
in his family. In photos of his niece meet-
ing Santa as a young girl, it’s actually
Thompsoninthe costume. At family func-
tions, he would dress up as Santato deliver
presents, change and then rejoin the fam-
ily. The kids never suspected anything.

His tips for people who wish to play
Santa? Enjoy meeting the kids and have
fun.
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SIXTH STREET

Continued from Page 4

Linden High School students
help pack food boxes for fami-
lies at the Food Bank of Eastern
Michigan on Friday, Dec. 9.
See story from page 1. Submitted photos

had been going to the laundromat.

Costs that have been covered in-
clude approximately $1,000 for in-
sulation, $20,000 for the two bath-
rooms, and $15,000 for the kitchen.
Dawn said in total, approximately
$75,000 has been spent on making
their home livable again.

Demo work has provided some
surprises for workers. Early on,
when they ripped out a ceiling, an
envelope containing $2,000 fell out.
Recently, when electricians were
redoing all the electrical, they dis-
covered live wires that led nowhere
inside the walls. Dawn said they are
lucky their home didn’t catch fire.

The Fenton Education Founda-
tion is taking care of the kids this
Christmas.

FARR has their team of financial
advisors and counselors working
with all the family members so that
they all will be successful maintain-
ing their home and keeping up with
all their school work.

The two oldest kids will have
their own bedrooms and the five
younger ones will share rooms.

The boys asked their room include
trucks and the girls requested pinks,
purples and yellows. Dawn said
Heather Green with God’s Love
Foundation worked with Jessica
and together they incorporated
ideas they found on Pinterest to
decorate the rest of the home. Jes-
sica realized she likes barn doors,
so they are including a couple for
her. A member of The Rock Church
is making them a large farm table. Sunday, December 25
Dawn said the family has never had 12 MIDNIGHT

a table large enough for them to eat 9AM | TTAM

St. John the Evangelist

Catholic Church
. 600 N. Adelaide St. | Fenton | 810-629-2251
Christmas Mass Schedule
CHRISTMAS VIGIL

W@ @@B{ID@ Satuzdg{;l Dlecgn;aery

CHRISTMAS DAY

To advertise your church’s holiday worship services,
please contact Kathleen Smith at 8104336787

together. 3
I s 1
Since the plan is to have the Tyrone Covenant Presbyterian Church A
famlly baCk in another Week or so, gr Juin us in celebrating the coming ol the Christ Child,
b

Dawn said The Home Depot of

Fenton is providing the Christmas (l’j 1 11 “i S as }“J Ve
tree and all decorations for free. ) : ;
As of last week, the one big tick- CANDLELIGHT SERVICE —
et item they still needed was floor- 4:00 PM Solemnity of Mary,
ing. Dawn was hopeful that another Mother of God
know about you, but I’'m excited 10:15 AM ’5 PM
to be on Sixth Street when FARR _ ’ :
does the blg reveal, which Ofrlght = Tyrane Cowenant Preabytedan Chirch Sunday’ January 1
now has not been s,cheduled' "‘.::' A0IYE WhHEie Like Rodd, Fennod, M1 484 20 - 8:30 AM I 10 AM | 11:30 AM

PhiB10-629-1261 Twonepcd org
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JEFF BLUM

Agency Owner

810-735-3023
Jeff@jeffblumsf.com

1017 N. Bridge Street - Linden
Jeffblumsf.com

CONSUMERS

Continued from Page 1

sponsibility to help our customers who
count on us every day,” said Garrick Ro-
chow, Consumers Energy’s president and
CEO. “Natural gas prices have climbed
across the Midwest and nation, and we
are committed to helping customers
manage their bills and help those in need
immediately.”

The money is being distributed through
The Salvation Army, TrueNorth Com-
munity Services, United Way of South
Central Michigan, Roscommon County

MIDWEEK TIMES

United Way, United Way for Southeastern
Michigan, the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul, the Superior Watershed Partnership
and Michigan Veterans Trust Fund.

Customers should call 2-1-1 if they are
facing hardship or are trying to access the
new funding. The 2-1-1 service is a free
resource that connects Michiganders with
nonprofits to find help with basic needs,
from energy bills to food and shelter.
Consumers Energy customers also should
call 800-477-5050 if they are facing chal-
lenges with their bill.

Consumers Energy and its foundation
provided over $12 million in energy bill

36th

Jesus
Wa

A Gift to the Community
Saturday - December 17
Sunday - December 18

Spm - 8pm

A 20 minute outdoor walk through the events
that foretold and preceded Christ's birth.

Warm up with music and refreshments inside after your walk

Event Held At:

Tyrone Covenant Presbyterian Church
10235 White Lake Road « Fenton, Ml 48430
(810) 629-1261 www.tyronepca.org

Exit 77 - off U.S. 23, just South of Fenton - 1/4 mile west on the right.
(Look for Jesus Walk Sign and Parking Attendants.)

We invite you to join us for our

R Christmas Eve Service

tctimes.com

and basic needs assistance this year. That
includes $4.5 million announced in Janu-
ary and another $500,000 last month from
the Consumers Energy Foundation for food
banks and United Ways in Michigan.

Consumers Energy is helping custom-
ers as natural gas costs have climbed this
year. Many homes and businesses will
see double-digit percent increases in their
heating bills this winter, which is spurring
Consumers Energy to help customers
reduce their bills and provide direct as-
sistance to those in need.

“The Salvation Army is so grateful to
Consumers Energy for this incredible,
timely gift. We will join forces with them,
as well as the other partnering organiza-
tions, to distribute these funds to those in
need this winter season,” said Maj. Lisa
Mueller, general secretary of The Salva-
tion Army Great Lakes Division. “This
gift helps us to continue to serve and meet
needs in the community.”

“We want to keep the people we serve
safe and comfortable in their own homes,
and want everyone to know Consumers
Energy is doing all we can to help,” Ro-
chow said. “Whether youneed assistance
or know someone who does, please
spread the word that help is available and
justaphone call away. Let’s care for each
other this holiday season by looking out
for each other.”

