
PAGE 3

GRADUATE GETS 
‘HOMETOWN 
SUPPORT’ 
SEND-OFF
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‘‘Everyone 
raise your hand 
if you think we 
should start a 
gofundme page 
to help the fire 

hall restaurant get the town 
clock back working. Maybe 
they need help with repairs. 
We the people of Fenton re-
ally want this fixed. Is it too 
much to ask?”

‘‘Excuse 
me, but do 
you happen 
to realize how 
expensive it 
is to ‘get a 

divorce’ and the mental 
anguish that goes along 
with it? Well, I don’t think 
so. Complaining is so 
much cheaper on the 
wallet and the mind.”

‘‘Moved to 
Linden last July. 
Attended Decem-
ber City Council 
meeting. As for 
the city moving 

forward, it’s in the hands of 
a very competent group of 
professionals. Go Linden.”

By Sharon Stone
Three men are in police custody fol-

lowing a break-in at the Target store in 
Fenton early Monday morning.

Lt. Jeff Cross said Fenton police 

received a call from corporate security 
for Target on Owen Road at 2:10 a.m., 
Monday, Jan. 13. Police were told 
that the security alarm had sounded 
and three individuals were inside the 

store. A description of the individuals 
and vehicle were provided to police.
 Fenton police arrived at the store within 
two minutes of the call and spotted  a black

See TARGET BREAK-IN on 2

Three men arrested for Target break-in

2019 crime report
nA few municipalities see 
drop in larceny rates
By Hannah Ball

In 2019, the most common crimes in 
the tri-county area were assaults, lar-
cenies, and OWIs (operating a vehicle 
while intoxicated.)

Here are the local crime numbers 
See CRIME REPORT on 8

Holly police trying to ID 
fake money suspects 
nThree individuals pass counterfeit 
$100 bills at Holly area businesses
By Sharon Stone

Three persons of interest are being sought 
by the Holly Police Department for passing 
counterfeit $100 bills in the village of Holly. 

On Jan. 12, the individual pictured on 
page 6  is suspected of passing bills to at least 
three area businesses in the N. Holly Road 
area. All of the bills have the same serial 

See FAKE MONEY on 6

Riverside’s revival 
— Construction continues 
on this home in the Riverside 
North subdivision Thursday, 
Jan. 9. This subdivision sat 
mostly undeveloped for 
10 years, burdening Holly 
Village water users with 
extra costs. See story on 
page 7  Photo: Tim Jagielo

By Vera Hogan
It is taking longer than originally 

anticipated but what has been dubbed 
the “Schoolhouse Project” in the vil-

lage of Holly is moving forward.
 The Holly Village Planning Com-
mission will meet Wednesday, Jan. 22 

See SCHOOL BUILDING on 6

Reality TV star requests rezoning of school building in Holly 

nFenton police say trio broke glass doors at Fenton store, flee from officers in two counties

nVillage Planning Commission 
will hold public hearing Jan. 22, 
followed by possible decision
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Technology may have changed throughout the years,
but Dave Lamb’s commitment to their customers will always remain the same…

Providing Quality Products & Service You Can Trust
Sales & Service Installation • Servicing All Makes & Models • Heat Pumps • Boilers • Furnaces

We’re here 24/7! We Make House Calls!

409 E. Caroline • Fenton • 810-629-4946 • davelambheating.com

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
SUPPLIES WILL NOT LAST LONG!

OLD FURNACE? 
DON’T WAIT UNTIL IT 

BREAKS DOWN.
CHANGE IT NOW WITH ONE OF 

OUR IN-HOUSE FURNACES.

OVERSTOCK 
SELL OUT!

TARGET BREAK-IN
Continued from Front Page
Chevrolet Malibu driving out of the 
parking lot toward Owen Road. Police 
learned later that the car was reported 
stolen from Grand Rapids. Fenton police 
followed as the car entered northbound 
U.S. 23 at Owen Road. Police activated 
lights and sirens to initiate a traffic stop. 

Genesee County Dispatch was alerted 
to the break-in and fleeing vehicle and 
multiple police agencies in Genesee 
County responded in an attempt to stop 
the vehicle. The car eventually exited the 

highway at Vienna Road and reentered 
the highway traveling southbound back 
through the Fenton area.
 Livingston County police agencies 
were alerted to the situation and on-duty 
officers attempted to stop the vehicle. 
Stop sticks were deployed on U.S. 23 
near Faussett Road. The car ran over 
the stop sticks, causing it to veer from 
the road and crash. 
 When the car crashed, all three occu-
pants fled on foot. One of the suspects, 
a 17-year-old Grand Rapids male, was 
caught quickly by a Livingston County 

officer after a short foot pursuit. Cross 
was unsure which police agency appre-
hended the first suspect. 
 Several police agencies searched for 
the other two male suspects, however  
they were unable to locate them. Police 
used K-9 units and drone technology. 
 Several hours later, a tip came in to 
police indicating the location of the two 
other suspects. A motorist called police 
after being approached by the two sus-
pects asking for help on Hyne Road, near 
U.S. 23. Officers in Livingston County 
located the two suspects and took them 

into custody for questioning. 
The first male suspect caught was 

transported to the Genesee County Jail 
for questioning and pending charges. 

Cross said Target reported that noth-
ing was stolen from the Fenton store. 
The suspects gained entry by breaking 
two glass doors, which have since been 
replaced. 

The lieutenant could not provide 
more details or identities about the 
suspects other than these three men 
were from the Grand Rapids area. One 
suspect is a juvenile.

Multiple Target stores across Michi-
gan have been broken into in recent 
days. Cross said it is too early to deter-
mine if the suspects arrested Monday 
are responsible for the other Target 
break-ins. 

Fenton police were assisted by 
officers from Linden, Grand Blanc 
Township, Metro Authority, Flint City, 
Flint Township, Argentine Township, 
Mt. Morris Township, Brighton, Green 
Oak Township, Michigan State Police, 
and deputies from Genesee, Livingston 
and Oakland County sheriff’s offices. 
Genesee and Livingston County Central 
Dispatch Centers also assisted. 

Pending charges include possession 
of a stolen vehicle (five-year felony), 
breaking and entering (10-year felony) 
and fleeing and eluding police (five-year 
felony).

The case remains under investigation.

JANUARY IS HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
AWARENESS MONTH – KNOW WHAT 
TO LOOK FOR
According to the U.S. Department 
of Defense, one in six endangered 
runaways reported in the U.S. are likely 
to become victims of sex trafficking. 
January is Human Trafficking 
Awareness Month and the Michigan 
State Police (MSP) encourages you to 
learn the signs of human trafficking. 
Put your eyes to the test — watch the 
MSP “Look Again” video on YouTube 
to identify potential indicators of 
human trafficking. When you know 
what to look for, you can help bring an 
end to human trafficking. To report any 
suspicious, possible human trafficking 
activity, call (888) 373-7888.

NEWS

BRIEFS
COMPILED BY SHARON STONE
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One more reason to transfer
your pre arrangements to Sharp:
Community- Sharp Funeral Homes has been caring for families for over 100 years

serving generations of Local Families.  If you already have funeral
prearrangements with another funeral home, they can help you move your

prearrangement to Sharp Funeral Homes without any additional cost.

All facilities are handicapped accessible.

Michael T. Scully, Manager
1000 Silver Lake Rd, Fenton
(810) 629-9321

Fenton Chapel

Toll-Free 1-877-53 SHARP

Three additional locations in Swartz Creek, Linden,and Flint/Grand Blanc Township

sharpfuneralhomes.com
810-629-9321

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

MICHAEL J. LEAVER
LINDEN, MICHIGAN

VIETNAM 1969 – 1971
E-5 ArMy
Service dates:

 August 1969 - August 1971

National Defense Service Medal
Vietnam Campaign Medal Device 60

Vietnam Service Medal
Combat Medical Badge

Bronze Star
Silver Star

HONORING
OUR VETERANS

By Hannah Ball
Holly — A 19-year-old Holly 

schools graduate received a lot of 
“Hometown Support” on Monday, Jan. 
13 before she left for the U.S. Air Force 
Basic Training the following morning. 

Cecelia Velazquez and her family 
were escorted by the Holly police and 
fire departments and EMS to Holly 
High School where the marching band 
and choir played tribute songs in honor 
of her joining the military. The event 
turned emotional while the choir sang 
the national anthem and when the band 
played the U.S. Air Force song. 

It was organized by the Holly Area 
Veterans Resource Center as part of its 
“Hometown Support for All on Active 
Duty” program. 

