
OPEN AUDITIONS 
Thursday, August 15 

Join the Hip-Hop Squad or Company!
More info at www.greatlakesdancefactory.com
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Weekend 
$1.00

‘‘Thank you to VG’s 
for the extra wide park-

ing spaces. 
It’s the little 
things that 
can make a 
difference."

‘‘Oprah is correct. She said that 
people are missing a core moral 

center, a core center of 
values about a way of 
living and being in the 
world. Churches used 
to do that and until we 
return to that we will 

continue to be lost.”

‘‘Sitting at Crust’s 
outdoor patio on Caroline 

Street. Cars are 
flying by at high 
speeds. Why? It’s 
clearly a con-
gested area filled 
with pedestrians. 

What’s the rush? Are you OK 
with hitting a family? Slow 
down please.”

‘‘A big thank you to the 
Thin Blue Line; our police 
officers who put it on the 
line every day.”

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

Shooter gets 
life in prison
nGrand Blanc woman 
sentenced more than 
three years after crime
By Hannah Ball
 The 57-year-old woman who 
shot and killed two women in a 
Grand Blanc leasing office was 
sentenced to life in prison on 
Tuesday, Aug. 8. 
See LIFE IN PRISON on 17A

Jacquelyne Faye Tyson

T.J.Maxx in Fenton 
to open Aug. 15
nWill present $10,000 
donation to Fenton Center  
of Hope that morning
Compiled by Sharon Stone
 T.J.Maxx, one of the nation’s 
leading off-price retailers with 
more than 1,200 stores currently 
operating in 49 states and Puerto 
Rico, will relocate to Silver Lake 
Village on Aug.15. The store offers 
everything from fashion and acces-
sories to jewelry, home, beauty, pet 
products, toys and more. The new 
Fenton store will replace the store 
near Center and Lapeer roads in 
Flint, which will be closing.
 The Fenton store is 22,000 
square feet in Silver Lake Vil-
lage on Silver Parkway. 

See T.J. MAXX on 20A

Sinking fund proposal fails by wide margin

BATTLING A BRIOCHE — Jamil Brown, 7, of Pemberton, New Jersey attacks his brioche 
doughnut during the doughnut-eating contest at Taste in Fenton on Wednesday, Aug. 
7. Jamil was visiting from out of state and wanted to compete in the contest again. 

See story on Page 19A. Photo by Tim Jagielo

PHOTO: Restoranibeograd.com

By Tim Jagielo
 It’s been nearly 10 years since the Dr. 
Ron Davis Smoke Free Air Law went 
into effect in December 2009. It made it 
illegal to smoke in bars, restaurants and 

work places in Michigan. Casinos were 
an exception. 
 At the time of the state ban, local bars 
and restaurants had mixed reactions.

See SMOKING BAN on 9A

The smoking ban 
— 10 years later

nFenton schools voters 
reject increasing mills 
from 1 to 2.25 mills

By Vera Hogan
 Citizens in the Fenton Area Pub-
lic Schools district had their say on 
the proposed new 10-year sinking 
fund at the polls on Tuesday, Aug. 6. 

What they said was an overwhelm-
ing “no.”
 The proposal failed by a total of 
1,543 “no” votes to 828 “yes” votes. 
 Fenton Area Public Schools voters 

represent households in three coun-
ties. In Genesee County, 1,357 votes 
were cast in this election. In Liv-
ingston County (Tyrone Township),

See FAILS on 16A
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Sharon Davis 
810-964-2144

Susan Damone 
810-938-9765  

Sean Affrica 
810-569-6531

Karen Esker 
810-240-7483

Jason Earl
810-280-6538

Brian LaRowe
810-869-4268

Lanphear Team
810-922-9629

Heather Guminski
810-280-1183

Carol Ray
Associate Broker
Sales Associate

810-265-0206

Holly Brown
810-938-9658

John Kinnunen
734-972-7388

Lake Fenton Schools 
$289,000
4151 Lahring Rd.

Perfect split ranch design in mint 
condition. Vaulted great room with gas 

fireplace and recessed lighting. Spacious 
master suite, sunny kitchen, finished lower 

level and beautiful patio.

Fenton • $374,900
10880 Ridge View Trail 

Hills of Tyrone – excellent location 
backing up to private acreage. 

Open design offers 3 bedrooms, office, 
bonus room, vaulted great room with 
french doors leading to large deck.

Grand Blanc Schools 
$249,900
4091 Grand Oaks

You will have it all in this 4 bedroom, 2 full, 
2 half bath home offering main floor master 
suite, fire-lit living room w/cathedral ceiling, 

finished LL and fenced yard.

Hartland • $435,000
Lakefront home on all sports Lake Tyrone. 

Open floor plan w/open water views, 
granite kitchen, updated master bath, 
huge bonus room and so much more!

Visit bhhsmi.com  
2359 W Shiawassee Ave. Fenton 

(810) 629-0680 ©2019 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchise of BHH Affiliates, 
LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity.

Your Dream Home  
is just a click awaY…bhhsmi.com

‘Never 
Too Busy 
For Your 
Referrals’ 

CALL US 
TODAY!

Open Sunday 1-3 pm

Open Sunday 1-3 pm

Fenton • $699,900
1410 Blue Water

107’ of Lake Fenton frontage. 
Beautifully renovated split ranch 

w/over 3,500 SF of finished living space. 
Custom kitchen boasts 11’ island 
w/quartz waterfall countertops.

Open Sunday 1-3 pm

Linden • $294,999
Beautiful home offers over 3,300 SF 
of finished living space, great room 

w/vaulted ceilings, open kitchen 
w/appliances, 1st flr master suite and 

spacious yard and deck.

Grand Blanc • $160,000
499 Dorset Circle

Wonderful 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath condo 
with partially finished LL and located a block 

away from the clubhouse and pool. 
All appliances included.

Open Sunday 12-2 pm

Open Sunday 1-3 pm

Fenton • $124,900
534 Rockwell

Beautiful 2 Bedroom End Unit Condo, 
Walking Distance to Downtown Fenton. 

Spacious Rooms, Open Floor Plan, 
Finished LL and a 1-Car Garage.

Open Sunday 1-3 pm

Sue Yeotis
810-516-7359

Papatheodore 
Team

810-516-3060

Andrea Shearer
810-919-1375

Cindy Rivette 
810-240-6489

Dennis Niec 
810-691-5308

Jerry Rule 
810-965-4011

Bob Walters
810-222-9468

Steven Melchor 
810-513-1561

Mike Steibel
810-610-7412

Trish Zito-Smith 
810-516-9894

Waterfront

Byron • $149,000
1½ story, 4 bedroom home on a double city 
lot with fenced backyard, detached garage, 

main floor laundry. Lots of updates. 
Walking distance to downtown Byron. 

Byron • $159,000
Turn of the Century Farmhouse with tons of 
character in Village of Byron at the end of a 

quiet road. Shiawassee River frontage.   
Just under 1 acre.

Grand Blanc •$250,000
Great Floor Plan featuring a Fire-lit Family 

Room, Granite Kitchen w/Island, Living 
Room , Den, 4 Bedrooms, and 2.5 Baths. 

Includes Vacant Lot behind home.

Hartland - $414,900
Spacious Living with view and privileges 
of beautiful Dunham Lake. Home features 

New Kitchen w/Granite Countertops, 
Fire-lit Family Room, 2 Office Spaces and 

Sunroom off Master Suite.

New Price

Fowlerville • $219,900
601 Christopher

Located in the village of Fowlerville. 
Well maintained, 4 bedroom colonial on 
corner lot. Large deck and covered front 

porch to enjoy the summer breeze.

Open Sunday 1-3 pm

Clarkston • $609,900
Custom built estate nestled on rear of 3 acres, 

hidden behind trees and pond. 
5 Bedroom colonial. Over 7,800 SF of living 

space with finished lower level.

Acreage

Flushing • $144,900
7495 Coldwater 

Newly remodeled home inside and 
out! Features all new kitchen w/vaulted 
wood ceilings, bright open living room, 
3 bedrooms, 2 full baths and main floor 

laundry. Private fenced yard. 
Maintenance free exterior.

Linden - $199,900
149 Laura Lane

Spacious 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath home. 
Kitchen offers corian countertops. Main 
floor laundry. Master retreat w/views of 

nature. Private backyard backs to woods.

Open Sunday 1-3 pm

Open Sunday 2-4 pm

New on Market

New on Market New on Market

New on Market
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The opinions and/or views expressed in the Tri-County Times print editions and the Tri-County Times’ social media platforms — including but not limited to: blogs, Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, Instagram and YouTube — represent the thoughts of individual 
bloggers and online communities, and not necessarily those of Tri-County Times or any of its corporate affiliates, officers, employees or members of its respective board of directors. The opinions and views expressed on these pages and platforms do 
not in any way reflect the views of the site they are posted on, other sites affiliated with the site or any members of the site. While Tri-County Times’ makes reasonable efforts to monitor and/or moderate content posted on its social media platforms, we 
do not moderate all comments. Social news is no longer published in the Tri-County Times or its affiliates due to privacy and safety practices. This includes content such as birth announcements, birthdays, school graduations, wedding or engagement 
announcements and wedding anniversaries. Recognition of members of our communities serving on active duty in the Armed Forces will be published at no charge.
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n  Tune-Up parties 
come to Fenton, 
Linden; Holly 
continues its popular 
Wednesday series 
By Tim Jagielo
 Linden — It’s cars as 
far as the eye can see along 
Broad Street. 
 On Wednesday, Aug. 7, 
Linden held its Tune-Up 
cruise drawing hundreds of 
classic and eye-catching ve-
hicles to the long and tree-shaded streets.
 On the same evening, the weekly 
Battle Alley Car Cruise was held in 
Holly. 
 On Thursday, the Fenton Tune-Up 
Cruise took over all of downtown, 
drawing hundreds of cars and thou-
sands of visitors. 
 These Tune-Up parties ran from 
Aug. 5 to Aug. 10 in preparation for 
Back to the Bricks in Flint, running 
Aug. 12 to Aug. 17.

Food waste is 
a $162 billion 
yearly issue 
nFrom our farms to 
dinner tables, more than 
a third of food grown 
worldwide is never eaten
By Sally Rummel
 Remember when your mom 
used to tell you to clean your plate 
“because there were starving chil-
dren in Africa?”
  Turns out that your mom was 
right — food waste has become 
a very serious problem not only 
globally, but also here in the U.S.
 According to National Geo-
graphic, an American family of 
four trashes an average of $1,484 
worth of edible food a year. 
 Most families don’t do it in-
tentionally; they often don’t real-
ize the amount of food they buy

See FOOD WASTE on 12A

It’s car time in the 
tri-county area

(Just above) The Linden Tune-Up Cruise transformed a typically busy street into 
a strolling car show, taking visitors from Bridge Street to the curve at Fairview 
Cemetery. Photo: Tim Jagielo  (Top) Thousands attend Fenton’s Tune-Up party, farmer’s 
market and concert Thursday evening. Photo: Sharon Stone

www.mihomepaper.com 
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4239 W. Vienna Rd.,Clio, MI 

810-687-6880

www.RandyWiseChrysler.com

*See dealer for details

B E S T  P R I C E ,  B E S T  E X P E R I E N C E . . . G U A R A N T E E D !