Many people can manage their winter
bills by starting with simple tips at home
orwork. Learn more at ConsumersEnergy.
com/coldweather.

* Have your heating system tuned and
inspected by a service professional. Heat
losses from a poorly maintained system
can range between 1-2% a year.

¢ Clean or replace your furnace filter
often during the heating season. If your
furnace can “breathe” more easily, it will
use less energy.

*Dialyour thermostat downatnightand
add an extra blanket for warmth.

* Make sure your attic, basement, garage
and exterior doors are closed to prevent
cold drafts from getting in and heat from
getting out.

* Turn on your ceiling fan. Ceiling fans
set at a slow speed push warm air away
from the ceiling and move it around the
room without creating a chilling breeze.

Consumers Energy, Michigan’s largest
energy provider, is the principal subsid-
iary of CMS Energy (NYSE: CMS), pro-
viding natural gas and/or electricity to 6.8
million of the state’s 10 million residents
in all 68 Lower Peninsula counties.
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M Sheriff’s office includes
Fenton family in this year’s

Christmas Spectacular

By Hannah Ball

Fenton — There’s been a miracle on
Sixth Street in Fenton.

A family of nine in Fenton will have
a happy Christmas this year thanks to
the Genesee County Sheriff’s Office
and community support in fixing up
their house.

Sheriff Chris Swanson and the GCSO
included the Nelson family in this year’s
Christmas Spectacular, which is when
they deliver care packages to families
that need a little extra help during the
holiday season. Sponsors donate toys,
household items, toiletries, food and
more for these packages. This year, they
delivered approximately 200 boxes.

Swanson and a group of people sur-
prised the Nelson family on Saturday,
Dec. 10 at their Sixth Street residence.

“We’re going to bless you today,
man,” Swanson told John Nelson and his
sevenKkids. “We got people coming from
all over the country to help bless you.
You can thank the Tri-County Times and
FARR. We know that sometimes things
happen that you don’t ask for but we’re
going to help you out.”

The family was given gift cards to
McDonald’s, Kroger, a care package,
and a free three-day trip to Splash Vil-
lage for the entire family.

“To get a break from everything and
just go and enjoy and play games,”

Swanson said.

Nelson, father of seven, was visibly
emotional and responded with a simple
“thank you.”

Times Editor Sharon Stone first
learned about this family in early No-
vember after talking with Dawn Placek,
the executive director of Fenton Area
Resources and Referral Network, Inc.
(FARR). She wrote a column called
“‘Miracle on Sixth Street’project” about
FARR helping the family. Swanson
wanted to help, too.

Nelson said he and his wife, Jes-
sica Macdougall-Nelson, purchased the
home in 2013.

“Unfortunately, there just seemed to
be more work than I could get accom-
plished. COVID hit as I was trying to
get everything done. I just couldn’t get
everything done between my job, mak-
ing sure [ could provide what I could for
thekids. I was buying whatI could when
I could, trying to do the repairs as [ was
goingalong. It got to be overwhelming,”
he said. “Officer Tom Cole from Fenton
reached out to me because of my kids
in the schools.”

“Between them and God’s love and
this whole community, my home’s get-
ting fixed for my family,” Nelson said.

Cole is the school resource officer
who contacted FARR about the family’s
situation. They’re living in temporary
housing while work is being done on
the home. The structure needed a new
furnace, drywall repair, anew bathroom,
a laundry room and more. The city

became aware of a water issue and city
officials deemed the home unlivable.
This prompted a faster response from
FARR.Placek said Cole was determined
to not let this family lose their house.

The Home Depot, Vic Bond Salesand
Goyette Mechanical have been major
contributors to the home renovations.
GFL, the city’s trash collecters, donated
two large dumpsters. An owner trying
to sell a large wooden playground set
donated the set to the kids. God’s Love
Foundation moved the set to their
backyard.

Nelson’s wife, Jessica, was work-
ing on Saturday during this time and

Swanson surprised her at work to tell
her the news.

While making these deliveries on Sat-
urday, the GCSO was joined by sponsors
from McDonald’s, Kroger, and more
as well people from New York and Los
Angeles. A group of volunteers were at
the Sixth Street residence working on
the home when everyone arrived. The
public can see thismoment on the GCSO
Facebook page.

Swanson described the event as
a “group effort” and thanked all the
Christmas Spectacular sponsors that
participated. He offered the Nelson’s
more support in the future if needed.

CITY OF LINDEN
Tessa Sweeney, City Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF LINDEN
GENESEE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that any person or persons removing personal
property from a residential or commercial premises and placing said personal
property in the front lawn or street right-of-way in violation of Chapter 8.04 of
the City of Linden Municipal Code as a result of a foreclosure or eviction
proceeding, is guilty of a misdemeanor.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that any personal property so deposited in the front
lawn or street right-of-way constitutes a public nuisance. The City of Linden will
take immediate action to abate the nuisance. Any costs or expenses incurred
by the City of Linden will be charged as a special assessment against the
subject property and placed upon the tax rolls for collection.
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Midweek Sudoku

FEATORRS Midweek Crossword
ACROSS
1 Singer Lovett
5 "Ben-Hur"

studio
8 Beanies
12 "Madam

Secretary"

actress
14 Opposite of

"sans"
15 Very hungry
16 Gambling city
17 Coqau —
18 Painter

Georges
20 Watched sur-

reptitiously
23 Pot covers 41
24 Any time now [;7
25 Stuffed Italian

pasta 49 .51
28 Boy king
29 Doctrine 51 Playwright 10 Elizabeth 27 Apple tablet
30 NYPD alert O'Casey of "Jacob's 29 Squabble
32 Gulches DOWN Ladder" 31 "See yal"
34 Potter's medi- 1 USPS delivery 11 Highlander 33 Like marble

um 2 Pro vote 13 Oklahoma city 34 Great divides
35 New newts 3 Restroom, for 19 Redact 36 Commotion
36 Tint short 20 Retired jet 37 Grabbed
37 Import duty 4 Football team 21 Serve coffee 38 Both (Pref.)
40 JFK info 5 Earthcircler 22 Greek vowel 39 Check
41 Portent 6 Bearded 23 Highway divi- 40 Divisible by
42 Enraptured beast sions two
47 Theater award 7 Written mes- 25 Cheap way to 43 St. crosser
48 Eternally sages live 44 Weed whacker
49 Variety 8 Tenor Enrico 26 Chorus sylla- 45 Notable time
50 Still, inverse 9 Sayit's so bles 46 Lair

