
‘‘Some of this 
anger in this paper 
is unbelievable. 
Respect and value 
differences. Whether 
Republican or 

Democrat, liberal or conserva-
tive, accept the outcome of 
elections and those who are 
elected. Let freedom ring.”
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‘‘Kudos 
to the local 
Knights of 
Columbus 
for recogniz-
ing someone 

outside of their religion 
— Jason Pellet. A truly 
great organization of 
brotherly love.”

‘‘Nice work to 
the mom in the 
library parking lot 
with three kids on 
devices. Way to 
make it work.”
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n19-year-old has been 
behind bars for three 
and a half years, has 
730 days of jail credit
By Sharon Stone
 Abdur rahman  “Abdu” 
Ahmed Akl, 19, was sentenced 

Friday, Sept. 4 by Genesee 
County Circuit Court Judge 
David Newblatt in the March 4, 
2017 shooting death of Brady 
Alan Morris, who was 18 at the 
time of the shooting.
 Through a plea agreement 
between prosecution and defense, 
Akl pleaded guilty Aug. 13 to an 

amended charge of manslaughter 
rather than open murder. 
Manslaughter carries a sentence 
of up to 15 years in prison and/or 
$7,500 in fines. Akl also pleaded 
guilty to felony firearm, which 
carries a mandatory two years 
imprisonment.

See AKL on 9 Times file photo of Abdurrahman “Abdu” Ahmed Akl

Akl sentenced to minimum of 57 months

Local Ladies 
Night Out events 
postponed or 
canceled 
n ‘It’s definitely a tough 
landscape right now’
By Hannah Ball
 Ladies Night Out might not 
happen this year due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. 
 Michael Hart, Fenton assistant 
city manager and Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) 
director, said the pandemic has 
forced many events and activities 
to cancel. 
 “Ladies Night, to my knowl-
edge, is not going on,” he said. 
 The city is “tentatively” look-
ing at having Witches Night Out 
in October. Fenton’s Open Book

See LADIES on 10

Holly High School graduate James Welch cuts his yellow ribbon from a tree 
in front of Holly Elementary. Each ribbon represents a Holly area resident 
who’s actively serving in the military. Welch returned home from serving in 
the Navy last month. See story on Page 3. Photo: Hannah Ball

Bond denied 
for Springfield 
Township man
nCharged with first-degree 
homicide of live-in girlfriend 
and felony firearm
By Sharon Stone
 Vincent Merrill, 50, of Spring-
field Township, was arraigned Sun-

day, Sept. 6 
by Magis-
trate Robert 
Morad  of 
the Oakland 
County 52-1 
District Court 
on one count 
of first-de-
gree homi-
cide and one 

count of felony firearm.
See HOMICIDE on 7

Vincent Merrill

Hometown 
Heroes
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McLaren Flint welcomes 
podiatric surgeon to medical 
staff
Ashim Wadehra, DPM, a 
podiatric surgeon, has joined 
the medical staff at McLaren 
Flint. Wadehra is seeing 
patients at Insight Orthopedic 

Specialists, 
4800 S. 
Saginaw 
St., Suite 
1815, Flint. 
Wadehra 
completed 
a fellowship 
in foot 
and ankle 
surgery 
with a 

specialization in reconstructive 
surgery at American Health 
Network Foot and Ankle in 
Carmel, Indiana. He completed 
his residency at Beaumont 
Hospital, Wayne in Wayne. He 
earned his medical degree from 
Dr. William M. Scholl College of 
Podiatric Medicine at Rosalind 
Franklin University of Medicine in 
North Chicago, Illinois. Wadehra 
is accepting new patients and 
can be reached by calling (810) 
484-3006.

Ashim Wadehra, 
DPM

nGives credit to area 
credit unions and CO-OP 
Miracle Match
 Hurley Children’s Hospital partnered 
with five area credit unions to “CHANGE 
a Child’s Life” from Aug. 17-28. In a 
surprise announcement, CO-OP Financial 
Services announced a Miracle Match 
donation toward this collaborative effort.
 CO-OP Financial Services, co-opfs.

org, is a payment and financial technology 
company whose mission is ensuring the 
success of the credit union movement. 
 Prior to the CO-OP Miracle Match 
donation, the “CHANGE a Child’s Life” 
campaign had raised just over $18,000. 
This total included money raised by the 
members and employees at ELGA Credit 
Union, Financial Plus Credit Union, 
Sovita Credit Union, Security Credit 
Union, and PFCU Credit Union.
 Thanks to the CO-OP Financial 

Services donation, a total of $36,218 was 
raised for this area’s local Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospital.
 “CO-OP congratulates our four client 
credit unions and the other organizations 
and community members that made 
this campaign a success,” said Joe 
Franklin, vice president of experiential 
marketing and engagement for CO-OP. 
“We are looking forward to another year 
of supporting Children’s Miracle Network 
Hospitals, to ensure children receive the 

Hurley Children’s Hospital celebrates campaign success
medical care they deserve.
 This donation is especially impactful to 
Children’s Miracle Network programs at 
Hurley Children’s Hospital in 2020 since 
several of the hospital’s annual CMN 
events have been altered and postponed.
 “We are so appreciative of all that 
credit unions and CO-OP Financial 
Services have done for Hurley Children’s 
Hospital over the years,” said Melany 
Gavulic, president and CEO of Hurley 
Medical Center. “We sincerely value the 
outpouring of support and love for Hurley 
Children’s Hospital and want to thank 
every single person who cared enough 
about these children to take the time to 
share our message and donate.”
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Jerry Hunter
Holly, Michigan

U.S. Army
SGT

Years of service: 1955-1957
Stationed at Camp Hovey Korea

60 MM Mortar

One more reason to transfer
your pre arrangements to Sharp:
Community- Sharp Funeral Homes has been caring for families for over 100 years

serving generations of Local Families.  If you already have funeral
prearrangements with another funeral home, they can help you move your

prearrangement to Sharp Funeral Homes without any additional cost.

All facilities are handicapped accessible.

Michael T. Scully, Manager
1000 Silver Lake Rd, Fenton
(810) 629-9321

Fenton Chapel

Toll-Free 1-877-53 SHARP

Three additional locations in Swartz Creek, Linden,and Flint/Grand Blanc Township

sharpfuneralhomes.com
810-629-9321

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

To submit a veteran, email information 
and photo to news@tctimes.com

HONORING
OUR VETERANS

‘‘ My town put  
my name on a tree 

saying that I served in 
the military. I was  

proud of it.’’James Welch
Holly resident

nHolly organization takes 
one ribbon off active duty 
tree; another ribbon is put on 
By Hannah Ball
 Holly — On Saturday, Sept. 5, the 
Hometown Support for All on Active Duty 
organization welcomed one military mem-
ber back from service and cheered for one 
who left for basic training on Tuesday. 
 This program organizes memorable 
sendoffs for Holly area residents leaving 
for active duty. They write the names 
of these people on a yellow ribbon and 
tie it around a tree in front of the Holly 
Elementary School. They started doing 
this September 2019.
 The large tree now has approximately 
40 yellow ribbons around it. Organizers 
of the group, James and Ina Golden, who 
are both veterans, invited James Welch, 
23, to remove his ribbon Saturday. Right 
after, Holly graduate Vaughn Liegl, 18, 
put his ribbon on the tree. 
 Welch returned from the Navy about 
a month ago. 
 A crowd of two dozen people 
cheered at the event. 
 “I love (being home). I miss it. I’d 
rather be here than at sea. It’s far away 

One is welcomed home, another receives a cheerful sendoff

Vaughn Liegl, 18, receives congratulations from Ina and James Golden after they 
put his ribbon on the tree. He left for basic training Tuesday, Sept. 8. Photo: Hannah Ball 

from family, being away from home, 
not knowing where you’re going to end 
up,” he said. 
 Welch, who graduated from Holly High 
School in 2015, was gone for five years 
and one month while he handled aircrafts 
on carriers at sea. His rank is ABHAN, 
which stands for Aviation Boatswain’s 
Mate Aircraft Handler Airman. 

