
‘‘I really wish 
the long line of 
parents picking 
their kids up at 
Tomek on Fifth 
Street would stop 

throwing their trash and 
cigarette butts out of the 
window as they wait in line to 
pick up their kids.”
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‘‘We were 
very impressed 
with the coun-
ty’s organization 
giving group 1B 
their COVID-19 

shot at the Lake Fenton 
High School. It was cold 
out, the volunteers were ef-
ficient, friendly, helpful, and 
we were very impressed.”

‘‘Thanks to the Con-
sumers Powers’ workers 
who worked late into the 
night yesterday Jan. 28 to 
restore our power on S. 
Lake Valley Drive in Fenton. 
It was a very cold night.”
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Welcome back
nRestaurants and bars 
reopen doors to indoor 
dining — with restrictions 
mandated by state
By Sharon Stone
 On Jan. 22, Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer announced that the state 
of Michigan would gradually re-
open restaurants across Michigan 
beginning Monday, Feb.1. 
 Depending on their particular 
schedules, area restaurants are an-
nouncing their own reopening dates. 
 According to the National 
Restaurant Association, Michi-
gan lost a net 46,600 eating and 
drinking place jobs in December

See RESTAURANTS on 12

Beale St. BBQ & Smokehouse 
in Fenton reopened its indoor 
dining room Monday, Feb. 1 at 
25-percent capacity.

 Submitted photo

CHAR-BAR Fenton LLC pur-
chased the Fenton Fire Hall res-
taurant building from the Fenton 
Downtown Development Author-
ity for $1.

Fenton sells 
Fire Hall 
restaurant 
nStipulations include 
fixing the broken clock 
By Hannah Ball
 The Fenton Downtown Devel-
opment Authority approved the 
sale of the Fenton Fire Hall res-
taurant to CHAR-BAR Fenton 
LLC, an entity of Union Joints, 
for $1 on Jan. 19. 
 This comes nearly nine years 
after the Fenton DDA entered 
into an agreement in which the 
city would lease the land to

See FIRE HALL on 7

nResidents stay in 
their vehicles while 
getting inoculations 
By Hannah Ball
 More than 800 people were vac-
cinated at Lake Fenton High School 
on Saturday, Jan. 30. 
 The Genesee County Health De-
partment set up tents outside in the 
parking lot, and those with appoint-
ments didn’t have to leave their ve-

hicles to receive their vaccinations. 
 People checked in, gave the nec-
essary paperwork, and drove to one 
of three tents to receive their shot. 
Health department personnel and 
volunteers, including members from 
the Michigan National Guard, worked 
the vaccination event. 
 Approximately 7,000 people have 
been vaccinated in Genesee County so 
far. Lake Fenton High School was used 
as a vaccine distribution center because

See INOCULATIONS on 6

Employees and volunteers with the Genesee County Health Department 
sign people in for their vaccine appointments on Saturday, Jan. 30 at Lake 
Fenton High School. The parking lot was used as a vaccine distribution site. 
Photo: Hannah Ball

Local high school used as vaccination site



myfenton.com 2  Wednesday, February 3, 2021 MIDWEEK TIMES

Grand Blanc 
man charged
nFaces up to five years in prison 
for being a felon in possession 
of ammunition after altercation in 
Fenton Township
By Sharon Stone
 Lesley Aikins, 53, of Grand Blanc, 
was arraigned Jan. 28 in Genesee 
County 67th District Court on one count 
of felon in possession of ammunition. 
This crime carries a penalty of five 
years in prison and or a $5,000 fine. 
 Sgt. Andrew Snyder of the Genesee 
County Sheriff’s Office said deputies 
responded to a construction site in 
the 16000 block of Jennings Road in 
Fenton Township on Monday, Jan. 25 
for a reported felonious assault.
 Witnesses told deputies that two of 
the male workers began arguing and 
a physical altercation occurred. The 
victim told deputies that the suspect, 
Aikins, threatened him with a handgun. 
Aikins left the scene and later returned 
when deputies arrived. 
 The deputies were given permission 
by Aikins to search his vehicle. 
The deputies were unable to locate 
a handgun, however they did find 
several rounds of ammunition inside 
the vehicle. Through a records check, 
deputies discovered Aikins was a 
convicted felon, which prohibits him 
to possess ammunition. 
 The weapon that was said to be used 
was never found.

NEW DEBIT CARD LEADS TO 
INVESTIGATION
On Tuesday, Jan. 13, deputies from 
the Genesee County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to the 1600 block of 
Silver Landings in Fenton Township 
for an identity theft complaint. The 
victim told deputies that she recently 

received a new debit card through 
Chase Bank without requesting 
it. The victim later found out that 
someone obtained her Social 
Security number and requested a 
new debit card. After review of the 
account it was determined there was 
no fraudulent activity committed. This 
incident remains under investigation. 
 
FENTON TOWNSHIP MAN A VICTIM 
OF COMPUTER VIRUS SCAM
On Wednesday, Jan. 14, deputies 
from the Genesee County Sheriff’s 
Office responded to the 4000 block 

of Pavilion Drive in Fenton Township 
for a fraud report. The victim said 
he was on his personal computer 
surfing the internet and received 
a warning that his computer had 
a virus. The victim said he made 
contact with the company and they 
agreed to provide lifetime protection 
against viruses for $2,500. The victim 
said he provided the company with 
a check and later felt it might not 
have been a good idea to do so. The 
victim canceled the check, however, 
the suspects were able to manipulate 
the check number and cash it. The 

COMPILED BY SHARON STONE
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company was listed out of California 
and later found to be fake. This 
incident remains under investigation. 

FENTON TEEN CITED FOR DRIVING 
WITH NO LICENSE
On Thursday, Jan. 15, Genesee 
County Sheriff’s deputies observed 
a silver Volkswagen Jetta with no 
registration plate on Owen Road, 
east of Whitaker Road. A traffic stop 
was initiated and contact was made 
with the driver who was unable 
to show a valid driver’s license. 
The male driver was a 19-year-old 
Fenton resident. He was cited for 
driving while license suspended. 
The vehicle was impounded and 
the driver was released with a future 
court date.We offer a FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION to determine the needs of  our clients.

A B R A H A M  |  L AW
Professional  •  Trustworthy  •  Efficient

Celebrating 
Over 

25 years  
of Practice!

PROTECT THE ONES YOU LOVE
EstatE Planning ▪ Wills & trusts 

ProbatE & EstatEs ▪ rEal EstatE laW

Business Law & Transactions ▪ Contracts 
Corporations & LLCs ▪ Intellectual Property

Representing all your business and family legal needs.

MATT ABRAHAM

CALL TODAY! 
810.750.0440

www.AbrahamPC.com
503 N. Leroy Street   |   Fenton
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One more reason to transfer
your pre arrangements to Sharp:
Community- Sharp Funeral Homes has been caring for families for over 100 years

serving generations of Local Families.  If you already have funeral
prearrangements with another funeral home, they can help you move your

prearrangement to Sharp Funeral Homes without any additional cost.

All facilities are handicapped accessible.

Michael T. Scully, Manager
1000 Silver Lake Rd, Fenton
(810) 629-9321

Fenton Chapel

Toll-Free 1-877-53 SHARP

Three additional locations in Swartz Creek, Linden,and Flint/Grand Blanc Township

sharpfuneralhomes.com
810-629-9321
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To submit a veteran, email information 
and photo to news@tctimes.com

HONORING
OUR VETERANS

nKurt Chapelle of Fenton 
Township organizes event 
after polar plunge is canceled 
By Hannah Ball
 A local auto group raised approxi-
mately $12,000 for the Special Olym-
pics with a modified Polar Plunge on 
Saturday, Jan. 30 with a dunk tank. 
 Kurt Chapelle, salesman with La-
Fontaine auto group, organized the 
event. The annual Polar Plunge is usu-
ally held at the Moose Lodge in Fenton 
Township, but it was canceled this year 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 On Saturday, more than a dozen 
groups or people sat on the ledge of the 
dunk tank and watched as people threw 
balls at the button that causes the seat to 
drop and dunk them in ice cold water. 
Organizers also placed tarps in the back 
of large pickup trucks and filled them 
with water. When groups participated, 
one person would be in the dunk tank 
and the others would sit on the trucks 
and fall into the water. 
 “I put on this event to help out 
Alikhan,” Chapelle said. “He’s family 
and he and his peers deserve this.”
 AliKhan Amlani is a Lake Fenton 
High School graduate and friend of 
Chapelle. He participates in the Area 13 
Special Olympics group in Michigan. 