CROSSWORD PUZZLESPONSORED BY
TIMES
256 N. Fenway Dr., Fenton Ml 48430  810-629-8282
©2022 King Features Synd., Inc. * Answers in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

tctimes.com

FUN BY THE NUMBERS 3 5 4
Place a number in the
empty boxes in such a way that 4 9|2 6
each row across, each column
down and each small 9-box 5 811
square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine. 2 5 4
SUDOKU PUZZLE 8 9 7
SPONSORED BY
> 3 6 2
(

Dort Fi al = ’
CREDIT UNION 3|4 7
DORTONLINE.ORG 1 6 8

800 521 3796 DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢
. . & Moderate 4@ Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
©2022 King Features Synd., Inc. by Linda Thistle ® Answers in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

Unscramble these four
Jumbles, one letter to
each square, to form
four ordinary words.

JUNMIBLE

T JEVND ]
HONO®

©2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

of the Tri-County Times

Answers in this Sunday’s edition

A 4

JUMBLE PUZZLE EglLE[ ] | |
SPONSORED BY
.
lz STUMP RRAATT
GRINDING i
FREE ESTIMATES ‘ | K A\ XJ
INSURED

810-730-7262 [ ASCION |
810-629-9215 ) | | () |

Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app

Midweek Jumble

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
a

IF 0.5 AUTOMOBILE OWNERS
COLLECTIVELY HAD A FAVORITE

LFLOWEEZ, IT WOULD BE THE ——~

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Ans.“ - i1
here: KXX]KXXXXX}

ARIES

Mar 21/Apr 20

Aries, no matter how much you
try to tip the odds in your favor,
this week is much more about
the luck of the draw. Keep a
positive outlook and things
may turn out in your favor.

TAURUS

Apr 21/May 21

Taurus, if winter’s chill is
getting you down, you may
want to plan a getaway to
somewhere warmer. That
may be just what you need to
recharge.

GEMINI

May 22/Jun 21

The two sides of your per-
sonality are lately at odds
with one another, Gemini. You
have to make an important
decision, so seek out a friend
for advice.

CANCER

Jun 22/Jul 22

Cancer, you lean toward

an optimistic view on most
things, but it is alright to be
realistic at some points along
the way, or even slightly skep-
tical. Balance is key.

Horoscopes

LEO

Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, if you are feeling under
the weather this week, you
will have to put on a smile and
push through. It is the holi-
days, after all. Seek as much
help as others can muster.

VIRGO

Aug 24/Sept 22

Virgo, you are on borrowed
time regarding your finances.
Take a careful look at your
budget this week and make
the tweaks necessary to stay
afloat if income wanes.

LIBRA

Sept 23/0ct 23

A companion animal in your
life needs some attention,
Libra. There may be some
vet bills to contend with, but
luckily you can handle that
without much issue.

SCORPIO

Oct 24/Nov 22

The activity you have been turn-
ing to provide mental stimula-
tion just may not be cutting

it any longer. Start to explore
some other options and see if
there may be a better fit.

SAGITTARIUS

Nov 23/Dec 21

A health issue that has been
getting the better of you for

some time will be resolved for

in the days to come, Sagit-
tarius. It'll be birthday good
news. Start celebrating.

CAPRICORN

Dec 22/Jan 20

Capricorn, after a tumultuous
few weeks, things in your life
finally settle down. Embrace
the opportunity to rest and do
not take on any new projects
until next year.

For the week of
December 12, 2022

AQUARIUS

Jan 21/Feb 18

Aquarius, things may not be
going completely according to
plan on the professional front.
But at home you have gotten
into a solid groove. Use this
win to boost your mood.

PISCES

Feb 19/Mar 20

There is much more to a
situation than meets the eye,
Pisces. Delve deeper to learn
about a person’s true motiva-
tion.



Lady Bronchos break long losing skid, defeat Dragons

By David Troppens

The date was March 18, 2021 when the
Holly varsity girls basketball team defeated
Clio 54-24.

That was the last time the Bronchos won a
game, losing 23 straight.

But now a win streak is starting. The Bron-

chos took a lead and held on down the stretch,
earning a 35-33 victory against Swartz Creek.

“It’s huge,” Holly varsity girls basketball
coach Ben Varner said. “They’ve been work-
ing and believing, so this is huge for them. We
finally hit some shots. If we can make shots,
we can be competitive.”

The contest was, by far, the Bronchos’ best
of the season. And the third quarter, which is
usually a big bugaboo stanza for the Bronchos,
wasn’t in this game. Holly scored a season-
high 15 points in the third. Holly led just 15-12
entering halftime, but the 15-point third gave

See BRONCHOS on 16

Lake Fenton’'s Emerson Baker chases
down a ball during a recent contest.
Photo: David Troppens

Blue Devils defeat
Brandon Blackhawks

By David Troppens

The Lake Fenton varsity girls basket-
ball team is off to an outstanding start to
the 2022-23 season.

The Blue Devils have played three
games and recorded three double-digit
victories.

The most recent one came against the
Ortonville-Brandon Blackhawks. Lake
Fenton’s defense held Brandon to three
or less points in three of the four quar-
ters en route to a 69-16 victory.

“It was a great team win and great de-
fense again,” Lake Fenton varsity girls
basketball coach Karlie Dieck said.

Nine players scored and four record-
ed double-digit point totals. The squad
jumped to a 20-2 lead in the first quarter
with five players scoring, but none of
them hitting more than two field goals
during the eight-minute period. Kendyl
Smith hit a trey and a two-pointer, giv-
ing her five for the quarter, while Cola
Sisk, Makenna Clement and SJ Fellen-
baum had two field goals for four points

See BLUE DEVILS on 15
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Holly’s Makena McGee

Eagles open Stripes action with a victory

By David Troppens

Linden — Jase Becher has
a friend on Linden’s JV boys
basketball game who scored 23
points Thursday night.