See RIBBON on 8
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home is that this does not mean 
I’m constantly working a 12-hour 
day. Yes, some days call for that 
(just as they did before COVID) but 
most days I’m able to take breaks 
throughout the day to: walk the 
dogs, do laundry, prep dinner or 
visit with friends via text.
 This leads me to another topic: 
I really like working from home! 
I finally have time to accomplish 
things I never had time for before. 
No more guilt that I never cook 
a meal and our laundry is never 
caught up.
 I’m not alone. The Today Show 
recently cited a New York Times 
survey of 1,000 remote workers 
that found that 86 percent of those 
people were happy to continue 
working from home, even when 
that meant balancing distractions 
like kids and — of course — pets. 
 There’s no way to know how 
much longer working from home 
will be a thing, but for now 
I’m going to embrace it — as 
professionally as possible. That said, 
my dogs are Buddy and Yeti and 
they promise to try to be quiet during 
video meetings.

T
he other day a friend received 
an official memo from her 
company detailing a new rule: 
No more introducing your pets 

during video meetings.
 I’m sure that’s a memo the CEO 
of her company never 
imagined having to write, 
but then again 2020 has 
been full of “we never 
imagined” moments.
 I’m not sure I fully 
agree with the new rule. 
I am a pet lover, after 
all. Plus, if your pets 
are anything like mine, 
sometimes they bark 
during a meeting (usually 
just at the moment I’ve 
unmuted myself) and it only seems 
natural to address the “dog” in the 
room. But I get the general idea. 
 As millions of workers 
transitioned from a traditional 
office to their home office during 
COVID-19, there hasn’t really 
been time for an HR department 
meeting on proper home office 
etiquette. I’m not going to pretend 
I have it all figured out, but here 
are some tips that have helped me 

make the home office a little more 
professional.
 If at all possible find dedicated 
space for a home office.
 Invest in a few pieces of 
technology to make your job easier.

 A home office is still 
an office: I’ve heard 
stories of people laying 
down in bed on video 
calls, or fully reclined 
in a chair or wearing 
a bathrobe. By all 
means, be comfortable 
in your home office but 
remember you’re still on 
the clock.
 Stay on a schedule: 
This one has been easy in 

our household since my husband is 
an essential worker who can’t work 
from home (there are many of you 
and I am so thankful for each and 
every one of you!) He still has a 
6 a.m. wake up call. So instead of 
staying in bed for two more hours, 
which I could easily do and still 
login to work on time, I get up with 
him, get him out the door and start 
my day.
 The beauty of working from 

Emily Caswell

Building Brands The home office is still an office

FROM MY OBSERVATION of 
the severely faded paint for the 
right lane on Silver Lake Road 
for southbound U.S. 23 is sup-
posed to be a right turn only 
lane? Also, there is no sign 
indicating such, nor lane ends 
merge left.



PEOPLE ARE LEAVING New 
York and California to get away 
from the BS and taxes but 
they’re not coming here.



COVID REPORTING: MY mom 
died June 4 at age 93. She 
did not die from COVID-19. 
Hospice was with her every 
day and said she died from old 
age, not COVID-19. Death cer-
tificate listed pulmonary, res-
piratory and COVID-19. Follow 
the money. It’s worth $17,000 
from feds to states, according 
to hospice supervisor.



All submissions, if approved for publication, must be 50 
words or less and do not necessarily reflect the views of 

the Tri-County Times. We reserve the right  
to edit for clarity, length and liability.

Submit Hot lines online at myfenton.com 
or text to 810-771-8398

Compiled by Hannah Ball, staff reporter Question asked to Tri-County Times’ Facebook followers

What was your favorite class in high school? street talk

“AP Literature with George 
Kralosky at Fenton High 
School. I hope he is doing 
well.” 

Ryan Tackabury
Flint

“Video. I enjoyed it because 
I liked making videos for 
the school and meeting 
new people and making 
people smile.” 

Sam Smith 
Linden

“Anatomy. I had a really 
enthusiastic teacher. She 
taught me a lot and set 
me up for my classes in 
college and my career as a 
nurse. I try to channel her 
when I’m providing educa-
tion to my patients.” 

Morgan Maker
Linden 

“Journalism and Mrs. 
Webster. I was the editor of 
The Anchor’s Chain at Lake 
Fenton. Because I love to 
write, that’s my gift.”

Amber Naganashe
Fenton

“I loved my English class-
es. I loved my teachers and 
the activities we did in the 
classes. I enjoyed all of 
my classes but English the 
most.”

Emma Ziraldo 
Fenton



myfenton.com Wednesday, September 9, 2020  5MIDWEEK TIMES

WATER SOFTENERS  .  DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS  .  BOTTLED WATER  .  SALT  .  FILTERS

Save
Up to
On a New Beauchamp Premium

Water Treatment System

$300
SALT SALE

SATURDAYS
DURA-CUBE
$599

SATURDAY
SPECIAL

SATURDAY
SPECIAL

SERVICE
CALLS

Bag
Reg. $6.99/bag. Restrictions apply. 
One coupon per household. While 

supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.
PHWL_109

POTASSIUM
$1999

Bag
Reg. $20.99/bag. Restrictions 

apply. One coupon per household. 
While supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.

PHWL_109

STARTING AT
$5999
Restrictions apply. One coupon 

per household. While supplies last. 
Expires 3/8/19.

PHWL_109

5 GALLON
BOTTLED WATER

$299
Each

Reg. $3.99/bottle. Restrictions apply. 
One coupon per household. While 

supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.
PHWL_109

810.632.2000
872 N. Old US 23, Brighton, MI 48114

248.642.2000
7766 Highland Rd, Waterford, MI 48327

BeauchampWater.com

Servicing Southeastern
Michigan

WATER SOFTENERS  .  DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS  .  BOTTLED WATER  .  SALT  .  FILTERS

Save
Up to
On a New Beauchamp Premium

Water Treatment System

$300
SALT SALE

SATURDAYS
DURA-CUBE
$599

SATURDAY
SPECIAL

SATURDAY
SPECIAL

SERVICE
CALLS

Bag
Reg. $6.99/bag. Restrictions apply. 
One coupon per household. While 

supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.
PHWL_109

POTASSIUM
$1999

Bag
Reg. $20.99/bag. Restrictions 

apply. One coupon per household. 
While supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.

PHWL_109

STARTING AT
$5999
Restrictions apply. One coupon 

per household. While supplies last. 
Expires 3/8/19.

PHWL_109

5 GALLON
BOTTLED WATER

$299
Each

Reg. $3.99/bottle. Restrictions apply. 
One coupon per household. While 

supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.
PHWL_109

810.632.2000
872 N. Old US 23, Brighton, MI 48114

248.642.2000
7766 Highland Rd, Waterford, MI 48327

BeauchampWater.com

Servicing Southeastern
Michigan

WATER SOFTENERS  .  DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS  .  BOTTLED WATER  .  SALT  .  FILTERS

Save
Up to
On a New Beauchamp Premium

Water Treatment System

$300
SALT SALE

SATURDAYS
DURA-CUBE
$599

SATURDAY
SPECIAL

SATURDAY
SPECIAL

SERVICE
CALLS

Bag
Reg. $6.99/bag. Restrictions apply. 
One coupon per household. While 

supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.
PHWL_109

POTASSIUM
$1999

Bag
Reg. $20.99/bag. Restrictions 

apply. One coupon per household. 
While supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.

PHWL_109

STARTING AT
$5999
Restrictions apply. One coupon 

per household. While supplies last. 
Expires 3/8/19.

PHWL_109

5 GALLON
BOTTLED WATER

$299
Each

Reg. $3.99/bottle. Restrictions apply. 
One coupon per household. While 

supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.
PHWL_109

810.632.2000
872 N. Old US 23, Brighton, MI 48114

248.642.2000
7766 Highland Rd, Waterford, MI 48327

BeauchampWater.com

Servicing Southeastern
Michigan

WATER SOFTENERS  .  DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS  .  BOTTLED WATER  .  SALT  .  FILTERS

Save
Up to
On a New Beauchamp Premium

Water Treatment System

$300
SALT SALE

SATURDAYS
DURA-CUBE
$599

SATURDAY
SPECIAL

SATURDAY
SPECIAL

SERVICE
CALLS

Bag
Reg. $6.99/bag. Restrictions apply. 
One coupon per household. While 

supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.
PHWL_109

POTASSIUM
$1999

Bag
Reg. $20.99/bag. Restrictions 

apply. One coupon per household. 
While supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.

PHWL_109

STARTING AT
$5999
Restrictions apply. One coupon 

per household. While supplies last. 
Expires 3/8/19.

