
‘‘I a
m wondering why the 

Lake Fenton youth basketball 

team does not play the 

national anthem before 

games. Is it because 

dribbling and rebound-

ing are more important 

than national pride or 

wasn’t there time?” 
‘‘I’m

 sorry but I just saw the 

headline of Wednesday’s Times 

about the plan to buy 

a therapy dog for the 

school. This is just 

another liberal ploy to 

make our kids more 

dependent and less 

able to handle the stress of grow-

ing up. Enough silly crutches.”

‘‘You don’t like read-

ing ‘accidental overdose?’ 

Well I don’t like reading 

‘real bad accident.’ Who 

the heck ever had a good 

accident?”
TEXT 

YOUR 

HOT LINE

810-77
1-TEXT

COMMENT 

OF THE WEEK

nTwo-year agreement 

allocates $73,000 annually 

to senior center

By Hannah Ball

hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

 Linden — The Loose Center in Linden 

and Southern Lakes Parks and Recreation 

have reached a funding agreement nearly 

a year after SLPR faced backlash over 

changing its funding process.  

 On Friday, Jan. 26, representatives 

See LOOSE on 6

nGroundhog Day is midpoint 

between the winter solstice and 

the spring equinox in March

By Sally Rummel

news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282

 This Friday, Feb. 2, will determine the entire 

course of the rest of our winter weather, if you 

believe a 131-year-old legend.

 It will be Groundhog Day, always cel-

ebrated on this date, the midpoint between 

the winter solstice in December and the spring 

equinox in March.

 According to legend, if a groundhog sees 

its shadow on Feb. 2, there will be six more 

weeks of winter; if he doesn’t, then spring is 

right around the corner.

 How did a plump marmot (rodent) get to 

determine our weather in the first place?

 This rodent meteorologist determined the 

course of winter weather for the first time on Feb. 

2, 1887 at Gobbler’s Knob in Punxsutawney, 

Pennsylvania, according to History.com.

See GROUNDHOG DAY on 10

Carmer 
Road house 

fire being 

investigated 

nDamage of home 

under construction 

estimated to be 

$700,000

By Vera Hogan

vhogan@tctimes.com

 The billowing black smoke 

could be seen from as far away 

as U.S. 23 at Thompson Road. 

The actual fire was several miles 

south, on Carmer Road, between 

White Lake and Hartland roads, 

in Tyrone Township.

 The blaze destroyed a 

4,300-square-foot home un-

der construction, but nearing 

completion. According to Fen-

ton Fire Chief Bob Cairnduff, 

the damage is estimated to be 

$700,000.

 The fire took place during 

the late afternoon hours of 

Friday, Jan. 26. “We originally 

received the call at 5:08 p.m.,” 

Cairnduff said. “Our first unit 

was on scene at 5:17 p.m. 

 “When the first crew arrived 

they had a fully engulfed garage 

and the home was about 25 

See FIRE on 10
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HEARTY 

GAME DAY 

SNACKS

Will Punxsutawney Phil see his shadow on Friday?

34-year-old man 

survives third 

heroin overdose

nArgentine police investigate 

 A 34-year-old Pontiac man has overdosed 

on heroin in Pontiac and twice in Argentine 

Township. Argentine Township police are 

investigating. 

 Sgt. Doug Fulton said the man overdosed 

on heroin on Dec. 15, 2017 in Pontiac, but 

was revived with Narcan. 

 On Dec. 16, 2017, he overdosed on heroin 

in a woman’s trailer at Pineridge trailer park 

See HEROIN on 6

Loose Center and Southern  

Lakes board reach agreement

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | HANNAH BALL

Vince Paris (middle), director of Southern 

Lakes Parks and Recreation, signs the 

new agreement between SLPR and 

Loose Center. 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Multiple fire departments responded to the structure fire in Tyrone Township on Friday, Jan. 26. The Fenton Fire Department arrived at 

5:17 p.m. and cleared the scene at approximately 10:30 p.m. There were no injuries.

PHOTO: HEAVY.COM

tctimes.com 

Sunday, October 7, 2018  1

LIVING LOCAL

LOCALLOCALLOCALLivingSunday, October 7, 2018 | Tri-County Times Featured Section

SEE 

INSIDE!

List of upcoming 

Festivals & Events 

between now and 

the end of the year.

PG 7

Thanksgiving is  

HOW MANY  

DAYS AWAY!

Are you 

ready to 

host?

Help our 

community 

flourish

PG 8

Take a hike

   — ride a bike

By Sally Rummel

Fall is a beautiful time to take a hike or a bike ride, 

along an array of trails and sidewalks with a backdrop 

of fall’s spectacular color show. 

Downtown areas

 Enjoy the pedestrian-friendly downtown areas of 

Fenton, Linden and Holly, where you can window shop 

along with your walk.

City of Fenton

Take a stroll behind the Fenton Community and 

Cultural Center at Rackham Park. You’ll find paved 

riverside walking paths connecting downtown, plus the 

added bonus of public art scattered throughout the area.

See OUTDOOR SPLENDOR on 4

Enjoy the 

beautiful colors 

of autumn in all 

its outdoor splendor

PG 

5

Weekend 
PAGE 17A

MEET TED GOUPIL 

A RETIRED 

WEST SHORE 
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‘‘Please don’t 

blame all teachers for 

the bad few that simply 

cannot resist trying to 

sway their captive audi-

ence to their political 

beliefs. Most teachers 

don’t do that. As a 

teacher, I find it to be 

traitorous to our job.”

‘‘Boo-hoo to you liberals who 

think you can remove our elected 

President from office 

because you disagree 

with him. If that were 

possible, Obama 

would have lasted only 

a week in office. Your 

naiveté is cute. By the way, Foster 

Child puts Heller to shame.”

‘‘Yes, you should keep 

the track open for us senior 

citizens. I’d bet dol-

lar to doughnut that 

they’re the ones who 

built that track, paid 

taxes for it, built the 

schools. They, of all 

people, will use it, not abuse it. 

Senior citizens, go use that track, 

you paid for it.”

‘‘The people pay for the public 

school system so it is our responsibility 

to ensure that the schools provide the 

best education for our children. That 

means playing an active part in what 

they teach, how they teach it, and what 

they do to protect our children while 

they are in the school’s care.”

TEXT 

YOUR 

HOT LINE

810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 

OF THE WEEK

By Hannah Ball

hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

 In 2015, Michigan increased 

the gas tax and registration fees 

with the promise of fixing the 

state’s crumbling roads. 

 Drivers are still paying the 

increased taxes and fees, yet 

many are wondering why roads 

haven’t been fixed yet. 

 This is because in the bill 

that Gov. Rick Snyder signed

See ROADS on 15A

State gas tax hike won’t 

benefit roads until 2021

‘‘ The Snyder 

Administration has 

committed $400 to $600 

million from the General 

Fund since 2012. This 

means we are in the 

catch-up mode after 10 

years of neglect. ’’
Joe Graves

State representative (R-Argentine Township)

nBond denied for man 

accused of sexually 

assaulting female victim 

under the age of 13

By Sharon Stone

sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786

 Bond was denied for Michael 

Todd Sackrider, 53, of Fenton Town-

ship. He is facing five felony counts 

of first-degree criminal sexual con-

duct (CSC) with a victim under the 

age of 13 and one count of second-

degree CSC with a female under the 

age of 13.

 According to the Genesee County 

Sheriff’s Office, detectives were 

alerted Jan. 13 to a CSC complaint 

involving Sackrider. Detectives in-

terviewed the victim, who alleged she 

was sexually assaulted by Sackrider 

several times when she was between 

the ages of 11 and 16 years old. She 

told detectives that the alleged assaults 

took place at Sackrider’s Linden Road 

home in Fenton Township.

 The young victim said Sackrider 

was her mom’s ex-boyfriend. 

 According to the sheriff’s office, 

the girl reported that Sackrider, on 

numerous occasions, would ap-

proach her from behind, and stick his 

hand down the front of her pants. She 

also reported that Sackrider forced

See CHARGES on 6A

Fenton Township man facing six CSC charges

Michael Todd 

Sackrider nOrdered to reimburse farm 

owner who was banned from 

spreading natural fertilizer

By Hannah Ball

hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

 A 22-acre horse farm called Mi-

cah’s Meadow in the Lakeview Farm 

subdivision off Lobdell Road recently 

won its Genesee County Circuit Court 

case against the Township of Fenton’s 

banning the use of horse manure as 

fertilizer.
See MANURE on 11A

Fenton Township loses horse manure case

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Aprill O’Connell and fiancé Marty Vyskocil re-

cently won a case involving the Michigan Right 

To Farm Act initiated by neighbors’ complaints.

Could you stop an 

active shooter?

nRealistic simulator 

used for police and 

military training now 

available to public

By Tim Jagielo

tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795

 Clarkston — You’ve been dis-

patched to an active shooter situation 

at a school where children are run-

ning and screaming and everything 

is in chaos. 

 As you approach a hallway, 

a dozen middle school students 

round the corner in front of you in 

a confused frenzy to escape.

See SHOOTER on 8A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES 

TIM JAGIELO

Bailey Nester, Accurate 

Range manager, formerly of 

Holly Township, runs the range 

and operates the high-tech shooting 

simulator. These simulations take 

training beyond regular target shooting 

and add elements of movement and 

quick decision-making. 

By Sharon Stone

 A felony case involving 

Elena Danishevskaya, a 

former Holly police chief, 

was bound over to Van Bu-

ren County Circuit Court 

for a jury trial.

 Danishevskaya was 

See TRIAL on 7
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VOL. 25 NO. XXXIII

Midweek $1.00

‘‘I a
m a registered 

voter and I didn’t vote this 

time because I 

couldn’t figure 

out which candi-

date was telling 

the best lie.” ‘‘The DDA is funded by tax money 

captured by the county. If you dissolve 

your DDA, your municipal-

ity loses out on a source of 

funding. That money goes 

back to the county and is 

given to DDA programs in 

other municipalities. A little 

education goes a long way.”

‘‘Finally, proof that 

Osama Bin Laden is dead. 

He registered to vote in 

Chicago as a Democrat.”

TEXT 

YOUR 

HOT LINE

810-77
1-TEXT

COMMENT 

OF THE WEEK

FANG officer crashes state-

owned vehicle after night 

of drinking at headquarters

By Vera Hogan

 A police officer assigned to the Flint 

Area Narcotics Group (FANG) was alleg-

edly drinking alcohol before he got into 

a crash in Durand on May 15, according 

to wjrt.com. 

 FANG is a multi-jurisdictional drug team 

that investigates drug and criminal activity in 

Genesee County. FANG is comprised of officers 

from a number of law enforcement agencies.

 The accident led to the reorganization 

of the drug team, which includes Michigan 

State Police (MSP) and officers from other 

law enforcement agencies.

 The accident report shows Michael Schuy-

ler, 33, was driving a state-owned Dodge van 

when it rear-ended a parked car that night 

in May. 

 According to wjrt.com, the report says 

alcohol was a contributing factor in the 

crash, but Schuyler has not been charged.

 Michigan State Police says officers with 

the group, including Schuyler, were allegedly 

See CRASHES on 2

nBody recovered Saturday 

from Lake Shannon 

By Sharon Stone

 Members of the Livingston Coun-

ty Dive Team recovered the body 

of 30-year-old Paulina Krystyna 

Turowska from Lake Shannon.

 The Wixom woman was located 

in the Deerfield Township lake at 

approximately 3 p.m., Saturday, 

Aug. 11, according to the Liv-

ingston County Sheriff’s Office.

Fire chief suspended  

without pay until October

nVolz said he’s 

‘absolutely’ been 

falsely accused

By Hannah Ball

 Fenton Twp. — After rough-

ly nine hours in closed session, 

the Fenton Township Board of 

Trustees unanimously voted to 

suspend Fire Chief Ryan Volz 

without pay until Oct. 1, after 

allegations of failing to stop the 

sexual harassment of a female 

firefighter. 

 He is also accused of partici-

pating in a “pervasive” culture of 

sexual harassment, according to 

an ongoing lawsuit.

 Treasurer John Tucker an-

nounced that the terms of the 

suspension are as follows:

• Volz must forfeit 35 days of 

See SUSPENDED on 8

Fenton Township 

Fire Chief Ryan 

Volz (center)

listens to Treasurer 

John Tucker read 

the terms of his 

suspension. Volz, 

and the township, 

are dealing with a 

sexual harassment 

lawsuit. 

Photo: Hannah Ball

Former Holly police 

chief’s case bound 

over for trial

On Sunday, Aug. 12, Kelly Miller Circus performers suspend themselves before the crowd at the 2 p.m. show in Holly Township. 

The 2018 circus season uses only human performers for the shows that drew nearly 700 spectators this past weekend. See 

story on Page 6.  Photo: Tim Jagielo - media editor

‘Americana at its finest’

Woman’s drowning appears accidental

Paulina

Turowska

Elena 

Danishevskaya

 The original 911 call came in at about 

4:45p.m., Friday, Aug. 10 at which 

time witnesses reported Turowska 

failed to return to the surface after 

jumping into the water from a pon-

toon boat, near “Lobster Island.”

 Rescue divers began their 

search in the evening hours of 

Friday and continued with their 

recovery efforts at 7 a.m. on Sat-

urday. Her body was recovered 

seven hours later.

See ACCIDENTAL on 10
nCharged with 25 felonies involving 

fraudulent auto inspections

PAGE 3

CHICKENS, MOTHER-IN-LAW 

FLATS AND TINY HOMES 

PART OF NEW FENTON 

TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN 

‘‘H
ow many more school 

shootings will we need to ex-

perience before we 

start addressing this 

as a social issue, 

and not a random 

collection of isolated 

incidents? It’s about 

parenting, the internet, video 

games and culture.”

Weekend 
SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 2018
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$1.00

‘‘Am I standing alone 

when I look around 

Fenton and wonder 

how I personally gained 

anything over the years of 

construction to become 

a ‘cool city?’ Let’s stop 

all new construction and 

take a breath. Maybe new 

leadership would help?”

‘‘The problem with taking all your 

photos on your phone is that you 

never print them, and you 

always lose your phone. 

All you millenials will 

never have a photograph-

ic history of what you and 

your family looked like 

through the stages of life. You don’t 

care now, but you’ll care someday.”

TEXT 

YOUR 

HOT LINE

810-77
1-TEXT

COMMENT 

OF THE WEEK

Horizon B
uilding

still on 
track

for summer occupancy

PAGE 20A
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Sawyer Jewelers — 

a gem in its community

nCharitable efforts within 

their hometown recognized 

with $20,000 award

By Sharon Stone

sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786

 Fenton — A special evening at Sawyer 

Jewelers in downtown Fenton included tears 

of joy, tears of gratitude and a celebration of 

community. 

 Ten businesses across the United States 

were selected to receive Synchrony Financial’s 

“Working Forward Small Business Award,” 

and Sawyer Jewelers in Fenton was one of 

those 10 winners.
See SAWYER on 12A

By Vera Hogan

vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

 The Thursday, Feb. 15 interview with Franz and 

Nikki Brueger by Chris Hansen of Crime Watch Daily 

will be broadcast on Tuesday, March 6 at 4 p.m. 

See CRIME WATCH DAILY on 15A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

Crime Watch Daily to 

feature Ally Brueger murder 

Program will air at 4 p.m. on Tuesday, March 6 

Jason Slater

Dan Allen

By Sharon Stone

sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786

 In 2018, there have been eight school 

shooting incidents in the U.S., resulting in 

a total of 21 deaths and 40 injured victims, 

according to various national news reports. 

 Seventeen of those deaths occurred on 

Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14, when a 19-year-old 

former student, who had been expelled, began 

shooting students and staff members with a 

semi-automatic rifle at Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida.

 The massacre remains under investiga-

tion and details regarding police response 

and reported calls to the FBI and local law 

enforcement regarding the shooter’s mental 

stability prior to Feb. 14 are being scrutinized.

See POLICE CHIEFS on 7A

Police chiefs not in favor of arming teachers

PAGE 14A

FENTON HOLDS 

SPECIAL 

GRADUATION

FOR TEEN 

BATTLING CANCER

‘‘N
early every media outlet, 

whether TV, newspaper, radio or 

digital, is guilty of promoting terror-

ism by making the idiot shooters 

famous. Just look at the smirk on 

the face of the latest monster.”

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | HANNAH BALL

Mary Ann Beltinck, owner of Sawyer Jewelers with her hus-

band, Chip (not pictured), speaks about their love of the 

Fenton community during a special event at their Fenton 

store on Thursday, March 1. Sawyer Jewelers won $20,000 

from Synchrony Financial for an essay employees submitted 

regarding the Beltincks’ charitable efforts.

‘‘As a city of Fenton voter 
who voted ‘yes’ on Proposal 1 

(marijuana), I am up-
set that the city opted 
out. This proposal 
passed by a good 
margin within the city. 
I don’t understand 

how council feels they have a 
right to overturn the will of the 
people.”

‘‘You totaled three 
cars in roundabouts? 

Please, for 
the sake of 
humanity, 
stop driving 
anywhere, 
ever. You are a 

danger to my family and 
society.”

‘‘Why would you wait 
until the day of the elec-

tion to register 
to vote? If you 
do so, I really 
don’t think you 
should be vot-
ing. Clearly, you 

haven’t put any thought 
into it.”

‘‘Journalism is dead. Just 
reporting where, when, what, 
why and how and leaving 
the editorials in the editorial 
columns — except for the Tri-
County Times. Thank you for 
assuming your readers have 
intelligence.”

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEKTEXT 

YOUR 
HOT LINE

810-771-TEXT

2018
YEAR IN
REVIEW

By Times Editorial Staff

At the end of every year, the Tri-
County Times summarizes the 
biggest news events it covered in 
the tri-county area. From deaths of 
local residents featured on the front 

page, criminal court cases involving local 
residents, new businesses coming to our towns, laws 

affecting our readers, features on interesting residents, 
among other things, the Times has compiled updated 
stories to remind our readers of all the important events 
that took place in 2018. See LifeStyles Section B

Weekend 
PAGE 8A

LOVE YOUR 

PET CONTEST 

WINNERS 

ANNOUNCED
SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 18, 2018

VOL. 25 NO. VII

2016 NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

$1.00

‘‘To Nancy Pelosi — calling 

the $1,000 bonuses that more 

than three million 

American workers re-

ceived over the past 

few weeks ‘crumbs’ 

did not sit well with 

me, my husband or 

any other workers I know. Not all 

of us married a rich man, Nancy, 

our husbands actually work.”

‘‘There is no reason on 

earth to degrade Fenton 

Township with 

an incredibly 

annoying and 

distracting 

billboard that 

has eight 

different advertising 

messages every minute. 

Just say NO!!!”

‘‘As long as the media 

continues to make celebri-

ties out of mass 

murderers, we will 

always have mass 

murders, because 

we give them 

what they crave – 

celebrity status. Our culture 

promotes it. Mass media is 

our worst enemy.”

‘‘This is the third generation of our 

children that have grown up watching 

TV and movies that glamorize people 

killing each other with guns in a bloody 

and detailed visual manner. Quit blam-

ing guns and start blaming TV and 

movie executives. Hollywood wants gun 

control for everyone but themselves.”

COMMENT 

OF THE WEEK

TEXT 

YOUR 

HOT LINE

810-77
1-TEXT

nHelping others and 

strong faith gets family 

through its grief

By Hannah Ball

hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

 Two years ago, on Friday, Feb. 19, 

a Fenton Township family of six went 

to sleep and never woke up. 

 It was during an area power outage, and 

the Quasarano family, Leonard (Len), 35, 

Heather, 39, and their children Luke, 11, 

Brenden, 9, Rachel, 7, and Grant, almost 2, 

were found in different areas of the home 

two days later on Sunday, Feb. 21. They 

died from carbon monoxide poisoning. 

See TRAGEDY on 15A

TIMES FILE PHOTO

The funeral for the Quasarano 

family was held on Saturday, 

Feb. 27, 2016 at Central 

Church of the Nazarene in 

Flint. Parked outside the 

church were five hearses — 

for parents Len and Heather, 

and their four children.  

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Franz and Nikki Brueger of Rose Township sat through two interviews with Crime Watch Daily journalist Chris Hansen at the Holly 

VFW Hall on Thursday, Feb. 15. The Bruegers were interviewed for a future installment of the show about the unsolved murder of their 

daughter Ally in July 2016. “A year and a half has gone and we still don’t know why, or who is responsible for this,” said Nikki. “We have 

no closure.” She hopes the interview can help crack the case open and provide new leads. The exact date and time of this broadcast 

will be  published in an upcoming edition of the Times.

Genesee County Road 

Commission head resigns

nSome claim Daly was 

pressured into leaving

By Vera Hogan

vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-629-6823

 John Daly, who has served as the manager-

director of the Genesee County Road Commission 

for the past 18 years, is out of a job this week.

See RESIGNS on 18A

nSoutheast Michigan 

has highest number of 

confirmed cases in country

By Hannah Ball

hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

 Michigan is facing a deadly 

outbreak of hepatitis A, a high-

ly contagious liver disease. 

 As of Feb. 6, there have 

been 736 confirmed cases, 

596 hospitalizations and 

24 deaths, according to the 

Michigan Department of 

Health and Human Services.

See HEPATITIS A on 16A

Active shooter 

— could it 

happen here?

nNew law requires 

schools to hold regular 

emergency drills

By Vera Hogan

vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

 It’s every parent’s worst 

nightmare — the possibility of 

an active shooter at their child’s 

school. Every time another one 

is reported on the news, hearts 

sink all over the country. 

 Everyone thought the Col-

umbine High School mas-

sacre on April 20, 1999 was

See SHOOTER on 7A

Quasarano tragedy — two years later

•  Pain in the right side 

 of the abdomen

•  Fever

•  Jaundice

•  Digestive disorders

•  Dark urine

•  Feeling weak

•  Nausea and vomiting

HEPATITIS   A   SYMPTOMS

Hepatitis A 

outbreak in Michigan
TIMES FILE PHOTO 

Michigan State Police held 

active shooter training in 

February 2016, at AGS Mid-

dle School in Fenton. 

Crime Watch Daily to give 

national spotlight to Brueger murder

PAGE 15B

BLUE DEVILS 
MOVE TO 

4-1, DEFEAT 
BEECHER
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Fenton Township 
man facing five 
felonies
nCharges related to 
reported road rage incident 
Dec. 19 in Oakland County
By Sharon Stone
 A reported road 
rage  s i tua t ion 
Wednesday, Dec. 
19 resulted in a 
46-year-old Fen-
ton Township man 
being arraigned 
Dec. 21 in Oakland 
County 47th Dis-
trict Court. Bruce Holder was charged on 
five felony counts including discharging 
a firearm from a motor vehicle, felony 
firearm and carrying a concealed weapon.
 Michigan State Police Metro North 
troopers were alerted to a possible road 
rage incident at 11:15 a.m., Wednesday. 
Lt. Calvin Hart said two male drivers 
were traveling in the southbound lanes 
of I-275 in Novi, Oakland County when 
the encounter occurred.
 Police said the suspect, Holder, alleg-
edly pointed a gun at another vehicle and 
fired one shot at it, but missed. The victim 
had a cell phone video of the suspect and 
suspect’s vehicle. The license plate was 
registered to Holder.

See FELONIES on 5A

Bruce Holder

nTwo-story building coming 
to downtown Linden
By Hannah Ball
 Builders for the two-story, mixed-use building 
at the old Union Block site in downtown Linden 
are expected to break ground in March 2019. 
 The development, owned by Nicole Wax of Dr. 
Wax Orthodontics, is a 14,833-square-foot build-
ing. It will house two yet to be identified tenants 
on the first floor, and Dr. Wax Orthodontics and 
another tenant on the second floor. 
 According to Linden Planning Commission 
meeting minutes from November, the final site plan 
was approved in May, and amendments were ap-
proved in November. These amendments included 
tying the sidewalk into the ramp, along with con-
struction breaking ground in March and working 
with the Department of Environmental Quality 

See UNION BLOCK on 6A

Union Block site set for March 2019 groundbreaking

By Vera Hogan 
 It must be unimaginable, the fear a person 
goes through when they realize that a loved one 
has truly gone missing — that moment after all 
other possibilities have been ruled out and law 
enforcement is now involved.  
 According to the Michigan State Police (MSP), 
there are nearly 4,000 missing persons in the 
state as of this month (December 2018). Locally, 
there are 105 missing from Genesee County, nine Randa Jawhari

Dr. Nicole Wax is owner of the Union Block property in Linden. A 
14,000-square-foot multi-use building is in the works. Times file photo

Disappearances, abductions and murder — it can, and does, happen locally
from Livingston County and 181 from Oakland 
County. Some of these could include voluntary 
disappearances, parental abductions or have other 
logical explanations. But many of them have no 
explanation whatsoever and that’s what scares 
people the most.
 It seems like every day a young woman goes 
missing. It’s reported on the TV news or on social 
media, and a few days or weeks later, her remains

See MURDER on 6A
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Rich contemporary style square 
counter height table 
with 4 chairs. 

(810) 629-5081
1030 Silver Lake Rd.  

Fenton

HOURS:
Mon. & Fri. 9 til 8:30
Tues. - Thurs. 9 til 6

Sat. 9 til 5:30
Sun. 12 til 4DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Furniture Inc.

Sale
Year End

Clearance

Open Monday 
New Year’s Eve 9 til 4
Closed New Year’s Day

$599
SLEEPER SOFA

FULL
SIZE

$249FROM

RECLINER

CLEARANCE CENTER

Corsicana - Dawn Star

Take With

TWIN 2 pc set ........................
$199set

FULL 2 pc set ...........................
$269set

QUEEN 2 pc set .................
$299set

3-PC Sectional w/Corner Chaise
Contemporary style adds excitement to any decor

(not exactly as pictured)

• Extra deep T-Cusion design and comfort
• Reversible seat cusions and attached 

bordered backs
• Rich, soft chenille fabric

Compare 
at $699.95

ROCKER 
RECLINER

$49995

Compare at $1099.95 • Brown & Black colors

ROCKER 
RECLINER

LEATHER

Compare at $599.95

$279

ROCKER 
RECLINER

Sofas • Bedrooms • Mattresses • Recliners 
SALE

Compared at $749.95

5 PC. Dining Set

5 PC. Dining Set

$469

$499
Made with birch 
veneers and hand-
wood solids with a 
warm brown finish $1,099

Sofa
Loveseat

$699
$649

$69995

SOFA 
& LOVESEAT$29995

LOVE SEAT

$599FROM

RECLINING SOFA

CLEARANCE CENTER

$35999

POWER 
RECLINER

$399
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nFire attack survivor 
appreciates her ‘new’ home 
and the community support
By Tim Jagielo
 Holly — Rebecca Garnett’s home has 
been transformed from the scene of a 
brutal fire attack nearly one year ago, into 
what she now describes as her “beautiful 
little kingdom.”
 The scars from the attack, which 
included damaged walls and burned 
floors, dresser and mattress, have been 
replaced because of the generosity of 
the community. Her legs, however, still 
bear scars from the fire and subsequent 
skin grafts. She has several skin grafts 
on her legs and attended physical 
therapy.
 On Monday, Feb. 5, her husband, 
David Garnett, doused her with gasoline 
and lit her on fire following an argument 
about her cat and the litter box. He was 
sentenced May 29 to a maximum of 50 
years in prison for the first-degree arson 
and assault with intent to murder.
 Rebecca, 57, escaped by falling out of 
a broken window and asking a neighbor 
to call the police.
 Despite the violent and potentially 
deadly incident that happened there, she 
has no issue staying in the trailer where 
the attack occurred. 
 The transformation of her home hap-
pened while she was recovering from the 
attack, and then while at work. Friends 
and acquaintances donated their time 
making the home livable through pitch 
parties, de-cluttering and then removing 
the “scars” of the fire through new floor-
ing, wall paneling and repairs. 
 The large window she escaped though 
was replaced as well, and at a discount 
when the sales rep was told why there 
was blood on the frame and glass. She 
also received a new, safer electrical panel.
 Much of the building materials and 

Living with the scars

improvements were funded by a $2,800 
GoFundMe campaign established by 
Rebecca’s friend, Debbie Garant. 
 Rebecca wanted people to know how 
far their gifts went, and that she appreci-
ated them. She has a new dresser, donated 
by Skaff Furniture store in Flint, and a 
new bed from Winglemire furniture store 
in Holly. She has new kitchen table, chairs 
and throw rugs. 
 W h i l e  s h e 
doesn’t hear from 
her husband, she 
hears from his 
son frequently. He 
came and visited 
recently. “He just 
thinks it’s hor-
rible,” she said of 
his father’s actions. 
 Although he is a 
convicted abuser, 

‘‘ I think it’s a positive 
thing for me to be able to 
talk about it. I do realize it 

could have been a whole lot 
worse than it was … I’m still 
going to have scars for the 

rest of my life.’’Rebecca Garnett
Domestic abuse survivor

Rebecca Garnett of Holly sits in a new recliner donated by Skaff Furniture in Flint. It’s 
beside the first Christmas tree she has set up in 14 years. Garnett is recovering from 
extensive burns caused by her husband, David, who is now in prison. Photo by Tim Jagielo

she said she was still sad on her first 
Christmas without David. “It’s something 
I’m going to have to get used to,” she said. 
When David is up for parole in about 10 
years, she said she won’t vouch for him.
 Goals for 2019 include simply being 
better at keeping up her home. “Now that 
I have a beautiful little kingdom, I need 
to keep it up,” she said. 

 She returned 
to work and re-
ceived her award 
for working 20 
years at her em-
ployer, the Lah-
ser Pre-Vocation 
Center in Troy. 
She works with 
adults with spe-
cial needs.
See SURVIVOR 

on 8A

Rare disease 
striking young 
children
nMichigan has four cases 
of a polio-like disease, which 
has no known cause or cure
By Tim Jagielo
 A mysterious and incurable disease 
called Acute Flaccid Myelitis (AFM) has 
afflicted four Michigan children in 2018. 
 Two were confirmed just last week 
and another five are under investigation.
 AFM has been monitored closely 
by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) since 2014. 
This year, the CDC confirmed 182 
cases in 39 states.
 Symptoms of AFM include various 
kinds of muscular weakness or lack of 
muscular control. The disease tends to 
afflict children. According to the CDC, 
90 percent of the cases are children.

See DISEASE on 6A

Symptoms of AFM
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Sudden arm or leg 
weakness

Difficulty with 
swallowing or  
slurred speech

Facial droop or 
weakness

Difficulty moving the 
eyes or drooping 
eyelids

Linden
MARKET PLACE

Located on corner of Linden and Reid Rd.
6514 S. Linden Rd., Swartz Creek, MI 48473

810-655-4705
Mon-Thurs: 9am-10pm

Fri-Sat: 9am-11pm
Sun 9am-10pm 

GROCERIES • PRODUCE • DELI 
FRESH MEAT • LIQUOR • BEER & WINE Linden Market Place 

Must present coupon. 
Expires 1/31/19.

Linden Market Place 
Must present coupon. 

Expires 1/31/19.

WE CATER 
ALL EVENTS!

HAPPY NEW YEAR SPECIALS

$499/lb.
With $10 
Purchase

$398/lb.
Cut FREE

Whole New York StripsWhole Bone-in Prime Rib

Broasted 
Wing Dings

Linden Market Place 
Must present coupon. Expires 1/31/19.

$799
3 Toppings

BUY 1, GET 1 FREE
Medium Pizza

Linden Market Place 
Must present coupon. Expires 1/31/19

Linden Market Place 
Must present coupon. Expires 1/31/19.

BUY ONE 3 FT SUB 
Get 1 ft FREE

$3299

Porterhouse Family Pack

$699/lb.

Linden Market Place 
Must present coupon. 

Expires 1/31/19.

$2299
25 ct.

Party Tray

MEAT BUNDLES

AVAILABLE

TRI-COUNTY TIMES EXCLUSIVE
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Providing Quality Products & Service You Can Trust  
810-629-4946 • 409 E. Caroline • Fenton • www.davelambheating.com

• Sales & Service 
Installation 

• Servicing all 
makes & models 

• Heat pumps 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE!

ENERGY 
BILL

HIGH ENERGY BILLS?
We can help reduce your 

monthly energy bill
• Boilers 
• Furnaces 
• Furnace filters 
• Natural gas 

conversions

street talkWhat was the highlight of your 2018? 
Compiled by Gracie Warda, intern 

“I got engaged. I get married 
in September of next year.” 

Tammy Barton
Mundy Township

“The birth of my granddaugh-
ter. She was born in late 
March.” 

Steve Peltier
Fenton Township

“There were so many nice 
things in 2018. We came to 
America to visit our family.” 

Shirley Chard
England

“Having my family visit from 
New Hampshire.” 

Jen Macklin
Fenton Township

“I’ve grown closer to God this 
year.” 

Makayla Sharlow
New Hampshire

T his is the time when people start to 
ask — “Should I make any resolu-
tions for the New Year?”
 It’s a ridiculous question. 
Of COURSE you should make 

resolutions. You’re a hot mess. Based 
on how often you annoy me with your 
behavior, you need to make lots and 
lots of resolutions, and the sooner the 
better. What the heck are you waiting 
for?
 The problem, of course, is human 
beings are terrible at recognizing their 
own shortcomings, which is why each 

year I helpfully 
put together a 
starter list of 
resolutions for 
you to make. 
(No need to 
thank me. But 
you can if you 
want.)
 If you 
recognize 
yourself on 
this list, please 

resolve to stop this behavior immediately. 
If you don’t recognize yourself, don’t 
think you’re not an annoyance to 
mankind. You are. We all are, except for 
me. It’s just that I ran out of space before 
getting to your particular bad behavior. 
So please do a little self-examination to 
identify — then change — your worst 
tendencies, OK? Great. Thanks.
 For 2019, you should resolve to:
  • Stop double-pronouncing letters 
in words. I think generational 
differences are overstated but I’ve 
only ever heard millennials say 
things like “supermark-ket” like it’s 
two separate words. Stop it. It’s not 
supermark-ket. It’s supermarket. 
One k. It’s not bing-go. It’s just 
bingo. One g. You’re not bring-ging 
something to the party. You’re just 
bringing it. See what I mean? Good. 
Now knock it off.
  • Stop ending sentences with a 
rising tone. Younger millennials, in 
particular, do this. I wish this were 
an audio column so I could show you. 
But it’s not so if you haven’t noticed 
this before, I assure you, you will now. 

Sorry about that.
  • Stop buying enormous pickup 
trucks and SUVs if you are not 
capable of politely driving and parking 
enormous pickup trucks and SUVs. 
Because your vehicle is twice the 
size of mine doesn’t mean you get 
to use half of my lane or take up two 
parking spots, OK? If you can’t keep 
your aircraft carrier in your allotted 
lane or space then you shouldn’t be 
allowed to own one.  
  • Stop ceaselessly ting-ting-tinging 
your spoon around the inside of your 
coffee mug like you’re performing the 
triangle part for 
the New York 
Philharmonic. 
One quick 
swirl is all it 
takes to blend 
your cream and 
sugar into the 
coffee. Do that 
and move on.
  • Stop voting 
for third party 
candidates 
and politicians 
who promise to run government like 
it’s a business. It’s not. And third party 
candidates are third-party candidates for 
a reason. You’re not “protesting” against 
the major party candidates when you vote 
for the women running from the Banana 
Slug Party. You’re voting for someone 
who believes in … banana slugs. That’s 
it. That’s all.
  • While I’m on the subject and this 
is Michigan, please stop believing that 
fairies fix the roads. Fixing and building 
roads costs money. And that money 
doesn’t come from a pot at the end of the 
rainbow. It comes from you. If you want 
better roads, you’re going to have to pay 
for them. This is not a difficult concept.
  • Stop acting all smug and superior 
like you, and you alone, know 
everything and everyone else is a 
blithering idiot bent on inconveniencing 
or annoying you.
 Man, don’t you hate when people do 
that?  
Opinions offered in Come Heller High Water are the author’s alone and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tri-County Times or its staff. Email 
the Andrew at andrewheller@tctimes.com.

Andrew Heller
FEATURED COLUMNIST

Andrew Heller andrewheller@tctimes.com

Come Heller high water...

‘‘ Fixing 
and building 
roads costs 
money. And 
that money 
doesn’t come 
from a pot at 
the end of the 
rainbow.’’

IF YOU’RE SO concerned about the 
Democrats not doing anything about 
automotive insurance, maybe the Repub-
licans should have addressed the subject 
during their eight years in control. Why 
are you complaining about someone who 
isn’t even in office yet?



ACCUSED DOCTOR’S NEW job was ur-
gent priority in state government, records 
show. Dr. Eden Wells was hired to a new, 
protected state government job that will 
pay her $179,000 annually just weeks 
after a civil service official pledged to ‘do 
what we can on our end’ to find a new 
position for her.



MICHIGAN WOULD SHIFT income tax 
revenue away from the School Aid Fund 
toward road repairs and environmental 
cleanups under legislation approved by 
the Senate on Thursday.



SNYDER SHOULD VETO the pet-shop 
bill. In the closing days of the 2018 
legislative session, Michigan lawmakers 
passed a dangerous bill (H.B. 5917) to 
strip local governments of their authority 
to ban the sale of cruelly bred dogs in 
their pet stores.



I SURE WISH boomers hadn’t destroyed 
Flint. Old photos of the city look really 
nice.



OCASIO-CORTEZ IS a ‘typical millennial’ 
and lazy? That is pretty funny coming 

from someone whose generation 
destroyed the country. Pretty sad.



THERE IS NOT a single person 
over the age of 60 who knows what 
socialism is but they sure love whin-
ing about it. Sorry you’re such a rube. 
Teenagers are smarter than you. Sad.



MAN, I’VE HAD a great time riling up 
all you boomers. Thank you for prov-
ing that you are the true ‘snowflakes.’ 



BEFORE YOU LAUGH at children 
who believe in Santa Claus, remem-
ber that there are adults that still 
believe that Reagan was a good 
president.



THE BILL EMPOWERING the Leg-
islature to intervene in lawsuits was 
criticized as an attempt to undercut 
Dana Nessel, who will be the state’s 
first Democratic attorney general in 
16 years. Nessel has said she may 
not defend state laws she believes 
are unconstitutional.



I UNDERSTAND THE purpose of a 
roundabout is to keep traffic mov-
ing. So what happens when the light 
at Poplar and North Road is red? 
Wouldn’t the traffic still back up?



IT DOES NOT matter who donated 
money to what cause; Republicans 
enact laws and policy that primarily 
benefit the rich. Very few of their poli-
cies ever benefit the poor or middle 
class. As far as disruptive, that is a 
matter of opinion, isn’t it?



THERE ARE ONLY two stores on 
North LeRoy that have Christmas 
decorations at the north end of town. 
Let’s get more next year. You both 
look good.

All submissions, if approved for publication, must be 50 words 
or less and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tri-County 
Times. We reserve the right to edit for clarity, length and liability.

Submit Hot lines online at myfenton.com 
or text to 810-771-8398
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NAMI support groups and 
classes
NAMI is a non-profit support, 
education and advocacy 
organization serving persons 
with mental disorders and their 
relatives and friends. Meetings 
are in a new location — 2346 
Stonebridge Dr., Building H, Flint. 
Support meetings are 7 p.m. on 
the second and fourth Tuesdays 
of each month. Registration is 
open for NAMI Basics classes, for 
parents and caregivers of children 
with mental disorders and NAMI 
Family-to-Family classes, for 
family and friends of adults with 
mental disorders. Pre-registration 
is required for classes but not 
for support groups. There is no 
charge for NAMI meetings and 
classes. Call (810) 232-6498 for 
details.

NEWS

BRIEFS

COMPILED BY VERA HOGAN

LOOKING BACK 
at this week in

HISTORY
DEC. 30
1922: In post-revolutionary Russia, the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) 
is established, comprising a confedera-
tion of Russia, Belorussia, Ukraine, and 
the Transcaucasian Federation (divided in 
1936 into the Georgian, Azerbaijan, and 
Armenian republics). Also known as the 
Soviet Union, the new communist state 
was the successor to the Russian Empire 
and the first country in the world to be 
based on Marxist socialism.

DEC. 31
1999: The United States, in accordance 
with the Torrijos-Carter Treaties, officially 
hands over control of the Panama Canal, 
putting the strategic waterway into Pana-
manian hands for the first time. Crowds of 
Panamanians celebrated the transfer of 
the 50-mile canal, which links the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans and officially opened 
when the SS Arcon sailed through on Aug. 
15, 1914. Since then, over 922,000 ships 
have used the canal.

JAN. 1
45 B.C.: In 45 B.C., New Year’s Day is 
celebrated on Jan. 1 for the first time in 
history as the Julian calendar takes effect. 
Soon after becoming Roman dictator, 
Julius Caesar decided that the traditional 
Roman calendar was in dire need of re-
form. Introduced around the seventh cen-
tury B.C., the Roman calendar attempted 
to follow the lunar cycle but frequently fell 
out of phase with the seasons and had to 
be corrected. In addition, the pontifices, 
the Roman body charged with overseeing 
the calendar, often abused its authority by 
adding days to extend political terms or 
interfere with elections.

JAN. 2
1980: In a strong reaction to the Decem-
ber 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, 
President Jimmy Carter asks the Senate 
to postpone action on the SALT II nuclear 
weapons treaty and recalls the U.S. am-
bassador to Moscow. These actions sent 
a message that the age of detente and 
the friendlier diplomatic and economic 
relations that were established between 
the United States and Soviet Union dur-
ing President Richard Nixon’s adminis-
tration (1969-74) had ended.

JAN. 3
1990: Panama’s General Manuel Antonio 
Noriega, after holing up for 10 days at the 
Vatican embassy in Panama City, surren-
ders to U.S. military troops to face charges 
of drug trafficking. Noriega was flown to 
Miami the following day and crowds of 
citizens on the streets of Panama City 
rejoiced. On July 10, 1992, the former 
dictator was convicted of drug trafficking, 

money laundering and racketeering and 
sentenced to 40 years in prison.

JAN. 4
1999: For the first time since Char-
lemagne’s reign in the ninth century, Eu-
rope is united with a common currency 
when the “euro” debuts as a financial 
unit in corporate and investment mar-
kets. Eleven European Union (EU) na-
tions (Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, 
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands, Portugal and Spain), 
representing some 290 million people, 
launched the currency in the hopes of 
increasing European integration and 
economic growth. 

