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Locked in
until April 13
n Trained staff at Vicinia
Gardens moves in to care for
residents during pandemic

n Linden Community Schools
takes action to prevent
gatherings, moves vote

By Sharon Stone

By Hannah Ball

See BOND PROPOSAL on 5
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Linden school
bond proposal
moved to August

At its March 18 meeting, the
Linden Board of Education decided to move the vote on the
$55-million bond proposal from
the May 5 election to the Aug.
4 election due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Superintendent Russ Ciesielski
sent out a press release stating,
“The coronavirus pandemic is
impacting everyone and forcing all
residents, families, businesses, and
our school district to make some
tough decisions.”
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer ordered
schools to close through April 6.
They were asked by the Michigan
Secretary of State to move the
May 5 bond proposal to August or
November to help slow the spread
of the virus by avoiding public
gatherings.
“The Secretary of State’s request
was not a mandate. However, if we
opted to keep the bond proposal on

$

Staff and residents of Vicinia Gardens Assisted Living in Fenton Township gather around
a window for a photo on Tuesday, March 31. On March 24, the healthy staff quarantined
on-site 24/7 when the stay-at-home order was given. As of today they plan to stay with
their residents until April 13. Staff members visible here include Brianna Svoboda, Devin
Ellison, Heather Sessink, Penny Herrick and Catrina Kraus. Photo: Tim Jagielo

n There are no approved vaccines, drugs, test kits or
products available online to treat or prevent the virus
We’ve seen a lot of things go away
for awhile during this coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. But one thing that
remains in full force is the scammers,
the people who would try to profit from
our fears by offering non-existent goods
and promises.
Before going any further, read this:

n Part of municipalities’ continued
response to COVID-19

DO NOT GIVE OUT PERSONAL
OR FINANCIAL INFORMATION
OVER THE PHONE OR EMAIL
(INTERNET).
Here are some tips to help you
keep the scammers away:
Hang up on robocalls. Don’t press
any numbers. Scammers are using
See SCAMS on 7

‘‘

I love this
country. It was so
emotional watching the U.S. Navy
ship, Comfort,
pulling in to port
in New York City. What a
show of support. We’ve got
this. Go USA.”

See LOCKED IN on 6

Fenton City playground
equipment off limits

Avoid coronavirus scams
Compiled By Vera Hogan

Several employees at Vicinia
Gardens in Fenton Township have
decided to hunker down with the
residents they care for until April 13.
They packed their bags and moved
into the three separate buildings at
the facility, which includes Vicinia
Gardens’ assisted living, intermediate and the memory care buildings.
Catrina Kraus, resident director,
said she and the other trained staff
decided last week to quarantine with

‘‘

By Sharon Stone

As part of the city of Fenton’s continued
response to the COVID-19 coronavirus,
the city has decided to close access to all
of the city parks’ playground equipment.
The health and safety of all the residents
is of primary concern, said City Manager
Lynn Markland.

Thank you
to the state
police for delivering Meals
on Wheels,
Friday, March
27 to Millpond Manor in
Fenton.”

See PLAYGROUND on 5

‘‘

I see you
Fenton, out
there walking,
skating, biking
and keeping
your social
distance. Good job.”
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More than 1,000
meals provided daily
n Free meals program
part of Holly Area
Schools’ dedication to
serving community
Compiled by Sharon Stone

Holly Area Schools is providing
en grocery store workers food service
an average 1,200 free meals daily to
families in need across the Broncho
during the continuing
aners firefighters nurses doctors community
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
The district’s dedication to providing
paramedics truck drivers cleanersfree
breakfast and lunch to local families
in trying times is what Broncho Pride is
about.
care respiratory therapists deliveryall“It’s
critical that no Broncho goes
hungry during this challenging time,
Holly Area Schools is dedicated
workers restaurant staff reportersand
to ensuring every member of our community has access to healthy, nutritious
iers nurses doctors law enforcement
meals,” said Scott Roper, superintendent.
“Our food distribution program is what
Pride is all about, and is part of
edics We thank those who funera Broncho
media
our
commitment to a culture of kindness,
compassion and respect before, during
after school — especially in times
tation are certain of their media and
of crisis.”
Meals are available
lergy mission during these administr
for all students age 18
and under and those
with special needs age
grocery uncertain times store workers
26 and under, regardless
if they attend Holly Area
Schools.
food service nurses doctors firefighters
Times and locations
for meal pick-up have
paramedics truck drivers cleanersbeen adjusted to comply with Gov. Gretchen
“Stay Home,
re respiratory therapists delivery Whitmer’s
Stay Safe” executive order.
Free meals are available for pick-up
Wednesdays and Fridays,
workers restaurant staff reportersMondays,
with two days of meals on Mondays and
and three days of meals on
police
medicalWednesdays
Fridays. The adjusted program will run
at least through April 3 at these locations:
ws reporter
media sanitation
• Groveland Manor (driveway by
pool), 13318 Dixie Hwy, Holly, 11manufacturing workers laboratory11:40 a.m.
• Holly Elementary, 801 E. Maple St.,
gig workers office support administr
Holly, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