PHWL_109

5 GALLON
BOTTLED WATER

$299
Each

Reg. $3.99/bottle. Restrictions apply. 
One coupon per household. While 

supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.
PHWL_109

810.632.2000
872 N. Old US 23, Brighton, MI 48114

248.642.2000
7766 Highland Rd, Waterford, MI 48327

BeauchampWater.com

Servicing Southeastern
Michigan

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm Sat 8am-3pm

Tired of 
RUSTY, SMELLY Water?

PFOS, PFOA or Lead Concerns?

Restrictions apply.
Expires 9/19/20. TCT

Restrictions apply.
Expires 9/19/20. TCT

Restrictions apply.
Expires 9/19/20. TCT

WATER SOFTENERS  .  DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS  .  BOTTLED WATER  .  SALT  .  FILTERS

Save
Up to
On a New Beauchamp Premium

Water Treatment System

$300
SALT SALE

SATURDAYS
DURA-CUBE
$599

SATURDAY
SPECIAL

SATURDAY
SPECIAL

SERVICE
CALLS

Bag
Reg. $6.99/bag. Restrictions apply. 
One coupon per household. While 

supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.
PHWL_109

POTASSIUM
$1999

Bag
Reg. $20.99/bag. Restrictions 

apply. One coupon per household. 
While supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.

PHWL_109

STARTING AT
$5999
Restrictions apply. One coupon 

per household. While supplies last. 
Expires 3/8/19.

PHWL_109

5 GALLON
BOTTLED WATER

$299
Each

Reg. $3.99/bottle. Restrictions apply. 
One coupon per household. While 

supplies last. Expires 3/8/19.
PHWL_109

810.632.2000
872 N. Old US 23, Brighton, MI 48114

248.642.2000
7766 Highland Rd, Waterford, MI 48327

BeauchampWater.com

Servicing Southeastern
Michigan

FREE In-home Water Test

WIN 

FREE 
DURA CUBE
 
Join us on
FB, Instagram 
& Twitter to 
enter!

Restrictions apply.

nLivingston County man 
pens letter of frustration, 
thanks law enforcement 
By Sharon Stone
 Livingston County Sheriff Mike Mur-
phy shared a “thank you” note that was 
posted on Nextdoor, a community based 
website and app. He said it was shared 
with overwhelming support. 
 Murphy said, “In light of negative 
discussion about defunding police and 
the blatant display of disrespect for law 
enforcement in general,” Kurt Skarjune, 
a Livingston County resident, posted 
the thank you note to police on his local 
Nextdoor.
 The sheriff added that on Sept. 2, law 
enforcement leaders gathered at the sher-
iff ’s office in Howell to be recognized by 
supporters and to extend their gratitude 
to the citizens they serve. 
 Following is Skarjune’s thank you letter:
 “For those of us sick and tired of the 
nightly violence and mayhem we see in 
our once proud cities, which one of us can 
even imagine how battle-weary our police 
officers are being part of it and not watch-
ing it like we do on our big screen TVs? 
How do they endure? Truth is, they can’t.
 Scores of officers are retiring early (if 
they can) or quitting out-right, giving up 

good paying jobs with good benefits, just 
when we, the public, need them the most.
 Back in the ‘80s, when I started, such 
was not the case. Optimistic young people 
flocked to the openings where there were 
always at least 100 job seekers for every 
one or two jobs. Why? It was a noble job, 
and still is, giving one a great opportunity 
to help people.
 Fast forward to now and you see a 
career where one opening may draw only 
two or three applicants. Pay and benefits 
are still good, but not good enough to get 
hit in the head with a brick or have bags of 
urine thrown in your face. Now, mayors 
and city councils believe the criminals 
before they believe you. Now, you are a 
second-class citizen who is ‘guilty until 
proven innocent’ and now you are re-
quired to wear a camera 24/7. The only 
backup you get comes from your partners 
standing at your side.
 Even through all of this, our men and 
women in Blue, Brown or Black, know 
that there is a ‘silent majority’ who want 
and need them around. What this silent 
majority doesn’t know is that just a couple 
of encouraging words like ‘thank you for 
your service’ can go a long way. I know, 
because I received these same words 13 
years after I retired. Let’s not make our 
current heroes wait quite that long.
 Back the Blue!”

Sheriff shares ‘thank you’

POWER OUTAGE ON TUESDAY
Shortly after 10 a.m., 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, more than 
1,000 Consumers Energy 
customers in the south end 
of Fenton City and south 
into Tyrone Township lost 
power. There were reports 
of an explosion-like sound 
in downtown Fenton at the 
time of the power outage. 
Consumers Energy crews 
responded to a small power 
station near Lemen and 
Caroline streets. Residents 
were told that power was 
expected to be restored at 
2:15 p.m.

NEWS

BRIEFS
COMPILED BY SHARON STONE

nTwo years probation 
for aggravated assault 
on store employee
By Sharon Stone
 Damire Palmer, 18, of Mt. Morris 
Township was sentenced Friday, 
Sept. 4 in Genesee County Circuit 
Court to two years probation. 
 On Aug. 12, he appeared in the 
Genesee County 67th District Court 
for his preliminary hearing. Through 
a plea agreement, Palmer pleaded 
guilty to assaulting a 50-year-old 
manager working in the men’s 
clothing department at Macy’s 
department store at Genesee Valley 
Mall in Flint Township on June 15.
 The Macy’s store at Genesee 
Valley Mall is the closest Macy’s to 
the tri-county area and frequented by 
tri-county area residents.
 The charge will be reduced to an 
aggravated assault misdemeanor 
upon completion of his probation. 

The judge said the victim has agreed 
to this deal.
 Palmer will serve 180 days in the 
county jail on an unrelated case, with 
credit for the 57 days he has already 
served, in addition to two years 
probation.
 The assault was caught on store 
surveillance video as well as a 
cellphone video made by Palmer’s 
brother, which went viral after he 
shared it on social media.
 As previously reported in the Times, 
Genesee County Prosecutor David 
Leyton said that despite public comments 
on social media, the police investigation 
did not uncover any evidence of 
provocation by the store manager.
 “This was an unprovoked attack 
on a Macy’s employee,” Leyton 
said in July upon Palmer’s arrest. 
“This behavior as seen on the video 
is unacceptable, it is criminal, and it 
cannot be allowed.”

See MACY’S on 7

Macy’s store attacker sentenced
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Mark McCabe

judgeAsk the
67th District Court

600 Health Park Blvd. Suite G 
Grand Blanc, MI 48439

Integrated Vascular Vein Center of Michigan
Dr. Shuster  •  Dr. Grillo  •  Dr. Paulisin

Flintveins.com(810) 606-1660

Stop compressing
your symptoms…

  Varicose Veins   Swelling   Discoloration   Itching 
 Pain   Restless   Tired  Ulcer

We can help!

Contact us today!

Sovita Credit Union announces 
second annual ‘YE$ to People’ 
classroom giveaway 
Fifty local teachers will be awarded 
$100 grants through nominations by 
their peers. This initiative is part of 
a larger “YE$ to People” campaign 
Sovita Credit Union launched to 
support local causes that advance 
education and healthcare. Sovita will 
award 50 $100 checks to teachers 
in Genesee and Lapeer counties to 
use in their classrooms for supplies, 
programs or any initiative for which 
they are passionate. Nominations 
can be made by completing an 
application and returning it via 
email, in person or by mail by Sept. 
15. Applications can be found at 
sovitacu.org. Any person who is 
a member of Sovita Credit Union 
or who is employed in the field 
of education or healthcare can 
nominate a teacher. Completed 
applications can be returned to 
the credit union by Sept. 15. Grant 
recipients will be selected during 
the last week of September and 
the funds will be delivered to each 
recipient. Sovita Credit Union is 
proud to celebrate people who bring 
life to the community and advance 
the well-being of others. Additional 
information about the program can 
be found at sovitacu.org. Sovita 
Credit Union serves education and 
healthcare workers, their families 
and their communities in Genesee, 
Lapeer, Livingston, Oakland and 
Shiawassee counties.

