
‘‘Gov. Whitmer is a typical 
Democrat. The solution to every 

problem is to raise 
taxes, not reduce 
costs. If we ran our 
households the way 
politicians run the 
states and the coun-

try, we’d all be bankrupt.”

‘‘Whenever a new source 
of taxation is created it never 

means that the old 
source is aban-
doned. It merely 
means that the politi-
cians have imple-
mented two ways of 

milking the taxpayer where they 
had one before.”

‘‘Weapon-free signs? 
Yeah, that’s a brilliant 

idea. Because 
what potential 
shooter would 
want to violate 
that rule.” ‘‘$48,000 for a light pole, 

$65,000 for a butterfly and $14 
million for a non-motorized 
trail? Zero for neighborhood 
streets and roads. Vote the nuts 
out of Fenton.”
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nFenton Township man due 
back in court Friday, March 
8 for pre-exam conference
By Sharon Stone
 The state of Michigan’s Li-
censing and Regulatory Affairs’ 

(LARA) Bureau of Construc-
tion Codes issued an order of 
summary suspension Tuesday, 
March 5 against Bruce Charles 
Holder of Fenton Township, 
under the residential builder

See ROAD RAGE on 10A

Area woman 
involved in 
solicitation 
for murder
nCould get five years 
for her part in scheme 
to kill two men for  
jailed boyfriend
By Sharon Stone
 Matthea Spicer, 20, of Hart-
land Township pleaded guilty 
Friday, March 1 in Livingston 
County to her involvement in a 
scheme to have two men killed 
(solicitation for murder). 
 Spicer was the girlfriend of 
James Bonam, 23, of Brighton 
who was jailed on a May 2018 
larceny case in Brighton Town-
ship, where he was arrested for 
stealing a skid loader (bobcat) 
from a residential construction 
site. Bonam was on parole at the 
time of his arrest.
 While jailed, awaiting trial, 
Michigan State Police (MSP) 
detectives said Bonam had 
asked another jail inmate to kill 
two people, his co-defendant and 
the victim. The co-defendant, 
who had not been in trouble with 
police before, had confessed to 
the crime and his information 
led to Bonam’s arrest.

See SCHEME on 21A

nKetchmark, Koch have been 
going to Lakeland since 1986
By David Troppens
 Baseball is known for its traditions.
 One of the biggest for the Detroit Tigers is their 
spring training destination. Minus the World War 
II years, the Tigers have been going to Lakeland, 
Florida for spring training since 1934. 

 Tri-county sisters Denise Ketchmark and 
Debi Koch know about this tradition well. In 
fact, they’ve been a part of it since 1986 when 
the siblings went to their grandparents’ during 
college spring break to experience the Tigers’ 
spring training.
 The experience hooked them immediately. 
Since then, they’ve gone every year. They’ll be 
making their annual trek on March 21.

See SPRING TRAINING on 20A

Sisters make Tigers spring training a family tradition
Sisters Denise 

Ketchmark (left) and 
Debi Koch (right) 

take a photo with Lou 
Whitaker sometime 
in the 1980s at the 

Detroit Tigers’ spring 
training facility in 

Lakeland, Florida. 
Submitted photo

James 
Bonam

Bruce 
HolderMatthea

Spicer

Ash Wednesday heralds the beginning of Lent

Ash Wednesday was March 6. The 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church in Fenton drew 500 churchgoers to be 
anointed with ash on their foreheads. This is a symbol of repentance and the start of Lent for Christians. Here, Fr. Robert Copeland 
(right) anoints the forehead of St. John School student Lauren Harrold, 14, while Deacon Dan Medich anoints the forehead of another 
student. Photo: Tim Jagielo

‘He’s demanding his jury trial’
nFenton 
Township CSC 
case set to 
begin March 12 
By Tim Jagielo
 Derek Watson’s 
jury trial is set to be-
gin Tuesday, March 

12 with Genesee 
County 7th Circuit 
Court Judge Kay 
Behm presiding. 
 “We’re prepared 
for trial and we’re 
looking forward to 
trial. All plea offers 
See TRIAL on 10A

State suspends builder 
license of road rage suspect
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Fenton • $125,000
Desirable Ground Floor, 2 Bedroom, 2 Full Bath 

Condo. Open Concept Floor Plan. Features Handicap 
Accommodations.  Peaceful Setting.

Trish Zito-Smith 
810-516-9894

Jason Woods  
810-394-3095

Sue Yeotis
810-516-7359

Michele 
Papatheodore
810-516-3060

Andrea Shearer
810-919-1375

Cindy Rivette 
810-240-6489

Dennis Niec 
810-691-5308

Jerry Rule 
810-965-4011

Grand Blanc • $204,900
Well Maintained End Unit Open Concept Condo 

With Many Updates. Newer Kitchen w/Appliances 
And Granite Counter Tops. Finished LL W/O w/3rd 
Bedroom And Full Bath. Composite Deck w/Stairs 

To Yard.

Sharon Davis 
810-964-2144

Jackie Sparre  
248-802-9509

Bob Walters  
810-222-9468

Sean Affrica 
810-569-6531

Karen Esker 
810-240-7483

Nicole Dzendzel  
248-910-1240

Jeremy Hoover
810-691-8588

Stacey Hinds
248-408-5639

Steven Melchor 
810-513-1561

Lanphear Team
810-922-9629

Heather Guminski
810-280-1183

Carol Ray
Associate Broker
Sales Associate

810-265-0206

Visit bhhsmi.com  
2359 W Shiawassee Ave.  Fenton 

(810) 629-0680
© 2019 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchise of BHH Affiliates, LLC. 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity.  

Your Dream Home is just a click awaY…
bhhsmi.com

Fenton • $845,000
3 Lighthouse

WATERFRONT! Unique, Mid-Century Modern, 
3,100 SF Ranch Located On Highly Desired Lake 
Fenton. Stunning 4 Bedroom, 3 Full Bath w/Open 

Kitchen.  83’ Lake Frontage Offers Beautiful Views.

Fenton • $639,000
12229 Woodline

Almost 7,500 SF Of Custom Quality Living Space, 
Located On A 3 Acre Wooded Lot In Prestigious 
Estate Size Lot Subdivision. 5 Bedroom Colonial,  
Updated Gourmet Kitchen, And Finished LL W/O.

Fenton • $1,699,000
One-of-a-kind Lake Ponemah Masterpiece designed by multiple-

time Detroit Home Design Award winner Christopher Macklin and 
crafted by third-generation custom homebuilder Patrick Widing. 
Sitting on a scenic 1.77 acre waterfront lot w/142 ft of frontage 
along the shores of this All-Sports lake is a property that exudes 

elegance, sophistication, luxury, & craftsmanship throughout every 
detail and an abundance of custom features that will leave you 
amazed. Live vicariously through yourself with the comforts of 

resort living into your everyday. 

Clarkston • $679,900
Custom Built Estate Sits Well Off Clarkston Rd., 
Near The Rear Of 3 Acres Hidden Behind Trees 
And Pond. 5 Bedroom Colonial. Over 7,800 SF 

Of Living Space w/Fin. LL.

Acreage

Announcing Our Newest Team Members

Brian LaRowe
810-869-4268

John-Keri Kinnunen
734-972-7388

Holly Brown 
810-938-9658

New On Market
Waterfront

Open 
Sunday 
1-3 pm

Open 
Sunday 
1-3 pm

South Lyon • $112,000
25124 Jefferson Ct

Non-Smoking, 2 Bed, 2 Bath Condo Features Entry 
Level Access, Enclosed Florida Room, Finished LL 
w/Family Room, Full Bath, And Office. 55+ Co-op 

Community.

Open 
Saturday
12-3 pm

New On Market New On Market

Fenton • $529,900
Super Charming Lake Fenton Lifestyle Home!  

60 Ft Of Sandy Frontage and Beautiful Level Lot. 
Florida Room w/Stunning Views Of Lake.  

4 Bedrooms, Living Room, Family Room, Dining 
Room and Spacious Kitchen.  

Includes Lot Across The Street w/Shed.

Waterfront
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The opinions and/or views expressed in the Tri-County Times print editions and the Tri-County Times’ social media platforms — including but not limited to: blogs, Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, Instagram and YouTube — represent the thoughts of individual bloggers 
and online communities, and not necessarily those of Tri-County Times or any of its corporate affiliates, officers, employees or members of its respective board of directors. The opinions and views expressed on these pages and platforms do not in any way reflect 
the views of the site they are posted on, other sites affiliated with the site or any members of the site. While Tri-County Times’ makes reasonable efforts to monitor and/or moderate content posted on its social media platforms, we do not moderate all comments. 
Social news is no longer published in the Tri-County Times or its affiliates due to privacy and safety practices. This includes content such as birth announcements, birthdays, school graduations, wedding or engagement announcements and wedding anniversaries. 
Recognition of members of our communities serving on active duty in the Armed Forces will be published at no charge.

CONTACT INFORMATION
General Office ..........810-629-8282
Advertising ...............810-629-8281
Classifieds ................810-433-6787
Circulation ................810-433-6797
Hot Line ................... myfenton.com
Fax ............................810-629-9227
Email ............... news@tctimes.com

HOURS: 
Monday-Thursday:
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday

Closed

The Tri-County Times is published semi-
weekly by JAMS Media, LLC, 256 N. 
Fenway Drive, Fenton, Michigan 48430. 
We serve the communities of: Fenton, 
Linden, Lake Fenton, Holly, Hartland, 
Byron, Gaines, Davisburg, Swartz Creek 
and Grand Blanc and the townships 
of: Fenton, Holly, Rose, Tyrone and 
Argentine. We reserve the right to accept 
or refuse any content and/or advertising 
submissions. myfenton.com

EDITORIAL STAFF

Editor Sharon Stone ........................810-433-6786 .......... sstone@tctimes.com 
Associate Editor Vera Hogan ..........810-433-6823 .......... vhogan@tctimes.com 
Media Editor Tim Jagielo.................810-433-6795 .......... tjagielo@tctimes.com
Staff Reporter Hannah Ball .............810-433-6792 .......... hball@tctimes.com
Features Writer Sally Rummel .......................................... news@tctimes.com
Sports Editor David Troppens .........810-433-6789 .......... dtroppens@tctimes.com

nNewspapers large 
and small survive 
— and thrive — by 
keeping the focus on 
hyper-local coverage 
By Tim Jagielo
 Michigan has been home to 
hundreds of newspapers of vary-
ing sizes.
 The most 
current list of 
past and pres-
ent newspa-
pers in Michi-
gan includes 
large dailies, 
m o m - a n d -
pop commu-
nity papers, 
college papers 
and shoppers. 
 The Michi-
gan Press 
Association 
(MPA) is a 
n o n - p r o f i t 
group that 
works to promote the interests of 
member newspapers and individ-
ual journalists. There are currently 
197 MPA newspaper members, 
which is down from 245 weekly 
papers in 2008. 
 One of the smallest community 
papers in Michigan is the Climax 

‘‘ I think there’s a 
large segment of our 
population whether 

online or in print, that 
want their local news. 

Whether it’s 100 
or 100,000, there’s 
always something 

interesting in a town, 
village or city.’’Bruce Rolfe

Climax Crescent 
newspaper co-owner

The state of 
newspapers 
in Michigan

Michigan Web Press in Davisburg prints 120 daily, weekly and monthly newspaper and periodical 
titles, including the Tri-County Times and The View Newspaper Group. Photo: Tim Jagielo

Aaron Ortiz moves a ream of paper into position between print jobs Thursday, March 7. The cost of 
paper has recently increased, adding a burden to print publications. Photo: Tim Jagielo

Crescent, located 25 miles east of 
Kalamazoo.
 It’s owned and operated by 
Bruce and Crystal Rolfe out of 
their home. Their newspaper 
and house share an answering 
machine.
 “I think there’s a large seg-
ment of our population, whether 
online or in print, that want their 
local news,” Bruce said. “Wheth-

er it’s 100 
or 100,000 
(population), 
there’s always 
something in-
teresting in a 
town, village 
or city.”
 Locally fo-
cused cover-
age is valued 
at this two-
person paper 
and all the 
way up to the 
100 editorial 
staff members 
of the Detroit 
News.

 “I think they are still doing what 
they’ve always done, which is to 
provide a snapshot of the local com-
munity, and accountability for local 
governments, which people look for 
in their community newspapers,” 
said Lisa McGraw with the MPA.