• Holly Hills Manufactured Home
Community (parking lot by clubhouse), 16181 Lancaster Way, Holly,
12:20-1 p.m.
• Meadow Lake Mobile Home
Park (parking lot by clubhouse),
3951 Bentwood Circle, White Lake
Charter Township, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Oakhill Estate (parking lot by clubhouse), 16971 Sleepy Hollow Blvd.,
Holly, 11:40 a.m. to 12:20 p.m.
• Springrove (front entrance), 10771
Dixie Hwy, Springfield Township,
12:20-1 p.m.
• Village of Holly (bus stop behind
Holly Foods), 15191 N. Holly Road,
Holly, 11-11:40 a.m.
• Hawaiian Gardens, 4261 Grange
Hall Road, Holly, 11:40 a.m. to
12:20 p.m.
Meals include healthy, nutritious
food options for breakfast and lunch,
including fruit, vegetables and milk.
Families are provided bags containing breakfast and
lunch, and Friday’s
bag also includes
breakfast and lunch
for the weekend.
Children do not
need to be present
for a parent to pick
up meals. For more
information, call
Joanne Schebil, director of dining, at
(248) 328-3033 or
Steve Lenar, assistant superintendent
of administrative services, at (248)
328-3151.
“I want to personally thank our
dedicated food service staff for
feeding families in need across our
Broncho community while caring for
their own families at home during this
continuing crisis,” Roper said. “They
truly embody the Broncho difference
and demonstrate to our students the
importance of giving back to their
community, regardless of the circumstances.”
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BarryWilloughbyofFenton
Township walks Wrigley
through downtown
Fenton Friday, March 27.
Photo: Tim Jagielo

Protecting our mental health
n New York psychologist shares
helpful tips to get through
isolation, fear of pandemic
Compiled by Sharon Stone

An extensive list of tips to help all
of us to cope with the fear and isolation of the COVID-19 coronavirus
pandemic is circulating social media.
The article, “Mental Health Wellness

Tips for Quarantine” was written by
Eileen Feliciano, a New York State
psychologist.
Feliciano admits she cannot control
a lot of what is going on right now, but
she can contribute this. Below is an
excerpt of the psychologist’s article.
1. Stick to a routine.
2. Dress for the social life you want,
not the social life you have.
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3. Get out at least once a day, for at
least 30 minutes.
4. Find some time to move each day,
again daily for at least 30 minutes.
5. Reach out to others, you guessed
it, at least once daily for 30 minutes.
6. Stay hydrated and eat well.
7. Develop a self-care toolkit.
8. Spend extra time playing with
children.
9. Give everyone the benefit of the
doubt, and a wide berth.
10. Everyone find their own retreat
space.
11. Expect behavioral issues in children, and respond gently.
12. Focus on safety and attachment.
13. Lower expectations and practice
radical self-acceptance.
14. Limit social media and COVID
conversation, especially around children.
15. Notice the good in the world, the
helpers.
16. Help others.
17. Find something you can control,
and control the heck out of it.
18. Find a long-term project to dive into.
19. Engage in repetitive movements
and left-right movements.
20. Find an expressive art and go
for it.
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See MENTAL HEALTH on 7
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All facilities are handicapped accessible.
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Sharin’ the spotlight Gratitude for those deemed essential
at a local assisted living facility rus, every time they respond to a
in Fenton Township. My hat goes 911 medical call.
My family has followed all of
off to her and her co-workers. She
hey’re likely to be scared,
explained that as a group, seven the new rules regarding the virus
tired, weary, stressed and
employees decided to put their own and my husband and I are both part
sad. Who am I referring to?
lives on hold and move into the of “essential” businesses. While
Workers deemed essential
facility to stay around-the-clock working from home, I miss seeduring this COVID-19 pandemic.
with the patients they are ing my co-workers. I also miss my
At the top of this list are
caring for until April 13. grown kids, grandson and all of my
health care and public
That, to me, is an incred- friends who are also abiding by the
health workers. Running
ible commitment, not to new rules.
a close second are men
just their employer, but
There are so many other men
and woman in law ento their patients who are and woman who to be thankful for,
forcement, public safety
temporarily prohibited as well.
and first responders.
from having visits from
These men and woman
One thing I am learning through
loved ones.
are my heroes. I know
all of this is how important my famOur first responders are ily and friends are.
many in law enforcement
Sharon Stone
also in the forefront of
and the fire departments
Sharon Stone is the editor of the ri-CounT
caring for residents who ty Times. To contact her, email her at sstone@
since I’ve been covering
police and fire stories for 16 years could be exposed to the coronavi- tctimes.com or call her at (810) 433-6786.
for the Times. They are at a high risk
of exposure to the highly contagious
virus. I also know many nurses and
doctors in the area. I am keeping all
PROFESSIONAL • AFFORDABLE • QUICK
of them in my thoughts and prayers.
The level of anxiety they must
• Individual & Business Taxes
BRING IN THIS AD FOR
feel as they drive in to work each
• Electronic Filing
day could paralyze the faint at heart.
• Affordable Rates
They’ve always taken precautions
• New Business Start-Ups
YOUR TAX PREP FEES
to stay healthy in a germ-filled envi- New Clients Only- Coupon good through 4/15/20
• Certified QuickBooks Pro Advisor
ronment but now, those precautions
ASK ABOUT
are at an extreme right now. We need
FIRST
to keep these health care workers
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm • Sat. 10am-3pm • evenings by appointment
RESPONDER
healthy. There is no other option.
10441 Denton Hill • Fenton • 810-714-3711
DISCOUNTS
I spoke with a resident director
By Editor Sharon Stone

T

Many Happy Returns…

30 OFF

$

COOK ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.

Compiled Tim Jagielo, media editor

|

Submit Hot lines online at myfenton.com
or text to 810-771-8398
All submissions, if approved for publication, must be
50 words or less and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the Tri-County Times. We reserve the right
to edit for clarity, length and liability.

SHELTER IN PLACE does not
mean take your entire family to the
store with you. Keep your kids at
home.


THANK YOU TO Drs. Mesh office
for caring for my husband’s dental
emergency. During this crisis, they
were all wonderful.


TO THE PERSON who threw their
blue rubber gloves in the Holly
Foods parking lot Thursday. I wish I
could have caught you.


WENT TO A fast food drive thru.
The employee was wearing gloves.
She handled my money, drink
and bag, and the same for the
person ahead of me and behind
me without changing them. Staying
home from now on.