OVER 50 AVAILABLELARGEST NEW JEEP INVENTORY!

2019 Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk 

as low as $253*/mo

2019 RAM 1500 BigHorn Quad Cab 4x4  

as low as $217*/mo

2019 Dodge Challenger

as low as $335*/mo

Save $1,000’s 
on remaining 2018’s 

in stock

*24 months, 1,000 per year, employee discount with competitive lease, $1,00 down, plus inception fees. Payment is plus tax.

Check outthe Back to the Bricks event guide included with this edition.
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street talkHow safe do you feel in public and at events? 
Compiled by Hannah Ball, staff reporter and Tim Jagielo, media editor

“It’s scary. I get anxiety 
when there’s large groups 
of people. I always wonder 
how I’m getting out if some-
thing happens.” 

Stephanie Shaw
Linden

“I feel safe. I’m the type of 
person who looks around. I 
make sure to be aware. I’m 
a firm believer that you treat 
people with respect.” 

Sheri Reece 
Linden

“I feel fairly safe. It just de-
pends on the area. Fenton 
still seems to be a safe 
town. People are just get-
ting carried away.” 

Mike Zack  
Fenton

“I feel a little bit guarded, 
and I pick and choose 
where I go. I come back 
here to Fenton because I 
feel safe here.”

Dawn Sturk 
Deerfield Township

“I feel safe. Haven’t had any 
issues. I’m concerned but 
not really in Fenton. I don’t 
go to the mall by myself 
after dark.” 

Pam Darling 
Fenton

HEALTH CARE OR health insurance 
is not a right. A doctor, hospital, 
etc., provide a service and they are 
paid to perform that service. You are 
stealing their labor and my earnings if 
you think it is a right.

nnn

PRESIDENT REAGAN 
INHERITED Carter’s recession 
and he fixed it so that Slick Willie 
didn’t have to deal with one. 
Dems gave us Dodd-Frank and it 
screwed up housing industry.

nnn

TIRED OF PICKING up empty 
beer cans and liquor bottles. 
Throwing the evidence out the 
window won’t keep you from arrest 
or killing someone some day. You 
are reckless and thoughtless in 
your action. Get help.

nnn

HOW ABOUT FENTON put a 
smaller millage for fewer years on 
the ballot for the roads. No one 
wants a 10-year millage. And set 
aside a small portion of the budget 
strictly for the roads.

nnn

MASS SHOOTINGS ARE the 
result of our broken culture. Fixing 
our broken culture begins with 
calm, thoughtful, non-political 
discussions of what’s wrong with it.

All submissions, if approved for publication, must be 
50 words or less and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Tri-County Times. We reserve the right  

to edit for clarity, length and liability.

Submit Hot lines online at myfenton.com 
or text to 810-771-8398

Just sayin’...

T
he first time I ever saw the 
United States flag lowered 
to half-staff was when John 
F. Kennedy died Nov. 22, 

1963. I was only 10 
years old. My sisters and 
I were taught that the 
U.S. flag is a magnificent 
symbol of who and what 
this nation represents. 
We proudly stood and 
recited the Pledge of Al-
legiance at school every 
morning. 
 This week, I found 
myself looking up flag 
etiquette and the rules 
for half-staff displays. And at the 
risk of sounding insensitive, I agree 
with the original intent that the 
lowering of the flag should be by 
presidential order and for limited 
reasons. Those reasons include 
the death of a president, to respect 
their memory. They also include 
the death of principal figures of the 
United States government and the 
governor of any state or territory, 
for example. 
 Although I never said much 
about it, I questioned when our 
governor would order the flags low-
ered each time one of our troops 

was killed on foreign soil. After 
a while though, I came to believe 
these troops deserved to be honored 
in such a manner. They did after 

all sacrifice their lives to 
serve and protect us all. 
 What I am having a 
bit of a hard time with 
now is lowering the flags 
to half-staff because in-
nocent people were mas-
sacred in the El Paso, 
Texas and Dayton, Ohio 
mass shootings. The flags 
remained at half-staff 
until sunset on Thursday, 
Aug. 8.

 While my heart goes out to the 
family and friends of those who 
tragically and senselessly lost their 
lives, I am starting to believe this 
flag lowering practice for victims 
of mass shootings is becoming a 
misplaced visual display for gun 
control. 
 Gov. Gretchen Whitmer said in 
her press release last week, “Gun 
violence is a public health crisis in 
our country, and we need to come 
together and take action to make 
sure firearms don’t end up in the 
hands of someone who wants to 
hurt themselves or hurt others …” 

 She is absolutely right, I do not 
disagree with her whatsoever.
 However, there are many people 
just as deserving of special hon-
ors. People living with cancer are 
courageously fighting the battle 
of their lives and dying every day. 
People are battling opioid addiction 
and dying from it every day. It’s an 
epidemic and public health crisis in 
our country, too. Violence comes 
in many shapes and forms that too 
often end in death — domestic vio-
lence, sexual violence, child abuse, 
elder abuse and bullying to name a 
few. Violence is not limited to guns. 
 There are many horrific reasons 
we “could” lower the U.S. flag to 
half-staff. Let’s not let partisan po-
litical beliefs be one of them. 
Opinions offered in Just Sayin’ are the author’s alone and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tri-County Times or its staff. Email 
Vera at vhogan@tctimes.com.

VERA HOGANVERA HOGAN

Is lowering flags becoming a misplaced display?
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810 - 629 - 1511

LEGACY REALTY
PROFESSIONALS, INC.

Experienced Agents
Exceptional Service

526 N. Leroy • Fenton
222 N. Main • Davison

www.LegacyRealtyPros.com

20
 ACRES

FENTON 
13062 Sam Hill 

Gorgeous contemporary home with over  
3000 square feet, 20 acres.   

$500,000 
Call Patrik Welty 810-240-0418

GRAND BLANC TWP 
5473 Green Bank Drive

Beautiful brick home  
in great location.  

$329,000 
Call Tammy Harper 248-459-8688

GREA
T

LO
CAT

IO
N

BRADY TWP 
13425 Harris Rd. 

Beautiful Chesaning. A towering cathedral 
ceiling in the sprawling main living area.  

$270,000
Call Kevin Usealman 810-965-6552

COUNTR
Y 

FE
EL

 

NEW
 LI

STIN
G

FENTON TWP  
2288 Golden Pond  

Condo with 1st floor master bedroom, 
basement and attached garage. 

Golden Pond Condos.
$162,000  

Call Laura Pennington 248-245-5351

OPEN SUNDAY
1-3pm

CUL-D
E-S

AC

FENTON TWP. 
16155 Lydia Ct.

Great Location! Orchard View Estates!! 
On Cul-De-Sac. 

$219,900
Jim Romano 810-730-6556

4 B
ED

ROOMS 

GRAND BLANC
5280 Northwood

Lot overlooking pond & nature area.  
Landscaped, retaining wall & stamped con-

crete lined driveway! 
$219,900 

Call Patrik Welty 810-240-0418

NEW
 LI

STIN
G

FENTON
3382 Rolston Rd. 

Well maintained ranch with Pole Barn on 1 
acre…Property is across from Squaw Lake!! 

$215,000 
Call Donna Mynatt 810-397-5779

HALF
 ACRE 

LO
T

DAVISON
2491 Blarney 

Cozy home nestled in one of Davison’s most 
popular neighborhoods!   

$139,900 
Call Kevin Usealman 810-965-6552

HISTO
RIC

FENTON 
601 S. East St.

Historic Dibbleville. Walking distance to  
downtown Fenton!! 

$159,900 
Call Patrik Welty 810-240-0418

FENTON 
16371 Oak Hill

All sports Lobdell Lake! 
Open floor plan & walkout basement.   

$299,900 
Patrik Welty 810-240-0418

LO
BDEL

L 

LA
KE

PINE C
REE

K  

VILL
AGE

FENTON 
805 3rd St. 

Come home to this 3 bedroom 2.1 bath home 
with attached 2 car garage, basement and more!

 $217,000 
Call Tammy Harper 248-459-8688

NEW
 LI

STIN
G

FLINT 
3401 Gratiot 

Nice starter home! Cute fenced in back yard 
close to McLaren Hospital. Nice clean basement!

$49,000 
Call Tammy Harper 248-459-8688

OPEN SUNDAY
1-3pm

NEW
 LI

STIN
G

DAVISON 
355 North Dr. 

Come see this adorable home in the demand 
Rosemore Park subdivision. 

$155,900 
Call Tammy Harper 248-459-8688

NEW
 LI

STIN
G

BURTON 
2135 Brady 

Charming 3 bedroom home in Bendle 
Schools. Completed remodeled!

$77,900 
Call Donna Mynatt 810-397-5779

VENICE TWP 
9980 E. Brooks

Unique home on 20 acres.  
40x60 pole barn is attached to house.  

Endless possibilities with over 5000 sq ft!  
$339,900 

Call Judy Wright 810-845-4414

CHEBOYGAN  
12480 US23 Highway 

Home on 36 acres across from Lake Huron, 
Plus another adjacent 10 acres available.  

$165,000
Call Diana Beckemeyer 810-877-2167

36
+ ACRES

 

20
 ACRES
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nUnsecured network 
available for visitors 
to browse internet
By Hannah Ball
 Free Wi-Fi is now available in 
downtown Holly. 
 Simply select “HollyPublicWiFi” 
under your network options on your 
device and browse away. No pass-
word is required. 
 K a t y  G o l d e n , 
Downtown Devel-
opment Authority 
(DDA) director for 
Mainstreet Holly and 
assistant Holly Vil-
lage manager, said the 
connection is strong 
and fast.
 Downtown Holly 
had free Wi-Fi start-
ing in 2005 when Air 
Advantage, a wireless technology 
company headquartered in Fran-
kenmuth, installed a system through 
Oakland County’s Wireless Oakland 
rural initiative. The system worked 
in the beginning, but it hadn’t been 
functional for a while when the old 
technology got slower. 
 “Some birds had been using it as 
their clubhouse,” Golden said. 
 They reached out to Oakland 
County to inquire about upgrading 
the system, but the initiative was 
defunct. Golden called Air Advan-
tage who said they would upgrade 
the system at no cost to the village. 
 On Monday, Aug. 5, the com-
pany removed the old wireless 

access point, which is what Golden 
refers to as the “keg,” and replaced 
it with a smaller upgraded panel. 
 The new mesh network will cover 
the entire historic downtown shop-
ping area. Many people can connect 
to it at one time, which wasn’t pos-
sible with the old system. 
 However, it shouldn’t be used 
for streaming music or video be-

cause it takes up a lot 
of bandwidth. It’s an 
unsecure network, so 
businesses shouldn’t 
use it for point-of-sale 
transactions. 
 “But for people who 
want to sit at a coffee 
shop and use the wire-
less internet, then we 
have that available. It’s 
a really good service 
for visitors. It’s a good 

thing that’s come back,” she said. 
 The village needed to upgrade the 
connection for the new sound system 
they’re working on.
 Air Advantage will pay for the 
monthly connection fee, and the Wi-
Fi installation cost less than $1,000, 
which was paid for with a grant from 
Main Street Oakland County.
 “It costs the Holly taxpayers 
zero dollars to have Wi-Fi 24/7,” 
Golden said. 