JAN. 5
1933: Construction begins on the 
Golden Gate Bridge, as workers began 
excavating 3.25 million cubic feet of dirt 
for the structure’s huge anchorages. 
Following the Gold Rush boom that 
began in 1849, speculators realized the 
land north of San Francisco Bay would 
increase in value in direct proportion to 
its accessibility to the city. Soon, a plan 
was hatched to build a bridge that would 
span the Golden Gate, a narrow, 400-
foot deep strait that serves as the mouth 
of the San Francisco Bay, connecting the 
San Francisco Peninsula with the south-
ern end of Marin County.

FELONIES 
Continued from Front Page 
 At approximately 4 p.m., Wednesday, 
Dec. 19, the Detroit Fugitive Apprehen-
sion Team arrived at Holder’s home and 
took him into custody without incident. 
He was transported to the Oakland County 
Jail pending authorization of charges by the 
Oakland County Prosecutor’s Office.
 Hart said, “During our investigation, 
detectives had also received information 
from Plymouth Township Police Depart-
ment that the suspect was the aggressor in 
another road rage incident in their city.”
 A cash bond of $100,000 was ordered. 
A preliminary exam is scheduled for Jan. 
2, 2019.

HOT LINE CONTINUED


KHRUSHCHEV BLOCKADED WEST 
Berlin in an attempt to force West out of 
Germany. Khrushchev capitulated. He put 
missiles in Cuba to threaten us. Khrush-
chev capitulated. Space race. How many 
times did Russian astronauts visit moon? 
Zero. Bay of Pigs, poor choice. Three of 
four to Kennedy; not bad.



I READ YOUR Hot line about the weight 
gain of your spouse. Well, my spouse 
used to be on me all the time about my 
weight, which I knew was too high. Well, 
cancer took away 50 pounds of me in a 
short time. Sure is a wake-up call. Not a 
nice way to lose it. Maybe go to counsel-
ing and hope for the best.



ACCORDING TO THE Insurance Insti-
tute for Highway Safety, roundabouts 
reduce injury crashes by 75 percent with 
a 90-percent reduction in fatalities and 
a 40-percent reduction in pedestrian ac-
cidents.



FOR THOSE WHO don’t understand how 
to use a roundabout, those entering a 
roundabout have the right-of-way. Those 
in the roundabout have the right-of-way. 
Those leaving the roundabout have the 
right-of-way.



Licensed & Insured  #2101141607

Dan McNeill
810-931-8644

15% OFF 
labor only

SPECIAL

Residential Remodel • New Construction
Roofing • Siding • Decks • Additions
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no cause is declared. 
 Confirmed cases are shared with media 
and the medical community. The MD-
HHS is following the lead of the CDC 
in fighting the disease.
 “I think it’s fair for parents to be con-
cerned,” Minicuci said. “I think it’s im-

portant for people to 
temper that with the 
fact that this is not 
a very wide-spread 
issue.” She said that 
it doesn’t seem to 
be transmitted be-
tween people. 
 The MDHHS 
is recommending 
standard preven-
tative care, which 
includes a healthy 
diet and exercise, 

staying current on standard vaccinations, 
keeping hands washed and avoiding the 
sick. “These are tried-and-true public health 
practices no matter what,” Minicuci said. 
 If someone is diagnosed with AFM, 
they are treated on a case-by-case basis. 
Physical therapy for lethargic muscles 
could be prescribed.
 For more information, go to cdc.gov/
acute-flaccid-myelitis.

MURDER
Continued from Front Page
are found. She was abducted and mur-
dered. It happens everywhere, and it 
happens too often.

Mollie Tibbetts killed by farm worker
 This summer, the country sadly 
watched the Mollie Tibbetts story un-
fold. Tibbetts, a 20-year-old psychol-
ogy student at the University of Iowa 
disappeared while 
jogging the eve-
ning of July 18 in 
Brooklyn, Iowa. 
Cristhian Rivera, 
24, an undocu-
mented immi-
grant from Mexi-
co who worked at 
Yarrabee Farms, 
told investigators 
that on July 18, he 
drove past a woman in workout clothes, 
jogging alone, several times.
 At first Rivera told authorities, he 
pursued the woman in his car. Then he 
got out and ran beside her. The woman 
was frightened, Rivera 
recalled. She pulled out 
her phone and told him, 
“I’m gonna call police.”
 What happened next, 
Rivera claims, is blocked 
from his memory, some-
thing he said happens 
when he gets upset or 
angry. The next thing he 
recalled, he told investiga-
tors, was being in his car 
and finding a headphone 
earpiece in his lap that did 
not belong to him. That 
prompted him to open 
his trunk, where he saw the woman 
in workout clothes, bleeding from the 
head and motionless.
 He pleaded not guilty to first-degree 
murder Sept. 19. He waived his right 
to have a trial within 90 days and his 
murder trial has been set for April 16, 
2019. 

Abducted in Michigan, found 
unharmed in Kentucky
 In October, a Michigan man was 
arrested in Kentucky after Kentucky 
State Police was tipped off that a 
missing Michigan girl might be in a 
semi-truck.
 Because she is 14, information on 
the girl is unavailable. 
 A trooper saw the truck traveling 
on I-75, south of London, Kentucky, 
and pulled the driver over. The girl 
was found inside the truck unharmed. 
She had been entered into the National 

According to the 
National Center 
for Missing and 

Exploited Children, 
101 Michigan 
residents are 

missing. The vast 
majority of them 
are teenagers, or 
were teenagers 
when they went 

missing. To see the 
complete list, go to 

missingkids.org.

Crime Information Center through 
Michigan as a missing person.
 The semi-truck driver, Robert 
Phillips, 57, of Jackson, Michigan, 
was charged with unlawful transac-
tion with a minor and possession of 
marijuana.

Abducted and dismembered
 More recently in Michigan, the 
dismembered remains of a woman 
found in the basement of a Grand 
Rapids man’s rental were identified as 
that of a missing Kalamazoo woman, 
30-year-old Ashley Young, who went 
missing Nov. 29. 
 Jared Chance, 29, was arrested Sun-
day, Dec. 2 and charged with her death.
 This is just a sampling of the disap-
pearances, abductions and murders 
that take place annually. It has not 
happened locally in many years, but 
it has happened here. 

Here at home
 The Urbin sisters of Tyrone Town-
ship thought they were safe when 
in September of 1991, they walked 

together on a lonely road. 
The sisters, who were 14 
and 16, were raped and 
murdered by serial killer 
Leslie Allen Williams. 
 Murder came to town 
again a few years later. 
The badly decomposed 
remains of Christine 
O’Brien, 24, were found 
in 1996, eight months 
after her disappearance, 
under the roof of a col-
lapsed duck blind at 
the south end of Ben-
nett Lake in Deerfield 

Township.
 O’Brien was last seen the evening 
of July 18, 1995. She planned to meet 
someone who was building horse 
stables. That someone was her killer, 
Timothy Watkins.
 Missing since Feb. 11, 2009 is Ran-
da Jawhari of Fenton. She was 42 years 
old at the time of her disappearance. 
Ground searches, a police investiga-
tion, rewards, numerous pleas from 
her family, newspaper stories and TV 
coverage failed to produce any results. 
 Alexandra “Ally” Brueger, 32, had 
no reason to suspect she was not safe 
jogging along Fish Lake Road in quiet, 
rural Rose Township. It was a route 
she ran every day for 10 years. No 
reason until Saturday, July 25, 2016, 
the day someone shot her in the back 
four times, killing her.
 Brueger’s murderer is still at large.

DISEASE
Continued from Page 3A
 It attacks the grey matter area of the 
spinal column, which causes muscles 
and reflexes in the body to become weak. 
 While serious, no deaths have been 
confirmed from the disease. There is no 
known cause, cure 
or vaccination.
 The closest case 
has been in Oak-
land County. An-
gela Minicuci with 
the Michigan De-
partment of Health 
and Human Ser-
vices (MDHHS) 
said due to privacy 
laws, the exact city 
or township can’t 
be revealed, and 
that there is no further information on the 
five cases under investigation.
 She said for the CDC to declare a case 
of AFM, they must first rule out all other 
diseases with like symptoms.
 While it has been described as “polio-
like,” the disease isn’t caused by a known 
virus, though some cases seem to be 
associated with certain viruses like en-
terovirous/rhinovirus (EV/RV), though 

‘‘ I think it’s fair for 
parents to be concerned. 
I think it’s important for 

people to temper that with 
the fact that this is not a 

very wide-spread issue.’’Angela Minicuci
Michigan Department of Health and 

Human Services spokesperson  

UNION BLOCK
Continued from Front Page
(DEQ). The DEQ will install and pay 
for a vapor mitigation system due to past 
gasoline leak issues from a neighboring 
gas station. The maintenance for the sys-
tem, however, will be the responsibility 
of Wax.
 Along with the building, the commis-
sion approved a 23-space parking lot 
with access from North Bridge Street on 
the north side of the building. Additional 
improvements include a dumpster enclo-
sure, landscaping, sidewalk and utility 
improvements.

Tax abatement
 Wax was approved for a 12-year tax 
abatement through the Commercial De-
velopment Act and the city of Linden. The 
Commercial Redevelopment Act, Public 
Act 255 of 1978, encourages “the replace-
ment, restoration and new construction of 
commercial property by abating the prop-
erty taxes generated from new investment 
for a period of up to 12 years.”
 The primary purpose of the property 
must be a commercial business enterprise, 
including offices, engineering, research 
and development, warehousing parts dis-
tribution, retail sales, hotel or motel devel-
opment and other commercial facilities.

NEW PATIENT EXAM
CANNOT BE USED WITH INSURANCE

Must present coupon at time of exam. 
Not valid with other offers. Expires: 1/31/19

$25 OFF
ONE COMPLETE 

PAIR OF GLASSES
CANNOT BE USED WITH INSURANCE

Must present coupon at time of exam. 
Not valid with other offers. Expires: 1/31/19

20% OFF

212 W. Silver Lake Rd. Fenton
810-629-3070

www.fentonvision.com

Established 1976

• Emergency Eye Care 
(Pink Eye, Foreign  
Body Removal, etc)

• Comprehensive  
Routine Eye Care

• Medical Eye Exams

• Weekend and 
Evening Hours

Dr. Cynthia L. Cupal, 
O.D., F.A.A.O., Diplomate, 

American Board of 
Optometry

Dr. Juan Alvarado, 
O.D., Diplomate, 

American Board of 
Optometry

Mollie Tibbetts

BABY BOOMERS DIDN’T destroy the 
planet; the Industrial Revolution did. For 
millennials who don’t know what that is, 
Google it.



I THOUGHT DEMOCRATS were Ameri-
cans. Based on the fact that Democrats 
had no trouble paying $2 billion a month 

Sources: washingtonpost.com, milive.com, api.missingkids.org

HOT LINE CONTINUED for Vietnam but won't pay $5 billion to 
protect America, I have my doubts.



WHO PAID FOR your college education? 
A  baby boomer. If you took out loans to 
get a college degree, is a  baby boomer 
now making the payments for you be-
cause you are unable to? More than likely, 
the answer is yes.



myfenton.com Sunday, December 30, 2018  7AWEEKEND TIMES

You’re invited to a 
Free Dinner

Exclusively for Neuropathy and Nerve Pain Sufferers
Preceding your free dinner, Dr. Katrina Nicholson will be speaking on the latest 

FDA Cleared Neuropathy treatment program found to relieve pain where others have failed.

Seminar Dinner will be held at:
Aubree’s Pizzeria & Grill

11501 S. Saginaw St. • Grand Blanc
Wednesday,  January 16th 

7:00pm

Reservation Required
Please RSVP to

810.771.7624
Feel free to bring a guest. Seating is limited to ONLY 30 spots. 

Adults only. Dr. Katrina Nicholson, BS, DC, Presenter.

“If you suffer from pain due to Peripheral Neuropathy — tingling, 
numbness, or loss of feeling in your feet — I invite you to call our 
office and reserve a spot for our FREE dinner seminar to learn more 
about the latest treatment available. More than 20 million Americans 
suffer from Peripheral Neuropathy, a condition caused by damage to 
the nerves. This pain affects everything you do, from work, play, and 
ultimately your quality of life. I am here to tell you that there is hope. 
You can reduce or get rid of your pain and get your life back. At our 
offices, we offer advanced customized treatment programs and our goal 
is to help you have a better quality of life.”

— Dr. Katrina Nicholson 

FREE ADMISSION & FREE MEAL
* NEW PATIENTS ONLY *

You’ll discover how Dr. Nicholson’s unique treatment 
program is designed to decrease pain, improve function 
and relieve the following symptoms:
v Numbness
v Leg cramping
v Sharp electrical-like pain
v Difficulty sleeping from leg & foot discomfort
v Prickling or tingling of the feet or hands
v Burning pain
v Pain when you walk
v Back or Neck Pain
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Pat Lockwood appointed to federal 
advocacy committee
Pat Lockwood, Fenton mayor pro-tem, 
was appointed to the National League 
of Cities (NLC) 2019 Community 
and Economic Development (CED) 

federal advocacy 
committee. 
This committee 
has the lead 
responsibility for 
developing NLC’s 
federal policy 
positions on issues 
involving housing, 
community 
and economic 
development, 

land use, recreation and parks, 
historic preservation and international 
competitiveness. “I am honored 
to be appointed to this National 
committee to help draft federal 
policy that represents the needs of 
local government.” As a committee 
member, Lockwood will play a key role 
in shaping NLC’s policy positions and 
advocate on behalf of America’s cities 
and towns before Congress, with the 
administration and at home. 

Pat Lockwood

NEWS

BRIEFS

SURVIVOR
Continued from Page 3A
 Emotionally she’s doing OK. “I have 
good days and bad days,” she said, adding 
that it’s hard to get into a new routine. 
“I got so depressed before the incident,” 
she said. She admits that she struggled to 
keep up her home on bad days. Physical 
pain, depression and fatigue make doing 
chores difficult. 
 She said the depression is getting better 
but she can’t afford a therapist. Instead, 
she prays a lot, and appreciates her good 
friends at work and the people in her 
community who took care of her.
 Physically she’s also getting better. She 
can wear slacks now, in time for winter, 
but her skin still isn’t used to the cold. She 
still has neuropathy and feels the “pins 
and needles” from her skin grafts. “It’s 
just going to take some time,” she said.
 For the sake of younger women, she’s 
open to talking about the subject to help 
others avoid such abuse. Men and women 
have both learned from her story. 
 While she mentors younger women 
when she can, a 90-year-old woman 
who heard her story became her pen pal 
for support through these difficult times.
 “I think it’s a positive thing for me to 
be able to talk about it,” she said. “I do 
realize it could have been a whole lot 
worse than it was … I’m still going to 
have scars for the rest of my life.”

Hartland Audubon Nature Club
Join us at Hartland Senior Center, 9525 
E. Highland Rd., Howell, Tuesday, 
Jan. 8, 2019 at 7:15 p.m. The free 
meeting will feature “Best Pictures” by 
local photographer Charles Harris.  For 
details, call John at (517) 548-2610 or 
visit hartlandaudubon.weebly.com.

CALENDAR OF

EVENTS

THE FAREWELL SPEECHES from 
state legislators who are leaving office 
— either through a lost election, term 
limits or moving to another job in the 
Legislature — also can be long, tearful, 
defiant and sometimes bizarre, such as 
when Sen. Patrick Colbeck (R-Canton) 
compared himself to Mother Teresa.



CONSERVATIVES IN THE Michigan 
House and Senate voted to usurp the 
power of the attorney general by allow-
ing the House or Senate to intervene 
in any of the 40,000 or more cases the 
attorney general currently prosecutes 
or defends each year.



FOR ALMOST 200 years, the Office of 
Attorney General has faithfully repre-
sented state government, protected 
consumers and our environment, pros-
ecuted heinous criminals, and stood up 
for the rule of law and the most vulner-
able among us. It is thus an inherently 
conservative institution that protects 
justice and liberty — values true con-
servatives hold dear. That institution is 
bigger than any one person or any one 
particular elected attorney general.



GOV. SNYDER SAID that he would 
carefully review the lame-duck legisla-

tion sent to his desk before signing. But, 
he did exactly what the business commu-
nity wanted without concern for the hard 
working men and women who are toiling 
at the current $9.25 minimum wage.



THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY has 
already had its taxes cut, thereby increas-
ing its bottom line. It’s time to help the 
very people who help make it possible for 
the business community to exist by giving 
them a raise.



AN EASY ANSWER to why Snyder isn’t 
more celebrated is Flint. And certainly, the 
water contamination crisis there called 
into question the governor’s decision mak-
ing, as well as his empathy.



AT FIRST, I wanted to answer, by the num-
bers, the stupid criticisms of JFK but why 
bother? There will always be those who rely 
on the David Peckers and Sean Hannitys 
for half-truths, sound bites and innuendos to 
satisfy their warped curiosity.



MATTIS DOESN’T BELIEVE in betraying 
U.S. allies. That’s why the defense secre-
tary had to resign.



PARENTS, TEACH YOUR kids to put 
trash in its place. So much litter being 
tossed from cars, it really is unacceptable. 
Teach by example. This is the world they 

HOT LINE CONTINUED will inherit and unless everyone takes 
responsibility, it won’t get any better. 
No one is above bending over and 
picking up litter. Merry Christmas!



LAST WEEK’S STOCK market 
plunge is another sign that Trump’s 
recklessly emotional and senselessly 
chaotic approach to the job has a real 
impact. At the halfway mark of this 
terrible presidency, one has to wonder 
how much more the country can take.



IT SEEMS TO me that the reason 
health care is so expensive is an at-
titude problem. The patient’s attitude 
that it doesn’t matter what it costs as 
long as somebody else pays for it. The 
doctor’s attitude that it doesn’t matter 
what it costs as long as their butts are 
covered. And the parasite’s (lawyers) 
attitude that if something bad hap-
pens, someone should pay, even if it is 
not their fault.



NEXT TIME WE have a government 
shutdown, congressional salaries 
should be furloughed as well. It’s com-
pletely unacceptable that members of 
congress can force a government shut-
down on partisan lines and then have 
congressional salaries exempted from 
that decision. Have some integrity.



FREE ESTIMATES

INQUIRE ABOUT A 
LIFETIME ROOFING 

WARRANTY

LICENSED & INSURED

CALL LORNE
810-577-8591

SPECIALIZING IN

ROOFING & SIDING
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working as a physical and occupational 
therapy technician and functional neurol-
ogy chiropractic technician at the Insight 
Physical Therapy and Neuro-Rehab 
Center in Flint.
 She is also a research assistant between 
the physical therapy departments at U of 
M-Flint and U of M-Ann Arbor.
 Karczewski was accepted into the 
highly competitive program at U of M-
Flint to earn her doctorate in physical 
therapy. Afterward, she plans to earn 
her PhD. 
 “I want to do research and be a clinician, 
ultimately as a physical disability advocate 
in the public sector,” she said. “I want to re-
integrate patients into the community, and 
get the community ready to accommodate 
them. That’s my highest goal.”

nFenton woman earns 
University of Michigan-Flint’s 
highest award
By Sally Rummel
 Many young girls grow up having a 
career in mind based on what they see 
in their parents or from television shows 
and movies.
 But one Fenton woman, Hannah 
Karczewski, set her sights on her future 
because of painful experiences she coped 
with in her past.
 Karczewski graduated Dec. 16 with the 
Maize and Blue Distinguished Scholar 
Award from the University of Michigan-
Flint, where she earned her Bachelor of 
Science degree in Health Sciences. She 
was also selected as the December student 
commencement speaker.
 She has known she wanted to be a 
physical therapist since she was 15 years 
old. That was three years after her spinal 
fusion surgery at C.S. Mott Children’s 
Hospital, Ann Arbor, to treat scoliosis, a 
debilitating curvature of the spine. 
 From the age of 8 until her surgery at 
age 12, Karczewski wore a back brace and 
couldn’t breathe well because her spine 
intruded on her lungs. She became an avid 
swimmer, but couldn’t play or jump like 
other kids. “That’s when I really began to 
appreciate movement,” Karczewski said.
 Surgeons placed 16 3-inch screws and 
titanium rods to straighten and support 
her spine, resulting in many obstacles for 
a 12-year-old. 
 Karczewski had to lie on a hospital 
bed for six weeks at home, facing severe 
nerve pain and frequent muscle spasms. 
She became addicted to the opioids that 
treated the pain, and had to be weaned 
off the medication. “I remember feeling 
like I was cracking between my muscles 

and my skin,” she said, of her withdrawal 
symptoms.
 She was also very depressed, until her 
parents, Shawn and Cindy Karczewski, 
bought her a Pomeranian-mix puppy, 
which she still has today.
 Karczewski went to physical therapy 
for three years to strengthen her back, 
shoulders and neck and to control the 
pain. That’s when she knew she wanted 
to be a physical therapist.
 Now at 22, she has already had six 
years of PT experience, first at age 16 
shadowing Dr. Jamie Reed at the clinic 
now known as NovaCare in Fenton. 
The first patient she followed was an 
amputee. “That’s when I knew this was 
my calling,” said Karczewski, who was 
homeschooled. “I owe it all to my Nana 
(Marcia Spear of Fenton) and my mom, 
Cindy.”
 She also worked at U of M-Flint at PT 
Heart, the university’s free student-led 
physical therapy clinic. She is currently 

Painful past turns to rewarding career 

Hannah Karczewski (right), helps a 
patient with aquatherapy along with co-
worker Karen Reedy at Insight Physical 
Therapy and Neuro-Rehab Center in 
Flint. Photo submitted to the Times

Hannah Karczewski of Fenton was chosen as student speaker at the University of 
Michigan-Flint commencement Dec. 16. Photo submitted to the Times

Sponsored By: 

 

RSVP by email info@fentonchamber.com 
or call 810.629.5447 

Keynote Speakers: Senator Ken 
Horn and Christopher Douglas Ph.D.  

Associate Professor and Chair  
Department of Economics University  

of Michigan-Flint

Additional Guest Speakers Repre-
senting the City of Fenton, City 

of Linden, Fenton Township, 
Tyrone Township, and the  

Village of Holly have 
been invited to present 

their community  
information  

forecasting for 2019

RSVP
APPRECIATED

FREE
BREAKFAST

Building Business. Building Community.

Breakfast & Pictures with 
the Easter Bunny 
Bounce House & Activities 
Easter Egg Hunt and 
Golden Egg Surprise 
Bunny Fun Run and      
Participation Ribbon 

Fun Run 1st Place Prize 

Bunny Ears 

Canvas Bags 

Face Painting 

Dance Off 
Music 

Mark your Calendars for the  
Eggciting Easter Event         

in LInden 

Saturday March 25th  

8:30 am - 12:00pm 

  Hyatt Elementary 
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  Presenting Sponsor: 

 

$7.00 All Inclusive 
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Participation Ribbon 
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Dance Off 
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Eggciting Easter Event         

in LInden 

Saturday March 25th  

8:30 am - 12:00pm 

  Hyatt Elementary 

Thank You 
  Presenting Sponsor: 

 

$7.00 All Inclusive 

Forecast 
 Breakfast

L O C A L  &  S T A T E  U P D A T E S 

Annual

Wednesday, January 9, 2019
Fenton Community & Cultural Center

7:30 am - 9:00 am  • 150 S. LeRoy St. 



I DROVE TO Cleveland to check 
how banning 'Baby it's cold outside' 
was working. I spent an entire month 
there last weekend.



IF YOU DON’T like the peacocks in 
your yard put up a fence. The next 
time I see you shooting animals in 
your yard I will call the cops. Just be-
cause it was a BB gun does not give 
you the right to shoot at neighbors’ 
houses. You wounded the peacock 
only to let it go and die elsewhere. 
Be a real human and do what’s right. 



IT WAS GREAT seeing President 
Trump and the first lady visiting 
with our troops in Iraq the day after 
Christmas. You could see in their 
faces how appreciative they were 
for the first family’s support. You 
know what would be really great, the 
USO shows where celebrities would 
entertain the troops? 

HOT LINE CONTINUED
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President Donald Trump 
encounters a little breeze 
before boarding Air Force 
One at Joint Base Andrews, 
Maryland, on April 5, 2018. 
So this is what wind shear 
looks like.
photo source: 
cdn.theatlantic.com

Kelly 
Osbourne 
is known for 
some of her 
outlandish 
hairdos, but 
this one is very 
“springy.” In 
fact, lilacs come 
to mind, right? 
We do believe 
she’s had some 
styles that make 
her look a little 
green around 
the gills.  
Oh, here’s one.
photo sources: yandex, dailymail.co.uk

No wonder this man is 
grousing. He looks like 
an Asian Elvis lookalike 

in this do called the 
“Rockabilly Mullet 

Deluxe.”
photo source: 
pinterest.com

We’re not sure who this is, 
but the hairdo would almost 
be tolerable if she could 
lose the eyebrows. Visions 
of a 2-year-old tugging on 
those is just too painful to 
imagine.
photo source: pinterest.com

Okay, remember when you 
were little and you decided 

to grab the scissors and cut 
your own hair? Your dad 

caught you first and decided 
to fix it before Mom got 

home? Voila, here you go! 
This is Scarlett Johansson 

by the way.
photo source: pinterest.com

We know how this 
happened. Drew 

Barrymore put her hair in 
a ponytail on top of her 

head, then dipped the tip 
of the tail in a bucket of 

black paint. But why? We 
don’t know why.

photo source: stylecaster.com

You think 
you’re having a

Lady Godiva 
(she rode 

naked on a 
horse with 

only her hair 
to cover her 
in case you 
don’t know) 
would have 
appreciated 
this hairstyle 
called “The 

coat.”
photo source:  
pinterest.com

By Vera Hogan
 If you google “worst hairstyles of 
2018,” you’ll get much more than that.  
You’ll find dozens and dozens of sites 
featuring the worst hairdos of all time.  
Here are some of the old and  
new ones we picked out.
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MICHIGAN

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY

MichiganVotes.org is a free, non-partisan 
website created by the Mackinac Center for 

Public Policy to provide concise, non-partisan, 
plain-English descriptions of every bill and vote 
in the Michigan House and Senate. This report 

was released Friday, Dec. 21.

House Bill 4926: Permit, regulate and 
tax internet gambling
To repeal a state ban on internet 
gambling. The bill establishes a 
comprehensive regulatory and licensure 
regime that allows the Detroit and 
Michigan Indian casinos to enter the 
business. An 8-percent tax would be 
levied on the gross internet gambling 
revenue, and the city of Detroit would be 
guaranteed a specified minimum amount 
of the tax revenue. House Bill 4920 to 
legalize fantasy sports games was also 
passed and sent to the Governor.
Passed 33 to 5 in the Senate
Sen. David Robertson (R-Dist. 14)   YES
Sen. Mike Kowall (R-Dist. 15)   YES
Sen. Joe Hune (R-Dist. 22)   NO
Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Dist. 27)   YES
Sen. Ken Horn (R-Dist. 32)   YES

House Bill 4991: Earmark some 
school aid fund money to roads and 
environmental cleanups
To earmark a portion of state income 
tax revenue that would otherwise go 
to the School Aid Fund to road repairs 
and environmental cleanups. The bill 
was passed with the expectation that 
increased revenue from imposing sales 
tax on internet purchases will mean no 
net reduction in future school funding, 
although the amount of extra money 
it would get would be reduced. The 
bill also revises the tax treatment of 
compensation received for wrongful 
imprisonment, so recipients would 
still be eligible for a housing expenses 
income tax credit.
Passed 26 to 12 in the Senate
Sen. David Robertson (R-Dist. 14)   YES
Sen. Mike Kowall (R-Dist. 15)   YES
Sen. Joe Hune (R-Dist. 22)   YES
Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Dist. 27)   NO
Sen. Ken Horn (R-Dist. 32)   YES

House Bill 5634: Legalize fuzzy dice, 
darker car window tints
To reduce restrictions on vehicle 
side window tinting, and obstruction 
of driver’s vision (including hanging 
novelties like fuzzy dice from the rear 
view mirror).
Passed 20 to 18 in the Senate
Sen. David Robertson (R-Dist. 14)   YES
Sen. Mike Kowall (R-Dist. 15)   YES
Sen. Joe Hune (R-Dist. 22)   YES
Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Dist. 27)   NO
Sen. Ken Horn (R-Dist. 32)   YES

House Bill 5017: Create adult 
“cyberbullying” crime
To create a new “cyberbullying” crime, 
with sanctions ranging from a $500 fine 
to 10 years in prison if a violation causes 
a death. “Cyberbully” is defined as using 
the internet or a telecommunications 
system to intimidate, frighten, harass or 
cause emotional distress. Similar laws 
apply to minors and students but this 
one would apply to everyone.
Passed 35 to 2 in the Senate
Sen. David Robertson (R-Dist. 14)   YES
Sen. Mike Kowall (R-Dist. 15)   YES
Sen. Joe Hune (R-Dist. 22)   YES
Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Dist. 27)   YES
Sen. Ken Horn (R-Dist. 32)   YES

Senate Bill 541: Authorize mid-level 
“dental therapist” practices
To establish a new dental therapists 
licensure category. Practitioners would 

OH NO, THE government is closed 
down. Everyone run in circles and 
howl at the moon.



IF OCASIO-CORTEZ is what we get 
from college we need to stop subsi-
dizing colleges.



SHOUT-OUT TO FENTON Pub, Hoff-
man Insurance and Fenton Coney 
Grill for the beautiful light display. 
Let’s turn Fenton into a Rochester. 
Help to support our local businesses. 
Merry Christmas everyone.



WE ATE AT Leo’s on Saturday and 
would like to thank whoever paid for 
our meals. It was greatly appreciated.



THE GREATEST ENEMY of knowl-
edge is not ignorance but the illusion 
someone has that they have knowl-
edge.



DOES ANYONE AGREE with me 
that for at least five or so decades, 
the left has had a war against proper 
parenting?



WHY IS IT wrong for me to say 
gingerbread man? I’ve said it for 
decades without it being an issue.



MILLENNIALS NEED ADULTING 
classes because their parents were 
too lazy to teach them to be adults.



THE FENTON TOWNSHIP board 
needs to change its bylaws if a major 
vote on a financial matter can pass 3-1 
with three additional members not in 
attendance. The new waste contract is 
an exorbitant increase for residents.

be under the general supervision of a 
dentist, and could perform many routine 
actions (like fillings) that are currently 
limited to full dentists. This is analogous 
to nurse practitioners.
Passed 68 to 41 in the House
Rep. Joe Graves (R-Dist. 51)    YES
Rep. Hank Vaupel (R-Dist. 47)   NO

Senate Bill 1239: Prescribe rules 
for early voting and same-day 
registration
To prescribe details of rules needed to 
implement the election-day registration 
and early voting provisions enacted by 
voter approval of 2018 Proposal 3. The 
measure eliminated the requirement to 
register to vote at least 30 days before 
an election, and authorized “no reason” 
absentee ballot voting for all voters, 
mail-in voter registration, automatic 
registration with drivers license or state 
ID interactions, and a straight-ticket 
voting option.
Passed 60 to 48 in the House
Rep. Joe Graves (R-Dist. 51)   YES
Rep. Hank Vaupel (R-Dist. 47)   YES

Senate Bill 1176: Ban mandating 
donor disclosure by nonprofits
To prohibit government agencies from 
imposing a donor disclosure mandate 
on nonprofit organizations, which would 
require them to turn over the names 
and personal information of contributors 
for posting on government databases. 
Agencies and their staff would also 
be prohibited from disclosing such 
information if they already possess 
or acquire it, with violators subject to 
misdemeanor penalties and civil fines.
Passed 58 to 51 in the House
Rep. Joe Graves (R-Dist. 51)   YES
Rep. Hank Vaupel (R-Dist. 47)   YES

HOT LINE CONTINUED
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‘BIG MIKE’ 
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FITNESS GOALS
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‘‘It was fascinating to 
watch the Times video of the 

Cornerstone being 
built from a vacant lot 
to the finished building 
in just four minutes. 
How in the world did 
you do that?” [Editor’s 

note: The video can be viewed 
at tctimes.com, on the right hand 
side of the homepage.]

‘‘We had a lot of crazy crimi-
nals around Fenton in 2015. It 

doesn’t seem that way 
until the Times printed 
it all in aggregate. 
Drugs, murder, six-
shooting grandmas, 
wife killers, drunks, 

child abusers, animal cruelty and 
more. Maybe we should change 
our name to ‘Flinton.’ ”

‘‘To all you homeown-
ers who take the time to 

put up the 
wonderful 
Christmas 
decorations, 
thank you for 
the enjoyment 

you provide to my family 
and thousands of other 
families in this area.”

‘‘I, for one, miss my sleepy 
little town. Can’t ever drive 
through Fenton anymore without 
stopping at multiple red lights. I 
guess there may be some truth 
to the old saying, ‘be careful 
what you wish for.’’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

Allegiant Air will take over 
Southwest’s Florida flights 
Allegiant Air will be the new 
airline in town at Bishop 
International Airport in 
April, when they take over 
Southwest Airlines' flights 
to Orlando and Tampa/St. 
Petersburg.

Page 17A

Watch group 
documents ‘missed 
votes’ of elected 
officials
How did our local 
state senators and 
representatives compare 
with other legislators?

Page 6A

nProjects started in 2015 will 
continue progressing this year
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Things really picked up for area communities 
in the year 2015, and now, local leaders are 
looking forward to continuing the flow of 
growth and prosperity in 2016. 
City of Fenton
 Mayor Sue Osborn says the groundbreaking 

and construction of the Riverview building 
by LaJoice Properties on the old Topps site 
is eagerly anticipated. The project, which 
recently received final site plan approval 
by the Fenton Planning Commission, is 
scheduled to begin this spring. 
 “This building will definitely change the 
landscape of downtown and will be a tremendous 
asset to our community,” Osborn said.  
 Osborn said the extension of Caroline Street 

See FUTURE on 18A

nThe Khans integrate their 
own faith and traditions with 
American way of life
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 Ikramullah Khan has lived in Fenton since 
1999, raising his family here and appreciating 
this small community where neighbors help 
each other and education is valued.

 He and his wife, Penny, 
have four sons, Maaz, 
22, Hamza, 19, both 
students at University 
of  Michigan-Flint , 
studying pre-med and 
pre-law, respectively; 
Ahmad, 13, a seventh-
grader at Fenton AGS 
Middle School and 

Adam, 10, a fifth-grader at Tomek-Eastern 
Elementary School and a married daughter, 
Hira, 25, with her daughter, Jennah, age 3. 
 Penny and “Khan” met through mutual friends 
26 years ago, when he was attending college in 

See WAY OF LIFE on 15A

n One local Muslim 
family has enjoyed 
living in Fenton since 
1999 and appreciates 
its small town 
atmosphere and 
neighborliness.

Communities look forward to bright future
‘‘Now we may 
begin to enjoy 
the fruits of our 

sacrifices and look 
forward to a much 
brighter future for 
our community.’’Sue Osborn

Fenton mayor

Muslim family 
appreciates ‘small 
town’ Fenton

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

The most eagerly anticipated project in 
Fenton is Riverview, which is expected to 
break ground in April. 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES
TIM JAGIELO

The Khan family 
of Fenton are 

practicing Muslims. 
Regarding Donald 
Trump’s comments 
on banning Muslims 

from entering 
the U.S., father 

Ikramullah (back 
right) said he’s 

disappointed and 
worries about the 10- 
to 30-percent of the 
U.S. population that 
agrees with Trump’s 
statements. Beside 

him is his wife, Penny. 
Seated on the couch 
from (left) are Ahmad, 

13, Maazullah, 22 
and Hamza, 19.  

Seated on the floor  
is Adam, 10.
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YOUR CHANCES 
OF BECOMING  

A HOME 
BURGLARY 

VICTIM
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‘‘Thank you Times for 
adding Andrew Heller to 

your newspaper. 
I appreciate an 
opinion other 
than staunch 
conservative in 
the local news.” 

‘‘I am sick and tired of 
being called racist or sexist 

because of my poli-
tics. I would vote 
for a gay, black, 
female, Muslim, if 
she was pro-life and 
believed in the con-

stitution, limited government, 
and a balanced budget.” 

‘‘The King is absolutely right. 
The scumbucket lawyers that 
are advertising on TV for fake 
‘victims’ are the reason all our 
insurance rates, both home and 
vehicle, are rising constantly and 
exorbitantly.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

nAccused of murdering granddaughter’s father
By Vera Hogan • vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 A second trial began Tuesday, March 1, for Mary 
Bigford, 52, the woman accused of killing her grand-
daughter’s father last April. Jury selection was scheduled 
to begin at 9 a.m. in Chief Judge Paul Chamberlain’s 
Mt. Pleasant courtroom.

See MURDERER on 7 Mary Bigford

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

At the funeral, five hearses wait for the six caskets carrying the Quasarano family members on Saturday, 
outside the Central Church of the Nazarene in Flint. The family was interred at Fairview Cemetery in 
Linden. (Upper right) Family and friends wait in silence and prayer at the vigil on Sunday at Linden 
High School.

Jury selection begins for Mary Bigford
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Argentine Twp. — Ar-
gentine may not be able to 
call the Genesee County 
Road Commission to salt 
the roads at no cost in 
certain situations. 
 The GCRC has discussed 
adopting a policy that in 

the event that a fire truck 
is called to a structure fire, 
the water pump is leaking, 
and the water freezes on 
the road, the GCRC and 
the township would split the 
cost of salting the road in 
half, according to manager 
of the GCRC John Daly. 

See SALT on 6

Road Commission may stop salting county 
roads for free in water leak situations

Michael Lajoice deemed competent to stand trial

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

Michael LaJoice

nProbable cause 
conference set 
for March 22
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Michael LaJoice has been 
declared competent to assist 
in his own defense. 
 On Feb. 23, the Tyrone 
Township man charged with 

embezzling $20 million from 
his former credit union em-
ployer, was in court again for 
a review hearing before Oak-
land County District Court 
52-2 Judge Joseph Fabrizio. 
 A probable cause confer-
ence has been scheduled for 
March 22 at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Clarkston court.
 LaJoice, 37, the owner of 
the now closed Chassé Ball-

room and Latin Dance Studio 
in Fenton, and “would-be” 
developer of a multi-million 
dollar, mixed-use develop-
ment along the Shiawassee 
River called “Riverview,”  was  
sent to the Center for Forensic 
Psychiatry for a competency 
evaluation. 
 He faces 14 felony counts of 
embezzlement after he turned 
himself in to the Oakland 

County Sheriff’s Office on Jan. 
6, and admitted to embezzling 
$20 million from the Clarkston 
Brandon Community Credit 
Union, where he worked as 
chief financial officer. 
 He was formally arraigned 
on Jan. 8 on the embezzlement 
charges, which allegedly took 
place between October and 
December of 2015. 

See COMPETENT on 8

Hundreds 
remember family 
at Sunday vigil
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Argentine Twp. — On Sun-
day in the Linden High School 
gym, hundreds of friends and 
community members gathered 
to show support for the parents, 
siblings and other family mem-
bers of the Quasaranos, who were 

found dead in their home from 
carbon monoxide poisoning on 
Sunday, Feb. 21. 
 Vigil attendees held small 
plastic candles, and hundreds of 
paper bags lit the walkway up to 
the building, with special written 
messages. 
 Heather, 39, and Len, 35, 
Quasarano, along with their four 
children, Luke, 11, Brenden, 9, 
Rachel, 7, and Grant, who would 
have turned 2 on March 4, were 
discovered in their Stony Brook 

See FAMILY on 7

Family and friends say goodbye to Quasarano family at Saturday funeral
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‘‘As a businessman, although 
not in downtown, I can relate to 

any business in Fenton 
struggling to pay taxes 
and suffer the inanity 
of modern government 
and their endless con-
fiscation of my dollars. 

Fenton is no different than any 
municipality in their greed and/or 
spending.”

‘‘To the Hot-liner who said the 
big old building belongs to the 

city, that if we want it 
we should buy it, or 
mind our own busi-
ness. That old house 
belongs to the taxpay-
ers. It was purchased 

by the DDA with taxpayer dollars. 
Where do you think they get their 
money? It is our business.”

‘‘The city does not 
dictate what businesses 
go in the city. Anyone had 
several opportunities to 
buy that building — they 
didn’t. Why is that the city 
of Fenton’s fault?’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

Ban placed on medical 
marijuana dispensaries
Argentine Township passes 
a one-year ban on medical 
marijuana dispensaries even 
though the state already 
prohibits the businesses. 
Action was taken due to vague 
wording in the state law.

Page 9

Wife killer’s 
sentencing delayed
Wilfinger is accused 

of murdering his wife, 
Marsha (Sargent) 
Wilfinger, whose 

body was find inside a 
burning car last year.

Page 6

nVehicular volume, heavy traffic and 
accident stats are logic for settings
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

Have you ever wondered why only two or three 
cars get through a left turn arrow before the light 
quickly turns yellow, then red? Then at other inter-
sections, drivers can almost balance their check -
books before the light turns green again. 

See LIGHT on 10

Fenton traffic light crash numbers
 
The list for 2016 year-to-date high crash 
locations for Fenton, according to Fenton 
Police Chief Rick Aro, is: 

•  Donaldson Drive at Owen Road .......................6
•  Northbound U.S. 23/Silver Lake Road 
 ramp at West Silver Lake Road .........................5
•  Owen Road at Owen/southbound I-75 ramp ..4
•  S. Long Lake Road at Torrey Road ...................4
•  E. Silver Lake Road at N. LeRoy Street ............4 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

Determining whether an intersection needs a traffic light 
depends on a number of factors in an engineering study, factors 
such as traffic volume and accident statistics.

Hundreds participate in 
The Freedom Center’s 
first 5K Color Run
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

Fenton — Hundreds of people eagerly 
waited at the starting line of the first 5K 
Color Rave Run at The Freedom Center 
in Fenton, stretching and jumping around, 
illuminated in the dark by their neon yel-
low Rave shirts. 

The start and finish lines were lit, and 
the street looked like an airplane runway 

with lights on 
either side. Ev-
erything else 
was dark. 
 To the right, 
an easy down -
hill looked in -
viting as a good 
way to start a 
5K. To the left, 

the road went up and up. Runners looked 
on with apprehension and wondered 
if the race would start with a half-mile 
steep uphill. 

The disc jockey told everyone to get 
ready. People moved closer to the starting 
line and started music on their phones. 