WE LIVE ON McCaslin Lake Road,
which is not a dumping ground.
Please keep all your trash in your
cars until you get to a garbage can.
Please and thank you.


WHAT PART OF the ‘don’t gather’
don’t you people understand?
I’ve seen comments on the Next
Door app about parties, hot tub
gatherings, and poker parties in
Fenton. Stop. If you’re bored, too
bad. This virus isn’t to be taken
lightly.

Question asked to Tri-County Times Facebook followers

When restrictions are lifted, what’s the first thing you want to do or who do you want to see?

“I’m going to see all of my
friends! I promise to never
turn down an invite ever
again!”
Anna LeBlanc
Linden

“I want to take my children
and grandson to the Detroit
Zoo!”

Elizabeth Bale
Gaines

“We’re going to visit my family in Frederic, Michigan. My
fiancé is a family practice
doctor so we haven’t been in
contact with them since he is
still working.”
Dawn Sulkowski
Fenton

“I cannot wait to see my
parents! They traveled to
Florida and are home safe
with zero symptoms … missing my dad’s 62nd birthday!”
Kelly Jobe
Fenton

street talk

“Would love to see and hold
our great nephew, who was
just born about three weeks
ago. Also, just getting together with other family members and friends. For now we
just patiently wait.”
Kelly Miller, Argentine Twp.

myfenton.com

BOND PROPOSAL
Continued from Front Page

the May 5th ballot, Linden Community
Schools residents would be restricted
to voting by Absentee Ballot only,” according to the statement. “Postponing
the May election was a decision that
was difficult as we feel the bond projects identified will have an immediate
positive impact on our students, staff,
and community.”
Ciesielski said this will be beneficial
by slowing the spread of the coronavirus
and having more time and opportunities
to spread information about the bond.
“Linden Community Schools has
always been committed to the students,
staff, and community of the Linden Community Schools district. Our commitment will continue! Working together has
always made us stronger, and I believe
this situation is no different,” according
to the statement.
The bond
The $55-million bond proposal is a
1-mill increase on the approximate 3.9
existing mills already paid by those in
the school district, totaling 4.8 mills.
The money would go toward upgrades
in every school building for security,
technology, STEM (science, technology, engineering, math) classrooms, and
instructional development.
It would also go toward a new multipurpose building that would be constructed between Linden High School
and Linden Middle School. It would
serve as a hub for gymnastics, team
rooms for games, a wrestling room, an
area for robotics programs, court space,
a walking track and more.
For more information, go to lindenschools.org.

Linden Community Schools
Superintendent Russ Ciesielski
announced that the district’s bond
proposal would be on the Aug. 4 election
ballot, rather than the May 5 ballot due to
the coronavirus pandemic. Times file photo
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April 1 is ‘Take
a Break and Be
Counted’ day
n Michigan governor
encourages residents
to take 10 minutes to
complete 2020 Census
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer is declaring today, Wednesday, April
1, “Take a Break and Be Counted”
Day in Michigan to help promote
awareness of the critical importance of completing the 2020
Census and support the state’s,
“Be Counted” campaign’s goal of
82 percent participation statewide.
Whitmer’s call for Michiganders to complete their census
form on April 1 coincides with
National Census Day. The appeal also comes as millions of
Michiganders are staying home
to comply with her “Stay Home,
Stay Safe” executive order to
help mitigate the spread of the
continuing novel coronavirus
(COVID-19).

PLAYGROUND

Continued from Front Page

“It has been reported that the
COVID-19 coronavirus can stay on
surfaces for several hours and possibly even up to 72 hours depending
on the material of the surface,” Markland said. “This has been a factor in
making this decision.”
The Department of Public Works
has blocked the parks’ playground
equipment for public use. During
this time, the parks will still be open
for residents use and enjoyment for
walking, running, biking, etc.
Linden City
All city facilities and parks are
closed to the public until further notice, including Eagle’s Wooden Park
and the Mill building, which includes
the library and museum.
Holly Village
Parks and playgrounds within the
village are closed until further notice.

Wednesday, April 1, 2020
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Governor orders temporary protocols at jails
n Includes rules for entry into all correctional facilities
and inmate transfers during COVID-19 pandemic
By Sharon Stone

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
signed an executive order March 29 outlining new protocols for all correctional
facilities across the state through April 26
in response to the coronavirus pandemic.
New protocols will mitigate the spread
of COVID-19, protect the public health,
and provide essential protections to vulnerable Michiganders who work at or are
incarcerated in prisons, county jails, local
lockups, and juvenile detention centers
across the state.
The governor’s office announced it is
reasonable and necessary to implement
limited and temporary COVID-19related protocols and procedures regarding entry into facilities operated by the
Michigan Department of Corrections
(MDOC) and transfers to and from the
Department’s custody.
Some of the new protocols include:
• Screening all persons arriving at or
departing from a facility, including staff,
incarcerated persons, vendors, and any

other person entering the facility.
• Restricting all visits, except for
attorney-related visits, and conducting
those visits without physical contact to
the extent feasible.
• Limiting off-site appointments for
incarcerated persons to only appointments for urgent or emergency medical
treatment.
• Developing and implementing protocols for incarcerated persons who display
symptoms of COVID-19.
For a complete list of temporary protocols, michigna.gov/whitmer and search
executive orders.

HOT LINE CONTINUED
WE ALSO HAD a pandemic in April
2009 that lasted until April 2010.
CDC website has a timeline. Do you
remember this? I sure don’t.


IN MEMORY OF lives lost to this
horrible virus. Stay home and stay
healthy.