Fenton City
 Tri-County Wireless provides free 
Wi-Fi for downtown Fenton. The 
network is called “tcw.co” and no 
password is required. 

‘‘ It costs the 
Holly taxpayers 

zero dollars 
to have Wi-Fi 

24/7.’’Katy Golden
Holly Downtown Development 

Authority director, assistant 
Holly Village manager

Holly offers free public Wi-Fi again Let there 
be ‘Lite’
The John P. 
O’Sullivan Dis-
tributing, Inc. 
facility in Flint 
Township recently 
expanded with a 
20,000-square-
foot addition. Its 
80,000-square-
foot warehouse 
area was up-
graded with more 
truck bays and 
state-of-the-art 
keg cooler. An 
open house 
was held Friday, 
Aug. 2. Presi-
dent Joanie M. 
O’Sullivan-Butler 
and Chief Operat-
ing Officer Sean 
Butler pose for a 
photo during the 
celebration. 
Photo: Tim Jagielo

HOT LINE CONTINUED
nnn

WHAT IS THE difference between 
Elizabeth Warren and Hillary Clinton?

nnn

HAS ANYONE ELSE heard that our 
new governor is in favor of issuing 
drivers’ licenses to illegal immigrants? 
Does this mean illegals will decide 
Michigan elections?

nnn

FROM THIS WEEK’S Wall Street 
Journal: the lowest unemployment 
in 50 years at 3.7 percent, taxes 

decreased for 60 percent of working 
Americans, increased wages, 
consumer confidence, spending, home 
mortgages, GDP and of course, jobs. 
This is all due to Trump’s business 
acumen, leadership and willingness to 
fight. Thank you, President Trump.

nnn

I LOVE AMERICA, but I want to see 
some changes. Wanting to change 
a problem is not the same as hating 
America.

nnn

BICYCLES — SAME ROAD, same 
rules.

110 Trealout Dr. #204 • Fenton • 810-354-8055 • Fentonchiropractor.com

Home of the $25 Office Visit!

Jamie Phillips, DC

Are you suffering? with neck or back pain, headaches, stiffness, 
disability or just looking to improve your health & wellness?

In her 33 years experience, Dr. Phillips has helped thousands  
of patients feel better & get their life back.

New 
Patient Exam:

Follow-up Visits:

Don’t Wait, 
Call Today!

$25
$25
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It’s more than beautiful legs, it’s
HEALTHY LEGS

810-606-1660
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nPays $116,615 in 
restitution by Aug. 2 deadline
By Vera Hogan
 On Aug. 2, Michigan Attorney 
General Dana Nessel announced a 
Livingston County man who 
stole tens of thousands of 
dollars from more than 30 
Michigan residents using 
a fake mortgage assistance 
scheme has paid $116,615 
in restitution and was sen-
tenced to one year in county 
jail by Livingston County 
Circuit Court Judge Miriam 
Cavanaugh.
 Lawrence Sefa, 65, of Ty-
rone Township, pleaded guilty to one 
count of conducting a criminal enter-
prise and received a delayed sentence 
under a plea agreement. As a term of 
the plea agreement, he was required 
to pay restitution of $116,615 before 
the Aug. 2 sentencing.
 According to a press release from 
Nessel’s office, between 2011 and 
2015, Sefa — through his company 
LAS Loan Assistance Centers — 
promised victims he would negotiate 
mortgage modifications and save their 
homes from foreclosure. 
 Instead of delivering the services he 
promised, Sefa did little to nothing for 
the victims and many lost their homes 

Lawrence Sefa

Mortgage scheme criminal 
sentenced to one year in jail

in the process. An investigation by 
the Department of Attorney General 
found a large portion of Sefa’s clients 
were affected.
  “When Michigan families are on 
the verge of losing their homes, the 

last thing they should have 
to worry about is being taken 
advantage of by an unethi-
cal business,” Nessel said. 
“These are hardworking men 
and women who needed 
help, but instead got cheated 
out of money they could not 
afford to lose. Today’s sen-
tencing was about making 
certain that these victims 
were properly indemnified 

and that Mr. Sefa was held account-
able for his actions.”
 Sefa appeared in Livingston 
County Circuit Court on Friday, April 
12 and pleaded guilty to one count of 
conducting criminal enterprises.
 In exchange for his plea, the 
Michigan Attorney General’s Office 
agreed to dismiss the 29 remaining 
charges against him and recommend 
no more and no less than one year in 
the Michigan Department of Correc-
tions if Sefa makes full restitution at 
$116,615 within 90 days,
 If he paid no restitution, 36 to 60 
months would have been requested at 
Sefa’s sentencing.

HOT LINE CONTINUED
nnn

GUN OWNERSHIP IS a constitutional 
right, not a human right. Not the same 
as healthcare. And yes, the infant 
mortality rates, immunization rates, 
overall citizen health, life expectancy, 
etc. in the U.S. are poor compared to 
other nations because our lifestyle is 
different than the others. 

nnn

WE HAVE GROUPS in the U.S. not 
immunizing children because it is 
trendy. We have leftists promoting pro-
choice including late-term abortions 
increasing our infant mortality. We have 
a general population addicted to high 
fructose corn syrup, energy drinks, 
electronics and their couches. These 
are personal choices.

nnn

I BELIEVE THAT the Democrat/left has 
divided our nation with identity politics, 

unwilling to defend our borders, giving 
benefits to illegal immigrants, increasing 
taxes on hard working citizens, not 
supporting our police, border patrol, 
ICE or DHS. They have viciously 
attacked President Trump with slander, 
lies, and phony investigations.

nnn

I’M SO SICK of politics and politicians. 
A POTUS has to spend half of his/
her four-year term campaigning for the 
next four years. What a terrible waste of 
time. Let’s elect a president for one six-
year term — then some real work could 
be accomplished.

nnn

SO, LET’S SAY good health is not a 
human right, as some believe. Then, you 
condemn those who don’t have insurance 
to poor health? ‘All people are created 
equal,’ but some (rich people or those 
with good insurance) are more equal. 
How about caring about your fellow man? 
Where are your principles?

FREE MOTION BASE
UPGRADE

810-767-1380
5301 Hill-23 Drive | Flint
(US-23 Expressway at Hill Road)

MON-FRI 10 A.M. TO 8:00 P.M.
SAT 10 A.M. TO 7 P.M. | SUN 12 P.M. TO 5 P.M.

VISIT THE NEW SKAFF.COM

License #2104183192

• Duro-Last Roofing
• Rubber Roofing
• TPO Roofing
• Commercial & Residential

We specialize in flat roof repairs!

NEW ROOFS
• Seal Down Shingles
• Metal Shingles
• Roof Repairs • All Types

• Commercial Buildings • Store Fronts
• Residential Homes • Churches

Gutters & Downspouts
• Seamless Aluminum
• A Variety of Colors
• Gutter Screens
• Overhangs/Siding
• Residential & Commercial
• Skylights/Copperwork

810-743-2759
6165 E. Atherton Rd.
Burton, MI 48519
www.SweersRoofing.com

FLAT ROOFING

Sweers
EAVESTROUGH & ROOFING CO.

SHINGLE ROOFS

GUTTER SYSTEMSSTANDING SEAM METAL ROOFS

FREE
Estimates!

SINCE
1959
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SMOKING BAN
Continued from Front Page
 Mardell Landis, the former owner 
of The Fireplace, reported a shifting 
clientele — more families, more food, 
less alcohol and less Club Keno. Cur-
rent co-owner and manager Joe Gilbert 
said he wouldn’t go back to the old 
days. He said he does have guests who 
go outside to smoke.
 Times readers reacted positively when 
asked about the ban on Facebook. “Best 
law ever,” Judith Montgomery Brooks 
said. “And I was a smoker. Public spaces 
are so much better to visit now.”
 “I remember smoky bars, restaurants 
and bowling alleys,” Patti Zerull Hunt 
said. “We stopped going because the 
smoke was so bad you couldn’t breathe 
and your clothes smelled, too.”
 Michigan is among 26 U.S. states 
that have enacted smoking bans on 
bars, restaurants and workplaces. 
 Lynn Sutfin with the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human 
Services (MDHHS) said there was 
a reduction in asthma 
hospitalizations fol-
lowing the passing of 
the law. “There was an 
8-percent reduction in 
the population-wide 
rate of asthma hos-
pitalizations in the 
12 months after the 
implementation of the 
Smoke Free Air Law.”
 Sutf in  said the 
reduction of 3,230 
adult hospitalizations 
saved $48.6 million in 
health care costs in the 
first 12 months.
 Air quality inside 
buildings, such as res-
taurants, went from “poor” and “haz-
ardous” to “good” following the ban.
 There are still 13 states that have no 
restrictions on smoking, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). Examples include 
Wyoming, Texas and Georgia. Some 
states like Pennsylvania and Idaho have 
bans on private workplaces, but no bans 
on bars or eateries.
 Caitlin Smith of Holly works as a 
bartender at Andiamo in Fenton. She’s 
been in the bar and restaurant business 
for seven years. She never worked 
when smoking was allowed. She’s a 
smoker, but she likes the smoking ban. 

 “I feel the ban is a good thing be-
cause even most smokers don’t enjoy 
being trapped indoors with smoke, 
especially when multiple smokers 
light up,” she said.
 Smith said she’d still work in a smok-
ing environment without a ban, but she 
prefers the ban, even as a smoker.
 Sutfin said that MDHHS studies 
showed significant drops in second-
hand smoke to bar workers after the 
law passed. “Bar employees also 

reported improvement 
in general health status 
and respiratory health, 
including wheezing, 
allergy symptoms, and 
coughing, after the law 
took effect,” she said.
 Jason Warda owns 
The Barn, Fenton Pub 
and Ponemah Lake-
side Lodge. He said 
he might never have 
gotten into the business 
without the smoking 
ban. “I think it’s been 
beneficial,” he said. 
“People seem to still 
appreciate not having 
to worry about smoke.” 