The DJ counted down from 10. Once 
he got to one, the front-liners took of f 

See RAVE on 12

‘‘ I pushed 
myself to train 
for it and had 
fun with it.’’Melanie Bird

Holly resident

Let there be (a traffic) light

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

The Rave Run at The Freedom Center drew nearly 300 participants Friday night. The 5K color run erupted with hyped-up music 
with a countdown, and cannons firing colored powder into the air, in addition to volunteers tossing powder by hand.
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‘‘To the fine young man who 
has joined the ‘Fiercest Fighting 

Force in the World,’ 
congratulations. The 
training and tradition 
will be with you the 
rest of your life. Ignore 
the Buttercups that 
downplay your patriotic 

decision. Semper  Fi: Do or Die.”

‘‘To the Hot-liner claiming there 
is ‘simply no logical reason for 

American private gun 
ownership.’ Are you 
serious? The peace and 
liberty you enjoy today 
emanated from the bar-
rels of privately owned 
guns at the battles of 

Lexington and Concord. How’s that 
for a reason?”

‘‘How could Hollywood 
survive if it were not allowed 
to promote ‘gun violence?’ 
They do not make a movie 
or a TV show that doesn’t 
feature a gun-wielding hero 
or heroine.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

Lahring Road bridge 
remains closed
nTall backhoe hits bottom 
of U.S. 23 overpass, 
causes extensive damage
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 The Lahring Road bridge, and both 
directions of Lahring Road between 
North Road and St. Andrews Way, 
remains closed after an accident that 

occurred at approximately 6:40 a.m. 
Friday, June 17. Local traffic from 
Torrey Road has access to West Shore 
Elementary/Torrey Hill and St. An-
drews Way off Lahring Road. 
 Keith Brown, Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation (MDOT) 
operations engineer, said the bridge 
is still being inspected. 
 A contractor hauling an excavator 
too tall to fit beneath the overpass 
struck the bottom of the Lahring Road 
bridge in Fenton Township when he 
was traveling southbound on U.S. 23. 

See REMAINS CLOSED on 10

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Nearly 200 competitors tested their skill and endurance Saturday morning in the sixth-annual FirstTry and FastTry triathlons at Clover Beach and 
Linden County Park in Fenton Township. As other competitors finish their triathlon, others check the newly posted results. See story on page 2.

And the winner is...

nStatistics show more 
men die in crashes each 
year than women
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Men are always complaining 

that women don’t know how to 
drive. But is that really true? 
 We asked some Facebook 
friends locally and from around 
the country to share their thoughts 
on men versus women drivers.
 “That’s kind of a hard question 

to answer,” said Donna Zeman of 
Niles, Illinois. “With everyone 
having cell phones today, there 
are just as many men on their 
phones as there are women while 
driving, and it doesn’t matter that 

See DRIVERS on 12

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | 
FILE PHOTO

Northbound Fenton 
Road was backed 
up to Ray Road near 
Camp Copneconic 
following a three-
car col l is ion in 
Mundy Township in 
early May.

Shiawassee 
River closer to 
being national 
water trail 
nOrganizations involved 
with the popular 
waterway receive over 
$20,000 in grants
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 The Shiawassee River, a 
staple of the tri-county area 
running in part from Holly to 
Chesaning, could become a 
national water trail.  

See WATER TRAIL on 5

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | HANNAH BALL

Approximately 15 kayakers 
and one paddle-boarder put 
their paddles in the water 
Thursday at the Linden Mill 
Pond and traveled upstream 
to Lake Ponemah. This event is 
one of the Moonlight Kayaking 
events offered by the Keepers 
of the Shiawassee.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

On Friday, June 17, a contractor hauling an 
excavator struck the bottom of the Lahring 
Road bridge, damaging the concrete and 
bending approximately six beams on the 
bottom of the bridge. 

It’s official — women are better drivers than men

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2016VOL. 23 NO. V 2012 - 2013 - 2014 NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

Midweek 
$1.00

‘‘Hey banks and credit card 
companies, why do you have to 

ask for my telephone 
number/account 
number after I already 
entered it in using the 
keypad on my phone? 
I thought I was sup-

posed to enter that info to ‘better 
assist me.’”

‘‘If I understand this 
correctly, the gentleman 

accused of 
taking other 
people’s money 
and then 
distributing it in 
the way he saw 

fit, maybe the only problem 
is he forgot to run for public 
office first.”

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT ‘‘Really, now Girl Scout cookies 

are under fire by the liberals as 
‘unhealthy.’ They’re cookies, not 
tofu. They are for an occasional 
treat, not a staple of meals. It’s 
OK to have sex and kill babies but 
not to sell cookies? Hypocrites.’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com
 Michael LaJoice spent his 
37th birthday in the 
Oakland County Jail 
on Feb. 1. The Ty-
rone Township resi-
dent, owner of the 
now closed Chassé 
Ballroom and Latin 
Dance Studio in 
Fenton and former 
CFO of the Brandon 

n While Michael 
LaJoice, 37, of 
Tyrone Township 
remains lodged 
at the Oakland 
County Jail on 14 
embezzlement 
charges his 
defense attorney 
continues his own 
investigation. To 
proceed with the 
case, LaJoice 
must be deemed 
competent by the 
Center for Forensic 
Psychiatry.

$20 million embezzlement case could be dismissed
n In a rare scenario, case could be dismissed if 
defendant found not competent after 15 months

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com
 Edward Frank Use-
wick III, 36, formerly of 
Fenton Township, was 
remanded to the custody 
of U.S. Federal Marshals 
on Jan. 13 after he vio-
lated his bond, twice.

See SUSPECT on 2
Edward 

Usewick III

Feds jail bank fraud suspect 
after alleged bond violations
nFormer resident Edward 
Frank Usewick III, remanded to 
custody of U.S. federal marshals

Fenton couple 
charged 
with robbing 
Gladwin 
pharmacy
nSuspected in 25 
pharmacy break-
ins since 2012
 Fenton residents Erin 
Dennis, 41, and her boy-
friend, Christopher Ramirez, 
39, were arraigned on Fri-
day, Jan. 29 on charges 
connected to a pharmacy 
break-in last November in 
Gladwin County. A third 
suspect, also from Fenton, 
is expected to be charged.
 According to the Midland 
Daily News, the three Fen-
ton residents are suspects 
in 25 pharmacy break-ins 
where they allegedly stole 
schedule two narcotics in 
Michigan since 2012. 
 Dennis and Ramirez 
were arrested on Wednes-
day, Jan. 27. Dennis posted 

See NARCOTICS on 7

Michael 
LaJoice

n Two Fenton residents have 
been charged in connection 
with a pharmacy break-in in 
Gladwin. A third accomplice 
is cooperating and is 
expected to be charged. 

 Fenton — With continued 
budget issues looming ahead 
and the search for a new super-
intendent just underway, it was 
important for the Fenton Area 
Public Schools (FAPS) Board 
of Education to choose the best 

candidate to fill a recent vacancy 
on the board.
 In fact, each candidate men-
tioned both the budget issues 
and superintendent search as be-
ing critical challenges facing the 
See SCHOOL BOARD on 6

TRI-COUNTY TIMES
TIM JAGIELO

Keith Reynolds reacts 
to being appointed the 

newest Fenton Board of 
Education member after 

a run-off vote Monday 
night. He defeated eight 

other candidates after two 
rounds of interviews.

Newcomer chosen to serve on Fenton school board

nEdged out only 
by Thanksgiving
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com
 Fenton — On Tues-
day morning, multiple 
food and drink venders 
made their deliveries to 
the loading dock at VG’s 
on Silver Parkway. 
 Liquor, beer, wine 
and eventually soft 
drinks were loaded and 
shelved. The Super 
Bowl, according to As-
sistant Store Director 
Chris Palmer, is one 
notch below Thanksgiv-
ing for single-day food 
sales.
 Salty snacks, subs, 
wings, beer and soft 
drinks all increase sig-
nificantly, while liquor 
experiences a smaller 
uptick. The busiest day 
for the stores will likely 
be the day of, or the day 
before the big game, de-
pending on the weather.

Super Bowl is second-highest food consumption day of year

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

A large Frito-Lay Super Bowl display greets shoppers in the lobby at VG’s on Silver Parkway Monday afternoon. 

nMembers interview 
nine candidates, vote 
to fill recent vacancy 
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com
810-433-6795
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MEMBERSHIPS 
AT LOCAL 

SPORTSMAN 
CLUBS NEAR MAX

Clarkston Community Credit 
Union, is facing 14 counts of 
embezzlement, each of more 

than $1 million.
 LaJoice turned 
himself in to the 
Oakland County 
Sheriff’s Office on 
Jan. 6, and admitted 
to embezzling $20 
million over 12 years 
from the credit union 
See LAJOICE on 6
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FENTON 
DENTIST BUILDS 

CREATIVE 
CHICKEN COOP
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Midweek 
$1.00

‘‘I agree with the prediction 
that Trump will quit. The man is not 

presidential material 
and knows it. Donald 
Trump doesn’t have 
the temperament or 
intelligence necessary 
to be president. Of 

course, neither does our current 
president.”

‘‘The person 
complaining about feeding 

the ducks bread 
was a probably 
a right-winger. 
After all, he was 
whining about 
something getting 

a free meal. I know that  
really ticks them off.”

‘‘I can’t be the only citizen get-
ting solicitation calls on my cell 
phone at least a dozen times a 
day. It’s annoying and dangerous 
when I’m driving. I thought this was 
illegal? Why aren’t Graves and Rob-
ertson looking into this?’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

CUTIMES.COM

The Clarkston Brandon Community Credit Union, with $41 
million in assets, has merged with Michigan State University 
Federal Credit Union, with $3 billion in assets.

nLaJoice’s former credit union is
now part of MSU Federal Credit Union
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Michael LaJoice’s former employer is getting a new 
name and backing from a much larger financial institution. 
 The Clarkston Brandon Community Credit Union 
(CBCCU) merged with the Michigan State University 
Federal Credit Union (MSUFCU), effective Friday, 
March 25.
 April Clobes, president and chief executive officer 
for MSUFCU, announced the merger to CBCCU 

Swindled credit union merger announced

Soccer season kicks off

members in a letter dated March 25.
 The letter does not address the former CBCCU chief 
financial officer, LaJoice, who admitted to embez-
zling more than $20 million from his employer over 
a period of 12 years, and is now facing 14 counts of 
embezzlement. 
 LaJoice’s admission came on Jan. 6, when he turned 
himself into the Oakland County Sheriff’s Office and 
admitted to the crime. 
 A week later, on Jan. 13, CBCCU was placed under 
the conservatorship of the Michigan Department of 
Insurance and Financial Services.

See MERGER on 14

By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 The largest industrial 
building in Fenton Town-
ship is in development on 
Thompson Road, and it’s 

nearly impossible to miss 
when driving by.
 Located at 3175 Thomp-
son Rd., this approximately 

See FACILITY on 13

TRI-COUNTY TIMES 
TIM JAGIELO

The new 
headquarters for 
Miller Industries 
is being built on 
Thompson Road, 
west of Torrey 
Road, in Fenton 
Township.

New industrial facility bringing 
30 full-time jobs to area

nMiller family constructing 103,000-
square-foot building on Thompson Road

Hot days 
on the way
This spring 
and summer 
forecast calls 
for above-
average 
temperatures.

Page 8

Family and friends 
shocked and 
disgusted with 
murder plea deal
Erich Wilfinger, the man 
accused of killing his 
wife, Marsha (Sargent) 

Wilfinger, formerly of Argentine Township, 
pleaded no contest to second-degree murder. 
He is scheduled to be sentenced on April 25.

Page 7

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Players for Linden and Lake Fenton varsity girls soccer teams shake hands after the first game of the 2016 
season Monday night in Linden. The Linden Eagles defeated the Lake Fenton Blue Devils 4-1.

Hidden ‘speakeasy’ coming to downtown Fenton

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

The former F enton Area Resource and Referral (F ARR) 
building, on Mill Street in Fenton is undergoing renovations 
to become a take-out taco stand with speakeasy in the rear. 

PAGE 3
BIKE-A-THON 

ENABLES YOUNGSTERS 
TO CONTRIBUTE 
TO 16-MILE NON-
MOTORIZED PATH
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‘‘In the unlikely event 
you were to look up ‘art’ in 

the dictionary, 
it would read: 
‘The expression 
or application of 
human creative skill 
and imagination.’  

Close your mouths and open 
your minds. You just might get 
a pleasant surprise.”

‘‘The worst thing 
in American culture is 

the burden 
of political 
correctness 
that forces us 
to lie silently, 
instead of 

saying what we actually 
believe. It is destroying  
America.”

‘‘Just so 
you know, 
your works 
of art are 
scaring the 
‘art’ out of 
my dog.” ‘‘Most people don’t

realize it, but there is a 
big difference between 
being educated and 
being intelligent.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT
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Grandma 
convicted of 
first-degree 
murder
nJury takes less 
than three hours to 
deliver verdict
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

The Gilford Township grand-
mother accused of killing her 
granddaughter’s father by shoot-
ing him six times while he sat in 
his car will never be free again.

Last week, an Isabella Coun-
ty jury convicted Mary Lou 
Bigford, 52, of first-degree 

See MURDER on 19

nTake-out taco stand to 
serve as ‘front’ for bar
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 During the Prohibition era, 
there were illicit, hidden drinking 
establishments called “blind pigs” 
in downtown Fenton. It looks like 
we are getting another one, only 
legally this time.
 On Monday, the Fenton City 
Council voted unanimously to ap-
prove a liquor license for such a 
“speakeasy,” at the recommendation 

of Police Chief Rick Aro.
 In a memo to the City Manager 
Lynn Markland, Aro said The Fenton 
Relief & Resource Company, owned 
by Mark Hamel, Chad Brennan and 
Jon Foley, need local liquor license 
approval for a speakeasy at 109 Mill 
St., across from the U.S. Post Office.
 Aro said the speakeasy will be hid-
den like it was during the 1920s during 
Prohibition. There will be nothing out 
front to indicate there is a drinking 
establishment inside. He said this is a 
new national trend.

See SPEAKEASY on 7

nMajority of construction 
projects suspended for the 
holiday weekend
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282

Road trip, anyone?
If you’re traveling more than 50 

miles from home this Memorial 

Day holiday weekend, you’ll be 
among Michigan’s largest volume 
of travelers in nine years, swell-
ing to 1.2 million people.
 That’s up about 2 percent from 
last year, according to AAA of 
Michigan. An overwhelming ma-
jority (79 percent) will be traveling 
by car.

 Relatively low gas prices are 
encouraging more people to travel 
this year. Michigan gas prices are 
averaging $2.498 as of Tuesday, May 
24, compared to $2.729 one year ago.
 The official holiday travel time 
begins Thursday, May 26 and runs 
through Monday, May 30.

See TRAVEL on 18

Record number of Michiganders on the road this weekend
TRI-COUNTY TIMES
TIM JAGIELO

The official kick-off to 
summer travel begins 
Memorial Day weekend, 
when 1.2 million 
Michigan residents are 
expected to travel, 79 
percent of them by car.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Lawrence Howard, Jr . is 
pictured here with his 3-year -
old daughter , Siera. Howard 
was murdered by the girl’s 
grandmother on April 18, 2015. 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

A Linden woman escaped injury as her home went up in flames Tuesday afternoon. At approximately 3:10 p.m.,  
fire departments from Linden City, Fenton City and the townships of Argentine, Fenton, Gaines and Mundy respond 
to a home in the 1300 block of Meadow Green Lane in Linden. The cause of the fire is unknown. 

See updates and more photos at tctimes.com

Linden home destroyed by fire 

nIt’s the voter’s 
chance to choose 
best of their party
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com
 The importance of vot-
ing in the Primary Election 
is very simple … to make 
sure you get the best can-

didate from each party for 
the general election.
 For example, in the 
Aug. 2 Primary Elec-
tion race for Genesee 
County Commissioner 
6th District, there are two 
Republicans running and 
one Democrat. 
See ELECTION on 16A

Primary election importance

‘‘Vote ‘no’ on every millage. We 
already pay more than enough 

taxes to support libraries 
and other projects. It is 
simply more taxation by 
a government deter-
mined to wring every 
cent out of every citizen, 

every day. Just say ‘NO’ on Aug. 2. 
Enough is enough.”

‘‘‘Republicans 
believe every day is 

the Fourth 
of July, 
Democrats 
believe 
every day is 
April 15th.’’’ 

— Ronald Reagan

‘‘My family received one 
of those Bridge cards. We live 

on Silver Lake and 
have never asked 
for any assistance, 
nor do we want any. 
What  bureaucratic 
moron came up 

with the idea to waste over $27 
million on a pure giveaway?”

‘‘The term ‘terrorist’ implies 
that there is a purpose to what 
these people are doing. What 
purpose could there possibly 
be in the random killings of 
complete strangers? It’s time 
the news media used ‘de-
ranged idiots.’’’
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810-771-TEXT

Corn crop 
survives 
despite 
weather
nOnly about two 
inches of rain in 
seven weeks
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 With one hot day after another 
and a long dry spell, local farmers 
have had to explore alternative 
watering options for their crops. 
 Dwight Eichelberg, owner of 
Eichelberg Farm in Fenton Town-
ship, said the heat has affected the 
corn yield “big time.”

See CORN on 20A

WATCH THE 
VIDEO 

AT TCTIMES.COM 
WITH THIS STORY

WATCH THE 
VIDEO 

AT TCTIMES.COM 
WITH THIS STORY

nCould get four years for child porn video 
— attempted terrorism case still pending

By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Flint — Ryan Stevens, 19, of Linden pleaded guilty 
to possession of child sexually abusive material, 
Wednesday, July 20, in Genesee County Circuit Court. 
It is a four-year felony and carries a fine of up to $10,000. 
 This was Stevens’ first time appearing in Circuit Court.
 Stevens faced five charges related to child sexually abu-
sive conduct after Argentine Township police discovered a 

See GUILTY on 19A

‘‘ We think 
the public will 

be protected by 
him being on 

the registry.’’Anthony Maxwell
Genesee County assistant 

prosecutor

TRI-COUNTY TIMES 
TIM JAGIELO

On Wednesday, July 
20, Ryan Stevens, 19, 

pleaded guilty to one of 
the five counts of criminal 

sexual conduct — 
possessing child sexually 

abusive material, carrying 
a maximum penalty of 

four years in prison. 
He’ll also plead guilty to 

attempted terrorism in 
the separate case. 

‘‘ If it doesn’t rain, 
things down the road 

are going to get a 
little tight.’’Dwight Eichelberg

Eichelberg Farm 
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Ryan Stevens pleads guilty 

nFenton area recycles 
more than average
By Grant Cislo
intern@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 Fenton resident Carl Hick-
mott, along with some other 
residents in the area, believes 
that it would be better if 
Republic Services picked 

up recycling every week 
instead of every other week. 
 Republic Services is the 
waste and recycling service 
that is used in Fenton Town-
ship and the cities of Fenton, 
Linden, and Holly.
 Hickmott has had prob-
lems with recycling and

See RECYCLING on 9A

Some residents want weekly recycling

TIMES FILE PHOTO

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Dwight Eichelberg of Eichelberg Farm in Fenton Township tends to about 15 acres of land. He sells about 45 bushels of sweet corn 
on an average day, despite the lack of rainfall.
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‘‘Sorry to see Al-
legiant Air is taking over 

Southwest 
flights to 
Florida out of 
Flint. Alle-
giant has one 
of the worst 

records in the industry. 
Check Allegiant’s re-
cord before you book.”

‘‘Seriously, you complain about having 
to walk two blocks to get to a downtown 
restaurant? If you think that is a problem, 
then you obviously don’t remember the 
days when you could park anywhere down-
town because there were few, if any, busi-
nesses down there. Be glad, not sad.’’

‘‘I know Hillary 
Clinton wants stricter gun 

control laws 
but not once 
have I heard 
her say she 
wants every-
one to get rid 

of their guns and not be 
able to buy guns.”

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT
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Powerball jackpot soars to $450 million

nFlushing man builds realistic Star 
Wars droids in rewarding, unique hobby
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Flushing Twp. — Kurt Zimmerman, 60, was a fan of 
the beloved Star Wars droid R2-D2, before he was a fan 
of the Star Wars movie itself. He saw the movie when he 
was 22 and thought, “that’s really cool, and it’d be really 
neat to have one.”

 Five years ago, he completed a fully func-
tioning radio-controlled droid. On Monday, as 
his picture was taken in his workshop, R2-D2 
chattered away in the other room. He also built 
“Chopper” the droid from the “Rebels” ani-
mated series, and BB-8, from the new movie.
 His R2-D2 doesn’t stay confined to the 
meticulously kept backyard garage — R2-
D2 has been on the center court of a Pistons 
game, hockey games, and his robot has been 
used in much the same way as therapy pets 

have, at schools and children’s hospitals. 
 “There’s kids there that don’t have a lot to smile about 
— but just to bring a little bit of a happy event to a kid’s 
day, it just blows you away.” 

See DROIDS on 5

‘These are the droids 
you’re looking for’

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Kurt Zimmerman poses with his hand-built droids Monday in front of a 
backdrop he takes to comic conventions. His R2-D2 cost about $2,700 to 
build, the BB-8, $1,800 and “Chopper” $2,000. 

Dollar General store 
coming to Linden
nPlanning Commission 
approves preliminary plans 
for a 9,000-square-foot store 
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 A preliminary site plan for a freestanding 
Dollar General was approved by the Linden 
Planning Commission. 
 Mike McPhersan, an engineer from Atwell 

See DOLLAR GENERAL on 5

winning numbers in the Saturday, Jan. 2 
game. One person took home $2 million 
and three others took home $1 million 
each in that drawing. 
 Saturday’s winning numbers were 5-6-
15-29-42 and the Powerball number was 10. 
 If the $450 million or higher prize holds 
true for tonight, a one-time cash prize will 
be worth $244 million or more, according 
to the Powerball website. 
 Players have a roughly one in 292 mil-

lion chance of selecting the jackpot-win-
ning numbers, according to Powerball.
 But as the saying goes, “you gotta be 
in it to win it.”
 The last time a Powerball jackpot 
reached this high was in February of last 
year, when three winning tickets split a 
grand prize of $564 million. The top prize 
in the game’s history — $590.5 million 
— was won in May 2013.

See POWERBALL on 6

nDon’t miss out — you’ll 
have until 9:30 p.m. tonight 
to buy your winning ticket 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Tonight’s Powerball jackpot is expected 
to climb or even exceed $450 million, one 
of the largest prizes in the game’s history.
 This after no one’s ticket matched the 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Wednesday’s Powerball drawing is 
estimated to reach $450 million, according 
to the Michigan Lottery. This ticket was sold 
Tuesday at Locke’s Party Shoppe in Fenton. 

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 “A little at a time” seems 
to be the pace at which the 
village of Holly is getting 
monies owed by Silverman 
Properties. 
 The money is due after 
the village won a consent 
judgment against developer 
Silverman for unused water 

tap-ins. This led to village 
residents paying a bond 
debt fee regardless of how 
much water they use. The 
bond debt was incurred by 
the newly constructed $18 
million water plant and 
extending water service to 
a subdivision (Pulte homes) 
that was not completed, 

See TAP on 7

‘‘ This has 
been a heavy 
burden on the 
users of the 
water/sewer 
system but it 
is working its 
way toward 
resolution.’’Jerry Walker
Holly Village manager

Water/sewer tap payments trickling in slowly
nHolly Village leaders work toward 
solution to developer’s default 

El Niño effects  
could last the 
entire winter
nWarm winter means 
lower lake levels
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 At this time last year, 
lakes were frozen, ice fish-
ermen were out, and snow 
covered everything.
 This year is very different. 
El Niño, a complex weather 
pattern that describes the 
fluctuations in temperature 
between the ocean and 
atmosphere in the Eastern 
Pacific, has delayed the cold 
temperatures and snow this 
winter causing temperatures 
too warm for any Michigan 
lakes to freeze over.  
 Because of El Niño, the 
See LAKE LEVELS on 2
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‘‘I will never attend 
a Fenton Village Players 

production 
again. Using 
‘GD’ may 
work in Hol-
lywood, but 
not here in 

Fenton. Shame on who-
ever approved this.”

nFemales spend approximately $1,350 more 
each year than males for similar products
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Men joke about women need-
lessly spending money, but a 
recent study found that women 
are often forced to do so. 
 By comparing 800 “fe-
male” items to their “male” 
counterparts, a study con-
ducted by the New York City 
Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) found that women pay 
more than men for similar products 42 percent of the time.

See WOMAN TAX on 21A
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‘‘Sam Bernstein has a commercial 
where he boasts that his firm has won 

a billion dollars in ‘settle-
ments.’ Each person read-
ing this is paying higher 
insurance premiums due to 
his firm and other bottom-
feeders. I hope Sam enjoys 

his time on earth because I highly 
doubt he’ll enjoy himself where he’s 
likely going when he dies.”

‘‘Can’t believe the number of 
trash and recycling bins set out for 

pickup, but facing the 
wrong way. Makes it very 
difficult for the hard-
working  crew. Please 
remember to put them out 
with the metal bar facing 

the road and the lid hinge facing your 
home. Repeat after me: Hinge facing 
house, metal facing road. Thanks.”

‘‘If you can read this 
Hot line, thank a teacher. If 
you’re reading it in English, 
thank a soldier. Signed, a 
proud Marine.’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK
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YOUR 
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Women pay more than men for almost everything

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | HANNAH BALL

Most women don’t realize they’re paying more money than men for similar products, like deodorant. 
Above, the two products are essentially identical, however the woman’s product is priced at $1 more 
than the man’s product.

This gender price 
gap starts at a young 
age... Girl’s toys cost 

11 percent more than 
boy’s toys, even if 

they’re the same toys in 
different colors.

Court declares Michael 
LaJoice competent
A probable cause confer-
ence has been scheduled 
for March 22 at 1:30 p.m. 
at the Clarkston court.

Page 7A

Democrat presidential 
candidates go head 
to head in Flint
Bernie Sanders and Hillary 
Clinton face off at 8 p.m. 
on Sunday.

Page 14A

By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
  Fenton — The unsettling, threatening 
sounds of the birds spring abrasively from 
loud speakers, as the guests begin to filter 

into the dim and cavernous hall of the Fenton 
Community and Cultural Center. 

These are the original electronic sounds 
that heightened the tension of the 1963 Alfred 

See BIRDS on 20A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

The Fenton Community Orchestra and Conductor Andrew Perkins prepare for their big performance last Saturday — a live ren-
dering of Perkins’ new score for the classic Alfred Hitchcock film, “The Birds.” The group of 56, representing all ages, pulled off 
90 minutes of music with less than two months of rehearsals before a sold-out Fenton Community and Cultural Center audience.

Theater lovers flock to see ‘The Birds’ in Fenton
nSold-out performance of 
original music draws standing 
ovation for Fenton Community 
Orchestra, conductor

VOL. 23 NO. X

‘‘Municipal properties pay no 
property taxes. The post office, police 

department and city hall 
provide no tax revenue. 
Those buildings are in 
terrific locations with road 
access, water view and 
park views. City hall could 

be transferred to the old middle school 
to provide parking and possible ad-
ditional buildings downtown.”

‘‘It is a sign of the 
America’s degeneration that 
soldiers die alone and anony-
mously while overseas with 
no recognition, but an enter-
tainer like Prince dies and our 
president makes speeches to 
honor his life and bemoans 
‘America’s loss’ as if he were 
a hero.  I am embarrassed to 
be an American.”

‘‘It is time to elect 
some new faces for 

leadership 
in Fenton. 
Reagan had it 
right when he 
said, ‘Politi-
cians and ba-

bies should be changed 
frequently – and for the 
same reason.’”

‘‘The city officials and the DDA have 
done a wonderful job of rebuilding and 
re-energizing our downtown. As resi-
dents, our appreciation for that knows 
no bounds.  Please do not destroy all 
that goodwill now by ignoring the will of 
the people who live here and whom you 
are pledged to represent. Thank you.’’
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810-771-TEXT

Google 
Surveys take 

seconds to 
complete 
and allow 
continued 

free access to 
Times’ online 

content.

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Many of the 190,000 visitors 
who log onto the Times website 
each month have asked us why 
they have to answer survey ques-
tions in order to gain full access to 
tctimes.com. The answer is simple 
– the three to five seconds it takes 

to answer a couple of point-and-
click questions keeps our readers 
from having to pay a quarterly 
or annual fee to read the Times on-
line. The cost to maintain, operate 
and update tctimes.com 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, is more 

See SURVEYS on 19A

CRUST land 
swap approved
nMayor casts sole 
dissenting vote
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 The Fenton City Council voted 6-1 
Monday night to approve a land swap 
between CRUST and the city.
 Mayor Sue Osborn cast the dissent-
ing vote.
 During a special meeting held Mon-
day, April 18, Assistant City Manager 
Mike Burns said the administration had 
been working with the owners of CRUST 
on the expansion of their business. 

See LAND SWAP on 19A

What you don’t know 
about presidential 
front-runners
nFrom eating lunch at desk to 
being a bad singer, Trump and 
Clinton share personal details
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

While we certainly don’t know what 
will happen just yet, there is no doubt that 
Republican Donald Trump and Democrat 
Hillary Clinton are so far the front-runners 
in the race for the White House.

Here are some personal things the two 
See PERSONAL on 6A

Some visitors to Times website annoyed by surveys

Silver Lake Road culvert installed

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

This week, Davis Construction lowered the two pieces of the Silver Lake Road 
bridge culvert into place at the bottom of the Shiawassee River, and tied it 
together. The road is projected to be open July 1. See story on page 8AHillary ClintonDonald Trump

Annual $1,020 sewer 
bill a burden for many
nWhat Fenton Township and 
its residents can do to help
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 This is part two of a two-part series 
on the Fenton Township sanitary sewer 
system and user fee. 
 The $255 per quarter usage fee for the 
Fenton Township sanitary sewer system 
could decrease faster based on a few 
factors, according to a report recently 
put out by township officials. 
 The rate could decrease if voters ap-
prove a millage proposal and if more 
people connect and buy into the sewer 
system, according to the report. 
 The report, which can be read online at 
fentontownship.org, stated, “The Fenton 
Township Board understands that the 
sewer use rates represent a burden on 

See SEWER on 6A

‘‘ Frankly, we have 
no idea how some of 

these things are being 
introduced into the sewer 
system as none of them 
will pass through your 

typical toilet.’’John Tucker
Fenton Township treasurer

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

“Flushable” wipes entering the sanitary 
sewer system in Fenton Township con-
tinue to be a problem.
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‘‘Of course the Hill-
ary Clinton and Bernie 

supporters 
aren’t riot-
ing at their 
own rallies. 
They’re too 
busy rioting 

at the Trump rallies.”

‘‘The flowers on the light 
poles in downtown Fenton are 

absolutely gorgeous. 
Everyone who travels 
through downtown 
Fenton enjoys their 
beauty and comments 
on them. The auto-

matic watering system built into 
the light poles is brilliant. Nicely 
done Fenton.”

‘‘To the lady complaining about 
the little children running around the 

park. Are you for real? 
Move your chair and leave 
the children alone. A lot 
of us love seeing those 
little ones being outside, 
enjoying the hill. It’s a 

great place to see all walks of life, old 
and young. Thanks Fenton for a great 
place to take our families.”

‘‘Here’s a tip from a waitress. 
If you have a coupon that gives 
you a discount on your dinner, 
you are still supposed to tip 
on the full amount that it would 
have been. I don’t discount a 
percentage of the service I pro-
vide you. Thank you.’’
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YOUR 
HOT LINE

810-771-TEXT

nState police do not anticipate 
more crashes with higher speeds 
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Speed limits on certain Michigan freeways could 
be increased to 75 or possibly 80 miles per hour if a 
few House bills become law. 
 House Bills 4423 through 4426 would modify 
certain speed limits on freeways and school zones, 

See 80 MPH on 19A

DDA says no more 
exceptions...maybe
nWill review and change Façade 
Improvement Program rules
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 When too many exceptions to the 
rules are being approved — it may be 
time to change the rules. 
 At the end of their meeting Tuesday, 
several members of the Fenton Down-
town Development Authority (DDA) 
expressed this sentiment after con-
sidering two 
requests for fa-
çade grants.
 According 
to Mike Burns, 
assistant city 
manager and 
DDA director, 
both of the ap-
plicants, downtown business owners, 
violated the Façade Improvement 
Program guidelines.
 The first, Kim Lenoir, owner of the 
new Northern Country Chic boutique 
at 409 South LeRoy St., requested 
reimbursement for façade work al-
ready completed. 
 “This is not allowed in the façade im-
provement guidelines,” said Mike Burns.

See DDA on 20A

nAudience members 
speak in favor of 
running and biking trail
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Fenton Twp. — Helpers 
added extra chairs to accom-
modate the 100-plus people 
who attended the Fenton Town-
ship Board of Trustees meet-

ing Monday in support of the 
Linden, Argentine, Fenton and 
Fenton Township (LAFF) non-
motorized pathway.
 The township received funds 
from the Fenton Community 
Fund of the Community Foun-
dation of Greater Flint to make 
an amendment to the existing 
Fenton Township Parks and 

See PATHWAY on 6A

Ripe for the pickin’

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

These families gathered nine flats of strawberries at Spicer Orchards on Tuesday afternoon. From left is Emma Lietzau, 12, and 
her sister, Eliana, 9, of Wixom. Behind Eliana is their mother, Julie Lieztau. In the back is Lindsay Hanselman of Highland with 
her daughter, Celia, 10 and Jude, 7. See story and more photos on Page 9A.

‘‘ Then why 
are we even 
discussing 
this?’’Doran Kasper
Fenton DDA member

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | HANNAH BALL

More than 100 supporters of the LAFF 
pathway packed the Fenton Township Board 
of Trustees meeting Monday. 

Michigan considering 
80 mph speed limit

Pathway receives 
enormous public support

By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 Since Feb. 16, motorists have found 
alternative ways to get to their favorite 
downtown Fenton destination or just 
pass through the city. This was neces-

sary due to the Silver Lake Road bridge 
replacement over the Shiawassee River.
 Throughout the project, Dan Czar-
necki, director of Fenton’s Department 
of Public Works (DPW) said the bridge 

See OPEN on 10A
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Silver Lake Road is open — ahead of schedule 
TRI-COUNTY

TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

On Friday, PK 
Contracting applied 
1,395 feet of yellow 

striping and 369 feet of 
white striping, finishing 

the Silver Lake Road 
bridge project. The road 

reopened at  4 p.m. 

nRibbon-cutting ceremony held Friday 
afternoon to mark the successful completion

‘‘Quit buying the 
personal hygiene products 
whose ads are inappro-
priately graphic and they 
will quit using that ad.  You 
should know that there is 
no oversight on commercial 
TV ads. They can do what-
ever they want.  The inane 
Cottonelle ad? I agree, 
yuck! Don’t buy it.”

‘‘ Stop here 
anytime during 

our lunch hour and 
see what goes on. 
Then stop at your 
local high school. 
The difference is 

in the atmosphere. 
It’s friendlier, more 

respectful.’’Sally Bartos
Principal
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‘‘Why would anyone pay extra 
money to purchase a Pure Michigan 

license plate? Basically 
you are paying more 
money than the normal 
very high license plate 
fee in order to drive 
around with an ad for 

Michigan on the rear of your vehicle.  
Why doesn’t the state just use the 
Pure Michigan design on all plates?”

‘‘Fenton police, please do 
something. Every day I see women 

texting on their phones 
while they are driving. 
They text at stoplights 
without looking up until 
you honk and then they 
go. These are moms, not 

kids, always moms. I know because 
I’m a mom. Should we call the police 
when we see this? It’s dangerous.”

‘‘Michael LaJoice spent money fool-
ishly for years that wasn’t his, received 
accolades for giving money away that 
wasn’t his, nobody ever knew what his 
job actually was, and he made gran-
diose promises to the community that 
never came to pass. In other words, 
Michael LaJoice was a politician.’’
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Linden mayor 
not seeking 
reelection
nLossing will seek 
leadership position at 
the university level
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 After six years on the Linden 
City Council and the last 12 years 
as mayor, David Lossing said it’s 
time for him to transition into his 
next career as he finishes his doc-
toral degree in higher education 
leadership. 
 After much thought and con-
versations with his wife, Suzanne, 
Lossing, 52, has decided not to seek 
another term as mayor of Linden. 
The election is Tuesday, Nov. 8.
 Lossing is in his last semester at 
Indiana State University, where he 
is working toward his doctorate in 
higher education leadership. With 
exams in June and his dissertation

See MAYOR on 19A

David Lossing

‘‘ It’s been 18 
fun-filled years of 
public service. It 

never felt like work. 
I enjoyed it.’’David Lossing

Linden mayor

nPowers Catholic 
High School offers 
many local families 
a private, religious 
education 
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 Lauren Hall, 14, doesn’t have 
to worry about what she’s going 
to wear to school every morning.
 This high school freshman 
attends Powers Catholic High 
School in Flint, and the dress 
code, rather than fashion, dic-
tates what she’ll wear every day.
 “I think it’s easier with a dress 
code,” she said. “You don’t have 
to spend time worrying about 
what people think, because you 
all look and dress pretty much 
the same.”
 The dress code is just one 
thing that sets Powers apart from 
a public high school setting. 
 For the 649 students who 
attend Powers from all corners 
and walks of life in Genesee 

See POWERS on 22A

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Everyone is going “gaga” over 
Super Bowl 50, which will be played 
on Sunday, Feb. 7 at Levi’s Stadium 
in Santa Clara, California.

 And, by the way, Lady Gaga will 
be singing the National Anthem 
before kickoff this year.
 This year’s contenders are the 
Carolina Panthers (based in Charlotte,

See SUPER BOWL on 7A

Fans fired up about game, commercials

Bill 
Fults

Ashley 
Hogan

Super Bowl extras 
● Coldplay is headlining this year’s halftime show, 
with Beyoncé and Bruno Mars also set to make 
appearances. (sbnation.com)
● A 30-second Super Bowl ad is selling for as much 
as $5 million. (fortune.com)
● One of many commercials is “Simply Put.” 
Budweiser released one of its Super Bowl 50 

See EXTRAS on 7A

A ‘Power-house’ of academics and sports

 nFormer Fentonites talk about Super 
Bowl fever in Denver and North Carolina

TRI-COUNTY TIMES 
TIM JAGIELO

(Above) Powers 
Catholic High School 

students flood 
the hallways after 

“Friendship Games” 
activities wrapped up 
on Thursday. (Right) 

Powers student 
Colton Frownfelter, 

14, laughs during an 
improv theater activity 
he was helping to run 

Thursday afternoon.
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‘‘Why don’t the parents 
volunteer to get to the school 

early and watch 
their kids in the 
morning? Why do 
they expect the 
teachers and ad-
ministrators to give 

up their prep time to get there 
early for the day and watch 
their kids.”

‘‘Hey Times, would you 
please answer the question 

that is on every-
one’s mind: Which 
way is that giant 
corrugated alumi-
num bridge thing 
they’re constructing 

going? Is the round part down 
and the flat side up or is it flat 
side down and round side up?”

‘‘We, not politicians, can 
make America great again. We 

need to return to our 
religious values. We 
must stop aborting 
our young, honor 
traditional marriage 
and stop glorifying 

abnormal behavior. Our immoral 
behavior, like taking drugs, will 
destroy us if we don’t stop.”

‘‘Guys, just in case you’re not 
paying attention, the man bun is of-
ficially out! Take it from a woman, it 
is the worst fad ever. No girl wants 
to date her grandmother. Man buns 
belong in the ‘bad haircut’ grave, 
right next to the mullet.’’
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By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com

A 56-year-old Flint resi-
dent and his wife live off 
Miller Road in the city of 
Flint. They have lived in 

their house for 14 years. 
They also work in the city 
of Flint. He has asked to 
remain anonymous.
 The resident said, just like 

See WATER on 10A

‘‘ I really 
don’t know 
how these 

people sleep 
at night.’’Lee Knorr

Flint resident, formerly of 
Linden and Holly

Offers made  
to buy LaJoice 
properties
nDetails confidential; 
attorney hopeful parties 
will work together 
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 While Michael LaJoice spends his days 
in the Oakland County Jail, his defense 
attorney Michael Manley spends much of 
his time sorting through discovery related 
to his client’s $20 million embezzlement 
case, and paperwork regarding multiple 
properties owned by LaJoice.
 LaJoice, 37, of Tyrone Township, 
the owner of the now-closed Chassé 
Ballroom and Latin Dance Studio in 
Fenton, is facing 14 felony counts of 

See LAJOICE on 18A

‘‘ We also are 
working to maintain the 
properties in order that 
they don’t become an 
eyesore or nuisance in 
the city of Fenton.’’Michael Manley

Michael LaJoice’s defense attorney

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

Michael LaJoice, 37, of Tyrone Town-
ship is shown here with his attorney 
Michael Manley at a recent court hear-
ing on his $20 million embezzlement 
case in Oakland County.

The Detroit Tigers will begin their 2016 baseball season at home on Friday, April 
8 at Comerica Park in downtown Detroit. They will be facing long-time rivals, the 
New York Yankees in this season opener. Accuweather predicts a cloudy day with 
a high of 42 degrees. Ticket prices for available seats on opening day range from 
$92 to nearly $500, depending  on location. Left-fielder Justin Upton, 28, is among 
the newcomers Tiger fans are looking forward to cheering on. 

Usewick pleads guilty 
to one count of bank 
fraud conspiracy 
nSentencing in July, 
could get 30 years
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

Edward Frank Usewick III, 36, 
formerly of Fenton Township, pleaded 
guilty Tuesday, March 29, to one count 
of conspiracy to commit bank fraud.

 He is scheduled 
to be sentenced on 
that charge on July 
12 in Flint’s U.S. 
District Court.
 According to the 
plea agreement, the 
maximum penalty 

See USEWICK 
on 21A

High winds 
topple 80-foot 
tree in Fenton
nNo one harmed; little 
property damage occurred
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795

Fenton — At approximately 7 
p.m. Thursday night, high winds took 
down an 80-foot-tall spruce tree, which 
blocked Adelaide Street at North Road 
in Fenton. The tree also took down a 
few smaller trees with it.

The property is owned by John and 
Janet Stork. No one was harmed, and 
the tree didn’t strike any phone or 
power lines.