Becher didn’t want him to
win high-scoring honors for the
week.

“I said I had to one-up him,
and I outscored him by one
point,” Becher said.

The sophomore post play-
er did a little more than that.
Becher had a game-high 24
points, 16 rebounds and three
blocks in the Linden varsity
boys basketball team’s 62-56
Flint Metro League Stripes Di-
vision win against Kearsley. It
also was first-year coach Matt
Christensen’s first win at the
helm with the Eagles.

“It feels good to get it out of
the way so we can focus on get-
ting better,” Christensen said.

The Eagles did get better
since their first game of the sea-
son on Monday at Lake Fenton.
The Blue Devils won that game
by a 71-41 margin.

Kearsley did sneak to the
early lead, taking an 11-6 lead
after a three-pointer by Da’Kari
Neely, but the Eagles respond-
ed. Bryson Phillips dished an
assist to Colin Weiss for a three-
pointer, and Konner Hulett hit a
free throw, cutting the Kearsley

lead to just 11-10 entering the
second quarter.

The Hornets started the sec-
ond quarter with back-to-back
layups from Jakhi Johnson and
Neely, but the Eagles responded
with an 8-0 run that gave them
the lead back. The run started
with an assist from Tyler Wil-
lard on a Becher bucket and
ended on a putback hoop from
Becher. When the run ended,
the Eagles enjoyed an 18-15
lead. Linden would never trail
again.

Kearsley cut the gap to 18-
17 on a baseline drive by Lu-
cas Groulx, but Weiss assisted
a driving layup by Becher and
Hulett followed with a layin of
his own, giving Linden a 22-17
lead. The Eagles took a 24-20
lead into the half.

The Eagles took over in the
third quarter. They hit 8-of-17
shots while Kearsley managed
to hit on just 4-of-11 shots, al-
lowing the Eagles to raise their
lead to double-digits. It grew to
double-digits for the first time
on a jumper by Joe Miller, giv-
ing Linden a 41-30 lead with
1:28 left in the third quarter.
Later, the gap grew to as many
as 45-31 on a hoop by Weiss.
Linden enjoyed a 45-33 lead

See EAGLES on 15

Linden’s Jase Becher scored 24 points in the Eagles’
62-56 Metro League Sripes Division victory against
Kearsley. Photo: Mark Bolen



14

end hot in road
victory at Creek

By David Troppens

There were hot streaks and there
were cold streaks for the Holly varsity
boys basketball team in its Flint Metro
League Stripes Division road contest at
Swartz Creek Friday night.

But for the most part, it was a pretty
impressive effort by the Holly Bronchos.

Holly almost led the entire contest
from start to finish, earning a strong 49-
34 victory against the Dragons.

The Bronchos (1-1) started mighty
hot against Swartz Creek, scoring the
game’s first 13 points. It started with an
Andrew Lewis dish to Mason Clark for
a three-pointer, and that was followed
by a Clark to Lewis three-pointer. Clark
followed those shots with a short six-
footer, giving the Bronchos an 8-0 lead
with 4:29 left in the first quarter.

The Bronchos remained hot. De-
shawn Willis hit a layin and Clark hit
another trey, raising the gap to 13-0
with 3:00 left in the opening quarter.
The Dragons went on a small 6-0 run of
their own, but Ashton Dehart ended the
first quarter with a driving layup at the
buzzer giving the Bronchos a 15-6 lead.

But as good as the first quarter was
for the Bronchos, the second was the di-
rect opposite. Holly converted just one
free throw the entire quarter, converted
by Willis with 3:54 left in the half. The
Bronchos still led 16-8 at that time, but
the Dragons scored six straight points to
end the quarter, cutting Holly’s lead to
16-14 at halftime.

Swartz Creek scored the first two
field goals of the second half, and took
its first lead of the game at 18-16 on the
second one. However, KaVion Smith
responded with a three-pointer, giv-
ing the Bronchos a 19-18 lead. Swartz
Creek tied it with a converted free
throw, but a putback hoop by Bowen
Moore gave the Bronchos the lead for
good. Moore was also fouled, and he
hit the free throw, giving the Bronchos
a22-19 lead at the time. It was followed
by a Smith fastbreak layup, a driving
layup by Tony Simmons and a Smith
jumper. The Bronchos led 28-19, and
eventually would take a 33-26 lead into
the fourth quarter.

CONTINUED AT
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Tigers post strong road
victory vs. Flushing, 52-47

By David Troppens

Sometimes it takes a senior to help lead
a squad to victory by doing something
more than scoring points or playing great
defense.

Fenton varsity boys basketball coach
Chad Logan said he had a senior that
proved that Friday.

Logan told senior Ben Grob that he
wasn’t going to start Friday night because
he wanted the Tigers to have more size in
its starting lineup when Fenton played a
road game against the Flushing Raiders.

“I'told him I wanted to move him to the
bench and start a bigger body and he took
it without blinking,” Logan said. “Now,
that’s leadership. He didn’t start pouting,
and that could be the key to our season.
I wanted to start 6-foot-3 Justin Banura
so we could get physical on the boards.
He just moved on. That’s one switch that
may help us down the road, and that’s
good senior leadership.”

The move worked. Banura scored 11

points, but also provided six blocked
shots, including a key one late, helping
lead the Tigers to a strong 52-47 road vic-
tory against the Raiders.

“Justin Banura and Jadon Burnau
played around the basket in the second
half and they were really dominant,” Lo-
gan said. “They gave us long arms and
big bodies. Banura had six blocks and
those two affected at least as many shots
that they didn’t block.”

The Tigers trailed 16-11 after one
quarter, but had the lead cut to 26-25 by
halftime. Fenton quickly took the lead in
the third quarter, and usually led by about
four to eight points. Colin TerBurgh hit
a three-pointer during the quarter, help-
ing Fenton take a 46-41 lead after three
quarters.