Approximately $12,000 raised for Special Olympics 

State Rep. Mike Mueller watches as his 
wife, Angela, throws the ball to dunk 
him in the tank. Photo: Hannah Ball

Ryan LaFontaine, CEO of LaFontaine 
Automotive Group, was the first to go 
in the dunk tank. Photo: Hannah Ball

‘‘ Just reminds me 
of what a wonderful 

community we live in.’’Kurt Chapelle
Fenton Township resident

 In a Facebook video the day after, Cha-
pelle and Amlani thanked the LaFontaine 
family for helping putting together the 
event. They thanked the school districts 
of Lake Fenton, 
Fenton and Linden. 
All three superin-
tendents attended 
and tried to dunk 
each other. 
 “The support 

from our local business owners was 
amazing,” Chapelle said in the Face-
book video. “The Wentworth group, 
Dr. Wax Orthodontics. We had Mike 

Mueller, state rep-
resentative. How 
amazing is that? 
Just reminds me 
of what a wonder-
ful community we 
live in.”

Who will take us 
MH E?O

13575 Fenton Rd • Fenton
www.adoptapetfenton.com

810-629-0723

Hours by Appointment Only

SPONSORED BY:

LexiHazel
I am an outgoing 2 year 

old girl who gets along with 
anyone! 

is an older Rottie who just 
wants to be loved. 

SPONSORED BY:

17195 Silver Parkway #410
Fenton

(810) 433-1138

126 N. Leroy St.
Fenton 
810-354-8214



myfenton.com 4  Wednesday, February 3, 2021 MIDWEEK TIMES

 I am excited for the restaurants 
across the state of Michigan, especial-
ly the ones in the tri-county area, since 
they were allowed to reopen their din-
ing rooms Monday, Feb. 1. 
 I’m also excited for 
people, especially our older 
residents who might live 
alone and who look forward 
to having breakfast and a 
cup of coffee at their local 
diner. For obvious reasons, 
that scenario was unlikely in 
an outdoor igloo.
 After talking to a res-
taurant owner who owns a 
family style place that has 
a large breakfast and lunch 
following, it really dawned on me how a 
casual conversation, someone else mak-
ing the coffee, and the clatter of dishes 
being washed and meals being prepared 
could mean so much to so many people. 
For some individuals who live alone, this 
might be their main way to socialize.
 Some restaurants couldn’t offer out-
door dining. They might not have had 
the space to spread outdoors or they just 
couldn’t afford the upgrades and extra 
headaches. 
 Scanning restaurant websites and 
their Facebook pages reveals the excite-
ment, as well as the anxiety of reopening 
their dining rooms during a pandemic. 

The last thing they want to happen is 
to learn of a COVID-19 exposure with 
an employee or diner, only to have to 
close their doors again. 
 Owners and their staff are undoubt-
edly prepared to showcase their clean 
space and possibly new menu items. 
 Just as the case with only outdoor 

dining, space will be limited 
and everyone needs to be 
patient with service. I’m 
guessing that restaurants that 
have been offering outdoor 
dining will keep that option 
available since their indoor 
dining will be limited to 
25-percent capacity with a 
maximum number of people 
capped at 100.
 Our restaurants and ev-
eryone involved, from the 

Sharon Stone

dishwashers, vendors, delivery drivers, 
servers, hosts, owners and more, have 
been hit harder from this pandemic and 
closures than most other professions.
 My husband I ventured out to Beale 
St. BBQ Monday evening to see what 
it was like to eat indoors again at a 
restaurant. The seating was well spaced 
out and the food and service were per-
fect. We were not disappointed.
 Be kind, be patient, continue to 
dress warm in case you end up out-
doors again, pay attention to the in-
struction signs on the restaurant door, 
show your appreciation for your serv-
er’s hard work and tip as you would 
like to be tipped. Remember, servers 
are only waiting on one quarter of 
guests, which means they are likely 
only making one quarter of what they 
were making pre-pandemic

Sharin’ the spotlight Indoor dining reopens
By Editor Sharon Stone

nnn

BLESS FENTON ADOPT-A-Pet 
for making the effort to go all 
the way to West Virginia to save 
those poor puppies and dogs. This 
community is so fortunate to have 
such a loving organization in our 
backyard.

nnn

I CRIED WHEN I watched that 
father in Virginia show so much 
love and compassion for his family 
when he screamed at the school 
board of his kids’ district. So glad 
our local districts are back to the 
classroom.

nnn

IF YOU VOTED for Biden and lose 
your job, it’s your own fault. You 
were warned. Admit it, you only 
voted for him because  of Trump’s 
personality.

nnn

I WOULD BE willing to bet that 
the super-rich and the big-shot 
politicians have all gotten their 
COVID shots no matter where they 
lived.

nnn

IT SURE IS a shame to see the 
beautiful walkway down Silver 
Lake Road all snow covered. The 
city must have something to keep 
it clear of snow. Just saying.

nnn

All submissions, if approved for publication, must be 50 
words or less and do not necessarily reflect the views of 

the Tri-County Times. We reserve the right  
to edit for clarity, length and liability.

Submit Hot lines online at myfenton.com 
or text to 810-771-8398

PROFESSIONAL • AFFORDABLE • QUICK
It’s THAT season again…

BRING IN THIS AD FOR

$25 OFF
YOUR TAX PREP FEES
- New Clients & New Client Referrals- 

• Individual & Business Taxes
• Electronic Filing
• Affordable Rates
• New Business Start-Ups
• Certified QuickBooks Pro Advisor

COOK ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.COOK ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm • Sat. 10am-3pm • evenings by appointment

10441 Denton Hill • Fenton • 810-714-3711

ASK ABOUT
FRONT LINE
WORKERS 

DISCOUNTS

Compiled by Hannah Ball, staff reporter Question asked to Tri-County Times’ Facebook followers

Do you think space exploration or ocean exploration is more important? street talk

“I think both are equally important. 
Space is amazing in a sense of all the 
technology that we have and what we 
are able to discover. Ocean exploration 
has always been fascinating to me. 
I’ve always been interested in what lies 
under the ocean that we haven’t yet 
discovered.

Deborah Leigh, Fenton

“Space. If we sit by while Russia and 
China make all of the advances in 
space exploration and discovery, they 
will lay claim to what they find. They 
will also be ahead in space technology. 
If you don’t think those countries will 
militarize the moon, Mars, or even just 
space, I have a some manmade islands 
with military facilities on them in the 
South China Sea to sell you.”

Chad Green, Nashville, Tennessee 

“Ocean exploration. I feel God has 
given us everything we need upon this 
planet. There is much to be discovered 
here.”

Jason Pellett
Fenton

“Space exploration is my day job, so I 
have to go with that!”

Meg Davis
Fenton Township
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GAME DAY GAME DAY 
GOODIESGOODIES

Superbowl Sunday

Call 810-208-0695 to order 
or stop in

121 First Street | Fenton

saycheeseinfenton@gmail.com

thecheeselady_fenton

The Cheese Lady Fenton

SPECIAL ORDERS 
ALSO ACCEPTED 

thecheeselady.net

Cheese 
Monger's Choice

 Assorted Cheese, Dip, 
Crackers & Accompaniments

$40
Pick up between 9-4 on 2/6 

Order by 6pm on 2/5 

Cheese Board Special

2 Whole Grinders 2 Whole Grinders oror
2 Large 16” 2-Item 2 Large 16” 2-Item 
Pizzas Pizzas oror 1 of Each 1 of Each
PLUS FULL ORDER OF PLUS FULL ORDER OF GARLIC GARLIC 

CHEESE BREADCHEESE BREAD FOR JUST FOR JUST

$$22220000
ADD $2 FOR EACH LUMBERJACK GRINDERADD $2 FOR EACH LUMBERJACK GRINDER

MANCINO’S OF FENTONMANCINO’S OF FENTON
4019 OWEN RD.4019 OWEN RD.