BUSINESS

BRIEFS
COMPILED BY SHARON STONE

HOT LINE CONTINUED

Sept. 11, 2001
 If you were old enough, Sept. 11, 
2001 is one of those days when you 
remember exactly where you were 
when you first heard the news.
 I was certainly old enough and I 
was in court. 
 We now call this day 9/11. 
 As I’m sure most of us know, 
there were thousands of innocent 
people who died that day and in the 
days thereafter. However, due to the 
actions of some incredible heroes, 
many lives were saved. 
 Today I’d like to share two of the 
many hero stories. 
 There were three jets, which 
individually struck the Twin 
Towers and the Pentagon. There 
was also a fourth hijacked jet, 
which crashed into a field in 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania on its 
way to Washington, D.C. targeting 
the Capitol Building or the White 
House.
 This crash was as a result of the 
passengers overcoming all odds 
and taking control of the plane 
from the hijackers. They were led 
by four men, including one Todd 
Beamer, who famously told the rest 
“Let’s Roll” before they stormed 
the cockpit. Tragically, all of the 
passengers died, but Washington, 
D.C. was spared.
 Rick Rescorla was a highly 
decorated Vietnam veteran who 
grew up in the United Kingdom. 
When his men were under fire, he 
would often sing to them to keep 
them calm.
 On 9/11, he was the head of 
corporate security for Morgan 
Stanley in the South Tower. When 
the first jet hit the North Tower he 
was told to keep the employees at 
their desks. He knew that was wrong 
and instead ordered everyone to 
leave the building. While they were 
evacuating, he calmly reassured 
them by singing “God Bless 
America” and the British song “Men 
of Harlech” over a bullhorn. 
 Sixteen minutes after the first 

plane hit, the second plane struck the 
South Tower. By then over 2,700 
employees and visitors had been 
evacuated thanks to Mr. Rescorla.
 During the evacuation, he had called 
his wife to tell her he loved her and 
if anything happened to him, she had 
made his life. He was last seen on the 
10th floor of the South Tower heading 
upward making sure everyone was 
safely out. His body was never found.
 This Friday marks the 19th 
anniversary of 9/11. 
 Let us never forget.

WHY DO YOU want the Times to 
be a conservative paper when 
you  have a president who is not 
conservative? Why are you all so 
angry? You have controlled the 
presidency and the senate for four 
years. Find comfort in knowing you 
live in Trump’s America.



ALL YOU MORONS stating the 
odds of dying from COVID-19. 
I’m not afraid I don’t believe in 
gambling with my life. The odds 
of being hit by lightning are 1 in 
1,222,000. Do you go out and 
stand under a tree or in an open 
field during a lightning storm?



A SPECIAL SHOUT-out and thank 
you to Fenton Home Furnishings for 
the wonderful assistance they gave 
me with my couch. Great home-
town service.



IGNORANCE AND RACISM on na-
ked display in the Hot lines. Being a 
‘white Caucasian male’ does not add 
the authority or legitimacy to your Hot 
line that you think it does. But it does 
reveal inherent bigotry and sexism.



SEARCHED THE WEB, found no 
data rationalizing the murder of 
nursing home residents. Who’s 
ignorant now? We all are because 
Whitmer won’t give up the data.



TO THE HOT-LINER who ‘evaluat-
ed several FOIA requests.’ Thanks 
for your ‘several’ expertise. Cover-
ing one’s political butt is not a legiti-
mate reason for denial of multiple, 
fully vetted FOIA requests. There is 
no publically available information 
to justify the nursing home murder 
of 2,000 Michiganders. Hence the 
FOIA. Try again.



DURING AN ERA of budget cuts, 
Fenton City Council passed resolu-
tion 2020-27 to accept the financial 
costs of maintenance and liability 
for the LAFF pathway. They can’t 
pay for neighborhood streets, but 
we can afford to pay for regional 
pathway? Crazy.



WHAT IS GOING on downtown? Put 
in the nice Cornerstone building then 
the modem Horizon Building and 
111 Building ruined the look. What 
were the city planners thinking?
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR THE AUDUBON MEADOWS 

STREET IMPROVEMENT SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF FENTON, 

GENESEE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

TO THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF FENTON 
TOWNSHIP, GENESEE COUNTY, MICHIGAN, THE OWNERS 
OF LAND WITHIN THE AUDUBON MEADOWS STREET 
IMPROVEMENT SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT, AND ANY 
OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS:

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that that Supervisor and assessing officer of the 
township has reported to the township board and filed in the office of the 
Township Clerk for public examination a special assessment roll prepared by 
her covering all properties within the Audubon Meadows Street Improvement 
Special Assessment District benefited by the proposed street improvement 
project. Said assessment roll has been prepared for the purpose of assessing 
the costs of repaving Audubon Drive, Rolling Meadow Drive and Waterside 
Drive, and work incidental thereto within the aforesaid special assessment 
district as more particularly shown on the plans on file with the Township Clerk 
at 12060 Mantawauka Drive, Fenton, Michigan within the township, which 
assessment is in the total amount of $55,000.05.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the assessing officer has further 
reported that the assessment against each parcel of land within said district is 
such relative portion of the whole sum levied against all parcels of land in said 
district as the benefit to such parcels bears to the total benefit to all parcels of 
land in said district.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the township board will meet on 
Monday September 21, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. by telephone conference call (Phone 
Number: (844) 855-4444, Access code: 323110#) for the purpose of reviewing 
said special assessment roll and hearing any objections thereto. Said roll may 
be examined on the Fenton Township website at www.fentontownship.org 
from now until after said hearing. Protest at the hearing held to confirm the 
special assessment roll is required in order to appeal the amount of the special 
assessment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal.

 An owner, or party in interest, or his or her agent may attend the hearing by 
telephone to protest the special assessment, or shall be permitted to file his 
or her appearance or protest by letter and his or her attendance by telephone 
shall not be required. (The owner or any person having an interest in the real 
property who protests in person or in writing at the hearing may file a written 
appeal of the special assessment with the Michigan Tax Tribunal within 35 days 
after the confirmation of the special assessment roll.)

ROBERT E. KRUG
FENTON TOWNSHIP CLERK
12060 MANTAWAUKA DRIVE
FENTON, MI  48430-8817

9-9-20 & 9-16-20
3 x 8.5 

DON’T FALL VICTIM TO PHONE 
SCAMS
Livingston County Sheriff Mike 
Murphy is warning everyone of a 
scam involving phone calls from 
people claiming to be with law 
enforcement. A “deputy” called an 
individual and told that individual 
that there was an arrest warrant for 
them and they would have to send 
money. Another individual reported 
a similar call to the sheriff’s office. 
Murphy reminds everyone never 
to give money, gift cards, Green 
dot, wire transfers, or any personal 
information over the phone. Murphy 
added, “We do not call saying 
you’ve got a warrant, we show up.”

COMPILED BY SHARON STONE

POLICE & FIRE

REPORT

Reminder: open burning prohibited 
in Fenton Township
 With the arrival of autumn, Fenton 
Township officials would like to take 
this opportunity to remind residents 
that open burning is illegal in Fenton 
Township. The only exceptions to the 
open burning ban are as follows:
• Owners of large agricultural 
properties, (10 acres or larger), 
may apply for a burning permit for 
the purpose of clearing agricultural 
land. The Fenton Township fire chief 
shall make the final determination 
regarding the issuance of any such 
burning permit.
• Small recreational fires or 
“campfires,” (no larger than 3- by 
3-feet wide and 3-feet high), for 
outdoor cooking are also allowed 
and do not require a permit.
 All other outdoor burning, 
including large recreational fires 
(bonfires) and the burning of leaves, 
is strictly prohibited. It is also 
important to note that it is illegal to 
burn leaves or grass clippings under 
any circumstances, even in an 
otherwise legal campfire.

NEWS

BRIEFS
COMPILED BY SHARON STONE

MACY’S
Continued from Page 5
 In district court, Palmer testified 
that he had asked the store employee 
a question about clothing. He said his 
brother, who was with him in the store, 

told him that the employee called him a 
racial slur, which upset Palmer.
 Angered, Palmer testified that he 
assaulted the employee. He said his 
brother later told him that the employee 
had not said anything.