He said this includes smokers.
 Even though he owns a bar now, he 
said he never liked going to the bar 
before the smoking ban and he never 
liked working in the smoking section 
of restaurants when he was a server. 
 The Laundry opened smoke free in 
1997, which owner Mark Hamel said 
was a positive thing.  “I do remember 
people specifically commenting on the 
fact that we had no smoking,” he said.
 “It’s hard to imagine a world where 
smoking was allowed everywhere… 
from restaurants, movie theaters, banks, 
the dentist office, government buildings, 
etc.  However, it wasn’t all that long ago.” 

‘‘ Employees and 
the public are now 

protected from 
the health harms 
of (second hand 
smoke) exposure 

in workplaces, 
which is exactly 
why the law was 

enacted.’’ 
Lynn Sutfin

Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services spokesperson

Guests at The Fireplace in Fenton 
Township smoke outdoors since the 
2009 ban. The business sells more 
food now than it used to. Times file photo
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ing turnstiles, doors, scalable fences 
and accessible windows. If escaping 
a building isn’t a viable option during 
an attack, consider moving into rooms 
where you’re able to barricade yourself 
and others from the attacker,” accord-
ing to Hinman’s post. 

 If the attacker 
does get into that 
room, be ready 
with improvised 
weapons such as a 
fire extinguisher, 
scissors, pens, um-
brellas and more. 
 Also, recognize 
the “not normal.” 

Yelling at a concert is normal. Yelling 
in a coffee shop or Target is not. Look 
for people dressed in large coats dur-
ing summer. 

nTwo mass shootings in 
less than 15 hours prompts 
discussions about survival 
By Hannah Ball
 On Saturday, Aug. 3, 22 people 
were killed and dozens were injured 
in a mass shooting in El Paso, Texas. 
 Thirteen hours later, nine people 
were killed and more than two dozen 
were injured in another mass shooting 
in Dayton, Ohio.
 If you’re ever in a location where 
a mass shooting is taking place, these 
survival items might come in handy. 
This list focuses on first aid and pre-
vention, not self-defense. Firearms are 
not included.  

Bulletproof backpacks
 Premier Body Armor makes bul-
letproof panels/inserts for back-
packs from $124 to $200. Find 
the panel that will fit in your 
backpack. Smaller pan-
els will fit in tote bags 
and computer bags. 
They can be used by 
students in the class-
room or by adults in 
everyday situations. 
 Amazon sells a 
Shindn Safety Pro-
tective armored 
backpack (shown 
at right) for $110. 
The protective plate 
is detachable. 

Door jams
 The Sleeve is a device that 
people can use to secure a door from 
the inside. The carbon steel case en-
capsulates the door’s closer arm, which 
prevents it from being open until it’s 
removed. It’s $83 on fightingchanceso-
lutions.com. 
 Made by the same company, The 
Rampart is another device that jams 
a door. It’s a pole with grips on both 
ends. One end goes under the door 
handle and the other rests against 
the floor. The device should prevent 
anyone from opening the door. It 
costs $47.99. 
 “The Rampart provides a resistance 
equal to or greater than the pressure 

applied to the opposite side of the door, 
thereby deterring the intruder and pro-
viding room occupants valuable time 
during an attempted break-in,” accord-
ing to fightingchancesolutions.com. 

Bleeding control kits
 After the Las 
Vegas shooting in 
2017, which left 
58 dead and in-
jured hundreds, 
l i f e s e c u r e . c o m 
published informa-
tion about bleeding 
control kits. 
 “Bleeding con-
trol kits need to become as ubiqui-
tous as first aid kits in every venue: 
stadiums, parks, restaurants, theaters, 
schools, churches, airports, and busi-
nesses of all sizes,” according to the 

website lifesecure.com. 
 The kits include tour-
niquets, blood clotting 
gauze, chest seals, ban-
dages, scissors and more. 
A person can bleed to 
death in less than five 
minutes. Keeping these 
in cars, the workplace 
and schools would 
allow citizens to aid 
wounded people until 
first responders arrive. 
 Bleeding control kits 
range from $50 to $130 
on Amazon. Simpler 
tourniquet kits are less 
than $25. 

Other tips
 Jason Slater, Fenton police chief, 
said, “Run. If you can’t run, then hide 
and barricade if possible, and lastly if 
cornered, then fight.”

Plan ahead
 If you’re going to a concert or an un-
familiar store or building, look online 
to find the location’s layout and note 
the entrances and exists. In a blog post 
written by Ed Hinman, a director at an 
international security consulting firm, 
on thelitty.com, he recommends choos-
ing aisle seats and seats close to an exit. 
 “Before you relax, identify your 
escape routes and exit points, includ-

‘‘ Run. If you can’t run, 
then hide and barricade 
if possible, and lastly if 
cornered, then fight.’’Jason Slater

Fenton police chief 

These products could save lives
The MSP Metro Detroit Twitter 
posted these tips on Twitter:
1. “First, be alert! It’s hard, but 
put down the cell phone and look 
around. Where are the exits? Where 
would you run or hide if something 
happened? Do you have a meeting 
place picked out to meet family? 
Does everything look right? You will 
know if it doesn’t. Trust it!”

2. “Is there security or law 
enforcement in the area? Where 
are they located if there is an 
emergency? Do you have a plan in 
your mind of what you would do if 
shooting or an incident does occur? 
These thoughts should become 
second nature.”

3. “Finally, these suggestions 
are not to make people afraid, just 
vigilant. These tips are also helpful 
for other crimes. The more alert you 
are with your surroundings the less 
of a target you are to criminals. And 
as always: If you see something, say 
something.”

View stories at
myfenton.com

Congratulations
MBSD 2019 COMPETITION TEAM!

MBSD  |  MS. BRIDGET’S SCHOOL OF DANCE 
810.714.4226 • 1381 N. Leroy St. • Fenton • www.mdsdance.com

Tap | Ballet | Lyrical | Contemporary | Jazz | Leaps & Turns | Pom | Hip Hop | Acro

FALL REGISTRATION: 
August 10TH & 11TH     •    10am - 2pm  at our studio

Our students continue to amaze us, what a fantastic dance season!!!
So many awards from choreography, circle of excellence, fusion, odyssey, 

costume, top scores of the day and highest scoring studio of the competition. 
Love being part of your lives and can’t wait for 2020 season!

-Love, Ms. Bridget, Ms. Tracy & Ms. Angela
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FOOD WASTE
Continued from Page 3A
which never gets eaten through bulk 
purchases, poor storage, throwing 
away food after its “best by” date when 
it’s still safe to eat. Sometimes “doggy 
bags” from last night’s restaurant meal 
lose their appeal and get tossed in the 
trash several days later.
 The Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO) of the United 
Nations estimates that 
one-third of food pro-
duced for human con-
sumption worldwide is 
annually lost or wasted 
along the chain that 
stretches from farms 
to processing plants, 
marketplaces, retailers, 
food-service operations and family 
kitchens.
 This food waste amounts to about 
$162 billion and is never eaten.
 Restaurants, in particular, feel the 
food waste deeply on their bottom line, 
but don’t always have an easy way to 
solve it. 
 “The biggest challenge is simply 
the logistics of it,” said Mark Hamel, 

co-owner of The Laundry, CRUST, El 
Topo and The Relief & Resource Co., 
all in downtown Fenton. “We used to 
have volunteers who’d pick up leftover 
food throughout the year. The problem 
is, we can’t store it, so we need someone 
who can pick it up early in the morning 
or the last thing at night. It’s difficult 
to coordinate it to get it to the people 
who need it.”

  Food rescue logistics 
are even an issue for 
food professionals at 
the Food Bank of East-
ern Michigan in Flint. 
Spokesperson Patrick 
Hayes said they don’t 
have an active program 
because it requires an 
agency structure or a 

partner who can transport food while 
meeting the health guidelines of the 
Genesee County Health Department. 
“We can do it on a case-by-case ba-
sis,” Hayes said. “If there’s the right 
circumstance of having a partner who 
can provide transportation with heating 
and cooling, we could do it.”
 Hamel tries to prevent waste at his 
restaurants before it happens. It’s a 
challenge at CRUST, where the ma-
jority of products have only a one-day 
shelf life.
 “We use leftover bread for bread 
pudding, French toast, etc.,” he said. 
“We try to use ev-
erything until it’s no 
good. But we still 
have a significant 
amount left.”
 He and his staff 
throw vegetable 
scraps into their on-
site garden that sup-
plies much of The 
Laundry’s  f resh 
produce. They also 
provide bread and 
pastries to the local 
farm that supplies 
the restaurants with 
pork and beef prod-
ucts. 
 A coup le  o f 
churches and local 
food banks also pick 
up some of the leftovers, but not on a 
regular basis. 
 “We don’t give any organizations 
food that has passed its expiration 
date, even if it’s totally safe to eat,” 

‘‘ The biggest 
challenge is 
simply the 

logistics of it.’’Mark Hamel
Owner/co-owner of four  

Fenton restaurants

Hamel added. “It’s got to go into the 
dumpster.” 
 Jason Warda, who owns the Fenton 
Pub, The Barn and Lake Ponemah 
Lodge restaurants in Fenton, said that 
his restaurants don’t produce much 
waste compared to buffet-style restau-
rants, but they do have a significant 
amount of bread left over at the end 
of a day.
 “When I owned Jimmy Johns in 
Grand Blanc, there was a guy who 
grabbed our bread and gave it to a soup 
kitchen,” Warda said. “If we could 
just figure out how to do it, we’d do 
that here.”
 Panera Bread in Fenton does have 
scheduled pickups at the end of the 
day for leftover bread products to go 
to different food banks and pantries.
 Hamel said that large plate portions, 
especially in buffet events, result in 
a lot of food waste. “The amount of 
uneaten food off peoples’ plates could 
feed a small country,” he said. “There’s 
a mentality today that doesn’t seem to 
mind wasting food. It’s so different than 
in the Depression days of our grandpar-
ents. They didn’t waste a single thing.”

How to reduce food waste at home 
  Planning, prepping, and storing 
food can help your household waste 
less food. 
BEST TIP: By simply making a list 
with weekly meals in mind, you can 
save money and time and eat healthier 
food. If you buy no more than what you 
expect to use, you will be more likely to 
keep it fresh and use it all. 
  For more tips, visit epa.gov.
 