“We want to help young people like 
her,” said James Golden, a Vietnam 
veteran and volunteer for the Holly Area 
Resource Center who started “Home-
town Support.” “She’s just dear to my 
heart because she’s like the poster child 
for this. We wanted to make a big send-off 
for her to go to Air Force Boot Camp.”

Velazquez will spend eight-and-a-half 
weeks in San Antonio, Texas for training. 

Graduate gets ‘Hometown Support’ send-off

She’s the first in her family to join any 
branch of the military. 

“I never had a dream job that I wanted, 
and to be spending a whole bunch of 
money going to college just didn’t seem 
worth it,” she said. “I have an idea that 
I might want to make it (the Air Force) 
a career.”

She said it seems like the perfect life-
style for her. 

“It’s very structured. You’re also very 
independent at the same time. I like that 
there are education benefits. If I want 
to study something else on the side, I 
could,” she said. 

See SEND-OFF on 5

n19-year-old Holly resident receives police and fire escort before heading to Air Force training

Cecelia Velazquez stands with her family and members from the Holly Police 
Department, minutes before they gave her a police escort to Holly High School 
in honor of her joining the U.S. Air Force. Photo: Hannah Ball

Planning a wedding? 
Don’t miss our informative featured section

2020
Bridal#

Coming Sunday • January 19, 2020
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street talkWhat’s something you want that you can’t afford or that money can’t buy?
Compiled by Hannah Ball, staff reporter 

“A vacation home in hot 
weather, like Florida or the 
Carolinas.”

— Peg Wilson
Fenton Township

“Family being closer. 
Everyone getting along. 
Money can’t buy that. It 
can’t buy love and respect 
for other people.” 

— Julia Bastedo 
Gaines Township

“Continued good health for 
myself and family. Travel isn’t 
a part of it. I’m happy living in 
Fenton for the past 25 years. 
I was wish I had been able to 
grow up here.” 

— Linda Blanco
Tyrone Township

“It wouldn’t be material 
things. Health and happi-
ness.”

— Isabella Luck
Linden

“For people not to judge 
others on their beliefs 
and appearance. And of 
course a beach house 
would be nice.” 

— Teresa Clark 
Holly

All submissions, if approved for publication, must be 
50 words or less and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Tri-County Times. We reserve the right  

to edit for clarity, length and liability.

Submit Hot lines online at myfenton.com 
or text to 810-771-8398I f you’ve flown with checked baggage 

you’re aware of the weight limits, 
which are typically 40 pounds for do-
mestic and 50 pounds for international. 

Because of those limits, waiting to check 
baggage can be a high-anxiety event, espe-
cially for my better half, Matt. As we ap-
proached the check-in counter 
for our first flight of 2020, Matt 
told the airline employee he was 
sure we were over. The bag was 
35.6 pounds. It was very excit-
ing, until the airline employee 
scolded Matt for thinking so 
negatively at the start of a new 
year. “She is right! New year, 
new positive attitude,” I said to 
Matt.

I’ve gone back and forth 
on New Year’s resolutions 
throughout my life, but ultimately I like 
them. I’m always curious what others are 
resolving to do, especially when it comes to 
business. I find the responses inspirational. 
With that in mind, here is what a few area 
business professionals and leaders are aim-
ing for in 2020:

Christine Welsh, principal Kerning 
Advertising

My resolution for the New Year is to 
grow a small part of my business that can 
help other business owners succeed at social 
media. In 2019 I launched SocialSuccess-
Toolbox.com, a social media content tool 
that provides businesses and organizations 
with a monthly calendar complete with 
daily posts, along with graphics, videos and 
GIFs … With this simple tool, we find that 
businesses save time, worry and money, 
while growing their social media engage-

ment. In 2020, my goal is to get this tool in 
the hands of as many business owners as 
we can, so that they may be more confident 
with social media.

Sue Osborn, Fenton mayor
My resolution for 2020 is to begin look-

ing for a solution for funding for road im-
provement projects.
 Wes Smith, group publish-
er, View Newspaper Group
 “Reader engagement” is 
one of those newspaper indus-
try terms that didn’t exist 10 
years ago and is now pursued 
at some level by nearly every 
newspaper in the county. It 
encompasses everything from 
the tasks of a traditional circula-
tion department to branding, 
events, community outreach, 

social media and more. In 2020, I will work 
to better understand and coordinate all of 
those activities and foster more. I will look 

Emily Caswell

Building Brands Flying into 2020 with new resolutions
for more meaningful ways to connect with 
our readers — and non-readers — to learn 
what they want from their community 
newspaper.

My resolution is taken from the Queen 
herself — Oprah. She recommends practic-
ing these three activities daily.
  • Stillness, • Vision, • Gratitude

I love this. It’s a reminder to take life one 
day at a time. And while it might not seem 
like it, my resolution is business-related. 
I’ve found that if I take care of myself 
personally, I’m much better professionally. 
Best of all (for Matt) is that those steps will, 
without a doubt, lead to luggage under 40 
pounds.

I’d love to hear your New Year’s Reso-
lution — business related or not — send 
them to ecaswell@mihomepaper.com. 

Happy New Year!
Emily Caswell is the Brand Manager for 
VIEW Group, the branding division of View 
Newspaper Group.

KENNEDY APPROVED THE 
assassination of our ally, the 
president of South Vietnam. Although 
he denied it, Obama approved the 
assassination of Gaddafi in Libya. 
This action led to the death of the 
American ambassador to Libya. 
Where were the Democrats 
regarding presidential war powers?

nnn

ELISSA SLOTKIN’S LATEST TV 
ad is false. The ad states that Slotkin 
is new to Washington. Wrong. 
Slotkin was an Obama insider in the 
State Department and former CIA 
employee. Slotkin was sent back to 
Michigan to impeach Trump. Slotkin 
is a puppet of Nancy Pelosi.

nnn

NO WAY SHOULD we be asked 
to pay for road repairs through a 
special assessment on Margaret 
Drive with the amount of taxes we 
currently pay. However, if we have 
no choice then it should be repaired 
where needed and not totally 
torn up. Wish our representatives 
managed our tax dollars better.

nnn

WHILE SHOPPING FRIDAY evening 
my husband and I witnessed a 
woman belittle and berate her 
mother so horribly it brought tears 
to my eyes. So many of us would 
give anything to hug our moms just 
one more time. I hope this woman 
realizes this before it’s too late.

Albert D. DiNatale, EA 810.714.4302
North Towne Professional Center • 14165 Fenton Rd., Suite 104-G

Over 35 Years Experience
Free Consultation
Electronic Filing
Hours Customized to fit your Schedule

Pick-Up and Drop-Off Service
Affordable Rates
Personal and Small Business Tax Returns
Special Emphasis on Construction & Real Estate Activities

We make sure you GET IT ALL BACK!

Located in the GLASS BUILDING on Fenton Road

DINATALE ACCOUNTING
& TAX SERVICE plc

Personal and Small Business Tax Returns
Special Emphasis on Construction & Real Estate Activities

for new clients only

$25
DISCOUNT

Expires April 15, 2020
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SEND-OFF
Continued from Page 3

Her parents were “mostly” okay 
with it, but it was a shock when she 
told them. 

“One teacher of mine that I’m 
pretty close with was in the Army,” 
Velazquez said. “She was kind of sur-
prised, but they’re all very excited. 
Even my friends are excited that I get 
to do this. They’re a little sad that I’m 
leaving but they’re excited for me that 
I get to go off and do what I want.”

After training, she’ll go to tech 
school in Mississippi, which is a 
month long. Velazquez will study 
how to do her job and then she’ll re-
port to her first station, where she’ll 
get more hands-on education. 

Velazquez’s mother, Shannon Her-
nandez-Cruz, said, “I just feel blessed 
and humbled. It’s just incredible. It’s 
overwhelming. We’re so thankful for 
everything they’ve done. It was a lot 
more than I expected.”