ORDER ONLINE:ORDER ONLINE:
MancinosOfFenton.comMancinosOfFenton.com

OPEN REGULAR HOURS THIS SUNDAY, FEB. 7OPEN REGULAR HOURS THIS SUNDAY, FEB. 7

SUPER SUNDAY SPECIALSSUPER SUNDAY SPECIALS

MATT & TERRY’Smarket
2459 North Rd. • Fenton (At North Rd. & Torrey Rd.) 

810-629-8481
Mon.-Thur. 9am-10pm • Fri-Sat. 9am-11pm • Sun. 9am-10pm

Locally 
Owned & 
Operated

Full Service Deli
Large Selection of Liquor Beer & Fine Wines 

Liquor is sold at the lowest price allowed by the state

Lotto • Deli Sandwiches • Deli Trays • Fresh Jerky • Keg Beer  
Old Tyme Lunch Meats & Cheeses • Gift Baskets

THE BLACK WATER MARKET
- CONVENIENCE STORE -

7150 Bennett Lake Rd  Fenton MI 48430

810-735-9331

BEER • WINE • LIQUOR • LOTTO
Dips • Cheeses • Pizza by the slice 

• Burgers • Subs and more!

20% OFF
ALL WINE!

VALENTINE’S SPECIAL

$9.99 and up

Lots of goodies forSuperbowl snacking!

“Wine & Dine”that Valentine!
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Are you considering 
assisted living?
We are here for you.

Move-In Special
$3,000 total savings!
To help feel connected with 
loved ones, a complimentary 
Smart Device will also be given 
upon admission. 
Any guest who signs a contract through 
January, February, and March will qualify.
Call Stephanie and mention this offer to 
receive the special and Smart Device at 
the time of move-in.

Assisted Living and Memory Care suites available.

810.623.2075 
symphonylinden.com

Robert Soderstrom, M.D., a volunteer with the Genesee County Health Depart-
ment, administers a vaccine to a woman in the Lake Fenton High School parking 
lot on Saturday, Jan. 30. Photo: Hannah Ball

Kaye Ringler, a retired registered nurse and volunteer with the Genesee County 
Health Department, looks at a few doses of the Moderna vaccine in one of the 
vaccination tents set up in the Lake Fenton High School parking lot on Saturday, 
Jan. 30. Photo: Hannah Ball

INOCULATIONS
Continued from Front Page
years ago, an agreement was made with 
the county emergency operations team 
to use the site in case of emergencies 
such as a pandemic. Five other school 
districts in the county are part of this 
team.
 COVID-19 case numbers and hos-
pitalizations have been trending down 
in the past week nationwide and in 
Michigan. More than 33 million people 
have received vaccinations in America. 
In Michigan, more than one million 

people have been vaccinated as of 
Monday, Feb. 1.
 More than 30,000 people have pre-
registered online at gchd.us and are 
waiting for the call to make an appoint-
ment. County employees will call these 
people as more doses become available. 
They’re working on a database that will 
sort people into the different phases.
 After everyone in phase 1B is vac-
cinated, which is those over 65 and first 
responders, approximately 45 percent 
of the population in Genesee County 
will be vaccinated.

JOE BIDEN’S DOG is not the first 
rescue dog in the White House. 
LBJ’s was.

nnn

OKAY, I UNDERSTAND. Two vice 
presidents took office after two 
presidents were assassinated, which 
made Joe 47th vice president.

nnn

TO THE RUDE Walmart self-
checkout employee who would not 
help me key in 20 storage bins and 
told me ‘you can do it, it’s not that 
hard.’ You gave me your name and I 
did not complain to a manager, just 
help people next time when they ask 
nicely.

nnn

IF WHITMER IS doing such a good 
job, why the blanket rejection of all 
Freedom of Information Act (FIOA) 
requests for data and documents? 
The intentional hiding of facts just 
screams guilt.

nnn

REALLY? CHILDREN IN chronic 
poverty and suffering just to our 
north, yet we travel to West Virginia 
to ‘save’ dogs? What does that say 
about the state of our morals?

nnn

I AM IN agreement with many of the 

HOT LINE CONTINUED
executive orders President Biden 
is signing. For those of you that 
disagree I hope you immediately 
return the $1,400 stimulus check if 
passed.

nnn

MY SINCEREST THANKS to all 
the people and agencies connected 
to the COVID shots passed out at 
LFHS Saturday, Jan. 30. They were 
prompt, courteous and knew exactly 
what to do and how to do it. Well 
done.

nnn

IF STIMULIS MONEY can be printed 
up by hundreds of billions to help 
hurting Americans, could not the 
same be done if Social Security 
payments are in jeopardy?

nnn

TO THE YUPPIES that have an 
attitude about snowmobiles at the 
Linden park. We are taxpayers also 
and very cautious of the people 
walking. So stop yelling and throwing 
the finger at us, we also enjoy our 
winters. If you don’t like it, walk 
somewhere else.

nnn

ONCE I’VE BEEN vaccinated, I 
won’t be wearing a mask anywhere 
ever again. If you want to wear one 
to protect yourself I won’t yell at you, 
so please don’t yell at me.
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FIRE HALL
Continued from Front Page
Union Joints and they would run the 
restaurant and Pumphouse custard 
stand.
 Michael Hart, Fenton assistant city 
manager and DDA director, said in 
2012, the city received multiple bids 
from private companies to take over 
the property and run the restaurant. 
CHAR-BAR, the holding company 
for Union Joints, was awarded the bid. 
This type of agreement 
is called a public private 
partnership, or P3. 
 Hart said that if CHAR-
BAR performed, put mon-
ey into the property and 
made it successful, then 
they would have the op-
tion to own the restaurant 
and the pumphouse. They 
invested an excess of $3 
million and created more 
than 100 jobs. 
 “They had to meet cer-
tain standards, which they 
did,” Hart said, calling the restaurant 
“very successful” and that they “defi-
nitely” fulfilled their obligations. 
 The process for CHAR-BAR to 

‘‘ They’ve 
been a great 
partner and a 
great asset to 
the city and to 
downtown.’’Michael Hart

Fenton assistant city 
manager and Downtown 
Development Authority 

director

purchase the property began approxi-
mately a year and a half ago. As part of 
the sale agreement, the city still owns 
the parking lot and it will remain a 
public parking lot. 
 Another stipulation is that the own-
ers have to repair the broken clock on 
the tower of the restaurant. 
 “Repairing the clock is going to be 
challenging because the guts of it, not 
the face but the internals of the clock, 
will have to be modernized,” Hart said. 

“It’s going to be an exten-
sive and costly process.”
 Hart isn’t sure if a cer-
tain company that could 
repair the clock is still 
operational because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
owners are required to ad-
dress the clock issue within 
six months. 
 “They’ve been a great 
partner and a great asset to 
the city and to downtown. 
We hope for them the best 
of success moving forward 

with the restaurant,” Hart said. 
 The owners have been paying the 
full amount of taxes required as if it 
was privately held, Hart said.

MCC Board elects officers
nNew members sworn in  
by Judge Duncan Beagle
By Sharon Stone
 The Mott Community College 
(MCC) Board of Trustees elected new 
officers at its Jan. 25 organizational 
meeting, in addition to swearing in two 
new board members. The organizational 
meeting is held every two years to swear 
in new trustees, elect officers and assign 
committee membership.  
 Newly elected board members 
Janet Couch of Mt. Morris and John 
H. Daly III of Flint were sworn in by 
the Honorable Duncan Beagle of the 
Genesee County Circuit Court. Both 
were elected to serve six-year terms 
that will end in 2026. 
 The board elected Anne Figueroa of 
Mt. Morris as chairperson, Art Reyes 
of Grand Blanc Township as vice chair, 
Matthew Norwood of Linden as secretary 
and Michael Freeman of Flint as treasurer.
 “Mott Community College is 