WHAT DOES THE LABELING MEAN?
 According to the USDA:
 A “Best if Used By/Before” date 
indicates when a product will be 
of best flavor or quality.  It is not a 
purchase or safety date.
 A “Sell-By” date tells the store 
how long to display the product for 
sale for inventory management.  It is 
not a safety date.  
 A “Use-By” date is the last date 
recommended for the use of the 
product while at peak quality. It is not 
a safety date except for when used 
on infant formula.
 A “Freeze-By” date indicates 
when a product should be frozen 
to maintain peak quality. It is not a 
purchase or safety date.

n One of 
the biggest 
environmental 
and social 
issues today 
is food waste 
and getting all 
the food that 
is produced 
in the world to 
the people who 
need it. Local 
restaurants try 
to do their part, 
but the logistics 
of getting 
“leftovers” to 
people who 
need it is a 
challenge. 

HOT LINE CONTINUED
nnn

ON THE TERRIBLE handwriting 
article. I see many people 
holding a writing instrument in 
the strangest ways, like they 
were never trained in school and 
at home. I think the reliance on 
keyboards is also a factor.

nnn

ALL CITIZENS: PLEASE read 
the 24-page Green New Deal 
proposal on Congress.gov. You’ll 
be surprised to see the social 
justice equality mandates for 
housing, jobs, unions, equal pay 
etc., for everyone, in addition to 
our congressional flunkies making 
decisions about our nation’s 
economy and your life.

nnn

I SAW BULLET-resistant 
backpacks the other day running 
errands.

nnn

MASS SHOOTINGS ARE a 
behavior problem. A behavior 
problem due to mental illness. The 
family and friends of disturbed 
people need to get them into 
treatment. Mental illness is 
treatable. Take responsibility for 
your family: take action.

Call Teresa at 616-560-1893 or  
Amy at 1-800-677-2773 (Toll Free)
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nKurt Schulze will replace Allen 
Pool, who vacated Tyrone Township 
seat earlier this summer
By Vera Hogan
 Tyrone Township Super-
visor Michael Cunningham 
has announced that Kurt 
Schultz was appointed Tues-
day night to serve on the 
Township Board, filling the 
seat vacated by Allen “Al” 
Pool earlier this summer. 
 Schulze has been a resi-
dent of Tyrone Township for 27 years 
and has spent the past three years on 
the Planning Commission. He will 

New trustee appointed

Kurt Schultz

continue to serve as the ex officio 
board member to the Planning Com-

mission, Cunningham said. 
 According to whmi.com, 
Schulze said during his 
interview that he wanted to 
support the master plan and 
perpetuate the rural charac-
ter of the township. He said 
the most pressing matter in 
the township is the devel-
opment and management of 
commercial development in 
the area.

 He said he also wants to work on 
regulations for the growing number of 
home occupations. 

HOT LINE CONTINUED

nnn

WE HAVE NOW seen all of the 
Democrats running in 2020 for president 
and the Republicans are comfortable. I 
would like to think the Democrats have 
someone better some place.

nnn

BECAUSE CONGRESS DID nothing, 
Obama implements an Immigration 
Action Plan. Congress still did nothing. 
Trump issues an executive order revers-
ing some/all of Obama’s plan. In last 
week’s debate, four do-nothing senators 
and one do-nothing congresswoman had 
the gall to speak out about Trump’s immi-
gration policy. Change the laws.

Megan Strauchman, DO - Medical Director
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nWorld’s most 
popular social 
site serves 
many purposes 
By Hannah Ball
 Media uses it to spread 
news and stories. 
 Businesses use it to 
advertise. 
 Facebook itself uses it 
to collect data on its users 
to sell to other companies 
and track trends. 
 People use it to com-
municate with friends and 
family who live far away 
or simply down the road. 
 Approximately 1.6 bil-
lion people around the 
world use the most popular 
social media every day, 
according to Zephoria 
Digital Marketing, with 
more than 2.4 billion active 

monthly users.
 What would happen 
if Facebook disappeared 
overnight?

Spreading information
 Shelters use Facebook 
to find animals a home. Po-
lice departments use it to 
spread photos of suspected 
criminals. Users share 
memes, life updates, baby 
photos and more. This 
would be harder without 
Facebook. 

Communication
 Facebook Messenger 
is a primary source of 
messaging between many 
friends, family members 
and acquaintances. You 
might not have that per-
son’s number saved on 
your phone, but Messen-
ger allows you to connect. 
 If Facebook suddenly 
shut down, Messenger 

What if Facebook disappeared overnight?
book as a photo-saving 
tool. If the site was gone 
without any warning, mil-
lions of photos could be 
lost. 

Less information 
about events
 The site is frequently 
used to invite people to 
gatherings such as con-
certs, readings, commu-
nity events, bridal and 
baby showers and more. 
Without Facebook and its 
helpful reminders, invit-
ing people to social get-
togethers would return to 
emails, texting and physi-
cal invites in some cases. 

Investigations
 Police detectives, em-
ployers and parents use 
Facebook to research sus-
pects, prospective employ-
ees and friends of their 
children, respectively.

Connecting apps
 If you’ve logged in to 
any other website through 
Facebook, whether it’s for 
online shopping or to take 
a fun quiz, those connec-
tions would be lost. 

Another platform 
would rise
 All other sites would 
grow in numbers and ac-
tive daily users, but one 
would come out on top. 
Some digital sources say 
Twitter is the top contender 
to become the most popu-
lar social media platform 
after Facebook. Others say 
it’s Instagram. 
 However, those sites 
don’t offer the same type 
of platform as Facebook. 
Smaller websites more 
similar to Facebook would 
rise and fight to be the next 
best thing. 

would follow and users 
would lose those contacts.  

Stock
 The Facebook stock 
will crash and holders 
would lose a substantial 
amount of money. 

Losing reminders 
and photos
 Facebook Memories 
shows users what they 
posted on a certain date 
from one year ago, two 

years ago and so on. The 
website archives vaca-
tion memories, when you 
started a new job, when a 
family pet died and more. 
 The social media plat-
form is notorious for re-
minding you of the birth-
days of your friends and 
family members. Without 
Facebook, there would be 
no more birthday mes-
sages written on your wall. 
 Many people use Face-

Fenton Branch
15405 Silver Parkway

810-714-9431

Grand Blanc Branch
2343 E. Hill Road

810-694-1301

27 Southeast Michigan branches,
find more at genisyscu.org.

auto loans
• New, Used, or Refinances

• Terms available up to 84 months

• Includes our new Payment Reset option

Apply Anytime on Any Device

Experience Easy!
LOW RATE, HASSLE-FREE
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nThis is the district’s 
fourth renewal
By Vera Hogan
 Only 180 Byron citizens showed up 
to vote on Tuesday, Aug. 6 — but it 
was enough to pass the school district’s 
fourth sinking fund renewal.
 Voters approved the renewal with 
110 “yes” votes. Seventy voters cast 
“no” votes.
 Voters approved the first Byron Area 
Schools sinking fund in February 2014, 
the second in March 2016, and third in 
August 2017. The current sinking fund 
expires Dec. 31. The proposed renewal 

includes 2.9694 mills for five years.
 In a June letter to the community, 
Superintendent Tricia Murphy-Alder-
man said, “The goal of this approved 
Sinking Fund will continue to focus 
on upgrading and improving our 
school facilities, including our park-
ing lots, interior and exterior lighting 
and stadium bleachers.” The district 
asked for the currently authorized 
millage rate of 2.9694 (or $2.964 on 
each $1,000 of taxable valuation) to 
be approved for a period of five years 
(2020 to 2024), inclusive.
 The owner of a home with a taxable 
value of $75,000 will continue to pay 
$222.30 per year through 2024.

Byron voters approve 
2.9694 sinking fund renewal

THIEF STEALS PLAYSTATION 3 
CONSOLE AND GAMES
On July 29, Fenton police 
responded to a video game store 
on Silver Parkway to investigate 
a retail fraud complaint. An 
employee told police that a black 
male, with a thin build, entered the 
store, selected several PlayStation 
3 games and a PlayStation 3 
game console, all valued at $330. 
The customer walked past the 
cashier’s desk and exited the 
store. He was seen fleeing in a 
gray Saturn vehicle, driven by 
someone else. If anyone has 
information, call Fenton police at 
(810) 629-5311.

WHITMORE LAKE MAN FLEES 
FENTON POLICE, CRASHES CAR
At 2:10 a.m. on Friday, Aug. 2, 
a Fenton police officer on patrol 
observed a suspicious vehicle 

COMPILED BY SHARON STONE

POLICE & FIRE

REPORT
behind stores under construction 
on Silver Parkway. The car was 
traveling slowly with no lights on. 
Officer Julie Bemus initiated a 
traffic stop to see what the driver 
was doing. As Bemus approached, 
the vehicle sped away, traveling 
southbound on Silver Parkway, 
east on Owen Road and north on 
U.S. 23. Bemus followed. The car 
used an emergency turn-around 
on U.S. 23 and started traveling 
southbound on the highway, 
exiting at North Road. The driver 
failed to navigate the tight curve 
of the exit and crashed his car. 
The driver exited the car and 
fled on foot. Bemus followed on 
foot and apprehended the man, 
later identified as a 27-year-old 
Whitmore Lake resident. The 
man was not injured in this crash. 
Lt. Jeff Cross said police will be 
seeking warrants for fleeing and 
eluding police, possession of 
methamphetamine and operating a 
vehicle under the influence of drugs. 
Genesee County sheriff’s deputies 
and Linden police assisted.