Accidents
Happen
FREE LOANER CARS!
Take your vehicle to Austin’s Collision!
•Certified, Licensed
•Glass Installation
Mechanics
•Pick Up & Delivery
•Windshield Replacements •Foreign Or Domestic
WE WORK WITH ALL MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANIES

Since 1949

3075 GRANGE HALL RD. HOLLY, MI

248-634-7971
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NEWS

BRIEFS
COMPILED BY SHARON STONE

Delivering support for small
businesses
Consumers Energy is available
to help companies during the
coronavirus pandemic. They are
committed to helping Michigan’s
small business community
prosper, now more than ever. Small
businesses throughout the state are
suddenly struggling to survive after
closing to help everyone stay safe
during the coronavirus (COVID-19)
outbreak. Consumers Energy can
provide meaningful and immediate
help by:
• Working with you on your utility bill
• Connecting you to potential
sources of state and federal relief
• Providing new business
opportunities through the Pure
Michigan Business Connect
Program
Call them at 800-805-0490 to get
assistance with your energy bill and
to learn how to find short-term help.

MIDWEEK TIMES
Recreational fires in Holly Village
allowed with permit
The Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) recently announced
that all burn permits are suspended
until further notice. These burn
permits are for regions that utilize the
Michigan DNR burn permit system
and are prone to brush/wildfires. The
village of Holly is not one of these
areas and as such, burn permits
are still valid and will continue to be
issued. According to village officials,
they understand that many residents
want to have recreational fires during
this time of quarantine, and they
encourage those residents to do so,
if it’s within regulation. The Rules for
burning are at hollyvillage.org.burnpermits. The village of Holly requires
village residents who wish to burn to
secure a permit. There is no cost for
a burn permit. Only one burn permit
is required per calendar year. You do
not need to submit a burn permit each
time you wish to burn. The permit is
for village of Holly residents only. If you
do not live within the village limits, you
must contact your local government
for burning regulations.

myfenton.com

LOCKED IN

“We are holding it together using team
work. It’s been an experience. Actually
going from working a day job to living
the residents inside the buildings as a
your day job has been a different experiway to prevent bringing in the highly
ence.”
contagious COVID-19 virus. Elderly inKraus added that she and the other
dividuals with underlying health concerns
employees believe it’s exhausting to the
are at highest risk of this virus.
residents having them there 24/7. “We
“It makes more sense for us to shelter in
bring a lot of energy
place,” Kraus said.
Kraus said the
Dad told me this and I think it tires
out faster,” she
three building directhis morning, you girls them
said. “The residents
tors and employees,
are amazing! I’m in
are enjoying the exa total of six women
tra attention in the
and one man, are
awe of the way this
evening after dinner.
using unused rooms
virus/quarantine is
We’ve been adding
to sleep in. They are
using the washers
being handled. Thank interactive activities
and dryers to keep you from the bottom of such as exercise and
crafts.
their uniforms clean
my heart.
“Vicinia families
and they are orderhave been very giving delivered meals
Susan Calandri
Daughter of Donald Feldhahn, resident
ing with gifts, calls,
as an alternative opletters and prayers
tion to food prepared
for all of us along with verbal appreciaat the facility.
tion of what we’re willing to give up for
Kraus said for weeks they discussed
our residents.”
creative ways to keep residents in contact
Vicinia Gardens has bumped up their
with their families after visits were
communication with families via text,
stopped to prevent the spread of the
calls and pictures throughout the day.
virus. Vicinia Gardens posts photos
They also post daily on their Facebook
and videos on its Facebook page for
page for family members and FaceTime
families, and the use of facetime on
when requested so families can see how
phones is popular.
their loved ones are getting along.
Staff members are taking turns carKraus said it was difficult begging
ing for residents, organizing activities,
families not to visit because they didn’t
meals and for sleeping. “We’re working
understand how it might affect their
together as a team,” Kraus said. “The staff
loved ones. “Thanks to social media,
really cares. They’ve put their life on hold
we went from being misunderstood to
until April 13.”
caring ones,” she said.
On Monday, March 30, Kraus said,
Continued from Front Page

‘‘

’’

HOW OTHER SENIOR
COMMUNITIES ARE COPING
Argentine Care Center — Kerri
Messer, administrator at Argentine
Care Center said, “We’re doing well.”
Visitors are temporarily
prohibited because of the
coronavirus outbreak. Messer
said they’ve gotten creative
with keeping their residents in
regular communication with their
loved ones. They utilize Skype,
FaceTime, Facebook and any
other technology they can.
Messer said she has one
couple who has been married for
70 years, one of whom lives at
Argentine Care Center. “They’re
doing okay,” she said. Before
the restrictions were tightened,
visitors were able to stand on

a back deck under a tent and
see their loved ones through
the window while talking on the
phone. Now that everyone is to
stay home, they no longer allow
this.
Every individual who enters
the center is screened by
asking them questions and their
temperature is taken. “It’s scary
right now,” Messer said.
Lockwood of Fenton —
Debby Runnels, life enrichment
director at Lockwood of Fenton
said they have experienced a
morale booster in recent weeks.
They too temporarily restrict
visitors. She said volunteers
have been playing music for
them while they watch from their
balconies.
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Mark McCabe
67th District Court