fortunate to have such capable and 
hardworking individuals that care 
about the institution on our board,” 
said MCC President Beverly Walker-
Griffea. “With this biennial cycle of 
board elections we had an opportunity 
to thank outgoing Board Chairperson 
Michael Freeman for his four years 
of service leading the trustees through 
some of the college’s most challenging 
and yet successful years, and welcome 
incoming Chairperson Anne Figueroa.”
 During Freeman’s tenure as board 
chairperson, MCC was twice named one 
of America’s top community colleges 
by the Aspen Institute, the Culinary Arts 
Institute was opened in downtown Flint, 
Woodside Church was re-purposed into 
the Lenore Croudy Family Life Center, 
and renovation of the Ballenger Field 
House was completed.
 “Mr. Freeman is truly an asset to the 
college, and we look forward to his 
continued service as our new treasurer,” 
Walker-Griffea said.
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ROLLOVER CRASH CLAIMS LIFE 
OF 29-YEAR-OLD BURTON MAN
On Sunday, Jan. 11, Genesee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to the 2000 block of 
W. Thompson Road in Fenton 
Township for a single vehicle 
personal injury accident. Upon 
arrival, deputies observed a 2001 
Chevrolet Malibu in the ditch 
with an unconscious male driver 
entrapped. The passenger, a 
27-year-old New Lothrop resident, 
was outside of the vehicle with 
no injuries. The passenger said 
he was wearing his safety belt. 
The driver, a 29-year-old Burton 
resident, was removed by Fenton 
Township Fire Department using 
the Jaws of Life. Genesee County 
Sheriff Paramedics assisted. 
The driver was transported to 
Ascension Genesys in Grand 
Blanc Township and was initially 
listed in critical condition. The 
preliminary investigation revealed 

that the vehicle was traveling 
westbound on Thompson Road 
at speeds up to 80 mph. The 
driver lost control of the vehicle 
and it rolled several times. Several 
days later, the driver died from 
his injuries. It was determined 
that speed and alcohol were 
contributing factors in the crash. 
The driver was not wearing his 
safety belt. The sheriff’s office did 
not release the driver’s name. 

DEFECTIVE TAIL LIGHT LEADS TO 
CITATION
On Friday, Jan. 22, a Genesee 
County Sheriff’s deputy 
Initiated a traffic stop on a 
Chevrolet Avalanche on Linden 
Road near Owen Road in 
Fenton Township due to the 
vehicle having a defective tail 
light. Contact was made with 
the driver, a 49-year-old Linden 
man. A records check on the 
driver showed his driver’s license 
was suspended. The driver was 
cited for driving while license 
suspended. Deputies allowed 
the vehicle be turned over to the 
driver’s wife who possessed a 
valid driver’s license.
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Mark McCabe

judgeAsk the
67th District Court MICHIGAN

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY

— Compiled by Sharon Stone —

MichiganVotes.org is a free, non-partisan 
website created by the Mackinac Center 
for Public Policy to provide concise, non-

partisan, plain-English descriptions of 
every bill and vote in the Michigan House 

and Senate. This report was released 
Friday, Jan. 29.

The new 101st Michigan Legislature 
resumed sessions this week after a 

weeklong suspension. It will likely be 
several more weeks before new bills 

advance through committees and are taken 
up by the full House or Senate for a vote. 

There was one politically meaningful action 
this week when the Senate Republican 

majority brought forward a vote to 
disapprove 13 administrative board and 
commission appointments made by Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer. This was said to be 
a protest against Gov. Whitmer for not 
engaging the legislature in the state’s 

coronavirus epidemic response decisions, 
and passed on a 19-14 party line vote with 
three members absent. Five proposals to 
amend the state constitution have been 
introduced in the legislature’s opening 

days, and are described below. To become 
law, constitutional amendments must 
be placed on the ballot and approved 

by a majority of voters. To be placed on 
the ballot, a constitutional amendment 
proposed by legislators must receive a 

two-thirds majority vote in the House and 
Senate.

Senate Joint Resolution A: 
Remove university spending 
from allowable School Aid 
Fund uses
 Introduced by Sen. Tom Bar-
rett (R), to place before voters 
in the next general election a 
constitutional amendment to 
strip-out language currently in the 
Constitution of 1963 allowing tax 
revenue earmarked to the state 
“School Aid Fund” to be used 
for state universities. Tax dollars 
earmarked to this fund could only 
be spend on K-12 public schools 
and community colleges. 

Senate Joint Resolution 
B: Equalize school district 
funding
 Introduced by Sen. Tom Barrett 
(R), to place before voters in the 
next general election a constitu-
tional amendment to require that 
by Oct. 1, 2024, all school districts 
receive the same amount of total 
state and local per pupil revenue 
for school operating purposes.

See VOTES on 14

nnn

IS THERE NO one in Fenton upset 
about the roads early morning after 
a snowstorm? Not a plow truck in 
site until after 9 a.m. or so.

nnn

INSTEAD OF RAISING the hourly 
wage to $15, why not just add a 
zero to all the paper money. That 
way, instead of making $12 an 
hour you will make $120 an hour. 
Of course, $5 gas will be $50 but 
think of all the paper you will have.

nnn

CORRECTION, THE 
REPUBLICANS in our state 
decided to tax our pensions. 
Republican governor, Republican 
house, and Republican senate 
taxed our pensions to give 
businesses a tax cut. Facts matter.

nnn

BIDEN IS REALLY good at 
signing executive orders and doing 
as he’s told.

nnn

C’MON DEBBIE STABENOW and 
Gary Peters. You know darn well 
that making D.C. a state would be 
unconstitutional, yet you go along 
with it. Why? You need to step 
down now.

nnn

HOT LINE CONTINUED

The right to a speedy trial and 
the pandemic
 One of the most basic and 
fundamental rights that a criminal 
defendant has is the right to a speedy 
trial as guaranteed by both the United 
States and Michigan constitutions.
 The present pandemic has made 
all of us subject to a number of 
restrictions.  I won’t detail them 
here except for one — because of 
necessary public health and safety 
measures ordered by the Michigan 
Supreme Court limiting live court 
proceedings, there has been a very 
significant reduction in the number of 
criminal jury trials held since March, 
2020.
 As a result, the question now 
being asked is what effect this has on 
defendants’ speedy trial rights?
 Someday this question will be 
answered.  In the meantime, the 

following is a brief summary of 
Michigan law as to determining 
speedy trial right violations.
 The right to a speedy trial is based 
on the proposition that an accused’s 
guilt or innocence must be decided 
promptly.
 There is no fixed number of days 
of delay after which the right can be 
said to be violated.
 Instead, whether an accused’s 
right has been violated depends on a 
consideration of four factors:
• The length of delay,
• The reason for the delay,
• The defendant’s assertion of the 
right, and
• The prejudice to the defendant.
 When there is a delay of 18 months 
or more, prejudice is presumed, and 
the burden shifts to the prosecution 
to show that there was no injury.  
A presumptively prejudicial delay 
triggers an inquiry into other factors 
to determine if there’s been a 
violation. 
 Delays that are due to docket 
congestion are given only minimal 
weight in deciding if a violation 
occurred.
 Prosecutorial negligence is not 
weighed heavily in favor of finding a 
violation.
 Delays attributable to the 
defendant are not held against the 
prosecutor.
 There are two types of prejudice.  
The first is prejudice to the 
defendant’s person, which means 
being incarcerated during the delay.  
The second is prejudice to the 
defense when the delay results in the 
defendant not being able to prepare 
an adequate defense.
 A finding of a speedy trial right 
violation requires the case to be 
dismissed.
 This is a true “pandemic question” 
and the answer will ultimately come 
from Michigan’s Appellate Courts.
 We’ll see what happens.

HONORING OUR

VETERANSVETERANS
Sponsored by Sharp Funeral Homes,  
the Tri-County Times is honoring a  
local veteran in every edition of the 
newspaper. The only criteria is that the 
veteran be honorably discharged. Let us 
honor you or the veteran in your life, past 
or present.

Please provide:
• Full name
• Hometown 
• War or war era 
• Branch of military 
• Rank 
• Years of service 
• Honors or medals earned

Please email information and military 
photo to: news@tctimes.com
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Fenton had representation at Let Us Play rally
By David Troppens
 Korryn Smith should be taking jump 
shots this time of year.
 The Fenton senior girls basketball 
player should be grabbing rebounds, 
playing defense and occasionally cheer-
ing her fellow teammates from the bench 
during what should be the final weeks of 
the varsity girls basketball season prior 

to the start of district play.
 But instead of playing a game on Fri-
day night, her practices involved non-
contact sessions, and that’s not supposed 
to change until at least Feb. 21 according 
to Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s most recent 
extension to winter sports that involve 
physical contact. Those sports include 
basketball, wrestling and hockey.