Fenton struggled at the charity stripe in
the fourth quarter, but their defense was
strong. Maybe the key moment of the
contest came defensively when Banura
blocked a shot with 40 seconds left. He

Holly wrestlers finish 2-3 at Frankenmuth

By David Troppens

The Holly varsity wrestling team
competed at the Frankenmuth Invita-
tional and came home with a 2-3 record.

The Bronchos defeated Pinconning
and Whitmore Lake, but lost to North
Branch, Lapeer and Mt. Morris.

Two wrestlers finished with perfect
5-0 records. Chase Couchman (120)
went 5-0 with five pinfall victories. Sean
Murray (126) also went 5-0 with four
pinfall wins. Another wrestler competed
in multiple matches and went perfect.
That was Jacob Devary, who won all
four of his matches by pin.

Jayden Higgins (215) earned four
pinfall wins and went 4-1 while Chris-
tian Preston (150) went 4-1 with a pin-

fall. Hunter Hummel (190) recorded a
3-2 mark with three pinfall wins while
Macklin O’Neal (175) was 2-2 with a
pinfall win.

Holly wrestlers to earn a victory were
Andrew Cross (144), Konner Welch
(157), Hunter Bishop (165), Logan Car-
rollos (150), Kendall Drake (175) and
Riley Hummel (144).

Corunna 39, Holly 30
Holly 63, Byron 6

Holly had five wrestlers finish with
2-0 marks. Hunter Hummel (190) and
Jayden Higgins (215) had the strongest
showings, each recording two pinfall
wins. Hummel had one of his pins in just
1:07 while Higgins had one in 1:22.

CONTINUED AT

Fenton wrestlers compete at Romeo tournament

The Fenton varsity wrestling team
competed at the Romeo Team Tourna-
ment on Saturday.

Fenton beat Crestwood 56-12,
while losing to Detroit Catholic Cen-
tral 55-18, Imlay City 43-36 and Ro-
meo 64-15.

The Tigers had two wrestlers fin-
ish with perfect 4-0 records — Jamal
Horne (113) and Phillip Lamka (175).

Kyle Dunfield (165) and Carson
Krzeszak (285), each finished with 3-1
records with three pinfall wins.

CONTINUED AT
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Fenton’s Sam Dillard attempts a shot
during a recent game. Photo: David Fleet

also scored nine of his 11 points in the
second half.

“That was a hard fought Metro League
win at Flushing,” Logan said.

CONTINUED AT

PREP REPORT

GIRLS BOWLING

» Holly 26, Clio 4: Holly's Evelyn
Wollesen had a two-game series
total of 231 to lead the Bronchos

to the victory. Tatum Stuenke had a
series of 209. Holly also won both
Baker games.

» Owosso 17, Fenton 13: The
Tigers were led by Jena Fijolek’s
two-game series of 160-173-333,
while Danielle Weaver bowled a 129-
151-280 series. Fenton won one of
the Baker games 150-136.

BOYS BOWLING

P Owosso 28, Fenton 2: Fen-
ton’s Brandon Cairnduff bowled a
179-152-331 two-game series while
Dylan Pampreen bowled a 174 for
the Tigers.

WRESTLING

P Linden at the George Hamb-
lin Invitational: The Eagles’ Bryce
Shingleton (132) won his individual
championship at the meet, defeating
Utica’s Hunter Thomson by pinfall in
the finals. Ben Wingblad (126) also
made it to the title match, but settled
for second place. Jase Grundy (190)
took third while Michael Bush (175)
finished fourth. Lucus Carr (157) and
ltiel Delgado (215) earned fifth-place
finishes.
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Division victory against Kearsley. Photo: Mark Bolen

Griffins finish 1-1 at weekend event

By David Troppens

There was good news and bad
news during the Fenton-Linden
Area Griffins’ most recent hock-
ey games in Grand Rapids.

The first game on Thursday
was a resounding success, re-
sulting in a 10-2 victory against
the Lakeshore Badgers. How-
ever, the Friday contest was a
tough 9-1 loss against the Por-
tage Muskies.

Against Lakeshore, the Grif-
fins scored four first-period
goals and then three in each

of the final two periods. Jace
Dumeah had the biggest night,
scoring four goals, the most
by a Griffin player in a game
this season. Mitchel Luck con-
tinued his strong start to the
season with a six-point perfor-
mance. He had three goals and
three assists. Meanwhile, Ca-
den Crandall had two goals and
three assists and Carson Gard-
ner had a goal and three assists.
In goal, Porter Lobocki earned
the victory.

BLUE DEVILS

Continued from Page 13
each. Meanwhile, Emerson
Baker chipped in a three-pointer.
Lake Fenton’s domination
continued in the second quar-
ter, as the Blue Devils out-
scored Brandon 19-8 during
the stanza. Six players scored
during the quarter with no one

scoring more than Baker’s five
points. Fellenbaum and Parker
Beardsley had four points each
while Ella Prevost, Sisk and
Clement had two points each.
Lake Fenton led 39-10 at half-
time, and the competitive phase
of the game was already pretty
much over.

CONTINUED AT

Eagles rebound vs. Kearsley, 58-24

By David Troppens

Linden — Well, that second game had
to feel much better for the Linden varsity
girls basketball team and first-year coach
Brian Klein.

The Eagles recorded their first victory
of the season at home Friday against Flint
Metro League Stripes foe Kearsley, earning
a 58-24 win at Linden High School.

On Monday, the Eagles opened the sea-
son against one of the Metro League’s top
teams, the Lake Fenton Blue Devils, losing
that contest 56-16. Obviously, it was nice to
end those memories with an impressive win
four days later.

“Today was about getting right, playing
more our game and playing basketball,”
Klein said. “I think the hype of the opener
of the season on Monday kind of tripped us
up a little bit. But they responded all week,
and they got to have some fun tonight. 'm
happy for them.”