The idea for “Hometown Support” 

By Vera Hogan
 Fenton — Although they didn’t 
make the grade the first time around, 
city of Fenton administrators are 
preparing to apply a second time 
for a Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund (MNRTF) grant. 
 The city applied for the grant 
previously in 2018. If awarded, the 
fund would have paid for Mill Pond 
Park and Fenton Trailway improve-
ments that included a kayak/canoe 
launch, new playground equipment, 
exercise equipment along the river 
walk trail and a river walk connec-
tion along the river between W. 
Caroline and Silver Lake Road.
 “Unfortunately, the application 
did not earn enough points to be 
awarded grant funding assistance,” 
said Dan Brisson, director of the 
Department of Public Works. 
 Brisson told Fenton City Council 
members Monday night that he and 

OHM, the city’s engineers, attended 
DNR workshops in Lansing to 
learn more about the 2020 funding 
programs and application process. 
 “The scoring has changed some-
what,” Brisson said. He said OHM 
and city staff are confident that a 
second application, due April 1, will 
yield favorable results for approval.
 The MNRF grant, if awarded, 
will allow up to $300,000 in grant 
assistance with a 25-percent match 
from the city. 
 “OHM has prepared a Scope 
of Engineering Services proposal 
outlining the work scope necessary 
to assist the city with a new grant 
application,” Brisson said.
 OHM’s fee for providing this 
assistance is charged on an hourly 
basis for a not-to-exceed amount 
of $3,500. The Fenton City Coun-
cil approved the expenditure at its 
Monday, Jan. 13 meeting. 

Fenton officials hoping 
second time’s a charm
nFailed to get grant applied for in 2018 but will try 
again with application assistance from engineers

Fenton hires new 
police officer
By Vera Hogan
 Fenton — After being introduced 
to the Fenton City Council on Mon-
day, Jan. 13, by Police Chief Jason 
Slater, the department’s newest of-
ficer, Cole Hopkins, 30, was sworn 
into office by Mayor Sue Osborn.
 Hopkins’ first day on the job was 
Monday, Jan. 6.
 According to Slater, Hopkins, 
who is an Ohio native, worked as 
an officer for the Livonia Police De-
partment for two-and-a-half years. 
He also served in the U.S. Army 
Reserves for six years. 
 Following the oath, Hopkins said, 
“Thank you for having me here. I 
look forward to working in the city of 
Fenton. From the first day, everyone 
has welcomed me and treated me 
like family.”
 Fenton City Council chambers 
were filled for the event with fellow 
Fenton officers and Hopkins’ family.

www.drmcgarry.com
810-735-9426 

200 Lindenwood Dr. • Linden
Mon. Tues. Wed. 11am-7pm

Thurs. 8am-3pm • Sat. by appt only

Patricia A. McGarry, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry

WE’RE YOUR STATE-OF-THE-ART, 
HOME TOWN DENTAL CARE EXPERTS!

Something 
to

about

New Patient Special

$85
Includes: Cleaning, Exam & complete set of x-rays  

(original value of $360)

started when Golden met Velazquez 
and asked what she was doing after 
high school. She said she planned to 
join the Air Force. 

“I said, ‘I’m so proud of you,’” 
Golden said. “Whenever you go into 
a business or a factory, wherever 
you’re going to be employed at, they 
will teach you what they want you to 
do for them. But what they cannot 
teach you, Cecelia, is discipline and 
respect. I said, ‘the military will teach 
you that.’”

The Holly Area Veterans Re-
source Center maintains the ribbon 
tree at Holly Elementary School, 
which showcases yellow ribbons 
for each local person serving in the 
military. The ribbon stays on the tree 
the entire time the person is in the 
service. When they leave, the ribbon 
is cut off and given to the military 
member or their family. 

Velazquez’s yellow ribbon will 
go on the tree soon. She’s the first 
woman and the 36th ribbon. She’s also the first person to be receive a 

“Hometown Support” send-off. 
Golden plans to do this for every-

one local leaving to serve, and he 
hopes these kinds of events become 
more popular nationwide.

Cecelia Velazquez shakes hands 
with Benjamin Baldwin, band director 
for the Holly High School marching 
band, after they finished playing the 
official song of the U.S. Air Force. Photo: 
Hannah Ball
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SCHOOL BUILDING
Continued from Front Page
at 7 p.m. A public hearing will be held 
before planners consider the request to 
rezone from single family residential to 
commercial. 

The old Holly Area Schools admin-
istration building at 111 College St. was 
purchased by Cari Cucksey, her husband, 
Vince Iafano, and a partner in 2016 from 
The River Church. The River Church 

Cari Cucksey, her husband and another 
business partner are moving forward 
with the rehabilitation of the school 
building at 111 College St., which they 
purchased in 2016. Submitted photo

bought it from the school district in 2007. 
Cucksey, a 1993 graduate of Fenton 

High School, is best known for hosting 
“Cash & Cari” on HGTV. She moved to 
Holly with Iafano, in 2015, after purchas-
ing the historic downtown building that 
once housed the Holly Village offices. 
She now runs her businesses, the RePur-
pose Shop, and an event venue called The 
Vault, and resides in the building.

Originally, Cucksey, her husband and 
partner planned to rehabilitate the build-
ing into a mixed-use boutique hotel, 
banquet center and speakeasy pub. They 
hoped to be completed and open by the 
end of 2018.

This week, Cucksey said they are defi-
nitely moving forward with the project, 
with one change. 

“We plan to do it in phases. It is a big 
project,” she said. “Our plan is to build 
an event venue and boutique hotel. But 
probably not a speakeasy pub.”

Katy Golden, director of Holly’s 
Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA) and assistant village manager, 
said, “They are actively working on 
rehabilitating the building.  As a village, 
we are excited to see development in 
that building.  It has been vacant and 

deteriorating for many years.  Vince and 
Cari are making significant investments 
in the building and property.”

When the plans for this project were 
first revealed in December 2017, Village 
Manager Jerry Walker said, “We are in 
desperate need of hotel rooms in the vil-
lage with all the events occurring in and 
around us. This could really become a 
destination location. There are some chal-
lenges for sure being in a residential area 

Times file photo

but nothing that cannot be accommodated 
with a true team effort from all involved 
in the process, including the neighbors 
who are critical to the project’s success.”

There was one other purchase agree-
ment for the property. The first developer’s 
intentions were to demolish two-thirds of 
the building, leaving only the two-story 
portion standing and they proposed to 
construct condominiums around the 
perimeter of the property,” Walker said. 
“This would have been tragic as all the his-
tory to the building would have been lost.” 

The proposed demo portion was the 
single-story sections that were the old-
est and designed by world-renowned 
architects of school buildings during that 
time period. 

Walker said, “The current develop-
ers are anxious to work with the Holly 
Area Schools in preserving not only the 
properties history but also the school’s 
history and the students who previously 
attended there.”

Building information

•	 Built	in	1913	(original	stucco),		
 1927 and 1954
•	 Former	college,	school		
 house, administration   
 building and church
•		Total	44,000	square	feet
•	 Building	to	be	100-percent		
 restored, preserving all  
 original architecture
•		The	project	will	create			
 multiple construction and full- 
 time jobs when completed.

FAKE MONEY
Continued from Front Page
number and have a white strip on the 
backside of the bill. 

According to Holly Police Chief Jerry 
Narsh, those who pass fake bills will usu-
ally try to make a purchase for a small 
amount in order to get a large amount of 
change to “launder” the bill and get clean 
currency. They will often attempt to pass 
them at a busy time or when there are 
several customers waiting to rush a cashier. 

Video surveillance indicates the pictured 
suspect was assisted by two black females, 

a younger woman with long braids and a 
second female in her 40s, heavy set and 
wearing a wig. All three suspects entered 
a white possible Ford Explorer and drove 
away from the area. 

If you believe you have been victimized 
and have a bill in your possession, call the 
police department that services your area 
and file a report. If you have informa-
tion about the crime or the identity of the 
suspects, please call the dispatch center to 
speak with an officer at (248) 858-4911 
or the Holly Police Department at (248) 
634-8221. 
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Mark McCabe

judgeAsk the
67th District Court

nHolly’s stalled 
development coming back 
to life after 16 years 
By Tim Jagielo

Holly Twp. — On any given day, both 
Riverside North and Riverside South sub-
divisions will be abuzz with construction 
work, even with the winter cold. 

Little by little, these once stagnant 
neighborhoods are coming to life after 
a long lull precipitated by the past reces-
sion. 

These properties off Grange Hall Road 
were among several unfinished subdivi-
sions kicked off in the early 2000s that 
sat as reminders of the recession and a 
slowed economy. 

The Holly subdivision issue spawned 
public discord, petitions, bonds, water use 

fees and even talks of annexation by the 
village to extend police and snow removal 
services to the township property.

“The economy’s turned around,” said 
Holly Township Supervisor George 
Kullis. “Home values have caught up 
with the market … a lot of things are 
turning around and people are feeling 
confident, and people are building and 
selling homes.”

The development was generally 
known as the “Silverman-Pulte” project. 
Pulte Homes is no longer handling con-
struction. Horizon Homes is building on 
Riverside North and Clearview Homes 
is handling Riverside South, according 
to Kullis.

Riverside North had seven homes 
before this resurgence, Kullis said. To-
day there are 30 homes and six under 
construction. Riverside Gardens on the 
south side of Grange Hall Road has six 
new homes and seven under construction, 
said Kullis.