See NEWSPAPERS on 21A
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  • It’s amazing to me (and I’ll bet 
Gov. Whitmer, too) how everyone has 
better solutions to fixing Michigan’s 
Third World roads the second anyone 
(in this case, Whitmer) dares to put for-
ward a plan. Look, I don’t want to pay 
.45 extra cents per gallon. I’d prefer to 
keep every shekel I ever made and not 
give away a cent of it. But that’s not the 
real world. In the real world, roads and 
other nice things cost money. 
 Michigan hasn’t spent that money 
for decades because we were too cheap, 
too short-sighted and our politicians 

were more inter-
ested in cam-
paign donations 
than our best 
interests. And 
now, because of 
it, we’re stuck 
with goat paths. 
 And for the 
same reasons, 
Flint has been 
stuck without 
a safe water 

supply for four years now. Four. They 
won’t be the last. It won’t be long 
before other cities face the same issue. 
This is Michigan. This is our house. 
And our house, frankly, is a mess. It’s 
the worst one on the block, in fact. If 
your house looked as bad as Michi-
gan’s, wouldn’t you fix it? Of course 
you would. So, stop griping about pay-
ing for the roads we all benefit from. 
Stop waiting for a perfect solution. 
There is no perfect solution. Roads cost 
money. If you want good roads, you 
have to pay for them. Period.
  • If I had a mic, I’d drop it right 
about now. Seriously, though, we all 
wonder why nothing gets done in so-
ciety on … name an issue. It’s because 
we literally pick everything to death. 
Over and over we let perfect be the en-
emy of the good. Dose of reality: Good 
is far better than perfect because perfect 
doesn’t exist.
  • A study published in Couple 
Family Psychology says Ishpeming, 
up in the U.P., is the divorce capital 
of Michigan. A lack of commitment, 
the journal says, is the most common 
reason for divorce. It didn’t cite “too 
much time togedduh over da long, 

unending winters, eh?” as a reason. But 
I figure that’s a leading one in Ishpem-
ing or anywhere else north of the 45th 
parallel.  
  • I promised I was going to shut 
up about my irritation that the Detroit 
Tigers aren’t even trying to compete 
again this year. Then I saw a headline 
that said, “Detroit Tigers’ Christopher 
Ilitch: Discipline the key in team’s 
rebuilding process.”  That sounds al-
most reasonable until you consider the 
Ilitches just spent $1.4 billion on their 
50-block District Den project surround-
ing the new stadium in Detroit. 
 Think that 
might have 
something to do 
with letting the 
Tigers wither on 
the vine while 
still asking fans 
to support them? 
I’d respect them 
if they said 
“Sorry, fans, we 
just spent a bil-
lion on an empty 
Field of Dreams 
neighborhood 
so we’re feeling 
too tapped out to spend what it takes 
to compete.” Instead, they’re fibbing 
to fans about how it takes five years to 
rebuild. Baloney. There are dozens of 
good, cheap free agents without teams 
willing to sign short term deals. The 
Tigers are missing an opportunity. 
  • Words I Love: cataclysmic, 
rumpled, polygon.
  • Ever wonder why glasses are 
suddenly so expensive. An L.A. Times 
story says it’s good old-fashioned goug-
ing. A company called Luxottica owns 
most of the brands you know, meaning 
they can charge whatever they want. 
And they do, selling glasses at a 1,000 
percent markup. That should make you 
see red. Blurry red, if you don’t have 
your overpriced glasses on. 
  • “Yesterday I was clever, so I 
wanted to change the world. Today I 
am wise, so I am changing myself.” — 
Rumi

Andrew Heller
FEATURED COLUMNIST

Andrew Heller andrewheller@tctimes.com

Opinions offered in Come Heller High Water are the author’s alone and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tri-County Times or its staff. Email 
the Andrew at andrewheller@tctimes.com.

Come Heller high water...

‘‘ This is 
Michigan. 
This is our 
house. And 
our house, 
frankly, is a 

mess. It’s the 
worst one on 
the block, in 

fact.’’

nnn

LEADING SCIENTISTS ARE now say-
ing we are in approximately year 24,500 
years into a 26,000 cycle in which the 
Earth’s axis is tilted toward the northern 
hemisphere. Liberals think taking your tax 
money and throwing it at the problem will 
fix it. It’s a scam. Thanks Democrats.

nnn

WHEN IS RUNYAN Lake Road going to 
be repaired and repaved? The area from 
White Lake Road to the high school is full 
of large potholes and is a hazard. Help.

nnn

HEY ‘SOCIAL JUSTICE Warrior.’ By your 
definition of hate groups, the Methodist 
Church is now a hate group because they 
voted to reject gay marriage. This type of 
nonsense is where the SPLC (Southern 
Poverty Law Center) finds a growth in the 
number of hate groups.

nnn

TO ‘TRAIN NUT.’ if you want rail service 
in Michigan, there is nothing preventing 
you from sending a check to the state to 
pay for it.

nnn

I, FOR ONE, support nearly everything 
the King writes. It is refreshing to read 
him as opposed to the junk Heller spews.

nnn

EVEN NON-SCIENTIFIC observers im-
mediately recognize that the sun is the 
single greatest variable affecting Earth’s 
climate. Any scientist claiming human 
activity as the cause of climate change 
without first proving solar stability is not 
engaging in scientific activity. They are 
purely spouting opinion.

nnn

SALEM WITCH HUNTS, nuke war, 
litter, acid rain, ozone depletion, 
space alien invasion, toxic smog, 
AIDS, Y2K, global warming, Ebola 
and Mayan calendar end of time were 
all mass hysteria events predicting 
global death and destruction. Add 
climate change to the list.

nnn

WHAT A GREAT unobstructed view 
of the Loose Center now that the old 
house has been demolished in front 
of it. Loose is such a gem. I’m happy 
to see it be more visible.

nnn

BY DEFINITION, CLIMATE is vari-
ability of weather over time. So-called 
climate experts point to changes in 
climate as proof of climate change. 
It is a nonsensical, self-reinforcing, 
circular argument. What is the goal 
climate hysterics want? Climate 
stability?

nnn

WHILE NOT KNOWING what ‘ob-
structing justice’ means, Trump’s sure 
he didn’t do it.

nnn

VENEZUELA IS NOT a Democratic 
Socialist country. It is a dictatorship. 
Sweden, Norway and Denmark are. 
Not that they don’t have problems. 
Other countries are partial democra-
cies. Almost every nation but ours has 
universal health care. If they can have 
it, why can’t the ‘greatest country?’

nnn

THE SCIENTISTS THAT have high 
confidence in global warming are the 
same ones that told Al Gore that we’d 
be under water two years ago.

nnn

IF HELLER IS complaining about 
Walmart profits, just point him to the 
hundreds of millions of people who 
shop there and save lots of money 
because of their prices. I know; I’ve 
compared. 

nnn

All submissions, if approved for publication, must be 50 words 
or less and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tri-County 
Times. We reserve the right to edit for clarity, length and liability.

Submit Hot lines online at myfenton.com 
or text to 810-771-8398

street talkWhat do you think about daylight saving time?
Compiled by Gracie Warda, intern

“I always love getting the extra 
hour in the fall, but I hate losing 
it in the spring. I like the idea 
because it’s safer for kids.” 

Diane Shaltis
Deerfield

“I’m looking forward to it 
because the nights have been 
so long and it will be nice to 
see day light.” 

Lynn Mullins
Fenton

“I kind of like it for the longer 
summers, because I like to 
golf.” 

Charles Hankins
Fenton

“I don’t see why it’s beneficial, 
but I like the idea of it being 
lighter later at night. “ 

Paula Kruszka
Fenton

“I don’t like it; it throws my 
inner clock off.” 

Deb Christman
Fenton

Albert D. DiNatale, EA
810.714.4302

North Towne Professional Center • 14165 Fenton Rd., Suite 104-G

Over 35 Years Experience
Free Consultation
Electronic Filing
Hours Customized to fit your Schedule

Pick-Up and Drop-Off Service
Affordable Rates
Personal and Small Business Tax Returns
Special Emphasis on Construction & Real Estate Activities

We Make Sure you get it All Back!

LOCATED IN THE

GLASS BUILDING
on Fenton Road

for new clients only

$25
DISCOUNT

DINATALE ACCOUNTING
& TAX SERVICE plc

Expires April 15, 2019
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License #2104183192

• Duro-Last Roofing
• Rubber Roofing
• TPO Roofing
• Commercial & Residential

We specialize in flat roof repairs!

NEW ROOFS
• Seal Down Shingles
• Metal Shingles
• Roof Repairs • All Types

• Commercial Buildings • Store Fronts
• Residential Homes • Churches

Gutters & Downspouts
• Seamless Aluminum
• A Variety of Colors
• Gutter Screens
• Overhangs/Siding
• Residential & Commercial
• Skylights/Copperwork

810-743-2759
6165 E. Atherton Rd.
Burton, MI 48519
www.SweersRoofing.com

FLAT ROOFING

Sweers
EAVESTROUGH & ROOFING CO.

SHINGLE ROOFS

GUTTER SYSTEMSSTANDING SEAM METAL ROOFS

FREE
Estimates!

SINCE
1959

nStudents collected goods for 
charities, businesses donated  
funds for sensory room at AGS
By Hannah Ball
 Fenton — One year ago on Wednes-
day, March 6, 11-year-old McKen-
na Schummer of 
Grand Blanc died 
after a 20-month 
battle with osteo-
sarcoma. 
 On the one-year 
ann iversa ry  of 
her death, Fenton 
schools honored her 
memory by donating 
to three local chari-
ties. The day is now 
titled “Make a Dif-
ference Day, The McKennaSquad Way.”
 McKenna’s mother, Melissa, is a teacher 
at State Road Elementary. McKenna at-
tended Grand Blanc East Middle School. 

‘‘ The shout-out needs 
to go to our kids and our 

families because within a 
week, we collected over 
1,500 items for all three 

organizations.’’Jill Smigielski
AGS Middle School teacher

Fenton schools hold 
‘Make a Difference Day’

 “McKenna influenced all who knew 
her. She was very impactful. Even through 
the time that she was ill, she continued to 
think about others to the point where she 
had the McKenna Squad Beauty Bar,” said 
Eric Rettenmund, principal of Andrew. G. 
Schmidt (AGS) Middle School.  

 The Beauty Bar 
brings boxes of 
makeup to children 
at area hospitals.
 “That was her 
passion and she 
paid it forward,” 
he said. “This is 
what brings us all 
together right now.”
 AGS Middle 
School donated to 
three organizations. 

The sixth-grade students collected items 
for Snuggle Sacks, which makes bags 
for homeless people. The seventh-grade

See SENSORY ROOM on 16A

AGS Middle School students Rebecca Blunden, 12, and Cameron Ranilovich, 12, 
sort through donations from sixth-grade students that will benefit Snuggle Snacks, 
a local organization that gives supplies to the homeless. Photo: Hannah Ball

n ‘Aggravated’ animal 
cruelty crimes now have 
longer prison sentence
By Hannah Ball
 Harsher animal abuse laws take ef-
fect in Michigan this month. 
 With House Bill 4332, a judge can 
sentence someone who harms or kills 
animals with the purpose of causing 
emotional distress to another person 
up to 10 years in prison. The legislation 
also increases the maximum penalty for 
“aggravated” animal cruelty crimes, 
including killing or torturing an animal, 
from four years to 10 years in prison. 
 Former Gov. Rick Snyder signed the 
legislation into law last year. 
 “This legislation demonstrates how 
seriously we take animal cruelty in 
this state and that Michiganders won’t 
tolerate it,” Snyder said in a statement.

 The bill is now Public Act 452 of 
2018.
 Republican State Rep. Tommy Brann 
of the city of Wyoming sponsored the 
bills. He told The Detroit News that he 
overheard a conversation in a restau-
rant in which a woman said the way 
to get “even” with someone is to kill 
their dog. 
 According to Michigan’s Senate 
Fiscal Agency, many animal abusers 
avoid any jail time or very light sen-
tences. Lawanda Alford, who cut six 
of her boyfriend’s geckos in half and 
stabbed his pit bull to death, was sen-
tenced this past January to 60 days in 
jail and three years of probation. 
 Timothy Crow was convicted of 
animal abuse in December 2018 after 
beating his mother’s dog to death. He 
was sentenced to six months in jail. 
Sources: The Detroit News, fox17online.com, legal

Harsher animal abuse laws take effect

Photo: aspca.org

3295 Silver Lake Rd. 
Fenton
Office 

810-750-5522

David Goldstein
Cell 810-516-5592

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY 1-3 PM

• 1400 plus Sq. ft.
• 3 bedroom, 2 full bath
• 2 car attached garage
• oversized drive and  

storage shed
• Newer roof
• Now priced at $174,900

• 72 ACRES AT LINDEN AND OWEN 
Zoned residential, rolling with woods 
and pond, now offered at $725,000

• 78 ACRES LAHRING RD. 
At the corner of Sharp Rd., complete 
with farmhouse and barn.  Conceptual 
plan for 100 homes, now $650,000

• TORREY RD. 5 ACRES 
At the corner of S. Long Lake, zoned 
Commercial. High ground on the north 
side of the River, now $57,500

• N. HOLLY RD. 14  ACRES 
Just south of Baldwin Rd.  near the 
County line, zoned Commercial/Indus-
trial, now offered at $195,000

510 THIRD ST., FENTON

VACANT LAND OPPORTUNITIES  
IN THE AREA

• BALDWIN RD. 64 ACRES 
Near Fenton Rd., can be purchased in  
50 or 14 plus or minus acres, now  
offered at $479,000

• SHARP RD. 16 ACRES 
Just north of Baldwin, an L shaped 
parcel,pastures and hardwoods,  
now $99,000

• TORREY RD. COMMERCIAL LOT 
Next to Fenton Foot Care  lies this 155 
x 350 ft parcel, prime for a Commercial 
building site, now $209,000

• NW CORNER OF FENTON AND THOMPSON 
3 plus acres residential building site, now 
$65,000

All exclusively offered by:
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HEALTHY LEGS

810-606-1660
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GENESEE HEALTH PLAN ESSAY 
CONTESTS OPEN TO GENESEE 
COUNTY STUDENTS
Genesee Health Plan has partnered 
with the Delta Dental Foundation 
of Michigan to co-sponsor two es-
say contests. First, the fourth annual 
Genesee Health Plan Health Heritage 
Essay Contest is open to students 
in grades six through 12 in Genesee 
County.  Students are encouraged to 
speak with their family members to 
learn about their family health his-
tory. Their essay should address the 
student’s family health history, with 
a focus on oral health and its impact 
on their overall health and wellbeing. 
Second, the second annual Health 
Career Scholarship Contest is open 
to high school seniors in Genesee 
County who plan to pursue a career on 
oral health.  Their essay must include 
the oral health career chosen and why; 
the importance of oral health and its 
effect on physical health, and how oral 
health shapes future success.  Essays 
must be emailed to healthheritage@
countyhealthplans.org. 
For essay contest details 
go to geneseehealthplan.
org/2019essaycontests.
Winners will be honored at the Gene-
see Health Plan Awards Dinner Friday, 
April 12.

NEWS

BRIEFS
COMPILED BY SHARON STONE

Mineman 3rd Class 
Blake Johnson of 
Holly signals to 
engage the break for 
the anchor aboard the 
Avenger class mine 
countermeasures ship 
USS Chief (MCM 14) 

as the ship transits to Jakarta, Indone-
sia. Chief is visiting Jakarta while oper-
ating in U.S. 7th Fleet to work with their 
Indonesian Navy (TNI-AL) counterparts 
to strengthen regional security and 
stability, and enhance interoperability. 
Photo courtesy of U.S. Navy and Mass Communication 
Specialist 2nd Class Jordan Crouch

MILITARY

MILESTONE
COMPILED BY SHARON STONE

nnn

A LIVING WAGE is not a right.