judge
Ask the

Executive orders

On March 10, by Executive Order
2020-04, Governor Gretchen Whitmer
declared that Michigan was in a state of
emergency.
As we all know, a lot has happened
since then in our state and nation, which
I need not detail here.
Suffice it to say the governor has
issued a number of additional orders
(with more possibly on the way) to
address a wide variety of health, safety
and other issues.
The legal questions in situations such
as this are what is the authority for the
governor to issue such orders and what
can the orders require us to do? For
today’s column, I will try to answer both.
To begin with, our system of
government has three branches —
legislative, executive and judicial.
The governor is the head of the
executive branch and under Michigan’s
Constitution Article V, Section 1, is
vested with all executive power.
This means that as the leader of
the state she has the right to order the
implementation of existing laws.
There are two laws, which specifically
apply when a state of emergency is
declared.
The first is the Emergency Powers of the
Governor Act of 1945 and the second is
the Emergency Management Act.
These statutes, when read together,
provide that when there is a great
public crisis, disaster or similar public
emergency, the governor can declare
a state of emergency or disaster and
is given the power to take a number
of actions to address the particular
situation including issuing orders, rules
and regulations.
The orders that are made are subject
to judicial review, have the force of law
and must be obeyed. A violation is a
misdemeanor, which carries up to 90
days in jail and/or up to a $500 fine.
Even the courts have been affected
as evidenced by the March 20 order
prohibiting residential evictions until
after April 17 and the stay at home order
effective March 24 allowing people to
go to court only for legal proceedings
or hearings for essential or emergency
purposes.
There is a list and the complete
texts of all of the executive orders and
directives that have been issued on the
governor’s website michigan.gov.
Please stay safe and healthy and I
know we all hope that this ends soon.

SCAMS

Continued from Front Page

illegal robocalls to pitch everything
from scam coronavirus treatments to
work-at-home schemes. According to
the FTC (Federal Trade Commission),
the recording might say that pressing a
number will let you speak to a live operator
or remove you from their call list, but it
could lead to more robocalls.
Ignore online offers for vaccinations
and home test kits. Scammers are trying
to get you to buy products that aren’t
proven to treat or prevent the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19) — online or
in stores. At this time, there also are no
FDA-authorized home test kits for the
coronavirus. Visit the FDA to learn more.
Fact-check information. Scammers,
and sometimes well-meaning people,
share information that hasn’t been verified. Before you pass on any messages,
contact trusted sources. Visit “What the
U.S. Government is Doing” for links
to federal, state and local government
agencies.
Know who you’re buying from. Online
sellers may claim to have in-demand
products, like cleaning, household, and
health and medical supplies when, in fact,
they don’t.
Don’t respond to texts and emails about
checks from the government. The details
are still being worked out. Anyone who
tells you they can get you the money now
is a scammer. And don’t forget, the IRS
will never call you.
Don’t click on links from sources
you don’t know. They could download
viruses onto your computer or device.
Watch for emails claiming to be from
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) or experts saying
they have information about the virus. For
the most up-to-date information about the
coronavirus, visit the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) and the
World Health Organization (WHO).
Do your homework when it comes to
donations, whether through charities or
crowd-funding sites. Don’t let anyone
rush you into making a donation. If someone wants donations in cash, by gift card,
or by wiring money, don’t do it.
What the FTC is doing
The FTC and FDA (Food and Drug
Administration) have jointly issued warning letters to seven sellers of unapproved
and misbranded products, claiming they
can treat or prevent the coronavirus. The
companies’ products include teas, essen-

tial oils, and colloidal silver.
The FTC says the companies have
no evidence to back up their claims, as
required by law. The FDA says there are
no approved vaccines, drugs or investigational products currently available to treat
or prevent the virus.
The agencies sent the letters to the following companies: Vital Silver, Quinessence Aromatherapy Ltd., N-ergetics,
GuruNanda, LLC, Vivify Holistic
Clinic, Herbal Amy LLC, and The Jim
Bakker Show.
The FDAconsiders the sale and promotion of fraudulent COVID-19 products
to be a threat to the public health. It has
an aggressive surveillance program that
routinely monitors online sources for
health fraud products, especially during
a significant public health issue such as
this one.
The letters note that if the false claims
do not cease, the Commission may
seek a federal court injunction and an
order requiring money to be refunded
to consumers. Finally, they instruct the
recipients to notify the FTC within 48
hours of the specific actions they have
taken to address the agency’s concerns.
Source: consumer.ftc.com

MENTAL HEALTH
Continued from Page 3

21. Find lightness and humor
in each day.
22. Reach out for help. Your
team is there for you.
23. “Chunk” your quarantine,
take it moment by moment.
24. Remind yourself daily that
this is temporary.
25. Find the lesson.
“This whole crisis can seem
sad, senseless, and at times, avoidable,” Feliciano said. “When psychologists work with trauma, a key
feature to helping someone work
through said trauma is to help them
find their agency, the potential
positive outcomes they can effect,
the meaning and construction that
can come out of destruction.
“What can each of us learn here,
in big and small ways, from this
crisis? What needs to change in
ourselves, our homes, our communities, our nation, and our world?”
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NEWS

BRIEFS
COMPILED BY SHARON STONE

Lake Fenton’s prom,
commencement suspended
Lake Fenton High School
Principal Christopher Belcher
announced Monday, March
23 that this year’s prom and
graduation ceremony, along with
any other school activities, have
been suspended due to the
COVID-19 virus. He learned over
the weekend that The Whiting,
the location of Lake Fenton’s
graduation commencement,
has suspended all events
through May 31, the date of
Lake Fenton’s graduation
ceremony. With so many
uncertainties, the district also
was forced to postpone this
year’s prom. Belcher said they
will continue to explore all
available opportunities for both
commencement and prom once
this crisis is over.

BUSINESS

BRIEFS
COMPILED BY SHARON STONE

Fenton Area Public Schools
teachers start #WeAreFenton
Campaign to support local
restaurants during the
COVID-19 shutdown
A list of participating Fenton
restaurants will be sent
out to the FAPS staff and
families, Fenton/Linden
Chamber members and
the community through
Facebook. The teachers are
encouraging all to purchase
meals for takeout from the
restaurants on designated
days to be a part of this
campaign and to support
all of the participating
restaurants any day of the
week that they are able.
See complete story and
more details in the April 5
Weekend Times.