The subdivisions are in Holly Town-
ship, with Holly Village water and sewer 
service. Every new user on the village 

water and sewer systems eventually helps 
lessen user fees for all village residents. 

A BRIEF SITE HISTORY
2002 — Plans for development are ap-
proved. 

Attorney Dale Smith was the Holly 
Township supervisor at the time. 
“The economic climate was very 
strong in the early 2000s,” Smith 
said. “Real property values were 
very high and there was a true need 
for additional housing in light of the 
multiple job opportunities in northern 
Oakland County in particular.”
2004 — The project led in part to a 
$13 million expansion to the exist-
ing wastewater treatment plant on 
Airport Drive. According to a 2004 
Times article, the expanded facility 
would service the new “Pulte subdivi-
sion” along Grange Hall Road. 

Trouble started in late 2004, when 
the development of the north side of 
the project was halted. According 
to a 2004 Times article, the prop-
erty owned by The Silverman Group 
(Company) was to be developed by 
Pulte Homes. There were 800 new 
homes, condominiums and even 
shopping centers planned for con-
struction. 

The “current market” was one rea-
son cited by the owner of Silverman 
at the time. 

Smith said he can blame the failure 
of the project on the banking industry 
and “glut” of sub-prime loans. The 
problem ended up falling on village 
residents. The $13 million expansion 
was funded by bonds, which eventu-
ally had to be paid back. 

Municipal water systems are 
purely user supported and without 

See RIVERSIDE on 9

nHolly’s stalled fees and even talks of annexation by the 

Riverside’s revival

ELEVEN ANIMALS DIE IN GAINES 
TOWNSHIP BARN FIRE

Ten cows and one horse died in a barn 
fire early Monday morning in Gaines Town-
ship. Fenton Township Fire Chief Ryan 
Volz said his department responded to 
the 911 call at 12:43 a.m., Monday, Jan. 
13. A barn in the 11100 block of Hogan 
Road, just south of W. Ray Road,  caught 
fire. Volz said the fire spread quickly and 
was brought under control at 1:35 a.m. The 
cause of the fire is unknown at this time, 
however, it remains under investigation. 
Aside from Gaines Township and Fenton 
Township fire departments, Fenton and 
Linden cities as well as Mundy Township 
assisted through mutual aid. 
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The Genesee County Bar 
Association Lawyer Referral 
Service

One of the proudest days of my life 
was Nov. 9, 1976, when I was sworn in 
as a new lawyer and officially became 
a member of the State Bar of Michigan.

It was an exciting time and within a 
very few days I decided to also join the 
local Genesee County Bar Association 
(GCBA).

For those who don’t know, 
membership in the State Bar is mandatory 
for all lawyers while membership in the 
GCBA is voluntary.

Why did I join? The simple answer 
is that I wanted to be a part of an 
organization that could help me get 
started as a new attorney and have 
the opportunity to meet attorneys 
who certainly knew much more about 
how the practice of law worked in real 
life terms.

I have been a member ever since 
and have benefited greatly in a 
number of ways. 

The GCBA has grown immensely 
since 1976 in both numbers and 
services and has a website gcbalaw.
org, which contains information for not 
only the membership but also the public.

I won’t detail it all here, but today I 
want to talk about one of the services 
that the GCBA offers to the public called 
the Lawyer Referral Service.

It started in 1977 and is for those 
who don’t have an attorney, need legal 
advice and/or representation, and is 
comprised of a panel of lawyers who 
have various legal specialties. When you 
call the service, you’re asked questions 
about your legal matter and then 
referred to a lawyer who has expertise 
in that area of the law.

There is a $30 charge payable to 
the GCBA Lawyer Referral Service for 
a one half hour consultation. This fee 
helps defray the costs of running the 
program.

At the end of the appointment, you 
decide if your legal questions have 
been sufficiently answered or if you 
want to retain the lawyer.

All of the panel attorneys have a deep 
commitment to the law.

I could go on about Lawyer Referral 
but I won’t. Suffice it to say that the 
website has much more information. 
The phone number is (810) 232-6012.

I could not be prouder to be a 
member of the GCBA.

PROFESSIONAL • AFFORDABLE • QUICK

Many Happy Returns…
BRING IN THIS AD FOR

$30 OFF
YOUR TAX PREP FEES

- New Clients Only- Coupon good through 4/15/20

• Individual & Business Taxes
• Electronic Filing
• Affordable Rates
• New Business Start-Ups
• Certified QuickBooks Pro Advisor

COOK ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm • Sat. 10am-3pm • evenings by appointment

10441 Denton Hill • Fenton • 810-714-3711

ASK ABOUT
FIRST 

RESPONDER 
DISCOUNTS
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CRIME REPORT
Continued from Front Page
from 2019. 

City of Fenton, provided by Lt. Jeff 
Cross

Police report 106 incidents of OWIs 
and OUIDs (operating while under the 
influence of drugs) in 2019, compared 
with 71 incidents in 2018. 

Retail fraud continues to be one of 
Fenton’s most common crimes, with 96 
incidents in 2019, compared to 100 in 
2018. There were 61 other fraud reports 
last year and 71 in 2018. 

Larceny from auto cases increased 
from 28 to 31, and car thefts dropped 
from 11 in 2018 to five in 2019. 

There were 63 incidents of assault 
in 2019, a small increase from the 61 
the year prior. 

Police responded to 24 drug-related 
offenses in 2019. Criminal sexual con-
duct cases saw a slight increase of 13 
in 2018 to 16 in 2019, and breaking 
and entering incidents decreased from 
23 to 18. 

Police report three cases of stalking, 
one arson case and zero cases of homi-
cide for 2019. 

Fenton Township, provided by Gen-
esee County Interim Sheriff Chris 
Swanson
 Retail fraud was the most common 
crime in the township in 2019 with 109 
incidents, followed by assaults at 94. 
Police report 62 cases of larceny and lar-
ceny from auto, 32 OWIs, 11 breaking 
and entering cases, and eight criminal 
sexual conduct cases. There were four 
drug related offenses, one arson case, 
one stalking case and zero homicides. 

Linden, provided by Police Chief 
Scott Sutter
 In 2019, Linden’s most common 
crime was assault at 11, an increase 
from nine in 2018. The number of lar-
cenies stayed the same at nine. Officers 
responded to four incidents of OWIs 
in 2019. 
 The city had three cases of larceny 
from autos (nine in 2018), three cases 
of retail fraud (zero in 2018) and one 
report of breaking and entering in 2019 
(four in 2018). Sutter reported no cases 
of homicide, criminal sexual conduct 
or car theft. 

Argentine Township, provided by 

Police Chief Daniel Allen
 Police report 38 cases of OWIs, 17 
fraud cases, 14 assaults, and 11 drug of-
fenses. There were 11 reports of damage 
to property, nine reports of larceny, eight 
reports of breaking and entering and five 
cases of larceny from autos. The town-
ship had five cases of criminal sexual 
conduct, three stolen vehicles, one retail 
fraud, one arson and zero homicides.
 
Holly Township, provided by F/Lt. 
Michael Shaw of the Michigan State 
Police
 In 2019, the MSP reported 25 cases 
of assault (aggravated and non-aggra-
vated), 21 cases of OWIs, 11 cases of 
breaking and entering, and 10 cases of 
larceny and larceny from auto.
 There were eight cases of retail fraud, 
four cases of stalking, four cases of 
drug-related offenses and three cases 
of criminal sexual conduct. MSP re-
ports zero cases of car theft, arson or 
homicide. 

Holly Village, provided by Police 
Chief Jerry Narsh
 The village experienced 25 incidents 
of larceny and larceny from autos in 

2019 compared to 39 in 2018, the most 
significant drop in a crime category. 
Assaults decreased from 33 in 2018 to 
22 in 2019 and drug-related offenses 
increased from seven to 20. Retail fraud 
numbers almost remained the same at 
14 in 2018 and 15 in 2019. 

There were 13 cases of breaking 
and entering in 2019, compared to 10 
in 2018. Police reported eight cases of 
criminal sexual conduct in 2019 and 
five in 2018. OWIs decreased from nine 
to four in that time period. Vehicle theft 
decreased from two to one. 