THE ONLY ALLEGIANCE any of 
our representatives should have is 
an allegiance to The United States of 
America — not a foreign land.

nnn

CONGRESS CALLS FOR over 80 
documents from Trump’s administra-
tors compared to a 1,200-document 
request made by the GOP during 
‘White Water.’ And Trump cries witch 
hunt?

nnn

BEWARE: AIRBNB, VRBO and 
HomeAway have serious flaws in 
their formats especially for condos 
and townhouses. You’re never told the 
exact location until you pay a huge 
non-refundable deposit. My advice 
is to go with a local well-established 
Realtor.

nnn

SNYDER SAT ON his fat (blank) for 
eight years as our roads crumbled. At 
least Gretchen Whitmer is proposing 
a solution. Let’s give her a chance 
before running her out of town for try-
ing to fix the damn roads.

nnn

FREE SPEECH IS not free. It comes 
with the responsibility to not incite 
hate or harm.

nnn

FOR THOSE OF you who come to 
the Loose Center to play cards in the 
afternoon, why not come a bit early 
and enjoy a healthy, affordable lunch 
and great fellowship with the other 
card players prior to your games. 

nnn

EVER WONDER HOW Democrats 
became known as ‘tax and spend?’ 
Look at our new governor.

nnn

MICHIGAN LEGISLATORS, WHY 
not ‘designate’ the 6-percent sales 
tax we already pay on fuel for the 
roads, instead of putting it in the 
slush fund. This tax will cause an 
extreme hardship for many Michigan 
citizens and will be $.71 per gallon 
tax forever because it will never be 
repealed. 

nnn

SOCIALISM UNDER THE guise of 
Capitalism. GE never paid taxes for 
20 years. It’s a total disaster financed 
on the backs of taxpayers and stock-
holders while its CEOs were paid 
millions.

nnn

SINCE ‘HOT LINES’ make such a 
great comic strip why kill it by re-
questing artist signatures?

nnn

ARE YOU SERIOUS Gretchen? Now 
you want to tax our small business-
es? These businesses have been 
vital to Michigan’s economic come-
back. We should be rewarding them, 
not punishing them. This woman has 
to be stopped.

nnn

HOT LINE CONTINUED

Providing Quality Products & Service You Can Trust  
810-629-4946 • 409 E. Caroline • Fenton • www.davelambheating.com

• Sales & Service 
Installation 

• Servicing all 
makes & models 

• Heat pumps 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE!

ENERGY 
BILL

HIGH ENERGY BILLS?
We can help reduce your 

monthly energy bill
• Boilers 
• Furnaces 
• Furnace filters 
• Natural gas 

conversions

888-856-8484
www.RandyWiseChrysler.com

4239 W. VIENNA RD.
CLIO

2019 Jeep Compass Latitude 4x4

New 2018 Jeep Renegade Latitude 4x4

New 2018 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sport S

2019 Ram 1500 Crew Cab Big Horn DT

Certified Pre-Owned  
Visit www.RandyWiseChrysler.com for full inventory

C1005T

C18889T

C19281T

2016 Jeep Cherokee Latitude 4x4 SUV 2016 Dodge Journey R/T SUV AWD 2016 Chrysler Town & Country  

2015 Jeep Renegade Latitude 4x4 SUV 2014 Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk 4x4 2017 Chrysler 300 S Sedan AWD

$18,995 $15,525 $19,725

$23,525$18,795$13,995

CP934P

CP953

CP922

CP910 CP926

CP924

All leases 10,000 miles a year. $1,000 down at signing plus tax, title, and fee’s. See dealer for details. Expires 3/31/19

*See dealer for details. Prices plus doc, title, plates. Expires 3/31/19

$23200
/mo.*

36 months

$31900
/mo.*

42 months

$28300
/mo.*

24 months

$23900
/mo.*

36 months

ONLY A 20 MINUTE DRIVE FROM YOUR BEST DEAL

Altitude PKG 4x4

Latitude 4x4
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nFree training starting soon
By Vera Hogan
 Are you one of those people who senses 
when the weather is about to change? 
Do you notice when the sky takes on a 
weird greenish look? Do you feel it when 
the wind suddenly dies down and the air 
becomes very still? 
 If so, you may be looking at the first 
signs of an oncoming tornado. 
 SKYWARN is a volunteer program 
with between 350,000 and 400,000 trained 
severe weather spotters 
throughout the country. 
These volunteers help 
keep their local com-
munities safe by provid-
ing timely and accurate 
reports of severe weather 
to the National Weather 
Service (NWS).
 SKYWARN is an ef-
fort to save lives during 
severe weather emer-
gencies by expanding 
networks of spotters and by encourag-
ing the widest possible participation in 
tornado warning programs. 
 There is no way to stop tornadoes, and 
not all tornadoes show up on radar, but they 
can be seen. Lives can be saved. Only one 
instrument can detect a tornado or funnel 
with complete certainty, the human eye. 
 SKYWARN training sessions are held 
to teach individuals on how to accurately 
observe such weather phenomena as floods, 

Locally, SKYWARN tornado spotter classes will be held Monday, April 8, from 7 to 
8 p.m. in the Groveland Township Fire Department, Station 1, 14645 Dixie Hwy., 
Holly. Photo: WIBW Doug Meyers

‘‘ The more trained 
‘eyes’ we have in the 
field during a severe 
weather event, the 

better our service to 
you and the public 

will be.’’SKYWARN

hail, wind and its associated damage, cloud 
features that lead to tornadoes, and those 
cloud features that do not lead to tornadoes. 
 The class covers what information to 
report and how to report it. Basic severe 
weather safety is also covered. Classes 
are free and last one-and-a-half hours. 
While new technological and scientific 
tools have advanced the NWS capabil-
ity to predict severe weather, the trained 
spotter remains essential to the NWS 
warning process. In a statement by SKY-
WARN, “The more trained ‘eyes’ we 

have in the field during 
a severe weather event, 
the better our service to 
you and the public will 
be. More concern, more 
spotters, more eyes are 
needed.” 
 Classes  s t a r t ed 
March 5 at various Oak-
land County locations 
from 7 to 8 p.m. and end 
locally Monday, April 8 
in the Groveland Town-

ship Fire Department, Station 1, 14645 
Dixie Hwy., Holly. 
 All interested parties including fire, 
police, EMS, security volunteers and 
citizens are encouraged to attend. Lim-
ited space is available, however, so early 
registration is encouraged. 
 To register and for a complete list of 
class locations, go to oakgov.com/home-
landsecurity and click on the SKYWARN 
logo or call (248) 858-5300.

Become a tornado spotter

Senior & Child Prices Available
Call 810-629-3560 for take-out

EVERY FRIDAY
March 8th - April 12th

4:00pm - 7:00pm
ST. JOHN’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF FENTON

Knights of Columbus Lenten Fish Fry

$10
3 Pieces of hand dipped 
cod (fried, baked or cajun,) 
applesauce, homemade fries 
coleslaw, dessert & drink

GOLD & SILVER COINS & BULLION,  
SCRAP GOLD JEWELRY,  RARE COINS 
& CURRENCY, BUD STEWARD LURES, 
ALL PROOFS & MINT SETS, SPORTS 

CARDS & COLLECTIBLES 
AND MUCH MORE!

U.S. & FOREIGN 
COIN & CURRENCY 

HIGHEST PAYOUT GUARANTEED

Gold and Silver Coin Bullion Exchange LLC

Old Toys

Old Duck 
Decoys

War
Memorabilia

Old & Rare 
Coins

(810) 394-1361  | GOLDANDSILVERCOINANDBULLIONEXCHANGE.COM
2740 Grange Hall Road, Suite A | Fenton (At the light at Fish Lake Rd.)

M-F 10am-5pm | Sat 10am-2pm or by appointment

WE BUY!

House fire
The Premo family would like to thank the 
Fenton, Linden and Fenton Township 
firefighters for putting out the chimney fire 
that started Saturday in our new home in 
downtown Fenton. Also, thank you to all 
the local neighbors for coming out and 
checking on us and offering support. We 
are very lucky no one was hurt and no 
personal items were lost in the fire. There 
was just smoke and fire damage. Thanks 
to the fast response of the fire department, 
they were able to save our home.

— Kurt Premo, Fenton

NOTES OF

THANKS

Love Your 
Lips

Lip Enhancement
JUVEDERM®

Natural FDA Approved Filler

`

per cc$500
Normally NOW

per cc$300
Offer ends March 31, 2019

305 N. LEROY ST. • FENTON

810-629-9200
www.SkinandVein.com
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ROAD RAGE
Continued from Front Page
company license of Empire Today, LLC, 
in Belleville.
 LARA alleges in a press release that 
Holder brandished a handgun Wednesday, 
Dec. 19, 2018 and pointed it at another 
motorist while driving down the express-
way; fired the handgun from his vehicle 
in the direction of the other motorist, and 
then sped off. 
 On Dec. 21, 2018, Holder was charged 
with five criminal offenses: discharge of a 
firearm from a motor vehicle; possession 
of a firearm in the commission of a felony; 
carrying a concealed weapon; assault with 
a dangerous weapon; and possession of a 
firearm in the commission of a felony.
 According to LARA, Holder’s alleged 
conduct constitutes a lack of good moral 
character in violation of section 604(d) of 
the Code.
 The Michigan Occupational Code pro-
vides for summary suspension of licenses 
when the public health, safety, or welfare 
requires emergency action. An order of 
summary suspension is a temporary mea-
sure to protect the public and not a final 
determination that a licensee has violated 
the Occupational Code.
 LARA also served an accompanying 
formal complaint against Holder detailing 

revocation of his individual builder license, 
a subsequent formal complaint against his 
revoked individual builder license, and the 
five criminal offenses charged against him. 
 Holder has 15 days to respond to the for-
mal complaint or the case will be forwarded 
to the Michigan Administrative Hearing 
System for a contested case hearing before 
an administrative law judge.
The incident
 As previously reported in the Times, 
Michigan State Police Metro North troopers 
were alerted to a possible road rage incident 
at 11:15 a.m., Wednesday, Dec. 19, 2018. 
Lt. Calvin Hart said two male drivers were 
traveling in the southbound lanes of I-275 in 
Novi, Oakland County when the encounter 
occurred.
 Police said the suspect, Holder, allegedly 
pointed a gun at another vehicle and fired 
one shot at it, but missed. The victim had a 
cell phone video of the suspect and suspect’s 
vehicle. The license plate was registered to 
Holder.
 At approximately 4 p.m., Wednesday, 
Dec. 19, 2018 the Detroit Fugitive Ap-
prehension Team arrived at Holder’s home 
and took him into custody without incident. 
 A cash bond of $100,000 was ordered. 
Holder is expected back in Oakland County 
47th District Court Friday, March 8 for a 
pre-exam conference.

TRIAL
Continued from Front Page
have been rejected,” said defense attorney 
Nick Robinson. “He’s demanding his jury 
trial.” 
 Robinson said there have 
been discussions through-
out the case, but there will 
be no resolution short of a 
jury trial. 
 Watson, 63, is facing four 
felony counts of first-degree 
criminal sexual conduct 
(CSC) with a victim under 
the age of 13, one count of 
second-degree CSC with a 
victim under the age of 13, 
child abuse and possession 
of sexually abusive material. Two original 
weapons charges have been dismissed.
 Watson’s district court preliminary 
exams began in March 2018 when the 
alleged 15-year-old victim testified that 
Watson sexually abused her when she was 
12 years old.
 “We trust that the just verdict will be 
reached by the jury,” Robinson said.
 The jury selection will begin at 9 a.m., 
March 12. Once selected, both sides will 
begin opening statements and interview 

‘‘ We’re prepared 
for trial and we’re 
looking forward 
to trial. All plea 

offers have been 
rejected. He’s 
demanding his 

jury trial.’’ 
Nick Robinson

Defense attorney

witnesses. 
 Robinson said Watson is doing well, and 
is looking forward to the trial after being 
involved in this case for nearly one year. 

Robinson expects the case 
to last four to five days.
Case background
 Before the described in-
cidents, the alleged victim 
was friends with Watson’s 
son, and admitted that 
Watson was somewhat of 
a father figure to her. She 
visited the house most 
days, and Watson would 
buy them all food. She said 
Watson bought her first 
smartphone for her.

 Eventually she told her mother, her 
boyfriend and a school counselor about 
the alleged incidents. The school coun-
selor learned about the situation in No-
vember 2017.
 The Genesee County Sheriff’s Office ex-
ecuted a search warrant at Watson’s Hogan 
Road home in Fenton Township on Dec. 
5, 2017 and investigators removed several 
undisclosed items.
 Watson’s case was bound over to Genesee 
County Circuit Court in April 2018.

NOW AVAILABLE 
at

The Woman 
in the Window

by A. J. Finn

Motion Picture releasing later  
this year starring Amy Adams,  
Julianne Moore & Gary Oldman

105 W. Shiawassee • Fenton
810-629-8000

Fenton’s Open Book

fentonsopenbook.wix.com/main

PAINTLESS 
DENT REMOVAL
Hail Damage | Door Dings

810.931.3485 • 14261 Suite D • Torrey Rd. Fenton

Caretel
Inns of Linden

®Caretel®   
  Inns

JOB FAIR
Tuesday, March 12, 2019 • 11am-3pm

We are seeking qualified candidates for immediate openings
• Certified Nursing Assistants

• Guest Assistants • Housekeeping
Once the application is completed be prepared for an interview

Caretel Inns of Linden
202 S. Bridge Street
Linden, MI 48451

www.caretelinns.com

For more information:
810-735-9400

• Competitive wages
• 401K with employee match
• Paid time off

• Medical
• Dental
• Vision

NEW PATIENT EXAM
CANNOT BE USED WITH INSURANCE

Must present coupon at time of exam. 
Not valid with other offers. Expires: 4/30/19

$25 OFF
ONE COMPLETE 

PAIR OF GLASSES
CANNOT BE USED WITH INSURANCE

Must present coupon at time of exam. 
Not valid with other offers. Expires: 4/30/19

20% OFF

212 W. Silver Lake Rd. Fenton
810-629-3070

www.fentonvision.com

Established 1976

• Emergency Eye Care 
(Pink Eye, Foreign  
Body Removal, etc)

• Comprehensive  
Routine Eye Care

• Weekend and 
Evening Hours

Dr. Cynthia L. Cupal, 
O.D., F.A.A.O., Diplomate, 

American Board of 
Optometry

Dr. Juan Alvarado, 
O.D., Diplomate, 

American Board of 
Optometry
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Compiled by Vera Hogan

The following are stories you may have 
missed in the Wednesday, March 6, 
Midweek Times. To subscribe and 

receive both the Midweek and Sunday 
Weekend editions, please call (810) 

629-8282.