See TREE on 20A

Edward Usewick

Here’s what it’s like to live a day with Flint water
TRI-COUNTY TIMES 
FILE PHOTO

To help with the Flint 
water crisis, Alpine 
Marketplace in Linden 
donated 18 pallets of 
bottled water on Jan. 
22 to the Food Bank 
of Eastern Michigan.

nTwo families share how 
their lives have been changed

PLAY BALL!
TIGER’S HOME OPENER 

FRIDAY, APRIL 8
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TIGER’S 
OPENING DAY 

IS ON THE 
HORIZON

‘‘Liberals keep using the word 
‘hatred’ when referring to anyone 

who does not agree 
with the transgender 
bathroom issue. In their 
minds, anyone who 
disagrees with any of 
their agendas is full of 

hatred. They will not accept any 
opposing viewpoints. How sad.”

‘‘One can’t help but 
wonder if the selection 

process for 
the ‘art’ in 
downtown 
Fenton 
is based 
primarily on 

the principle of ‘what 
will annoy the residents 
the most.’”

‘‘Everyone hollers 
about city officials not 

doing their 
jobs and how 
congress 
needs term 
limits. Wake up 
people, we are 

the boss, we are the term 
limits. Vote them all out.”

‘‘I WOULD LIKE to express my 
deepest appreciation to all veterans, 
past and present, and their families. 
To those who gave their life, you really 
are, and were, the Greatest Generation. 
Thank you to all patriots.’’
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Four new retail 
stores coming 
to Fenton
nUlta, Famous 
Footwear, Kay Jewelers 
and Maurice’s expected 
to be open by fall
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 Fenton is about to become 
the “best dressed” city in the 
tri-county area, with a new retail 
development featuring shoes, 
cosmetics, clothing and jewelry, 
located between Target and Trac-
tor Supply Company on Owen 
Road.
 Ulta (cosmetics and a hair 
salon), Maurice’s (women’s 
clothing), Famous Footwear, 
Kay Jewelers and one unfilled 

See RETAIL on 18A

nTen things you should 
consider before joining the 
military
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 “Joining the Army is beneficial for 
young men and women who want to learn 
how to be leaders, how to be disciplined, 
and how to push themselves to their lim-

its on a daily basis,” says Capt. Robert  
Holmes, former Fenton resident and public 
affairs officer for 69th Air Defense Artil-
lery Brigade, Fort Hood, Texas. “It’s not a 
decision that should be taken lightly since 
a soldier’s first few months in the Army 
are extremely difficult. It should never be 
a decision that anyone makes because they 
want the money or the other benefits seen 
on commercials, because then their heart

See MILITARY on 10A
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Dan Wayne (on ladder) and Alex Wagner of the Fenton Department of Public Works, place one of the last few baskets of petunias 
into its holder on Wednesday morning. These 58 baskets throughout downtown are one of the last finishing touches for Streetscape. 
This is the first full summer after the project was completed last fall.

So you’re thinking about the military

PAGE 1B
MARINE PATROLS 

PROMOTE 
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AREA LAKES
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Downtown is blooming

For comprehensive, detailed information
on each branch of the U.S. Military,  
visit one of the following sites: 
● www.goarmy.com
● www.airforce.com
● www.navy.com
● www.marines.com
● www.gocoastguard.com
Source: usmilitary.com

Neighbors, officials 
at odds over trailer park
Neighbors of the Lake Po-
nemah Mobile Home Park 
have been urging officials to 
do something to improve 
the conditions of the park. 

Page 8A

Home on Spring 
Meadows Country 
Club destroyed by fire 
Homeowner escapes 
without injury, likely cause 
of fire is electrical in nature.

Page 15A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

A new structure between Target 
and Tractor Supply Company on 
Owen Road will be home to four 
new national retailers.

FUN
in the

sUn
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‘‘WE CREATE HATE 
by fighting about political 

parties. No 
Republicans, 
no Democrats 
— we are all 
Americans, 
with all of our 

beliefs. Love each other.”

‘‘TO THE RESIDENTS living 
by Eastview trailer park. Move. You 

bought close to there, 
knowing the park was 
there and has been 
there for many years. 
That’s like moving next 
to a McDonald’s and 

telling the city to close the McDon-
ald’s down once you moved in.” 

‘‘DID ANYONE ELSE notice that 
there were no American flags at the 
DNC the first night? This conven-
tion is taking place in Philadelphia 
where we have the Constitution and 
the Liberty Bell, so where were the 
American flags being displayed?’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT
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Municipal clerks gear 
up for election day
nMost expect just an 
average voter turnout
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Area municipal clerks are gearing 
up for another busy election day — the 
Aug. 2 Primary Election. 
 The Tri-County Times asked the 
clerks to provide some details on reg-
istered voters, absentee ballots, history 
on voter turnout and more. 

See ELECTION on 9

One lane to 
open soon on 
Lahring Road
nTemporary signal 
will factor in peak 
travel times
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(MDOT) is working on in-
stalling temporary signals 
that will allow it to maintain 
a single lane of alternating 
traffic on Lahring Road 
over U.S. 23 in Fenton 
Township.

On June 17, the Lahring 
Road bridge was struck by a 
tractor-trailer hauling excavat-
ing equipment, resulting in 
extensive damage to five of 
the eight beams on the bridge.

See LAHRING on 7

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

The Lahring Road bridge 
over U.S. 23 in Fenton 
Township has been closed 
since mid-June, after it was 
damaged by a driver haul-
ing heavy equipment. 

By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 Chris Swanson of Fenton Township hopes 
to add a new title to his resume, vying for a top 
spot in Men’s Health magazine’s “Ultimate 
Guy Challenge.”

 This Challenge recognizes men over age 
18 who are at the top of their game, including 
their professional life, community service, 
commitment to health and wellness, etc. 
The top nine contestants are selected by the 

See GUY on 8

n Fenton Township 
resident and 
Genesee County 
Undersheriff Chris 
Swanson is asking for 
your vote for Men’s 
Health Magazine 
“Ultimate Guy 
Challenge.” 

Is this lawman the ‘Ultimate Guy’?

nFamily reaches 
out to community 
for prayers, support
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 
810-433-6786

Anyone who has 
followed the Lake 
Fenton High School 
varsity cheerleading 
teams over the years, 
knows who Howard 
Schrock is. The team 

won back-to-back 
Class C state champi-
onships in 2003 and 
2004 under the coach-
ing of Schrock and 
Tammy Beck.
 Anyone who lives 
on Lake Ponemah 
knows Schrock as the 
avid water skier and 
as a doting husband, 
father and grandfather 
of 11. 

See PRAYERS on 8

GOFUNDME.COM

Howard Schrock, who is holding one 
of his 11 grandchildren in this photo, 
is hospitalized with a broken neck.

nArea man asks 
for public’s vote  
in Men’s Health  
magazine’s contest 

Former LF coach breaks neck in 
Saturday morning bicycle crash

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Hundreds of local children cool off from the 90-degree weather on Tuesday by the fire hose 
of the Linden Fire Department. In what has become an annual just-for-fun tradition, the fire 
truck sprayed approximately 500 gallons per minute for an hour, starting at 2 p.m. 

‘‘The Detroit Lions’ ownership 
has many years of experience in 

the NFL but their efforts 
continue to fail. Hillary 
Clinton has many years 
of government experi-
ence but she also con-
tinues to be a failure. 

Being an experienced failure is not 
a qualification to be president.”

‘‘Thanks for the article on the 
Khans. I have known a Muslim 

family for over 30 
years and because 
they appreciate so 
much what many 
‘long-term Americans’ 
take for granted they 

are in many ways an inspirational 
reminder to me of what America 
is supposed to be about.”

‘‘If Democrats came 
out in favor of oxygen, the 

Republicans 
would suffocate. If 
Republicans sup-
ported abortion, 
Planned Parent-
hood would not 

exist. Our leaders are like 
children on the playground.”

‘‘Can’t help but notice 
that those who yell the loud-
est about gun control are 
surrounded by dozens of 
bodyguards with guns who 
protect them.’’

COMMENT 
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North American 
Int’l Auto Show 
starts Monday
nLocal dealerships 
looking forward to 
checking out the newest, 
innovative designs
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Area auto enthusiasts are gearing up 
for another exciting North American 
International Auto Show (NAIAS). 
 The 2016 public event will be held Jan. 
16-24 at Cobo Conference /Exhibition 
Center in downtown Detroit.
 Local dealership representatives are 
looking forward to the showcase.
 Jeff Canever, new car sales manager 
for Vic Canever Chevrolet in Fenton, 
said, “I am looking forward to this year’s 
auto show very much — I wouldn’t miss 
it, especially this year.”
 Canever said he is very excited to 
see all the new technology that General 
Motors (GM) will have on display. 
 “I love technology and am so happy that 
GM continually strives to be leaders in its 

See AUTO SHOW on 6A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Falcon Motorsports founder Jeff Lemke (left) and Kevin McLaughlin try to troubleshoot an issue with the Falcon F7’s wiring 
in Holly Friday morning. A last-minute scramble is part of the auto show experience. This year was better than others in the 
past — Lemke and his crew were able to actually sleep a few hours each night leading up to the North American International 
Auto Show this weekend. 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

Last year, the all-electric Chevy Bolt 
debuted at the North American 
International Auto Show.

FALCON 
SPORTS CAR 

MADE IN HOLLY
HEADED TO AUTO SHOW  

SEE PAGE 20A
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PAINT YOUR 
WAY TO A 

NEW WINTER 
ATTITUDE

Michael LaJoice

nExperts to determine 
if teens are competent 
to stand trial
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 Psychological exams for two 
of three teens charged in connec-
tion to an alleged plot to carry 

out a shooting at Linden schools 
in October 2015 have been re-
scheduled for next Wednesday, 
Jan. 13, at the  Genesee County 
District Court. 
 Ryan Stevens, 18, of Lin-
den, along with co-defendants, 
Kody Brewer, 15, of Wolverine 
Lake and Lamarr Dukes, 15, of 

West Bloomfield, have been 
charged with conspiracy to 
commit first-degree premedi-
tated murder, a felony punish-
able by up to life in prison and 
false report or threat of terror-
ism, a felony punishable by up 
to 20 years in prison.

See COURT on 9A Ryan Stevens

Shooting plot suspect to be in court Wednesday

By Times Editorial Staff
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 In what will likely be a shocking turn of events 
for the Fenton community, the massive Riverview 
project slated to go where the old Topps produce 
market was located could be a bust. 
 Michael LaJoice, 36, owner of Chassé 
Ballroom & Latin Dance Studio and the 
developer of one of the largest projects ever 

to hit Fenton, was expected to be charged 
with embezzlement on Friday, Jan. 8, at the 
Oakland County 52-2 District Court. 
 LaJoice, who lives in Tyrone Township, 
has been in the Oakland County Jail since 
Wednesday when he turned himself in, ac-
cording to Oakland County Undersheriff 
Michael McCabe.

See LAJOICE on 5A

Riverview project developer jailed 
nDeveloper Michael Lajoice jailed, expected to be 
charged with embezzling $20 million from credit union

PAGE 3

Fenton yearbook 
finalist again for 
national awards

‘‘I certainly understand party 
loyalty, but please keep in mind 

our first loyalty should 
be to our family. Hillary 
represents the same old 
Washington elites that 
steal us blind and make 
us their slaves by con-

fiscating our hard-earned dollars. 
Vote for our children, anyone new 
would be an improvement.”

‘‘Hey America, call me crazy 
but wouldn’t it be a great idea 

if we had a debate 
some day where the 
candidates could only 
speak about the things 
they support, not the 
things they don’t sup-

port. Also, any candidate who in-
terrupts another candidate would 
be instantly DQ’d.” 

‘‘If we keep electing the 
same people who have been 
in office, we will keep getting 
the same results. The prob-
lems we face today won’t be 
resolved by the minds that 
created them.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT
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nPolling stations 
report higher 
numbers than 
previous years
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com
 Fenton Twp. — At Lake 
Fenton High School, voter 
traffic was steady at about 
8:30 a.m. Tuesday. Resi-
dents came in through the 
double doors and were ush-
ered past a map where they 
could verify their precinct.
 Inside, Thomas Broeck-
er, the township’s op-
erations manager/deputy 
clerk, and other election 
workers signed everyone 
in and sent them down to 
the music room to vote.
 “This is the busiest 
presidential primary that I 
remember,” said Broecker.
 Social media lit up like it 
was the general election, with 
photos of “I voted” stickers 
filling up news feeds.

See ELECTION on 10
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Alan Wilson (right) and his son, Bill, confirm their precincts before voting in the Presidential Primary Election 
at Lake Fenton High School Tuesday morning. Traffic was steady, and according to Thomas Broecker, the 
township’s operations manager/deputy clerk, it was busier than previous presidential primaries. 

Mistrial 
— again! 
nJudge rules fair 
trial is not possible 
for Mary Lou Bigford
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com
 A second trial for Mary 
Lou Bigford, 52, the woman 
accused of killing the father 
of her granddaughter, was 
scheduled to begin on Mon-
day, March 7. 
 But after five days of try-
ing to seat a jury the second 
trial ended in another mis-
trial shortly before noon on 
Monday. 
 According to themorn-
ingsun.com, “Judge Cham-
berlain declared a mistrial, 

See MISTRIAL on 13

nExotic zoo owners 
must seek Tyrone 
Township approval
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Tyrone Township officials have 
recently learned that it really is a 

Mary Lou Bigford

Shark, stingray and snakes — oh my!

Best turnout in decades for Primary Election?

Geese nest and 
egg destruction 
approved for  
Lake Fenton
The Fenton Town-
ship Board of Trustees 
approved a resolution 
supporting the Canada 
geese nest and egg 
destruction program 
for Lake Fenton in an 
attempt to control  
the population.

Page 6

‘It was one of our best shows ever’
nFenton Expo 2016 
sets attendance record
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 Good weather, entertaining ex-
hibitors and a smooth volunteer ef-
fort added up to a successful Fenton 
Community Expo this past weekend, 
March 5-6 at Fenton High School.
 “We clicked through almost 3,000 
visitors on Saturday, and crowds 
were strong on Sunday, too,” said 

See EXPO on 15

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

This year, the petting zoo was provided by Carousel Acres, 
and is always a highlight for children and adults. 

Supe’s Exotic 
Jungle features an 
endangered ring-

tailed lemur.

“jungle out there.”
 “Out there” being on Hart-
land Road, between Gordan 
and Germany roads, where 
Supe’s Exotic Jungle has been 
operating since 2011. It started 
as a small pet business, but in 
2015 evolved into educational 

See ZOO on 7
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‘‘Liberals are made, not born. 
Unionized teachers teach liberal-

ism from first grade on. 
Nine out of 10 college 
professors are ultra 
liberal. All of them are 
authority figures with 
a captive audience, 

indoctrinating their students, the 
future ‘99-percenters.’”

‘‘I wish Drew Shapiro 
would run for mayor of Fenton 

rather than county 
commissioner. We 
certainly need a 
changing of the 
guard here. We 
are at a critical 

point in Fenton’s future.”

‘‘Seriously, the council and 
DDA let a candy store that has 
delighted tens of thousands of 
visitors to Fenton for years just 
ride off into the sunset so that you 
can build another parking lot? Not 
to mention the thousands of kids 
who love it there. Nicely done.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
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Flint man 
arrested after
police chase

At 10:30 p.m. on Sat-
urday, April 30, a brief 
police chase through 
Fenton city streets end-
ed with a 21-year-old 
Flint man crashing his 
silver Dodge Intrepid into 
a utility pole on Silver 
Lake Road near U.S. 23.

Consumers Energy and 
the Genesee County Road 
Commission were called 

to repair the 
traffic light, 
which fell to 
the ground.   
 F e n t o n  
Police Chief 
Rick Aro 
said a pa-
trol officer 
attempted to 

pull over the car after ob-
serving a traffic violation. 

Rather than stopping, 
the driver kept going. At 
one point, the officer lost 
view of the car. Shortly 
after that, the car crashed 
into the pole. The en-
trapped driver was injured 
and transported to Gene-
sys Health Park in Grand 

See CHASE on 5

Listen to 

AUDIO 

of this 
police chase
www.tctimes.com

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

Fenton school officials hope 
to have a permanent superinten-
dent in place by July 1. 

In March, the board hired the 
Michigan Association of School 

Boards (MASB) to assist with 
the search.
 MASB sought community 
input last month on the leader-
ship style and characteristics 
they would like to see in their

See INTERVIEWS on 7
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Linden High School students dance and sing to “679” by Fetty Wap at their prom Saturday night at Signature Chop House in Flushing. The 
cool, rainy weather kept the teens crammed inside the venue, instead of using the outdoor seating and patio areas. This past weekend 
kicked off prom season in the tri-county area. See more photos at tctimes.com.

Prom
Linden

SEE MORE PHOTOS
AT TCTIMES.COM

New superintendent interviews set for next week

n The Fenton Board of Education 
will meet during a public work-
session on Thursday, May 5, to 
complete interview questions and 
select six candidates from a pool 
of 25 applicants. Actual interviews 
will take place May 10 and 11.

Fenton superintendent interview schedule
• Three interviews on Tuesday, May 10, at 6, 7 and 8 p.m.

• Three interviews on Wednesday, May 11, at 6, 7 and 8 p.m.

• Interviews will be held at the Fenton Area Public Schools 
administration building, 3100 Owen Road, Fenton. Interviews 
will take place during a regular school board meeting open to 
the public. 

nFenton school board to interview six candidates

Byron man charged with bank robbery
nSuspect captured after
attempting to flee on bicycle

Jeffrey Wayne Robinson, 42, 
of Byron has been charged with 
bank robbery.

At approximately 1:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, April 27, an un-
known suspect, later identified 
as Robinson, allegedly robbed 

Jeffrey Wayne 
Robinson

the Chase bank in Byron. 
 Robinson reportedly fled the 
scene on bicycle. 
 The Shiawassee County 
Sheriff’s Office responded to 
the bank to investigate. 
 Due to information learned 
during the sheriff’s investiga-
tion, the White Lake Police 

See ROBBERY on 2

Fenton man  
scammed out of $500
nPolice warn of IRS phone scam
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786

A 50-year-old Fenton man is out $500 after 
falling victim to a phone scam.

Lt. Jason Slater of the Fenton Police De-
partment said the man reported to police that 
he received a phone call at approximately

See IRS SCAM on 6

Dancing the night away...

PAGE 3

Flower season 
begins with 

Mother’s Day 
Weekend

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 2016VOL. 23 NO. XVIII 2012 - 2013 - 2014 NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

Midweek 
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Freedom 
Festival kicks 
off Friday
Fenton hosts 
its 26th 
annual event 
this holiday 
weekend.

Page 7

Fenton 
area issues 
burning bans
Parched lawns, 
extreme dry 
conditions 
prompt ban on 
campfires until 
further notice.

Page 13

PAGE 11

THE THEORY 
BEHIND 

‘WHY WE 
SWEAR’
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‘‘Charter Communications 
is a big rip-off.  You get force-

fed channels you 
don’t want and they 
incrementally raise 
your rate.  Charter 
is a monopoly and 
takes advantage of 

people since you are not able 
to order only the channels you 
want or actually need.” 

‘‘Pay attention to what Great 
Britain did in leaving the Euro-

pean Union and its 
insane border policies. 
Finally, world lead-
ers are fighting back 
against the liberal/pro-
gressive agenda that 

is societal suicide. The EU will 
cease to exist in one year. That’s 
a good thing.”

‘‘No one is going to stand 
up at your funeral and say, 
‘She had really nice furniture 
and shoes to kill for.’ Don’t 
make your life about materi-
alistic crap. Remember, little 
eyes are watching.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

nBody struck by second 
train after laying on 
tracks for 14 hours 
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786

Argentine Township police reported 

Monday that a man who was struck and 
killed by a train on Saturday, June 25 was a 
41-year-old Louisiana resident.
 According to police, the man was walk-
ing along the tracks between Hogan and 
Lahring Road when he was struck by a 
train at 3:40 a.m. on Saturday. No one 
knew the man had been struck and there 

are no residents nearby who would have 
heard anything. The accident occurred in 
an undeveloped wooded area about half-
way between Hogan and Lahring roads.
 When the next CN train passed through 
the area just after 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
train workers spotted the man, already 

See TRAINS on 15

‘Slender Man’ 
arrested after 
joke gone bad
nPolice respond to 
reports of ‘shots fired’ 
at a Linden house 
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

Slender Man was appre-
hended by Linden police 
this past weekend. 

On Friday night, June 
24, men were inside a home 
in the 900 block of Bridge 
Street, remodeling the house, 
according to Linden Police 
Chief Scott Sutter.  

A man dressed in a Slender 
Man costume, an internet-

See SLENDER MAN on 8

The online character, ‘Slen-
der Man’ is a thin and un-
naturally tall man, with blank 
features wearing a black suit. 
He’s known for scaring and 
traumatizing people.

River Fest a huge success

Louisiana man run over by two trains

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Sanibel Stack, 8, paddles her way to victory in the second annual cardboard boat regatta at Fenton River Fest on Saturday. This event 
raises money for The Keepers of the Shiawassee, which maintains the river in the tri-county area. See story and photo on Page 15.

PAGE 8

TOMEK-EASTERN 
FIRST-GRADERS 

SHARE THE ‘LOVE’ 
WITH VALENTINE 

GRAMS

‘‘Conservatives should note 
that our unemployment rate is 

under 5 percent right 
now according to 
statistics. That doesn’t 
happen without sound 
and effective policies. 
I wish we could elect 

President Obama for a third term. 
America is finally on the rise again.”

‘‘Seriously, a mild snowfall 
of 4 inches, no wind, no ice 

and we close our 
schools? Who is 
making the call on 
this, the teachers 
union? Whoever 
made that deci-

sion should be fired. What 
a bunch of scaredy-cats we 
have become.”

‘‘How much does it cost our 
nation to close down and pay 
everybody for President’s Day and 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day? Two days 
off within 30 days for no reason in 
the world. Meanwhile, the people 
paying the government employees 
work both days. What a crock.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

n200 brave the icy 
water of Lake Fenton
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Fenton Twp. — Some 
wore superhero costumes, 
some dressed as Smurfs, and 
some only wore a Speedo 
when plunging into Lake 
Fenton at the Moose Lodge 
on Saturday, raising $65,000 
in the annual Polar Plunge for 
Special Olympics.
 Onlookers said it was 
crazy to jump into freezing 
cold water in February, but 
astonishment turned to ap-
preciation when plungers and 
onlookers met with Special 
Olympics athletes afterward,

See PLUNGERS on 6

‘‘ The fundraising here 
means more athletes are able 
to compete and participate in 
state summer games, state 

winter games.’’Pat Peters
Special Olympics area 13 director

n On Monday 
afternoon, 
Fenton Area 
Public Schools 
administrators 
took part in active 
shooter training, 
facilitated by the 
Michigan State 
Police.

By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Fenton — Class was just let-
ting out and the hallway was filled 
with students heading to their next 
destination. 
 That’s when shots rang out, and 
from around the corner sprinted a 
person carrying two guns aimed at 
the backs of the students, who began fleeing to a safe zone.

See ACTIVE SHOOTER on 7

‘‘ ...we have 
to be prepared 
if something 
happens.’’Mike Bakker 

Fenton Area Public Schools
athletic director 
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Fenton AGS Principal 
Heidi Ciesielski 
charges after other 
administrators as 
the “shooter” on 
Monday during an 
active shooter 
simulation.

Fenton school administrators 
train for active shooter situation

Plungers raise over $65,000 for Special Olympics

Testing shows Linden 
water safe to drink
Amidst the Flint water 
crisis, Linden residents and 
businesses can rest assured 
their drinking water is free 
from harmful levels of lead. 

 Page 2

Still searching for Randa 
Jawhari, seven years later
Randa Jawhari went missing in 
February 2009 at the age of 42. If 
anyone has information about her 
disappearance, they are asked to call 
Fenton police at (810) 629-5311.

Page 10
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Duane Elling of Fenton 
makes his way through the 
icy water after jumping for 
the first time in the Polar 
Plunge on Satuday. The 
event raised money for the 
Special Olympics.

Midweek 
$1.00

‘‘Good lord, I quizzed my 
kids on American history at the 

dinner table and was 
absolutely amazed at 
their lack of knowledge 
about their country. Try 
it yourself, who is the VP, 
name the three branch-

es of government, who did we fight 
in WWII? It is frightening.”

‘‘Safety at the expense of 
liberty is unacceptable. Patrick 

Henry said ‘give me 
liberty or give me 
death.’ We have 
done our children 
a great disservice 
by not instilling in 

them a strong understanding of 
American history.”

‘‘Here’s a question; 
what has America become 
when liberal agendas make 
it controversial to keep 
grown men and boys out of 
the girls bathrooms?’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

nPopulation 
soaring since ban 
of DDT pesticide
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

 Little dogs beware. The bald 
eagle population is back on the rise 
in Michigan. 
 Fifty years ago, only 38 percent 
of bald eagles in Michigan were 
able to raise a single chick, accord-
ing to the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources. 

 Productivity must be at least 70 per-
cent for the population to remain stable, 
and the eagles’ low survival rate 
landed America’s national bird on 
the endangered species list in 1973. 
 The population is on the rise 
again, however, according to DNR 

See EAGLES on 7

nDDA budgets $20,000 to 
tear down Fenton founder’s 
original structure
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 It is reported to be the oldest 
existing building in Fenton — 
but not for long.

 In a March 24 memo regard-
ing the 2017 and 2018 Down-
town Development Authority 
(DDA) budgets, Mike Burns, 
assistant city manager and DDA 
director, said he amended the 
2016 budget to include $20,000 
for the demolition of 106 West 

See DEMOLISHED on 8

Lessons 
learned
nLinden woman offsets 
engineering career by 
learning viola
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

While she’s past the age people 
typically learn to play musical in-
struments, one Linden resident is 
learning to play the viola. 

Diana Voges, a software engineer at 
General Motors, said, “While I’m prac-
ticing, I’m not thinking about work, I’m 
not thinking about the grocery list. All 
I’m thinking about is learning what’s 
in front of me,” she said. 

See VIOLA on 12

‘‘ Thirty years ago I 
started with ‘Twinkle, 

Twinkle Little Star’ with 
the violin, and I started 
with ‘Twinkle, Twinkle 

Little Star’ for the viola.’’Diana Voges
Linden music student, 

General Motors software engineer

Bald eagles abound in Fenton area

Midweek 
$1.00
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Diana Voges of Linden receives tuning assistance from instructor Joe Snider before her viola lesson at A Joyful Noise Music Studio 
on March 26. Voges chose the viola because she prefers the lower tone range it covers, compared to a violin.   

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

The Fenton DDA has 
budgeted $20,000 to tear 
down 106 West Shiawassee 
Ave., most recently occupied 
by the Rex Todd Rogers 
Design Studio. It is believed 
to be the oldest structure in 
the city of Fenton. 

Oldest building in Fenton to be demolished

PAGE 6

RUNNING 
FOR THEIR

LIVES
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‘‘I love the public art 
pieces in downtown. Great 

job DDA. Don’t 
let the negative 
comments dis-
courage you. 
The downtown 
looks awe-
some.”

‘‘I hope that someone can explain 
to the Japanese that Obama does not 
speak for all Americans. They should 
listen to the memories of those people 
who were at Pearl Harbor when Japan 
started WWII with us.’’

‘‘Hey, Tri-County 
Times, could you 

please put a 
detailed map 
in the paper 
of where 
this bike trail 
is going to 
be?”

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK
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Members of local Boy Scout troops carry an American Flag along the Fenton Memorial Day Parade route on Monday, turning toward Oakwood Cemetery. The Scouts carry 
the flag every year, drawing salutes as they walk.

Tubbs false 
pretenses trial 
set for October
nFormer Fenton real 
estate agent also faces 
August trial for larceny 
by conversion
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Thomas (Tommy) Tubbs, 45, of 
Grand Blanc, the former Fenton real 

Thomas Tubbs

Planning Commission 
approves taco stand, 
speakeasy
nOriginal approved plan from 
2015 called for barber shop
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 The Fenton Planning Commission has 
approved the revised parking and site plan 
for the Mill Street property that will house 
a new take-out taco stand and speakeasy. 
 The speakeasy will be hidden in the 
back like the “blind pig” taverns during 
the Prohibition years. 

See SPEAKEASY on 11

nOther states have seen 
success with easing traffic 
and generating revenue 
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 When traveling into Ohio or Pennsylvania, 

the highways are usually in better condition 
and the rest stops are nicer. 
 Unlike Michigan, those states have 
toll roads.
 Why doesn’t Michigan have any?
 Toll roads have been proven to be 
safer, help pay construction costs, and 

ease traffic, according to the International 
Bridge, Tunnel, and Turnpike Association.
 The biggest toll roads also make 
billions in revenue. 
 According to the Michigan Department 
of Transportation (MDOT), Michigan has

See TOLL ROADS on 10

Memorial Day Parade in Fenton

Are toll roads a feasible option for Michigan?

Michigan does not have toll roads 
because for decades they were not 
needed. However, they might be a more 
attractive option in the future. 

See Memorial Day 
photos on 3

estate agent accused of real estate 
fraud, was bound over to Genesee 
County Circuit Court on May 6.

 Tubbs posted a $100,000 
cash/surety bond the same day.
 According to Genesee 
County Circuit Court records, 
the prosecution on May 16 filed 
a demand for mandatory dis-
closure by the defense attorney. 
 On May 23, a jury trial was 
scheduled to take place on Oct. 
18 at 1:30 p.m. 

 Tubbs, who worked for Century 
21 Woodland (formerly Century 21 
ParkPlace) in Fenton, has been 

See TRIAL SET on 5

‘‘When Mitt Romney was a 
candidate for president, the press 

went wild about an $800 
blouse his wife was 
wearing. Not surprisingly, 
the mainstream media 
looked the other way 
last week when Hillary 

Clinton wore a $12,500 Giorgio 
Armani jacket while giving a speech 
on ‘income inequality.’

‘‘The greatest threat to 
our freedom is not from a 

foreign country 
or from terror-
ism, it is voter 
apathy. Please 
exercise your 
right to vote on 

Tuesday, and in November.

‘‘The Hot line blaming Hillary 
because she could not con-

trol her husband’s 
behavior has a lot of 
women roaring with 
laughter. If there were 
a woman who could 
control her husband, 

she would make a zillion dollars 
selling her methods.”

‘‘Fenton is becoming one 
of southeast Michigan’s most 
attractive cities. Pick any night 
of the week, drive LeRoy, and 
see all of the youth, diversity 
and business growth. Keep 
welcoming all types with open 
arms.’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEKTEXT 

YOUR 
HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

nArea attracting 
variety of new, 
unique retailers
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

Local residents can look for-
ward to several more shopping 
options, trendy office space and 
more restaurants with all the new 
businesses coming to Fenton. 

The majority of the new  

stores being constructed next 
to Target are planning Septem-
ber openings.
 They include Ulta Salon, 
Cosmetics & Fragrance, Inc., 
a chain of beauty stores in the 
United States. Ulta Beauty 
carries co smetics and sk in-
care brands, men’s and wom-
en’s fragrances, and hair care 
products. Each store is also 
equipped with a salon. The 
company is headquartered in 
Bolingbrook, Illinois.

 Maurice’s will also be opening 
some time in September , and 
will give local ladies another op-
tion for fashion and accessories.
 With more than 900 locations 
throughout the United States and 
Canada, Maurice’s is a specialty 
women’s clothing store that will 
offer a variety of styles and sizes 
ranging from 1 to 24.
 Famous Footwear is the third 
store next to T arget expected 
to open in September . This  

See BUSINESS on 16A

Grand Blanc 
woman 
charged 
with murder
nFormer Linden 
woman on life  
support, her  
co-worker killed 
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786

Former Linde n residen t 
Lyric Work, 20, remains on 
life support Friday at Hurley 
Medical Center in Flint, after 
being shot in the head while 
working at the leasing office 
at Grand Oaks Apartments 
in Grand Blanc on Tuesday, 
July 26. 

Work’s co-worker Tamara 
Johnson, 45, of Mt. Morris 
was killed.

See MURDER on 20A

nMany races decided 
by Primary Election
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 On Tuesday, Aug. 2, area vot-

ers will decide which candidates 
will win some races, and choose 
the others who will move on to 
the November elections.
 Complete local election cov -
erage can be found on the T ri-

County Times website — www.
tctimes.com.
 Just click on “2016 Primary 
Election coverage” at the top of 
the homepage and learn about 

See VOTE on 6A

Business is booming in Fenton

Don’t forget to vote on Tuesday

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Harish ‘Harry’ Vekaria has been in Fenton for 31 years. “This town has been good to us,” said the Indian-born business owner. Vekaria 
is not planning to leave his downtown location at anytime in the foreseeable future. See story on Page 9A

Vek’s Auto Service
ICONIC DOWNTOWN 
BUSINESS IS HERE 

TO STAY!

Weekend 
SUNDAY EDITIONPage 1B

Sip your 
way through 
Michigan’s 

wine country.
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Newly constructed storefronts 
near Target will include an 

Ulta Beauty retailer.

PHOTO: ABC12

Jacquelyne Faye Tyson is 
charged with first-degree, 
premeditated murder, as-
sault with intent to murder 
and two counts of felony 
firearm. She is lodged in the 
Genesee County Jail. 
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‘‘Seems to me that all the can-
didates for president in the 2016 

election are liars, cheats 
and thieves. If this is 
the best that America 
can offer as presidential 
candidates we are in 
real trouble. Where are 

candidates of morality and honor?”

‘‘Why would anyone want to 
listen to the political views of their 

favorite actor any more 
than they would want 
to hear the politicial 
views of my favorite 
plumber?” ‘‘Am I the only reader 

who thought the Riverview 
project smelled badly from 
the beginning? The finan-
cials were alarmingly sus-
pect for such an ambitious 
undertaking.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK
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THE MAGIC 
OF MAGIC

Why nobody  
is winning  
the lottery
nPowerball number 
structure changed due 
to slumping sales
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Tonight’s Powerball jack-
pot is an astronomical $1.5 
billion! 
 This, after no one hit the 
winning numbers in the Sat-
urday, Jan. 9 jackpot, which 
reached $800 million. 
 Never in U.S. history has 
a lottery jackpot climbed 
that high — and there is a 
reason for it. 
 According to powerball.
com, starting with the Oct. 
7, 2015 game, the number of 
white balls went up from 59 
to 69, while the number of 

See POWERBALL on 7

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Scores of volunteers searched for six days, flyers 
were distributed, a reward was offered, a helicopter 
was commissioned and drones were sent into the 
air — but at the end of the day it was the Mt. Holly 
Ski Patrol that spotted the elusive pooch.

Perry found safe and sound
nTimes’ Facebook 
‘lost and found’ 
reunites many pets 
with their owners

 According to Sandy Cohen, a volunteer with 
Compass Dog Rescue in Royal Oak, Perry was 
found Friday, Jan. 8, around 1 p.m. 
 “He was spotted by the ski patrol at Mt. 
Holly,” Cohen said. “Somebody saw him run-
ning up the hill and chased him to one of the 
ski lifts, under which he apparently had been 
hiding and staying out of the cold,” she added.

See PERRY on 5

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 A check of the city of Fenton’s property 
records reveal that Michael LaJoice pur-
chased seven properties since June 2015, 
for a total of $2,466,500. 
 In addition to the proposed Riverview site, 
the other properties are adjacent to or very 
near the Riverview site at 225 West Caroline. 
 Perhaps the most well-known house on 
Adelaide now owned by LaJoice, is the 
home once owned and occupied by the 

late Nancy Stockham, who was the social 
worker for the city of Fenton for decades. 
That house and property at 229 South 
Adelaide St. was purchased by LaJoice 
for $275,000. The assessed value for the 
property is $54,800, making a reasonable 
sale of that home approximately $109,000. 
 It is unlikely that the former Stockham 
home would appraise today for a $275,000 
bank loan, leaving some to speculate that 
LaJoice purchased it to tear down.
 The other properties he purchased include 

the intended Riverview site at 225 West 
Caroline, which he purchased for $1.2 mil-
lion. They also include 125 South Adelaide 
(vacant land), which was part of the 225 
West Caroline purchase. The rest are 219 
South Adelaide for $375,000, 116 Mill for 
$197,000, 108 South LeRoy for $269,500, 
and 225 South Adelaide for $150,000. 
 All of the purchases far exceed the 
assessed values, according to the city’s 
website. Winter taxes are owed on all of 
the properties. 

LaJoice spent nearly $2.5 million buying Fenton properties in last six months

LaJoice remains in jail
nLocal attorney Michael 
Manley takes on $20 million 
embezzlement case
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 Rather than showing up for work as 
a chief financial officer at the Brandon-
Clarkston Community Credit Union, or 
tending to duties associated with running 
LaJoice Properties and Chassé Ballroom 

and Latin Dance Studio in Fenton, Michael 
LaJoice has been spending his days and 
nights in the Oakland County Jail. 
 LaJoice, 36, of Tyrone Township turned 
himself in at the jail on Wednesday, Jan. 6, 
following an audit at the credit union on Mon-
day. LaJoice reportedly told law enforcement 
that he embezzled approximately $20 million 
from this credit union over the past 12 years. 
 According to the credit union, he had 
been chief financial officer (CFO) there 
since June 2015.
 On Friday, Jan. 8, LaJoice was arraigned 
on 14 felony counts of embezzlement, each 
count in excess of $100,000. Magistrate Dan-

iel Schouman set a $1 million cash bond and 
ordered an electronic tether if bond is posted. 
In the event that he is released, the court also 
ordered that he surrender his driver’s license 
and passport and to have no contact with the 
credit union where 
he was employed.
 With no attorney 
present during his 
video arraignment 
from the jail, a “not 
guilty” plea was 
made on LaJoice’s 
behalf.  
See LAJOICE on 6
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Ahead of the expansive Riverview project, LaJoice Properties, LLC purchased several homes around the site of the future project, many 
of which are occupied. With owner Michael LaJoice charged with embezzlement, the future status of the ownership is unclear. The home 
above, purchased by LaJoice Properties, was previously owned by the late Nancy Stockham, who was a social worker in Fenton for decades.

‘‘ ...we plan 
on vigorously 
defending Mr. 
LaJoice.’’Michael Manley
Michael LaJoice’s  
defense attorney
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‘‘I’m glad the King column 
moved to the Wednesday edition 

of the Times. His 
ideas and opinions 
promote everything 
from good parenting 
to responsible govern-
ment at all levels. 

Even my kids read it.  His column 
alone is worth the price of a sub-
scription. Long live the King.”

‘‘Andy Heller is the best 
thing that ever happened to 

your newspaper. 
I have followed 
his columns for 
20 years in The 
Flint Journal. His 
entertaining and 

humorous outlook on life is a 
breath of fresh air. Welcome 
to Fenton Andy, we love you!”

‘‘Fenton police, please stop 
people from parking on South 

LeRoy at South 
Holly Road. LeRoy 
becomes less wide 
with each block. 
Two-way traffic has to 
stop when they park 

there. The same for the traffic on 
Elizabeth and Adelaide. Enforce 
the damn parking laws.”

‘‘Here we go again. TV 
commercials are once again 
becoming much louder than the 
programs. Didn’t they pass a law 
against that a few years ago? 
This is just one of the many rea-
sons network TV will not exist in a 
few years. Good riddance.’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

nHagermans of Fenton 
Township committed to 
resurgence of Flint
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 The Flint water crisis may be 
among the worst catastrophes to 
ever hit the city, but it will also pro-
vide opportunities never available 
before to turn Flint around.
 That’s the view of Fenton 
Township residents Phil and 
Jocelyn Hagerman, who have 
substantial business and real 
estate investments in Flint — 
from Diplomat Pharmacy to the 
Dryden building downtown. 
 The Dryden building, formerly 

TRI-COUNTY
TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Phil and Jocelyn 
Hagerman 
of SkyPoint 

Ventures stand 
in a conference 

room of the 
Dryden Building 

in Downtown 
Flint. The Fenton 
Township couple 

is committed 
to promoting 

growth and 
development  in 

both Flint and 
Fenton.

‘Flint water crisis is an opportunity 
to turn this city around’

‘‘ It’s happening 
now. Flint’s 

resurgence is an 
ongoing story. Watch 

it unfold five years 
from now.’’Phil Hagerman

CEO of Diplomat Pharmacy in Flint

the Flint post office, is being reno-
vated as Hagerman Foundation 
headquarters and the offices of 
their investment and real estate 
company, SkyPoint Ventures. 
The Hagermans also own the 
Ferris building next door and a 
building located at 120 First St., 

See HAGERMAN on 11A

Clinton wins Oakland and 
Genesee counties, Trump 
takes Livingston
Area election results don't 
mirror statewide outcome.

Page 23A

Tyrone Township  
home destroyed by fire
Residents were away, 
three pets perished.

Page 22A
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Most know Duane J. Walden, 75, as “Fuzzy,” the bartender at Walden’s Lounge in Fenton for the past 57 years. He said St. 
Patrick’s Day is a lot like others, only busier. Tri-county area bartenders are getting ready for a ‘spirited’ Thursday night. 

See story on Page 9A

Fuzzy’s ready 
for  his 57th 

St. Paddy’s Day  
behind the bar 

Wife killer shows 
no remorse
Erich Wilfinger, who 
pleaded no contest to 
second-degree murder 
for killing his wife, Mar-
sha (Sargent) Wilfinger, 
has been sentenced to 
25 to 60 years in prison.

Page 9A

Fate of LaJoice 
proper ties still 
unresolved
Winter 2015 taxes 
and utility bills remain 
unpaid for the six 
properties Michael 
LaJoice owns near 
downtown Fenton.

Page 7A

Linden voters say 
‘yes’ to millage 
renewal
Voters in the Linden 
Community Schools 
district have voted 1,298 
to 448 to approve a 10-
year sinking fund millage 
renewal.

Page 6A

Weekend 
SUNDAY EDITION

PAGE 1B

Michigan is 
in the top three 
for number of 

registered 
boats.
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‘‘The city and the DDA 
welcome input and scrutiny by 

any and all citizens. 
As a former mem-
ber I recall many 
decisions that were 
made solely due 
to the will of the 

people.  That was, and I as-
sume still is, their job.”

‘‘I would like to thank 
the members of the DDA 

who unself-
ishly donate 
their time and 
expertise to help 
guide Fenton 
through the 

incredibly complex mission 
of making our downtown vi-
brant and beautiful again.”