Arson cases decreased from two to 
zero, and police report zero cases of 
homicides or stalking in either year.

nRecent 20-cent per hour bump 
in pay impacts approximately 3 
percent of workers 
By Tim Jagielo

On Jan. 1, Michigan’s minimum wage 
increased from $9.45 per hour to $9.65 
per hour. Tipped workers’ minimum wage 
increased from $3.59 to $3.67. This is part 
of the gradual increase set in Public Act 
337 of 2018, also known as the Improved 
Workforce Opportunity Wage Act. The 
next increase is in January 2021 to $9.87 
and $3.75 (tipped workers), according to 
the Michigan Department of Licensing and 
Regulatory Affairs (LARA).

The federal minimum wage is $7.25 
an hour. About half of U.S. states have 
higher than federal minimum wage, and 
Michigan sits near the middle in regards 
to hourly pay. Some states have lower 
minimum wage than the federal amount. 
Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, South 
Carolina and Tennessee have no minimum 

wage laws. Wyoming’s minimum wage is 
$5.15. According to the U.S. Department of 
Labor (DOL), workers receive the higher 
of the two. According to the DOL, tipped 
workers report making less than non-tipped 
workers. 

While this increase is good news for 
minimum wage workers, just 2.7 percent of 
hourly workers made the federal minimum 
wage or less, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics in 2016.

Chris Douglas, University of Michi-
gan-Flint associate professor of econom-
ics, said this increase will only impact a 
small amount of the working population, 
if the goal in fact, is to help those on the 
poverty line. 

Some businesses pay higher than state 
wage due to the market. According to 
salary.com, the median fast food worker 
in Michigan makes $11.47 an hour or 
$22,020 annually in late 2019. 

Whenever there is an increase, there are 
concerns about minimum wage depress-

State’s lowest paid 
workers see pay increase

ing hiring or leading to the automation of 
jobs, Douglas said. In short, it could have a 
negative unintended consequence of low-
ering employment for people in this job 
market. While a controversial viewpoint, 
he said some economists don’t agree 
with this. Douglas said that because the 
economy is strong, and that the increase is 
gradual at about $.22 per year, it’s unlikely 
to have such a negative impact. 

If the increase was more dramatic in a 
weak economy, such as quickly increasing 
to $12 or $15 an hour, it could hurt the 

profit margins enough for a business to 
increase prices or automate jobs. 

Douglas said the goal for a wage 
increase is to increase the pay for those 
closest to the poverty line. A single, child-
less adult making $12,490 annually is 
making poverty wages according to the 
2019 U.S. Federal Poverty Guidelines. 
This translates to about $6.50 per hour 
for a 40-hour week. Douglas believes 
that minimum wage increases are a 
“blunt instrument” for helping those 
close to poverty.

Olivia Beadner, 17, 
of  Grand Blanc 
Township, sweeps 
the floors at Uncle 
Ray’s  Dai ry land 
in July 2019. This 
is Beadner’s first 
job. The average 
fast food workers 
make more than the 
Michigan minimum 
wage. Times file photo

TO ADD TO the Boy Scout’s 
suggestion for the LaJoice property, 
we could really use a place for teens 
and young adults to hang out. Healthy 
food, coffees, a small theater, open 
mic nights, trivia nights, etc. There’s 
nothing like that to do in this town for 
the younger crowd.

nnn

HOT LINE CONTINUED
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RIVERSIDE
Continued from Page 7
the 900 additional users paying for 
the system, that share fell back on 
remaining users in the village and the 
new neighborhoods. 
 Before the new development, there 
were more than 2,400 village water 
users. 
2007 — The development was “sag-
ging,” according to Times records, and 
existing residents were already feeling 
the sting of higher water bills. While 
some parts of the development were 
successful, others were slowing down.
2009 — Joint meetings are held to 
discuss extending police and other 
municipal services to the subdivision 
through annexing it from the town-
ship. It didn’t happen.
2011 — The village instituted flat 
water system user fees for all us-
ers, whether residents, schools or 

businesses. Residents saw their bill 
increase by $48.
2012  —  Holly Village sues Silverman 
Properties over the unused water taps. 
2013 — Holly Village claims a legal 
victory over Silverman with a summa-
ry judgment and a $100,000 payment. 
2014 — By this time, just 271 of the 
900 proposed homes were built. 
2017 — Holly Village resident Heidi 
Gumbleton brings a class action law-
suit against Holly Village for water 
fees. The case was argued by Smith 
as her attorney. It was ultimately dis-
missed “to a lack of merit,” but cost the 
village more than $200,000 to defend. 
2019 — Holly Village and Riverside 
residents pay an extra $37.05 for the 
bond debt service, which is less than 
previous years. Village Manager Jerry 
Walker said the fees will be recalcu-
lated in March.
2020   — More than 10 homes are un-
der construction in the subdivisions.

UNLAWFUL POSTING OF EXPLICIT 
MATERIAL IN HOLLY
At 3:44 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 9, a Holly 
woman reported to Holly police that she 
ended a relationship with a male friend 
in 2019. She received information that 
her former boyfriend’s new girlfriend had 
posted explicit photos of her on the internet 
that were in the possession of the former 
boyfriend. Holly police are investigating. 
Michigan law 750.145e protects persons 
from this activity and makes it criminal 
behavior. 

LARCENY FROM VEHICLES IN HOLLY
Two separate victims reported their vehi-
cles were entered sometime after midnight 
on Saturday, Jan. 11 and items of value 
removed. Both homes are in the 4000 
block of Grange Hall Road. There was an 
attempt made by the suspect to use one 
of the stolen bank cards at a device that 
has video. Holly police are following up 
to obtain the video and identify the thief. 
Police advise everyone to lock all vehicle 
doors, even on private property and make 
sure valuables are either removed from the 

COMPILED BY SHARON STONE
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vehicles or not in plain view to help reduce 
the opportunity to be a larceny victim.

MISDEMEANOR WARRANT ARREST 
IN HOLLY
Holly police came in contact with a person 
in a vehicle parked in a business lot on 
N. Holly Road at 4:38 p.m. on Saturday, 
Jan. 11. The 37-year-old Holly woman 
had multiple warrants for her arrest from a 
neighboring community. Holly officers took 
her into custody on the warrants and turned 
her over to the warrant holding agency.

Compiled by Sharon Stone
After a successful first year, the city 

of Fenton Arts & Culture Commission 
(FACC) is bringing back the Cabin 
Fever Concert Series for winter 2020. 
Cabin Fever will be held at the Fenton 
Community & Cultural Center (FCCC) 
on Thursday, Jan. 30, Feb. 27 and March 
12, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

“I’m very excited for this year’s 
concert line-up,” said Eric Szczepanski, 
Cabin Fever concert chair and FACC 
board member. “Joining us this year is 
Kristen & Andrew Music, Mike Espy 
and the Vehicle City All-Stars, and Fin-
varra’s Wren.” 

Kristen & Andrew Music are a musi-
cal duo from Livingston County. They 
cover a variety of musical styles from 
country, rock and oldies. They will kick 
off Cabin Fever on Jan. 30 in the FCCC 
VanGilder Room. Tickets are $10 each.

Michael Espy & The Vehicle City 
All-Stars are a rhythm and blues band 
comprised of artists from around the 
Flint and Genesee County area. The 
group will perform Feb. 27 in the FCCC 
Recreation Room. Tickets are $10 each. 

Finvarra’s Wren, an Irish quartet from 

Detroit, are known for their intense 
dedication to their instruments and west 
coast Ireland sound. They’ll close out 
Cabin Fever with a free — family and 
kid-friendly concert March 12 in the 
FCCC’s main hall. 

Tickets are on sale at Fenton’s Open 
Book, FCCC Office (cash only) and 
online through Eventbrite at FentonArts.
eventbrite.com. Tickets include a special 
coupon offer for Free Focaccia Cheese 
Bread with purchase of large pizza at the 
Fenton Winery & Brewery (dine-in only 
and must present ticket). 

“The proceeds will be used to offset 
concert costs and help us leverage match-
ing grants for programs like Cabin Fever, 
Meet the Author, and summer arts camps 
for children,” said Pat Lockwood, mayor 
pro-tem and FACC chairwoman.

Cabin Fever is sponsored by the city 
of Fenton Downtown Development Au-
thority, Fenton Community and Cultural 
Center, Fenton Winery & Brewery, The 
State Bank, and The ACE of Fenton. 
The FACC is also supported in part by a 
matching grant from Share Art Genesee, 
which is funded by the Genesee County 
Arts Education and Cultural Millage. 

Cure for ‘Cabin Fever’ 2020
nWinter concert series features acoustic duo, 
blues band and Irish quartet

HOT LINE CONTINUED
IT’S 8 AM. Sunday morning. Oakland 
County roads are fine. Genesee County 
roads are terrible. New leader needed.

nnn

CITY HALL EMPLOYEE told me the 
bathrooms at Bush Park are going to 
be removed because of vandalism 
and ‘mess.’ Portables will be placed.

nnn

THANK YOU ALEXANDRA and 
Kristopher for blessing me with a 
beautiful and perfect grandson last 
week. I love you all.

nnn

I CAN’T BELIEVE Meghan Markle 
is moving to Canada and not Fenton. 
Shame.