7

Linden’s Spencer’s next fight canceled, taking much needed rest
By David Troppens

Joey Spencer thought it was probably going to happen.
On March 23, it did.
Ironically, the tri-county area’s
professional boxer was on his way to
training when he found out his April
11 televised fight was canceled due to

the COVID-19 crisis.
“I found out on my way to the gym
and my Dad said the fight was called
off,” Spencer said. “It was heartbreaking at the time. I was so close to the
fight and I was in really good shape
from the camp. I had just come off a
very good sparring session.”

The world of boxing is just like
pretty much every professional sport
worldwide — its activities are on hold
due to the coronavirus crisis. Other
boxing dates had already been canceled
in recent weeks and other ones around
Spencer’s date had been canceled as
See SPENCER’S on 9
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Linden resident and professional boxer
Joey Spencer (left) competes against
Erik Spring during his January 18
match. Photo Daniel Cork

Fenton’s Thompson ends college search, headed to Northwestern
n Offensive

lineman makes
decision among
many choices

By David Troppens

When Josh Thompson was
7, he quickly began to realize
he had some football talent.
“I was too young to participate in tackle but they allowed
me to play a year up because I
was bigger than the other players,” Thompson said.
Things haven’t changed
much since Thompson was
seven. Currently a junior at
Fenton High School, the 6-foot5, 305-pound offensive lineman still remains bigger than
most of his current classmates.

However, he also has some tremendous talent to go with that
frame, and colleges have been
taking notice for years.
And now he’s made his decision on where to continue his
football career at the collegiate
level — Northwestern University.
“It feels amazing,” Thompson said. “It feels like I have a
clear focus on my future now.
Instead of worrying about making my decision, I can pour my
energy into what I want to do,
and how I want my (senior
football season) to go with my
teammates and may team.”
Thompson is currently
ranked the No. 2 offensive
guard in the state and 13th
overall by the DZone. He’s
the third-ranked guard by Rising Stars in the state. Thomp-

Who will take us
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810-629-0723

Hours by Appointment Only

son has already received six
Division 1 offers to play college football. Those other
schools included Western
Michigan, Northern Illinois,
Buffalo, Central Michigan,
Eastern Michigan, Akron,
and DII Wayne State. In the
last three months he’s had
visits to Appalachian State,
Air Force, San Jose State, Indiana and Northwestern. He
also had planned on visiting
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Purdue and Iowa before makSee THOMPSON on 9

Fenton offensive lineman Josh
Thompson (right) verbally
committed to continuing his
football career at Northwestern
University after his senior
season. Photo: Mark Bolen

Benjamina

Athena

I’m a young, playful pup
who would love a new
family to call my own.

I’m a 4-year-old
sweetheart who
loves to give kisses.

SPONSORED BY:

SPONSORED BY:

Wag & Purr Pet Boarding
11650 Stallion Lane • Holly
248-459-1200 • wagandpurrpetboarding.com
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Ally Challenge
remains scheduled to
start week of July 27
By David Troppens

The PGA Tour has been forced to
call the cancellation of many PGA
and PGA Tour Champions events in
recent weeks due to the spread of COVID-19.
However, as of now, the Ally Challenge presented by McLaren has not
been canceled.
The third-annual PGA Champions
Tour event hosted at Grand Blanc’s
Warwick Hills from July 27 to Aug. 2
remains on schedule.
“This is obviously a very fluid situation that requires constant review,
communication and transparancy, and
we — working closely with the PGA
Tour, Ally and McLaren — are dedicated to all three aspects,” Director of
Communications for The Ally Challenge presented by McLaren Thomas
P. Sprouse said in a March 24 press
release.
CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM
KING
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THOMPSON

Continued from Page 8

ing his decision.
Thompson went to Northwestern
in early March and attended a spring
football practice.
“When I went there it was amazing
how they ran their whole program,”
Thompson said. “I went to a spring
practice. It was just a regular Tuesday
practice but everyone was super fired
up and were working hard to get better. The coaches did a fantastic job.
You can tell it was a family atmosphere and that’s something I wanted
to be a part of.”
Fenton varsity football coach Jeff
Setzke believes Thompson made the
right decision.
“I think it’s a good fit,” Setzke said.
“It is his first Big Ten opportunity, but
everything we know about Northwestern — they have some new facilities,
the stadium is very iconic and it’s very
close to Chicago — is extremely positive. It’s still within driving distance
of home. … If Michigan or Michigan
State had made an offer at this point it
may have been a little different, but I’m
not entirely sure. Northwestern was the

Midweek Crossword

©2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
Answers in this Sunday’s edition
of the Tri-County Times

Fenton offensive lineman Josh Thompson (far left) verbally committed to continuing
his football career at Northwestern University after his senior season. Thompson
had Division I schools interested in his services. Photo: Mark Bolen

first Big Ten school to show any interest and he enjoyed his visit. I think it’s
a great choice and an excellent school.”
It’s not shocking that there would be
a family feel to the Wildcats’ program.
Head coach Pat Fitzgerald is only 44 but
has a deep history within the program.
He was a linebacker for Northwestern’s
strong teams in the mid-1990s and he’s

been the head coach since 2006. The
squad has been invited to nine bowl
games during those 14 seasons and
have earned winning records eight of
those 14 years, including four of the last
five seasons. The Wildcats have a 27-16
Big Ten record in the last five seasons,
including an 8-1 record in 2018.
CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

SPENCER’S

“It’s frustrating but at the same time
fighting that many times a year is very
strenuous on the body and mind,” Spencer said. “Even though I want to keep
fighting this is forcing me to take some
time and relax. The last three were backto-back-to-back with my training. Every
time you prepare for a fight it’s mentally
exhausting. I didn’t realize how exhausted I was until I was forced to stay indoors
and rest. It’s a rest very well needed.”
One of the toughest parts of fighting so
frequently involves the preparation week.
“The week of the fight is challenging, it’s mentally exhausting,” Spencer
said. “You work hard to make weight by
putting yourself through a lot of physical pain, and then your body is supposed
to be at the top of its game and you are
supposed to be 100 percent mentally and
physically ready not even 48 hours after
being completely dehydrated. It’s a very
weird feeling. You forget how it feels all
the time and then wonder how you can
bounce back from it, but I always do.
It’s a non-stop roller coaster, going up
and down. It feels good to get a mental reset.”
CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