The Eagles (1-1) got off to what looked
like a decent start in the first quarter. Kayla
Widner, Olivia Mawhinney and Kelsey
McLennan each scored four first-quarter
points, leading the Eagles to a 16-8 lead af-

dominance, led by Mawhinney. Mawhin-
ney scored 10 points, six on two three-
pointers, leading the Eagles to a 23-point
second quarter. Addison Acker chipped
in five points while Megan Widner hit a
three-pointer. Meanwhile, the defense was
equally impressive, allowing Kearsley just
one field goal during the eight minutes.The
Eagles led 39-13 at halftime.

The third quarter was just as impressive
as the second from a defensive perspective.
Kearsley scored just four points. Mean-
while, Acker chipped in another four points
while Shaye Barkholz and Megan Widner
had three-pointers. The Eagles led 54-17.

A good portion of the quarter was played
with the continuous clock going due to Lin-
den enjoying a sizable lead.

“We just need to continue to build mo-
mentum with all of the little things on both
ends of the ball,” Klein said. “We know that
when we run into some big teams in this
league, we need to play better consistently
on both ends. Our girls have talent. ... Just
believing it and being able to work for four
quarters get getting rewarded for it — we

Linden’s Addison Acker drives the lane inthe Eagles’ Metro League Stripes  ter one period.

have to continue to work on that.”

The second quarter was true Linden

CONTINUED AT

EAGLES

Continued from Page 13
entering the fourth.

Kearsley tried to make it
interesting in the final quar-
ter and did cut the Linden
lead back into the single-
digit range. However, the
Eagles iced the game at the
charity stripe, making 11-of-
14 free throws in the final
quarter. Reed Krueger made
a perfect 4-for-4 to lead the
way. Kearsley did cut the
Linden lead to just 60-54
with 14.9 seconds left on a
layup by Groulx, but Weiss
locked up the victory by
making two free throws just
two seconds later.

Becher liked what he saw.

“I think the talking, the
energy and the overall work-
ing as a team was much bet-
ter than (against Lake Fen-
ton). And nerves was a big
thing,” Becher said. “(The

last game) was our first
game. We were super
nervous. But today, we
locked down and we
felt better.”

Others had strong
games for Linden.
Miller finished with 12
points and two steals
while Krueger had
eight points and four re- |
bounds. Weiss had sev-
en points four rebounds
and three assists while
Monte Keener chipped
in six points and 10 re-
bounds.

“I think we had
to get the rust off,”
Christensen said. “We
had a lot of guys play-
ing football and that

a

was their first game | inden's Monte Keener (right) had six
in a while. They had pointsand 10reboundsinthe Eagles’

to get back into it. We \yin ggainst Kearsley. Photo: Mark Bolen
saw what we are ca-

pable of tonight.”
Groulx led Kearsley with

26 points, while Neely had
14 points.
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LF wrestlers repeat as Don Johnson
Wrestling Invitational champions

By David Troppens

A year ago the Lake Fenton
varsity wrestling team proved
their talent early in the season
when the squad won the Don
Johnson Wrestling Invitational.

The Blue Devils repeated his-
tory on Saturday.

Lake Fenton had five first-
place finishers and won the
14-team tournament, with 211
points. Laingsburg was second
with 198 points.

Two of Lake Fenton’s indi-
vidual champions earned pinfall

(106) was one of them, defeat-
ing Flushing’s Dylon Labelle
by pinfall in 3:05. Meanwhile,
Ty Johnson (144) also won his
title by pinfall, defeating anoth-
er Flushing foe, Damon Eaddy,
with his coming in 1:32.

Noah Hall (150) also earned
a spot in the championship
round, and earned a 14-2 major
decision victory against Laings-
burg’s Kyle Boettcher in it. The
other two championship win-
ners did so with decision wins
in the final. Clay Cook (120)

tin by an 8-4 score while Wyatt
DeVasher defeated Marshall’s
Joshua Geairin by a 12-6 deci-
sion.

Drew Corcoran (138) also
earned a spot in the finals, but
lost to Lainsburg’s Aden Baynes
in the final by pinfall.

Other Lake Fenton placers
at the event were Kaleb Digai-
como (132) and Karson Crist
(175) in third place; Josh Ezell
(215), Cohen Dangcil (106)
and Robby Moore (126) in fifth
place; and Luke Wright (165) in

wins in the finals. Jorge Marvin

defeated Flushing’s Wyatt Mar-

sixth.

By David Troppens

It’s said defense wins champion-
ships.

But the Lake Fenton varsity boys
basketball team is proving scoring
points isn’t so bad either.

The Blue Devils improved to 2-0
on the young season, earning a 72-48
victory on the road against Ortonville-
Brandon on Friday night.

The Blue Devils reached the
70-point plateau for the second time
in two games, earning a 72-48 road
victory against Ortonville-Brandon on
Friday night.

Lake Fenton opened the season
with a 71-41 victory on Monday at
home against area rival Linden.

The Blue Devils’ balance was pret-
ty incredible against the Blackhawks.
Lake Fenton scored at least 14 points
in every quarter, but never had a single
player score more than two field goals
in any of them. Still, it took awhile
for the Blue Devils to blow the game
open.

In the opening quarter, Gavin Tef-
fner hit two treys while Coleson
Lessner had five points and Brandon
Bossert netted four points, leading the
Blue Devils to an 18-12 lead.

The Blue Devils scored 18 points
in the second quarter as well. Ashton
Hunter hit two treys and Jett Husted
had six points off of two field goals

LF boys remain perfect, defeat Brandon

Lake Fenton’s Gavin Teffner scored
19 points in the Blue Devils’ win
against Brandon. Photo: Mark Bolen

and two free throws, leading the squad
to another strong period. Brandon
managed 13 points, keeping them
within screaming distance at halftime.
Lake Fenton led 36-25.

The Blue Devils continued to
stretch the lead in the third quarter
with their best offensive output of the
game.