Everything you need to know...
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Dutchess
I’m an 8-year-old Lab mix 
looking for a new family to 
spend my best years with.

Scooby
I’m a sweet and playful 
young man! I’m good 

with other animals.

Who will take us 
MH E?E?EOMOMHOH

13575 Fenton Rd • Fenton
www.adoptapetfenton.com

810-629-0723
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday 12pm-5pm

Thursday 12-7 • Sunday by appointment
Closed Monday & Wednesday

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

Vale Royal Barn & Inn 
11009 Old US 23 • Fenton

810.265.8481 • thevaleroyalbarn.com

Fenton Veterinary Clinic
14115 N. Fenton Rd. • Fenton

810-629-1564 Follow 
us on 
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Fenton’s Lainesse leads our area football squad Blue Devils collect 
first win of year

L a k e  Fe n t o n ’ s  
Landon Verhel le 
scored nine points 
in a win against 
Owosso. Times photo: 
Mark Bolen

By David Troppens
 The Lake Fenton varsity boys basket-
ball team has worked hard.
 The Blue Devils have had plenty of 
games where they had a great chance to 
earn a victory.
 However, five games into the season 
the squad still 
was looking for 
its first victory.
 That string 
ended on Friday. 
The Blue Devils 
dominated the 
final three quar-
ters of their road 
contest, earning 
a 66-47 victory 
against Owosso.
 “Obviously 
getting a win 
means a lot,” 
Lake Fenton 
varsity boys 
basketball coach 
Josh Fox said. 
“They have put 
so much hard 
work into it and 
they finally were 
able to see the 
reward and get the win. The adversity 
they have felt with the losses, no one has 
ever come into practices defeated. They 
saw what we were trying to do, worked 
hard and I give them full credit.”
 The Blue Devils trailed 14-9 after one 
quarter, but steadily took control of the 
contest. Francis Senter and Matt Turgeon 
led the charge from off the bench, com-
bining for 31 team points. 

CONTINUED AT
 TCTIMES.COM

Lund heats up, leads Eagles by Dragons

Linden’s Blake Lund (center) scored 29 points 
in the Eagles’ victory against the Swartz Creek 
Dragons. Times photo: Mark Bolen

By David Troppens
 Linden — Blake Lund is different 
than many other star players on their 
prep basketball teams.
 There are times while watching 
a Linden varsity boys basketball 
game it’s easy to forget he’s on the 
court. Sometimes other teammates 
are hot or maybe a foe is playing 
strong defense against Linden’s ju-
nior perimeter shooting wizard so 
his point production doesn’t grow 
considerably high. 
 But just because he’s quiet for five 
minutes, 10 minutes or even for a 
full half, that doesn’t mean Lund will 
remain quiet. In fact, in most cases 
that’s the best indication the eventual 
hot streak is about to surface.
 That was the scenario during Lin-
den’s 61-47 victory at home against 
the Swartz Creek Dragons. Lund had 
hit just one bucket in the first half. He 
had just five first-half points as Lin-

den held on to a 24-21 halftime lead 
against the visiting Swartz Creek 
Dragons.
 However, the third quarter was 
a different story.  Lund hit on 5-of-
9 field goals, including four three-
pointers, scoring 18 of his game-high 
29 points during the eight-minute 
session. During the run, he put 
Swartz Creek’s top offensive player, 
Terrian Armstrong, in foul trouble 
and put the Eagles ahead 46-33 en-
tering the final period. Swartz Creek 
would cut into the lead during the 
fourth quarter, but would never lead 
again as the Eagles (5-1) remain the 
only undefeated in Metro League 
Stripes Division (3-0) play.
 The biggest Lund buckets came 
right after Swartz Creek’s Christo-
pher Gill tied the game up at 24-24 
with a three-pointer just 36 seconds 
into the third quarter. 

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

2019 Football Player 
of the Year

 Jaden Lainesse

Rest of 2019 football 
team is on Page 12.

By David Troppens
 Jaden Lainesse entered the Fenton 
varsity football season with one primary 
individual goal.
 “I wanted to get as many tackles as 
possible,” Lainesse said. “I wanted 
to help out however I could. When I 
missed the first week (a loss against 

Davison) due to mono, it was 
hard watching them play and 
not being on the field. Once I 
got back, I was eager to do the 
best I possibly could because I 
knew it was my last year play-

ing high school football.”
 Lainesse, a linebacker, 

did plenty to help the Tigers. With him 
in the lineup, the Tigers never lost a regu-
lar season contest, and helped the Tigers’ 
defense allow just 83 points over the next 
eight regular season contests. But as the 
year continued he started making more of 
an impact with the Tigers’ running game.

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM
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Fenton girls stung by Kearsley Hornets

Spencer opens 2020 with first 
bout of year on FOX Saturday
By David Troppens

Joey Spencer has made a name for 
himself in the boxing world.

In two years, he’s posted a 9-0 pro-
fessional record, knocking out seven 
of his foes. Of course, eight of the 
Linden teenager’s fights have been on 
national television as well.

Recently, for the second straight 
year, Spencer was voted by boxing 
fans as the Premier Boxing Champi-
ons Prospect of the Year.

And now, Spencer is getting another 
chance to climb the professional lad-
der again when he faces Erik Spring 
on Fox Network on Saturday at 8 p.m. 
The bout at Philadelphia’s Liacouras 
Centers is scheduled for six rounds.

Saturday’s bout will represent 
Spencer’s most experienced and sea-
soned professional foe of his career.  
Spencer’s first nine opponents have 
combined to win 29 bouts (an average 
of less than three victories each). 

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

Linden resident Joey Spencer (right) will 
be facing his highest rated professional 
opponent on Saturday when he faces 
Erik Spring. The bout will be on FOX 
with bouts starting at 8 p.m. File photo

By David Troppens
Early on, it didn’t look like the Fen-

ton Tigers were in any position to earn 
their third varsity boys basketball vic-
tory of the season at Kearsley.

The Tigers trailed 15-0 early on and 
still trailed 18-3 after one quarter.

However, the Tigers rebounded, 
took the lead and held on down the 
stretch, earning a 48-47 Metro League 
victory.

“We didn’t make any shots early 
on,” Fenton varsity boys basketball 
coach Chad Logan said. “We didn’t 
take bad shots, but we didn’t make 
them.”

After the slow start, the shots start-
ed going in. Fenton trailed just 22-18 
by halftime and led 36-32 by the end 
of the third quarter. Down the stretch, 
the Tigers had a nice lead but were 
unable to make free throws when they 
needed to in order to ice the game. 
The Tigers missed three front ends of 
one-and-ones, allowing Kearsley to 
cut the gap to 48-47. Kearsley had a 
shot at earning the win, but the initial 

Tigers win thriller vs. Kearsley

 The Fenton varsity girls basketball 
team is looking for some more offense.
 The Tigers played a strong Flint 
Kearsley opponent on the road Friday 

night,  and played well. However, Ke-
arsley remained undefeated in Metro 
League Stripes Division play by beat-
ing the Tigers 46-37.

 A slow start cost the Holly varsity 
girls basketball team Friday night. 
 Flushing jumped to a 16-3 lead after 
one quarter, eventually resulting in a 

53-29 victory against the Bronchos.
 Holly scored 12 points in the second 
quarter, but Flushing scored another 
21 points.

Holly girls basketball loses to Flushing, 53-29

Linden girls struggle vs. Swartz Creek Dragons
 Linden — The Lin-
den varsity girls basket-
ball team has struggled 
to score points in recent 
weeks.
 That trend continued on 
Friday.
 Linden scored only 14 
points over the first 24 
minutes of the Eagles’ 
contest against Swartz 
Creek, resulting in a 67-25 

loss.
 The Eagles (1-6) scored 
at least 32 points in each of 
their first four games, but 
have been held to 26 or 
less in each of their most 
recent three contests.
 Meanwhile, the Drag-
ons (4-3) have only scored 
less than 40 points once 
this season and that trend 
continued Friday night. 

Fenton’s Addison McIntosh led the 
Tigers with 13 points in a 48-47 victory 
against Kearsley. Times photo: Mark Bolen

shot was missed. However, Kearsley 
got the offensive rebound and a put-
back attempt was missed as well.