‘‘The comment about students 
being brainwashed by liberal col-

lege professors is right 
on. I’m an MSU grad 
who quickly learned my 
first week as a fresh-
man not to voice my 
conservative opinions 

or I would be punished verbally and 
with a lower grade. Friends attend-
ing U of M said the same.”

‘‘If Trump wins in Novem-
ber, dozens of liberal celebrities 
have promised to leave America. 
Now that’s what I call a good 
start at ‘Making America Great 
Again.’’’
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MEET SUPER MOM

In-spired 
nNew church in Fenton 
raises spire to the sky 
last Wednesday
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282

Workers raised a new spire atop the 
brand new building of Trinity Luther-
an Church in Fenton on Wednesday, 
April 27, in a ceremony that was both 
symbolic and functional.

See SPIRE on 15A

 THE CHURCH MOUSE

Pastor Dean Dumbrille joined 
others in a bucket truck, carrying 
the cross to its final destination on 
top of the spire.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Tami Kromer laughs at a joke by her son, Ray, 19, during dinner on Tuesday. Her family includes husband Dave, two adopted 
children Josh, 10, Lydia, 7, two foster children and three biological children, Ray, Lillie, 13, and Dean, 18. See story on Page 8A

By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282

When most Kentucky Derby 
watchers are sitting on the edge 
of their seats Saturday for “The 
Greatest Two Minutes in Sports,” 

John Wentworth of Fenton Town-
ship will already know the out -
come of the  race st arring hi s 
racehorse, “Chocolate Ride.”
 This 6 -year-old ge lding has  
earned his way into his second 

Woodford Reserve Turf Classic, 
the race that immediately pre -
cedes the 142nd Kentucky Derby 
at Churchill Downs. The race will 
be televised on Saturday, May 7 at 

See DERBY on 20A

Fenton’s connection to Kentucky Derby 
TRI-COUNTY TIMES

SUBMITTED PHOTO

John Wentworth’s 
horse, Chocolate 

Ride, will compete 
in the race prior 
to the Kentucky 

Derby.

nJohn Wentworth’s ‘Chocolate Ride’ will race Saturday at Churchill Downs 

Three biological children, three adopted children and 27 foster children
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‘‘On this Fourth of July 
maybe it would be a good thing 

to remember that, 
regardless of politi-
cal leanings, we are 
all Americans and 
live in the wealthiest, 
fairest, most free 

and safe country in the world. 
Be proud to be an American. 
My country ’tis of thee…”

‘‘Bought a new flag for the 
Fourth of July at (local home 

improvement 
store) and when 
I got home I saw 
that it was made in 
China. Definition of 
hypocrisy: Fourth 

of July parade attendees 
proudly waving their American 
flags made in China.”

‘‘I think it would be a good 
policy for Fenton that individuals 

who own a business 
in the downtown 
area should not be 
members of the 
DDA. The recent 
controversy is not in 

the best interest of the citizens 
or the business owners.”

‘‘I have chickens and they 
are not dirty or smelly. They are 
productive and valued members 
of our family. Were Congress full 
of chickens instead of politi-
cians, our country would be in 
far better condition. To all you 
chicken bashers — cluck off.’’
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Area has high  
train fatality history
The tri-county area 
has seen numerous 
vehicle-train and 
pedestrian-train 
accidents over the 
past several decades. 

Page 5

Lahring Road 
bridge to be 
closed for months
Highly traveled 
overpass damaged 
when backhoe  
too tall to get under  
crashes into it.

Page 10

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

Dry conditions through-
out the month of June has led 
several area fire departments 
to issue bans on all outdoor 
burning. 

Whether fireworks will 
be banned for the upcom-
ing Fourth of July holiday 

weekend depends on the 
municipality. 
 The state fire marshal 
is considering a ban on 
fireworks statewide, which 
will make the local deci-
sions easy.
 Fenton Fire Chief Bob 
Cairnduff issued a ban on all 
outdoor burning until further 

State fireworks ban possible, but unlikely

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

Due to dry conditions, local municipalities have 
imposed bans on outdoor burning. Fireworks 
have been banned in some communities.

nDry conditions result in ‘burning bans’ notice. He said Wednesday 
that a ban on fireworks will 
have to come from state offi-
cials. As of press time Friday, 
no such state ban was issued. 

The village of Holly, on 
the other hand, has issued a 
ban on burning and fireworks. 
Regarding the state law, Vil-
lage Manager Jerry Walker 
said officials have consulted 
with the state fire marshal’s 

office and their attorney. 
Because the village has an 
ordinance in place, allowing 
the fire chief to declare an 
emergency and take what-
ever measures necessary to 
protect the public, the ban on 
fireworks is legal.
 Argentine Township issued 
a ban on all outdoor burning 
and fireworks on Wednesday.

See BAN on 9

Jury finds Deerfield 
Township couple 
guilty of child abuse
nReports say couple kept 
16-year-old adopted son 
isolated in the basement
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

A jury found a Deerfield Township 
couple guilty of second-degree child 
abuse on Tuesday for the mental and 
emotional abuse of their 16-year-old 
adopted son. The abuse took place over 
a three-year period. 

Authorities said that Eric and An-
gela Corcoran, both 43, kept the teen 
isolated in the basement where he ate 

See CHILD ABUSE on 6

Angela
Corcoran

Eric
Corcoran

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

Neighbors near Eric and Angela 
Corcoran’s home on Bennett Lake 
Road in Deerfield Township said they 
were unaware of any child abuse.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Bob Curtis of Burton puts his sunglasses on between songs at the Concerts in the Park event in downtown Fenton Thursday 
evening.  He is playing with the band, Magic 5. His daughter Kathryn Croteau (lower left) of Livonia brought her children to see their 
grandfather play for the first time. The concert took place along with the popular farmers market in downtown Fenton.

Concert in the park

For Fourth of July 
festivities and parade 

schedule visit 
www.tctimes.com Weekend 
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ONE WOMAN’S 
JOURNEY 

WITH ONLINE 
DATING
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‘‘Despite millions in profits and 
revenue, the NFL, NHL, and PGA Tour 

are classified as non-profit 
corporations, exempting 
their earnings from federal 
income taxes. They avoid 
paying millions in taxes 
despite the fact that they 

pay out mega-million-dollar salaries. 
Our government at work.”

‘‘Your article on Powers 
Catholic school failed to mention 

that students attend-
ing there pay tax dol-
lars for local schools. 
Also, athletes are 
recruited by Powers 
coaches, depleting 

the ability of local schools and 
are unable to compete on an 
equal footing with Powers.” 

‘‘President Obama, in just 
seven years, cut unemploy-

ment in half, tripled 
the stock market, 
slashed the deficit by 
three quarters and 
helped millions of 
Americans acquire 

healthcare. Imagine what he 
could have accomplished with 
the Republicans’ cooperation.”

‘‘Dying is a lot like fly-
ing. Sometimes it is easy, 
sometimes it is a pain, 
and you don’t always get 
where you want to go.’’
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By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Residents in the cities of Fenton and 
Linden, and the village of Holly, have 
little to fear when it comes to the water 
coming into their homes. 
 According to the most recent Water 
Quality Reports, the city of Linden shows 
zero lead in its water (tested in 2012). 
The village of Holly shows .003 parts per 

See WATER on 11A

Popular columnist 
joins the Times
nKing column moves 
to the midweek edition
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Today’s weekend edition of the Tri-
County Times marks the debut of columnist 
Andrew Heller on our editorial page.
 Heller is best known for his “Come 
Heller high water” column, which 
appeared in The Flint Journal from 1989 to 

See COLUMNIST on 15A

nBriona Jawhari 
died on Valentine’s 
Day 2011 from  
an overdose
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786

 More people died from drug 
overdoses in the United States 
in 2014 than during any previous 
year on record, according to 
a Centers of Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) report 
released in January.
 From 2000 to 2014, nearly 

half a million people in the 
United States died from drug 
overdoses. In 2014, there were 
approximately one and a half 
times more drug overdose deaths 
in the United States than deaths 
from motor vehicle crashes. 

See HEROIN on 6ABriona Jawhari

Heroin — it’s just not going away

WWW.UDEL.EDU

Shown here is heroin in powder and pill forms 
with balloons used for storing the drug.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

At Sweet Variations in Fenton, Theodora Shelley of Flint laughs with employee Kate Lefever, as owner Carol Schuler walks 
behind her. Lefever is packing candy for a sweetheart dance at Shelley’s church on Saturday.

  See story and more photos on Page 9A

Confections for affections

Details emerging 
in Linden school 
shooting plot
nTeen suspects in court 
for preliminary hearing 
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Flint — For the first time, all three 
suspects in the alleged shooting plot target-
ing Linden High 
School students 
were together in 
Genesee County 
District Court.
 Ryan Stevens, 
18, of Linden, 
Kody Brewer, 
15, of Wolverine 
Lake (formerly 
of Linden), and Lamarr Dukes, 15, of West 
Bloomfield, all appeared with their at-
torneys before Judge David Goggins 
Wednesday, Feb. 10.
 The teens have been charged with 
conspiracy to commit first-degree, pre-
meditated murder, a felony punishable 
by up to life in prison and false report or 
threat of terrorism, a felony punishable 
by up to 20 years in prison. 

See SHOOTING on 15A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Ryan Stevens, 18, sits as attorney Marc 
Hart addresses Judge David Goggins on 
Wednesday. Hart replaced attorney Ken-
neth Karasick in Stevens’ school shooting 
case and a child sexual conduct case.

‘‘ I Felt 
threatened, I 
was scared to 
go home.’’Witness to alleged 
shooting plot, 17

Fenton, Holly and Linden water quality reports 
show low levels of lead in municipal water

‘‘ ...The city of Fenton is 
responsible for providing 

high quality drinking 
water, but cannot control 
the variety of materials 

used in plumbing 
components...’’2014 Water Quality Report

City of Fenton
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‘‘How can the govern-
ment have any say what-
soever regarding a private 
business and how much it 
offers to pay an employee 
for doing a particular 
job? Everyone knows that 
nearly all government em-
ployees are underworked 
and overpaid. Are we now 
living in Russia?”

‘‘I was just reading the 
article ‘Do you lie to save 

money.’ Of 
course you do. 
If you’re honest 
with the govern-
ment, they’re 
going to screw, 

blue and tattoo you. You 
have to lie. That’s what our 
government does.”

‘‘Please stop freaking out 
about trash bins. There are many 

people in the world 
who go to bed hun-
gry, are dying from 
illness, or can’t pay 
their bills. Put things 
in perspective. We 

are already blessed just by living 
in an affluent, safe, wonderful 
community like Fenton.” 

‘‘Another 
coyote 
sighting near 
downtown 
Linden by 
Tickner Street. 
Just an FYI. 
Watch your 
little pets.”

‘‘Here is something the 
King left out of his article. If 
our corrupt, greedy, power-
hungry government has the 
power to mandate minimum 
wages, it also has the power 
to mandate maximum wages. 
Think about that.’’
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Michigan  
residents taxed 
to the max
We pay $1,500 more 
each year in taxes 
than the average U.S. 
household.

Page 11A

The plight of the 
honey bee
Local beekeepers are 
hoping their bees will 
survive next winter, 
after losing all of the 
pollinators this past 
winter due to harsh 
weather conditions. 

Page 8A

IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION!
Two Social Security 
options phasing 
out on April 29
Difference could be 
up to $60,000 in your 
benefits if you do not 
act before April 30.
Page 6A

nControversial 
decision by DDA irks 
many residents
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

“We hope this is not the begin-
ning of the end of Dibbleville 

as we know it,” said Ken and 
Donna Seger of the Fenton 
Historical Society.
 They are referring to news re -
leased this week about 106 West 
Shiawassee Ave., the oldest build-
ing in Fenton, and the Downtown 
Development Authority’s (DDA) 
plans to tear it down. 

 The DDA  has budgeted 
$20,000 for the demolition. 
Bids for the demolition are due 
by May 2.
 “We a re very d isappointed 
that the old hotel is being de -
molished,” the Segers. “W e 
never thought it would touch 

See DEMOLITION on 10A

‘‘ After that I 
decided to move 
my business out 

of town, and  
I did.’’Brad Hawks

Hicks Photography Studio owner

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Al Zadony, 74, bags groceries at VG’s Grocery on Silver Parkway in Fenton Wednesday. Zadony has great rapport with associates and 
customers, infusing humor into his job, which includes bagging and taking groceries out for customers. “I really like it,” he said. He 
enjoys working with people, which he wasn’t able to do as much in his career in the building business.

Historical Fenton building facing demolition

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

On Friday, Teresa Doan of the Fenton 
Historical Society, protests the planned 
razing of 106 W. Shiawassee in Fenton.  

Paper or 
plastic?
nSenior baggers ask 
that question hundreds 
of times daily as vital  
part of VG’s workforce 
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282

Don’t be surprised if the person 
who helps you out to your car with 
your groceries is older than you are.

“At least 35 percent of our 200 
employers are over 50,” said Chris 
Palmer, assistant store manager at  
VG’s Grocery in on Silver Parkway 
in Fenton. “We’ve got older work-
ers across the board, from baggers 
to deli workers and produce.”

More and more seniors are 
extending their working lives, or 
going back to work after the thrill 
of retirement wears off.

See BAGGERS on 20A

‘‘ I got tired of TV, 
the couch and books. 
I’m a personable guy, 

so this job works  
for me.’’Bob Roberts

71-year-old bagger at VG’s Grocery

LIVING
Senior
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Weekend
ning of the end of Dibbleville 

Development Authority’s (DDA) 
plans to tear it down. 

never thought it would touch 
See 

PAGE 16A

LAKE FENTON’S 
HILLGER IS

WRESTLER OF 
THE YEAR, AGAIN

‘‘To the person with 
the Trump sign who said 

he isn’t a racist 
or a bigot. If he 
is eating what 
Trump is cook-
ing and sup-
ports him, look 

in the mirror and you will 
see a racist and a bigot.”

‘‘My compliments to 
Consumers Power for buy-

ing a fleet of 
American made 
vehicles in-
stead of foreign 
vehicles. You 
are a patriotic 

company and we veterans 
appreciate that.”

‘‘In regards to the artists’ 
work around town, I’m not 

especially into that, 
but I’m sure the artist 
wouldn’t under-
stand why I wear the 
clothes I do, or the 
house and furniture 

I chose, or the way I wear my 
hair. To each his own. We all see 
things in a different way.”

‘‘It’s rewarding to know that ‘we the 
people’ have finally taken the first step, 
recognizing we have a problem. When 
your elected officials, whether it be local 
and appointed, state or national, have 
stopped doing the people’s bidding, it’s 
time for the next step.’’

TexT 
your 

hoT line
810-771-TEXT

Times exclusive sTory:Still gasoline 
in downtown 
Linden’s 
groundwater 
nRemediation 
process could cost 
business $380,000
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 The Michigan Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) denied Bea-
con and Bridge’s final as-
sessment concerning the 
underground gasoline leak 
that was detected nearly two 
years ago. 
 Owner of Beacon & Bridge 
Gas Station in downtown 
Linden, Quick-Sav Food 
Stores, Ltd. in Flint, submit-
ted the final assessment report 

See leak on 15A

‘‘ The groundwater 
is contaminated.’’Marjorie Easton
Department of Environmental Quality 

environmental quality analyst 
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Could this device 
really eliminate 
ability to text 
and drive?
nNew product to be 
available this month
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 What if there was a 100 
percent, foolproof way of keep-
ing teens — or anyone for that 
matter — from risking their 
lives and the lives of others by 
texting and driving?

See device on 12A

The DriveCare 
device, which 
should be 
available to the 
public by the end 
of this month, 
is aimed at 
preventing texting 
and driving.TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Contractors with Davis Construction are working on the final aspects of the Silver Lake Road bridge 
reconstruction project in Fenton. The project is on schedule and Silver Lake Road should be open 
to traffic by July 1. See story on Page 2A.

Silver Lake Road bridge to open by July 1st

commenT 
of The week

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO 

Sailors in the 2016 MC Scow Masters Champion-
ship, race along the half-mile course during the first 
race of seven on Lake Fenton on Thursday. 

nShooter charged with 
premeditated murder
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 Family, friends and the community are mourning 
the loss of two women who were shot and killed 
while they worked at their job as leasing agents at 

Grand Oaks Apartments in Grand Blanc. The alleged 
shooter, Jacquelyne Tyson, 54, is behind bars and has 
been charged with premeditated murder.
 Lyric Bryce Work, the 20-year-old former Linden 
woman who was shot on Tuesday, July 26 in Grand 
Blanc, died Friday, July 29 after she was taken off 
life support at Hurley Medical Center in Flint.
 Her funeral was Tuesday at Swartz Funeral

See LYRIC WORK on 9

Vehicle and truck 
registrations to be 
hiked 20 percent
nFee increase part of 
road funding package
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 
810-433-6823
 January 2017 seemed so 
far away last November, 
when Gov. Rick Snyder 
signed into law a $1.2-billion 
road funding package that 
will not only hike fuel taxes, 
but also registration fees. 
 On Jan. 1, 2017, registration 
fees will increase by 20 percent 
for passenger vehicles and 
commercial trucks. A driver 
who pays a $100 registration 
fee each year, will have to pay 
$120 starting next year.
 The package also calls for 
$600 million a year from the 
state’s general fund to fix and 
maintain Michigan roads 
and bridges. The $1.2-billion 
won’t be fully devoted to 
transportation until 2021. 
Many critics said major road 
fixes are overdue and needed 
immediately.  
 The plan signed by Snyder
See REGISTRATION on 6

Loved ones mourn, say goodbye to Lyric Work
TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTOS

Lyric Work (left) and Tamara 
Johnson were shot in the head as 
they worked as leasing agents at 
Grand Oaks Apartments in Grand 
Blanc on July 26. Jacquelyne 
Tyson, a resident of the apartment 
complex, has been charged with 
premeditated murder.
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‘‘The theme for the Demo-
crats at the Democratic Con-

vention was ‘United 
Together.’ Which 
really is the best 
way to be united. 
So much better than 
being united apart. 

What a bunch of morons.”

‘‘Hillary and Bill are the 
ticket and a team. So were 

Bonnie and Clyde. 
They both got 
millions from the 
banks and would 
shoot you down 
in a minute if you 

dared to disagree with them.”

‘‘A nice touch to the Fenton 
Township polls Tuesday was 

a young man who 
transported vehicles 
to the entrance of 
the school where 
we voted.”

‘‘I hope with all that is 
going on that everyone will 
take a moment to thank a 
police officer, firefighter or 
EMS worker. ’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

Woman runner shot four times in back

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Alexandra Brueger, 31, was shot while running on this stretch of Fish Lake Road Saturday 
afternoon, July 30. The Michigan State Police-Metro Post is investigating leads in the murder. 
They don’t believe the shooting was a random act.

nPolice still searching for 
suspicious vehicle in Rose 
Township murder 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 The 31-year-old Holly Township 
woman shot to death in Rose Township on 
Saturday has been identified as Alexan-
dra (Ally) Nicolette 
Brueger.
 Brueger was shot 
while running in the 
11000 block of Fish 
Lake Road shortly 
after 2:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, July 30. 
 Michigan State 
Police are asking for 
the public’s help.
 “We are currently 
asking the public’s assistance in locat-
ing anyone who may have seen a white 
or light-colored, four-door sedan that 
was on Fish Lake Road between 2 and 3 
p.m. yesterday,” said Lt. Michael Shaw, 
public information officer in a statement 
released Sunday. 
 “It is believed the vehicle may have 
been acting suspicious or traveling at a 
high rate of speed.”
 After hearing gunshots Saturday af-
ternoon, a homeowner came outside and 
found Brueger bleeding in his front yard. 
He called 911 and tried to resuscitate her. 
 Emergency responders took the victim 
to Genesys Regional Medical Center in 
Grand Blanc Township where she was 
pronounced dead.
 Crime scene investigators used a K-9 
team to help find clues in what is being 
called Rose Township’s first homicide 
in 20 years. 
 Investigators found some fresh tire 
marks on the gravel road.
 Anyone who has information about the 
shooting is asked to call 877-MICH-TIP.

See RUNNER SHOT on 8
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‘‘Breaking news! Soon to be re-
leased on motor vehicles is a set of 

four lights, one on each 
corner of the vehicle. 
With the simple flick of 
a switch, the driver can 
easily signify their intent 
to turn, change lanes, 

etc. It is said to be easier to use than 
an iPhone. Directions included with 
each owner’s manual.’’

‘‘Most citizens don’t 
know that the federal gov-

ernment spe-
cifically exempts 
state lottery 
advertising from 
FTC regulations 
that guarantee 

truth in advertising. Think 
about that for a moment.”

‘‘All you people who take 
those wonderful photos with 

your phones but 
never take the 
time to print them 
are going to be 
very sorry one 
day. Any photo 

not printed, and the memo-
ries that accompany them, 
will eventually disappear.”

‘‘Only two presidents over 
the last 75 years have not 
served their country through 
military service — Bill Clinton 
and Barack Obama. What 
does that tell you about their 
character?’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

County  
Prosecutor expects 
more charges
Feds also investigating 
LaJoice, may charge him 
with additional crimes.

Page 10A

Charities scramble to 
fill commitments made  
by Michael LaJoice
Chasse owner almost  
always topped the list  
of local donors.

Page 11A

By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 The biggest question local 
residents might have asked 
in recent months regarding 
Michael LaJoice’s business 
dealings has been, “Where 
did he get his money?”
 Now this question may 

have been answered with 
his arraignment on Jan. 
6 for allegedly embez-
zling $20 million from the 
Clarkston Brandon Com-
munity Credit Union. The 
next question is, “How 
could they (the credit 
union) not know what was 

The Clarkston 
Brandon Community 

Credit Union was 
taken over by the 

state effective 
Wednesday,  

Jan. 13 ‘to protect 
public interest.’

See Page 5A

The $20-million question everyone is asking:
‘How could the credit union not know what was going on?’

going on?” Aren’t there 
regular audits and ‘checks 
and balances’ that take 
place at every credit union?
 Here is some background 
about Clarkston Brandon 
Community Credit Union, 
and credit unions in general.
 Clarkston Brandon 

Community Credit Union 
(CBCCU) was founded in 
1957 and is a state-chartered 
and federally insured credit 
union. If a credit union 
doesn’t have the word 
“federal” as part of its name 

See CREDIT UNION 
on 5A

$1 million 
lotto winner 
bought ticket 
in Holly
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Someone in or around Holly has 
a little more spending cash this 
week after winning $1 million in the 
largest Powerball game in history.
 This lucky individual, whose 
identity is not yet known, purchased 
the winning $1 million ticket from 
Beacon & Bridge Market, at 820 
North Saginaw St. in Holly.
 Beacon & Bridge Market operates 
under the umbrella of Quick-Sav 
Food Stores. 

See WINNER on 21A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

The Beacon and Bridge Market in 
Holly has attracted much media 
attention after selling a winning 
Powerball ticket worth $1 million.

By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Flint — The alleged female victim of five 
counts of child sexually abusive conduct spoke 
in court Wednesday. From the witness stand, 
she identified Ryan Stevens of Linden twice.

 The preliminary exam for Stevens, 18, of 
Linden was held at Genesee County 67th 
District Court in Judge Mark McCabe’s 
courtroom. The five felony counts, related 
to a child porn video allegedly produced by 

See CHILD PORN on 7A

Ryan Stevens facing five felony counts related to child porn video

‘I asked him to stop and he didn’t’
                                                                                                             13-year-old alleged victim

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Attorney Kenneth Karasick and 
Ryan Stevens, 18, listen to the 
charges against Stevens by 
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney 
Jan Rundles on Wednesday. 

‘‘Some people complain 
about the King column and some 

about the Heller col-
umn and those people 
think one or the other 
shouldn’t be published 
in the Times. If you 
don’t like the columns, 

don’t read them. Why should your 
preference affect mine?”

‘‘After watching the re-
ports on the protests in Chi-

cago, I can only 
assume that if 
you were to give 
an enema to the 
United States, 
the tube would 

be inserted in Chicago.”

‘‘Had to hide and unfriend many 
people on Facebook lately. I never 
post my political thoughts so that no 
one will be offended. Oddly, so many 
posts are made during the day, most 
likely when they should be at work. 
Are the bosses noticing this, too?’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

nSaginaw Street could 
shrink from four lanes to 
two, with center turn lane
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Last month, Holly villagers had 
a chance to share their opinions on 
the “Imagine Midtown” report and 
recommendations. More than two 
dozen people spoke at the public hear-
ing held during the Feb. 23 Village 

Council meeting.
 Main Street Oakland County 
and Oakland County Economic 
Development produced the 62-page 
report, after public input sessions 
held during the summer of 2015.
 The North Saginaw Street corridor, 
from Oakland Street to Grange Hall 
Road was the focus of the project. 
 One strategy outlined in the re-
port has been coined the “Saginaw 
Street Road Diet,” and is aimed at

See ROAD DIET on 7

Fenton schools expected to 
have superintendent by July 1
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Last week, the Fenton Board of Education se-
lected the Michigan Association of School Boards 
(MASB) to complete the search for a permanent 
superintendent. 
 “They are in the beginning phases of the search 
process and will be working with various employee 
and community groups to get input on the candidate 
profile for the posting,” said Doug Busch, interim 

See SUPERINTENDENT on 7

nTwenty-two-ton bridge 
culvert constructed on site
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Fenton — On Tuesday morning, the sound 
of bolts being driven into the massive alumi-
num culvert mixed with the 
cutting of a water main pipe 
at the site of the Silver Lake 
Road bridge. 
 The 45,000-pound (22.5-
ton) structure will form the 
channel of the bridge itself. 
This week it rests where Ac-
tion Auto once stood, on the 
corner of Silver Lake Road 
and LeRoy Street. 
 The majority of the cul-
vert’s construction ran 
through last week. This week, the crews with 
Davis Construction will focus on the water

See BRIDGE on 8
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Silver Lake Road on track for July opening

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Crew members with Davis Construction assemble an aluminum box culvert for the Silver Lake Road bridge last 
Wednesday. This 45,000-pound structure is 33-feet by 67-feet and will form the floor of the Shiawassee River, and 
the roof of the bridge. The road will be built above it.

‘‘ The contractor will 
continue to work hard to 

complete the work as quickly 
as possible, and have the 
roadway open by July.’’Dan Czarnecki

Fenton DPW director

n Silver Lake 
Road bridge 
construction 
continues. 
The 22.5-ton 
aluminum 
structure sitting 
near the bridge 
will create the 
floor, and “ceiling” 
of the bridge.

Villagers divided on ‘road diet’

By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com
 It’s back. March 
Madness. 
 It’s the time of year 
when people who haven’t 
watched or picked up a 

basketball in 11 months 
suddenly become office 
poll masters at filling out 
a bracket.
 The Division 1 
NCAA Men’s Basket-
ball Championship be-

Here’s what to expect in NCAA tourney
gan on Tuesday with the 
four First Four bracket 
contests, and by the end 
of tonight, the tourney 
will be at its normal 
64-team field. 
 And now everyone is 
spending hours filling 
out their predictions 

hoping to become the 
genius of their pool.
 It’s time to take a 
quick look at the NCAA 
tournament and possibly 
educate people a tiny bit 
more about the event. 

See MARCH 
MADNESS on 6

nFirst-round upsets likely

Holly villagers are divided when 
it comes to their opinions on the 
effectiveness and safety of the 
proposed Saginaw Street “road diet.”

BEFORE

AFTER

PAGE 3
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‘‘TO THOSE WHO want free 
college education. How about two 

years mandatory military 
service after graduating 
high school? Then two 
years of college paid for 
by the taxpayers.”

‘‘CINCO DE MAYO is a 
fun party day but 
when and why 
do we celebrate 
Mexico’s indepen-
dence day from 
Spain?”

‘‘THE DEFINITION OF free is ‘with-
out cost or payment.’ If you want to go 
to college there is a cost or payment by 
someone. That someone should be the 
person who will gain – you. I don’t owe 
you, or anyone else, a college educa-
tion. Grow up and wise up.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO 

More than 1,000 people came through downtown Holly Friday evening for Ladies Night Out, a semi-annual event hosted by the Holly 
Downtown Development Authority. The Holly DDA won an award for “The Best Retail Event” from Main Street Oakland County.

Holly DDA 
sweeps five 
awards for 
downtown 
success
nRecognized for its 
people, its programs 
and events like 
Ladies Night Out
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com;
810-629-8282

Ladies Night Out in Hol-
ly brought more than a thou-
sand women downtown 
Friday evening, to enjoy 
shopping and dining in one 
of Oakland County’s most 
successful “Main Street” 
downtowns.

This event is not only fun 
for the women who partici-
pated it has also earned the 
Holly Downtown Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) 
“The Best Retail Event” 
award from Main Street 
Oakland County. 

This award was one of 
five earned by the Holly 
DDA on Thursday, April 
28 at the Royal Oak Music 
Theater, for the Main Street 

See DOWNTOWN on 5

By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282

Spring used to mean the beginning of 
Detroit Tigers season ticket time for Shal-
lan Thalman and her family of Berkley.

But this Linden native hasn’t been back 
to the ballpark since she was injured April 

19, 2015 at Comerica Park. 
Having just sat down in the second row 

with her family during the first inning of 
the game, Thalman took a direct hit to her 
face, protecting her 2-year-old daughter, 
Gia, from a line drive foul ball struck by 

See TIGER GAMES on 7

Keep your eye on the ball at Tiger games
n Linden native 
stays out of the 
stands after being 
hit in the face by 
a foul ball

TRI-COUNTY TIMES 
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Shallan Thalman holds 
daughter Gia while attend-
ing a Detroit Tigers game in 
2014. Thalman’s nose was 
shattered in 2015 at a Tigers 
game when she protected 
Gia from a foul ball.

nMay have had a seizure 
before falling in
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com;
810-433-6823
 A 28-year-old man from 
Grand Blanc drowned on 
Sunday, May 8 in Holly 
Township.
 According to the Oak-
land County Sheriff’s Of-
fice (OCSO) its operations 
center received a 911 call 
at approximately 12:30 
p.m. from a caller who reported that 
a man had fallen into a pond of water 

located near the 1400 block of Joann, 
off Grange Hall Road. 
 The North Oakland County Fire 

Authority (NOCFA), Michigan 
State Police and DNR responded 
to the scene. 
 Upon confirmation from NOCFA 
Chief Jeremy Lintz, that the victim, 
later identified as Larry “Tiger” 
Bowerman, was still in the water, 
the OCSO dive team was activated. 
 At approximately 1:30 p.m., 
Bowerman was located in about 
10 feet of water and brought to 
shore. He was transported to 

Genesys Health Park in Grand Blanc 
See MAN DROWNS on 9

Larry “Tiger”
Bowerman

Man drowns while fishing at local pond Five Fenton superintendent  
candidates selected 
nBoard of Education holds 
interviews May 10 and 11
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

The Fenton Board of Education has se-
lected five candidates to interview for the 
permanent superintendent position. 

They were chosen last week from a pool of 
27 applicants.

Interviews started on Tuesday, May 10 at 
6 p.m. with Tom DeKeyser, superintendent 
for Whitmore Public Schools.       

They continued at 7 p.m. with
See SUPERINTENDENT on 7

nDescendants of Fenton Founders 
enjoy family reunion during  
Fourth of July Freedom Festival
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Fenton — Several members of the Fenton family 
came home for the Fourth of July weekend – home 
to the town made possible by their ancestors, Horace 
Fenton and Col. William Fenton. 

See FENTON on 9
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‘‘Everywhere I go, 90 per-
cent of the women I see driving 

are also texting. 
What I never see is 
one of them pulled 
over and ticketed  for 
this lunacy. I would 
like to know how 

many texting tickets the Fenton  
cops have issued this year.”

‘‘The comment was made that 
in the ‘50s and ‘60s that there 

were no guns like 
the AR-15. The M-1 
carbines were readily 
available, surplus price 
about $15, with a 15- 
and 30-round maga-

zine and they were all over. It’s 
not the guns, it’s the people.” ‘‘Minds are like para-

chutes, they only function 
when they’re open.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

Motorcyclists 
need this 
driver’s license 
endorsement
nPolice will impound 
unendorsed motorcycles 
and ticket drivers
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

On June 15, the Michigan 
State Police stopped two mo-
torcyclists for traffic violations 
and found that neither were 
endorsed riders.  

A motorcycle endorsement is 
an addition of a note or credential 
to a driver’s license that states you 
are legally allowed to ride a motor-
cycle on public roads, according to 
motorbikelicense.com. 

The drivers were cited and 
their bikes impounded.  

See ENDORSEMENT on 10

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

According to Michigan State 
Police, approximately 25 per-
cent of fatal motorcycle 
crashes involve an unen-
dorsed operator.

WHERE TO TAKE A 
MOTORCYCLE CLASS
Mott Community College 

Southern Lakes Branch Center
Contact: Bethany Williams at 

(810)-762-0390 or email 
bethany.williams@mcc.edu

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | VERA HOGAN

(From left) James Fenton, Peter 
Fenton and Gus Fenton show 
off their family pride ball caps 
during a visit to the A.J. Phillips 
Museum Saturday morning. 
They are among the many 
direct descendants of Horace 
Fenton and Col. William Fenton 
in town over the holiday week-
end for their 2016 reunion.

Few incidents 
during Fourth of 
July festivities
nArea police chiefs say 
residents and guests were, 
for the most part, on fairly 
good behavior
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

Despite the fact that a couple of commu-
nities declared a ban on fireworks for this 
Fourth of July holiday, and others did not, 
area police chiefs say the weekend passed 
with relatively few incidents.

The city of Fen-
ton was one that de-
cided the show must 
go on, banning only 
outdoor burning. 

“We had to make 
a few arrests, but 
nothing got out of 
hand,” said Fenton 
Police Rick Aro. 

Aro said there 
were some sporadic 
calls about camp fires in the city, which the 
fire department handled. 

“Last night (Monday), one individual 
was arrested at the fireworks display for 
disorderly conduct,” Aro said. “There 
were a few drunk drivers, but that was 
about it. Nobody got hurt too bad.”

Argentine Township was one of the 
communities that banned both outdoor 
burning and fireworks. 

See INCIDENTS on 15

‘Fenton’ family celebrates its roots in Fenton

‘‘ We had 
to make a 

few arrests, 
but nothing 
got out of 
hand.’’Chief Rick Aro

Fenton City Police 
Department

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

A man and his dog watch the Saturday, 
July 2 fireworks from the public launch 
off Cussewago Beach Drive in Fenton 
Township. The fireworks were ignited 
from Case’s Island on Lake Fenton. 
Hundreds of pontoons and spectators 
gathered for the hour-long show.

‘‘The fact that Trump leads 
in the polls does not mean that 

he is electable this 
fall. He is ahead only 
because the majority 
vote among Repub-
licans has been split 
among so many other 

candidates. Marco Rubio will be 
elected in November.”

‘‘Why would anyone ever 
donate to Gofundme.com or 
any of those sites? This is what 
happens to society after years 
of welfare. Half of our popula-
tion now lives off the efforts 
and sweat of the other half.’’

‘‘A couple of years ago I 
read a book by Vince Flynn 

that was based on 
one of the political 
parties murdering 
two Supreme Court 
Justices in order to 
shift the court to their 

political leanings. Heart attack? 
Hmmmm. Maybe, maybe not.”

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK
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By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Some Fenton area folks have 
been wondering when the clock in 
the tower of the Fenton Fire Hall 
restaurant might be functional again.
 According to Curt Catallo, who 
along with his wife Ann Stevenson 
and managing partner Erich Lines 
own Union Joints and the Fenton Fire 
Hall, restoring the clock is definitely 

part of their long-term plan. 
 “We simply couldn’t identify an 
artisan during our initial multimil-
lion dollar investment,” Catallo said. 
“I wish it was as easy as Googling 
‘clock tower repair’ and checking the 
Angie’s List ratings — it’d definitely 
be done by now. 
 “If there’s anything that we’ve 
shown, I’d hope it’s that we’re in 

See CLOCK on 8

nAbandoned cats 
enjoy loving home at 
Rose Township hall 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com
 Visitors to the Rose 
Township offices may 
notice a couple members 
of the staff walking around 
on all fours on any given 
day — or sleeping on the 
job under a desk or on a 
counter.
 They would be “Hol-
ly” and “Rose,” two cats 
adopted by personnel a 
couple of years ago and 
are now the beloved Rose 
Township office pets. 
 “They are wonderful 
companions and we love 
having them here with us,” 
said Clerk Debbie Miller. 
 According to Miller, 
Holly was found at CVS 
in the village of Holly. It 
was October and the cat 
was thin and cold. Rose 

See PETS on 6

Furry friends make 'purr-fect' office pets

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

On Tuesday, Rose Township Treasurer Trish Lumley pets “Rose,” one half of the feline duo that lives in the 
Rose Township hall. Rose was rescued in December 2013 and the other cat, “Holly,” was rescued in October 
2013. They live happily in the offices. Supplies and food are paid for by staff donations. 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

Ryan Stevens, 18, of Linden listens as his 
attorney Marc Hart asks questions last 
week at a hearing in another case. Hart 
is representing Stevens in both cases.

Trial date set in child porn case
nLinden teen remains behind 
bars at county jail in lieu of 
posting $105,000 bond
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 A jury trial date has been scheduled 
for July 12 beginning at 1:30 p.m. for 
Ryan Stevens.
 Stevens, 18, of Linden is facing five 
felony counts regarding an alleged 
child pornography video he produced 
and distributed involving an underage 
female victim.
 The alleged female victim, 14, was 

See TRIAL DATE on 7

Usewick faces multiple 
court appearances
nFormer Fenton Township man 
accused of federal bank fraud, 
conspiracy, and bond violations
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 While Edward Frank Usewick, 36, re-
mains lodged in the Midland County Jail, 
Flint’s U.S. District Court has scheduled 
several hearings and a jury trial.
 Usewick, formerly of Fenton Town-
ship, was free on $50,000 bond after 

See USEWICK on 5

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

The dogs 
in blue
nHandlers’ K-9 
partners find 
drugs and chase 
suspects that 
officers can’t
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com
 Years ago, officers of 
the Argentine Township 
Police Department were 
stumped one night trying 
to locate a lost Alzheimer’s 
patient who had wandered 
from her house. 
 No one could find her. 
No human, that is. 
 Det. Doug Fulton had 
Dewey, his female police 
dog, join the search and 
after sniffing a piece of the 
missing woman’s clothing, 
the dog located her in a 
nearby shed.

See DOGS on 12

n Police dogs help law 
enforcement officers find 
drugs, bombs, and lost 
people. The trainers usually 
form close bonds with their 
dogs and often keep them 
after the dog retires. 
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NEIL SIMON’S 
‘RUMORS’ 

OPENS 
THURSDAY IN 

FENTON

It’s about 
time
nFenton Fire Hall 
owners will seek 
ways to fix the 1938 
Seth Thomas clock

‘‘I resent An-
drew Heller’s 
column about 
transgender 
people using 
the restroom 
of their choice 
and wish he 
would get the 
Heller out of the 
Times.”

THE RESURGENCE OF 

SUPERHEROES
Caped heroes and villains are on 
the literal, social, and fiscal rise. 

See Page 3
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‘‘Before whining about an 
‘historical home,’ take a look 

at the building you 
are discussing. 
It looks about as 
historical as the 
homes in the Hills 
of Tyrone. Get the 

facts before flapping your 
jaw. You must be a member 
of the ‘Hysterical Society.’”

‘‘Thank you, Andrew 
Heller, for your comments 

on transgender 
people using 
bathrooms they 
feel comfortable 
using. As an 
older gentleman, 

I’ve always felt this way, too. 
Let people do what makes 
them comfortable.” 

‘‘Why does the city 
of Fenton insist on tear-
ing down the beautiful old 
homes that make Fenton 
the quaint city it is? The 
home on Shiawassee 
should be left standing and 
still used as commercial.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

Linden 
mayor pro 
tem running 
for mayor
nDanielle Cusson seeks 
the mayor’s seat after 
serving as a council 
member since 2007
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

Linden Mayor David 
Lossing has decided not to 
run for office this next elec-
tion cycle after serving as 
mayor for 12 years, leaving 
the position up for grabs. 
The election is Aug. 2. 

Current Linden Council-
or/Mayor  Pro Tem Danielle 
Cusson is hoping to win the 
seat, a two-year term. She has  
been mayor pro tem for two 
years. She presides over meet-
ings and participates in certain 
events when Lossing is absent.

See MAYOR on 17

‘‘ It’s important 
for all of us to 

take part in where 
we live.’’Danielle Cusson

Linden council member, 
mayor pro tem

Fenton Board of Ed 
president seeks 
higher office
nShapiro running 
for county 
commissioner seat
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com
 Drew Shapiro, president 
of the Fenton Board of  
Education, has announced 
his plans to run for Genesee 
County Commissioner (District 6).
 Elected in 2012, Shapiro is nearing the end of 
his four-year term on the school board. 
 The sixth district serves residents in the town -
ships of Argentine, Fenton, Grand Blanc and Mun-
dy, and those in the cities of Fenton and Linden.

See SHAPIRO on 10

By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

Linden — Linden resi -
dents can no longer dig pri -
vate wells within city limits. 

 On Monday, the Linden 
City Council unanimously 
voted to pass a resolution to 
approve a moratorium that 
prohibits Linden residents 

‘‘ Under the circumstances, 
this is one way to protect the 

water source until such a time 
as the matter is resolved by 

the perpetrator.’’Charles McKone
City of Linden attorney

Drew Shapiro

Culvert collapses, traffic 
diverted around Rolston
nRoad Commission replacing 
cross tube that connects Loon 
and Squaw lakes
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 A culvert below Rolston Road between Jennings 
and Four Lakes Avenue in Fenton Township col-
lapsed on Monday . This culvert connects Loon 
Lake and Squaw Lake. Rolston Road is closed to 
all through traffic and road closure signs are posted.

See CULVERT on 16

‘We’re not just about books’

New wells prohibited in Linden indefinitely
from digging private wells on 
their property indefinitely.  
 If their current well fails, 
they must connect to the city 
water, if possible. 
 This moratorium is due to an 
underground gasoline leak that  
was detected by the Department 

of Environmental Quality in 
downtown Linden in November 
of 2014. The suspected source 
is a leak originating from an 
underground gasoline storage 
tank belonging to Beacon and 
Bridge, 110 East Broad St.