Argentine man sentenced to six 
years for shooting friend
Police chief: Defendant didn’t 
know there was one bullet in the 
chamber.

Fenton man charged with as-
saulting cops
Allegedly tried to grab officer’s gun 
during early morning struggle.

Save the red oaks — don’t trim 
this spring
Oak wilt is fatal to red oak trees; 
experts urge against trimming dur-
ing warm weather.

Linden grad delivers 50-year-old 
telegram to grateful recipient
A 1998 Linden High School grad 
discovered a 50-year-old Western 
Union telegram in one of her file 
drawers at work and found the 
recipient.

Chimney fire damages Fenton 
home
Three fire departments assist at 
Saturday night, March 2 fire on N. 
LeRoy Street.

Expo 2019 was another big hit
The Fenton Regional Chamber 
of Commerce will celebrate 100 
years in 2020. 

Oakwood Cem-
etery Board takes 
care of final rest-
ing grounds
This is the fifth in 
a series about the 
city of Fenton’s 
boards and com-
missions and the many volunteers 
who handle critical tasks around 
the city.

Our Future
Meet Christian Parker, 17, a senior 
at Lake Fenton High School.

32 million adults in U.S. can’t 
read
Local schools embrace “Reading 
Month” with family literacy night.

Get your toys out
Many items you bought for your 
kids several years ago could be 
worth a small fortune today. 

WHAT YOU MISSED IN THE

MIDWEEK 
TIMES

U.S. Air Force Air-
man Devon J. 
Jackson gradu-
ated from basic 
military training 
at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland, 
San Antonio, 

Texas. He completed an intensive, 
eight-week program that included 
training in military discipline and 
studies, Air Force core values, 
physical fitness, and basic warfare 
principles and skills. Airmen who 
complete basic training also earn 
four credits toward an associate 
in applied science degree through 
the Community College of the Air 
Force. Jackson is the son of Faith 
Arrand of Fenton. He is a 2018 
graduate of Fenton High School.

FREE ESTIMATES

INQUIRE ABOUT A 
LIFETIME ROOFING 

WARRANTY

LICENSED & INSURED

CALL LORNE
810-577-8591

SPECIALIZING IN

ROOFING & SIDING  

 

 

 

Locally Owned Michigan Company

15274 S. Silver Pkwy, Fenton | 810.208.7068

$ 19.99
mini combo platter

Feeds 4-5 People
Includes 1 Beef Kafta, Chicken Tawook, 1 Chicken 

Kafta, Chicken Cream Chop, Chicken & Lamb 
Shawarma, Small Fattoush, Served With Pita Bread, 

Dressing, Rice, Hummus & Chips. ($10 Savings) 

Dine in or Carry out. One per customer/party. 
Must present coupon. Cannot be combined with other 

offers or specials. Expires 4/14/19

DINE-IN | CATERING
ONLINE ORDERING

23

HomeDepot

Sil
ve

r P
kw

y

Silver Lake Rd.

N

Eat Fresher! 
Eat Better!

Clarkston | Brighton | Auburn Hills | White Lake | Lake Orion | New Hudson | Livonia | Warren

BOGO
Buy One sandweech™

get one half off
Equal or Lesser Value (Up to $3.75) 

Dine in or Carry out. One per customer/party. 
Must present coupon. 

Cannot be combined with other offers or specials. 
Expires 4/14/19
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ReGrout • ReCaulk • ReColor  
ReStore • Clean & Seal

your tile & stone surfaces

SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE!

810-603-1772

UGLY 
GROUT?®

PRETTY TILE, 

NEW CARPETING APPROVED FOR 
FENTON MUSEUM
The east room of the A.J. Phillips 
Museum in Fenton will be getting a 
fresh new look, at least as far as the 
floor is concerned. On Monday, March 
4, the City Council approved a $3,000 
bid from Lil House of Carpet in Fenton 
to replace the east room carpeting. 
Although it was the only bid received, 
City Manager Lynn Markland said 
he reviewed the bid documents and 
believes the selection made by the 
Museum Board is a commercial grade 
and should provide extended wear life. 
He therefore recommended approval 
and said this was a budgeted item. 

NEWS

BRIEFS
COMPILED BY VERA HOGAN

TO THE LIBERAL who supports police 
— it’s not you but the far left that are 
acting stupid.

  

WHITMER IS A classic liberal who, 
instead of cutting out useless out-
dated programs, would rather raise 
taxes. It’s a sorry state we’re thrown 
into. Let’s predict her to be a failure 
like her female predecessors.

  

I’M ALWAYS SPEECHLESS with the 
amount of negativity and combative-
ness I read in these comments. Do 
we really not like our fellow neighbors 
that much? I propose inviting one an-
other out for coffee or beer and see 
how much we really have in common. 
We’re probably distant cousins. 



I AGREE WITH King about the gas tax. 
We legalized pot. Cut the red tape and 
get dispensaries licensed and growers 
growing and fix the damn roads without 

HOT LINE CONTINUED taxing us out of being able to afford gas 
for work and commerce.



PLEASE LET ME reiterate that there 
are no facts to predict the future as 
far as climate is concerned. You are 
listening to a prediction from Nos-
tradamus.

  

HEY CLIMATE HYSTERIC. Thanks 
for providing NASA’s findings at 
https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence. Did 
you notice the third sentence? ‘Most 
climate change is attributed to very 
small variations in Earth’s orbit that 
changes the amount of solar energy 
our planet receives.’

  

TO HOT-LINER CLAMORING for civil 
discourse, name a time, date, place 
and topic.

  

THERE IS NOT a single public univer-
sity in Michigan that doesn’t intention-
ally indoctrinate liberal views.



www.graffchevydurand.com
CALL FOR GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL!

HANK GRAFFHANK GRAFF CHIP WATT

GRAFF DURAND CHEVROLET
989.288.2657 • 810-232-9157 • 9009 E. Lansing Rd. • Durand

  SHOWROOM HOURS:  Mon, Thur 8:30-8; Tue 8:30-7; Wed, Fri 8:30-6; Sat 8:30-3

PRICES AND PAYMENTS BASED ON GMEPP. PAYMENTS ARE 24 MONTH, 10,000 MILE PER YEAR LEASE. *36 MONTH, 10,000 PER YEAR LEASE. 
$3,000 TRADE EQUITY OR CASH DOWN. TAX, TITLE AND STATE FEES EXTRA. MUST HAVE CURRENT QUALIFYING GM LEASE IN HOUSEHOLD. 
MINIMUM TRADE IN MUST BE IN DRIVABLE, RESALEABLE CONDITION. MUST TAKE DELIVERY FROM DEALER STOCK. RED TAGGED VEHICLES 
EXCLUDED. MINIMUM $8,000 PURCHASE. SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.

$3,000 MINIMUM TRADE!!!
LEASE PULL AHEAD IS BACK!!!

GET OUT OF YOUR LEASE EARLY
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nFriday night dinner during 
Lent can be a challenge 
when you run out of fun 
things to prepare
By Vera Hogan
 It’s Friday night, you’re Catholic, it’s 
the Lenten season and meatless Friday 
meals are the order until Easter Sunday. 
While the local VFW halls and area 
Catholic churches offer fabulous Friday 
fish frys, that may become a bit pricey if 
you have a family to feed.  
 The following are some fun, easy and 
inexpensive recipes to prepare on Fridays 
during Lent. Your kids and even your 
spouse will love them. Dilly Veggie Pizza (tasteofhome.com)

Ingredients
1 tube (8 ounces) refrigerated crescent 
rolls
1-1/2 cups vegetable dill dip
2 medium carrots, chopped
1 cup finely chopped fresh broccoli
1 cup chopped seeded tomatoes
4 green onions, sliced
1 can (2-1/4 ounces) sliced ripe olives, 
drained

Directions
 Unroll crescent dough into one long 
rectangle. Press onto the bottom of a 
greased 13x9-inch baking pan; seal 
seams. Bake at 375 degrees F. until golden 
brown, 10-12 minutes. Cool completely 
on a wire rack.Spread dip over crust; 
sprinkle with the carrots, broccoli, toma-
toes, onions and olives. Cut into squares. 

Easy meatless meals the kids will love

Vegan Cauliflower Meatballs 
(thissavoryvegan.com)

 These Vegan Cauliflower Meatballs 
are perfect for an easy dinner and packed 
full of healthy ingredients. Serve over 
pasta with a classic marinara. Yields 14 
meatballs.

Ingredients
1/2 head cauliflower cut in florets 
3 teaspoon olive oil separated plus 
more for frying 
1/4 red onion roughly chopped 
2-4 cloves garlic peeled and roughly 
chopped 
1 cup oats 
1/2 cup bread crumbs 
2 Tablespoon Italian seasoning 
salt and pepper to taste 

Directions
 Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. and line 
a baking sheet with parchment paper (or 
foil). Spread cauliflower florets on baking 
sheet and drizzle 1 teaspoon of olive oil on 
top. Mix to spread oil evenly. Place in the 
oven and bake for 20 minutes. While cauli-
flower is cooking, heat 1 teaspoon of olive 
oil in a pan over medium heat. Add onion 
and garlic. Saute until onion is translucent 
(about 5-7 minutes). Remove from heat 
and set aside. Remove cauliflower from the 
oven. Add cauliflower, oats and garlic and 
onion mixture to a food processor. Pulse 
until combined. Transfer to a bowl. Add 
bread crumbs, Italian seasoning, salt and 
pepper and remaining teaspoon of olive 
oil. Stir to combine. Take 2 tablespoons of 
mixture in your hand and roll into a ball.* 
Place finished balls on a parchment lined 
baking sheet.** Once all of the balls have 
been formed, place them in the freezer for 
10-15 minutes.*** Add enough olive oil to 
coat the bottom of the same pan and place 
on the stove over medium-high heat. Place 
meatballs in the pan and cook for 10-15 
minutes, or until browned on all sides and 
warmed through. Lower heat to medium if 
they begin to brown too quickly. Serve with 
warm marinara, fresh basil and parmesan 
or vegan parmesan. 

Recipe Notes
 *If mixture isn’t sticking together, 
place in the fridge for 10 minutes to firm 
everything up.
 **Be sure to press meatballs firmly 
together so they don’t break apart while 
cooking.
 ***If you plan on using these at a later 
time, freeze them for the 10-15 minutes 
and then place them in a parchment lined 
tupperware. Place back in the freezer until 
ready to use. Follow remaining instruc-
tions as stated.

Vegetarian chili (delish.com)

Ingredients
1 Tablespoon olive oil 
1 onion, chopped 
1 red bell pepper, chopped 
2 carrots, peeled and finely chopped 
3 cloves garlic, minced 
1 jalapeño, finely chopped 
1 Tablespoon tomato paste 
1 (15.5-oz) can pinto beans, drained 
and rinsed 
1 (15.5-oz) can black beans, drained 
and rinsed 
1 (15.5-oz) can kidney beans, drained 
and rinsed 
1 (28-oz.) can fire roasted tomatoes 
3 c. vegetable broth 
2 Tablespoon chili powder 
1 Tablespoon cumin 
2 teaspoon oregano 
kosher salt 
Freshly ground black pepper 
Shredded cheddar, for serving 
Sour cream, for serving 
Cilantro, for serving 

Directions
 In a large pot over medium heat, heat 
olive oil then add onion, bell pepper, and 
carrots. Sauté until soft about 5 minutes. 
Add garlic and jalapeño and cook until 
fragrant, 1 minute. Add tomato paste and 
stir to coat vegetables. Add tomatoes, 
beans, broth, and seasonings. Season 
with salt and pepper to taste. Bring to a 
boil then reduce heat and let simmer, 30 
minutes. Serve with cheese, sour cream, 
and cilantro. 

Southwest Veggie Nachos 
(epicurious.com)

Ingredients
Vegetable oil cooking spray
6 ounces baked tortilla chips
1 can (15 ounces) low-sodium black 
beans, rinsed and drained
1 green bell pepper, diced
1/2 cup frozen corn, thawed
1/4 teaspoon ground cumin
1/4 cup sliced black olives
3 tablespoons pickled jalapeño slices
1 1/2 cups reduced-fat shredded Mexi-
can blend cheese
4 large plum tomatoes (about 12 
ounces), chopped
1/2 cup chopped red onion
1/4 cup cilantro, chopped
1 teaspoon fresh lime juice
1/2 avocado, diced

Directions
 Heat oven to 425 degrees F. Coat a 
baking sheet with cooking spray; spread 
chips evenly on sheet. In a bowl, combine 
beans, pepper, corn and cumin; spoon 
over chips. Top with olives, jalapeños 
and cheese; bake until cheese melts, 5 to 6 
minutes. In same bowl, combine tomato, 
onion, cilantro and juice; gently mix in 
avocado. Serve nachos topped with salsa. 

Have a vegan 
recipe you would 

like to share?
Email your recipe to 

news@tctimes.com and 
we’ll include it with this article 

online at myfenton.com

ST. PATTY’S 
WEEKEND

FRIDAY | SATURDAY | SUNDAY

mon-thurs 4pm-10pm 
fri-sat 12pm-11pm

sun 12pm-9pm

248-634-7515 
806 N. Saginaw St. • Holly
www.northernoakbrewery.com

Irish 
Food 
Specials
▪ Cottage Pie 
▪ Corn Beef 
& Cabbage

▪ Irish Hash 

No Green 
Beer but
14 

BEERS 
ON TAP

including 
Imperial Stout 
& Double IPA

WINE | CIDER | MEAD

New Menu Items
Tuna, Salmon & Tilapia

Smile with confidence
Your wisdom teeth and dental implant specialists. 