 “Practices are very different than usu-
al,” Smith said. “There’s not much more 
to do because after one day of non-con-
tact practice, every day is pretty much 
the same. We are doing a lot of condi-
tioning. We need contact sooner than 
later. I’m hoping that happens.”
 Smith was one of around 1,000 Mich-

See PLAY on 11

Spencer makes easy work of Seldon, improves to 12-0 Fenton 
swimmers  
win first meet of 
season
By David Troppens
 The Fenton varsity boys 
swimming and diving team 
are nine-time defending Flint 
Metro League champions.
 It looks like the squad wants 
to extend its league champion-
ship run to a decade if the Ti-
gers’ first league meet is any 
indication. The Tigers defeated 
the Swartz Creek/Flushing co-
op team by a 113-63 score.
 Fenton took first place in 11 
events. Three swimmers fin-
ished with firsts in four events 
— Jack Fries, Max Haney 
and Gavin Crews. All three 
swimmers took part in the 200 
freestyle relay, teaming with 
Kaz Sieja to win with a time 
of 1:34.70. Crews and Haney 
combined with Evan Koch and 
Braden Falvo to win the 400 
freestyle relay (93:41.20). Fi-
nally, Fries teamed with Sieja, 
Falvo and Koch to win the 200 
medley relay (1:50.87). 
 Individually, Fries took the 
top spot in the 200 freestyle 
(1:57.94) and in the 100 back-
stroke (1:00.11). 

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

Linden’s 
Joey Spencer 
won his 12th 
professional 
bout with a first-
round knock out 
against Isiah 
Seldon Saturday 
night as part of 
a FOX network 
broadcast. 

By David Troppens
 Joey Spencer’s 12th profes-
sional boxing match of his ca-
reer was delayed about two or 
three minutes Saturday night, 
because the paramedic on ring-
side couldn’t be found.
 The delay was longer than the 
actual bout. Spencer had one of 
his most impressive profession-
al showings, knocking out Isiah 
Seldon twice in a span of 135 
seconds, improving his record 
to 12-0 with nine knockouts.
 “It felt good,” Spencer said. 
“This fight was at middleweight. 
Usually I’m at 154 (pounds) and 
the fact he was bigger than me 
could’ve made things uncom-
fortable for me. But I knew if I 
hit him on his chin, it was going 
to be over.” 
 Seldon, who entered the bout 
with a 14-3-1 record, never had 
a chance as Spencer had to land 
about 10 punches to finish his 
night on a FOX Network broad-
cast of Premier Boxing Champi-
ons at the Shrine Auditorium in 
Los Angeles. 
 Spencer and Seldon were 
the first bout of the primetime 
event (there was an undercard 
program prior to the start of the 
prime time show) and Spencer 
dominated from the start. He 
landed a nice left-right combi-

nation about a minute into the 
first round. The straight right 
recorded his first knock out of 
the son of former heavyweight 
champion Bruce Seldon. 
 When action began again, 
Seldon tangled up Spencer and 
delivered three illegal overhand 
right chops to the back of Spen-
cer’s head. The illegal tactic cost 
Seldon two points on the score-
card. But it didn’t really matter 
much because a left shot to Sel-
don’s head dropped him for the 
second time and the fight was 
called by knockout.
 “Normally I would’ve re-
taliated if someone hit me in 
the back of the head like that. I 
would’ve hit him in the back of 
the head,” Spencer said. “I still 
have a headache (this phone 
interview was done about five 
hours after the fight) because I 
took those shots. I didn’t because 
I knew he was done and hurt. 
He was trying to buy time and 
I didn’t want him to get DQ’d. I 
was able to get the knockout win 
and not get the DQ.”
 Spencer has fought on televi-
sion in 11 of his 12 bouts. Still 
only 20, Spencer’s strength 
commanded Seldon’s respect 
from the opening second. Spen-
cer’s physical maturation and 
strength maturation were evi-

dent from the start.
 “I just know I am getting big-
ger, stronger and I’m getting 
older,” Spencer said. “Things 
are changing in the gym. (Dur-
ing) COVID I ended up not 
wasting any time. I’ve been 

in the gym getting stronger, 
strength training with Josh 
Kosier, my strength and con-
ditioning coach. … I’ve gotten 
more natural strength and also 
(more) strength I’ve devel-

See SPENCER on 10

Fenton’s Korryn Smith 
went to Saturday’s Let Us 
Play Rally at the Capitol 
House in Lansing. 
Photo provided
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By David Troppens
 The Holly varsity boys swim team 
has low numbers.
 The squad currently has just 10 ath-
letes on the team.
 Yet, the Bronchos gave a pretty good 
showing in their first meet of the sea-
son. 
 The Bronchos won eight of the 12 
events but the team’s numbers hurt the 
squad when it came to earning depth 
points, resulting in a 100-81 loss to Ox-
ford High School.
 “I was encouraged by how well we 
managed to do with the very small 
amount of practice time we have man-
aged to get in so far,” Holly varsity boys 
swimming coach Kurtis Knight said. 
“To be honest I wasn’t expecting any 
crazy times from my guys since many 
of them have not built up enough endur-
ance yet with only about a week of prac-
tice time so far, but there were a couple 
of swims the other night that surprised 
me and have given me an inclination to 
believe that there will be some really 
nice levels of improvements made as 
the season goes forward.”

 The COVID pandemic and the recent 
pause meant that swim teams haven’t 
been able to train as early this winter as 
they usually can.
 “Its main impact has been on the de-
layed start to our season,” Knight said. 
“Usually we would already have been 
in the pool for about two months at this 
point. When it comes to the actual com-
petitions we have limited spectators due 
to social distancing concerns.”
 Drew Hignite and Zachary Rocka-
fellow had outstanding first meets, both 
winning all four events they competed 
in. Hignite and Rockafellow teamed 
with Collin Wilczak and Brandon 
Strickert to win the 200 medley relay 
(2:02.17). They also ended the event 
by teaming with Nathan Costigan and 
Shane Valerio to win the 400 freestyle 
relay (4:24.02). Meanwhile, individual-
ly, Hignite won the 200 individual med-
ley (2:28.89) and the 100 breaststroke 
(1:08.82) while Rockafellow won the 
100 backstroke (1:11.86) and the 100 
butterfly (1:10.68).
 Three Holly athletes captured in-
dividual firsts. Wilczak took the top 

Despite low numbers, Bronchos give Oxford a battle in first meet of season

spot in the 200 freestyle (2:24.92) 
while Strickert won the 500 freestyle 
(6:37.90).
 The Bronchos had two individual 

second-place finishes. Wilczak earned 
runner-up honors in the 100 butterfly 
(1:21.31) while Costigan took second 
in the 100 backstroke (1:20.64).

SPENCER
Continued from Page 9
oped in the gym.  And then my boxing, 
I’m boxing like crazy. People aren’t tak-
ing my punches the same way they used 
to and it’s bringing me a lot of confi-
dence, so yeah I did expect (the knock 
out) to happen.”
 Hours later, Spencer reflected on more 
on his added strength created through 
hard work at the gym and just because 
he’s naturally maturing.
 “It’s interesting. I’d hear people say 
when you get older things just change 
and you become so much more power-
ful,” Spencer said. “I feel more powerful 
now. They can’t take my punches any 
more. I feel this different type of energy. 
My whole body is behind it and it gives 
me a lot of confidence. Give me one more 
year and I’ll be ready for anybody.”
 Prior to the start of the fight, referee 
Jerry Cantu warned both fighters that it 
wouldn’t be a street brawl. Apparently, 
he was well warranted about his warn-
ings as Seldon, nicknamed “Zoo” tried to 
rough it up the one chance he got with the 
illegal blows. 
 “I’m an intense fighter,” Spencer said. 

“I was coming in here and I knew that 
he was planning on being bigger than 
me and was planning on roughing me 
up. That’s what he said during some in-
terviews this week, so I was coming into 
town and not having it. …  Now after the 
fight there’s no hard feelings but that’s 
what I was bringing to the table com-
ing into the fight. And it’s the intensity I 
brought from my training camp. 
 “(Cantu) was trying to head off what 
happened with the behind the head shots, 
that wasn’t going to happen so it wasn’t 
on my side.”
 It was just Spencer’s second fight in 
the last year, but as Spencer mentioned 
there hasn’t been a break in the gym, and 
it showed. It was his first knock out in 
the first round since beating Cory Macon 
by knockout in 2:36 on Sept. 30, 2018. 
It was his second-fastest pro bout of his 
career. The fastest was his second fight, a 
55-second knockout victory against Ous-
mane Sylla on April 13, 2018. Saturday 
night’s fight was Spencer’s first sched-
uled eight-round bout of his pro career.
 He expects his next fight will be in the 
spring.