See WELLS on 17

nUnderground gasoline 
leak threat to drinking water

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Grammy award-winning musician Peter “Madcat” Ruth performed his brand of blues 
and folk for 60 guests at the Jack R. Winegarden Library in Fenton on Saturday. Con-
certs are part of the Genesee District Libraries’ overall $93,000 programming budget. 

See story on Page 11 
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Rolston Road is closed due to a culvert collapse.
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‘‘Hopefully Heller 
is on a permanent 

vacation. 
Cal Thom-
as makes 
so much 
sense.”

‘‘The man who installed Clin-
ton’s server is going to take the 

‘fifth’ for the deposi-
tions. An aide had 11 
attorneys with her when 
she was questioned. 
If Clinton did nothing 
wrong what is with all 

of this? It shows a large amount 
of guilt to me.”

‘‘With great sadness, and way too 
soon, we are leaving Fenton. We have 
a true gem here in Fenton, so I hope 
you will enjoy everything Fenton has 
to offer, as I know we will miss the 
town, its people and our neighbors. 
Thanks for 10 wonderful years.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

Being at the 
right place at 
the right time 
nLinden man saves 
choking man’s life at 
Fenton restuarant
By Grant Cislo
intern@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 What Nick Owen and 
his wife MaryJo of Linden 
thought was going to be 
a normal night out at the 
Fenton Hotel ended up be-
ing the complete opposite 
last Friday night.
 Nick’s quick thinking 
and years of experience as 
a firefighter came together 
to help save a man, dining 
with his wife, who was 
choking on food. In all the 
chaos, the Owens never did 
get the name of the man.

See SAVES on 6

nAdam Hartley 
starts July 1; plans 
move to Fenton
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 The Fenton Board of Educa-
tion made it official Monday 

night approving a contract 
for new Superintendent Adam 
Hartley. 
 Last month, the school board 
unanimously selected Hartley 
to serve as the district’s new, 
permanent superintendent. 
 He will begin his duties by 
July 1. He was chosen from an 

initial pool of 27 applicants.
 According to Interim Super-
intendent Doug Busch, Hartley 
will earn an annual salary of 
$144,000. He will earn an annu-
ity equal to 5 percent of his salary, 
as well as medical, dental, vision, 
life and disability insurance. 

See CONTRACT on 7 Adam Hartley

‘‘ Leading a school district has 
been my goal since I became a 
teacher years ago and to have 
this opportunity in Fenton is 

certainly a dream come true.’’Adam Hartley
New Fenton schools superintendent

Fenton’s first summer 
concert draws hundreds
nFHS Jazz Band and Fenton 
Community Orchestra kick off 
summer with first performance
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Fenton — Fenton’s first Concert 
in the Park event hosted hundreds of 
people behind the Fenton Community 
and Cultural Center on Friday, June 3. 
 Classical music provided by the Fen-

See CONCERT on 13

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | HANNAH BALL

Hundreds of people from the community made 
their way to downtown Fenton last Friday evening 
for the first Concert in the Park event this summer. 

New Fenton superintendent contract approved

Nick and MaryJo Owen 
of Linden

District champs...again!

‘American Pickers’ 
want your help
nLooking to film an 
episode in Michigan  
this month
 Mike Wolfe, Frank Fritz, and 
their team are returning to Michigan. 
They plan to film episodes of the hit 
series “American Pickers” throughout 
Michigan with filming scheduled for 
this month.  

See PICKERS on 6

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | MARK BOLEN

Linden players charge out to grab the district championship trophy moments after they won their fourth straight district crown at Lake 
Fenton High School on Saturday. The weekend was filled with many major athletic accomplishments by tri-county athletes and teams. 
For more on the Linden baseball team and last weekend’s results go to Page 8.

‘‘Same old election. 
Same old bureaucratic free-

loaders running 
for the same old 
office. The only 
way to free our-
selves from  this 
lunacy is to vote 

out all incumbents. Wake up, 
you are destroying our city, 
town and state.”

‘‘You lazy, indiffer-
ent non-voters are why 

we elect the 
morons that 
we do. Look 
at the turnout 
percentage, it’s 
embarrassing. 

It’s not just a right, it’s an 
obligation. Vote!”

‘‘Ronald Reagan said it best 
when asked what the difference 

was between the 
Republicans and 
the Democrats. He 
replied, ‘the Repub-
licans represent the 
hard working man. 

The Democrats represent the 
men that are hardly working.’”

‘‘I think I speak for the majority of 
Fenton residents when I say that we 
don’t want to be a ‘destination.’ We pay 
the bill and the area businesses get the 
money. We can’t drive through our own 
town, while the restaurant owners get 
rich. It is utter madness. We need new 
leadership at all levels.’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEKTEXT 

YOUR 
HOT LINE

810-771-TEXT

Hartley gears 
up for first 
school year 
in Fenton
nNew superintendent 
is excited to work 
with Fenton team
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

Adam Hartley, 42, began 
his official duties as the new 
superintendent of Fenton 
Area Public Schools on July 
1. Since then, he’s been busy 
preparing for the start of the 
2016-2017 school year.

He said he’s excited and 
he’s ready.

Hartley was hired earlier 
this year from an original 
pool of 27 candidates. Ac-
cording to his contract, Hart-
ley will earn an annual salary 
of $144,000. He will earn an 
annuity equal to 5 percent of 
his salary, as well as medi-
cal, dental, vision, life and 
disability insurance.

See HARTLEY on 19A

Pickell defeats 
Argentine’s top cop
nSheriff now faces Republican 
challenger in November
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Robert Pickell, the incumbent Genesee 
County sheriff, will be on the ballot in 
November after defeating his Democratic 
challenger and Argentine Township Police  

See SHERIFF on 19A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

Genesee County Sheriff Robert 
Pickell will face Republican chal-
lenger Michael Krol in November.

nDefeats incumbent Brown, faces 
Democrat challenger in November
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 The race for Genesee County Com-
missioner, 6th district, was one of the 
more closely watched in the Aug. 2 
Primary Elections.

See COMMISSIONER on 18A Drew Shapiro Pete Ponzetti

Shapiro one step closer to 
being county commissioner

Holly man is one 
of 214 prisoners 
released by 
President Obama
nSentenced to 
20 years in 2005  
for cocaine deal
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 John L. Tolliver, 47, one 
time of Holly, is one of 
four federal prisoners from 
Michigan, and one of 214 na-
tionwide who will be released 
sooner than expected.
 According to a news release 
from the White House on 
Wednesday, Aug. 3, President 
Barack Obama granted com-
mutations of the sentences of 
214 people.
 Tolliver was convicted of 
conspiracy to possess with 
intent to distribute 50 grams or 
more of cocaine base; South-
ern District of Illinois. He 
was sentenced to 240 months 
imprisonment (20 years); 10 
years supervised release and 
a $250 fine on June 23, 2005. 

See RELEASED on 17A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Jean Keiser of Rose Township strains during the beer stein competition at Taste in Fenton Thursday 
night. She came in second for the women’s side, and was one of nine competitors total. The Taste 
in Fenton event drew more than 2,000 visitors. Coupled with the farmer’s market and concert in the 
park, it was one of the busiest nights in Fenton all year. See story on Page 11A
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The late Donald 
Lynn’s home as it 

looks today. In the 
early 1990s the 

house, along with 
several other smaller 

outbuildings, was 
filled to the brim with 

all kinds of junk.

nFenton Township ‘junk 
man’ of 1990s was 
proof of mental disorder
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

Watching the cable TV show “Hoarders” on 
the A&E network is a little like watching a train 
wreck. You feel sorry for the victims — or in this 

case, the people suffering from a mental disorder 
— but find it too fascinating not to watch.
 Fenton Township had its own “hoarder,” 
known during the 1990s as the “junk man.” His 
name was Donald Lynn and he lived on Silver 
Lake Road. Lynn’s was a big old green, two-story 
farmhouse. He also had a barn, a couple of outbuild-
ings and a small silver travel trailer, in addition to 
several inoperable, un-plated, uninsured vehicles.

See HOARDING on 15A

Hoarders house was so full he couldn’t live in it
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Taste in Fenton draws thousands
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‘‘It’s great to see the bald 
eagles return to Lake Fenton. 

There is a family of 
three. If you want 
to see them, go 
down to the park on 
Margaret and Ruth 
drives to get the 

best view. Simply spectacular.”

‘‘Really King? Comparing 
the predatory lottery to St. 
John’s bingo? A faith-filled, fun 
evening with friends is nothing 
like the addiction of the lottery. 
You, sir, are disgusting for that 
comparison.’’

‘‘The adults who were yell-
ing and swearing at each other 

at the wrestling meet 
this past weekend at 
Lake Fenton should be 
ashamed of them-
selves. If you don’t 
want your child to hear 

the ‘F’ word don’t let them come 
to the wrestling matches.”

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

Judge reluctantly declares 
mistrial in Bigford case
nFailing to disclose critical evidence 
results in need to schedule new trial
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com ; 810-433-6795
 After several days of interviews last week, 
a jury of 12 and two alternates were selected 
from a pool of 96 candidates in the case of 
Mary Lou Bigford, the woman accused in the 
shooting death of a Fenton man. 
 Closing arguments began in Isabella County 
Circuit Court Friday morning, Jan. 15, but the 

See MISTRIAL on 7

Treasurer’s 
quick action 
protects over 
$1 million
nFunds were held in credit 
union from which LaJoice 
allegedly embezzled

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com
 It was a case of being in the 
right place at the right time. 
 Because of a prior surgi-
cal procedure, Groveland 
Township Treasurer David 
Ax went to the township 
offices on Friday, Jan. 8 to 
catch up on some work.
 The office is normally 
closed on Fridays. 
 Jan. 8 was the day news 
broke that Michael LaJoice, 
owner of Chassé Ballroom 
and Latin Dance Studio and 
developer for the proposed 
Riverview project in Fenton, 
had walked into the Oakland 
County Sheriff’s Department 
and admitted to embezzling 
$20 million from his employ-
er, the Clarkston Brandon 
Community Credit Union.
 “I learned of the LaJoice 
situation when I came into 
work,” Ax said. “As soon 
as I opened my email, I saw 

See FUNDS on 5
n16-year-old fatally shot, 
18-year-old shooter still in prison
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 It was 20 years ago this week that a 
deadly shooting took place in a down-
town Holly parking lot on Jan. 22, 1996.
 Today, one person is dead and another 
has spent 20 years of a life sentence 
behind bars.
 Christian D. McNeil, 38, formerly of 
Holly, was only 18 when he shot and killed 
16-year-old Nathan “Nate” M. Harris.

 That night, two families who knew 
each other, attended church together 
and considered themselves friends, were 
destroyed.
 According to former Holly Det. Scott 
Fischer, a boy-girl dispute triggered the 
events of Jan. 22, 1996. 
 McNeil’s younger brother had gotten 
into an argument with a girl on Jan. 12, 
1996. On Jan. 18, the younger brother was 
jumped in the downtown area by a group 
of guys, including the girl’s boyfriend.
 The events of the next few days led to 
the fatal crime on Jan. 22.

See MURDER on 6

Downtown Holly murder 20 years later

nOverturned semi near 
Torrey Road ramp results 
in 20-mile backup
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 Fenton police and fire departments 
responded to northbound U.S. 23, 
just north of the Torrey Road en-

trance ramp at 5:12 a.m. Tuesday. 
 Lt. Jason Slater of the Fenton 
Police Department said a north-
bound semi truck hauling a load of 
packaged milk collided with a car 
entering the highway from the Torrey 
Road entrance ramp. 
 The driver of the Country Fresh 
truck, a 61-year-old Clio man, was 

traveling north in the slow lane. A 
car, driven by a 20-year-old Fenton 
Township woman, was entering the 
highway from the Torrey Road en-
trance ramp. As the car reached the 
slow lane of the highway, the driver 
lost control of the car and struck the 
front right corner of the truck’s cab. 

See MILK on 2

Motorists on U.S. 23 ‘cry over spilled milk’

‘If you knew him, you had a friend’
— Chris Butts, best friend of Steven Parker

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Police officers from Gaines and Flint Township embrace near the entrance of Sharp Funeral Homes in Fenton Tuesday afternoon. They, 
along with approximately 100 other officers gathered with more than 200 family members for the funeral of Flint Township Police Officer 
Steven Parker of Fenton, who died in a crash Friday morning. See story on page 2.

PAGE 3

‘IT’S A LOT 
OF HOURS 
WHEN THE 

SNOW FALLS’
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Fenton’s last day of 
school is June 16
Michigan schools are al-
lowed six "snow" days per 
school year. If a district 
goes over that amount, 
they must make up for 
lost teaching time by 
adding minutes to the 
days or adding another 
school day in June.

Page 6A

It’s official — home 
values increasing! 
Low inventory creating 
a seller’s market
March is the beginning 
of the year's busiest real 
estate season, with a 
strong selling season in 
the forecast. 

Page 8A
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‘‘You will never meet a more 
amiable and laid back man than 

Fuzzy Walden. He 
has been a fixture 
in Fenton for more 
years than I can 
remember. Thanks 
Times for the great 

front page photo of one of our 
signature icons.”

‘‘Moved to Fenton two years 
ago from Grand Rapids. Love the 

town, but the drivers in 
Fenton are the worst I 
have ever seen. They 
blow through stop 
signs, text while driv-
ing, run red lights and 

inexplicably pull out in front of you 
when waiting at a stop sign. Nearly 
all of them are young women.”

‘‘Let’s forget about 
making America great, let’s 

make Americans 
great. Adequate 
pay, affordable 
health care, func-
tional schools, 
equitable criminal 

justice, safe environment, 
fair elections, and a strong 
middle class.”

‘‘Opinions vary as to 
whether or not dogs will be 
in heaven. I can tell you this, 
every dog I’ve ever known 
will be there long before any 
human I’ve ever known.’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

nLocal insurance expert 
says LaJoice’s embezzled 
funds will be recouped
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Many people are still shaking 

their heads over the Michael LaJoice 
embezzlement case. 
 The list of questions people are 
asking is endless. How did he do it 
… How did he get away with it for so 
long … Did his wife know … Why 
didn’t the bank auditors catch this …?

 David Walker, owner of Hartland 
Insurance Agency, Inc. and IIABA 
(Independent Insurance Agents & 
Brokers of America) chairman, said 
he finds the insurance ramifications 
of this very interesting.
See EMBEZZLED FUNDS on 21A

Teen suspects 
sought guns
nFBI: Cell phones reveal 
threatening messages linked 
to Linden school shooting plot  
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 It was revealed in court on 
Wednesday that the alleged perpe-
trators of the Linden school shoot-
ing plot had been communicating 
about acquiring guns before they 
were apprehended.
 Ryan Stevens, 18, of Linden, 
Kody Brewer, 15, of Wolverine 
Lake (formerly of Linden), and 
Lamarr Dukes, 15, of West Bloom-
field, appeared with their attorneys 
in Genesee County District Court 
on March 16. 
 Judge David Goggins presided.

See GUNS on 22A

New cell phone data 
was presented to the 
court on Wednesday, 

revealing that Stevens, 
Dukes, and Brewer were 
communicating via text 
message about trying to 

acquire weapons.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

Ryan Stevens and two other teen 
suspects in the alleged Linden 
school shooting plot were com-
municating via text messaging 
about acquiring guns.

Someone is going to payTRI-COUNTY TIMES
FILE PHOTO

Michael LaJoice 
is charged with 
embezzling $20 

million. Many are 
wondering how 

that money will be 
recouped.
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Tri-county area 
boasts hundreds of 
golf leagues for fun 

and competition 
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At approximately 2:15 p.m. each day, a concentration of vehicles and student foot traffic 
flood the walkways near and along Donaldson Drive at Andrew G. Schmidt Middle School 
in Fenton. Dozens of vehicles wait in the drop-off lanes while crossing guards keep things 
moving. More students are driven to school by their parents than ever before, leading to 
a congested and chaotic 20 minutes each morning. See story on Page 3A.

2,000 Fenton students are 
dropped off within 20 minutes

‘‘You can’t tell young people 
the only way to succeed is to go 

to college, and not pro-
vide any financial assis-
tance. You can’t have it 
both ways. I obtained 
my degree in four years 
and I’m $20,000 in 

debt. Millions of students drop out 
because they can’t afford it. The 
system is wrong.”

‘‘A huge thank you to the 
city for bringing interesting 

and provocative 
artwork to down-
town.  As an artist, I 
find it refreshing to 
see art that stimu-
lates thought and 

commentary. That is, in fact, 
how you know it is art.”

‘‘The DDA and the city 
act like master plans are 

the law, like 
they can never 
be changed. In 
reality, they have 
always been fluid 
and changed as 

the times changed. It is a 
lame argument.” 

‘‘The new art around town 
should provide ample oppor-
tunity for some interesting Hot 
line commentary by the popu-
lace over the next 12 months. 
I am definitely renewing my 
subscription.’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

With prom and graduation cer -
emonies and parties coming up soon, 
families would be wise to take a few 
minutes and watch the YouTube vid-
eo, “A Lifetime of Consequences.”

The students in Rich Ashley’ s 
Fenton High School Advanced Vid-
eo Production class recently released 
the PSA (Public Service Announce-

ment) about the consequences of  
drunk driving and the impact the 
decision has on the lives of others. 
 In his email to media outlets, 
Samuel Metcalfe represented his 
class, saying, “We are hoping that 
this may deter some of the poor 
decisions made by teenagers, if  
only to not get behind the wheel of 
a car if they are intoxicated.
See DRUNK DRIVING on 18A

n “A Lifetime of 
Consequences,” a public 
service announcement video 
produced by the Fenton 
High School Advanced Video 
Production class, sends a 
very powerful and emotional 
message to those who may 
make the decision to drink 
and drive. It can be seen at 
tctimes.com with this story.

Argentine man pleads 
guilty to criminal 
sexual conduct 
nPlea avoids trial in case 
involving 13-year-old girl
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786

Christian Anthony 
Corbett, 24, of Ar gen-
tine T ownship pleaded 
guilty on May 10 to four 
counts of second-degree 
criminal sexual conduct, 
(CSC) and one count of 
fourth-degree CSC in 
Genesee County Circuit 
Court. 

See GUILTY on 15A
Christian 

Anthony Corbett

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 There is a message on billboards 
and other outdoor display devices 
around the country that reads — 
“Honk if you love Jesus. Text if you 

want to meet Him.”
 That may sound clever and cute, 
but the reality is texting and driving 
can be, and often is, fatal.
 While there have been no local 

See TEXTING on 7A

State funds will help 
clean blighted site   
nDeveloper gets $323,663 from state 

State Rep. Joseph Graves (R-Ar gentine 
Township) announced Thursday that state funds  
will be used to help clean up the former Action 
Auto site in downtown Fenton and develop it into 
a new building site for business and retail use.

Graves said the Michigan Economic Devel-
opment Corporation approved $323,663 in tax 

See FUNDS on 9A

Drunk driving video sends powerful message
WATCH THE 
VIDEO 

AT TCTIMES.COM 
WITH THIS STORY

nStudents’ film project shows life-long effects of one bad decision
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‘You gotta have art’
TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Alan Knaggs finishes installing “Grateful Fred” 
near FentonCity Hall on Tuesday.
See photo collage on page 14A

Texting and driving deaths on the rise CARCRASHDAY.
BLOGSPOT.COM

Texting and 
other types of 
distracted driving 
can cause 
serious injuries 
and even death.

nEighty percent 
of all crashes 
involve driver 
distraction

LaJoice 
plea hearing 
cancelled
nNo new court dates 
set on $20 million 
embezzlement case
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Michael LaJoice’s plea hearing in 
federal court set for Thursday, July7, 
was cancelled. LaJoice’s defense at-
torney, Michael Manley, said they 
decided to adjourn 
the hearing on 
Wednesday. 
 LaJoice, 37, of 
Tyrone Township, 
has been charged 
with one felony 
count of bank fraud 
in United States Dis-
trict Court – Eastern 
District of Michigan 
Southern Division. 
The charges were 
filed June 7.
 LaJoice is also 
facing 14 felony counts of embezzle-
ment in Oakland County Circuit Court. 
 See sidebar for the timeline of La-
Joice’s situation on page 8.
 According to the federal complaint, 
the prosecutor alleges that from 
January 2003 to January 2016, LaJoice 
devised and executed a scheme and 
artifice to defraud and to obtain money 
and property by means of materially 
false and fraudulent pretenses, and

See LAJOICE on 9
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‘‘The philoso-
phy of gun control: 

Teenagers 
are roaring 
through 
town at 
90 mph, 
where the 

speed limit is 25. Your 
solution is to lower the 
speed limit to 20.”

‘‘I kinda like the feeling of 
waking up in the morning to a 

rooster crowing, 
hearing some 
chickens cluck 
around. Obvi-
ously, you would 
rather go live in 
Flint and hear 
gunshots and 
police firings.”

‘‘Oh my, children running and 
laughing in the park. What is this 

world coming to? What will 
be next? Masses going 
in and out of local busi-
ness, shopping, strolling 
and talking? Neighbors 
sitting on the porch in the 

evening, rocking and talking to each 
other? What is this world coming to?”

‘‘All of the chaos America is experi-
encing is a result of liberal Democrat-
ic policies. Race relations have been 
set back 50 years. The cost of living is 
spiraling out of control. Police officers 
are murdered in cold blood. America 
is dying and will continue to die un-
less we change our leadership.’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEKTEXT 

YOUR 
HOT LINE

810-771-TEXT

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 The downtown Fenton area 
properties purchased by Michael 
LaJoice last spring may soon be 
sold to SkyPoint Ventures, the 
organization owned by Phil and 

Jocelyn Hagerman.
 “SkyPoint Ventures has ex-
ecuted a purchase agreement to 
acquire the commercial proper-
ties owned by Michael LaJoice 
in downtown Fenton,” said 

See PROPERTY on 10

Heavy trucks to be 
routed away from 
downtown Fenton
n If passed, will still allow 
for pickups and deliveries
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Now that the downtown Fenton 
area has received, what many are 

calling a “beau-
tiful makeover,” 
city administra-
tion and the City 
Council want to 
keep it that way.
 At its Tuesday 
night work session, 
council members 
discussed a pro-
posed new truck 
route ordinance 

that would reroute heavy truck traffic 
away from the downtown area. 

See TRUCKS on 10

n The Fenton 
City Council is 
considering a 
new ordinance 
that would prevent 
heavy trucks 
and semis from 
driving through 
the downtown 
Fenton area. 

Lahring Road 
bridge to reopen 
this summer 
nOne lane of alternating 
traffic to reopen
 The Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) has de-
termined that the Lahring Road 
overpass at southbound U.S. 23 in 
Fenton Township can be repaired 
and reopened later this summer. The 
bridge was damaged by a commercial 
vehicle load on June 17.
 Reopening one lane of alternat-
ing traffic will improve emergency 
response times, and maintain safety 
and convenience for local traffic. 

See BRIDGE on 25

SkyPoint to buy LaJoice properties
TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

SkyPoint Ventures has executed 
a purchase agreement on the 
downtown Fenton area proper-
ties owned by Michael LaJoice 
for an undisclosed amount. The 
organization’s plans for the prop-
erties will come at a future date.

nNo development plans yet for Riverview parcel

Fix coming for stinky Millpond 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO
The algae problem in the Fenton Millpond is especially noticeable this year because 
of this summer’s hot and dry weather. Ellen Street resident Rob Wolosonowich 
paddles his canoe to show the thickness of the algae and weeds covering the 
surface of the water behind his home. See story on Page 7

‘‘ There’s still a couple 
I’s we have to dot and 

T’s we want to cross.’’Michael Manley
Michael LaJoice’s attorney

The Michael 
LaJoice saga

TIMELINE
OF EVENTS 

 See Page 8

PAGE 3

MAN BUILDS 
TREE HOUSE 
FOR SON

Holly aims  
to improve 
its image 
Streetscape-style 
projects on North 
Saginaw Street 
to be discussed 
publicly on 
Tuesday.

Page 8A

Fire protection, 
tainted wells 
led to city’s first 
water works
Until 1890, Fenton 
residents got their 
drinking water 
from wells.

Page 23A

Weekend 
SUNDAY EDITIONPAGE 1B

And 
the Oscar 
goes to…
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‘‘When you think about 
it, most votes are not cast 

for somebody, 
but rather against 
somebody. This is 
a sad statement on 
the quality of the 
leaders we elect or, 

more accurately, un-elect.”

‘‘Remember this, 
George Washington was 

the only presi-
dent in history 
who didn’t 
blame all his 
troubles on 
the previous 

administration.”

‘‘I just think it is pretty 
sneaky of the newspaper 

to put the King 
column in the 
midweek edition 
so that people 
have to sub-
scribe to the 

Times to read it.” 

‘‘Fellow citizens, let’s be sure to 
patronize the businesses in downtown 
during the six months the Silver Lake 
Bridge will be closed. They are all locally 
owned and operated and will need our 
patronage in order to survive another 
downtown construction closing. They 
need us, and we need them.’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEKTEXT 

YOUR 
HOT LINE

810-771-TEXT

Linden 
reconfigures 
elementary 
schools
nBoard compelled to make 
move to offset expected 
$1.82 million loss
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Linden — Linden elementary 
schools will undergo a district-wide 
reconfiguration to implement grade 
level centers starting next year. At 
its meeting Wednesday, the Linden 
Board of Education made the decision 
with a 6-1 vote. Students will no longer 

attend K-5 in one 
building.
 Starting in 
the 2016-2017 
school year, two 
of the elementa-
ry buildings will 
house kinder-
garten through 
third grade, and 
one building 

will house fourth and fifth grade, 
which the board estimates will save 
$492,000 and meet class size targets.
 The administration at Central 
Elementary will decide the building-
to-building specifics. 

See LINDEN on 16A

nPolice say survey letter with 
check is yet another scam
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Imagine opening your mail and getting a 
letter from a survey company along with a 
legitimate-looking check for $2,920. 

‘‘ The check is 
counterfeit.’’Chief Rick Aro
Fenton Police Department

This legitimate-
looking Capital 
One check was 
received by a 
Fenton woman, 
along with 
instructions to 
purchase prepaid 
cards at local 
retailers. 

‘‘ We must either 
accept and welcome 

the change and 
the challenges that 
come with it or we 
face our fate which 

is most likely a broke 
district.’’Jason Rowden

Linden Board of Education trustee

Jason Rowden
Trustee

Beware! Don’t cash that check
 That’s what happened to a local Fenton woman last 
week. She received a letter in the mail from Nettle Sur-
vey, Inc. in Rocklin, California. 

 The instructions in the letter ask the recipient 
to call a toll-free number with 24 hours to ac-
tivate the check. Once activated, the money (if 
a bank actually cashes the check) is to be used 
to purchase Green-Dot, Vanilla and Netspend

See SCAM on 11A
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Davis Construction is handling the bridge demolition work on Silver Lake Road. The pile of asphalt is from the surface being 
removed to do utility work. See story on Page 6A

Silver Lake Road Bridge closed until mid-summer

Weekend 
sunday edition

$1.00

‘‘No one ever cared about 
the Dibbleville building until 

someone wanted to 
remove it. It has no 
physical or historical 
value, nor is it beauti-
ful or charming. It ac-
tually looks modern. 

If it doesn’t have your name on 
the deed, it’s none of your busi-
ness. Hooray for the DDA.”

‘‘The ‘Michigan Votes’ 
weekly article in the Times 

is a window into 
our government. 
Every week 
Michigan passes 
a dozen more 
laws and taxes. 

Vote all incumbents out. 
They are raping us finan-
cially on a weekly basis.”

‘‘Why are public schools 
pushing the agenda of introducing 

our children to LGBT 
and our kids estab-
lishing a new gender 
identity (without the 
parents’ knowledge)? 
If this goes through, 

all parents should pull their kids 
out of public schools in this state 
immediately.”

‘‘ To Mr. Heller, any adult male 
who believes that he should be 
able to use the same bathroom as 
my 12-year-old daughter is a deeply 
disturbed individual. Would you be ok 
with a strange man using the bath-
room in your home while your daugh-
ter was in there? Didn’t think so.’’

comment 
of the week

text 
your 

hot line
810-771-TEXT

nNew owner researching 
plans for development
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 Dr. Nicole Wax has purchased the Union 
Block corner in Linden, digging her roots 
even deeper into the community where she 
grew up and now owns her own business, 

Wax Orthodontics. 
 Wax announced that she made the pur-
chase for an undisclosed price from the 
LaFontaine family, which has owned the 
property since 2008. 
 According to real estate records, the La-
Fontaine family paid $186,000 for the seven 
parcels of land involved. The purchase was

See union block on 6A

‘‘ This 
property is 

definitely going 
to be a priority 

for me.’’Dr. Nicole Wax
Who recently purchased 
Union Block in Linden

Linden’s Union Block sold — again

TRI-COUNTY TIMES  | TIM JAGIELO

Dr. Nicole Wax of Wax orthodontics in Linden has 
purchased the Union Block in Linden. 

By Vera Hogan • vhogan@tctimes.com
 It’s going to be a bittersweet day this 
summer, when Carol Schuler closes the doors 
to her chocolate and candy shop in downtown 
Dibbleville for the last time. 
 After 34 years in business at the corner of 
South LeRoy Street and West Shiawassee 

See sweet variations on 21A

Sweet Variations leaving downtown Fenton 

Page 1b

Big 
blockbusters 
premiering 

this summer

Ryan Stevens at a court hearing 
earlier this year.

School shooting plot suspects 
in court, FBI agents testify 
By Hannah Ball • hball@tctimes.com
 Flint — The three suspects in the alleged 
Linden school shooting plot were in Genesee 
County District Court on Wednesday. 
 Ryan Stevens, 18, of Linden, Kody Brewer, 
15, of Wolverine Lake (formerly of Linden),

See suspects on 19A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Joshua Russell of Byron is deep into a 
basement project for a client in Fenton 
Township, where his special brand of 
industrial art will be used from floor to 

ceiling. Behind him, is an American flag 
sculpture made out of concrete. The 
sculpture looks and feels like a real 

fabric flag. His philosophy for his art is 
“push the envelope, never be satisfied.” 

The 
carving
artist

See story on Page 10A

Fenton area 
Muslim leader 
targeted for 
death by ISIS
nListed as one of five 
Muslim-Americans  
to be killed
 ISIS, according to the Detroit 
Free Press, has threatened a promi-

nent Muslim-
American re-
ligious leader 
known for 
criticizing ex-
tremism with 
death. 
 ISIS lists 
Hisham Kab-
bani, 71, who 
resides in the 

Fenton area, as one of five Mus-
lim-American religious leaders to 
be killed.
 Kabbani, who is Sufi Muslim, 
has been outspoken against Islam-
ic extremists for decades, reports 
the Detroit Free Press.
 ISIS alleges that Kabbani and 
other leaders like him in the West 
are not true Muslims.
 He is one of five Muslim-Amer
ican religious leaders and scholars 

See threatens on 6A

Shaykh 
Hisham kabbani
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Weekend 
SUNDAY EDITION

$1.00

‘‘Each time the liberal left cre-
ates an intentional problem, such 

as the inane transgen-
der bathroom issue, 
it costs taxpayers 
billions of dollars to 
solve a problem that 
didn’t exist until they 

created it. Remember that when 
you vote in November.”

‘‘DDA city art selection 
process stinks. Let the people 

of Fenton select 
the art pieces, not 
some clandestine 
committee. Allow 
us to be part of 
the process, not 

subject to the selections made 
by a chosen few.”

‘‘So sad to hear of Mo-
hamed Ali’s passing. What a 

great person. He 
stood his ground 
in a non-violent 
fashion. He paid his 
dues, was the best 
and prettiest at what 

he did. Rest in peace and love. 
Ali had a Holly connection — 
Red Allen. Anyone remember?”

‘‘Everything being done 
downtown and in Dibbleville 
has enhanced our commu-
nity and brought jobs and 
prosperity to Fenton. Tell 
me again exactly what the 
problem is?’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEKTEXT 

YOUR 
HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

Bigford sentenced 
to life, no parole
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Mary Lou Bigford, 52, the Gilford 
Township grandmother accused of  
shooting her granddaughter ’s father 
six times while he sat in his car will 
never be free again.

See BIGFORD on 16A

Downtown 
demolition 
makes way 
for road 
extension
nProject will revert 
Caroline Street back to  
pre-Urban Renewal layout
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

Construction crews with Mil-
ford Salvage Iron and Metal  
Company have been working to 
extend Caroline Street in Fenton. 

The road will be extended 
approximately 250 feet, accord-
ing to Dan Czarnecki, Fenton’ s 
Department of Public W orks 
(DPW) director. 

Once the project is complete, 
it will be reminiscent of the city 
before Urban Renewal in the 
mid-1970s when Caroline Street 
was extended farther. Construc-
tion will open the road between 
LeRoy and Walnut streets, near 
the Jack R. Winegarden Library.

See STREET on 13A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

The building formerly housing the Fenton Regional Chamber of Commerce on LeRoy Street is being razed to make way to extend Caro-
line Street in downtown Fenton. For the first time since the mid-1970s, library patrons have a view of downtown Fenton from the library 
steps. By this fall, motorists should be able to drive through Caroline Street.

By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 The three teens suspected in the alleged Linden 
school shooting plot are to appear in Genesee County 
Prosecutor’s Office for a mandatory settlement 
conference on Monday, June13, at 8:30 a.m.
 Ryan Stevens, 18, of Linden, Kody Brewer , 

See COURT on 16A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

Ryan Stevens, 18, of Linden, with 
his lawyer Marc Hart at a previous 
court hearing. Stevens has 
been charged with conspiracy 
to commit first-degree, 
premeditated murder and false 
report or threat of terrorism. 

School shooting plot suspects could face life in prison

PAGE 18A

WHY DIGITAL 
SPORTS 

COVERAGE 
IS BETTER.
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Sale pending on LaJoice properties
nUnknown buyer to 
purchase all six properties in 
Fenton for undisclosed price
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786

The renters living in houses purchased by 
Michael LaJoice in 2015 have until July 9 to vacate 
their homes. 

After hearing rumors that tenants were being 
evicted, the T imes contacted LaJoice’ s defense 

attorney Michael Manley, who explained the situ-
ation Friday morning.
 LaJoice, 37, of Tyrone Township turned himself 
in to the Oakland County Jail in January , admit-
ting to embezzling $20 million from the Clarkston 
Brandon Community Credit Union (CBCCU) in 
Oakland County that he had worked at for 12 years. 
He was the chief financial officer. 
 Charged with 14 counts of embezzlement, he has 
been jailed since he turned himself in.
 LaJoice is also well known in the Fenton area 

See LAJOICE on 14A
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This home at 219 S. Adelaide St. in Fenton is one of the properties 
owned by Michael LaJoice and part of a pending sale.

Killer still 
at large
nState police asking 
for public’s help in 
identifying vehicle 
and suspect
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com;
810-433-6823
 Michigan State Police 
are still looking for a sus-
pect in the murder of Alex-
andra Brueger, 31, of Rose 
Township.
 Brueger was reportedly 
shot four times in the back 
while jogging on Fish Lake 
Road in Rose Township just 
after 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
July 30. She was found 
bleeding in the front yard of 
a home by the homeowner 
who came outside when he 
heard gunshots. He tried to 
resuscitate her and called 
911. She was pronounced 

See KILLER on 8

IDD established 
for CRUST
nNumber of years 
they get will be 
decided after public 
hearing on Aug. 22
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com
 After a public hearing 
Monday night where two 
residents spoke, the Fen-
ton City Council voted 
6-1 to establish the Indus-
trial Development District 
(IDD) for CRUST, the 104 
Caroline St. business in 
downtown Fenton owned 
by Mark Hamel and Chad 
Brennan.
 One of the residents, 
Meagan Putnam asked 

See CRUST on 18

Façade grant 
request to go 
back to DDA
nRequest for 113 Mill 
St. needs nine favorable 
DDA votes; only six 
received in July 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com;
810-433-6823
 A Façade Improvement 
Program application for 
113 Mill St. in downtown 
Fenton was entertained 
and ultimately tabled at the 
Downtown Development 
Authority’s (DDA) June 21 
meeting.  
 The application came 
from Hamel-Brennan 

See FAÇADE on 18

nSalvaged wood to be 
repurposed into furniture 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6825
 It may not be a house anymore, but the lumber 
salvaged from 106 West Shiawassee Ave. in Fenton 

will live on as repurposed furniture and other useful 
wood products.
 According to Joe Bruz of Milford Salvage & Iron, 
the house is being taken apart manually for that reason. 
All of the salvageable old-school lumber is being re-
moved by Rochester Salvage, which will then have 

See SALVAGE on 19

Shiawassee house being dismantled by hand
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HOLLY 
SIGHTS, 
SOUNDS 

AND TASTES
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Midweek 
$1.00

‘‘In this country one is 
innocent until proven guilty. 

Hillary has never been 
convicted of anything, 
therefore is innocent. 
You can’t make her 
guilty because you 
think she is.”

‘‘For those of you who are 
in favor of the liberal (socialist) 

agenda, just look 
at the conditions in 
Rio. Do you want 
that kind of life?” ‘‘Quit bothering Vek’s. 

They’ve been there all 
these years and have built 
up a great business. I love 
the mix of businesses in 
downtown. If you don’t 
want it there, bring a big 
enough check.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Approximately 40 people came to run on Sunday along Fish Lake Road in Rose Township to honor 
Alexandra “Ally” Brueger, 31. Brueger was shot while running along this very stretch of road on July 30. 
Runners placed worn shoes as a memorial to her, near the spot where she died. See Page 9.

Runners rally in memory of murder 
victim Alexandra Brueger

TRI-COUNTY TIMES
TIM JAGIELO

The former Todd Rex 
Design Studio building 
at 106 W. Shiawassee 
in Fenton was a topic of 
controversy when the 
Downtown Development 
Authority talked about 
having it razed. 

Alexandra Brueger

Weekend 
SUNDAY EDITION

$1.00

HERE WE GO AGAIN

‘‘The mother, and I use 
the term loosely, who dropped 

her 13-year-old 
daughter off at the 
Flint motel should 
be held account-
able for her actions. 
She is the pri-

mary cause of every event that 
transpired that day.”

‘‘The place to experience the 
worst behaviors exhibited by driv-

ers is at the high school 
and middle school in 
the morning. Drivers will 
honk at one another, cut 
off other drivers, and flip 
each other off. Ironically, 

it’s the parents behaving this way, 
not the students. Poor example to 
set for our kids.”

‘‘Can the Times find out 
exactly why Fenton is hostage 

to a predatory 
entity like Charter 
cablevision? They 
can’t even sync 
the sound with the 
picture. The same 

tired movies over and over. 
We pay $190 per month for 
this crap?”

‘‘Strong, decisive 
women are always criti-
cized no matter what they 
do. Hillary Clinton and her 
experience are exactly 
what America needs. 
Wake up people.’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

WWW.TECHNICALATHMA.COM

About 70 percent 
of men ages 18-24 
visit porn sites in 
an average month. 
One in three viewers 
are women, and 17 
percent of women 
admit to struggling 
with porn addiction. 

‘‘ With an early 
start date in January, 

we are hoping the 
weather will allow 

for the project to be 
completed quicker.’’Dan Czarnecki

Fenton DPW director

By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Independence Twp. — Michael 
LaJoice, the owner of the now closed 
Chassé Ballroom and Latin Dance 
Studio in Fenton, will be sent to the 
Center for Forensic Psychiatry for a 

competency evaluation. He is facing 
14 felony counts of embezzlement 
after he turned himself in to the 
Oakland County Sheriff’s Office on 
Jan. 6, and admitting to embezzling 
$20 million. 

See LAJOICE on 13A

Watch the 
video 

online at 
tctimes.com

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Michael LaJoice listens as 
attorney Michael Manley 
requests a competency 
evaluation for his client. 
This exam will gauge 
whether LaJoice will be able 
to “rationally assist” in his 
own defense.

LaJoice to be evaluated for competency
nDefense attorney says client is ‘very remorseful’

By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Online pornography has 
been traded since the 1980s, 
but with the rise of technology 
and Wi-Fi, porn is more 
available than ever. Some 
studies suggest the porn 

industry takes in over $13 
billion a year. 
 The addiction starts with 
exposure.
 “When somebody is 
exposed to what you might 
consider an intense pleasure 
it can become a substitute 

for real life,” said Peter 
Healey, a licensed master 
social worker for Serenity 
Recovery Services in Fenton, 
who specializes in addiction. 
“It can become an unhealthy 
coping mechanism.”

See PORN on 7A

Porn addiction growing across all ages and genders

Silver Lake 
Road bridge 
construction 
starts Monday
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 It sounds like an old Alfred 
Hitchcock line, but starting 
Monday, Jan. 25, “the bridge is 
going to be out.”
 According to Dan Czarnecki, 
director of the Department 
of Public Works (DPW), the 
Silver Lake Road bridge project 
involves the removal and 
replacement of the entire bridge 
over the Shiawassee River. 

See CONSTRUCTION 
on 6A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Visitors to the North American International Auto Show in Detroit explore the new Dodge Challenger SRT Hellcat on Jan 16, the first 
day open to the public. The auto show is open this weekend as well. The show runs Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Sunday, 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. See story on page 19A, and go to tctimes.com for a photo gallery and video.

International Auto Show roars into Detroit

nTeens and pre-teens are are becoming addicted at ever-younger ages
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FENTON FAMILY 
TAKES JOURNEY 

ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY

PAGE 2

FENTON TEEN 
IN BATMAN V. 
SUPERMAN 

MOVIE
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‘‘Isn’t it hypocritcal to 
say it is wrong to execute a 
convicted killer for murder 

but acceptable 
to kill an unborn 
child for being 
a temporary 
inconvenience to 
the mother?”

‘‘Conservatives, or as you like 
to call them ‘right-wingers,’ don’t 
want to eliminate legitimate welfare 

benefits. We’d like to 
eliminate the help that 
abled-body cheats are 
collecting. I’ve never 
talked to a single con-
servative who isn’t in 

favor of eliminating foreign aid and 
corporate welfare.” 

‘‘The United States does 
not even make the top 25 list 
for countries with the highest 
crime rates. Some people 
spew without having clue.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

New trash policy irks some 
Dibbleville merchants
nMust haul their trash to 
designated commercial dumpsters
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Dumping trash somewhere other than 
your own receptacle could result in a civil 
infraction and a $500 fine.