CONTINUED AT

Fenton’s Noah Hall (left) earned a first-place finish in his
weight class at the Don Johnson Invitational on Saturday.
Photo: David Troppens

Tigers lose road verdict vs. Flushing

By David Troppens
It’s a tough ask for any team to begin
a league season on the road at Flushing.
The Fenton varsity girls basketball
team found that out the hard way Friday.
After winning two straight games, the
Tigers stuck with the Raiders for a quar-
ter, but were outscored 20-5 in the sec-
ond stanza eventually resulting in a 53-
32 Metro League Stripes Division loss.
The Tigers played a strong first quar-
ter, tying the contest twice and taking
a lead in the first eight minutes. The
team’s first tie came on a steal and fast

break layup by Maddie Slezinksi, mak-
ing it 2-2. The Tigers tied it at 6-6 as well
on a runner hoop by Adrie Staib. Fenton
enjoyed its only lead of the game on the
contest’s next hoop when Grace Mac-
Caughan earned a steal and a breaking
layup. Fenton enjoyed an 8-6 lead. How-
ever, Flushing scored the final hoop of
the first quarter, and tied it at 8-all enter-
ing the second stanza.

The Flushing scoring run that started
with the final bucket in the first quarter

grew to 14 straight points.
CONTINUED AT

Holly bowlers place fourth at tourney

A week after winning its first week-
end tournament, the Holly varsity boys
bowling team had another strong show-
ing at another one on Sunday.

The Bronchos finished fourth in the
20-team Bay City Western Bakers Doz-
en tournament.

Holly went 10-3 in 13 Baker games,
earning a 200-pin bonus. They posted a
pinfall total of 2,325. It also earned them

BRONCHOS

Continued from Page 13

the Bronchos (1-3) a 30-19 lead enter-

ing the final quarter. During the quarter,

Makena McGee had her biggest offen-

sive stanza of the season as well.
“There’s no doubt it was our best quar-

the No. 1 seed entering the elimination
rounds.

In the opening round the Bronchos
defeated Frankenmuth 342-326. How-
ever, the Bronchos lost its next match
against Metro League foe Swartz Creek
358-320, earning fourth overall.

The squad converted strikes 27 per-
cent of the time, while recording spares
on 58 percent of their spare chances.
ter of the year. We scored more points in
it than any other quarter this year,” Varner
said. “Makena hit four shots herself. She
made three twos and one three.”

The Bronchos never trailed but the
Dragons made it close down the stretch.

“We kind of held on. They cut it to two
on us and we made a basket,” Varner said.



MIDWEEK TIMES Wednesday, December 14, 2022 17

tctimes.com

; o T T L : 5 =
Whe will lake me ~ - %Ltﬁm CLASSIFIED DEPARTMENT: 810-433-6787
mE * Autumn is a beautiful, happy-go-lucky
u 11-month-old girl. She loves to play

) Adopt -} Pet

A Eriend, for Life!

13575 Fenton Rd.  Fenton o
www.adoptapetfenton.com
810-629-0723

ball, chew bones and cuddle.

-} BILLMEIER CAMERA SHOP

The Area’s Only Full Service Camera Shop
| 121 FIRST ST, FENTON - 810-629-2287

SPONSORED BY:

WWW.FENTONCAMERA.COM

HOURS: MON-FRI 10-6 « SAT 10-4

Classifieds

REAL ESTATE | GARAGE SALES | JOB OPENINGS
SERVICE DIRECTORY | PUZZLES | OBITUARIES

DEADLINES: SUNDAY PAPER: Display Ads: Wednesday 3 p.m. * Line Ads: Noon Thursday « WEDNESDAY PAPER: Display Ads: Monday 3 p.m. ¢ Line Ads: Noon Tuesday

Employment

AKC GERMAN
SHEPHERD PUPPIES
Champion Bloodline.
1 Male & Female. Vet
check. $900 Holiday
Sale. 248-993-3999.

TWO MATCHING
CHINA DISPLAY
CABINETS.
Excellent condition,
5 glass shelves,
mirrored back, 2
setting on overhead
light, $125 each,
(79 1/2"h x 26"wW x
10 1/27d).
Pick up only in Holly
248-701-3529.

WIRE FOX TERRIER
2 year old female,
$200. Inquire at
248-807-7055.

VIEW CLASSIFIEDS ONLINE.

LOCAL LAWN
AND SNOW
business looking
to hire dependable
help for lawn
maintenance,
landscaping and
snow removal.
Pay is based on
knowledge of trade,
flexible hours and
seniors welcome.
Call 810-275-4241.

service Directory

FLOORING

ANDYMANMIKE
All Types of
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

GIVE US A CALL,
WE DO IT ALL!

Mike Shuert

810-964-9559

Matt Shuert
810-964-9511

HANDYMAN

FULL-TIME
MACHINIST AND
MIG WELDER
WANTED
for local Flint
business. Able to
run Bridgeport Mill,
Prot-Trak, Lathe,
Boring Mill. 5
years’ experience.
Medical, Dental,
401K, 40+ hours
weekly. Please
email ggrossbauer@
spentechusa.com

STUMP GRINDING

HOME REPAIRS

You Name It, We Can Help.
- No Job Too Small -

»
ROO »
PAINTIN DR R
OORIN DOOR
Licensed & Insured 40 Years Experience

- Best Prices -

KITCHEN & BATH
Remodeling

REGI®NAL
MAINTENANCE &
IMPROVEMENTS

810-234-3400 Ei

or small

WE GRIND

Small Yard Accessible

RYSTUMP
GRINDING

810.730.7262 » 810.629.9215

- FULLY INSURED -

NOW HIRING
MECHANICAL ENGINEERS * WELDERS*
BUILDERS* ELECTRICIANS* CONTROL
ENGINEERS* PNEUMATICS TECH*
MACHINISTS* PLC PROGRAMMERS
Medical, Dental, Vision, HSA, 401K, 40+ hours
weekly. Check us out at www.spentechusa.com
email wanda@spentechusa.com

I Trillii
AdJrittium

INVITATION TO BID
MTA Hydrogen Fueling Station Expansion RFP #
2022-13
Location: MTA Grand Blanc Township Alternative
Fuels Facility
5051 S. Dort Highway, Grand Blanc, Michigan 48507.
Trillium is soliciting qualified DBE firms to provide
services in the development of a hydrogen fueling
station expansion at the MTA Grand Blanc Township
Alternative Fuels Facility. Trillium is seeking Electrical
Contractors, Mechanical Contractors with hydrogen
equipment experience, and Civil Contractors for
pavement, demolition, and grading work.
Submission Requirements To be considered,
proposals must be received by Trillium by Thursday,

January 5th, 2023. Proposals must be clearly

marked “MI-MTA Hydrogen Station RFP# 2022-13"
and submitted via email to:
DBSsales@trilliumenergy.com.