HOT LINE CONTINUED
nnn

REALLY HOLLY VILLAGE leadership 
(Council, Administration, DDA). On 
Wednesday, Broad Street is shut down 
due to utility work and Saginaw is 

shutdown with the misplaced car show 
yet there was no detour markings or 
signage to keep commuters from driving 
into that mess.

nnn

I LOVE THIS summer! I love my lake.
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nEvent part of district’s 
commitment to student health 
as critical first step to learning
By Sharon Stone
 Holly Area Schools welcomed more 
than 300 current and prospective Bron-
chos at its Back to School Health and 
Enrollment Fair on Saturday, Aug. 3. 
The event was part of the district’s com-
mitment to student health as a critical 
first step to learning as the 2019-2020 
school year nears. 
 “Our Health and Enrollment Fair 
provides the opportunity for prospec-
tive Broncho families to learn about the 
Broncho difference and how our district 
is preparing all students for bright futures, 
whether that means college, apprentice-
ships, technical school or jobs right after 
they receive their diplomas,” said Scott 
Roper, Holly Area Schools superinten-
dent. “Our event also is an opportunity 
to ensure all Bronchos start the year off 
healthy and ready to learn.” 
 Throughout the day, prospective 

families had the opportunity to enroll 
their children in the district, and both 
prospective and current students re-
ceived free health screenings, lunch, 
school supplies and enjoyed family 
friendly activities at the Karl Richter 
Campus. About 80 students, parents, 
staff and community organizations 
volunteered their time for this event. 
 It’s not too late to register for the 
2019-2020 school year. Schools of

See HOLLY SCHOOLS on 20A

Students learn about the joys of 
reading at the Back to School Health 
and Enrollment Fair. Submitted photo

Hundreds attend Holly schools’ 
health and enrollment fair 

FAILS
Continued from Front Page
830 votes were cast and in Oakland 
County (Rose Township), 184 votes 
were cast. 
 School officials asked to in-
crease the expiring sinking fund 
millage amount from the current 
1 mill to 2.25 mills. The current 
fund expires Dec. 31.
 A property owner whose home 
has a taxable value of $75,000 
is currently be-
ing charged $75 
per year for the 
s ink ing  fund . 
With a new sink-
ing fund, that 
amount would 
have climbed to 
$168.75 per year.
 Many readers 
have stated the 
district is ask-
ing for too much 
money.
 Hartley said 
previously that 
the reason for the 
increase from 1 to 
2.25 mills stems 
from new legisla-
tion that allows 
school districts to 
leverage sinking 
fund dollars for 
not only repairs 
and construction, 
but also for securi-
ty and technology.
 Along wi th 
maintaining qual-
ity facilities, en-
hancing school 
security and pro-
gressing in instructional technology, 
a new sinking fund would have 
allowed the district to equip each 
school building with new HVAC 
climate control classrooms within a 
two-year period.
 In May, Hartley was asked about 
the need for a special election in 
August, when there will be a city-
wide election in November. He said, 
“Because of the current sinking 
fund expiring in December, we are 
placing the new sinking fund on the 

August ballot so we have an opportu-
nity to go back out to the community 
in November if the August vote is 
not favorable to the school district.”
 In a letter sent to parents Wednes-
day, Aug. 7, Hartley said, “The result 
of the Sinking Fund vote was not 
what we were hoping for, however, 
the result does not change the fact 
that we are fortunate to be in a great 
school community and we have 
many things to be grateful for here 

in FAPS.
 “I know many of 
you supported this 
critical funding 
source and we ap-
preciate your time 
and energy. I also 
know that some of 
you were strongly 
opposed to the 
Sinking Fund and 
I encourage you to 
contact me so we 
may have the feed-
back needed as we 
move forward.”
 Hartley said 
the result of the 
vote has prompt-
ed school officials 
to begin looking 
at what options 
they have when it 
comes to funding 
building repairs 
and construction 
along with school 
security. 
 “While the plan 
to have new HVAC 
in our buildings 
went down with 
the vote, we are 

fortunate to have Phase 3 of the 2014 
bond starting in 2021-22, to replace 
old technology with up-to-date tech-
nology,” he said. 
 The Board of Education and 
administration have some decisions 
to make, and will be looking to 
learn from the most recent election, 
Hartley said. 
 “Because a Sinking Fund is so 
critical to our financial stability, we 
will be assessing our options for the 
future,” he said. 

VOTING STATISTICS
• Number of city of Fenton 
(Genesee County, 1,357 
Fenton City/Fenton 
Township votes cast) voters 
registered in the Fenton 
Area Public Schools (FAPS) 
district: 9,168. The vote was 
694 “no” to 378 “yes” votes. 

• Number of Fenton 
Township (Genesee 
County, 1,357 Fenton City/
Fenton Township votes 
cast) voters registered in 
the FAPS district: 1,907. The 
vote was 199 “no” to 86 “yes” 
votes.

• Number of Tyrone 
Township (Livingston 
Count, 830 votes cast) 
voters registered in the FAPS 
district: 4,524. The vote was 
513 “no” to 317 “yes” votes.

• Number of Rose Township 
(Oakland County, 184 
votes cast) voters registered 
in the FAPS district: 1,326. 
The vote was 137 “no” to 47 
“yes” votes.

Enjoy the moment...
knowing your local independent agent,  

and the company that stands behind them,  

has your family covered.

THE BEST LOCAL 
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

BRAD HOFFMAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

“Serving the area for 47 years”
102 S. Leroy Street

Fenton, MI , 810-629-4991
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nU.S. News & World 
Report also ranks  
hospital 13th in state
Compiled by Sharon Stone
 U.S. News & World Report has 
recognized McLaren Flint as a top 
10 southeast Michigan hospital in its 
2019-20 Best Hospitals ranking. The 
378-bed tertiary hospital serves all of 
Genesee County. 
 Now in its 30th year, inclusion in the 
distinguished ranking demonstrates a 
healthcare provider’s proficiency in 
the delivery of its care and the resulting 
patient experience and outcome. 
 McLaren Flint also was ranked No. 
13 hospital in Michigan.
 Hospital rankings are based on ob-
jective, care-related data and statistics, 
while also factoring in the facility’s pa-
tient experience score and population-
specific health challenges.
 “Each and every day, we’re fortunate 
to have a team of physicians, nurses, 

and healthcare professionals who com-
mit themselves to high quality care for 
patients who put their trust in our care,” 
said Chad Grant, president and CEO 
of McLaren Flint. “Our ranking and 
inclusion on this list is a proud honor 
and result of that dedication.”
 More than 4,500 healthcare provid-
ers nationwide were evaluated in 25 
specialties, procedures and conditions.
 In addition to McLaren Flint’s rank-
ing as a Top Hospital in Southeast 
Michigan, the organization also ranked 
“High Performing” in its treatment of 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD) and heart failure and perfor-
mance in knee replacements.
 Five other McLaren Health Care fa-
cilities earned accolades by U.S. News 
& World Report including McLaren 
Northern Michigan, McLaren Greater 
Lansing, McLaren Macomb, McLaren 
Bay Region and McLaren Port Huron.
 Learn more about the services 
and care offered at McLaren Flint at 
mclaren.org/flint. 

McLaren Flint named a top 10 
hospital in southeast Michigan

LIFE IN PRISON
Continued from Front Page
 Jacquelyne Faye Tyson was found 
mentally ill and guilty of second-
degree murder and other charges 
July 9 in the Genesee County 7th 
Circuit Court, nearly three years 
after she fatally shot Lyric Work, 
20, formerly of Linden, and Tamara 
Johnson, 45, from Mt. Morris.
 Tyson also was found guilty and 
mentally ill beyond a reasonable 
doubt on three other counts, includ-
ing two counts of felony firearm 
and one count of premeditated 
murder in the first degree. 
 On July 26, 2016, Tyson entered 
the Grand Oaks Apartments offices 
and shot Work, who was pregnant 
at the time, and Johnson. Doctors 
were able to save Work’s baby girl, 
who is now 3 years old. Since the 
killings, Tyson has been declared 
incompetent twice, but was found 
to be competent this past January. 
 She rejected a plea deal late last 
year. Tyson underwent months of 
psychiatric treatment in Ypsilanti. 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTOS

Lyric Work (left) and Tamara 
Johnson were shot in the head 
as they worked as leasing agents 
at Grand Oaks Apartments in 
Grand Blanc on July 26, 2016. 
Jacquelyne Tyson, a resident of 
the apartment complex, has been 
sentenced to life in prison.

She pleaded guilty but mentally ill 
or insane in February. The court 
rejected her insanity plea.

View all stories 
online at
myfenton.com
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By Alex Petrie
 Linden — Years of immersive ex-
perience in technology and business 
communications enable TelNet Group 
to understand where their customers 
are, where they’ve been and, perhaps 
most importantly, where they’re going. 
 TelNet takes their customers into the 
future, while continuing to contribute to 
the expansion of the ongoing evolution 
of technology. 
 Founded in 2001, TelNet has devel-
oped a full suite of communication so-
lutions to meet their customers’ needs. 
Focusing on unified communications 
as a service (UCAAS), or business 
communications, the company offers 
a broad spectrum of products and ser-
vices designed to keep businesses and 
individuals on the cutting edge of tech-
nological communications and security. 

 With one of the highest customer 
service satisfaction rates in the country, 
TelNet consistently ranks within the top 
10 percent of more than 900 dealers 
in the United States. The company’s 
attention to detail and commitment to 
their customers are what sets them apart 
from their competition. 
 Businesses that benefit from TelNet 
products and services vary as widely as 
those products and services themselves. 
With an international reach — custom-
ers range from hospitals to manufac-
turing companies and everything in 
between —TelNet elevates all forms 
of enterprise.
 For more information about TelNet, 
visit its recently revamped website 
at telnetgroup.com. TelNet is at 1035 
N. Bridge St., Linden. Phone: (810) 
735-8585.

TelNet Group President Jeff Roggin and his wife, Project Manager Sue Roggin, 
say that TelNet team members pride themselves on their customers’ satisfaction. 
Founded in 2001, TelNet offers a full suite of communication solutions to meet 
customers’ needs. Photo: Alex Petrie

TelNet Group helps customers maintain tech edge 

HOT LINE CONTINUED
TO THE MAN and women standing 
outside Walmart collecting signatures 
for pro-life, may I suggest you not 
aggressively attack mothers with young 
children in their carts. I now have my 
8-, 6-, and 3-year-old asking what an 
abortion is. Very unacceptable.

nnn

OUR CITIZENS DEPEND on govern-
ment protection bureaus, like the en-
vironmental and consumer agencies, 
to protect us from fraud and deceptive 
practices. Trump is having them dis-
mantled. We have $1 trillion plus deficit.

nnn

NO, I DON’T think ‘owing a gun’ 
is a human right. However, it is a 
constitutional right. ‘Human right’ is 
just slang for progressive socialists to 
denote their personal views.

nnn

I AM SHOCKED and repulsed at the 
vicious and vulgar verbiage from Demo-
crat/Socialist candidates about the mass 
murders this past weekend. Their politi-
cization and insensitivity of this situation 
were very apparent. These opportunists 
have no solutions and never intervened 
when mass shootings occurred during 
Clinton or Obama administrations.

MOVING AUCTION

RowleyAuctions.com810-724-4035

Saturday, August 17 • 10 AM
Location: 10201 N. Webster Rd., Clio

Directions: From I-75 (Exit# 126) & Mt. Morris Rd., turn West onto 
W. Mt. Morris Rd., go ½ mile, turn North onto Linden Rd., go 2 miles, 

turn West onto Dodge Rd., go 1 mile, turn North onto Webster Rd. Auction is 
between Wilson Rd. & Dodge Rd. and South of M-57. Watch for auction signs. 

Due to plans of selling their home and will need to downsize dramatically.
Rowley’s Auction Service will conduct a live on-site auction. 