See TRASH on 8

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Erich Wilfinger, the man accused of 
murdering his wife, Marsha (Sargent) 
Wilfinger, will be in Montmorency 
County Court again Monday, if only by 

video conference.
 Wilfinger, 67, has been charged with 
open murder-homicide, possession of 
weapons and firearms by a felon, and try-
ing to escape from jail where he continues 
to remain without bond.

‘‘ My mother 
never gave 

up on anyone 
she cared 
about.’’Kelly (Sargent) 

Jackson
Daughter of murder victim

Marsha (Sargent)
Wilfinger

Lake Fenton 
principal’s 
contract not 
renewed
nBut no one is saying why 
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Lake Fenton — Lake Fenton stu-
dents, teachers, parents, and a principal 
left the packed Board of Education spe-
cial meeting on Monday with tears in 
their eyes after the board 
voted unanimously not 
to renew the high school 
principal’s contract. 
 Trustee Bob Grubbs 
was absent. 
 Todd Reynolds’ last 
day as principal will be 
June 30. Reynolds has 
served as the high school 
principal since 2011. 
 Approximately 21 
students, teachers, par-
ents, and friends of Reynolds spoke 
in support of him, citing his lead-
ership qualities, knowledge of stu-
dents’ personal lives, and willingness 

See PRINCIPAL on 6

WATCH THE 
VIDEO 

AT TCTIMES.COM 
WITH THIS STORY

Murder victim’s daughter livid over potential lesser charges
nProsecutor seeks to try alleged killer 
on second-degree murder, no contest 

 Marsha’s daughter, Kelly (Sargent) 
Jackson told friends that she received 
a call last week from the Montmorency 
County prosecutor.
 The prosecutor, Vicki Kundinger, 
wanted to know how the family felt 
about a plea deal, lessening the charges 
to second-degree murder, no contest.
 “Well, after talking it over, we all 

See DAUGHTER on 7
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Lake Fenton High School Principal Todd Reynolds (center) listens as several students and parents speak out in his favor at a 
special Board of Education meeting Monday night. The board voted 6-0 not to renew his contract at the recommendation of 
Superintendent Wayne Wright. He promised supporters that he will finish out the school year on a positive note.

Michael 
LaJoice

nWife Ashleigh 
LaJoice appears in 
court for the first time 
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Independence Twp. — Mi-
chael LaJoice,  the Tyrone Town-
ship man charged with embezzling 

Preliminary exam waived for Michael LaJoice
$20 million from his former credit 
union employer, Clarkston Bran-
don Community Credit Union, 
waived his right to a preliminary 
examination on Wednesday.
 The defense and the prosecut-
ing attorneys signed the waiver.
 LaJoice’s attorney Michael

See LAJOICE on 9
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FINAL CHAPTER 
OF SEMINARY 

ENDS AT 
OAKWOOD
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‘‘Other than the 
municipal parking lot 

behind the 
police station, is 
there any handi-
cap parking 
in downtown 
Fenton? Maybe 

I’m just looking in the 
wrong places.”

‘‘It seems all Fenton wants 
is to spend and keep the town 

in a constant state of 
upheaval. Holly gets 
awards for not tear-
ing itself down while 
Fenton just keeps 
taking buildings 

down and looking for things to 
wreck. Just because you can, 
doesn’t always mean it’s best.”

‘‘College is not the only way to 
succeed. The country is in need 
of skilled trades. A skilled trade 
apprenticeship is free, no debt, 
and is now considered the other 
‘four-year degree.’’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

Fenton City 
officials pass 
2016-2017 budget
nCosts of police 
nearly half of $5.8 
million general fund 
budget 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com
 The Fenton City Council 
passed the 2016-2017 bud-
get after a public hearing on 
Monday, May 9.
 No one from the public 
commented. 
 The total revenues estimat-
ed to be available for appro-
priation in the City of Fenton 
General Fund for fiscal year 
2016-2017 are $5,796,884. 
With a general fund balance 
of $1,996,585 expected July 
1, the total amount of money 
available to appropriate is 
$7,793,469. 
 Total general fund expen-
ditures budgeted for the next 
fiscal year, which begins on 
July 1, are $5,787,406. 
 The lion’s share of the 
general fund expenditures 
in the 2016-2017 budget, 
$2,292,200, are for the 
police department.

See BUDGET on 9

nWitness testifies that 
she saw Bigford shooting 
despite children nearby
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Closing comments are ex-
pected to begin this week in 
the murder trial of Mary Lou 
Bigford, the Isabella County 
woman accused of killing her 

Mary Lou 
Bigford

nLast weekend’s wintry 
mix should be the end 
of snow for the season 
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 Weird, wacky Michigan spring 
weather brought snow and frost 
advisories over the weekend, then 
shot up to the 60s on Monday with 

promises of 70 degrees by Friday.
 This cold, wintry mix took many 
people by surprise, as they were 
camping, visiting Cedar Point, at-
tending spring weddings, dance 
recitals, etc., all under a cloud of 
unexpected cold weather. 
 While snow in May is an unusual 
occurrence, this isn’t the first time 
Michiganders have awakened to 
snow in what is supposed to be a 

warm spring month.
 The worst wintery May storm on 
record in Michigan was on May 9, 
1923, when Flint was buried under 
12 inches of snow, according to 
archived historical reports from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration.
 The heaviest and latest snowstorm 
in Michigan was on May 10, 1990, 

See WEATHER on 6

Weird, wacky Michigan weather

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Livingston County Sheriff’s deputies, along with the Fenton police and fire departments, handle a crash that occurred on northbound 
U.S. 23, south of the Owen Road exit on Saturday at 1 p.m. The vehicle left the roadway and rolled over causing serious injuries to the 
driver, the only occupant. This crash was one of four in the Fenton area on Saturday. See story on page 13.  

Numerous crashes on Saturday 

Exotic animal ordinance 
amendment under final review
nFamily owned zoo with 
rare animals remains open 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 The Tyrone Township Planning Commission 
is getting closer to approving a proposed new 
ordinance that would address the keeping of 
exotic animals under specific circumstances.

See ZOO on 16

Closing arguments begin in grandma shooter case
granddaughter’s father in Mt. 
Pleasant last April.
 Defense attorney Sara Spen-
cer-Noggle, who represents Big-
ford, 52, completed her defense 
late Monday morning, following 
Prosecutor Risa Hunt-Scully 
finishing her case to the jury on 
Wednesday, May 11.

See SHOOTER on 10

MICHIGANNATUREPHOTOS.TUMBLR.COM

This week’s weather forecast calls for a gradual warming 
trend into the 70s by the weekend, bringing a welcome 
shot of spring after last weekend’s snow and cold.

nFenton Township
home goes up in flames
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 A two-story home in the 2000 
block of Grove Park in Fenton Town-

ship was heavily damaged by fire 
Tuesday morning.
 At approximately 9:30 a.m., a 
witness called 911 to report seeing 
heavy smoke coming from the roof 
of the home.
 The house was purchased many 

years ago by the late Will Stiverson 
and his wife. His son, Will Stiver-
son lives in one part of the house, a 
mother-in-law’s apartment with its 
own entry, while his mother lives 
in another section.

See HOUSE FIRE on 9
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HEAT LIGHTNING … 
AND OTHER 

WEATHER-RELATED 
MYTHS
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‘‘How about switching the 
Guitar player ‘Grateful Fred,’ with 

the ugly purple and 
yellow erector set 
sculpture? Let the 
real art be shown on 
LeRoy and let the 
DDA and city em-
ployees look at the 
purple erector set.”

‘‘Gun control? I would 
rather 
be tried 
by 12 of 
my peers 
than car-
ried by 
six of my 
friends.”

‘‘The average person in the 
United States is not as con-
cerned with the political narrative 
as the press would have you 
think. There are external forces 
trying to divide us for some po-
litical or monetary gain. United 
we stand, never forget.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

Fire chiefs say 
burning bans 
are working
nNot too many 
incidents reported; bans 
may be lifted if it rains
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com
 Area fire chiefs were 

pleased to report there were 
few incidents of burning ban 
violations since they were im-
posed early last week.
 Chief Matt Lafferty in Argen-
tine Township said, “Luckily we 
haven’t had many instances.”
 Those who did violate the 
burn ban by starting fires were 
just given warnings, he said. 
 Lafferty said the burning 
ban will remain in place in 
See BURNING BAN on 6

Holly man killed in 
motorcycle crash
nMichigan State 
Police say high speed 
likely a factor
 A 37-year-old Holly man 
was killed in a motorcycle 
crash on July 11. His name has 
not yet been released.
 According to the Mich-

igan State Police Metro 
Post, troopers responded to 
Grange Hall Road, between 
North Holly Road and Riv-
iera Shores Drive in Holly 
Township at 9:15 p.m. to 
investigate a crash.
 The preliminary inves-
tigation revealed that two 
motorcycles were traveling 
eastbound on Grange Hall 
Road. One motorcycle was 

See FATAL CRASH on 7

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Several people could 
be seen walking around 
downtown Linden, playing 
Pokémon GO on July 10. 

REFRESHING RELIEF FROM SUMMER HEAT

Five-alarm fire on Grove Park

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

The Holly Township Library Summer Reading Program took the kids out of the library and onto the Holly Township beach last Thursday, 
July 7, for a cool-off with the Holly Village Fire Department. The department sprayed 1,000 gallons of water over the excited group of 
approximately 40 children as their parents watched.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | 
TIM JAGIELO

Several local fire 
departments battle 
a house fire on 
Grove Park Road 
in Fenton Township 
on Tuesday. No 
one was injured in 
the blaze. 

Pokémon GO 
takes over 
world, Fenton
nSmartphone app 
forces players to walk 
around in order to 
catch Pokémon
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 During summer, parents 
often complain about their 
kids staying in the house all 
day, playing video games 
and not getting exercise. 
 One video game has 
changed that.
 Pokémon GO, an aug-
mented-reality video game 
played on a smartphone, 
forces users to walk around

See POKÉMON on 8
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‘‘Maybe the Times could do 
a story on how to use a gen-

erator safely, and 
the immense danger 
posed when they are 
not properly vented. 
Clearly many people 
still do not under-

stand how many people die 
each year from simple ignorance 
of the hazards generators pose.”

‘‘I know the family and they were 
wonderful, faith-filled people. Yes, 
everyone mourns the loss of them 
but there is no doubt that they are 
all together in heaven right now. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with 
the rest of the family.’’

‘‘Am I the only one who 
is fed up already with all the 

political infight-
ing, backstab-
bing and name 
calling? It’s like 
watching kinder-
garteners on the 

playground.”

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

nFamily members 
found in various  
rooms of the home
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Flint — The Genesee County 
Sheriff’s Office released more de-
tails about the family of six found 
dead in their home early Sunday.
 The parents and four children 
died as a result of carbon monoxide 
poisoning between Friday night and 
Saturday morning.
 At a press conference Monday 
morning, Genesee County Sheriff 
Robert Pickell said the Quasarano 
family returned home Friday from 
a family movie night at Faith Bap-
tist Church in Linden.
 The family discovered they didn’t 
have power because of extremely 

See FAMILY on 7

More details 
emerge 
regarding 
deaths of 
local family

TRI-COUNTY TIMES 
 HANNAH BALL

Genesee County 
Sheriff Robert 

Pickell holds a press 
conference Monday 

to explain details 
surrounding the deaths 
of a Fenton Township 
family due to carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 

The bodies of 
Leonard and Heather 
Quasarano and their 

four children, Luke, 11, 
Brenden, 9, Rachel, 7, 
and Grant, 23 months, 

were discovered in 
the family home on 

Sunday.

‘We surely are at a loss’
nPastor Daniel Patz of Faith 
Baptist describes church’s 
reaction to deaths of family
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 “We surely are at a loss,” said Daniel Patz, senior 
pastor at Faith Baptist Church in Linden, where 
members of the Len and Heather Quasarano family 
were active members. 

 Heather, 39, Leonard (Len), 35, and their chil-
dren Luke, 11, Brenden, 9, Rachel, 7 and Grant, 23 
months, were discovered in their Fenton Township 
home on Sunday, apparent victims of fatal carbon 
monoxide poisoning.
 “They were a wonderful family,” said Patz. 
“They lived their lives with deep faith in Jesus 
Christ in everything they did. They were at the 
church Friday night for family movie night. I have 
kids the same ages and they are reeling from this.”

See LOSS on 7

TRI-COUNTY TIMES
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Faith Baptist 
Church in Linden 

is mourning the 
deaths of Leonard 

and Heather 
Quasarano 

and their four 
children, Luke, 

11, Brenden, 9, 
Rachel, 7, and 

Grant, 23 months.

Fenton fire truck 
heads south
The city of Fenton Fire 
Department is selling its 
1999 rescue truck, which 
was replaced earlier this 
year, to the Doniphan City 
Fire Department in Missouri.

Page 5

Fenton officials say ‘no’ to road 
and sidewalk waiver requests
The Fenton City Council has denied 
the Pine Creek North developer's 
request for waivers that, if approved, 
would have allowed them to avoid 
having to pave a portion of Eddy 
Lake Road and installing a sidewalk. 

Page 5
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‘A 
CONVERGENCE 
OF (FENTON) 

HISTORY’
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‘‘Ladies ‘stand up’
for your rights. Trans-
gender bathrooms are 

shared with 
some who 
may not 
have great 
aim. Sit on 
that?”

‘‘Why doesn’t the DDA sell 
that property to Sweet Varia-
tions? Otherwise we will end 

up with another bar, 
restaurant or park-
ing lot in Dibbleville. 
Something doesn’t 
smell right about this 
whole deal.”

‘‘I had a wonderful tour of the Lin-
den museum today. Everybody should 
take a look, it’s absolutely beautiful. 
I’m so impressed with how Linden 
honors its history, unlike Fenton.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

School shooting plot 
suspects headed to trial
The three attorneys for 
the alleged Linden school 
shooting plot asked Judge 
David Goggins to dismiss 
charges and pleaded on 
behalf of their clients, but the 
cases of the three teens have 
been bound over to circuit 
court for trial.

Page 5
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Robert “Bob” Thornton, Citizens Disposal director of operations, describes the next phases of the landfill he manages. The landfill, which 
can be seen (and smelled) along U.S. 23 and Grand Blanc Road, is state of the art. The odor is methane, which is turned into energy 
and sold to utility companies. See story on Page 3.

CRUST 
expansion 
could result  
in land swap 
nOwner says this 
is ‘last ditch effort’ 
to keep business in 
downtown Fenton 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com 

Fenton — In order to 
keep CRUST from leaving 
the downtown Fenton area, 
the Fenton City Council is  
willing to do some “horse trad-
ing” for land to use for parking.

At a special 5:30 p.m. 
meeting held Monday night, 
Assistant City Manager Mike 
Burns said the administration 
has been working with the 
owners of CRUST  on the 
expansion of their business.

Burns said CRUST would 
like to purchase property 
adjacent to their business, 
property that is owned by 
the city and currently being 
leased by The State Bank for 
bank customer parking.

See CRUST on 6

Ten million tons of trash

nMeeting tonight 
at 6 p.m., at 
Fenton City Hall
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

A significant number of 
people are expected to attend 
tonight’s (April 20) Down -
town Development Author -

ity (DDA) meeting to share 
their thoughts and opinions on 
the possible demolition of 106 
W. Shiawassee St. in Fenton.

The meeting is scheduled 
to take place at 6 p.m. at 
Fenton City Hall. 

Since it became public that 
the DDA intends to demolish 
the house, most recently oc -
cupied by Rex Todd Rogers 

Design Studio, to make way 
for redevelopment of an 
unknown nature, commu -
nity members have spoken 
against the plan. They want  
to preserve the house and 
what’s left of the history of  
downtown Fenton.

The age of the home and 
its historic nature has come 
into question and become a 

topic of controversy . It was  
originally believed that it was 
a hotel built by Judge Daniel 
LeRoy and W illiam Fenton 
in 1837. It was later revealed 
that the house, after being 
dismantled and changed over 
the years, may have been torn 
down in 1901 and a short time 
later rebuilt to what it is today.

See HOUSE on 10

DDA to hear citizens’ concerns about demolition of ‘historic’ house

Linden police looking 
for suspicious man 
nReports say man tried to 
lure student into his car 
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 The Linden Police Department is investi-
gating a reported “stranger danger” incident, 
which occurred on Monday , April 18 in 
downtown Linden.

See SUSPICIOUS on 10
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LINDEN 
BASEBALL 
IMPROVES 

TO 6-0 
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THE 
SCIENCE

OF SWEAT
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‘‘Why is anyone surprised that 
terrorist attacks are 
increasing on Ameri-
can soil? Until we elect 
non-liberal leadership 
we will be on a sinking 
ship. Wake up fellow 
citizens.”

‘‘How exciting that all the 
LaJoice property is being pur-

chased by someone. 
The sooner the Topps 
eyesore is developed, 
the sooner Fenton will 
really be on the rise. 
Yahooooo.”

‘‘We can be certain that the 
boys allegedly planning an at-
tack on Linden had no fathers. 
Across America one third of all 
households have no bio dad. 
Happy Father’s Day to those 
that are dads. We need you.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

City sells 
undeveloped 
53-parcel 
subdivision 
nOriginal developer 
defaults on Lemen 
Street project 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com;
810-433-6823
 Fenton — The Fenton 
City Council voted unani-
mously Monday night to sell 
the undeveloped, 17-acre 
Lexington Oaks subdivision 
to Mitchell Building Com-
pany of Brighton for a total 
price of $543,250 (or $10,250 
per parcel). 
 Lexington Oaks features 
53 residential parcels and 
is located on the northeast 
side of the city near the

See SUBDIVISION on 6

nAdvocacy group alleges 
abuse and neglect against 
residents with disabilities
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786

 The Michigan Protection and Advo-
cacy Service, Inc. (MPAS) filed federal 
complaints on June 2 against Crestmont 
Nursing Care Center and Fenton Health-
care, both in Fenton.
 In the complaints, MPAS challenges 
the local nursing care facilities’ failures to 

disclose documents relating to allegations 
of abuse and neglect of its clients. MPAS 
has the responsibility, both under federal 
and state law to investigate allegations of 
abuse and neglect against persons with 
disabilities.

See FEDERAL CHARGES on 12

Trinity Lutheran has a new home

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Nearly 500 Trinity Lutheran Church members walk to their new location on Main Street in Fenton, in a processional that included music 
and a police escort for the safety of walkers. Construction of the new $8 million church started nearly a year ago and the old location is 
currently for sale. See page 6.

City approves outdoor 
dining at Fenton Hotel
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 The city of Fenton is fast joining the 
ranks of hosting the most restaurants with 
outdoor dining. 
 Once all the I’s are dotted and T’s 
crossed, Fenton Hotel Tavern & Grille 
diners will be able to enjoy their meals 
and beverages outdoors, facing the south 
downtown area. 

See OUTDOOR DINING on 12

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | VERA HOGAN

This area on the south side of 
the Fenton Hotel Tavern & Grille 
will soon feature outdoor seating 
for seven or eight tables. 

Lake Fenton 
High School 
has new 
principal

nFormer Grand Blanc assistant 
principal steps into new role July 1
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 The Lake Fenton Board of Education 
unanimously approved a two-year contract 
for a new Lake Fenton High School principal.

See PRINCIPAL on 6

Chris Belcher

Two Fenton nursing homes facing federal charges

‘‘Some Hot-liner 
stated that Donald 

Trump does 
not have any 
of the char-
acteristics 
required to 
be a politi-

cian. That’s exactly why 
I’m voting for him.” 

Fenton and Linden all revved up
See more 
car cruise 
photos on 
Page 16A
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‘‘Don’t blame any 
over-taxed business 
in Fenton for asking 
for free money from 
the city or DDA, it’s 
their right. But do 
blame the council or 
DDA if they actually 
give it to them.”

‘‘Any woman who does 
not vote for Hillary Clinton 

for president 
is a traitor to 
the sisterhood. 
We have been 
abused for too 
many years. This 

is our chance to change 
America for the better.” 

‘‘Since it’s 
2016, maybe it’s 

time 
for a 
woman 
assis-
tant city 
man-

ager this time.”

‘‘To the caller who 
asked for an example of 
irony, here’s one. People in 
large cities stuck in a traffic 
jam on their way to the gym 
to ride a stationary bike.’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

Women and girls —  
reading this could 
save your life
nProven methods to 
identify and avoid predators
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Women and girls of all ages who think 
nothing will ever happen to them are 
wrong — sometimes dead wrong.
 It doesn’t matter if they live in New 
York City or one of our local small towns, 
the potential for danger is everywhere. 

See SAFETY on 17A

nDevelopers want $400,000 
from the city of Fenton to 
make the project happen
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Fenton — Representatives from the 
Corlin Group, the company responsible 
for the construction of the $4.7 million 
Cornerstone building at Silver Lake 
Road and LeRoy Street, gave a pres-

entation for a second building before a 
joint meeting of the Fenton City Council 
and Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA) Wednesday night.
 The proposed new $7.5 million build-
ing, which is much like the first one, 
would be located in front of 111 S. LeRoy 
St., immediately north of the Fenton 
United Methodist Church.
 After giving an impressive look at 
what they have planned, Ghassan Saab 

See CORNERSTONE on 7A

‘‘ This is the 
first time I’ve 
heard of this 
and I’m a bit 
surprised to 
be honest 

with you.’’Lynn Markland
Fenton city manager

Second Cornerstone project presented

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Corlin Group presented this artist rendering of what their 
next project may look like. It’s a four-story, mixed-use building 
to be located in front of 111 S. LeRoy St. in Fenton.

‘You don’t have 
to live in fear’
nState police address 
questions and concerns 
over murdered jogger
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Rose Twp. — Resident Kay Alvarado 
lives on Rattalee Lake Road, less than two 
miles from where Alexandra Brueger, 31, 
was murdered on July 30. 
 “I’ve seen this little girl run for years,” 
said Alvarado, who has always seen many 
people running and walking on her street, 
which connects to Fish Lake Road, where 
Brueger was shot. 
 But today, “Nobody is running, walk-
ing,” she said. 

See CONCERNS on 15A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

F/Lt. Michael Shaw answers questions 
from the audience. The Michigan State 
Police has received 1,700 tips related to 
the homicide case. 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Thousands enjoyed Fenton’s Tune-up Car Cruise on Thursday. About 500 
cars filled downtown Fenton for one of the busiest evenings of the summer.  
Downtown Linden also drew thousands to view 420 cars on Wednesday.

See more photos on Page 16A

‘‘ I’ve seen this 
little girl run for years... 
It’s just unbelievable 

for this area.’’Kay Alvarado
Rattalee Lake Road resident

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 2016VOL. 23 NO. XXXIII 2012 - 2013 - 2014 NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

The crew taking apart 106 W. Shiawassee 
Ave. in Fenton has removed part of the roof 
and a significant amount of lumber. 

Lots of surprises 
during demolition of 
Shiawassee house
nEverything of architectural 
significance being repurposed
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 It appears that the fate of 106 W. Shia-
wassee Ave. and the preservation of its 
history are in good hands. 
 Last week, the painstaking process of 
deconstructing 106 W. Shiawassee Ave. 
in Fenton began.

See SURPRISES on 14A
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‘‘What so many seem to have 
forgotten is that we are all Ameri-

cans, the most fortunate 
people on the face of 
God’s earth. As it states 
in the Bible, a house 
divided cannot stand. 
We need to be a united 

country again in order for our chil-
dren to survive.”

‘‘We never have to leave the 
Fenton area anymore to enjoy 

wonderful dining in 
local restaurants and 
bars that serve deli-
cious food with local 
workers. We love to 
spend our money lo-

cally. Yay Fenton.”

‘‘They really got that 
Silver Lake Road bridge 
work done in a timely 
fashion and with very little 
disruption to the downtown. 
Heck, it almost seems like it 
wasn’t even closed.’’

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

nLong-awaited 
Silver Lake Road 
project was set to 
start Monday
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com
 Fenton — The project 
to replace the Silver Lake 
Road bridge just west of 
downtown Fenton has been 
temporarily delayed, allow-
ing the road to remain open 
to traffic. 

 Department of Public 
Works (DPW) Director Dan 
Czarnecki said the project 
contractor wasn’t quite 
ready to begin dismantling 
the bridge as planned on 
Monday, so to ease traffic 
the barriers were temporar-
ily removed. 
 “He (the contractor) 
is letting the public con-
tinue utilizing the street 
until he is ready to start 
the removal and will then 

See CLOSURE on 5

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Orange barriers stand ready to reroute traffic before construction on the Silver Lake Road bridge was delayed 
on Monday. The barriers were removed and Silver Lake Road was still open to traffic late Tuesday.

Road closure, bridge 
construction delayed

Linden High 
School has 
second bomb 
threat in less 
than a week
nFalse alarms 
strain resources 
of police and fire 
departments
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com
 On Monday, Jan. 25, at 
approximately 11:46 a.m., 
Linden High School went into 
lockdown due to a bomb threat 
found written on the wall in 
one of the girls’ bathrooms. 
 After assessing the situa-
tion, staff members followed 
their emergency prepared-
ness procedures and initiat-
ed the bomb threat protocol.
 The Argentine Police 

See THREAT on 2
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Coast Guard boats owned by Jeff Shook, a long-
time Fenton firefighter and EMT, are used in the 
movie “The Finest Hours.” The Disney movie 
opens on Friday, Jan. 29.

nJeff Shook’s Coast Guard 
boats used in ‘The Finest Hours’
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 The new Disney movie, “The Finest 
Hours” opens in theaters on Friday, Jan. 
29, and one local man played a big part 
in providing the boats used for rescue 
in this true story of a maritime disaster.
 Jeff Shook, 44, a 1989 graduate of 
Fenton High School and 20-year fire-
fighter and EMT with the Fenton Fire 
Department, owns Coast Guard boats 

that were used for the movie.
 On Feb. 18, 1951, two World War 
II-era tanker ships, the SS Pendleton 
and SS Fort Mercer, faced catastrophe 
during a horrific nor’easter off the coast 
of Massachusetts. The 500-foot-long 
ships split in two within hours of each 
other in frigid cold waters and mon-
strous waves, leaving crew members 
with just a few hours to live before the 
vessels went down. 
 “The Finest Hours” details the daring 
rescue of those mariners.

See BOATS on 8

Fenton firefighter’s boats make the cut in Disney movie

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO 

Manager Megan Polidan places a ham and cheese calzone in the oven at Fenton 
House on Thursday. The restaurant is known for its Italian food and is one of the 
reasons Fenton was named a “foodie destination” in Michigan.

nCity earns recognition as a 
‘must see’ destination for 2016
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 From giant peanut butter and jelly doughnuts at 
Crust and humongous sandwiches at The Laundry, 
to the huge pasta portions at the Fenton House, Fen-
ton is beginning to reap the rewards of its growing 
reputation as a “foodie destination.”
 Boasting more than 50 restaurants, Fenton has 
officially been recognized as one of “7 Must-See 
Michigan Destinations for 2016” by The Awesome 
Mitten, a guest blog on Michigan.org, Michigan’s 
travel and tourism website.
 “Just south of Flint and easily accessible from the 
Detroit area, Fenton’s motto might as well be, ‘Go 
big or go home’ when it comes to its thriving food 

See RESTAURANTS on 9

Fenton restaurants featured 
in Michigan travel blog
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‘‘In a perfect world every 
day’s news coverage of Con-

gress would begin 
with the words ‘As 
expected, lawmakers 
took no action.’  And 
every day we could 
consider that to be 

good news. Every problem in 
America stems from politicians.”

‘‘Mr. Stoody is 100 percent 
correct in his statement that the 

city of Fenton passed 
the buck on the no 
texting law. Texting and 
driving is so blatant all 
over town, there would 
be a definite increase 

in income for the city. The city of 
Troy received $93,300 last year 
from texting tickets.”

‘‘I’m a senior citizen who 
has trouble getting around. A 

big thank you to 
those who hold the 
door for me, reach 
stuff in the super-
market, help me 
up curbs, and help 

in so many other ways. May 
you know you’re an angel in 
disguise. God bless you.”

‘‘This is a message to 
my neighbor. Quit telling me 
you lost a homing pigeon. If 
it doesn’t come back you’ve 
only lost a pigeon. Think 
about it.’’
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Toughing it 
out while the 
bridge is out
nBusinesses are 
accessible but some see 
reduction in customers 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Businesses in the vicinity of the Silver 
Lake Road bridge reconstruction project 
are counting the days until July 1.
 That’s the date Fenton officials say 
the majority of construction will be 
completed and the street open to traffic. 
 Don Andrews, owner of Tim Hortons 
on Silver Lake Road said, “Oh yeah, it’s 
affected our business. We’re down 25 
percent. We have a lot of loyal custom-
ers coming to see us though and we 

See BUSINESSES on 14A

‘‘ We have a lot of loyal 
customers coming to 
see us though and we 

appreciate that.’’Don Andrews
Tim Hortons owner

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Nick Wilcox of Flint heads out for a Cottage Inn Pizza delivery on Wednesday. Being so close to the bridge construction has 
forced him to change his route to make deliveries. While Wilcox hasn’t seen a reduction in his deliveries, other businesses are 
being affected by the closure of the bridge, which will not re-open until July. 

Michigan Board of Ed proposes ‘gender identity guidelines’

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 The Michigan Board of 
Education will be entertain-
ing a vote at its May 10 meet-

ing on a controversial issue 
that has spread like wildfire 
on Facebook last week.
 The issue at hand is stu-
dents’ gender identity and 

‘‘ The issue of students being 
allowed to use the restroom 

in accordance with their 
gender identity is an explosion 

waiting to happen.’’Kent Barnes
Retired Holly Area Schools superintendent

whether Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual, Transgender and 
Questioning (LGBTQ) stu-
dents should accordingly be 
able to change their name 
and pronoun, use whichever 
bathroom and locker room 
they feel comfortable with, 

and wear the clothes of the 
gender they identify with, 
and more — without parental 
or doctoral consent.
 Fenton Board of Educa-
tion President Drew Shapiro 
has weighed in on the matter.

See GENDER on 8A

nStudents could change gender identity 
at school without parental permission

Michigan receives an 
‘F’ for how it conducts 
background checks on 
prospective teachers
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Michigan is one of 12 states to receive 
a grade of “F” from USA Today for how 
school districts conduct background 
checks on potential teachers. 
 Compared to other states that received 

See TEACHERS on 11A

nKept $150,000 from transaction for himself
By Vera Hogan • vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Thomas (Tommy) Tubbs, 45, of Grand Blanc, a former 
Fenton real estate agent, has been arrested for real estate fraud. 
 Tubbs, who worked for Century 21 Woodland (formerly 
Century 21 ParkPlace) in Fenton, has been charged with tak-
ing money under false pretenses, according to court records. 
 Investigators with the Genesee County Sheriff’s Office 
claim Tubbs recently collected $150,000 from an Atlas 
Township couple for a real estate transaction, but kept the money for himself. 

See REAL ESTATE FRAUD on 9A

Local agent charged with real estate fraud

Thomas Tubbs

‘‘It’s a easily verifiable fact 
that Hillary Clinton banked $6.7 

million from speech-
es to corporations 
in 2015 alone. Now 
who do you think her 
allegiance will be to 
in the event she is 

elected president? They have 
names for people who sell their 
integrity to the highest bidder.”

the motion, using language 
recommended by Assistant 
City Manager Mike Burns, 
to accept the only bid re-
ceived for the demolition 
from Milford Salvage & 
Iron, at a cost not to exceed 
$16,500, in accordance with 
the Master Plan. 
 DDA member Chris Bayer, 
who owns A Joyful Noise 

Music Studio across the street from 106 W. Shia-
wassee, supported the motion and it was approved 
by the majority of DDA members present. 

See DIBBLEVILLE HOUSE on 6A
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‘‘The bathroom choice 
‘problem’ is a meticulously 

orchestrated con-
troversy from the 
Obama Administra-
tion to incite hatred 
and division among 
Americans. I assure 

you that he and his corrupt 
cronies are back-slapping and 
laughing behind closed doors.”

‘‘Target does sell Bibles. I 
looked in the Fenton store and on 

their website, where 
dozens of bibles are 
offered. You can’t 
believe anything you 
hear on TV news. The 
networks are corrupt. 

They’re owned by corporations 
that have political agendas. Read 
a newspaper if you want the truth.”

‘‘Each year, beginning on May 
15th, the United States observes 
National Police Week to pay tribute to 
law enforcement officers. I would like 
to give a huge thank you to Chief Aro 
and the members of the Fenton Police 
Department who keep our community 
and our citizens safe. Thank you!’’
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Superintendents 
weigh in on 
‘bathroom bill’
nBill requires public 
schools to let transgender 
students use whichever 
bathroom they prefer
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792

On May 13, the Obama Administra-
tion issued guidance to public schools 
across the country in a letter jointly writ-
ten with the Department of Justice and the 
Department of Education, urging schools 
to let “transgender students enjoy a sup-
portive and nondiscriminatory school 
environment,” the administration said. 
See SUPERINTENDENTS on 19A

nFenton DDA to spend 
$16,500 on demolition
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

Fenton — On Tuesday, Fen-
ton’s Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA) voted to tear 
down 106 W. Shiawassee Ave., 
the fate of which has been the 
subject of much controversy for 
more than a month.

DDA member Mark Hamel, 
co-owner of The Laundry made 

n The majority of 
the Fenton DDA 
voted to tear down 
106 W. Shiawassee, 
awarding the 
demolition bid to 
Milford Salvage & 
Iron for $16,500. ‘‘ I still 

don’t 
think you 
guys are 

getting the 
point.’’Teresa Doan
Fenton resident

Fenton DDA explains 
how they operate
nDirector Mike Burns 
answers questions about 
budget, projects
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282

The Fenton Downtown Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has been in 
the news a lot lately, but there still are 
many questions people have about how 
this group operates and accomplishes 
its goals for downtown development.

Since its inception in 1993, the Fen-
ton DDA has been actively involved 
with the Fenton City Council, Planning 

See DDA on 14A

Much of Fenton’s 
rich history rests in 
Oakwood Cemetery
nOld Prospect Hill is burial 
ground of early settlers
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Names like Clark Dibble, Dustin and 
Harrison Cheney, Judge Daniel LeRoy, 
A. J. Phillips and many more … they 
all speak to Fenton’s rich history … and 
they’re all buried at Oakwood Cemetery.
 While attending Memorial Day cer-
emonies at the cemetery this year, visitors 
may wish to visit some of these unique 
gravesites.
 In 1869, the private Oakwood Ceme-
tery Association was formed. A cemetery 
composed of 23 acres of ground imme-
diately southwest of the old cemetery 
was laid out and, according to historical 
accounts, explain the existence of many 
burials in that portion of the cemetery.  

See CEMETERY on 20A

Dibbleville house will be torn down

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Adopt-A-Pet volunteer Lisa Walker holds Millie, a 4½-month-old, severely abused 
puppy that was dropped off recently at Genesee County Animal Control.  Millie, 
whose body weight is only half of what it should be, is being nursed back to health 
by the staff at Adopt-A-Pet in Fenton. See story on Page 11A

Severely abused puppy ‘…literally skin and bones’

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

The grave marker for Dustin Cheney is 
located in Old Prospect Hill. Cheney was 
one of the first settlers in the Fenton area. 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO
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‘‘The Tri-County Times 
should get a blue ribbon for 

allowing people to 
express their opin-
ions on either side of 
the subject. This is a 
freedom guaranteed 
in the constitution 

that the liberals would like to take 
away. Keep up the good work, 
Tri-County Times.”

‘‘After a meeting with FBI 
Director James Comey, the PGA 

has implemented 
the following rule 
change. From now 
on, your opponent 
must prove that you 
intended to hit the 

ball into a hazard, the woods or 
the water in order for a penalty 
stroke to be assessed.”

‘‘Why would anyone want 
to become a cop? Under liberal 

rule, the criminals have 
become bold enough 
to kill cops at will. And 
the cops can’t fight 
back because, regard-
less of circumstances, 

it is now politically incorrect to 
pursue and arrest black criminals. 
This is social suicide.”

‘‘Hillary had trouble 
with her emails. Bill had 
trouble with his females.’’
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By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
      Never did he expect to be part 
of the deadliest day for police since 
9/11, but that is exactly where 

Preston Bigger found himself on 
Thursday, July 7.
 Bigger, a 27-year -old, 2006 
graduate of Lake Fenton High 
School is a police officer with the 

‘‘ Handshakes 
and a thank you 
mean more than 
you can know.’’Preston Bigger
Dallas police officer, formerly 
of Fenton Township

By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 The sirens were blaring, the lights were 
flashing, but no crime had been committed.
 The H olly P olice Department gave tw o 
young people the ride of a lifetime, as part of 
a prize won during a June 18 fundraising event 
for Holly Little League.

‘‘ His face 
lit up from ear 

to ear.’’Samantha 
Hendricks

Mother of 9-year-old 
with leukemia

Usewick to  
be sentenced 
for bank fraud
Facing up to 

30 years in 

prison and 

$1 million fine.

Page 14A 

Child 
pornography 
case adjourned 
— again
Linden resident 
could get 20 years 
to life in prison.

Page 19A 

Mike Burns 
leaving assistant 
manager post
nHas conditionally accepted 
Lowell city manager job
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

After more than seven years as Fenton’ s 
assistant city manager , Mike Burns will be 
leaving this job to become the city manager  
in Lowell, a community of close to 4,000 
residents, 20 miles east 
of Grand Rapids. 

“I have condition -
ally accepted an of -
fer to become the city 
manager of Lowell,” 
said Burns. “This is  
contingent upon com- 

See MIKE BURNS 
on 19A Mike Burns

‘I thought it must be another Dallas...’

Preston Bigger

nFenton Township man shares experience of 
being a Dallas police officer on day of shooting

Dallas Police Department.
 Five police officers were killed and 
seven others wounded July 7, when sniper 
fire from a lone gunman, later identified as 
Micah Johnson, turned a peaceful rally in 
Dallas over recent police shootings, into a 
deadly chaotic scene.
 On that day, Bigger worked his usual day 

See DALLAS OFFICER on 20A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Jonny Hendricks, 9, shakes the hand of a Mt. Morris police officer Wednesday night at the Red Devil restaurant in Holly. 
Behind him is Holly Police Chief Michael Story. Jonny, who has leukemia, was able to fulfill a wish by meeting officers 
from eight local police departments, touring the Holly police station and taking a ride in a patrol car.

GIFT of a LIFETIME

Nine-year-old with leukemia wins dinner and patrol car ride with Holly cops
 But the story is about much more than just 
winning a prize — it’s about the bravery of one 
young boy, a selfless friend and a Holly police 
officer who wanted to make a difference.
 Jonny Hendricks, 9, has been battling 
leukemia since he was 6 years old, enduring 
blood transfusions, IV and oral chemotherapy 

See GIFT on 15A

‘‘If Apple CEO Tim Cook 
had a son or daughter that was 

slaughtered in San 
Bernadino, you can 
bet that he would 
give the FBI the 
encryption code in 
a heartbeat. Ameri-

cans need to remember this 
when buying technology. Don’t 
pay Apple, make Apple pay.” 
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‘‘In case you haven’t 
noticed, President 
Obama basically retired 
over a year ago. For 
more than two years as 
president, he has lived 
like a king at our expense, 
while doing nothing. He 
is not the first president to 
do this, but it is indicative 
of his character.”

‘‘I purchased a generator a 
couple years ago from (local) 

Hardware. They were 
very specific about 
how dangerous it is to 
operate a generator 
anywhere near your 
home and told me 

to be aware of the wind direction 
also. I did not know of the danger 
until they explained it to me.”

‘‘A socialist, 
a muslim and an 

illegal 
immi-
grant 
walk 
into a 
bar. The 

bartender says, 
“What’ll you have 
Mr. President.”

‘‘Woke up this morning 
still laughing after watching 
Trump at the latest debate. 
Ted Cruz accused him 
of repeating himself, and 
Trump vehemently replied, 
“I never repeat myself, I 
never repeat myself.’’
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By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Sometimes there are no 
words to describe how people 
of all ages in the community 

feel about the Quasarano fam-
ily and their untimely deaths 
last weekend.
 On Feb. 21, Heather, 39  
and Len, 35, Quasarano, 

‘‘ All of us at Linden 
El were blessed to build 

relationships with the entire 
Quasarano family.’’Robert Pouch

Linden Elementary School principal

Area supervisor 
salaries — super 
high, to super low
nNo ‘rhyme or reason’ as to 
how they’re compensated
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 When it comes to the salaries and benefits 
paid to area township officials, there does 
not appear to be a reasonable explanation 
as to why one local supervisor earns close 
to $42,000 more than another supervisor in 
another township.
 Robert DePalma, supervisor for Groveland 
Township earns $61,037 per year. Township 
officials are not offered health care ben-
efits, but are eligible for retirement benefit 
through MERS (Municipal Employees Re-
tirement System).
 “Salaries are adjusted annually based 
on what the Oakland County communities 
around us do,” said DePalma. “We look at the 
percent increase at Brandon, Independence, 
Springfield and Holly.

See SALARIES on 14A

Trial continues for man 
charged with death of trooper
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 The man charged with causing the death of 
Michigan State Trooper Chad Wolf in a vehi-
cle accident last August 
was in court on Wednes-
day for a continuation of 
his preliminary exam.
 Charles Raymond War-
ren Jr., 69, was charged 
on Oct. 23, 2015 with 
reckless driving causing 
death and failure to stop 
at the scene of an accident 
resulting in death.

See TRIAL on 18A

Community mourns Quasarano family
along with their four chil-
dren, Luke, 11, Brenden, 9, 
Rachel, 7, and Grant, who 
would have turned 2 on 
March 4, were discovered in 
their Stony Brook Pass home 
in Fenton Township. 

 They had died sometime over 
the weekend from accidental 
carbon monoxide poisoning. 
 Three of the Quasarano 
children attended Linden El-
ementary. 

See MOURNS on 6A

nVigil to be held Sunday at 6 p.m.