Serving the area for over 40 years.

Dr. Thomas Butts • Dr. Richard Benian 
Dr Bryan Johnson • Dr. Marvin Jabero 
Dr. Leslie Orzech • Dr. Matthew Pinsky
9880 E. Grand River • Brighton • 810-227-2626
5885 S. Main Street • Clarkston • 248-625-6252 
11525 Highland Rd • Hartland • 810-632-4545
4250 Pontiac Lake Rd • Waterford • 248-674-0303

OFFERING SPECIALIZED DENTAL SERVICES:
• Advanced Dental Implants
• Removal of Wisdom Teeth

• Facial Trauma / Jaw Surgery
• Bone Grafting
• 1 Day Smiles

• 3D CT Technology

Make it your 
Lucky Day!

Call to schedule your appointment and
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5G — is it 
harmful?
nFuture wireless network 
is faster, connects with 
more devices at once
By Hannah Ball
 Fifth generation wireless broadband 
technology. 1G, 2G, 3G, 4G and now 5G 
describes the wireless capabilities that a phone 
provider offers. Each generation comes with 
improved technology and better service. 
 Currently, most phones operate off a 4G 
network, but Verizon and AT&T launched 
preliminary 5G services in late 2018. In cer-
tain parts of Houston, Indianapolis, Los An-
geles and Sacramento Verizon has installed 
“fiber-like” home internet speeds with 
wireless devices, according to pcmag.com. 
 AT&T put out user trials with mobile 
hotspots in 12 cities. Most experts are say-
ing both these efforts are preliminary testing 
phases. The majority of Americans don’t 
have access to 5G hotspots. 
 Pcmags.com estimates 5G will be more 
widespread around 2022. 
 The fifth generation wireless technology 
has greater speed, is more responsive and 
has the capability to connect with many 
more devices at once. While Verizon’s 5G 
test sites currently aren’t standalone, most 
are projected to be in the future. This means 
they don’t require 4G coverage to work. 
Health concerns over 5G
 A number of scientists are concerned 
about the effects of non-ionizing elec-
tromagnetic fields (EMF) generated by 
electric and wireless devices. This includes 
radiofrequency radiation (RFR) emitting 
devices, such as cellular and cordless 
phones, Wi-Fi, broadcast antennas, smart 
meters and baby monitors. 
 With a wider use of 5G, more cell phone 
towers will be built. 

See 5G on 15A

How many pills do Americans consume?
nNumber of prescriptions for 
Americans rose 85 percent 
between 1997 and 2016
By Tim Jagielo
 Some headlines about American 
prescription drug use can be alarming. 
 A 2017 survey by Consumer Reports 
showed that Americans are taking more 
prescription drugs than ever before. 
According to the study, 55 percent regu-
larly take prescription medicine and 
many drugs may not even be necessary.
 According to WebMD, the number 
of prescriptions filled for American 
adults and children rose 85 percent 
between 1997 and 2016. This is from 
2.4 billion prescriptions to 4.5 billion a 
year. During that time, the U.S. popula-
tion rose 21 percent.
 Data from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) indi-
cates that between 2011 and 2014, 49 
percent of Americans reported using at 
least one prescription medication in the 

 The JAMA study makes the point that 
opioids are over-prescribed. 
 Lessening these drugs has become 
a focus for Dr. Chad Brummett, direc-
tor of the Division of Pain Research 

at the University of 
Michigan. He spoke 
to Michigan Radio in 
November 2017 about 
cutting prescriptions 
in half.
 The same story sug-
gests that 90 people 
die from opioids ev-
eryday. 
 “Sadly, in 2017, we 
still don’t know how 

many pills you need after I send you 
home,” said Dr. Brummett in the story. 
“Some of that over-prescribing has 
been through lack of understanding, 
lack of guidelines, but also a want to 
keep people happy.”
 His group focuses on preventative 
medicine to reduce opioid use. 

On average, 3.7 
billion drugs are 

ordered or provided 
at office visits, but 
most, 76 percent, 

are for drug 
therapy.

past 30 days. Nearly 12 percent reported 
using four or more prescription drugs.
 On average, 3.7 billion drugs are 
ordered or provided at office visits, but 
most, 76 percent, are for drug therapy. 
These include analge-
sics for relieving pain, 
antidiabetic agents and 
medication for reduc-
ing cholesterol in the 
blood (antihyperlipid-
emic agents).
 The good news is that 
people tend to lessen their 
use when possible.
 According to the same 
Consumer Reports sur-
vey, nearly half of the respondents to the 
survey asked their doctors if they could stop 
taking a drug, and 71 percent of those were 
able to eliminate at least one medication. 
 According to a Journal of American 
Medicine Network (JAMA) study, the 
2,392 patients in the study only used 27 
percent of their opioids prescribed to them. 

WALLET SNATCHED FROM 
SHOPPER’S PURSE
At 1:15 p.m., Saturday, March 2, Fenton 
police responded to a retail store in the 3700 
block of Owen Road on a larceny complaint. 
A 54-year-old Fenton woman reported that 
her wallet containing $160 in cash, credit 
cards, birth certificate and Social Security 
card had been stolen from her purse while 
she was shopping. Loss prevention reviewed 
surveillance video footage, which showed an 
unknown black male walk past the woman’s 
cart and snatch the wallet from her purse 
while she was facing a store shelf. Fenton 
police said video footage showed the wom-
an’s open purse was in the child seat area of 
the cart. The loss prevention employee told 
police they were suspicious of the suspect, 
as well as an unknown black female who was 
observed shopping with him. The two un-
known shoppers were observed earlier push-
ing a shopping cart containing expensive 
liquor. Upon review, video footage showed 
the couple abandoning their cart, the man 
grabbing the victim’s wallet and then imme-
diately exiting the store. The unknown couple 
left in a burgundy minivan toward U.S. 23. 
The case remains under investigation. Police 
will release a photo of the suspect if one 
becomes available. Lt. Jeff Cross advises 
women never to place their purse in the seat 
area of the shopping cart and never carry a 
Social Security card or birth certificate. This 
can lead to identity theft.

COMPILED BY SHARON STONE

POLICE & FIRE

REPORT

Features a rough-sawn plank 
texture with a warm 
brown finish
Table with 6 chairs

3-PC Sectional w/ Corner Chaise
Contemporary style adds 
excitement to any decor

$1,099

7 PC. Dining Set

Sofas • Bedrooms • Mattresses • Recliners

$399
Compare at $699.95

ROCKER 
RECLINER

Compare at $599.95

ROCKER 
RECLINER

SUPER DEAL
Reclining Sofa

$599
Compare at $1299.95

(810) 629-5081
1030 Silver Lake Rd.  

FentonDELIVERY AVAILABLE
Furniture Inc.

Open Sunday
12 til 4

SaleSale
Open Monday

9  til  8 $599Sleeper Sofa
Full Size

HOURS:
Mon. & Fri. 9 til 8:00
Tues. - Thurs. 9 til 6

Sat. 9 til 5:30
Sun. Noon til 4

$41995Compare at $9 99.95
Brown & Burgundy colors

ROCKER 
RECLINER

LEATHER
Signature

$599

Corsicana - Jewel

Take With

TWIN 2 pc set ........................
$209set

FULL 2 pc set ...........................
$279set

QUEEN 2 pc set .................
$319set

Mattress Sets

$299
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nFenton, Lake Fenton and 
Linden students have strong 
showing with essays and more
Compiled By Sharon Stone
 Sashabaw Plains Chapter of Daugh-
ters of American Revolution (D.A.R.) 
honored five high school seniors, 
including one each from Fenton, Lake 
Fenton and Linden high schools, with 
their Good Citizen award. To receive 
the award, students wrote an essay, 
“What challenges will America face as 
we move forward into the future?” and 
provided information about activities 
with leadership, dependability, service 
and patriotism.
 Jamie Elrod is a senior at Fenton 
High School. She is a member of the 
KEY Club, Student Council, National 
Honor Society and the high school 
Adrenaline Dance Team. She volun-
teers at area soup kitchens, Hurley Hos-
pital, voter registration drives and was 
the Fenton Freedom Festival Queen. 
Elrod’s plans are to major in physics 
and study environmental science at 
University of Washington.
 Lake Fenton senior recipient Jus-

tine Bicego is active in softball, cross 
country, band and theatre and has won 
several awards including a varsity let-
ter in Academics. Bicego has devoted 
many hours to the Young Life orga-
nization. Her career interests for the 
future are studying criminal justice or 
fashion design. 
 Linden High School’s Olivia Stod-
dard is active in Student Council and 
has served as Class President in her 
junior and senior years. She is a mem-
ber of Students Against Destructive 
Decisions (SADD), Link Crew, Battle 
of the Books, Varsity Track team and 
was the elected Homecoming Queen. 
She enjoys leadership roles, helping 
others and plans to continue her stud-
ies at Mott Community College and 
Michigan State University
 Our Lady of the Lakes’ senior Ab-
bygale Hoffman-Wiegand has a love of 
history, politics and math and hopes to 
use those studies to make the world a 
better place.  
 Clarkston High School’s Good 
Citizen was Amy Coomer. She hopes 
to attend Eastern Michigan University 
and study social work.

Area students earn Good Citizen Award

Recipients of the Daughters of the American Revolution, Clarkston’s Sashabaw 
Plains Chapter Good Citizen award are (from left) Jamie Elrod of Fenton High 
School, Olivia Stoddard of Linden High School, Justine Bicego of Lake Fenton 
High School, Abbygale Hoffman-Wiegand of Our Lady of the Lakes Parish 
School and Amy Coomer of Clarkston High School. Photo courtesty of DAR

5G
Continued from Page 14A
 In one case, a headline circulated stating 
that hundreds of birds dropped dead dur-
ing a 5G experiment in The Netherlands. 
Snopes found this to be false. 
 One study done by the National Toxicol-
ogy Program, a division of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, found 
that rats exposed to RFR for nine hours a day 
grew malignant tumors. However, the study 
was designed in the late 1990s, when 2G was 
the standard and 3G was up and coming. 4G 
technology does use RFR, but the signals are 
modulated differently. 
 Vox.com, which did a comprehensive 
review of data and studies on RFR, said, 
“...the radio frequency radiation they emit 
doesn’t increase the risk of brain tumors, and 
that the data is too poor to know that for sure. 
Separately, there is compelling evidence that 
cellphone radiation affects sperm levels in 
men — though we’re far from a good under-
standing of what that means for fertility.”
 Fred Moses, chief technology officer 
for the Tri-County Times, said 5G is not 
radioactive, and it will take a while for the 
system to come to this area. 
 “They are still working on the standards 
of 5G,” he said. 

Sources: pcmags.com, ehtrust.org, inverse.com

SPRING BREAK 
“JURASSIC”  
DAY CAMP
 
MARCH 25-29, 2019
FOR AGE 4 - 8th GRADE
COST: $205 First Camper, $31 Off Each Sibling 
in Household 
 
Uncover new and exciting adventures 
during our dinosaur-themed Spring 
Break Day Camp. Campers will enjoy 
prehistoric fun while exploring nature 
and participating in some of our favorite 
activities, including the reptile house, high 
adventure and even a special field trip to 
the YMCA for swimming!
 
Visit campcopneconic.org/seasonal-events 
for more information and to register.

YMCA
CAMP
COPNECONIC

10407 N. FENTON RD.  /   FENTON, MI
810.629.9622  / campcopneconic.org

HOT LINE CONTINUED

TO NORDIC SOCIALISM lover. Norway 
and Sweden are not socialist countries. 
They are parliamentary constitutional 
monarchies with free-market capitalist 
economies. The only socialist aspect of 
either county is Norway’s state-controlled 
petroleum industry. (Source: CIA Factbook)



I VOTED TRUMP for my president, not my 
pastor.



GOOD THINKIN’ GRETCH. If you tax the 
crap out of our small businesses, it will 
scare people away from working and pro-
viding jobs. Fewer jobs means fewer people 
driving around on our roads. Less traffic 
means fewer road repairs. Fewer repairs 
means less taxation. Problem solved.
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SENSORY ROOM
Continued from Page 6A
students donated to Delivering Hope, 
which helps lower income students get 
food. The eighth-grade students donated 
items to the Center of Hope food pantry, 
which also collects items for new mothers 
and young kids. 
 A handful of students helped pack and 
load the boxes into vehicles. Items ranged 
from toothpaste to food. 
 “The shout-out needs to go to our 
kids and our families because within a 
week, we collected over 1,500 items for 
all three organizations. There is a ton of 
stuff here,” said Jill Smigielski, special 
education teacher at AGS. 
 Along with the family donations, Dr. 
Wax Orthodontics and Advanced Care 
Chiropractic each donated $500 for the 
new Give it Back grant. Funds will go 
to constructing a sensory room at AGS. 
Rettenmund said they’re hoping to have 
it completed in a year. 
 The grant was the idea of Dr. Misty 
White, co-owner of Advanced Care Chi-
ropractic. She had the idea after hearing 
McKenna’s story. 
 “I thought her story was just phenom-
enal. Her heart was so big, I couldn’t 
stop thinking about it. I wanted to do 
something to give back like she was try-
ing to give back but in a different way,” 
White said. 
 Sisters Elizabeth “Libby” and Meg 
Maier, who are both ninth-grade students 
at Fenton High School, are recipients of 
the grant. Meg was out sick on Wednes-
day.
 “I was entirely on board with the 
sensory room. I understand how hard 
school can be and how you need a break 

James Strauss, 16, a junior at Fenton High School, helps load donations into a truck 
for the Center of Hope, of which Strauss is a student volunteer. Co-creator of Center 
of Hope, Jennifer Strygulec, brings more donations.Photo: Hannah Ball

AGS Middle School students Rebecca 
Blunden, 12, and Grant Murray, 11, carry 
donations to be transported to Delivering 
Hope, an organization that helps lower 
income students get food. Photo: Hannah Ball

sometimes. I thought it was a really cool 
idea,” Libby said.  
 Kristen Sobanski, president of Deliver-
ing Hope, said she’s very happy to be a 
part of this day.
 “This is great to be able to do and the 
schools and the community are all getting 
on board,” she said. 
 Jennifer and Bob Strygulec, creators of 
Center of Hope were present. Bob said the 
number of families they serve increased 
from 100 families a month last year to 
about 190 a month currently. 
 “We’re constantly looking for ideas for 
funding and food drives,” Bob said. The 
center also has multiple life skill classes. 
 “We’re starting to see the success,” he 
said. “We want to get them the skills and 
get them out of our place.”