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

Holly’s Nathan Costigan and Collin Wilczak dive in the pool during the 200 
freestyle in a meet against Oxford. The Holly Bronchos earned first-place finishes 
in eight of the 12 events. Photo: Christopher Summers
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By David Troppens
 Nancy Holden has been 
coaching the Linden/Fen-
ton/Lake Fenton co-op 
girls gymnastics team for 
six years.
 Her seventh season is 
going to be a bit different 
than anyother she’s expe-
rienced with the squad. Of 
course that has a lot to do 
with the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 
 “It has been a struggle,” 
Holden said. “We started 
practice for two weeks, 
and then we got shut down 
for eight weeks. We have 
been back at it for only two 
weeks and we then we had 
our first meet.”
 That first meet was 
Saturday. In it, the LFLF 
team posted a team score 
of 135.175 against the 
Milford co-op squad at the 

Hartland Sports Center’s 
Bounce House.
 We started our first 
meet with a 135.175 and 
I thought that was a great 
start for us,” Holden said. 
“We are only going to 
grow from that. They are 
motivated, getting in con-
dition and I think they are 
going to do well. I’m very 
happy with their perfor-
mance.”
 The squad has nine ath-
letes with two seniors on 
the squad — returning state 
qualifiers Lauren Hayden 
and Apryl Smith.
 “Our two seniors are our 
captains and they are do-
ing a fantastic job,” Holden 
said. “They’ve been two 
wonderful leaders for the 
team and they are showing 
everybody the ropes and 
motivating the girls. The 

dynamics of this team are 
awsesome. I couldn’t ask 
for a better group of girls 
to get together. Sometimes 
when you are mixing these 
schools together they get in 
their little groups of their 
school, but that is not the 
case this year. They are all 
mingling and becoming 
great buddies.”
 The LFLF team’s lead-
ers had strong first meets 
with Maty Temrowski, 
Hayden and Smith scoring 
one of the squad’s scor-
ing performances in each 
event. All three were All-
State performers a year ago 
despite the fact the state 
meet was canceled due to 
COVID-19. The state gave 
All-State honors to girls 
who qualified highly at re-
gional meets.

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

LFLF gymnastics team excited about 
2021 season while overcoming COVID

By David Troppens
 The Fenton varsity boys 
bowling team almost had a 
prefect start to the Flint Metro 
League season at Grand Blanc 
Lanes on Saturday.
 The Tigers dominated Owos-
so 28-2. The girls weren’t as for-
tunate, losing to Owosso 28-2.
 The Fenton boys won both 
Baker games, 193-161 and 197-
182, which gave the Tigers a 
large 10-0 lead.
 In match play, the Tigers post-
ed  team scores of 824 and 863. 
Jake Durant and Tate Temrows-
ki each recorded 399 two-game 
series scores, while Peyton Jack-
son bowled a 362. Jimmy Myers 
rolled a high game of 167.
 The Fenton girls had Baker 
games of 99 and 118. In match 
play, the Tigers had team series 
scores of 615 and 691.

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

Fenton boys 
bowlers post 
strong start

PLAY
Continued from Page 9
igan  student-athletes, coaches and par-
ents that attended Saturday’s Let Them 
Play rally at the Capitol House in Lan-
sing. She attended the event with two of 
her teammates — Kyla Lynch and Lau-
ren Gangwer.
 “There was a Facebook group that 
started out small and as soon as I saw the 
movement was happening I wanted to be 
a part of it,” Smith said. “I just want bas-
ketball back. Everyone is going through 
mental things and it was very heartbreak-
ing to hear the stories from people going 
through things that I go through as well. I 
was glad to see all of the athletes.”
 This was the third Let Them Play rally 
that has been held at the Capitol House 
since the pandemic began. The goal is to 
get kids back to the sports they love by 
trying to pressure Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer and the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services (MDHHS) 
to lift the COVID restrictions by the end 
of the weekend. Since that didn’t happen, 
the Let Them Play Michigan advocacy 
group has filed a complaint against the 

new director of the MDHHS Elizabeth 
Hertel. The letter urges Hertel to issue a 
new emergency health order allowing for 
the immediate return of winter contact 
sports, practices and games. The Michi-
gan senate also took action on Thursday, 
pressuring the MDHHS to allow all win-
ter sports to be played. Previous rallies 
took place in late August and during De-
cember.
 There were many speakers including 
ex-Red Wing Darren McCarty. Many 
students spoke, including one of Smith’s 
travel basketball teammates, Brenna 
Bartlett.
 “We should be able to play,” Smith 
said. “I’m at home and I turn on the TV 
and see college athletes playing. It’s crazy 
because they are only three to five years 
older than us and we can’t even have con-
tact in practice. 
 “I’m willing to get tested weekly and 
wear masks. I just want to play, especially 
for the seniors.”
 The Michigan High School Athletic 
Association (MHSAA) also is pushing 
for an earlier start than the current Feb. 21 
date. 

Apryl Smith competes on the floor exercise 
during the LFLF gymnastics team’s first meet of 
the season on Saturday. Photo: Christopher Summers
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Patricia A. McGarry, D.D.S.
Justin Schultz, D.D.S. 
Family Dentistry
810-735-9426   |  www.drmcgarry.com
200 Lindenwood Dr. |  Linden
Mon. Tues. Wed. 11am-7pm  |  Thurs. 8am-3pm  |   Sat. by appt only

Special
$85

Includes: Cleaning, Exam & 
complete set of X-rays  

($360 value)

New Patient 

Our office is 
dedicated to the health 

and safety of our patients, 
staff and their families.  We have 

implemented safety features, 
procedures and guidelines to 
protect all who enter through 
our doors from the spread 

of Covid19.

RESTAURANTS
Continued from Front Page
 2020 because of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and mandated closures and restrictions. 
 The National Restaurant Associa-
tion released key findings regarding the 
impact of coronavirus on the overall 
restaurant industry, which include:
• Restaurant and foodservice industry 
sales fell by $240 billion in 2020 from 
an expected level of $899 billion.
• As of Dec. 1, 2020, more than 110,000 
eating and drinking places were closed 
for business temporarily, or for good. 

‘‘ We want 
everyone to 

know that we are 
following all of the 

CDC guidelines 
because the 

health and safety 
of our customers 
and staff are our 
top priority.’’Mark Ruhlig
Villagers Restaurant owner

community to help them get through a 
very difficult year. 
 “We want everyone to know that we 
are following all of the CDC guidelines 
because the health and safety of our 
customers and staff are our top priority,” 
Mark Ruhlig said. “We look forward 

to having a full dining 
room when the rules 
permit, but until then, 
we will serve up to 25 
percent capacity as set by 
the MDHHS (Michigan 
Department of Health 
and Human Services) 
mandate.
 “I don’t think a lot 
of people realize the 
widespread effect the 
restaurant shutdowns 
have had. It’s not just the 
owners and employees; 
it’s also the customers 
and the vendors.”
 Ruhlig said their ven-

dors will still be affected since the food 
orders will still not be close to normal. 
“They have mouths to feed too. Hope-
fully we will be at full capacity soon, and 
people won’t be so afraid to dine out.”
 Here’s a sampling of a few other 
restaurants in area and when they are 
reopening their dining rooms.
 The Fenton Hotel Tavern & Grill 
reopened Tuesday, Feb. 2. They are 
taking reservations for Valentine’s Day 
specials for Feb. 13 and 14. To reserve a 
table, call (810) 750-9463.
 Shirley’s Café and Grille in downtown 
Linden is a breakfast and brunch restaurant. 
They opened for indoor dining Tuesday, 
Feb. 2. Their hours are Tuesday - Saturday 
7a.m.-2 p.m. and Sunday 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
 The Meeting Place (TMP) on Owen 
Road in Fenton reopened Feb. 2. Adher-
ing to the 25-percent capacity and 10 p.m. 
curfew, they close no later than 9 p.m. 
 The Corner Bar & Grill on Owen 
Road in Fenton reopened its indoor din-
ing room Feb. 1. Outdoor seating remains 
available. They suggest reservations. 
 The Blackthorn Pub in Holly re-
opened its dining room Feb. 1 at 4 p.m. 
As with all restaurants Blackthorn Pub 
will be limited to 25-percent capacity 
and must close at 10 p.m. Seating is first 
come, first served. 
 Ciao Italian Bistro in downtown 
Fenton reopened its dining room at 11 
a.m., Monday, Feb. 1. 
 The Laundry in Fenton reopens 
today, Feb. 3. 