Auctioneer’s Note: Two auctioneers – bring a friend. Off-road parking.
Cushman Truckster Electric Shop Truck 

Tools & Garage Related
Generac C4000 Series Generator • Wisconsin Robin Winpower GP4000RE Gen-
erator • Toro 5620 Snowblower  • John Deere TRS21 Snowblower w/electric start

Power Back DeVilbiss 5250 Watt Generator • Toro Power Lite Snowblower 
w/electric start • Ryobi 4 Cycle Rototiller GC430  • 1000’s of Hand and Power 

Tools (some new)• Black Bull Floor Drill Press

Antiques/Furniture/Collectibles 
Railroad Track Switches • Antique Rocking Horse • Johnson 35 HP Outboard Motor 

• Antique Furniture • Grandfather Clock • Coca-Cola Collector Bottles – 1000’s 
Coke Machine • Large Antique Gas Station Oil Pump/Holding Tank

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR LARGE LIST & PHOTOS
Terms: Cash, Cks, Visa/MC, (3% buyer’s fee on CC payments). All items are sold “as-is” and must 
be paid in full day of sale.
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nEvent continues to grow 
in 19th year with more 
restaurants than ever 
By Tim Jagielo
 Fenton — Like father like son, Jamil 
Brown, 12, and father Jamil Brown Sr. 
of Flint Township, were both participants 
in eating contests at Taste in Fenton on 
Wednesday, Aug. 7. 
 Jamil was in the doughnut-eating con-
test, and his father 
was in the pie-eating 
contest. When asked 
about the event, 
Brown Sr. said, “I 
think it’s good, it 
gets everyone out of 
the house.”
 Jamil didn’t re-
peat his success in 
winning like last 
year, but he still gets 
a year’s worth of 
doughnuts from CRUST A Baking Com-
pany along with the other participants.
 It seemed like everyone attended the 
19th annual summer food sampler event, 
hosted by the Fenton Regional Chamber 
of Commerce. There were 21 businesses 
and restaurants providing food and hun-
dreds visiting downtown. There was 
music, feats of strength, contests, food, 
beverages and networking with several 
businesses and organizations that set up 

tents in the park.
 “This is happening, this is pretty big,” 
said Stephanie Perrie of Tyrone Town-
ship as she chatted with friends on the 
lawn of Rackham Park, which was full 
of visitors with tickets waiting in line 
behind her. 
 Families and friends gathered filling 
every corner of the normally quiet park, 
with the Shiawassee River winding 
behind them. Many hid from the bright 
summer sun by the abundance of shade 

trees.
 The tickets were 
sold in strips of 
10 for $10. Res-
taurants decided 
how many tickets 
a single item cost. 
 Matt Sherrow, 
Fenton Regional 
Chamber of Com-
merce chairman, 
estimates up to 
3,000 people came 

to the event. “The Fenton area has seen 
tremendous growth over the last decade 
and that was certainly showcased yester-
day,” he said.
 Changes from last year include more 
space for guests and cocktails from the 
Relief & Resource Co. 
 “I love these events because it cre-
ates an enormous sense of community,” 
Sherrow said. Aside from being a family 
friendly event, Sherrow said, “It gives our 

‘‘ The Fenton area 
has seen tremendous 
growth over the last 
decade and that was 
certainly showcased 

yesterday.’’ 
Matt Sherrow

Fenton Regional Chamber of 
Commerce chairperson

Taste in Fenton is the ‘happening’ place

Several volunteers ran the event. The Fenton Winery and Brewery had volunteers 
at its station in the beer tent. Photo: Tim Jagielo

Kelly Holmes of Tyrone Township works to keep her beer stein aloft at the Taste in 
Fenton contest. She won with a time of approximately eight minutes. Photo: Tim Jagielo

community an opportunity to try many 
restaurants that they hadn’t been able to 
visit or didn’t know existed.”

Winners at taste in Fenton 2019
 Taste in Fenton is about sampling 
the fare of local businesses, but also fun 

contests. There were several Wednesday.
 The pie-eating contest winner was 
Chris Hicks of Fenton, who took home 
the $500 prize. 
 The doughnut-eating contest winner 
was Cody Dawes, 12, of Fenton. 

See TASTE on 21A

MORTGAGE 
          MADE SIMPLE

We put the client first
Fixed Rate • Adjustable Rate • FHA • VA • USDA

Approve and close in less than 30 days

17460 Silver Parkway
Fenton, MI • 48430

SimpleMortgage.cc
810-766-9191

Ron Newton
Branch Manager
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T.J. MAXX
Continued from Front Page
 “Our newest store in Fenton 
will offer an ever-changing selec-
tion of high-quality, on-trend and 
brand-name merchandise at the 
amazing prices T.J.Maxx is known 
for,” said Tim Miner, president of 
T.J.Maxx.  “Our buyers create a 
unique mix that offers value for 
styles in every department, and 
we’re excited to bring this experi-
ence to a new neighborhood.
 “With a constant flow of new 
arrivals, we offer an exciting one-
stop-shop that makes it easy for 
consumers to find what they want, 
take it home that day and save 
money at the same time.”

Grand opening
 Local shoppers can celebrate the 
newest location on Thursday, Aug. 
15 starting at 8 a.m. until 10 p.m. 
and experience the off-price shop-
ping. Reusable bags will be given 
to the first 500 customers.

Community support
 In celebration of its new Fenton 
location, T.J.Maxx will contribute 
to the surrounding community 
by presenting a $10,000 donation 
to Fenton Center of Hope at the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on Aug. 
15 at 7:30 a.m. The new store also 
will join all other stores nationwide 
in sponsoring Save the Children’s 
U.S. Programs. T.J.Maxx also sup-
ports Save the Children, Autism 
Speaks, and Joslin Diabetes Center 
with annual in-store fundraising 
campaigns.

 The Fenton Area Toastmasters 
Club has moved into a new location 
and elected a new slate of club officers 
for the upcoming year. Sharon Howell 
is the new president. Robin Riddell 
will serve as vice president of edu-
cation and will assist club members 
in reaching their educational goals. 
The vice president of membership is 
Lucy Brooks. Local author Wesley A. 
Whittaker is the new vice president of 
public relations. 
 The club’s new secretary is Corissa 
Banghart. Jim Orolim will serve as 
treasurer and Paula Simpson is the 
sergeant-at-arms. Scott Farnell is the 

immediate past president. 
 Fenton Area Toastmasters meet ev-
ery Friday morning, except holidays 
and Fenton High School snow days, 
in the training room of the Fenton Fire 
Department. Parking and entrance is 
on the east side of the building. Meet-
ings start at 7:45 a.m. and run for about 
an hour. Visitors are always welcome. 
Visit the Fenton Area Toastmasters 
Club online or call (810) 620-7590. 
 Toastmasters International is a 
non-profit educational organization 
that teaches public speaking and 
leadership skills through a worldwide 
network of clubs. 

From left are Robin Riddell, Wesley A. Whittaker, Sharon Howell, Corissa Banghart, 
Lucy Brooks, Scott Farnell, Paula, Simpson and Jim Orolim. Submitted photo

Fenton area Toastmasters elect new officers

HOLLY SCHOOLS
Continued from Page 16A
Choice applications will be accepted 
through Aug. 23. 
 Learn more at hask12.org/prospec-
tive-families/enrollment or by calling 
(248) 328-3106. 
 “From our cutting-edge instructional 
technology, to our top-notch science, 
technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) and career and technical educa-
tion instruction, to a variety of dual enroll-
ment programs, to our award-winning fine 
arts ensembles, there’s truly never been a 
better time to be a Broncho,” Roper said. 
“I encourage all families to learn what 
#BronchoPride is all about today.”

Providing Quality Products 
& Service You Can Trust 

stay
summer

Sales & Service Installation
Servicing All Makes & Models

Heat Pumps • Boilers • Furnaces

SCHEDULE YOUR 
AIR CONDITIONING 
CLEAN & CHECK 

BEFORE THE HEAT 
OF THE SUMMER!

810-629-4946
409 E. Caroline • Fenton

www.davelambheating.com

42220 (11-16)

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Secure her 
dreams 
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Secure her 
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42221 (11-16)

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Secure his  
dreams 

Corissa Banghart
1190 Torrey Rd., Fenton
810-629-1566
bbmich.com
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There were 21 businesses with food 
offerings at the 19th annual Taste in 
Fenton. Photo: Tim Jagielo

TASTE
Continued from Page 19A
 The 50/50 raffle winner was Brad 
Emerton. He took home $460 of the 
$920 raised in the raffle. His wife Jen 
picked it up, very surprised at the sudden 
financial bonus. The other $460 will go to 
the Fenton Regional Chamber of Com-
merce scholarship fund. 
 The Fenton Winery and Brewery 
(FWB) ran their beer stein-holding con-
test. Participants held up an 18-ounce 
water-filled stein, arm straight, for as 
long as possible. Winners got to keep 
their FWB stein and won a free wine 
club membership.
 The women’s winner was Kelly Hol-
mes of Tyrone Township, holding up her 
stein for eight minutes. 
 The men’s winner was Mike Adams, 
64, of Linden, holding his up for nearly 
15 minutes. 

COMPILED BY VERA HOGAN

WHAT YOU MISSED IN THE

MIDWEEK 
TIMES

The following are stories you may 
have missed in the Wednesday, 
Aug. 7, Midweek Times. To sub-

scribe and receive both the Midweek 
and Sunday Weekend editions, 
please call (810) 629-8282.

North Road 
reconstruction 
project has 
begun
Roundabout 
work will begin 
after Labor Day and conclude 
by the end of November. 

Motorcycle crash claims life of 
Howell resident
Todd Aurand, 52, of Howell was 
killed in a motorcycle crash 
Saturday, Aug. 3 in Livingston 
County. Driver of car fails to 
yield right-of-way.

Drawbridge to be out by 
Aug. 13
The unauthorized drawbridge 
on Lobdell Lake will reportedly 
be taken out on Tuesday, Aug. 
13. State’s evaluation reports 
available online.

Sharin’ the spotlight
Editor Sharon Stone expresses 
gratitude to local law 
enforcement for doing their part 
to keep residents and visitors 
safe in public.

Series on city of Fenton parks
Freedom Park, bordered by 
Shiawassee, West Elizabeth 
and Park Street, will become a 
tribute to area veterans in 2020. 

Murder spree that shocked 
the nation
Charles Manson influences 
followers to commit brutal 
murders 50 years ago.

FIFTH ANNUAL COMMUNITY 
SHRED EVENT 
Did you know you are putting yourself 
at risk for identity theft by simply toss-
ing your personal information in the 
trash? Clear your clutter wisely and 
join us for our fifth annual Community 
Shred Day for paper documents only 
from 10 a.m. to noon Friday, Aug. 
16 at Kaydan Wealth Management, 
329 W. Silver Lake Rd., Fenton. Paper-
clips and staples allowed. The event 
is free and there is a 10-box limit per 
person. First come first served. Sign 
up to receive an email copy of the 
Certification of Destruction. There is 
a 20-yard dumpster on-site for boxes 
and other large items that cannot be 
shredded. Enjoy refreshments with the 
Kaydan Wealth team.