THE WAY LANSING is going we will 
no longer be known as the Great 
Lakes State. We will be known as the 
‘Tax Again State.’ Time for an audit.



WOULD ANYONE WITH a freshly 
graduated college student and recent 
bartender living at their home let 
them run the household? Probably 
not, but Democrats are letting a con-
gressperson with the same creden-
tials try to run the country.



SOME PEOPLE THINK that those of 
us who oppose abortion should ‘mind 
our own business.’ If people had 
‘minded their own business’ years 
ago, we’d still have slavery. 



THE GLOBAL WARMING scientists 
are being paid to promote global 
warming and if they don’t support 
it, they don’t get the grant money. 
Remember the science that told Al 
Gore that our country would be under 
water two years ago? Yet, seaside 
property keeps increasing in value. 



I DON’T THINK it is the ‘radical’ right 
that think the majority of schools are 
trying to turn out liberal puppets but 
the normal people are saying that. 
Being left is not normal.



LET’S BE CLEAR — neither Swe-
den nor Norway are socialist coun-
tries. They have more social policies 
than we do, but both are definitely 
capitalist countries.



WHAT ARE THE facts of climate 
change? Earth has gone through 
eras of heating and cooling before 
man existed as is proven by geologi-
cal surveys. That is proven. It’s more 
proof than listening to paid climatolo-
gists espouse for money.



HOT LINE CONTINUED

27 Southeast Michigan branches,
find more at genisyscu.org.

Fenton Branch
15405 Silver Parkway

810-714-9431

Grand Blanc Branch
2343 E. Hill Road
810-694-1301

• New, Refinances & 1st Time Buyer Mortgages
• Fixed Rate & Adjustable Rate Options
• Easy Online or Phone Application Process

Home Ownership Made Easy.

Own It.
Mortgages

LOW RATE, LOW FEE

NMLS #409008



myfenton.com Sunday, March 10, 2019  17AWEEKEND TIMES

By Hannah Ball
 They’re often called the “Hollywood 
elites,” who sit on their riches and are 
out of touch with middle class America. 
Celebrities who hit it big may not struggle 
with paying health insurance, but the U.S. 
has many celebrities who do a lot of good 
with their money and name.  
 Actress Jami Gertz and her husband, 
Antony Ressler, are not too well known, 
but they topped Forbes list for most 
charitable celebrities in 2012 for donating 
more than $10 million to the Ressler-
Gertz Foundation, one of the biggest 
celebrity donations. 
 More recently and more well known 
is Oprah Winfrey, who regularly uses 
her fame to do charity work. She do-
nated $10 million to Hurricane 
Katrina relief efforts. Winfrey 
lobbied for the National Child 
Protection Act, which estab-
lished a national database of 
convicted child abusers. She 
donated $50.2 million to educa-
tion, health care and work for 
women and children worldwide 
just in 2007. 
 Elton John topped the lists 
in 2016 after he donated an estimated 
$38 million to various charities over 
his lifetime. Most of the money went to 
causes that fight HIV/AIDS, including 
his own Elton John AIDS Foundation. 
 J.K. Rowling, author of the famous 
Harry Potter books, used to be a bil-
lionaire. She was the first author on 
the Forbes billionaires list, but was 
knocked off after she donated an esti-
mated $160 million to charity.
 George and Amal Clooney created 
the Clooney Foundation for Justice, 
which fights for the rights of individuals 
targeted by oppressive governments. 
Angelina Jolie is the co-creator of the 
Jolie-Pitt Foundation, which aids hu-
manitarian causes around the world. 
Jolie was also appointed Special Con-
voy to the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees in 2012. 
 Chance the Rapper launched the 
New Chance Arts & Literature Fund, 
and raised more than $3.2 million for 
Chicago Public Schools in 2017. Colin 
Kaepernick may be a controversial 
figure, but he donated more than $1 
million to dozens of charities that help 
poor communities. The famous Oscar 

selfie by Ellen DeGeneres raised $3 
million, half of which was donated to 
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital and The 
Humane Society. 
 Barbra Streisand donated $10 million 
to the cardiovascular system at Cedars-
Sinai Medical Center, after she raised an 
additional $20 million for the program. 
The Streisand Foundation regularly 
gives grants to environmental causes, 
voter education, the protection of civil 
liberties and rights, women’s issues 
and more, according to the foundation. 
 It’s not always about money. 
 Dolly Parton recently donated her 
100 millionth book from her Imagina-
tion Library to the Library of Congress. 
The goal of the country singer’s Imagi-

nation Library is to send free 
books to children. 
 Ashton Kutcher created a 
nonprofit called Thorn, which 
has helped more than 6,000 
children and 12,000 adults 
who are victims of sex abuse. 
The actor became an activ-
ist and now uses innovative 
technology to help identify 
victims and perpetrators of 

sexual exploitation on the internet. 

Presidents
 Even those who achieve fame through 
politics can be philanthropic. When for-
mer President Barack Obama was in the 
White House, the Obamas donated over 
$1 million to various charities, and 54 
percent of that money went to causes for 
children. According to Insider, they gave 
$392,000 over the course of six years 
to the Fisher House Foundation, which 
supports families of veterans. 
 When he received the 2009 Nobel 
Peace Prize and was awarded $1.4 mil-
lion, Obama donated all of it to various 
charities and causes. 
 President Donald Trump pledged to 
donate his entire salary while he was in 
office, and Snopes has verified he has 
stayed true to his word. He’s donated to 
the National Park Service, Department 
of Education, and more. 
 Before he was elected, the Donald J. 
Trump Foundation gave away around 
$10.9 million to more than 400 different 
charities from 2001 to 2014, according 
to Forbes. 
Sources: thisisinsider.com, forbes.com, snopes.com

n These are 
only a few of 
the celebrities 
who donate 
to charities 
and promote 
worthwhile 
causes. 

Celebrities who donate to charities

Dolly Parton reads the 100 millionth book donated by her nonprofit to children in the 
Library of Congress on Feb. 27, 2018. Photo: Shawn Miller, Washington Post

...where the north begins!

        Visit www.skimtholly.com for daily specials FREE 
Wi-Fi

13536 Dixie Hwy., Holly | 248-634-8269

M T.  H O L LY  E V E N T S

Rail Jam
Saturday, March 9

11am
Call 248-634-3249 for more info on either program

Activities will include  
Face Painting, a pond skim, 

the Cafeteria Tray Race, 
outdoor music, and 

our BBQ on the Patio. 

Beach Day
Sunday, March 10 

1pm

Open jam, no restrictions, 
best tricks win best prizes.

Registration starts at 9am
$10 Bib Registration

$10 OFF Lift Ticket with Bib

9406 DIXIE HWY CLARKSTON, MI 48348 

248-625-5050

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

$20 OFF 
AUTO REPAIRS  

over $150.00
EXPIRES 5/31/19

BRIDGE LAKE 
AUTO REPAIR

10% OFF 
ONSITE USED 
AUTO PARTS 

WITH INSTALLATION IN OUR AUTO CENTER

EXPIRES 5/31/19

BRIDGE LAKE 
AUTO REPAIR

NEW PARTS • SHUTTLE SERVICE • TOWING 
Same day service on most repairs

Let us reduce your cost with used parts 
from our on-site recycled auto parts yard!
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Need a New Roof?

Charles Nelson 810-732-7999

Free Estimates
Tear-Offs
Re-Roof

License #2101140011

Call today for the BEST PRICE of the SEASON!Guaranteed quality all year round.

Gary 
Tomlin
•	Holly	firefighter	
	 for	22	years
•	Fisherman	and	
	 turkey	hunter
•	U.S.	Marine	
By Sally Rummel
 Gary Tomlin, 65, hasn’t gone very 
far in the last 45 years; he still lives 
at the same address in Holly as he did 
when he first moved to town in 1974. 
Retired from General Motors, he and 
his wife, Sharon, have two sons, 42 and 
44; three grandchildren, 27, 18 and 21, 
and one great-granddaughter, 3. 

Now that you’re retired, how do 
you like to spend your time?
 I spend most of my time fighting 
with my dogs, sharpening blades of 
all kinds, helping our kids out, giving 
people a hard time and trying to get my 
naps in. I love turkey hunting and fish-
ing when I can. I like to go to Saginaw 
Bay and be in my boat with my kids 
and family. 

How did you meet your wife, Sha-
ron?
 I met Sharon when I was fresh out 

of the Marine Corps in 1970. Basi-
cally, our parents introduced us. We got 
married in 1972 and in ’74, she saw 
an ad in the paper for a home in Holly. 
Never heard of it. We didn’t even know 
where Holly was. The 
third time we came to 
Holly we had friends 
with us to see the house. 
While we were sit-
ting at the DQ (Dairy 
Queen), a tornado went 
down parts of Grange 
Hall Road. It was pretty 
scary. We moved to 
Holly when our son, 
Lee, was 4 weeks old. 

What is it that you like about Holly?
 We wanted to raise our kids in a 
small town. Then we built a new home 
here in front of the old house and tore 
down the old one in 1984 instead of 
moving out of town. We liked our 
location and liked the railroad behind 
us. We were both raised around trains 
being close to home and we liked it. 
We’re still here because we like the 
town and the people, plus my kids and 
family are here. 

Since you live nearby, what do you 
know about the Barnum & Bailey 
house in Holly?
 Barnum built the house for his 
brother, Bailey. Rumor says there was 
an elephant buried in the back yard. 
And I saw concrete pillars that were 
buried on the old piano factory property 
and they had big rings attached. Rumor 

says that Barnum and Bailey kept their 
elephants chained there. That’s all I 
know. The Barnum house was sold to 
the Bates family. She was a teacher 
here and owned this house for many, 
many years. It became known as the 
Bates house.

You were a Boy Scout leader also. 
Tell us about that.
  When the kids were young, they 
were in Boy Scouts. Sharon was den 
leader and council member. They 
reached the Webelo years at age 10, 
and I became a Webelo leader for four 
years. We enjoyed a lot of camping and 
learning during those years, including 
camping in storms, tornado warnings, 
wind — we had it all, all in between 
classes for scouts and working.

When did you become a 
firefighter?
  I joined the fire department in 
1989. I became a firefighter and did 
lots more schooling to become a 
lieutenant and safety officer. I remem-
ber the large fire for the diesel place 
in town and tornado runs, medicals, 
car-train, personal injuries and on and 
on during my 22 years of service. I 
left NOCFA (North Oakland County 
Fire Authority) when we started the 
village of Holly Fire Department. 
I helped get it started. As a safety 
officer, my main responsibility was 
taking care of all my firefighters and 
keeping them safe. I was also respon-

sible for the health and 
safety of the fire hall.

Firefighting became a 
tradition in your fam-
ily. How so?
  My youngest joined 
the village of Holly Fire 
Department for a few 
years. My oldest son 
joined NOCFA. He was 
there many years.

What’s the farthest you have trav-
eled away from home?
 We don’t travel a lot. The farthest 
I’ve been is Oregon, California and 
Louisiana. I did a lot of traveling with 
my grandparents when I was a child.
 We like going to our property in 
Kalkaska.

What’s on your bucket list?
 I’d like to visit Lake Shasta in Cali-
fornia, where Merle Haggard spent a lot 
of his time. He’s my all time favorite 
singer. I’d also like to go to the Out-
back, you know in Australia. And to do 
this I need to hit the lottery…my main 
bucket list.

What is something about you that 
most people probably don’t know?
 There’s nothing people don’t about 
me.  I am just a boring person.

Our  Town

Gary	Tomlin	has	lived	at	the	same	ad-
dress	in	Holly	for	45	years. Submitted photo.

‘‘ We’re still here 
because we like 
the town and the 
people, plus my 
kids and family 

are here.’’Gary Tomlin
Holly resident

Since 1951

Thomas	P.	McKenney
McKenney & McKenney
1121	N.	Saginaw	St.	Ste.	5

	Holly,	MI

248-328-9133
mckenneylawfirm.com

Estate	Planning	&	Probate

Elder	Law	

Business	Law

Municipal	Law

Hear A 
Better Day.

Call and Schedule your FREE HEARING EVALUATION

18010 Silver Parkway • Fenton

810-643-1028

Hear A 
Better Day.

Take advantage of this offer at the 
following Miracle-Ear® location

Location Name 1
Address Line 1
Address Line 2

(000) 000-0000
www.URL.com

Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fi t and ability to adapt to 
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PURCHASE 
any Starter, Sandwich,  

or build your favorite from 
The Burger Bar 

GET 
a FREE BOWL of 

homemade soup, house 
salad, or a Caesar salad

 

PURCHASE 
any salad from Get Your 

Greens on the menu 

GET 
a FREE BOWL of 
homemade soup  

FREE 
Lunch

MONDAY - FRIDAY  
10 am till 5 pm

$2 
BOTTLED  

BEER
MONDAY -  
THURSDAY 
10am-9pm

The Meeting Place is a family place

3600 OWEN RD. | FENTON

810-354-8881

Serving 
BRUNCH, 
LUNCH, 
DINNER 

ALL DAY

CASUAL DINING

TAKE-OUT 

PRIVATE EVENTS

CATERING
We deliver to local businesses!