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

Order reprints of photos and stories 
that ran in your Tri-County Times. 

Many sizes and options available to 
choose from. Call us today!

(810) 433-6797

8X10 
STORY & 
PHOTO

(Print Laminate)

$13

ORDER YOUR PIECE OF
SPORTS HISTORY
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2019 TRI-COUNTY FOOTBALL TEAM
Player of the Year Position   School All-State 
Jaden Lainesse  Linebacker/Running back Fenton  
 Comment: Lainesse was one of the Tigers’ strong two-way players who 
spent most of his playing time at linebacker. He had 75 tackles, including 29 
of the solo variety. As the year went on he had a stronger role on offense, 
rushing for 367 yards and eight TDs.  
Rest of first team Position  School  All-State 
Josh Thompson  O-line  Fenton  HMent - AP 
Mike Miller  O-line  Fenton   
Jensen Walker  O-line  Holly  HMent - AP 
Ben Muenzer  O-line  Lake Fenton 
Michael O’Brien  O-line  Lake Fenton HM - FC 
Dylan Davidson  Quarterback Fenton 
Colby Kohmescher Quarterback Linden  
Brandon Miller  Running back Fenton  
James Hamilton  R Back/D End Lake Fenton  
Seeger DeGayner  End/Linebacker Linden 
Brenden Miller  End  Linden 
Lucas Claborn  End  Fenton 
Ryan Miller  End  Fenton 
Braden Moore  Kicker  Fenton  First-AP, HM - FC 
Austin Henard  Defensive end Fenton  HMent - FC 
Will Smith  D-line  Fenton 
Cole Patterson  D-line  Fenton 
Kolten Steele  Linebacker Holly 
Kaleb Anderson  Linebacker Fenton 
Steven Bloss  Secondary Fenton 
Brady Triola  Secondary Fenton 
Ryan Miiler  Secondary Fenton 
Brenden Miller  Secondary Linden 
 Note: The players on the team and the Player of the Year were selected by 
the sports staff, with the aid of the all-league teams. Two All-State teams are 
recognized here — The Associated Press (AP) and the Michigan High School 
Coaches Association (FC). Players are listed based on position and not in any 
other particular order. 

LFLF gymnastics team competes in recent meets
By David Troppens

The Linden/Fenton/Lake Fenton 
gymnastics team competed against 
Fowlerville/Byron recently and posted 
a solid team score of 135.9.

They also competed against Holt in a 
recent dual meet and had a team score 
of 132.05.

Against Fowlerville/Byron, Apryl 
Smith led the LFLF squad by posting 
two of the team’s top scores. She led the 
team on the beam with a score of 9.475. 

She also had the team’s best score on 
the vault as well. She also had counting 
scorers in the bars and the floor.
 Lauren Hayden also had two of the 
team’s top scores. She led the squad on 
the floor with a score of 9.025. She also 
had the team’s top score on the bars 
while posting a team-qualifying score 
on the beam and the vault (9.175).
 The LFLF team had a strong show-
ing on the beam. Maty Temrowski had 
a score of 9.275 on the beam while Av-

ery Miller also had a counting score on 
the beam. 
 Temrowski had a team-qualifying 
score in all four events as did Miller.
 Against Holt, Smith had a 9.2 on the 
beam, leading the squad in the event. 
She also had the team’s top score on 
the floor.

LFLF gymnast Avery Miller competes 
during a recent competition. Times photo: 
Christopher Summers

By David Troppens
 Holly’s varsity boys basketball 
team looked ready to suffer a defeat 
Friday night.
 The Bronchos trailed 51-38 with 
4:40 to go. That’s about the time op-
posing fans start cheering “warm up 
the bus” to the visiting team facing 
that deficit.
 However, the Bronchos made an 
improbable comeback. Holly out-
scored Flushing 19-4 the rest of the 

way and earned a thrilling 57-55 
come-from-behind-victory.
 “It was a great game,” Holly var-
sity boys basketball coach Steve De-
hart said. “It was really exciting. It 
was a very good win for the team. 
Going in there, they were 3-2 and 
we were 2-3, so both of us are 3-3 
this season. Obviously, I like to be 
4-2 or 5-1 even, but I think we’re 
playing better.”

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM

Holly boys heat up in fourth, earn victory LF girls earn another blowout win
By David Troppens
 It would be an understatement to say 
the first two games of Lake Fenton’s 
varsity girls basketball team’s 2020 
portion of the schedule has gone well.
 They went much better than that.
 For the second time during the 
week, the Blue Devils earned mercy-
victory, defeating Owosso 73-22 Fri-

day night. The Blue Devils also earned 
the 40-point continuous clock mercy 
win against Linden (69-26) Tuesday.
 “It was a solid trip and a solid 
night for playing time,” Lake Fenton 
varsity girls basketball coach Brian 
VanBuren said. 

CONTINUED AT TCTIMES.COM
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PATRICIA A. MCGARRY, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

200 Lindenwood Dr. • Linden
www.drmcgarry.com • 810-735-9426

Who will take me
MH E?E?EOMOMHOH

13575 Fenton Rd. • Fenton
www.adoptapetfenton.com

810-629-0723

I’m about 2 years old 
and I’m the perfect 

couch potato! Anna
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Apartments for Rent

Apartments for Rent

LINDEN-FENTON 
TWO BEDROOM 
1st floor close to park and 
lake. Heat included, no dogs. 
$695 per month. 810-735-
1900. 

Homes for Rent

TWO BEDROOM 
IN FENTON 
with attached garage, recent 
updates, $900 monthly plus 
utilities, security deposit. 
Call 614-203-5303. 

1 bedroom $600
2 bedroom $700

810-629-5871

In Fenton

LaFonda
Apartments

CALL FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

EHO

www.lafondafenton.com

Pets

GOLDEN RETRIEVER 
PUPPIES 

Ready January 15th, 
$450. 

Call 810-347-6743. 

Employment Wanted Cars for Sale

2014 
TOYOTA CAMRY 
Fully loaded, with 

navigation system, actual 
miles 21,044, one owner, 

$14,000 OBO. 
Call 810-629-8729 
or 810-701-9475. 

HOUSEKEEPING DONE 
by two down home 
women, GREAT prices 
GREAT work, trustworthy, 
hard workers! 
Call 810-347-4345.

ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
PUBLISHED 
in the Tri-County Times are 
subject to approval before 
publication. We reserve the 
right to edit, refuse, reject 
or cancel any ad at any time.

Job Openings
Help WantedHelp Wanted Help Wanted

DIRECT CARE WORKERS 
NEEDED IN FENTON AREA 

DIRECT CARE WORKERS NEEDED! $11.00 per hour to 
start, Direct Care Workers interested in providing 
services for people with special needs. There are 

rewarding positions serving persons with special needs 
in their homes or in group homes. Positions available 

in Oakland, Macomb, Washtenaw and Wayne Counties. 
Requirements: Must be at least 18 years of age, have 

a clear criminal record, have dependable transportation, 
must be responsible and committed, available for 

Mandatory stay, be willing to learn and take direction, 
work well with others. Be available for training if you are 
not fully trained already. Compensation: Paid training, 

medical, dental, vision, paid time off. 
To Apply: Call 734-458-8140 between 9:00am-3:00pm. 
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org, mail resume 

to: 36141 Schoolcraft Rd. Livonia, Mi 48150 
or fax resume to: 734-855-4200. 

ASSOCIATE FOR 
CUSTOMER PHONE 
sales, reordering, listing, 
packing, painting and 
shipping parts and small 
assemblies. Two positions 
full or part-time. If two or 
more of these are you send 
resume to jim@renovoparts.
com. 

PART-TIME POSITION IN 
FENTON AREA 
for person with passion for 
alternative holistic health 
and nutrition. Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and two 
Saturdays a month. Send a 
letter of intent and resume 
to ohv123@att.net. 

WEEKEND PAPER HELP WANTED DEADLINES
Display Ads: Wednesday 3 p.m. Line Ads: Noon Thursday

MIDWEEK PAPER HELP WANTED DEADLINES
Display Ads: Monday 3 p.m. Line Ads: Noon Tuesday

To advertise your 

JOB OPENING
call 810-629-8282

Real Estate
Real Estate

ALL REAL ESTATE 
ADVERTISING 
in this newspaper is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color, 
religion or national origin, 
or an intention to make 
any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination. 
This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

CHECK YOUR AD! Report errors immediately. 
The Tri-County Times will only be responsible 

for the first day of incorrect publication.

INTERESTING,
ENTERTAINING, INFORMATIVE.

The Tri-County Times daily news source.