Continued from Page 8

well, so Spencer, 20, knew the cancellation was probably inevitable.
“I had the feeling it would be,” Spencer said. “I was six weeks into training
for the fight so that really stunk. For some
reason it was the last one to be canceled.
I finished the week of training to make
it feel like we accomplished something.
This week was my first in quarantine. I’m
getting a chance to rest my body.”
Spencer was preparing for a bout with
Alejandro Ibarra, a 26-year-old who had
posted a 6-1 record with two of the six
wins coming by knockout. Ibarra had
won his last three fights, including defeating Steve Marquez (17-20-2) on Jan. 24.
Spencer’s last fight was on Jan. 18
against Erik Spring (13-3-2). Spencer
won a unaminous decision, improving
his record to 10-0 at the time. Spencer
is used to heavy activity since he fought
in his first professional fight at the age of
18 on Feb. 17, 2018. He’s been competing about once every two to three months
since that time. Now, he’s getting a good
chance to relax.
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Help Wanted

DIRECT CARE WORKERS
NEEDED IN FENTON AREA

DIRECT CARE WORKERS NEEDED!
$11.60 per hour to start, Direct Care Workers interested
in providing services for people with special needs. There
are rewarding positions serving persons with special needs
in their homes or in group homes. Positions also available
in Oakland, Macomb, Washtenaw and Wayne Counties.
Requirements: Must be at least 18 years of age, have a
clear criminal record, have dependable transportation, must
be responsible and committed, available for Mandatory
stay, be willing to learn and take direction, work well with
others. Be available for training if you are not fully trained
already. Compensation: Paid training, medical, dental,
vision, paid time off. To Apply Call 734-458-8140 between
9:00am-3:00pm. Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org,
mail resume to: 36141 Schoolcraft Rd. Livonia, Mi 48150
or fax resume to: 734-855-4200.

13575 Fenton Rd. • Fenton

Full Time Machinist Wanted
for local Flint business
Able to run Bridgeport Mill, Pro-Trak,
Lathe & Boring Mill. 5 years experience.
— Medical, Dental, 401K, 40+hours weekly —
Please email: ggrossbauer@spentechusa.com

www.adoptapetfenton.com
810-629-0723

Real
Estate

Service Directory
BUILDING &
REMODELING

Real Estate

EHO

ROOFING SAVINGS
GOING ON NOW!
Windows •Doors •Siding
Gutters & Downspouts
Porches & Decks
Free Estimates • Senior Discounts
Res./Com. • Lic./Ins.

810.423.5813

MIROOFINGEXPERTS.COM

ALL REAL ESTATE
ADVERTISING

HANDYMAN

HOME REPAIRS
You Name It, We Can Help.

– No Job Too Small –

DECKS
ROOFING • SIDING
PAINTING• DRYWALL
FLOORING • DOORS
Licensed & Insured 40 Years Experience

– Best Prices –
KITCHEN & BATH
Remodeling

REGI NAL
MAINTENANCE &
IMPROVEMENTS

810-234-3400

To advertise your

JOB OPENING
call 810-629-8282

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
Answers in this Sunday’s edition
of the Tri-County Times

Print your answer here:

All Types of

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
FOR OVER 60 YEARS!

www.lafondafenton.com

in this newspaper is subject
to the Federal Fair Housing
Act of 1968 which makes
it illegal to advertise
preference, limitation, or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion or national
origin, or an intention to
make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper
are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

HANDYMAN

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULL SERVICE ROOFING

CALL FOR MORE
INFORMATION

810-629-5871

FLOORING

B.H.I.

LaFonda
Apartments
In Fenton
1 bedroom $600
2 bedroom $700

612 W. Broad St. • Linden • 810-735-9481
1437 N. Leroy St. • Fenton • 810-750-0551

New & Old Floors

Installation
Sanding | Refinishing
Charles H. Hamilton

810-333-5272

20 Years Experience
Licensed | Insured

GIVE US A CALL,
WE DO IT ALL!
Mike Shuert

810-964-9559
Matt Shuert

810-964-9511
Office: 810-428-8998

PAINTING &
WALLPAPERING

STUMP GRINDING

LAURICELLA
PAINTING

BIG

FULL SERVICE PAINTING
•All Size Jobs
•Call Back Guarantee
•25 Years Experience

Yes,
we can do that!

248-210-8392
Based in Fenton

lauricellapaintinginc@yahoo.com

Unscramble these
four Jumbles, one letter to
each square, to form
four ordinary words.
Now arrange the circled
letters to form the surprise
answer, as suggest
by the cartoon.

or small
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I’m good with kids.
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Susie Q 5-year-old girl.

Who will take me

We Grind Them All!

DS STUMP
GRINDING
&

Small Yard Accessible
— INSURED —

810.730.7262
810.629.9215

FREE

ESTIMATES

SMALL TREE & BRUSH REMOVAL
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Horoscopes

For the week of
March 30-Apr 1, 2020

ARIES Mar 21/Apr 20

Things are not always what they seem, Aries.
Keep this in mind when dealing or working with
people you have never met. It may take some
time to figure things out.

TAURUS Apr 21/May 21

Taurus, asking a bunch of questions may not
unveil the answers you were hoping for. You may
not be asking the right questions. Keep forging
ahead.

GEMINI May 22/Jun 21

The ability to listen is an important skill, Gemini.
This ability is especially valuable when others
come to you for advice. Listen intently and do
your best to help.