The RFP, Contract Documents and Preliminary
plans can be obtained electronically on the Bidnet
Direct website at https://www.bidnetdirect.com/ or

requested via email at DBSsales@trilliumenergy.com
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Obituaries

Thomas H. Kaye
1934 — 2022

Thomas H.

Kaye - age 88.
of Argentine
Township and
Palmetto, Florida
died peacefully
Saturday,
December 10,
2022, with family
by his side.
Thomas was
born in Detroit on
August 29, 1934,
to Herman and

His strong love
and caring for
his family will be
deeply missed.
Funeral services
will be held 1

PM Saturday,
December 17,
2022, at Sharp
Funeral Homes,
Linden Chapel,
209 E. Broad St.,
Linden. Visitation

Evelyn (Haggerty)

Kaye. He is

survived by wife of 65 years,
Shirley R. (Lundy) Kaye. He

was a loving father to Shirley M.

(Robert) Norman, Thomas A.

(Nancy) Kaye and Eric L. Kaye.

He is also survived by seven
grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren. Thomas worked
at General Motors Corporation
for 24 years, retiring in 1987.
His hobbies in life included
boating, fishing, golf, bowling
and flying his ultra-light planes.

will be held 4

- 8 PM Friday,
December 16 and 10 AM - 1 PM
Saturday at the funeral home. In
lieu of flowers, contributions may
be made to Southeastern Guide
Dogs, Inc c/o Sharp Funeral
Homes, Linden Chapel, 209 E.
Broad St., Linden, Ml 48451,
Tributes may be shared at www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com.

Spend it here. Keep it hers.

Invest In Your Community.

The buck stays here!

Patricia “Pat” Cox

1930 —

Patricia “Pat”

Cox — age 92, of
Holly passed away
Tuesday, December
6, 2022, at home
surrounded by the
love and support
of her family. Pat
was preceded

in death by her
husband Gerald
“Bud” last year.
Born April 9, 1930,
in Pontiac, Pat had
three sisters and

a brother. After
graduating high school Patricia
went to Spring Arbor college
outside of Jackson where she met
Bud, and they married in 1955.
After moving to Redford, they
adopted a daughter; they were
active members of the Parkway
Heights Free Methodist Church.
They moved to the Holly area in
1988 with their daughter Ruth
and her husband Bill Andrews
and have lived there for over

35 years. They were the best
grandparents to Ruth and Bill’'s
six children, Amber (Tim) Rowen,
Andrew (Dolly) Hellow, Ashley
(Brandon) Darling, Alyssa (Trever)
Emery, William Andrews and
Gerry Andrews. Having lived

on the same property with her

2022

daughter’s family
they were involved
in every activity
the busy family
did. There wasn’t a
soccer game that
they missed or a
float building that
they didn’t help
with or a basketball
game that they
didn’t attend. Pat
was incredibly
proud of her family
and would take
any chance she
could to tell you about it. Her
great grandchildren called her
GG Ma and she loved them so
very much. Patricia was a key
volunteer for 25 years at Neighbor
for Neighbor in Davisburg and

a member of the Davisburg
Methodist Church and most
recently of Calvary Methodist
Church in Holly. Visitation was
held at Dryer Funeral Home in
Holly on Sunday December 11,
from 12 — 6 PM and the funeral
service was held at Dryers

on Monday, December 12 at

11 AM with a luncheon that
followed the graveside interment.
Donations may be made to
Neighbor for Neighbor. www.
dryerfuneralhomeholly.com.

WE DON’T SELL JUST NEWSPAPERS,
WE SELL PEAGE OF MIND.

In these extraordinary times, it's never been more important
to stay connected to your community

TIMES
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m CHRISTMAS EVENTSR '}

Christmas Eve/ Saturday Dec. 24th

Open 9 am to Midnight
Wheeler/Territo Duo until midnight

Christmas Day/ Sunday Dec. 25th

Open9amto2am
Complimentary Dinner 2pm « DJ Jimmy (Static)

NEW YEARS EVE AT THE BOAT

« Rock the Night away to Static _—
§ » Bring in the NewYe:\,rI W’ TH S TATI all
# « Champagne Toast at Midnight SESSEEE FL E *
% - Hors D'oeuvres at Midnight ._
o Grill Open til 2 am

i‘ Chrlstmas Eﬁﬁb@/ Q

8 DOMESTIC

ROTTLED BEER
$975 | FRIDAY & SATURDAY
EVERYDAY " DECEMBERT6TH & T7TH
. R|UT ENTERPR|SE

Merry Chrlstmas From Our Famlly To .
THEBOAT BAR  KEMO S, it Siats

. . Play all your favorite
2000 Ortonville Rd., Ortonville COME TRY YOUR LUCK! Michigan Lottery games here!

248-627-4419  www.TheBoatBar.net  {ii e [ B 3 ..., +Michigan Lottery - Keno . Fat Cash
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MAKE I.IS PART OF YOUR

PIZZA'PIZZA'

[ = ORDERONLINE THE HOUR BEFORENFLGAMESAND | /<))
s SCORE A FUN PERK. YOU'LL ALSO BE ENTEREDFOR | \&
Little | @ | A CHANCE TO WIN A TRIP TO SUPER BOWL LVIL. Z

Caesars |
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) & . DELIVERY!
Lo s ) D E I_ I VE RY' \®)
$999 R \
DELIVERY FEE

Other fees may

> Order on LittleCaesars.com or our app
> Select a store with the delivery feature
> Choose delivery at check out

> Relax and prepare your taste buds!

FENTON LINDEN
(810) 750-0551 (810) 735-9481

1437 N. LEROY ST. 612 W. BROAD ST.

thtle Caesars (ACROSS FROM VG'S) (ALPINE PLAZA)