HOT LINE CONTINUED

HOMICIDE
Continued from Front Page
 Bond was denied. Merrill’s 
next court date has been set for 
Sept. 14 at the 52-2 District Court.
 Merrill’s case goes back to 
Thursday, Sept. 3 at 5:52 p.m., when 
the Oakland County Operations 
Center received a 911 call from a 
caller, later identified as Merrill, 
who stated, “I just killed my girl-
friend” and then hung up the phone.
 The victim has been identified 
as Vicki Diane Fortin.
 Oakland County Undersheriff 
Mike McCabe said deputies re-
sponded to the scene in Springfield 
Township and found a 50-year-old 
man, Merrill, standing in the drive-
way outside the residence. Merrill 
told the responding deputy, “I shot 
her. I killed her.”
 Deputies entered the residence 
and found a 60-year-old female, 
later identified as Fortin, lying 
on the floor with no sign of life. 
She was believed to be the sus-
pect’s live-in girlfriend. Fortin 
had sustained multiple gunshot 
wounds. An ER doctor at McLar-
en Oakland Hospital in Pontiac 
pronounced her deceased.
 A .380 semi-automatic hand-
gun, which is believed to be the 
weapon used in the homicide, was 
found on a table in the basement. 
Merrill remains lodged at the 
Oakland County Jail.



MY GUESS IS very few people 
accepted the bald statement 
that a man died in an auto acci-
dent and COVID-19 was listed 
as the cause of death. You’re 
going to have to prove that one. 
It sounds like nonsense to me.



I SUPPORT FENTON’S res-
taurants doing outside dining. 
With the road closing, trying 
to turn left from northbound 
Adelaide onto Shiawassee is 
nearly impossible. It would be 
nice if Fenton police would 
direct traffic at that intersec-
tion during the shutdown.
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RIBBON
Continued from Page 3
 Welch left for the service right after 
high school and returned in August. 
He’s been looking for work and hang-
ing with his friends and family while 
he’s been back. 
 “They’re so happy for me to come 
back. I was so happy to come back, 
too,” he said. 
 Welch was able to come back about 
three times in that five years, and he 
would stay for around two weeks to a 
month. He was stationed in Japan for 
three years before being sent to San 
Diego. 
 “I wasn’t here when they did this,” he 
said, referring to the ribbon on the tree 
with his name on it. “I had seen pictures 
and I was like, ‘oh, I didn’t even know 
my name was on a ribbon.’ I found out 
when I was in the middle of deployment. 
As family came and took photos of it, I 
was more proud of it. My town put my 
name on a tree saying that I served in the 
military. I was proud of it.”
 Welch said he was “very excited” to 
take the ribbon off.
 Vaughn Leigl, 18, a graduate of 
Holly High School, left for basic train-
ing Tuesday, Sept. 8, which he’ll do at 
Fort Jackson in South Carolina. 
 “I’m ready to go,” he said on Satur-
day after his ribbon was put on the tree. 
 Leigl has known he’s wanted to join 
the Army since he was 4 years old. His 
father also served in the Army, which 
was one of his biggest inspirations for 

Approximately two dozen people attended the ceremony Saturday, Sept. 5, 
organized by Hometown Support for All on Active Duty. Photo: Hannah Ball

The tree is home to 40 ribbons cur-
rently, all with a name and branch of 
service of someone actively serving. 
Photo: Hannah Ball

enlisting. After 10 weeks of basic train-
ing, he’ll go to San Antonio, Texas, for 
training in cybersecurity. 
 “I love computers. I rip apart and 
build my computer almost every week. 
It’s fun,” he said. 
 After his ribbon was put up, he said, 
“It was cool. I hadn’t ever seen anything 
like this. I didn’t expect anything like 
this.”
 The Goldens, from the Holly Area 
Veterans Resource Center, started 
this program for active duty military 
members because they wanted to show 
that the community supports them. The 
organization sends care packages to ac-
tive duty members, and helps veterans 
by contacting Helmets to Hardhats, 
an organization that helps active duty 
and transitioning service members 
find work.
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Patricia A. McGarry, D.D.S.
Jason Schultz, D.D.S. 
Family Dentistry
810-735-9426   |  www.drmcgarry.com
200 Lindenwood Dr. |  Linden
Mon. Tues. Wed. 11am-7pm  |  Thurs. 8am-3pm  |   Sat. by appt only

Special
$85

Includes: Cleaning, Exam & 
complete set of X-rays  

($360 value)

New Patient 

Our office is 
dedicated to the health 

and safety of our patients, 
staff and their families.  We have 

implemented safety features, 
procedures and guidelines to 
protect all who enter through 
our doors from the spread 

of Covid19.

AKL
Continued from Front Page
 On Friday, Sept. 4, Newblatt sen-
tenced Akl to a minimum of 57 months 
up to 180 months, which is the statu-
tory maximum sentence. Akl also was 
sentenced to a mandatory two years for 
felony firearm.
 Akl was arrested the night of the 
shooting and with bond denied, has 
been in custody at the Genesee Valley 
Regional Center ever since.
 Since Akl has been in custody since 
the night of the shooting, or approxi-
mately three years and 
six months, he would 
be credited those days 
already served to go 
toward the two-year 
mandatory sentence 
for felony firearm.
 Circuit Court Judge 
David Newblatt told 
Akl that whatever 
number of days is 
left over beyond the 
two years would go 
toward his sentence in 
manslaughter.
 Russell and Robin Morris, Brady’s 
parents, attended the sentencing. Prior 
to hearing Akl’s sentence, Robin read 
a letter to Judge Newblatt. In her state-
ment, Robin said that Akl is a socio-
path who stole their son’s life. “Brady 
didn’t deserve to be murdered,” she 
said. “How do you accidentally shoot 
someone? It wasn’t an accident.”
 Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Jen 
Janetsky said that because there would 
be no trial, the Morris’ were unable to 
be heard and they were unable to hear 
directly from Akl on what happened 
the night of the shooting. “The family 
wants to know what happened,” she 
said. “They don’t understand. We ask 
for the highest possible sentence.”
 Akl’s defense attorney, Frank Manley, 
said, “My client is not a sociopath and 
murderer. He was a kid. They’re kids. 
We need to stay on facts. Brady wasn’t 
a saint.” Manley added that Brady lived 
at the Akls home for two months prior to 
the shooting and they were good friends. 
“They were kids doing things they 
shouldn’t be doing. There are no facts 
that he intended to kill his friend.”
 Akl also took the opportunity to 
speak during his sentencing. He said, 
“I haven’t lied about anything. … I 
also hurt my family and I’d like to 

apologize. I’m really sorry, your honor. 
I was being stupid. If I could switch 
places, I would.
 “I have to show others that this is not 
the way to be. I want to be a positive 
person. I have learned from my mis-
take. I wish I could turn time back.”
 Newblatt was assigned to this case 
in February and told the courtroom 
that he did not know Brady, however, 
he has read the many letters from 
Brady’s family and friends and saw 
a photo of Brady from when he was 
a small boy. He said he felt like he 

got to know Brady. He 
added that one letter he 
received from the Mor-
ris’ was signed, “from 
the heartbroken parents 
of Brady Morris.”
   The judge said the 
characteristics of Brady 
described by his family 
and friends that stood 
out to him included 
“funny, kind-hearted 
and goofy.”
 Newblatt said he felt 
the Akl family should 

have been aware of some of what was 
going on in their home.
   “What did the family know? What 
was going on? This was not an accident; 
it was more than an accident,” Newblatt 
said. “The most telling fact was the 
contact to the back of the head.” He 
added that if he were Brady’s family, 
he would think Akl was a cold-blooded 
murderer and sociopath. “I don’t blame 
them for feeling this,” he said.
 “But it’s not what I see. There’s no 
motive for Mr. Akl to do what he did. 
Mr. Akl invited Brady to live with his 
family. They were good friends. It 
makes no sense. I have to follow the 
evidence.”
 Newblatt compared Akl’s behavior 
to foolish bravado. “His behavior was 
dangerous. I don’t know why the family 
tolerated his behavior,” he said.
 To calculate Akl’s sentence, Newblatt 
said he took into account Akl’s age of 16 
at the time of the shooting, the remorse 
he exhibited from the police vehicle dash 
cam, and his maturing behavior at the 
juvenile detention center.          

Night of the shooting
 The Genesee County Sheriff’s depu-
ties and Fenton police responded to 
Akl’s home at 14170 Moffett Dr. on 

Lake Fenton in Fenton Township at ap-
proximately 11 p.m. on March 4, 2017 
in response to a 911 call regarding a 
male with a gunshot wound to the head.
 Akl was immediately taken into 
custody. A semi-automatic Glock pis-
tol was found on the front porch and 
secured by police.
 The two teens, who 
were reportedly friends, 
were alone on the first 
floor of the residence 
when the shooting oc-
curred. Other members 
of Akl’s family and one 
other guest were on the 
second and third floors.
 According to the au-
topsy report, it appears 
that Morris was shot from 
behind at point blank 
range on the top left side 
of his head.
 The initial 911 call, 
which was placed by Akl, 
and backseat police car 
footage was played dur-
ing pretrial motions in district court in 
spring of 2018. It featured a “hysteri-
cal” Akl begging for “suicide by cop,” 

and screaming at the 911 dispatcher, “I 
literally killed my friend.”