CANCER Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, even if things do not entirely make sense
this week, you can glean certain bits of information here and there that can help you to paint the
bigger picture.
LEO Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, imitation is the highest form of flattery. Keep
a keen eye on someone you admire at work, and
then try to mirror this person in your actions.
VIRGO Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, certain responsibilities may seem like a
drain on your time. But right now you are not
seeing how even small tasks can add up to big
results in the end. Remain patient.
LIBRA Sept 23/Oct 23

Libra, certain battles cannot be won no matter
how hard you try. Do not focus unnecessary energy on things that cannot be scaled. Direct your
focus to more inportant projects.

SCORPIO Oct 24/Nov 22

A project you started may come to a screeching halt,
Scorpio. This does not mean you should abandon it
entirely. It just means you will have to take a brief hiatus
and restart.

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23/Dec 21

Sagittarius, people naturally want to be around
you, but sometimes you need to take a step back
and focus on yourself. Clear your schedule for
some personal time this week.

CAPRICORNDec 22/Jan 20

Spring is a time of new beginnings, Capricorn. You
may be presented with several new opportunities.
Travel, a new job or even expanding your family may
be in the cards.

AQUARIUS Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, even if you do not have all the answers, you can take steps that address many of
the changes that have occurred in your life lately.
PISCES Feb 19/Mar 20
Channel your creativity into projects that let you
express yourself, Pisces. Artwork, writing and
crafting are a few examples.
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Obituaries
Reda Mae
(Moreland)
Pence

Emma
M. Tester

Louis John
Scieszka

Emma M. Tester
- age 95, of
Fenton, passed
away peacefully,
Saturday, March
28, 2020. Funeral
services were
held 1 PM
Monday, March
30, 2020 at
Sharp Funeral Homes, Linden Chapel,
209 E. Broad St, Linden. Burial in Sharp
Cemetery, Deerfield Township. Visitation
was held at the funeral home Monday
from 11 AM until the time of the service.
Emma was born on January 30, 1925 in
Fenton, where she had resided all her
life on Bennett Lake. Her parents were
Samuel and Rose (Chambers) Rathbun.
She married Merle Tester on January 4,
1952 and they had two daughters, Joyce
(Patrick) Bard and Nancy Tester; two
grandchildren, Patrick and Carrie Bard;
and six great-grandchildren, Stevie,
Seth, Carsen, Cayd, Dagger, and Kraton;
and several nieces and nephews. She
was preceded in death by her parents;
husband, Merle; and sister, Anna
Tester. Emma was a devoted mother,
grandmother, aunt, and an outstanding
bus driver for 25 years at Linden
Community Schools, retiring in 1991.
She loved driving bus and thought of every
student as her own. She loved farming
with her draft horses, gardening, flowers,
sewing, canning, and her dogs, and of
course always being right. Tributes may be
shared at www.sharpfuneralhomes.com.

Louis John
Scieszka - father
of six boys,
husband for
over sixty years,
educator, golfer
(namesake of
the Coupe de
Lou Classic golf
tournament), and
friend to pretty much everyone he ever
met, passed away Thursday,
March 26, 2020 after 93 years of life.
The son of Polish immigrants Michael
and Anna Scieszka, Lou was born in
Lansing. He earned college and graduate
degrees from both MSU and the U of M,
met and married Shirley Marie Marchand,
then served as principal of Freeman
Elementary School in Flint for 30 years
while raising that pack of boys. Lou’s
two finest talents were to see the best
in everyone, and to “not sweat the small
stuff.” His generous heart, unshakable
optimism, good cheer, and crowd control
skills also came in handy in both his
job as principal and family dinners. Lou
is survived by his sons Jim, Jon, Tom,
Gregg, Brian, Jeff; 14 grandchildren; and
at last count, 10 great-grandchildren.
Special thanks to Gregg (brother #4)
and caretaker Charlotte Murphy for all
their loving work making the end of Lou’s
life as peaceful as possible. Because of
the current pandemic, there will be no
funeral service. But as a WWII Vet, Lou
will be buried in Great Lakes National
Cemetery in Holly. And as a lifelong
Catholic, Lou would probably be happy
if you took a moment to say a prayer for
him . . . and took a moment to see the
best in the next person you meet. Your
condolences may be shared with the
family at swartzfuneralhomeinc.com.

1925-2020

1936-2020

Reda Mae
(Moreland)
Pence age 83, of
Linden, died
Saturday,
March 28, 2020.
Private graveside
service will take
place in Fairview Cemetery. A memorial
service will be announced at a later date by
Sharp Funeral Homes, 209 E. Broad St.,
Linden. In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to the
Heritage Baptist Church of Fenton. Reda
was born on November 8, 1936 in Heber
Springs, AR the daughter of Arvil and
Laura (Garrison) Moreland. She married
James “Jim” Pence on April 10, 1977 in
Linden. Reda retired from K-Mart after
20 years of service. She was a longtime
member of the Heritage Baptist Church
of Fenton. Surviving are children, Thomas
(Lora) Pence, Diane Pence and Jane
Nelson; four grandchildren; one greatgrandson; and sister, Fay Spencer. Reda
was preceded in death by her husband,
Jim Pence; and parents, Arvil and Laura
Moreland. Tributes may be shared at
www.sharpfuneralhomes.com.

Obituaries
updated
daily online

Midweek Sudoku
FUN BY THE NUMBERS
Place a number in the empty boxes in such
a way that each row across, each column
down and each small 9-box square contains
all of the numbers from one to nine.

1926-2020

view
online

OBITUARIES

SUDOKU PUZZLE SPONSORED BY

DORTONLINE.ORG

800.521.3796

Answers in this Sunday’s edition
of the Tri-County Times
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