OR

Hennessy VSOP

Patron

El Jimador Repo

Tito’s

Crown Royal

Jameson

Bacardi

LUCKY $7
HAPPY HOUR 
IS HAPPY 

DAYS 
7 days a week 

ALL DAY  
EVERY DAY 

Enjoy our famous  
TMP 2 oz pour 

THE_MEETING_PLACE_FENTON

*These offers not to be combined 
with any other promotions

Sunday’s 3pm till 8pm
Kids 12 and under  eat FREE 
with every main adult entree

FOLLOW US  
ON INSTAGRAM!

By Sally Rummel
 Holly Vision Clinic has been open at 1121 
N. Saginaw St. in Holly since November 
2018. 
 This office is an expansion of Grand 
Blanc Vision Clinic, which has been a 
landmark optometry practice in Grand 
Blanc for more 
than 50 years. 
 Doctors on staff 
at the Grand Blanc 
Vision Clinic and 
Holly Vision Clin-
ic include Eric L. 
Schweihofer, doc-
tor of optometry 
(O.D) and fellow 
of the American Academy of Optometry 
(F.A.A.O.), Daniel Markley, O.D., Jessica 
Bearer, O.D., F.A.A.O. and Allison Middle-
ton, O.D., F.A.A.O.
 “We’ve undergone a complete inte-
rior remodel in Holly,” said Middleton, a 
graduate of Michigan State University and 
the Michigan College of Optometry, with 
distinction. She also pursued a residency 
in ocular disease at the veteran’s hospital 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana.
 Middleton said the clinic’s first priority 
is always to provide comprehensive dilated 
eye health exams, checking for cataracts, 
macular degeneration, glaucoma, diabetic 
eye disease and many other eye conditions.

Allison Middleton, doctor of optometry (O.D) and fellow of the American Academy 
of Optometry (F.A.A.O.), stands among the stylish and functional frames available 
at Holly Vission Clinic. Some frames are made in Spain and Germany. Photo: Tim Jagielo

 BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:  Holly Vision Clinic remodels
 “Safeguarding your vision is always our 
priority,” Middleton said. 
 Then there’s the fashion end of optometry 
that makes the practice fun for staff and 
patients.
 “We have a large array of frames to 
choose from and some of the most unique 

frame lines in the 
area,” Middleton 
said. “We use the 
best ophthalmic 
lenses available to 
provide the clear-
est high-definition 
vision. With cus-
tom-made frame 
displays by a master 

craftsman and a fresh new look, you will 
get a true boutique optical experience right 
here in Holly.” 
 Middleton, a Grand Blanc native, looks 
forward to becoming part of the Holly com-
munity. “I’m very familiar with Holly and 
the people who live here,” she said.
 She is residency-trained in the treatment 
and management of ocular disease. “You 
can trust me with your eyes,” she said. “We 
have two to three staff members on any 
given day, and for patient convenience, we 
have expanded the hours of operation at 
Holly Vision Clinic.”
 Holly Vision Clinic is in the plaza across 
from Kerton Lumber.

‘‘ We have a large array of 
frames to choose from and 
some of the most unique 

frame lines in the area.’’Allison Middleton, O.D., F.A.A.O.
Holly Vision Clinic

9406 DIXIE HWY 
CLARKSTON, MI 

TOWING AVAILABLE!

*Pricing subject to change monthly

SCRAP VEHICLES 
AND STEEL FOR

CASH
WE PAY $130.00 A NET TON* 

FOR LATE MODEL VEHICLES AND SCRAP STEEL

= 

DON’T BE FOOLED BY 
THE GROSS TON PRICING

$145.00
 GROSS TON

$130.00 
NET TON
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Get More in Return!
Our highest interest is you, that's why our dividend rate for 
Boo$t Checking is now 5%!
Boo$t is a simple and convenient, high-yield dividend rate checking account 
that pays up to 5% monthly on balances up to $10,000.00 when all required 
qualifications are met. With Boo$t there are no monthly service or per check 
fees, no minimum balance requirements and you can instantly receive  
your debit card. 

Qualifications Are Simple
  Direct Deposit of at least $900 into 

membership account per month
  Enrollment in e-statements
  Twenty-five (25) posted debit card 

transactions to the account per month. ATM 
transactions do not count.

You can learn more about Boo$t Checking by calling 800. 521.3796  
or by going to dortonline.org/boost
* Zero Percent (0.00%) APY will apply in the months when all qualifications are not met and on balances 

over $10,000. Limit one (1) checking account per membership. Dividend rates subject to change. Business 
accounts do not qualify.

 More 

Serving the Greater Flint Area Since 1951
Federally Insured by NCUA

is better!
* Annual Percentage Yield 

up to 5%. Requirements 
apply to earn a dividend.5%

APY*5%

SPRING TRAINING
Continued from Front Page
 “We’d get up at 6:30 in the morning 
and we’d be at the ball park to greet the 
Tigers,” said Ketchmark, who now lives 
in Fenton Township. “We’ve done it ever 
since 1986.”
 “We’d go down with the sole purpose 
to get a photo of each player and their 
autograph,” said Koch, also of Fenton 
Township. “That was the goal.”
 Spring training has changed since 
1986. The players aren’t nearly as ac-
cessable as they were in the ’80s, but 
the sisters still make their annual trek 
anyway. It remains a great time for the 
siblings.
 “Back in 1986, we had total access to 
the players,” Ketchmark said. “You could 
walk up to them and they were nice and 
polite. In the 1990s, it became more com-
mercialized and Joker Marchant Stadium 
(the stadium the Tigers use for their 
spring training games) created bleach-
ers and it became less friendly. In the 
mid- to late-’90s, they put up a wrought 
iron gate that blocked off where the 
players parked and 
it made it tougher to 
get signatures. You 
had to try to get them 
through what were 
basically jail bars, 
and most would 
walk on by you. 
It was very person-
able in the ’80s, but 
now they are making 
money hand over fist 
with it.”
 Over the years, however, they were still 
able to get photos with and autographs 
from some of the greatest Tigers of all 

‘‘ She didn’t have Chet 
Lemon’s autograph 
so she ran on to the 
team bus to get his 

autograph. She chased 
him down.’’Denise Ketchmark

Detroit Tigers fan

time. Lou Whitaker was Ketchmark’s 
favorite player, while Lance Parrish was 
Koch’s favorite player. Of course, those 
players are included in their photograph/
autograph conquests, and so are most of 
the 1984 Tigers. The hardest to get of the 
1984 Tigers was Kirk Gibson. Of course, 

they could get lucky 
any time of the day. 
For instance, Koch 
remembers one din-
ner trip paid off dur-
ing one of their spring 
training vacations.
 “One time we went 
(to a place) where 
Willie Hernandez was 
eating oysters at the 
bar,” Koch said. “We 
were able to sit down 

and eat oysters with him.”
 Their photos expand beyond the 1984 
era Tigers, though. They have photos with 

Al Kaline and with players who didn’t join 
the team until after most of the ’84 squad 
was already gone. One notable player is 
Cecil Fielder.
 “Our goal was to get everyone’s auto-
graph,” Ketchmark said. “We had recipe 
cards, have them sign it and on the back 
sides and we’d write their names so we 
could remember who’s signature it was. 
We had three or four photo albums.”
 They also met with the Tigers’ radio 
announcers of the time, Ernie Harwell 
and Paul Carey.
 “We went up and came in the booth one 
at a time,” Koch said. “Ernie was very nice 
and we have pictures with him. Though 
he was a big star, he never made you feel 
as though he was.”
 One of their favorite stories about an 
autograph/photo grab involved their other 
sister, Lynn. 
 “It was her first time at spring training 
in 1989 and we were trying to get hold of 

the players,” Ketchmark said. “She didn’t 
have Chet Lemon’s autograph so she ran 
on to the team bus to get his autograph. 
She chased him down.”
 All of their Tigers memories aren’t 
about spring training. For anyone grow-
ing up in the Detroit area in 1984, the 
World Championship squad is a big part 
of their memories. Ketchmark had several 
outstanding memories of that season at 
Tiger Stadium.
 “I was there when they clinched the 
American League East title, at the Ameri-
can League Championship clinching 
game and at the game that won them the 
World Series,” Ketchmark said. 
 Will the sisters ever be able to witness 
another Tigers’ World Series appearance? 
That’s up in the air. The Tigers appear in 
a major rebuilding mode currently. How-
ever, they’ll always be able to maintain 
their spring training tradition.
 They will do that this season very soon.

Fenton Township resident Denise 
Ketchmark poses for a photo with De-
troit Tigers’ player from the 1980s Larry 
Herndon during one of the many spring 
training trips she’s taken since 1986. 
Submitted photo

Holly’s Debi Koch got this photo with 
Detroit Tiger slugger Cecil Fielder dur-
ing one of her spring training trips to 
Lakeland, Florida. Cecil Fielder was one 
of the Tigers’ biggest superstars from 
1990 to 1996. Submitted photo

Legendary Detroit Tigers’ second base-
man Lou Whitaker takes a photo with 
Denise Ketchmark during one of her 
many trips to spring training since 1986. 
Submitted photo

 Did you know the average annual 
checking account yield is 0.06 percent 
Annual Percentage Yield (APY)?  For 
many people, letting money sit in a 
checking account is no better than hid-
ing it under a mattress.  
 If you visit many banks today, you’ll 
find you must meet a laundry list of re-
quirements to avoid fees. Banks are for-
profit enterprises, who are owned by 
their investors or stockholders. Credit 
unions are not-for-profit organizations 
that are owned by their members. Ide-
ally, credit unions can offer better deals 
because they don’t have outside inves-
tors trying to maximize their profits at 
the expense of their customers.  
 Dort Federal Credit Union wants you to 
get more in return with their Boo$t Check-
ing account. Boo$t is a simple and conve-
nient, high yield dividend rate checking 
account that pays up to 5% APY* monthly 
on balances up to $10,000 when all the 
qualifications are met. In order to qualify 
you will need to have:
• Direct Deposit of at least $900 into 

your Dort Federal Credit Union mem-
bership account per month

• Enroll in e-statements or paperless 
statements

• Have twenty-five (25) posted debit card 
transactions to the account per month.  
ATM transactions do not count. 

 Here are some questions you should 
ask yourself to see if Boo$t Checking at 
Dort Federal Credit Union is right for you.
• What is my current annual percentage 

Earn 5 percent on your checking 
at Dort Federal Credit Union

yield (APY) on my checking account? 
Remember Boo$t Checking offers 5 
percent APY  

• Do I currently have to have to main-
tain a minimum or maximum balance 
in my checking account to earn the 
AYP? Boo$t Checking does not re-
quire a minimum balance and pays 
dividends on balances up to $10,000.

• Am I currently paying a monthly ser-
vice fee or a per check fee? Dort Fed-
eral’s Boo$t checking account does 
not have any monthly service fees or 
per check fees.  

• Do I have to wait for my debit card 
to arrive in the mail when I open my 
account? Dort Federal knows access 
to your money is extremely important.  
We offer instant issue debit cards for 
our Boo$t checking account. 

• Does my current checking account 
offer overdraft programs? Our over-
draft protection provides coverage 
for those rare cases when your check-
ing account may become overdrawn.  
We simply link another Dort Federal 
Credit Union deposit account.  

 Whether you choose a bank or credit 
union, ask about all fees associated with 
your accounts – banks can charge you for 
anything from check cashing and money 
transfers to inactivity and low balance fees.   

*Zero Percent APY will apply in the months when 
all requirements are not met and on balances over 
$10,000. Limit one checking account per mem-
bership. Dividend rate subject to change.  Busi-
ness accounts do not qualify.
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NEWSPAPERS
Continued from Page 3A
 McGraw said the biggest change in 
her 16 years is the emergence of digital 
products, while the ability to cover com-
munities has remained.
 Many newspapers are beginning to 
charge for their online content. “If you 
want the quality of the information, you’ll 
have to pay for it,” she said. 
 The Climax Crescent has a simple but 
clear website, which shares the headline, 
and chunk of the story. Subscribers get to 
read the entire story with a subscription.
 Bruce does the reporting, while Crystal 
handles the business. Their publication 
reaches 925 customers every week.
 “We are small, but we kind of feel like 
we’re an important part of the commu-
nity,” he said.
 Bruce covers as many meetings as he 
can in the eight municipalities they serve. 
He also serves as president on the Climax 
Village Council. “In a small town, you 
don’t get a lot of people trying to be on 
a council or a board,” he said. “I just try 
to do it straightforward.”
 The Rolfes have expanded into social 
media with regular posts that include 
photos, videos, story teasers and even 
humorous contests.
 Kevin Hardy is the local news edi-
tor for the Detroit News. He said that 
newspapers in Michigan are entering a 
new chapter — moving from a print-
focused environment to a digital-focused 
environment.
 The Detroit News reaches 3.4 mil-

As a staff of two, Bruce and Crystal 
Rolfe are the owners, reporters, editors, 
photographers, salespeople and book-
keepers for their newspaper, The Climax 
Crescent near Kalamazoo. Submitted photo.

Comic inserts are assembled at Michi-
gan Web Press on Thursday, March 7. 
Photo: Tim Jagielo

lion unique users each month with its 
digital products. The majority are from 
Michigan. He estimates they have 100 
employees on the editorial staff. 
 He said that newspapers have settled 
here, where digital will be the main prod-
uct moving forward and organizations 
will work on monetizing these platforms. 
For the Detroit News, this includes web-
site and mobile apps.
 In a world where everyone can get 
news instantly from many sources, he 
said larger papers like his stand out and 
remain relevant by focusing on their 
core communities. This is a strategy 
that resonates with newspapers large 
and small.
 Hardy has been at the ‘News since 
2004. In that time, it changed from a 
newspaper that “regurgitated” its print 
edition online to working online first. 
They are updating sometimes hundreds of 
times on big important stories at a “speed 
never seen before in journalism.”
 He said that despite the national “fake 
news” mantra, Michigan readers seem 
to appreciate and value good journalism.