Akl responds at plea hearing
 During his plea hearing Aug. 13, 
Akl told the judge that Morris, who 
was living with the Akls, was “my 

best friend. I knew him 
from school.” He told 
the judge that he and 
Morris had been playing 
around with the gun. Akl 
also admitted to smok-
ing marijuana that night. 
They would take turns 
shooting. “I thought the 
gun was empty. I loved 
Brady. It went off and I 
realized it was loaded,” 
he said.
 One round had been in 
the chamber.
 “He was my best 
friend. It hurt me. It hurt 
my family,” he said.
 Despite having used 
guns in the past, Akl 

acknowledged that on the night of the 
fatal shooting he had not checked the 
chamber to see if it was empty.

‘‘ I have to 
show others 

that this is not 
the way to be. 
I want to be a 

positive person. 
I have learned 

from my 
mistake. I wish 

I could turn 
time back.’’Abdurrahman  
“Abdu” Ahmed Akl

‘‘ Brady didn’t 
deserve to be 

murdered. How do 
you accidentally 
shoot someone? 

It wasn’t an 
accident.’’Russell and Robin Morris

Brady’s parents
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run their store the night of the event. 
 They began to discuss holding the 
author series, when they invite local 
authors to speak at live events, but the 
Fenton Community and Cultural Cen-
ter is still closed. Hart said they might 
still take place virtually. 
 “There’s discussion regarding other 
events and activities,” he said. “It’s def-
initely a tough landscape right now.”
 The city and Southern Lakes Park 
and Recreation hosted Thursday 
Farmers Market throughout the sum-
mer, which Hart said have been going 
“very well.”
 “It was a great effort by the DDA and 
Southern Lakes. They did a great job. 
I think people appreciated the fact that 
we were able to keep that going this 
summer,” he said. 
 The last Farmers Market will be 
Thursday, Sept. 10. 
 When  i t 
c o m e s  t o 
H a l l o w e e n 
and trick-or-
treating, Hart 
said this takes 
place outside 
and it should 
be up to the 
discretion of 
parents if they 
want  the i r 
kids to par-
ticipate. The 
council does 
work with the police department to set 
a curfew for safety reasons. 
 The Fenton DDA and Fenton City 
Council have not discussed it yet. When 
it gets closer to the date, Hart said they 
will look for guidance from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention and 
the state of Michigan. 
 In Linden, Jeanine Sapelak, chair-
person of the Linden DDA, said Ladies 
Night Out has been postponed. 
 “At this time, the DDA has post-
poned the Linden Ladies Night Out,” 
she said. “We have discussed plans to 
possibly have this in the springtime. 
Discussions on this are still in prog-
ress.”
 They have not discussed plans for 
fall activities yet. The Linden DDA 
is in communication with the Fenton 
and Linden Regional Chamber of 
Commerce on a reopening campaign, 
Sapelak said. She’s on this committee 
discussing ways to safely reopen.

9-9-20
3 x 9 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF FENTON
GENESEE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

Notice of Public Hearing on the 2020 Special Assessment Roll for the 
Fenton Township Fire Protection Special Assessment District

To the residents and property owners of Fenton Township, Genesee 
County, Michigan, the owners of land within the Fenton Township Fire 
Protection Special Assessment District and any other interested persons:

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that that supervisor and assessing officer of the 
township has reported to the township board and filed in the office of the 
Township Clerk for public examination a special assessment roll prepared by 
her covering all properties within the Fenton Township Fire Protection Special 
Assessment District. Said assessment roll has been prepared for the purpose of 
raising money by special assessment for furnishing fire protection, emergency 
and medical services, purchasing and housing equipment, and for the 
operation of same within the aforesaid assessment district, which assessment 
for 2020 is in the total approximate amount of $528,320.00.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the assessing officer has further 
reported that the assessment against each parcel of land within said district is 
such relative portion of the whole sum levied against all parcels of land in said 
district as the benefit to such parcels bears to the total benefit to all parcels of 
land in said district.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the township board will meet held 
by telephone conference call, (Phone Number: (844) 855-4444, Access code: 
323110#), on Monday September 21, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. for the purpose of 
reviewing said special assessment roll and hearing any objections thereto. 
Said roll may be examined at the office of the Township Clerk during regular 
business hours of regular business days until the time of said hearing and may 
further be examined on the Township’s website at www.fentontownship.org. 
Appearance and protest at the hearing held to confirm the special assessment 
roll is required in order to appeal the amount of the special assessment to the 
Michigan Tax Tribunal. An owner, or party in interest, or his or her agent may 
appear in person at the hearing to protest the special assessment, or shall be 
permitted to file his or her appearance or protest by letter and his or her personal 
appearance shall not be required. Written protests should be submitted in 
advance of the public hearing if possible.  [The owner or any person having an 
interest in the real property who protests in person or in writing at the hearing 
may file a written appeal of the special assessment with the state tax tribunal 
within 35 days after the confirmation of the special assessment roll.]

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the township board of the Charter 
Township of Fenton shall, at the second (or final) regular township board 
meeting held in the month of September in each year, make a redetermination 
of the amount of the fire protection special assessment levy for the ensuing 
year without further notice, (except for compliance with the Michigan Open 
Meetings Act).

ROBERT E. KRUG
FENTON TOWNSHIP CLERK
12060 MANTAWAUKA DRIVE
FENTON, MI  48430-8817
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United Way of Genesee 
County receives grant from 
the Community Foundation of 
Greater Flint for ‘Courageous 
Conversations on Race, 
Racism, and Radical Change’
The Community Foundation of 
Greater Flint awarded $8,000 
to the United Way of Genesee 
County, on behalf of Community 
Roots, for the “Courageous 
Conversations on Race, 
Racism, and Radical Change” 
project. The grant will allow 
Community Roots to facilitate 
four community conversations 
that aim to engage residents 
of Flint and Genesee County in 
a constructive dialogue on the 
negative impacts of race, and 
racism on public health and 
overall quality of life. The five-
step process begins with, “The 
Vent,” which is scheduled for the 
following:
• Wednesday, Sept. 9, 9:30 
to 11:30 a.m., via Zoom Video 
Conference
• Thursday, Sept. 10, 4 to 6 
p.m., at Logan Park (corner 
of Barbara Drive and Allison 
Street, Flint)
• Wednesday, Sept.16, 5 
to 7 p.m., at Dewey Park (N, 
Saginaw and Damon streets)
• Monday, Sept. 21, 5 to 7 
p.m., at Whaley Park (Dort 
Hwy. and Franklin Avenue)
 Community Roots is a 
community development 
entity designed to catalyze 
and promote community 
change. Community Roots 
proprietors are longtime 
residents of Flint and Genesee 
County who are committed 
to authentic engagement and 
measureable change. For more 
information on the Courageous 
Conversations on Race, 
Racism, and Radical Change, 
contact Willie Smith, Jr. by 
telephone at (810) 221-3722 or 
via email at wsmithjr1@yahoo.
com.

LADIES
Continued from Front Page
has the event planned for Friday, Oct. 9, 
according to the Facebook event page. 

Hart said people will be walking 
around outside, and it will be up to 
the individual businesses whether they 
want to participate and how they would 

‘‘ We have 
discussed 
plans to 

possibly have 
this in the 

springtime.’’Jeanine Sapelak
Linden Downtown 

Development Authority 
chairperson



Who will take us 
MH E?O

13575 Fenton Rd • Fenton
www.adoptapetfenton.com

810-629-0723

Hours by Appointment Only

SPONSORED BY:SPONSORED BY:

FlashWalrus
would love another feline 

companion in his new home.  

 

Flash is 8 years old. He loves 
everyone and would enjoy a laid 
back home. He would love to be 
adopted with his best friend Cody,

but it is not necessary. 