The Tri-County Times Daily Edition
FEATURING: Breaking News Stories 

Classifieds • Obituaries • Feature Stories
myfenton.com



myfenton.com 14  Wednesday, January 15, 2020 MIDWEEK TIMES

myfenton.com

Obituaries 
updated 

daily online

online
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view
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VINYL
FENCING

735-7967

•  Splinter free 
•  Never needs painting 
•  Tougher than wood, 
 but flexes upon impact 
•  Looks new year-round 
•  Lifetime warranty on 
 most vinyl products

Specializing in 
wood and chain link also

Ask about our low-cost 
LABOR-ONLY CHARGE!

FENCING FLOORING

HARVEY
Hardwood Floors

INSTALLATION | SANDING | REFINISHING

New & Old Floors

20 Years Experience | Licensed | Insured

Charles H. Hamilton
810-333-5272

New & Old Floors

Licensed | Insured

New & Old Floors

Licensed | Insured

Service Directory

PAINTING & 
WALLPAPERING

LAURICELLA 
PAINTING

•All Size Jobs
•Call Back Guarantee
•25 Years Experience

Yes, 
we can do that!

FULL SERVICE PAINTING

248-210-8392
Based in Fenton

lauricellapaintinginc@yahoo.com

Advertise in the 

TRI-COUNTY 
TIMES

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Call Kathleen at 

810-433-6787

Visa & Mastercard 
accepted

HANDYMAN

HOME REPAIRS
You Name It, We Can Help.

– No Job Too Small –

Licensed & Insured 40 Years Experience

– Best Prices – 

810-234-3400

DECKS
ROOFING • SIDING

PAINTING• DRYWALL
FLOORING • DOORS

KITCHEN & BATH
RemodelingRemodeling

REGI    NAL 
MAINTENANCE &
IMPROVEMENTS

STUMP GRINDING

(810) 730-7262
(810) 629-9215

n Small yard accessible
n Free estimates
n Insured

Specializing in removal of unsightly 
stumps & roots from your lawn

Big or small, we 
grind them all!

DS&     STUMP 
GRINDING
     STUMP 
GRINDING

All Types of 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Mike Shuert
810-964-9559

Matt Shuert
810-964-9511

Office: 810-428-8998

GIVE US A CALL, 
WE DO IT ALL!

810-964-9559

Office: 810-428-8998

810-964-9559

WE DO IT ALL!

FUNERAL  ETIQUETTE
WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP LATER?
In the days and months to 

come, the family will continue 
to need your support. 

Try to write or call on a regular 
basis. Continue to include 

them in your social plans, they 
will let you know when they 
are ready to participate. It is 
also nice to remember the 

family on special occasions 
during the first year following 
the death. Don’t worry about 

bringing up the pain and 
emotion of the loss, they 
are well aware of that. By 

remembering such occasions 
as wedding anniversaries 
and birthdays, you are not 

remembering the death, but 
reaffirming that a 

life was lived.

Source: Thefuneralsource.org

Jack 
Herbert 
Perry
1931-2020
Jack Herbert 
Perry - age 88, 
of Fenton, 
died Sunday, 
January 12, 
2020. Funeral 
services will 
be held 11 AM 
Wednesday, 
January 15, 
2020 at Sharp Funeral Homes, Fenton 
Chapel, 1000 Silver Lake Road, Fenton. 
Fr. Robert Copeland officiating. Burial in 
St. John Catholic Cemetery. Visitation 
was held at the funeral home Tuesday, 
January 14, 2020 from 4 - 8 PM. Those 
desiring may make contributions to 
Adopt-A-Pet, 13575 Fenton Road, 
Fenton, MI 48430. Jack was born 
February 26, 1931 in Flint, the son of 
Herbert and Helen (Johnson) Perry.  
He was a 1949 graduate of Flint Central 
High School and received a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Electrical Engineering from 
Michigan State University. He married 
Lois Naomi Waldron August 30, 1951 
in Flint and she preceded him in death 
January 14, 2014. He retired from 
AC Spark Plug as chief staff project 
engineer. After retirement he represented 
AC Spark Plug on the NASCAR circuit 
for 14 years. Jack was a member of St. 
John the Evangelist Catholic Church. 
He enjoyed car and boat racing and 
watching MSU sports, he also enjoyed 
walking his dog in the woods every 
day. Surviving are his children, Kim 
(Michael) English of Fenton, Denise 
Perry of Fenton, and Yvonne Perry of 
Byron; grandchildren, David Perry, Nick 
English (Amber Beasley) of Flint, Mandi 
(Michael) English-Greshock of Fenton, 
Genny (Rob) Perry of Fenton, and 
Becky (Jamie) Sawyer of Fenton; great-
grandchildren, Nicole, Morgan (Ben), 
Miranda, and Trinity; and great-great-
grandchild, Taylor; sister, Lois Craig of 
Flint; and nieces and nephews. He was 
also preceded in death by his parents; 
son, William Herbert Perry; and great-
grandson, Tyler Jenkins. Tributes may be 
shared at www.sharpfuneralhomes.com.  



myfenton.com Wednesday, January 15, 2020  15MIDWEEK TIMES

KING
FEATURES Midweek Crossword

©2019-20 King Features Synd., Inc. • Answers in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

FUN BY THE NUMBERS 
Place a number in the 

empty boxes in such a way that 
each row across, each column 

down and each small 9-box 
square contains all of the 

numbers from one to nine.

DORTONLINE.ORG 

800.521.3796
Answers in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

SUDOKU PUZZLE 
SPONSORED BY

Midweek Sudoku

Midweek Jumble

Answers in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

FREE ESTIMATES
INSURED

DS&     STUMP 
GRINDING
     STUMP 
GRINDING

810-730-7262
810-629-9215

JUMBLE PUZZLE 
SPONSORED BY

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four 
Jumbles, one letter to 
each square, to form 
four ordinary words.

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
The stars pull you deeper into the 
cocoon of your mind, Aries. This 
may help you as you work on a 
project or work through thoughts 
and emotions.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
This is a week to take inventory 
of any goals that you may have 
put on a shelf, Taurus. Dust them 
off and create a plan of action 
because the time to pursue them 
is now.

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, an ambitious week is on 
the horizon. Your professional 
house is booming, and you are 
ready to perhaps move your 
career to the next level.

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
This week will get off to a social 
start, Cancer. Expect friends to 
bring other friends along if you 
are hosting a party. This is an 
exciting opportunity to expand 
your network.

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, put all of your cards on the 
table and begin discussions with 
others who are influencers in your 
life. Only then can you come up 
with a strategy to get things done.

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
Make a point of being direct if 
you are upset, Virgo. Others need 
to know if they have stepped on 
your toes, even if it was acciden-
tal so they can make things right.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
Now is a key time to boost your 
bottom line, Libra. If you don’t 
already have a job, it’s time to get 
one. If you’re employed, you may 
need to seek out new revenue 
streams.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Various ideas are swirling around 
in your head, Scorpio. You’re not 
sure which ones you want to see 
the light of day just yet. Partner 
up on a trial project first.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, if stress has been rul-
ing your universe, it might be time 
to step back and reevaluate your 
priorities. Find out which tasks 
you can shed from your daily list.

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
Deep soul-searching and a 
sharing of hidden emotions might 
be on the docket this week, 
Capricorn. It is brave to own up to 
your feelings. You’ll find support 
in friends.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
A deep cleaning or decluttering is 
in order, Aquarius. Start with one 
room in the house and then work 
your way onward as time permits. 
Decluttering can be liberating.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
You may soon encounter some 
awkward moments with some 
people you interact with regularly, 
Pisces. This will blow over quite 
quickly.

Horoscopes For the week of 
January 13, 2020
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AMP Certificate offers terms from 3 to 60 
months to meet your savings needs. Minimum 
balance of $100 is required to open with a 
$50,000 maximum deposit limit. Deposits may 
be made to the certificate up to the $50,000 
maximum deposit limit throughout the term. 
Available for a limited time only. Certificates  
may be subject to penalty for early withdrawal. 

INSURED BY NCUA

What are your savings goals? Do you need money for a spring 
break trip, down payment for a car, or new technology? Plug in 
and turn up your savings with Dort Financial’s AMP Certificate. 
Get a 3–60 month certificate that you can add money to as you 
go. $100 gets you started!

Learn more today by visiting a Dort Financial Credit Union 
branch or calling 800.521.3796.

Turn up the Savings with Dort Financial  
Credit Union’s AMP Certificate

S E R V I N G  A L L  O F  M I C H I G A N 
D O R T O N L I N E . O R G   •   8 0 0 . 5 2 1 . 3 7 9 6