SCHEME
Continued from Front Page
 Det. Sgt. Pat Gallagher said Bonam’s 
cellmate at the county jail told police that 
Bonam approached him about helping 
make a co-defendant and the victim in 
Bonam’s 2018 larceny case disappear, 
figuring that if there were no victim and 
witness, his case would go away.
 Gallagher said the other inmate testi-
fied that Bonam told him the witness 
and victim in the case could not show 
up to testify, by any means. He added 
that the other inmate got in touch with 
a corrections officer at the jail who then 
contacted the MSP detective.
 Wearing a recording device, the other 
inmate returned to the jail in June 2018 
on a fake violation to confirm Bonam’s 
arrangement. “He (Bonam) cooked up 
a scheme to take care of the victim of 
the larceny case,” Gallagher said. “We 
got good recordings. Made him think 

the murder would be carried out. He was 
surprised that it took place.”
 Police then communicated with 
Spicer through a fake social media ac-
count saying the other inmate would 
need to be paid for his services. Police 
arrested Spicer when she dropped off a 
truck at a gas station in Hartland Town-
ship as partial payment to the inmate for 
his services. 
 Gallagher said Bonam pleaded guilty 
after the charge was reduced from so-
licitation of murder, which carries a life 
sentence, to witness intimidation. He 
was sentenced to 7 to 25 years in prison.
 Spicer pleaded guilty to one count 
of accessory after the fact to a felony 
and prosecutors agreed to recommend 
Holmes Youthful Trainee Act (HYTA) 
status, which would keep her criminal 
record clean. Spicer is to be sentenced 
in April. She faces up to five years in 
jail and/or a $10,000 fine.

– Bring in this ad for –

CAFÉ OPEN in DOWNTOWN HOLLY

Tastiest bread and sandwiches in town —  

take a loaf home for your dinner table today!

204 S. Saginaw St. • Holly
248-382-5307

www.davisburgbread.com
Tues-Fri 11-6 • Sat 10-5

Check us 
out daily on 
Facebook

Any Purchase  
of $10 or more

$300
OFF

In a Hurry?
Call Ahead  

for Carry-Out  

or Dine-In

Genoa salami, black forest ham, provolone, 

tomatoes, banana peppers, shredded lettuce,  

red onions, herb vinaigrette on a grilled hoagie.

#7 
Hero!

Do you 
like 

Portobello 
Mushroom 

Soup?

ITEMS NEEDED TO ENROLL YOUR CHILD:

  Child’s Original Birth Certificate
  Child’s Official Immunization Record
  Proof of Vision Screening
  Proof of  Residency (Utility Bill,
 Property Tax Statement, etc.)

Contact: Jennifer Bentley jbentley@lindenschools.org  
or 810-591-0986 with enrollment questions

PRE-REGISTER YOUR CHILD FOR 
KINDERGARTEN/YOUNG FIVES:

Pre-registration and enrollment information 
are online at www.lindenschools.org
Click “New Student Enrollment” tab

THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 
6PM AT HYATT ELEMENTARY

325 Stan Eaton Dr. | 810-591-8180

RESIDENTS & NON-RESIDENTS WELCOME!

Linden Community Schools

PARENT/GUARDIAN 
INFORMATION MEETING

Linden Community 
Schools Offer:

•  Art, Music & PE
• Technology  

Computer Lab
•  Action Based  

Learning Lab
• Library/Media  

Center
• Intervention  

Programs 
• Positive Behavior 

Supports
• Before & After 

School Programs
• Excellent Parent 

Involvement

Enrollment 
Packets 

Available Now!

PRESCHOOL 
 OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, March 14th 

 5:30pm - 7:00pm

Argentine Elementary 
Early Childhood Center 
8483 W. Silver Lake Rd.

810-591-0320
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Katelyn Siebert 
scored 11 points in 

the Blue Devils’ 65-46 
district semifinal loss 
to the Haslett Vikings, 

Wednesday.

David’s 
Dabblings
Some thoughts 
about sports and 
others not dealing 
with sports at all

GOODBYE DON PLUTA

 During the nearly 30 years 
I’ve been a prep sports reporter 
times have clearly changed 
how we receive our information.
 Back in the day (that’s the 
early 1990s for me) when we 
wanted information for a sport-
ing event we were unable to 
attend, there was one easy way 
to get that information — the 
home phone.
 Back then, we weren’t talk-
ing on cell phones. Heck, 
some people didn’t even have 
answering machines on their 
home phones. Quite often I 
would get to know the wife/
husband and kids of the coach 
I was trying to contact because 
they’d be the ones to answer 
the phone most of the time.
 That has changed quite a 
bit. So much of what I gather 
comes from emails and texts. 
It’s nice at times because it’s 
quicker and, quite frequently, 
a more accurate way to get 
information.
 But sometimes I miss the 
phone calls, especially with 
coaches I’ve known for a long 
time. Enter, Holly varsity wres-
tling coach Don Pluta. In my 16 
years at this publication, it’s fair 
to say I’ve probably spent close 
to 100 hours on the phone with 
Pluta. Most of those hours we 
talked about Holly wrestling. 
But many others we talked 
about coaching philosophies, 
about other sports and about, 
yes, my curling ‘career.’ With 
Pluta’s recent retirement of the 
Holly varsity wrestling program, 
I’m going to miss these talks.
 However, I’m going to miss 
more than that. I’m going 
to miss seeing Pluta on the 
sidelines during matches. I’m 
going to miss his smiles of ac-
complishment when one of his 
wrestlers earn a goal, or when 
his team captures a key victory. 
I remember seeing Pluta and 
his team when they qualified 
for the team state meet for the 
first time ever during one of the 
greatest matches I’ve ever wit-
nessed when John Aikens won 
a critical bout against Anchor 
Bay. I’ll miss watching Pluta’s 
celebration with his individual 
state championship wrestlers. 
But mostly, I’ll miss how he ap-
proached his coaching position 
— he always thought about his 
kids first.
 Life will go on, but life will be a 
little different when I go to cover 
Holly wrestling next season. 
Goodbye, Don. I’ll miss you.

Blue Devils trail early, lose to Haslett, 65-46
By Dale M. Smith
 Perry — It was just one of those 
nights when the proverbial train got de-
railed and was never able to find its way 
back on track for the Lake Fenton var-
sity girls basketball team in its district 
opener Wednesday night. 
 The Blue Devils fell to a tall and tal-
ented Haslett Vikings’ team, 65-46.
 Lake Fenton got in a hole early, down 
5-0 before a Morgan Furey 3-pointer 
got the Devils on the board at the 4:10 
mark of the first quarter. Then, things 
got dicey when the Devils picked up a 

technical foul for an illegal substitu-
tion for a numbering issue in the 
official scorebook. The Vikings 
hit both of the technical free 
throws and retained posses-
sion of the ball. This led to 
a 10-3 lead for Haslett that 
was quickly upped to 14-3 
late in the first.
 An “and one” from Dev-
ils’ junior Kaitlyn Siebert 
cut it to 18-10 early in 
the second quarter but the 
taller Haslett girls domi-

nated the boards on both ends of the 
floor. The Vikings started two 6-footers 
in Imania Baker and Brooke Bradley.
 Haslett then went on a 11-2 run to 
make it 29-12 before a late first half 

free throw from Furey ended the 
Devils’ long drought.
 A plus for the Devils was the play 

of sophomore Christina Lamb 
who came off the bench and

See DEVILS on 23A

Tigers’ league title season ends in district semis
By David Troppens
 Hartland — The Fenton varsity girls 
basketball team couldn’t be upset with 
their effort.
 The Tigers played 32 gruelling min-
utes against the Hartland Eagles during 
their Division 1 district semifinal contest 
at Hartland High School, Wednesday.
 The Tigers also had to be really 
pleased with their defense. No Hart-
land player had more than eight points 
as Fenton’s defense made sure no Eagle 
player ever got into a comfortable offen-
sive rhythm during the contest.
 However, Hartland played some 
mighty good defense of its own and 
kept the Tigers to just 8-for-36 field goal 
shooting, resulting in a 43-22 Hartland 
win.
 It was a challenge for anyone to get 
into any offensive rhythm for either 
team. The closest person who did that 
was Fenton’s Chloe Idoni. She led all 
scorers with 13 points, but it took 4-for-
13 shooting to earn those points. Mean-
while, the rest of the Tigers struggled 
mightily on offense, hitting on just 4-of-
23 shots from the field. Hartland also 
opened the season against the Tigers, 
defeating Fenton 61-39. 
 “We are both really good teams and 
I’m glad I had this experience to play 
against them,” Idoni said about Hart-
land. “(Fenton basketball) is a part of 
me. It’s been a part of me for four years, 
so it’s like who I am. It means more 
than basketball and a basketball team. 
(Fenton varsity girls basketball coach 
Rebecca Moore) applies life lessons that 
we can use our whole life, and we cre-
ated bonds that we will never break.”
 “A couple of bounces here or a couple 
bounces there it could’ve been a differ-
ent result,” Moore said. “It’s a special 
group. I’m sorry I didn’t do a little bit 
more to counteract (Hartland).”
 There probably wasn’t much Moore 
could do. The Eagles are a strong squad, 
as evidenced by their 19-3 record. Of 
course the Tigers (17-4) had a strong re-
cord as well and are the Metro League 
champions, but the Tigers were also 
without Korryn Smith, who has emerged 
as one of Fenton’s most potent scoring 
threats in recent contests.
 Hartland did get off to a good start, 
scoring the game’s first eight points. The 
final two of those points came on a driv-

ing six-footer by Madi Moyer, the only 
player on either team to score at least a 
field goal in each quarter.
 Fenton never made a field goal in the 
first quarter, scoring its only two points 
on 1-for-2 free-throw trips by Erin Cart-
er and Idoni. Fenton trailed 12-2 after 
one quarter. 
 Idoni cut the gap to 12-5 with a quick 
three-pointer to start the second quarter, 
but the tigers had turnovers on five of 
their next eight possessions, enabling 
the Eagles to slowly increase the lead. It 
grew to 22-7 on a six-footer by Gracey 
Metz, but Fenton’s Idoni hit a driving 
hoop with 40 seconds left in the half, 
cutting the gap to 22-9 at halftime.

See TIGERS’ on 23A

(Above) Fenton’s Chloe Idoni (middle) 
tries to navigate Hartland’s defense in 
the Tigers’ 43-22 district semifinal loss, 
Wednesday. (Right) Fenton’s Erin Carter 
blocks a shot during the contest. 
Photos: Mark Bolen
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scored six quick points before the 
break. She finished with 10 points, two 
rebounds and two steals.
 Lake Fenton’s bad luck continued in 
the second half as senior Haley Whit-
tecar was injured and had to be helped 
off the floor. She did return late in the 
game but by then the lead had become 

insurmountable for the Devils.
 Haslett moved out to a 46-18 lead in 
the third quarter before both coaches 
cleared their benches for the rest of the 
game.
 Furey had 10 points, nine of those 
coming from behind the arc. Siebert 
added 11 points, three steals and two 
rebounds.

CONTINUED AT MYFENTON.COM

Howell’s defense stifles 
Bronchos in district loss
By David Troppens
 Hartland — In short, nothing came 
easy for the Holly varsity girls basketball 
team in its Division I district semifinal 
contest against the Howell Highlanders 
at Hartland High School, Wednesday.
 Meanwhile, the Highlanders were 
able to make 50 percent of their shots 
while turning the ball over just 10 times 
against the Bronchos. The result was a 
58-27 loss for the Holly Bronchos.
 The loss ended the Bronchos’ season 
at 11-10 overall. It also marked the end 
of an era — Holly’s all-time leading 
basketball scorer regardless of gender, 
Rebecca Fugate, saw her career come to 
a close. Fugate scored a hard-earned 18 
points against Howell, giving her 1,433 
points for her career, just six fewer than 
the Flint Metro League’s all-time lead-
ing scorer, Fenton’s Christina Rivette.
 Fugate knew she was close to the 
scoring mark, but didn’t know how 
close. Fugate played most of the con-
test and was the game’s leading scorer. 
However, Hartland made life challeng-
ing on Fugate and her teammates. With 
3:58 and the Bronchos trailing 52-23, 
Fugate left the court for her final time 
as a Broncho.

CONTINUED AT MYFENTON.COM

Holly’s Payton Price drives to the bucket 
in the Bronchos’ 58-27 loss to Hartland, 
Wednesday. Photo: David Troppens

TIGERS’
Continued from Page 22A
 Any chance of a Fenton comeback 
probably ended when Hartland scored the 
first five points of the third quarter, increas-
ing their lead to 27-9. The closest Fenton 
ever got after that was 29-15 which was 
the score entering the fourth quarter.
 The Eagles cut the gap to 15 a few 
times in the fourth quarter. The final time 
came on a converted free throw by Idoni 
with 3:03 left in the contest, making it a 
37-22 deficit. However, the Tigers never 
scored again.
 The loss couldn’t erase the 17-4 record 
which included a Metro League crown. 
 “It’s so special to me (being with this 
program),” Idoni said. “It was everything 
and more than I could ask for. The impor-
tant thing is we loved each other. We got 
so close over the year, and I couldn’t have 
gone out with a better team. My coach, 
she does everything she can for us.”

CONTINUED AT MYFENTON.COM

Fenton’s Lauren Murphy attempts a shot 
during the Tigers’ 43-22 loss to Hartland, 
Wednesday. Photo: Mark Bolen
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GRACE 
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Boys Ski
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Girls Ski

TANNER 
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Wrestling

AVERY 
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Bowling

HUNTER 
SCRAMM  
Boys 
Basketball

ERIN
CARTER 
Girls
Basketball 
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Wrestling
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Please arrive 30 minutes 
before your tryout  
session to register. 

Try-out fee is $15.00.

Sunday, March 17

www.tceliteaaubasketball.com                   810-429-1274OR CALL/TEXT

Grade: Time:

Girls 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th ................ 9:00-10:30am
Girls 9th, 10th & 11th ................. 11am-12:30pm
Boys 9th, 10th & 11th .................... 1:00-2:30pm

Grade: Time:
Boys 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th ...................... 7-8:30pm

Howell High School
1200 W. Grand River • Howell

Monday, March 18 Highlander Way Middle School
511 N. Highlander Way • Howell
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