CALENDAR OF

EVENTS
COMPILED BY SHARON STONE

248-240-1379   |  WWW.STANSFIREPLACE.COM

& Chimney Service
- Licensed & Insured -

SERVING GENESEE, OAKLAND & LIVINGSTON COUNTIES 
SINCE 1983

Stan’s Fireplace

Trust your chimney to the experts and 
Certified Chimney Professionals at

Stan’s Fireplace & Chimney 
is pleased to announce that

Jordan Peters 
has earned the 

Certified Chimney Professional Designation

Congratulations 
Jordan!

“When it comes to fire, would you leave your 
home in the hands of just any guy with a ladder and a brush? 
Why not instead, trust your chimney to a Certified Chimney Professional who 
has proven by independent testing that they have demonstrated 
a professional level of knowledge of chimneys and vents.”

1398 N. Leroy Street
in Fenton

jamesrachordds.com

Call today to reserve your spot! 
1-844-727-3755

www.adaa.us

Proudly presented by:

DENTAL ASSISTING 
CLASSES!

Now registering for September

Become a Trained Dental 
Assistant in ONLY 10 weeks!
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Linden’s Hobson earns Tri-County’s 
Softball Player of the Year honors

Linden varsity football coach Denny Hopkins 
began coaching in 1973. The Eagles will host their 
annual canoe trip this weekend before starting 
practices Monday. Photo: Monica Bradburn

Who will take us 
MH E?O

13575 Fenton Rd • Fenton
www.adoptapetfenton.com

810-629-0723
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday 12pm-5pm

Thursday 12-7 • Sunday 1pm-4pm
Closed Monday & Wednesday

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:

I’m the sweetest squishy 
face boy ever!  
I love dogs and 

I’m scared of cats.

Thula
I’m a young 
respectful girl 

who loves to be 
right by your side. 

Cosmos

CALL FOR 
A FREE 
QUOTE! 810.516.7096DECORATING DESIGNand

www.accentdd.com
810-232-3530

Painting & Wall Coverings

810-266-5167 • 11097 SILVER LAKE RD. • BYRON, MI 48418
D&T Heating and Cooling Co.

By David Troppens
 Jordyn Hobson was on a 12U team 
playing in a tournament when some-
one quickly noticed her talent.
 “I was playing in a tournament in 
Canton and one of the college coaches 
watching me from Trine talked to my 
Dad,” Hobson said. 
 From that young age, Hobson start-
ed understanding that maybe she was 
pretty good at this softball thing.
 Whether it’s at the plate or on the 
mound, the sophomore played a huge 
role in the Linden Eagles’ league 
championship and district title season. 
She started every Metro League game 
on the mound and started every game 
as the team’s lead-off hitter. Certainly 
no player in the tri-county area had as 

much of an impact on her team’s final 
record than Hobson, helping her earn 
the 2019 Tri-County Softball Player of 
the Year honors. She edged out Fen-
ton’s Division I First-Team All-State 
shortstop and University of Iowa-
bound Erin Carter for the honor, main-
ly because of her tremendous impact 
on Linden’s squad at both the mound 
and in the batter’s box.
 On the mound, she made her big-
gest impact by starting all 16 Metro 
League contests. The Eagles finished 
14-2, earning a co-title with Owosso, 
Linden’s first league championship 
since 1998. In those league games, she 
posted a 3.02 earned run average while 
allowing just 19 walks versus her 65 
strike outs. She finished the season 

with a 21-5 record overall, recording 
a 3.29 earned run average. She walked 
just 32 batters while striking out 136 
in 163 2/3 innings. At the start of the 
season, it wasn’t for sure Hobson 
would start every game, but it ended 
up working out that way.
 “Last year she split time because 
she was a freshman,” Linden varsi-
ty softball coach Gordon Jamison 
said. “Early in the year the plan 
was to split time  and build her 
to the point where she could 
possibly pitch both games. 
And having her pitch 
both games would al-
low us to keep other 
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Linden’s Jordyn 
Hobson is our Tri-

County Softball Player 
of the Year. She started 

all 16 of Linden’s 
Metro League games 

on the mound and 
batted over .500.

Eagles finish busy summer, now preparing to camp
By David Troppens
 Denny Hopkins became Linden’s 
varsity head football coach in 1998.
 A year later another Linden foot-
ball trademark began — the canoe 
trip.
 “My second year after taking over 
as varsity football coach I wanted to 

do something they have never done 
before just to get the kids excited,” 
Hopkins said. 
 The team went to one of the as-
sistant coach’s uncle’s home in Mio.
 “We went down the river and it 
was huge,” Hopkins said. “The kids 
had a blast and there was a lot of 

team bonding stuff. It turned out re-
ally well. We’ve done it every year 
ever since.”
 The event has changed venues. 
This year the team is going to assis-
tant coach and Linden athletic director 
Greg Durkac’s cabin near Grayling.

See EAGLES on 23A
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REST OF FIRST TEAM
Pitchers School
Taylor Godlewski ......................... Lake Fenton
Outfielders School
Madison Morse .................................... Linden
Addy Taylor .......................................... Fenton
Cheryl Hatch ........................................ Fenton
Catchers School
Ellie Klocek ........................................... Linden
Haley Whittecar ........................... Lake Fenton

Infielders School
Erin Carter (State First Team)............... Fenton

Gillian Cohoon ........................................ Holly

Mikayla Dettman .................................. Linden

Olivia Tanner (State HMention) ... Lake Fenton

Allie Lavallier ............................... Lake Fenton

Jillian Widner ........................................ Linden

PLAYER OF THE YEAR: 
Jordyn Hobson, Linden pitcher

Hobson batted .522 and pitched every inning 
of Linden’s league contests, helping lead the 

Eagles to a co-Metro title and to a district crown.

All Tri-County Softball Team 

Here is a list of the players 

that made our All Tri-County 

Softball Team as selected by 

the sports staff.

Something to

about
Smile
New Patient 

Special

$85
Includes: Cleaning, Exam 
& complete set of x-rays 
(original value of $360)

www.drmcgarry.com
810-735-9426 

200 Lindenwood Dr. • Linden
Mon. Tues. Wed. 11am-7pm • Thurs. 8am-3pm

Sat. by appt only

Patricia A. McGarry, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry

WE’RE YOUR STATE-OF-THE-ART, 
HOME TOWN DENTAL CARE EXPERTS!

HOBSON
Continued from 
Page 22A

players in other po-
sitions and make us 
stronger defensively.
 “After every first 

game I’d ask her if she 
was fine and she said she 

was ready to go. Ellie (Klocek) 
caught all of the games, and that 
helped too.”
 Hobson was one of the Met-
ro League’s elite hurlers. She 
earned unanimous selection to 
the Metro League’s first team.
 “I like pitching a lot,” Hob-
son said. “That’s my favorite 
position. I just like pitching to 
batters because I can call the 
plays and do different things.
 “I didn’t expect (to start 
every Metro game), but I 
enjoyed it. I still had a lot 
of energy to pitch the sec-

ond games, so I did.”
 Offensively, Hobson was 

just as impressive, batting 
.522 for the season. She 
collected 59 hits in 113  

at bats, collecting 12 doubles and 
five triples in the process. That 
earned her a .717 slugging per-
centage. She also walked 22 times, 
aiding her .606 on-base percent-
age. She finished the season with 
an impressive 1.323 OPS.
 “She was a good hitter last year, 
but she was an even better hit-
ter this year,” Jamison said. “Last 
year she batted lower in the order 
to take some of the pressure off. 
She approaches hitting the same 
way she does pitching. 
She grinds it out, so we 
moved her to the lead-
off spot. She makes a 
pitcher work, and even 
if they get her out, the 
pitcher had to work for 
it. She sets a nice tone 
for our offense.”
 “I was happy with 
everything, my pitch-
ing and my hitting this 
year,” Hobson said. “I 
was the leadoff hitter 
the first game and hit 
there ever since. On my 
travel softball team I’m 

either the first or second hitter, so I 
was hoping I’d be the first hitter.”
 Jamison appreciates Hobson’s 
work ethic as much as anything. 
However, he’s not even sure Hob-
son knows that she has a high 
work ethic because it seems she 
enjoys working, possibly making 
it look like fun.
 “She loves to train. I don’t even 
know if she realizes she likes do-
ing it,” Jamison said. “If I say we 
are going to run two laps and then 

hit 50 balls off a tee, she just goes 
and does it. She enjoys it. She’s a 
gym rat, or maybe a field rat since 
this is softball.”
 Hobson still has two more years 
left in her high school career.
 “I just want to keep practicing 
more and see how far we can go 
into the tournament,” Hobson said. 
 With Hobson leading the way, 
don’t be surprised if they go plenty 
deeper in the state tourney during 
the next two seasons.
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 “We are going to do some canoe-
ing, have corn hole tournaments and 
we play a bunch of games. I don’t go 
down any water slides any more. I’m 
still hurting from that one, but we get 
the kids together and just have a lot 
of fun.”
 The water slide incident Hopkins 
is talking about happened during 
2012’s trip. While going on the ca-
noe trip, a group of people had a slip 
and slide going down a dune into the 
river. At the bottom of the river there 
was a bump which probably was the 
culprit of the injury.
 The players camp in tents and hot-
dogs and hamburgers are made for 
many of the meals. There’s usually 
a trip to Dairy Queen as well. One 
of the big events involves the players 
learning the Linden fight song.
 “The kids look forward to it and 
it’s pretty neat,” Hopkins said. “As 
long as they want to continue to go, 
we’ll do it.”
 It’s also a nice reward for a hard 

summer of work. Just like every oth-
er team, the squad has done plenty 
of 7-on-7 events during the summer. 
They’ve lifted weights and also ran 
their annual Linden Spread Camp.
 “It’s been a good summer,” Hop-
kins said. “The thing is we’ve been 
getting better every week. That’s the 
goal and we’ve done it.”
 The Eagles had a tough season a 
year ago, suffering maybe more inju-
ries than any other year of Hopkins’s 
coaching career. The squad went 4-5 
and missed the playoffs for the first 
time since 2001.
 “The returning guys are upset 
they missed the playoffs last year,” 
Hopkins said. “Their main concern 
is to make the playoffs. The ju-
niors and first-year varsity players, 
that’s grinding on them a little bit. 
It’s made them work a little harder 
so they can get back and experience 
what everyone else before them ex-
perienced.”
 The first official day of Michigan 
football practice is Monday. The 
team’s first game is at Pontiac Notre 
Dame Prep on Aug. 30. 
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