• The eating and drinking place sector 
finished 2020 nearly 2.5 million jobs 
below its pre-coronavirus level.
 The Times reached out to a few local 
restaurants to see what reopening the 
dining rooms means to them.
 Villagers Restaurant in Holly re-
opened its dining room 
Monday, Feb. 1. Owners/
brothers Mark and Mike 
Ruhlig were looking 
forward to seeing guests. 
The restaurant’s hours 
are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
 “We are so happy to 
welcome customers back 
into our dining room and 
thankful for our employ-
ees who have been pa-
tiently waiting to get back 
to work,” Mark said.
 “It’s been so nice to see 
regulars that we haven’t 
seen in a very long time. 
Our first customer of the 
day said, ‘I can’t tell you how nice it is 
to come in and eat my favorite Villagers’ 
breakfast. I’ve missed this so much!’”
 Mark said they are so thankful for the 
support they’ve received from the Holly 

Rosie the Riveter 
welcomes travelers
nStatue unveiled at Flint’s 
Bishop International Airport
Compiled by Sharon Stone
 Back to the Bricks and the Flint 
Women’s Forum unveiled the 10th 
statue in the Automobile Heritage 
Collection, “Rosie the Riveter” at 
Flint Bishop International Airport. 
 Rosie is the first female to join 
the Automobile Pioneers collection. 
 On hand to assist with the 
presentation and unveiling was 
Executive Director of Back to the 
Bricks and President of the Flint 
Women’s Forum Amber Taylor, and 
sculptor Joe Rundell, a Flint native 
who made the Rosie Statue out of 
clay, and many others. 
 Airport Director Nino Sapone 
said, “Hundreds of thousands of 
passengers use this airport to access 
our region every year. It is an honor 
to have been chosen to showcase this 
wonderful statue. Since the original 
Rosie the Riveter worked on the line 
at an aircraft factory in Michigan, 
and other Flint-area factories during 
WWII, where better to display this 
statue than at our area’s aviation and 
industrial hub gateway?” 

Servers Lori St. Claire (left) and Ashley 
Runyon were ready to welcome back 
their regulars and new guests Monday, 
Feb. 1, at Villagers Restaurant in Holly. 
Submitted photo

Here’s what is required at restaurants:
• No more than six people to a table, 
with tables set at least 6 feet apart
• No more than 100 people or 25 
percent capacity, whichever is smaller 
• No mingling with other patrons 
outside your dinner group or in 
common areas or other places, such 
as dance floors 
• All restaurants must obtain contact 
information for every person who eats 
indoors. 
• If an employee contracts 
COVID-19 or shows symptoms at 
work, the venue must shut down until 
a deep cleaning is conducted. 
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Who will take me
MH E?O

13575 Fenton Rd. • Fenton
www.adoptapetfenton.com

810-629-0723

Augustus
I am the best snuggle buddy and get 

along with cats and dogs. 

• OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK •
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

FENTON • 810-629-1900
14283 Fenton Rd., Fenton

HOME REPAIRS
You Name It, We Can Help.

– No Job Too Small –

Licensed & Insured 40 Years Experience

– Best Prices – 

810-234-3400

DECKS
ROOFING • SIDING

PAINTING• DRYWALL
FLOORING • DOORS

KITCHEN & BATH
Remodeling

REGI    NAL 
MAINTENANCE &
IMPROVEMENTS

Service Directory
PAINTING

LAURICELLA LAURICELLA 
PAINTINGPAINTING

•All Size Jobs
•Call Back Guarantee
•25 Years Experience

Yes, Yes, 
we can do that!we can do that!

FULL SERVICE PAINTING

248-210-8392248-210-8392
Based in Fenton

lauricellapaintinginc@yahoo.com

HANDYMAN

All Types of 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Mike Shuert
810-964-9559

Matt Shuert
810-964-9511

Office: 810-428-8998

GIVE US A CALL, 
WE DO IT ALL!

BOOK NOW - FREE ESTIMATE

810-813-9913
7SPIRITSOFGOD7@GMAIL.COM

Residential • Commercial
Industrial

POWERWASHING

DRYWALL REPAIR

HANDYMAN REPAIR

LIGHT REMODEL

ALL PAINTING 

STAINING

STUMP GRINDING

(810) 730-7262
(810) 629-9215

Specializing in removal 
of unsightly stumps & 
roots from your lawn

Big or small, we 
grind them all!

DS&         STUMP 
GRINDING
         STUMP 
GRINDING

n Small yard accessible
n Free estimates
n Insured

FLOORING

Pre-Payment is 
required for all 

private party ads

Visa & Mastercard accepted

For Classifieds Call
810-433-6787

TO ADVERTISE YOUR JOB OPENING
CALL 810-629-8282

BUYING
ALL CARS 

any condition. 
We pick up Cash 
Paid! Text or Call 
810-691-5030. 

Cash4Cars

VEHICLES WANTED

CONSTRUCTION 
LABOR 

$18.00 to $22.00/
Hour + Bonuses and 
Benefits. Demolition 

and Epoxy Floors. 
Drivers License 

Required 
800-874-2829.

FULL-TIME 
MACHINIST 

WANTED 
for local Flint 

business. Able to 
run Bridgeport Mill, 

Prot-Trak, Lathe, 
Boring Mill. 5 years’ 
experience. Medical, 
Dental, 401K, 40+ 

hours weekly. Please 
email ggrossbauer@

spentechusa.com

24/7 PROPERTY 
SECURITY 

OVERNIGHT 
Marked Vehicle Presence 

810-429-4123

WORK WANTED

Employment
en grocery store workers food service pharmacist 
firefighters nurses doctors paramedics hospital wo
truck drivers carpet cleaners sanitation janitorial
care respiratory therapists delivery workers restaurant 
staff reporters postal workers utility workers insu
iers nurses doctors law enforcement funeral services 
director firefighters paramedic auto repair clergy                                  
warehouse workers law enforcement news media
restaurant staff reporters food service nurses law
doctors surgeons transporation services distribution 
edic  phar
ghter  hospit
truck drivers nurses doctors janitorial paramedic
ry therapists  grocery store ant 
iers nurses doctors                 law enforcement nstaff 
reporters news media utility workers banking fina
lab techs restaurant workers manufacturing auto 

We thank those who are certain of their 
mission during these uncertain times

New & Old Floors
Installation

Sanding | Refinishing

Charles H. Hamilton

810-333-5272
20 Years Experience
Licensed | Insured
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Lanny T. Lloyd 
- age 69, of 
Highland, 
died Saturday, 
January 30, 
2021. Funeral 
services will 
be held at 11 
AM Friday, 
February 5, 
2021 at the 
Cornerstone 
Church of 
Highland. 
Burial will 
be in Lakeside Cemetery, 
Holly. Visitation with social 
distancing restrictions will 
be from 2 - 5 and 7 - 9 PM 
Thursday, February 4 at the 
Dryer Funeral Home, Holly. 
Mr. Lloyd was born in Flint on 
July 14, 1951 to Henry and 
Minnie Lou (Lancaster) Lloyd. 
Lanny was a loving, dedicated 
and supporting husband, 
father and grandfather, and 
he loved spending time with 
his grandkids. He was retired 
from General Motors and 
was a Fenton High School 
Varsity Baseball coach for 18 

Warren R. 
“Jack” Furry 
- age 77, of 
Linden, died 
Saturday, 
January 30, 
2021.  Per the 
family’s request 
cremation has 
taken place 
and a private 
service will be 
held at a later 
date.  Those 
desiring may make contributions 
to St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church. Jack was born 
April 29, 1943 in Johnstown, 
PA, the son of Cletus and Irene 
(Carbaugh) Furry.  He was a 
1963 graduate of Johnstown 
High School in Johnstown, PA.  
He married Rosann V. Ciaravella 
August 31, 1963 in Johnstown, 
PA.  He had resided in Linden 
since 1994 coming from Milford.  
Jack retired in 1999 from Ford 
Motor Company in Wixom as an 
Engineer.  He also owned and 
operated J and R Antiques, Hair 
Establishment, J & R Video, and 

years. He 
attended the 
Cornerstone 
Church, was 
an avid chess 
player, and 
loved to watch 
Jeopardy. 
Surviving are 
his wife ,Paula; 
five children, 
David Lloyd, 
Danielle 
Shorrock, 
Kelly Benson, 

Heather Israel, and Aubree 
Lloyd; 12 grandchildren, 
Mitchell, Zachary, Wesley, 
Sawyer, Ayla, Emmett, Luke, 
Isabel, Arthur, Desmond, 
Hendrick, and Hazel; seven 
siblings, Will Lloyd, Nina 
Lloyd, Ina Veenhuis, Terry 
Lloyd, Rita Lloyd, Zach Lloyd, 
and Rochelle Hanner. He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents; and brother, Eric 
Lloyd. Memorial donation may 
be made to the Cornerstone 
Church or the American 
Heart Association. www.
dryerfuneralhomeholly.com.