Wag & Purr Pet Boarding
11650 Stallion Lane • Holly

248-459-1200 • wagandpurrpetboarding.com

ALL TYPES OF FENCING!
Residential • Commercial

810-735-7967
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Fenton fall teams dominate top three spots in Tri-County Top 16

Fenton cross country teams open season against Grand Blanc
  The Fenton varsity cross country pro-
gram began its season with a dual meet 
against the Grand Blanc Bobcats last week.
 The varsity boys team defeated Grand 
Blanc by an 18-37 score while the varsity 
girls team lost by a 19-39 score.

 The varsity boys cross country team 
earned five of the six top positions at the 
dual meet. Thirty-one Fenton boys finished 
the 3.1-mile race.
 Senior Samuel Cox won the race with 
a time of 17:30.0, beating second-place 

junior teammate Michael Crane (17:46.7) 
by nearly 17 seconds. Grand Blanc’s 
Drew Balow (17:52.3) finished third but 
the next three runners were Tigers. They 
were junior Josh Maier (18:21.9) in fourth, 
Nathan Katic in fifth (18:33.3) and Aidan 

Brzezinski in seventh (19:04.7). Noah 
Sage placed 12th (19:46.7) while Luke 
Defina placed 13th (19:58.7).
 The Fenton girls had 15 runners finish 
the race. 

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

By David Troppens
 Usually when the sports staff 
reveals our top 16 polls for each 
school year, we take our time 
presenting a handful of teams 
each edition.
 We do this for a couple of rea-
sons. First off, it allows us to give 
each team a little more press when 
broken up into three or four sto-
ries over the course of a month. 
Second, it creates some sus-
pense. There are other reasons, 
but these are the two biggies.
 For the 2019-20 school year, 
we’ve taken this theory to a su-
per extreme, letting the list ex-
tend into September. With the 
COVID-19 epidemic, it allowed 
us to make sure we had positive 
local content in the paper at a time 
when there wasn’t a great deal of 
positive stories happening.
 But by doing it this way, the 

sports staff realizes we still have 
our top three teams to reveal in 
our 2019-20 Tri-County Top 
16 Sports Team Poll. So with 
this being our last pretty decent 
break in the prep sports season 
coming up for awhile (yes, fall 
prep sports are back), we figured 
we better get this poll done in 
this edition.
 No. 3 - Fenton varsity girls 
swimming and diving team: 
The Fenton girls have been in 
all but one of our top 16 polls 
during the 12 years we’ve been 
presenting the list. 
 Here’s the amazing part, the 
girls weren’t only No. 3 in our 
end-of-the-school-year-poll but 
the Tigers were the third-ranked 
team in the 2019 fall top 12 list. 
That tells everyone how strong 
the fall sports season tradition-
ally is in the tri-county area.

The Fenton varsity boys soccer team finished No. 1 in our 2019-20 Tri-County Top 16 Poll after 
advancing to the D2 state semifinal contest in the fall of 2019.
 The Fenton girls have always 
been a strong team within the tri-
county area, but they improved 
upon the squad’s state standards 
last fall. The Tigers dominated 
the Flint Metro League season 
with a 6-0 mark and crushed the 

rest of the league in the league 
meet by scoring 688 points, al-
most 300 points ahead of sec-
ond-place Owosso (395). The 
Tigers also won a key dual meet 
against Grand Blanc during the 
regular season.

 The squad had a strong show-
ing at the state meet as well. 
Gracie Olsen won state cham-
pionships in the 200-yard free-
style and the 100-yard butterfly 
while placing 11th overall in the

See TOP 16 on 12
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1984 Detroit Tigers finish off 
Blue Jays one final time in August

Blue Devils compete in second XC meet 
of season; Boys win three-team event
 The Lake Fenton varsity cross country 
program competed in its second meet of 
the season with the Lake Fenton boys 
winning and the Lake Fenton girls plac-
ing second.
 The Lake Fenton boys scored 26 points 
while Clio finished in second place with 
32 points. Carman-Ainsworth was third 
with 78 points.
 The Blue Devils had four of the top 
seven runners in the event, including the 
top two. Senior Joseph Gilbert won with 
a time of 17:18.09, while Kevin Lewis 

was second in 17:28.05.
 The rest of the Blue Devils’ scoring 
five were Nolan Pinion in fifth (18:49.61), 
Matt Fletcher in seventh (19:28.32) and 
Nick Learman in 11th (19:59.19). The 
Blue Devils had seven runners within 
the top 13. The other two in the top seven 
were Jamison Chenett in 12th (20:41.10) 
and Nathan Niestroy in 13th (21:07.25).
 The Lake Fenton girls scored 28 points, 
just one less than first-place Clio. Car-
man-Ainsworth was third with 81 points.

 CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

TOP 16
Continued from Page 11
team standings. The girls should remain 
a team to watch out for this fall as well.
 No. 2 - Fenton girls golf team: Dur-
ing the 2018-19 school year, the Fen-
ton varsity girls golf team was our No. 
1 squad in our poll. The Tigers made 
a great chase to defend their title last 
school year.
 The strange thing about our No. 2 
team is that the Tigers didn’t win the 
Flint Metro League championship, 
something most would automatically 
assume would be the case for the No. 2 
squad in our poll. The Tigers dominated 
the dual season of the Metro year, going 
9-0, but lost to Goodrich by six strokes 
at the league meet, earning the Martians 
the overall title.
 But the Tigers didn’t let that bother 
them. Led by Brook Herbstreit, the Ti-
gers had a strong postseason. Fenton 
qualified for the state meet by placing 
third in a strong regional meet with a 
team score of 362. Once at the D2 state 
meet, the Tigers finished in a tie for fifth 
at the two-day, 36-hole tournament with 
a score of 375-357-732. Meanwhile, 
Herbstreit placed in a tie for sixth indi-
vidually with a score of 82-80-162.

 No. 1 - Fenton boys soccer team: 
The Tigers don’t have a great history 
of finishing very high on our list. In 
fact, this is only the fourth time in the 
12 years we’ve had our top 16 poll, 
and have finished in the top 10 only 
once. But that changed in 2019. The 
Tigers had an outstanding regular sea-
son, finishing in a three-way tie with 
Linden and Goodrich for the Flint 
Metro League championship.
 Once the postseason started, the Ti-
gers became an even stronger squad. 
The Tigers won a district title by beat-
ing Owosso 5-0 and then by beating 
the Linden Eagles 2-1 in a thrilling 
shootout in the district title. In region-
al action, the Tigers hosted the tourna-
ment and beat Madison Heights Lam-
phere 7-3 in the semifinal and then 
defeated Detroit Country Day 2-1 in 
the title match, earning a trip to the D2 
state semifinal contest. While there, 
the Tigers faced Melvindale and were 
tied 1-1 at the end of regulation during 
a game played in the rain. However, 
Melvindale scored three goals in over-
time, ending the Tigers’ season one 
game short of the state title contest. 
The Tigers finished the season with a 
16-6-1 overall record.

 The magic number. It’s what all Major 
League Baseball fans hope they can start 
charting for their favorite team when the 
calendar hits September.
 The number represents the amount 
of wins by the first-place squad and  the 
number of losses by the second-place 
team it will take for the first-place team 
to win the pennant. When talks of magic 
numbers start in early September, that 
pretty much means a divisional champi-
onship is darn near inevitable.
 And on September 7, 1984 the Ti-
gers held a record of 89-51 and held a 
magic number of 15 as they headed to 
second-place Toronto for a three-game 
road series. With 22 games remaining, 
Detroit held a firm grasp on the Ameri-
can League East Division race. If To-
ronto had any chance of still challeng-
ing the Tigers for the AL East Division 
title, the Blue Jays were going to have 
to sweep Detroit in all three games at 
Toronto’s home ballpark.
 The first game of the weekend series 
featured 37,420 Toronto fans cheering for 
the home squad. Early on, it was working. 
Toronto scored two runs in the bottom of 
the third and two more runs in the bot-
tom of the fourth to take a 4-0 lead. The 
Tigers were struggling mightily against 
future Detroit Tiger Doyle Alexander. 
But the Tigers’ fortunes changed in the 
top of the eighth inning. During that in-
ning, Dave Bergman doubled and an out 
later, Lou Whitaker walked. An out later, 
it looked like the inning may end without 
a Tiger run, but Kirk Gibson responded 

with a three-run home run, cutting Toron-
to’s lead to just 4-3. Lance Parrish drew a 
walk after the home run and Jimmy Key 
relieved for Alexander. Pinch hitter Bar-
baro Garbey singled and Larry Herndon 
walked to load the bases. Chet Lemon 
then drew a bases loaded walk, tying the 
contest at 4-all. 
 By this time, Willie Hernandez was 
pitching for the Tigers, and he was mas-
terful, allowing just one hit over three 
innings. Finally, in the top of the 10th, 
Bergman came up with his second huge 
home run against the Blue Jays during 
the 1984 season. Bergman hit a three-
run home run, setting up the Tigers’ 7-4 
10-inning victory. The Tigers’ lead was 
now 9 1/2 games with two contests left 
in the series.
 “I wouldn’t say it to the writers after 
the game, but this one won it for us,” De-
troit Tigers’ manager Sparky Anderson 
said in his book about the 1984 season, 
‘Bless You Boys.’ “This one put the nail 
in the coffin. It was the biggest game of 
the year for us. We did what we had to do 
— we stopped them in their home park. 
In my 15 years in the big leagues, this 
game ranks in my top 10.”
 The Blue Jays were pretty disheart-
ened by the loss and ended up losing 
the next two games. The Saturday game 
ended up being a 10-4 Tigers’ win with 
Johnny Grubb hitting two solo home runs 
and Darrell Evans hitting another. Alan 
Trammell had three hits and drove in 
three runs.