Summit Cafe 
all in Milford 
and The Linden 
Hotel in Linden.  
He was a 
member of the 
Milford Police 
Auxiliary from 
1971-1977 and 
had also drove 
ambulances. 
Surviving are 
his wife of 57 
years, Rosann; 
daughters, 

Karen (David) Stroud of Fenton, 
and Sharon Flowers of Linden; 
granddaughters, Courtney, 
Taylor, and Skylar Stroud of 
Fenton, and Hailey and Hannah 
Flowers of Linden; brother, 
Robert Furry of FL; and several 
nieces and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents; son, Michael Furry; and 
sisters, Shirley Furry and Doris 
Richie.  Tributes may be shared 
at www.sharpfuneralhomes.
com.

Lanny T. Lloyd 
1951 – 2021 

Warren R. “Jack” Furry 
1943 – 2021 

Harold “Harry” Ermal Collard 
- age 89, passed away at 
Bayview in Bradenton, Florida 
on Wednesday, January 27, 
2021. Harry was born on March 
21, 1931 in Owosso the son of 
Ermal and Mildred (Rathburn) 
Collard. He graduated from 
Owosso High School and 
served in the Korean War. In 
1964, he married Joan Hill. 
They owned Lil’ House of 
Carpet in Fenton until retiring in 
Palmetto, Florida. He spent his 
days fishing while he was able. 
He will be greatly missed by 
wife, Joan; four children, Rick 
(Piri) Collard, Tracy (George) 
Pellett, Michael (Helena) 
Collard, Michael (Candi) 
Jordan.; 15 grandchildren; 
and 16 great-grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death by 
his parents; brother, Donald; 
daughter, Cheryl Trewhella; 
sons, Tom and Mark Jordan. 
Private family funeral services 
will be held. 
Public visitation with social 
distancing restrictions will be 
held 5 - 7 PM Friday, February 
5, 2021 at Sharp Funeral 
Homes, Fenton Chapel, 1000 
Silver Lake Road, Fenton. 
Tributes may be shared at www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com. 

Harold “Harry” 
Ermal Collard 

1931 - 2021 

online
OBITUARIES

view

VOTES
Continued from Page 8

Senate Joint Resolution C: 
Repeal constitutional pro-
hibition on graduated state 
income tax
 Introduced by Sen. Jeff Irwin 
(D), to place before voters 
in the next general election 
a constitutional amendment 
to repeal the current prohibi-
tion on imposing a graduated 
state income tax (as opposed 
to Michigan’s current flat tax). 
This would not apply to the in-
come taxes imposed by some 
Michigan cities. 
House Joint Resolution A: Re-
quire two-thirds vote on “lame 
duck” session bills
 Introduced by Rep. Jason 
Wentworth (R), to place be-

fore voters in the next gen-
eral election a Constitutional 
amendment to require that 
bills passed in a “lame duck” 
legislative session held after 
the election in an even year 
must get a two-thirds House 
and Senate majority vote to 
become law. 

House Joint Resolution B: 
Ban lame duck legislative 
session after election
 Introduced by Rep. Gary 
Howell (R), to place before vot-
ers in the next general election 
a Constitutional amendment to 
prohibit lame duck” legislative 
sessions in even years (mean-
ing election years). The pro-
posal would make the Friday 
before the November general 
election the last day legislative 
sessions may be held in even 
years.

FUNERAL  ETIQUETTE
WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP LATER?
In the days and months to come, the family 
will continue to need your support. Try to 
write or call on a regular basis. Continue 
to include them in your social plans, they 
will let you know when they are ready to 

participate. It is also nice to remember the 
family on special occasions during the 

first year following the death. Don’t worry 
about bringing up the pain and emotion 

of the loss, they are well aware of that. By 
remembering such occasions as wedding 
anniversaries and birthdays, you are not 
remembering the death, but reaffirming 

that a life was lived.

Source: Thefuneralsource.org

Obituaries
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FUN BY THE NUMBERS 
Place a number in the 

empty boxes in such a way that 
each row across, each column 

down and each small 9-box 
square contains all of the 

numbers from one to nine.

DORTONLINE.ORG 

800.521.3796

SUDOKU PUZZLE 
SPONSORED BY

Midweek Sudoku

©2021 King Features Synd., Inc. by Linda Thistle • Answers in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

KING
FEATURES Midweek Crossword

CROSSWORD PUZZLESPONSORED BY

©2021 King Features Synd., Inc. • Answers in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

Midweek Jumble

Answers in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

FREE ESTIMATES
INSURED

810-730-7262
810-629-9215

JUMBLE PUZZLE 
SPONSORED BY

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four 
Jumbles, one letter to 
each square, to form 
four ordinary words.

STUMP
GRINDINGDS&

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, your ideas may seem a bit 
fantastical to the people who are 
closest to you. It could be time to 
expand your reach a little bit and 
pitch your thoughts to others.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
A financial surprise may require 
extra attention early in the week, 
Taurus. Take a step back and 
look at things from a new per-
spective as you try to adjust.

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, expressing how you feel 
to someone special is key to 
your personal growth this week. 
Don’t hesitate to share your 
thoughts and open yourself up.

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, sometimes routines can 
be a good thing even if you feel 
as though change is needed. 
Knowing what to expect when 
other things are off-kilter can be 
comforting.

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
A supervisor may ask you to take 
the lead on a project that is right 
in your wheelhouse, Leo. Put in 
the extra effort to help ensure the 
results will be top notch.

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
Your perception may be altered 
through a sudden modification 
in the way you think, Virgo. This 
can be a refreshing change for 
you and open up new possibili-
ties.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, facilitate conversations 
with new people to broaden your 
opportunities for social interac-
tion. This may lead to friendships 
or even promising business 
opportunities.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Thoughts may pop in and out of 
your mind, Scorpio. The trick is 
to figure out how to weed out the 
pertinent ideas from the fluff. Ask 
others to weigh in if need be.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23/Dec 21
Emotions run high between 
you and your partner this week, 
Sagittarius. Enjoy the ride as 
this outpouring of emotions will 
strengthen your bond.

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
Sometimes others do not even 
need to speak for you to infer 
what they are feeling, Capricorn. 
This is a good gift to have and 
can bring you closer to those 
around you.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, a recognition of your 
specific talents and skills is con-
veyed to you by others. It may 
inspire you to work on a new 
project or change departments.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
Knowing and expressing just 
how you feel can help you to 
troubleshoot areas that need a 
bit of modification, Pisces. Be 
honest with yourself.

Horoscopes For the week of 
February 1, 2021

FENCING 
FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS

CALL 810-735-7967
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2420 Owen Road, Fenton, MI • (810) 496-2500
www.mclaren.org/fenton

McLaren Fenton now offers expanded and personalized care for women including 
online appointment scheduling.

Services now include:

 Obstetric care       3D mammography
 Gynecologic care for women of all ages   Bone density screening
 Midwifery care       Ultrasound

DOING WHAT’S BEST.®

SCHEDULE YOUR MAMMOGRAM AND 
OB/GYN APPOINTMENTS ONLINE

Online appointment 
scheduling for 3D 

mammography is available.
Use this QR code or go to 

mclaren.org/flintfenton3Dmamm