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM
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We thank those who are certain of their 
mission during these uncertain times
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Classifieds
REAL ESTATE | GARAGE SALES | JOB OPENINGS
SERVICE DIRECTORY | PUZZLES | OBITUARIES

CLASSIFIED DEPARTMENT: 810-433-6787

DEADLINES: SUNDAY PAPER: Display Ads: Wednesday 3 p.m. • Line Ads: Noon Thursday • WEDNESDAY PAPER: Display Ads: Monday 3 p.m. • Line Ads: Noon Tuesday

Who will take me
MH E?O

13575 Fenton Rd. • Fenton
www.adoptapetfenton.com

810-629-0723

CaribouCaribou
is a laid back 5-month-old girl.  

SPONSORED BY:

612 W. Broad St., Linden • 810-735-9481
1437 N. Leroy St., Fenton • 810-750-0551

Service Directory

All Types of 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Mike Shuert
810-964-9559

Matt Shuert
810-964-9511

Office: 810-428-8998

GIVE US A CALL, 
WE DO IT ALL!

FLOORINGFENCINGBUILDING HANDYMAN

New & Old Floors
Installation

Sanding | Refinishing

Charles H. Hamilton

810-333-5272
20 Years Experience
Licensed | Insured

B.H.I.

810.423.5813
MIROOFINGEXPERTS.COM

 FULL SERVICE ROOFING
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

FOR OVER 60 YEARS!

ROOFING SAVINGS
GOING ON NOW!
Windows • Doors • Siding
Gutters & Downspouts

Porches & Decks
Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

Res./Com. • Lic./Ins.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

PAINTING POWERWASHING

LAURICELLA LAURICELLA 
PAINTINGPAINTING

•All Size Jobs
•Call Back Guarantee
•25 Years Experience

Yes, Yes, 
we can do that!we can do that!

FULL SERVICE PAINTING

248-210-8392248-210-8392
Based in Fenton

lauricellapaintinginc@yahoo.com

DECK REPAIR
STAINING & PAINTING

 GUTTER GUARDS
HOT WATER

POWERWASHING

ROOF CLEANING 
& COATINGS

HANDYMAN & CARPENTRY 
ALL PAINTING

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

810-813-9913
7SPIRITSOFGOD7@GMAIL.COM

Residential • Restaurants
Businesses

810-735-7967

All types of fencing!

Garage Sales
Private Party Only

YARD SALE
GARAGE SALE
MOVING SALE
ESTATE SALE

SUB SALE

HELP 
WANTED TO 

A VICTIM 
from Farmer’s 

Insurance and a 
drunken driver. 

Please call 
Amy at 

313-408-4606.

www.stoneycreekequip.com

Stoney Creek Inc.
Grant, Michigan

800-448-3873

Pond Supplies
Live gamefish for stocking. 

Large selection 
of lake, pond and 

watergarden supplies.

FREE CATALOG!

Misc. For Sale

FENTONFENTONFENTON

PINNACLE 
SHORES SUB 

GARAGE SALE! 
Owen Road and 

Lake Forest Drive. 
Friday, September 
11th, 9am-7pm 
and Saturday, 

September 12th, 
9am-2pm.

FENTON

MULTI 
FAMILY SALE! 
FENTON - MULTI 

FAMILY Sale! Septem-
ber 10-12, 9-4pm. 

Antiques, household, 
misc. items. 308 E. 
South holly Road, 

corner of S. Holly and 
East St.

ONCE IN A LIFETIME
Moving/Estate Sale on 
Lake Shannon, 8048 

Driftwood Drive, Fenton. 
No words can describe the 
beauty of this home and 
the treasures to be sold! 

Home, basement & garage 
full! September 12-13, 
9-4pm. No early sales. 

Please see complete ad 
on www.Estatesales.net

Job
Openings

Help Wanted

To advertise your
JOB OPENING
call 810-629-8282

Pre-Payment is 
required for all 

private party ads

Visa & Mastercard accepted

For Classifieds Call
810-433-6787

ESTATE SALE
2281 Crane Road. 

Grandfather clock, candle 
holders, dolls, teddy 

bears, crystal, angels, 
Nativity sets, Santa's, 

Christmas decorations, 
tools, book, board games, 
Dept. 56 Christmas village 
pieces, many collectibles 
& figurines, much more! 
September 11-13 & 18-

20 from 10-5pm.
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CALL LORNE
810-577-8591

SPECIALIZING IN

POLE BARN CONSTRUCTION,  
ROOFING & SIDING  

GUTTER CLEANING 
& ROOF INSPECTION

REASONABLE PRICES

FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED & INSURED

OVER 20 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

INQUIRE ABOUT A  
LIFETIME ROOFING WARRANTY
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KING
FEATURES Midweek Crossword

©2020 King Features Synd., Inc. • Answers in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

FUN BY THE NUMBERS 
Place a number in the 

empty boxes in such a way that 
each row across, each column 

down and each small 9-box 
square contains all of the 

numbers from one to nine.

DORTONLINE.ORG 
800.521.3796

SUDOKU PUZZLE 
SPONSORED BY

Midweek Sudoku

©2020 King Features Synd., Inc. by Linda Thistle • Answers in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

Midweek Jumble

Answers in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

FREE ESTIMATES
INSURED

810-730-7262
810-629-9215

JUMBLE PUZZLE 
SPONSORED BY

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four 
Jumbles, one letter to 
each square, to form 
four ordinary words.

STUMP
GRINDINGDS&

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
Remember to be careful what 
you say about others, Aries. If 
you’re talking about someone 
who isn’t in the vicinity, act as if 
he or she is there so you always 
remain respectful.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
You might need some time alone 
this week to get yourself centered, 
Taurus. This is especially true if you 
have been running yourself ragged 
and are feeling stressed out.

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, do not try to fit into 
some mold that doesn’t repre-
sent who you truly are. There’s 
only one person you need to 
please, and that is yourself.

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
Issues around you may be a 
bit heavy, Cancer. Your role is 
to lighten up the situation with 
humor and amusement. Your 
powers of adaptability will be put 
to the test.

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, if one door will not open 
for you, don’t force it. Simply try 
another door. Accept that some 
things are not meant to be and it 
is time to move on.

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, your approach to things 
may get some push back from 
others. Don’t let that stop you 
from being independent and 
forging your own path.

LIBRA

Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, the old ways of doing 
things may butt heads with the 
new, leaving you scratching your 
head. Go with your gut instinct 
on this situation this week.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Unexpected events can shuffle 
things when you least expect it, 
Scorpio. Don’t be discouraged; 
learn how to go with the flow and 
you can come out on top.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23/Dec 21

Sagittarius, your confidence may 
wane a bit this week. All you 
need is a pep talk from someone 
to get you out of a funk. Listen to 
what this person has to say.

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
Aiming for the latest and greatest 
may not be the best idea, Capri-
corn. Material possessions bring 
you entertainment, but strive for 
other, more grounding goals.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
Make sure you are nourishing 

your whole self in the days to 

come, Aquarius. This means 

being in tune with physical and 

mental well-being.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20

A nervous restlessness may urge 

you to act this week, Pisces. You 

could be excited about some-

thing that you just can’t pinpoint 

right now.

Horoscopes For the week of 
September 7, 2020
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