Charles 
Raymond 
Warren Jr.

nSchool shooting plot 
case has pile of new  
discovery evidence 
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Flint — The preliminary examina-
tion for the alleged Linden school 
shooting plot was already pushed 
into a second day in Judge David 
Goggins’ court room. 
 Due to new evidence gathered 
by the Argentine Township Police 

See CASE on 13A

‘‘ It’s not 
something you 
get done in an 

eight-hour day…
It’s going to be 
a while, we’re 

still finding 
stuff.’’Det. Doug Fulton

Argentine Township 
Police Department

‘The more we dig, the 
more we keep finding’

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

Rose Township Supervisor Paul Gambka 
earns the second highest salary among tri-
county area supervisors. Gambka, who also 
works as a self-employed accountant, says 
he spends 30 to 34 hours on township duties.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Kathy O’Neil runs the “worm motel” table at The Family Science Night at Central Elementary in Argentine Township 
on Wednesday. The Sloan Museum provided activities.                              See story and more photos on Page 8A

Science 
Fair fun

‘‘To the Hot liner claiming U.S. 
military had unisex bathrooms 

in Desert Storm. The 
only unisex bathrooms 
provided by the military 
were porta-johns. 
Wherever possible, 
segregated facilities 

were, and still are, provided, espe-
cially for bathing. Also, there are 
no children in the military.”
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‘‘I hate to burst your 
bubble, 20/20 vision, but 

the King is 
alive and well 
in the Wednes-
day edition. 
As for Heller’s 
viewpoints, 

they are mostly nonsense 
with the liberal blinders 
firmly in place.”

‘‘Morals and common sense 
aside, the biological differences 

between men and women 
alone are enough reason 
for women not to want to 
share a ‘seat’ with strange 
men in a public rest-
room. As a woman and a 

physician, I will never use any public 
restroom that is for both genders. It’s 
grossly inappropriate.”

‘‘Dear Fenton school teach-
ers, administrators and staff, 
thank you for making a differ-
ence in the lives of our children, 
each and every day. Sincerely, a 
grateful parent.’’
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nMajority of people at 
crowded DDA meeting 
speak against demolition
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 Fenton — In what Chairman 
Craig Schmidt called a rare occur-
rence, the Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA) held a special 
meeting Wednesday night in front 
of a packed house.
 The issue at hand was the possible 

Township sewer 
project — 10 years 
and counting
nTreasurer explains 
why residents still 
paying $255 a quarter
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 This is part one of a two-part series 
about the Fenton T ownship sanitary 
sewer system and sewer fund. 
 Fenton Township residents will pay 
$255 a quarter for at least 10 more years for 
the sewer system rehabilitation project, ac-
cording to a report put out by the township. 
 The township estimates they may be 
able to consider a minor rate decrease in 
four to five years, but the fee will remain 
a $255 for at least 10 more years. The 
user fee was implemented in 2006. 
Background
 In 2002, the township entered into an Ad-
ministrative Consent Order (ACO) with the 
Michigan Department of Environmental 

See SEWER on 8A

Land swap deal will 
keep CRUST in city
nFifty new jobs are 
icing on the cake 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

Fenton — In order to keep CRUST 
from leaving the downtown Fenton area, the 
Fenton City Council is willing to do some 
“horse trading” for land to use for parking.

The promise of 50 new jobs also 
sweetened the pot.

See CRUST on 21A

‘‘ When you take 
down buildings 
you never get 
them back.’’Teresa Doan

Fenton resident
Property owner Donna Hotchkiss is frustrated about the lack of parking 
in downtown Fenton. Several residents voiced opinions at the meeting.

Upset citizens say ‘save the building’
demolition of 106 W. Shiawassee Ave. in the Dib-
bleville area of downtown Fenton. The majority 
of those present were against the destruction of 
a ‘historic’ building, which they said adds to the 
charm of the downtown. They also expressed worry 

over what would be built in 
its stead should the building 
be torn down.
 City Manager Lynn Mark-
land explained some of the 
history of the building, saying 
the administration’s research 
shows it was actually built in 
See DEMOLITION on 11A

Largest penguin center in the world is less than hour drive from here
See story and more photos on Page 20A

P̀olar plunge'

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

A worker for the Fenton Township DPW 
unclogs a sewer line on Thompson 
Road in 2013.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Plans for Action 
Auto site revealed
nSkyPoint requests
financial support from DDA
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

Fenton — The question “what’s going 
on that corner” has finally been answered. 

At the April 20 special meeting of 
the Fenton Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA) meeting, it was re-
vealed that a three-story development, 
much like the Cornerstone building, 

See PLANS on 14A

SkyPoint Ventures provided three 
renderings for a three-story structure 
at the site of former Action Auto at the 
northwest corner of Silver Lake Road 
and North LeRoy Street.

$1.00
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Feds order Crestmont to turn over records
nComplaint against 
second Fenton nursing 
home dismissed 
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 The Michigan Protection and 
Advocacy Service, Inc. (MPAS) filed 
federal complaints on June 2 against 
Crestmont Nursing Care Center and 

Fenton Healthcare, both in Fenton.
 On June 14, the advocacy group 
voluntarily dismissed the char ges 
against Fenton Healthcare. 
 Chris E. Davis, attorney for MPAS 
said Thursday that the case was to 
enforce their right to access records so 
MPAS could conduct an investigation 
into allegations of abuse and neglect.
 “Once the records were provided, 

the case was dismissed,” Davis  
said, referring to Fenton Healthcare. 
“Sometimes, MPAS has to seek an 
order from the court. At other times, 
the facility provides the records  
immediately once they are sued.”
 Davis added that it is unknown at  
this time if any future char ges will be 
filed against Fenton Healthcare. He will 

See CRESTMONT on 15A

‘‘ Even though my 
husband is a police officer 

— he is our true hero 
without the uniform.’’Michelle Townsend

Wife of Fenton Det. Scott Townsend
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www.TimesAllAboutPets.com
This website features 

everything about pets! 
Including adoptable dogs and 
cats from Adopt-A-Pet Fenton!
See Pages 8-9B for more adoptable pets
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‘‘I refuse to fly my flag at 
half staff each time we experi-

ence a terrorist 
attack. It shows 
weakness and 
submission, not 
strength. Flags 
should only be flown 

at half staff when a president or 
former president dies.”

‘‘Let me get this 
straight Mr. President. 

The NRA is 
the biggest 
threat to 
America 
and Ameri-
cans, not 

the radical Islamic 
terrorists?”

‘‘There is simply no logical 
reason on earth why any Ameri-

can citizen should 
be able to own a 
gun. Privately owned 
weapons are not 
necessary in today’s 
world. That’s why we 

have police and the military.”

‘‘I am part of the 2016 graduating 
class. I could have gone to college on 
a scholarship but instead signed up for 
military service by my own choosing. I 
am the only male I am aware of in my 
class who has chosen to serve. Most 
of my teachers discouraged me from 
joining.  Semper Fi.’’
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nDespite son’s illness,
this Fenton dad 
manages to do just that
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

Some of the simple joys of fatherhood 
may include spending time with your little 
boy, playing putt-putt golf, video games 
and reading books. 

A father may also share his son’ s joy 
when he gets presents, cake and ice cream 
for his birthday, and sees the pride in his 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Townsend family poses for a photo at 
home. In the back (from left) are Michelle, 
Sophia, Nick and Gabe. In the front (from 
left) are Brody and Scott.

Balancing police work and family life

son’s eyes when Daddy puts on a police 
officer’s uniform.
 Det. Scott Townsend of the Fenton Po-
lice Department has such a boy, only his 
son is a 5-foot, 10-inch-tall 15-year -old 
weighing 180 pounds. Cognitively , the 

teen has the mind of a 4-year-old.
 Townsend’s son, Nick, suf fers from 
Dravet Syndrome, a severe, debilitating 
form of epilepsy. In order to be diagnosed 
with Dravet’s, a child’ s seizures had to 
have begun during the first year of life.
 “Nick’s first seizure began the day after 
Thanksgiving when he was 5 months old,” 
Townsend said. “It lasted for 45 minutes.”

See DAD on 6A
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Crestmont Nursing Care Center on Trealout Drive 
is under investigation for abuse and neglect by the 
federal government.

School’s out!

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

On Thursday morning, North Road Elementary promoted 76 fifth-graders to middle school in an award ceremony. This was 
followed by a clap-out by the other grades and saying good-bye to teachers outdoors. Fenton Area Public Schools were the last 
to end the 2015-16 school year in the tri-county area, with a June 16 finish.
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Lahring Road 
closed until 
further notice 
nContractor hauling 
excavator hits, damages 
bridge over U.S. 23
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786

Motorists traveling through Fen -
ton Township need to be aware of  
some road closures and detours due 
to a crash at 6:50 a.m. Friday, June 17.

According to Fenton Township 
Fire Chief Ryan Volz, a contractor 
hauling an excavator struck the bot-
tom of the Lahring Road overpass 
in Fenton Township as he traveled 
on southbound U.S. 23. The bridge 
was damaged from the impact.

Because of the damage to the over-
pass, the Michigan Department of  
Transportation (MDOT) has closed 
both directions of Lahring Road to 
all traffic between North Road and 
St. Andrews Way until further notice. 

See BRIDGE on 9A
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‘‘I did not know that it was 
legal for a track runner to dive 

over the finish 
line. Seems like it 
is not in the spirit 
of the Olympic 
games to do that. 
If everyone did it, it 

would soon be outlawed. Her 
theatrics after the race were 
also quite odd.”

‘‘If you are going to vote, 
I ask only one thing from you. 

Please take the 
time to Google 
‘Clinton body count’ 
before election 
day. It’s similar to 
reading the label 

on food products so that you 
know what you are buying.” 

‘‘History can repeat 
itself. If Native Americans 
had the benefit of ‘state-of 
the-art weapons,’ would the 
government have been able to 
take away their property and 
freedom so easily?’’

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK‘‘There have been 99 peo-

ple shot in Chicago in less than 
a week, more than 2,500 just 
this year. This is what happens 
when the mainstream media 
makes the cops out to be the 
bad guys. Thanks, Obama.”

nStevens: ‘It was 
supposed to be a joke 
but it wasn’t funny’
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Flint — Ryan Stevens, 19, accepted 
a deal and pleaded guilty to false report 
or threat of terrorism in Genesee County 
Circuit Court on Monday, Aug. 15.
 This offense is a five-year felony.
 Karen Hanson, assistant prosecuting 
attorney for Genesee County, said Ste-
vens was being charged with two counts 
— conspiracy to commit murder and false 
report or threat of terrorism.
 She asked Judge Joseph Farah to dismiss 
the first count because of Stevens’ plea.
 Stevens, and two other suspects, Kody 
Brewer and Lamarr Dukes, were appre-

Linden teen pleads guilty in school shooting plot
TRI-COUNTY TIMES

HANNAH BALL

Raising his right 
hand, Ryan Stevens, 

19, stands with his 
attorney, Marc Hart 

as he listens to Judge 
Joseph Farah read 
his plea agreement 
in Genesee County 

Circuit Court on 
Monday, Aug. 15.

hended after Argentine Township Police 
discovered social media posts about 
carrying out a potential school shooting.
 They were charged with conspir-
acy to commit first-degree, premedi-
tated murder, a felony punishable by 
up to life in prison and false report 
or threat of terrorism, a felony pun-
ishable by up to 20 years in prison.
 Farah asked Stevens if he under-
stood the charges against him and if 
he understood the plea deal of plead-

See GUILTY on 13

n ‘We are proud to serve 
those who have served us’
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
 We often hear “stories” about vet-
erans not getting the care they need in 
a timely manner at veteran hospitals 
and other medical 
facilities.
 Politicians often 
use the “plight” 
of veterans as part 
of their platforms 
and offer prom-
ises to make things 
better for the men 
and women who 
sacrificed for our 
country. 

See NURSES 
on 6

‘‘ Where 
else can 

you hear a 
firsthand 

account of 
D-Day?…’’Lori Crawley, RN

Care Coordinator
VA Ann Arbor 

Healthcare System-
VA Ann Arbor 
Medical Center

VA nurses go 
‘above and beyond’ 

Lobdell Lake drowning is third in seven years
TRI-COUNTY TIMES 
TIM JAGIELO

A 50-year-old man was 
found floating face 
down Monday morning 
in Lobdell Lake near 
this beachfront. No 
foul play is suspected.

nFoul play not 
suspected; victim’s 
name not yet released
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 Just before 12 p.m. on Mon-
day, Aug. 15, Argentine Town-

ship police and fire departments 
responded to the 16000 block 
of Oak Hill Drive on a report of 
a person floating face down in 
Lobdell Lake.
 According to Argentine Town-
ship police, a male and female

See DROWNING on 6

‘‘ I made a post 
that threatened a 

government agency...
It wasn’t serious. It 

was childish.’’Ryan Stevens
Linden teen

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

On Tuesday, carpenters build stable doors inside Silver Lake Stables, which is currently under construction in Fenton 
Township. There are 26 stables in the 11,250-square-foot area, with rich details of dark wood and brass. See story on Page 7.

Silver Lake Stables

KNOWLEDGE 
IS POWER!

Read. Learn. Save. Subscribe.
810-433-6797
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nFrom gummies, to beer, 
to skin care, even mascara
By Hannah Ball
 Smoking marijuana isn’t the only way 
to ingest the product. With Michigan 
residents voting to legalize recreational 
marijuana in November, they’re going to 
see more and more marijuana products on 
future store shelves and online. 
 Gummies. Chocolate. Beer. Sparkling 
water. All of these products can be made 
with marijuana. 
 The products with a high amount of 
THC (tetrahydrocannabinol) cause the 
“high,” while other products contain a 
small amount of THC but contain more 
cannabidiol (CBD) for medicinal pur-
poses. They should be packaged with 
clear language that tells the potential 
buyer how much THC and/or CBD is 
in the item. 
 Many of the companies mentioned 
below don’t deliver to Michigan, but 
the Great Lakes State could begin to see 
similar companies gaining traction. 

Gummies
 Baked Bros makes sour Kush Kids, 
which won the Best Product award at 
2014’s Cannabis Cup. The total amount 
of THC in their bags of gummies ranges 
from 80 mg of THC to 300 mg. The 
packaging clearly states the ingredients, 
number of servings and flavor of gummy. 
 LOL Edibles is a company that makes 
cereals called Frooty Loops and Cap’n 
Munch, as well as Cheeto-like snacks. 

Chocolate
 It could be argued that the marijuana-
infused business began with chocolates 
and brownies, and these products aren’t 
going away. 
 Kiva is a popular marijuana-infused 
chocolate seller that also markets their 
mints and chocolate drops. On their pack-
aging for a bar of dark chocolate, it states 
the candy is medical cannabis, contains 
120 mg of CBD and 120 mg of THC. It 
should be kept away from children. 

Marijuana-infused products

Savory options
 Kush Nuts sells marijuana-infused 
cashews, almonds and more, seasoned 
with rosemary, olive oil, garlic and other 
spices. Self-described as medical canna-
bis, these products come with THC levels 
ranging from 45 to 180 mg. 

Beer and other beverages 
 A few places in marijuana-friendly 
states are infusing marijuana in beer 
and cocktails. The creator of Blue Moon 
is developing cannabis-infused, non-
alcoholic beer in Colorado, where a few 
dispensaries already sell cannabis cola 
and fruit punch. Some coffee shops in 
New York sell cannabis coffees.
 Marijuana-infused sparkling water is 
also on the market. Keef sells flavors in 
cola, orange soda, blue razz and root beer, 
spiked with THC. 

Skin care and pain relief 
 Some marijuana-infused products can 
be purchased with a medical marijuana 
card to help an individual with pain relief 
or other ailments. Whoopi Goldberg and 
OM Edibles founder Maya Elisabeth cre-
ated Whoopi & Maya, which is a cannabis 
brand of lotions and ointments that can 
help alleviate menstrual pain. 
 Other companies are starting to target 
suburban women with their marijuana-
infused skin care products. According to 
thestreet.com, some research shows that 
CBD might be able to help fight acne. 
This includes balms, lotions, bath bombs 
and salts, and more. 
 Sephora now sells beauty products 
containing CBD, like the KUSH High 
Volume Mascara. 

Source: thrillist.com, thestreet.com, 

MICHIGAN

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY

MichiganVotes.org is a free, non-partisan 
website created by the Mackinac Center for 

Public Policy to provide concise, non-partisan, 
plain-English descriptions of every bill and 

vote in the Michigan House and Senate. This 
report was released Friday, Dec. 21.

House Bill 5526: Assign letter-grade 
to each public school
To require the Department of Education 
to develop a system that assigns each 
public school building a series of 
letter grades between A and F based 
on different academic measures, 
including success and growth rates 
on the state’s math and reading tests, 
as indicated by specific metrics the 
department would determine.
Passed 21 to 17 in the Senate
Sen. David Robertson (R-Dist. 14)   YES
Sen. Mike Kowall (R-Dist. 15)   YES
Sen. Joe Hune (R-Dist. 22)   YES
Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Dist. 27)   NO
Sen. Ken Horn (R-Dist. 32)   YES

House Bill 6553: Let legislature 
intervene in legal challenges to laws
To authorize the state House or Senate 
to intervene in any case in state courts to 
protect a power or interest of the state or 
the legislature. Among other things, this 
would allow the incoming Republican 
legislature to defend previously passed 
laws it favors should an incoming 
Democratic Attorney General, Secretary 
of State or Governor choose not to 
defend legal challenges.
Passed 26 to 12 in the Senate
Sen. David Robertson (R-Dist. 14)   YES
Sen. Mike Kowall (R-Dist. 15)   YES
Sen. Joe Hune (R-Dist. 22)   YES
Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Dist. 27)   NO
Sen. Ken Horn (R-Dist. 32)   YES

House Bill 6011: Authorize drivers 
license “points” for tickets in other 
states
To enroll Michigan in a national driver 
license compact that shares traffic 
violation records with other states. Under 
the compact, a traffic violation in another 
state would generate “points” on a 
Michigan driver’s license, and vice versa.
Passed 38 to 0 in the Senate
Sen. David Robertson (R-Dist. 14)   YES
Sen. Mike Kowall (R-Dist. 15)   YES
Sen. Joe Hune (R-Dist. 22)   YES
Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Dist. 27)   YES
Sen. Ken Horn (R-Dist. 32)   YES

GOLD & SILVER 
COINS & BULLION,  

SCRAP GOLD  
JEWELRY,   

RARE COINS &  
CURRENCY

AND MUCH MORE!

Old Duck 
Decoys

U.S. & FOREIGN 
COIN & CURRENCY 

HIGHEST PAYOUT GUARANTEED

Gold and Silver Coin Bullion Exchange LLC

War
Memorabilia

Sports Cards 
& Collectibles

All Proof and 
Mint Sets

Get a FREE  
APPRAISAL!

Old Toys

Old & Rare 
Coins

(810) 394-1361
2740 Grange Hall Road, Suite A | Fenton (At the light at Fish Lake Rd.)

M-F 10am-5pm | Sat 10am-2pm or by appointment
GOLDANDSILVERCOINANDBULLIONEXCHANGE.COM

Bud Steward 
Lures

YOUR AGENCY NAME  

OR LOGO GOES HERE

CITY  •  000.000.0000

youragencywebaddress.com

®

11 teens die every day 

as a result of texting while driving 

- Institute for Highway Safety Fatality Facts

Corissa Banghart
1190 Torrey Rd., Fenton
810-629-1566
bbmich.com
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My resolution for 2019
 New Year resolutions — I don’t usu-
ally make them because I am terrible 
at keeping them. But this year I think 
I will make an exception. I’m going to 
try to be more considerate — especially 
to those people who are always so kind 
to me. 
 Sometimes it’s easy for us to say, 
“They’re not going to care if I don’t 
— call back, email back, say thanks, 
or acknowledge their consideration 
or kindness in 
some way.” But 
it should not be 
that easy and 
even though I 
usually try, I am 
going to do bet-
ter to be more 
considerate, and 
I am going to 
expect the same 
from others. 
 In past years, I have received invita-
tions to high school open houses, birth-
day parties and other special events. If 
I could not attend personally, I always 
sent a gift. But rarely did I get a thank 
you card, or even see that person again 
for a long time. And I always end up 
chastising myself for being such a sap. 
Not gonna happen anymore. 
 There is a scene in one of my favor-
ite movies that has stuck with me since 
it first aired in 1993, something I used 
as a learning tool for my own children 
when they were little boys. 
 The movie is called “A Bronx Tale” 
and it is about a teenager on the streets 
of the Bronx in the socially turbulent 
1960s. Calogero, or “Cee” as his father 
and friends call him, gets taken under 
the wing of a neighborhood mobster 
named Sonny. While Sonny initiates 

him into the ways of gangland life, in 
direct conflict with his straight-arrow 
bus driver father, he also teaches him a 
few worthwhile life lessons. 
 There is a scene in this movie where 
Sonny loans Cee his new red convert-
ible to go on a first-time date with a 
classmate named Jane. Sonny instructs 
Cee to open the passenger door for Jane 
when he arrives to pick her up. Then, 
as he goes around the front of the car 
to go to the driver’s side, he is to look 
out of the corner of his eye to see what 
Jane does.
 If she reaches over and lifts the but-
ton to unlock the driver’s side door 
for Cee, she is “one of the great ones,” 
according to Sonny. If she doesn’t do 
this, she is inconsiderate and selfish and 
should be dumped immediately. Jane 
lifted the button so life was good.
 There is another thing that has stuck 
with me throughout the years. Our former 
general manager, the late Glenn Rock-
man, was one of the nicest guys ever. But 
he had a firm policy, from which he never 
waivered. When interviewing a potential 
new employee, it didn’t matter how edu-
cated, intelligent, qualified or skilled that 
candidate was, if he or she did not say the 
words, “I must give my current employer 
two week’s notice,” that candidate did not 
get the job.
 The way Glenn looked at it was if 
this person was willing to do something 
this rude and inconsiderate to their cur-
rent employer, “they won’t hesitate to 
do it to me.”
 Civility is often questioned in these 
turbulent times and it would be wise for 
me, and all of us, to remember that a 
kind word or gesture, or even a simple 
thank you when someone does some-
thing nice for you, doesn’t cost a thing. 

Opinions offered in Just Sayin’ are the author’s alone and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of the Tri-County Times or its staff. Email Vera at 
vhogan@tctimes.com.

VERA HOGAN

Just sayin’... vhogan@tctimes.com

A ROUNDABOUT AT North and Tor-
rey roads would be great. I’ve visited 20 
European and Middle East countries. If the 
people in those countries can figure out a 
roundabout, I’m quite confident Americans 
(true Michiganders) can safely figure them 
out as well.



MONDAY’S SELL-OFF extends the market’s 
losses after its worst week in more than seven 
years. The major indexes are down 16 to 26 
percent from their autumn highs.



NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION 
Lifeline operates 24 hours a day. If you or 
someone you know needs help, call the 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 24 
hours a day at 800-273-8255.



SANTA LEFT TRUMP a lump of (clean) 
coal for Christmas.



WHEN LEAD SHOWED up in school 
water, Detroit got right on it. The nation 
hasn’t.



TO THE HOT-LINER that said political cor-
rectness is the antithesis of the first amend-
ment. You nailed it my friend. Spot on. 



HOW SOON WE forget. Uneducated liber-
als in ascendancy. Democrats spent $2 
billion a month in Vietnam but won’t spend 
two and a half months worth of what they 
spent in Vietnam to protect this country.



MY STOCK HOLDINGS are down 20 

percent and the President is advising me 
to buy the dip. Oh really, with what?



IN RESPONSE TO the person who tried to 
shame the prior owner of many manufactured 
home communities in the Fenton area. He 
never charged us water, sewer or trash He 
was a true gentleman. Shame on you.



ROUNDABOUTS — BROUGHT TO you 
by same idiots who thought a shopping 
mall in the middle of the street was a 
good idea.



UNBELIEVABLE, REPUBLICANS CAN-
NOT agree on anything. These incompe-
tent politicians just shut the government 
down. They own the senate, congress and 
the president, yet they want to blame the 
Democrats.



I DON’T GET it. All of the complaining 
about auto insurance all of a sudden. It 
just didn’t go up; it’s been like this. Ap-
parently, when Republicans ran the state, 
high insurance rates were okay, but now 
that we have a Democrat it’s not. Where 
have you people been?



OBAMA AND CLINTON were all part of 
the 16–year plan to weaken our military. 
Open borders feed weapons to other 
countries, destroy our population. People 
need to wake up and follow QAnon if 
they really want to know what’s going on. 
These evil people will pay the price.



ALEXANDRIA CORTEZ IS an idiot. She 
needs to be shipped to Venezuela. 



HOT LINE CONTINUED

Celebrate with us  
Friday-Sunday

10% OFF 
all bottles of wine 
and champagne

OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/19

Grand 
Opening!

Start your weekend off right with  
The Meeting Place, casual dining for all

Gather. 
Eat. 
Drink. 
Meet. 
Repeat.
HAPPY HOUR IS 
HAPPY DAYS 
Monday-Thursday 10am-9pm 

$1 OFF

All alcoholic beverages 
and menu items

The Meeting Place is a family place

3600 OWEN RD. FENTON  |  810-354-8881

Serving Brunch/Lunch/Dinner all day

PRIVATE EVENTS 

RESERVATIONS 

CATERING AVAILABLE

Personalized Care that Doctors Trust | www.AdvancedPhysicalTherapy.com
Clio•Clarkston•Davison•Goodrich•Flint•Hartland•Grand Blanc

7 locations to serve you!

Hartland Clinic
11182 Highland Rd.

810.632.8700

Grand Blanc Clinic
10809 S. Saginaw St.
810.695.8700

A doctor’s prescription may not be needed. Call today to 
schedule an evaluation and get on the road to recovery.

Our hands-on techniques and exercise programs delivered 
by highly trained, compassionate therapists will help you get 

back to an active, pain-free lifestyle. 

Physical Therapy Occupational Therapy 

Sports Medicine Certified Hand Therapy

DON’T LET PAIN 
keep you from enjoying life!



Personal Notices

Employment Wanted

EXPERIENCED RN 
AVAILABLE to care for your 
loved one in your home. No 
heavy lifting. Call 810-735-
5175 or 810-513-5139.
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Classifieds
REAL ESTATE | GARAGE SALES | JOB OPENINGS
SERVICE DIRECTORY | PUZZLES | OBITUARIES

Who will take me
MH E?O

13575 Fenton Rd. • Fenton
www.adoptapetfenton.com

810-629-0723

I’m an independent 
girl looking for someone 
to sweep me off my feet!Misty

SPONSORED BY:

PATRICIA A. MCGARRY, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

200 Lindenwood Dr. • Linden
www.drmcgarry.com • 810-735-9426

Job Openings
Help WantedHelp WantedHelp Wanted

COMMERCIAL CLEANING 
COMPANY SEEKING 
INDIVIDUALS FOR 
Part-time evening shifts to 
clean office buildings/banks 
in Fenton, Grand Blanc and 
surrounding areas. Shifts 
range from 3-5 days per week 
for 1-3 hours per night. Apply 
at www.aarocompanies.com or 
call 586-759-3700.

FREE
TRAINING!!

Hiring New and 
Experienced Agents

Fenton, Flint, Grand Blanc, 
Hartland, Holly, Linden 

& Swartz Creek

Call Today for your One on One 
Information Session!!

New Package Incentives!

Fenton Office
Contact Chuck Stoner

248-361-6690

FULL AND PART-TIME 
POSITIONS 

available in Fenton group 
home providing services 

for developmentally 
disabled adults. 

Responsibilities: Assist 
in daily living needs, 

provide a clean, safe, and 
comfortable environment. 
Training is provided. Must 

be over 18 and have a 
valid drivers license. 

$10 per hour. 
Call 810-750-0382.

TRAILER 
SALES PERSON 
We are seeking an 

individual to represent and 
show trailers. Will train, 
must be dependable and 
courteous. Have some 

computer skills. We do not 
sell R.V.’s or Campers. 
Fenton Trading Post. 
Call 810-750-9971.

CLERICAL POSITION 
Must be dependable with 

computer experience. 
Contact Fenton Trading 

Post Trailer Sales 
810-750-9971.

EXPERIENCED 
FLOOR TECH  
wanted for Flint, Mi area, 
$11.00 per hour. Monday-
Friday, 5pm-1am occasional 
weekends. Apply at www.
sciotoservices.com.

To advertise your 

JOB 
OPENING
call 810-629-8282

THE VILLAGE OF HOLLY 
is accepting applications 
for a full-time Wastewater 
Operator. Send application 
& resume to bklaassen@
hollyvillage.org or send 
to Holly DPW 201 Elm 

St Holly MI 48442.  Visit 
www.hollyvillage.org for job 
description & application. 

Applications accepted 
through January 10, 2019 
at 4pm. The Village is an 

EEOC employer.

OFFERING 
TOP PAY

NOW
HIRING

Looking for creative, optimistic, encouraging 
and driven individuals to join TMP family!

OPEN INTERVIEWS 
MONDAY - FRIDAY

11AM - 5PM
3600 OWEN RD. • FENTON

810-499-9343
THEMEETINGPLACEFENTON@GMAIL.COM

FULL OR PART-TIME 
picking, packing, shipping for 
Holly based internet company. 
Daytime, weekday hours, 
competitive local pay rate. 
Requires some mechanical 
aptitude for small assembly 
work and computer skills. 
Reply to jim@renovoparts.
com.

SIGN UP 
for Text blasts to receive local 
help wanted listings. Text 
JOBS to 810-475-2030.

Pets

TWO FLUFFY 
12 week old girl kittens 
want a very good home, 

$30 each or $50 for both. 
Call 734-788-2437.

Cars for Sale

1984 CADILLAC 
SEVILLE ELEGANTE
Great condition, must 

see to appreciate. 
Undercoated, one owner, 

86,000 miles. 
Priced to sell $4,800. 
Call 810-265-6814.

PUBLIC NOTICE
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF FENTON

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED OF A REGULAR PUBLIC HEARING TO BE HELD 
TUESDAY JANUARY 22, 2019 AT 7:00 PM BY THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF 
FENTON ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS AT 12060 MANTAWAUKA. THIS 
HEARING WILL BE HELD TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING:

NEW BUSINESS:
HO19-001 Michael L. Stanley, 11089 Jennings, Fenton:
Requesting a home occupation permit for gun sale business in residence, parcel 
06-03-100-047.

ZBA19-002 Ryan and Wendi LaFontaine, 11 Emerald Pointe, Linden:
Requesting a variance from the requirement to have at least a 4:12 roof pitch to 
build a new house at 4575 Eleanor, parcel 06-33-100-016.

ZBA19-003 Matt and Jaclyn Serra, 14150 Moffett, Fenton:
Requesting 161 sq. ft. maximum allowable sq. footage variance to build an 
attached and detached garage at 13306 Lakeside Landing, parcel 06-13-100-001.

ZBA19-004 Scott Seymour, 12423 O’Dell, Linden:
Requesting 10 ft. front yard and 12 ft. sight line variances to build an addition and 
deck at 4025 Minnetonka, parcel 06-16-526-021.

ZBA19-005 John Topolinski, 1422 Edgewater, Fenton:
Requesting 6 ft. 3 in. front yard setback variance to build an addition to the garage, 
parcel 06-13-558-006.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

This notice is published in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act), MCLA 41.72a (2) (3) and the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA).

Fenton Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting or public hearing upon 14 days 
notice to Fenton Township.

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact Fenton 
Township by writing or calling the following:  Robert Krug, Fenton Township Clerk, 12060 
Mantawauka Drive, Fenton, MI  48430, (810) 629-1537. 

Ordinances, meeting schedules and other Township information are also available at  
www.fentontownship.org.

ROBERT KRUG,
FENTON TOWNSHIP CLERK

VEHICLE SPECIAL
CLASSIFIED AD WITH PHOTO

$995
Private 
party only

FOUR CONSECUTIVE ISSUES, 20 WORDS
(10¢ each additional word over 20)

CALL KATHLEEN TO GET THIS SPECIAL OFFER 810-433-6787

SIGN UP for Text blasts to 
receive local coupons. 
Text localcoupons to 

810-475-2030.
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To advertise your 
REAL ESTATE
PROPERTY

call 810-629-8282

WEEKEND PAPER REAL ESTATE DEADLINES
Display Ads: Wednesday 3 p.m.

Line Ads: Noon Thursday

MIDWEEK PAPER REAL ESTATE DEADLINES
Display Ads: Monday 3 p.m.

Line Ads: Noon Tuesday

Vacant Land for SaleVacant Land for Sale

Vacant Land for Sale

Real Estate for Rent

WEST FLINT 
2 bedroom, 1 bath, finished 
basement, garage, fenced 
yard. Water affidavit and credit 
check, $750 monthly. Call 
810-814-0482.

Real Estate

VACANT LAND FOR SALE
Beautiful piece of property. 14.01 acres of 

vacant land located in Livingston County and 
Fenton School District. Prime for development 

of multiple parcels or a single owner. 
Close to town and expressways, yet retains 

rustic, rural setting. Price $490,000. 
Call 810-240-8312 any day between 

8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

N

4704-11-100-025
4704-11-100-028
4704-11-100-030
4704-11-100-032
4704-11-100-033
4704-11-100-034
4704-11-100-039
4704-11-100-046
4704-11-101-015
4704-11-101-016
4704-11-101-017
4704-11-101-018

4704-11-101-019
4704-11-101-020
4704-11-101-021
4704-11-101-022
4704-11-101-023
4704-11-101-024
4704-11-101-034
4704-11-101-035
4704-11-101-036
4704-11-101-037
4704-11-101-038
4704-11-101-039

4704-11-101-040
4704-11-101-041
4704-11-101-042
4704-11-101-043
4704-11-101-044
4704-11-101-045
4704-11-101-046
4704-11-101-047
4704-11-101-048
4704-11-101-049
4704-11-101-050

(4)  The plans and cost estimates for the proposed Project, the description of the District, 
and the petitions in support of the Project are now on file in the office of the Township Clerk for 
public inspection.  Periodic redeterminations of the cost of the Project may be made, and 
subsequent hearings shall not be required if such cost redeterminations do not increase the 
estimated cost of the Project by more than 10%.  Any person objecting to the proposed Project, 
the petitions supporting the Project, or the proposed District must file his or her objections in 
writing with the Township Clerk before the close of the January 15, 2019 public hearing or 
within such additional time (if any) as the Township Board may grant.

This notice is given by order of the Tyrone Township Board.

Dated:  December 19, 2018 Marcella Husted
Tyrone Township Clerk

Map of Special Assessment District

12/30/18

Tyrone Township
Livingston County, Michigan

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
UPON A ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
AND A SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

FOR THE PROJECT

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:

 (1)  The Township Board of Tyrone Township, Livingston County, 
Michigan (the “Township”) in accordance with the laws of the State of Michigan, 
will conduct a public hearing beginning at 7:00 p.m., local time, on January 15, 
2019, at the Tyrone Township Hall, 10408 Center Road, Fenton, Michigan, to 
review the following proposed special assessment district:

TYRONE TOWNSHIP LAUREL SPRINGS SUBDIVISION 
ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (2019) 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT

and to hear any objections thereto, and to the proposed project, and to the 
petitions filed by Township property owners with respect to the proposed project.

 (2)  The project (the “Project”) will consist of crushing and shaping 
existing asphalt in certain roadways and placing a new hot mix asphalt of 
approximately three and one-half inches on the roadways.  The roadways on 
which the improvements are proposed to be made consist of the following roads 
in and around the Laurel Springs Subdivision:  Laurel Springs Boulevard, Overlook 
Drive and Dentonview Drive.  The Project is designed to serve the properties in 
the Special Assessment District (the “District”), which District consists of the 
properties located within the area designated on the map attached as Appendix 
1 and includes the specific properties that are identified by the permanent lot and 
parcel numbers set forth below:

 (3)  The Township plans to impose special assessments on the properties 
located in the Special Assessment District to pay for the costs of the Project.
  
 (4)  The plans and cost estimates for the proposed Project, the description 
of the District, and the petitions in support of the Project are now on file in the 
office of the Township Clerk for public inspection.  Periodic redeterminations of the 
cost of the Project may be made, and subsequent hearings shall not be required 
if such cost redeterminations do not increase the estimated cost of the Project 
by more than 10%.  Any person objecting to the proposed Project, the petitions 
supporting the Project, or the proposed District must file his or her objections in 
writing with the Township Clerk before the close of the January 15, 2019 public 
hearing or within such additional time (if any) as the Township Board may grant.

 This notice is given by order of the Tyrone Township Board.

Dated:  December 19, 2018   Marcella Husted
      Tyrone Township Clerk

Map of Special Assessment District

HOLLY TOWNSHIP 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Holly Township Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing on:

DATE: January 15, 2019
TIME: 6:30 PM or as soon as possible thereafter  
PLACE: HOLLY AREA SCHOOLS BOARD ROOM
 KARL RICHTER COMMUNITY CENTER
 920 E. BAIRD ST.
 HOLLY, MI 48442
PHONE:  248-634-9331 Ext. 301

The purpose of the public hearing will be to consider the proposed amendments 
to the Township of Holly Code of Ordinances to:

CHAPTER 32 ZONING, ARTICLE IV SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS, 
SECTION 32-145 MAINTENANCE OF ANIMALS (CHICKENS).

The hearing is open to the public to voice their views and/or to submit written 
comment. Citizens are encouraged to attend and participate in the hearing. The 
Holly Township Planning Commission will consider any public comments received 
at this time. Written comments may be submitted prior to the hearing by writing to: 
Clerk at 102 Civic Dr., Holly, Michigan 48442. 

A copy of the proposed ordinance revisions may be reviewed at the Clerk’s office 
at the above-mentioned address during regular business hours Monday through 
Friday 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. except holidays.

Handicap persons needing assistance to attend or participate in this hearing are asked to contact 
the Township Clerk at 248-634-9331 x 301 or by writing to the above-mentioned address at least  
5 business days prior to the meeting.

Karin S. Winchester
Clerk/Zoning Administrator

VACANT LAND WITH
LAKE ACCESS
.34 acres with access to 
all-sports Ryan Lake! Partially 
wooded lot. A 1920s field 
stone cabin measuring approx. 
16x20 sits on the property, 
great for garden or firewood 
storage. Build a dreamy home 
on this peaceful lot with 
lake access boat launch just 
across the street! This lot is 
located in Deerfield Township/
Livingston County. Ryan Lake 
is an 80 acre all-sports lake. 
$25,000. Call 810-610-8598.

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 1968 which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion or national origin, 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate which 
is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SIGN UP for Text blasts 
to receive local real estate 
listings. Text REALESTATE to 
810-475-2030.

myfenton.com
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Weekend Sudoku
Place a number in the 

empty boxes in such a way 
that each row across, 

each column down and 
each small 9-box square 

contains all of the 
numbers from one to nine.

SUDOKU PUZZLE 
SPONSORED BY

DORTONLINE.ORG 
800.521.3796

Answers in this edition 
of the Tri-County Times

ARIES
Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, even though you are not 
prone to worrying, this week 
some things have you feeling 
a bit on edge. Concentrate 
on what you have going right 
instead of what can go wrong.

TAURUS
Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, couch your ego for a 
little while and let a loved one 
get his or her way. Concede 
control in this and you’ll find it 
benefits you in many different 
ways.

GEMINI
May 22/Jun 21
This is a time for working smart 
and hard, Gemini. Your hard 
work will come to fruition and 
get you where you need to be 
quickly. Ask for help if the going 
gets too tough.

CANCER
Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, expect to reconnect 
with a long-lost activity or hobby 
you used to love. Find things 
that give you pleasure and enjoy 
some time focusing on fun.

LEO
Jul 23/Aug 23
Retreating to the privacy and 
coziness of home may be 
tempting, Leo. However, you 
may have to step up and play 
leader or host or hostess in the 
days ahead.

VIRGO
Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, even though you may not 
be a full-fledged clairvoyant, you 
certainly can tap into people’s 
thoughts to give them a start. 
You may need to buffer some 
insights.

LIBRA
Sept 23/Oct 23
You have a renewed determina-
tion to improve your finances 
right now, Libra. Use any extra 
money you receive to invest in 
a portfolio that can keep you 
earning.

SCORPIO
Oct 24/Nov 22
Trust the process of working 
through your feelings this week, 
Scorpio. Many things have 
been going on and you need to 
absorb and file things away in 
your mind.

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 23/Dec 21
You may have more on your mind 
than you are willing to admit, 
Sagittarius. But showing vulner-
ability may make you seem more 
approachable to others.

CAPRICORN
Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, be a true friend to 
someone who can use a little 
extra love and support. Whether 
you lend a helping hand or just 
sit and listen, your efforts will be 
appreciated.

AQUARIUS
Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, you need to push past 
fear and pursue your desires. 
Only then can you get ahead at 
work or in other areas of your 
life. Stop making excuses and 
be courageous.

PISCES
Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, if you are in a relation-
ship, use this week to untangle 
some knots. These can be dif-
ferences of opinion or financial 
concerns.

Horoscopes For the first week of 
January, 2019

Puzzle Answers

Please Recycle 
after Reading

WEEKEND CROSSWORD
ANSWERS

WEEKEND WORD SEARCH
ANSWERS

WEEKEND SCRAMBLER
ANSWERS

Scramblers: HATEFUL, RANGE, 
CHORUS, VENTURE
Answer: HANGOVER

WEEKEND SUDOKU
ANSWERS

GUESS WHO
ANSWER

Marilyn Manson

The Tri-County Times 
Daily Edition

FEATURING: 
Breaking News Stories

Classifieds 
Obituaries • Feature Stories 

Social News

myfenton.com

Weekend Crossword PUZZLE CLUE: QUITE 
A COMPLEMENT

KING
FEATURES

©2018 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved. Answers in this edition of the Tri-County Times

Weekend Scrambler
Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words.  

Then rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

Answers in this edition of the Tri-County Times
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Service Directory

WATER TREATMENT

Free Water Testing
for all problem water.

McIntyre’s Soft Water Service
1014 N. Bridge Street • Linden

810-735-5778

58 years in business

• Arsenic Removal 
• Salt • Rent or Purchase 

• Free Installation
• Service for all makes & models

TREE SERVICE

Call today for free quote  

 810-252-5369

Professional & Dependable

• Tree Service
• Tree Trimming & 
   Removal
• Wood Chipping
• Stump Grinding

• Lot/Land Clearing
• Turf Friendly Equipment
• Commercially Insured
• 24 Hour Emergency 
   Tree Storm Damage

PLUMBING SERVICES

BYRON PLUMBING
& WATER TREATMENT

★ LICENSED ★ INSURED ★ RESIDENTIAL ★ COMMERCIAL ★

810.343.3591

•Drain Cleaning •Plumbing Repairs
•New Construction

•Sewage & Sump Pumps
•Tankless Water Heaters
•Bathroom Remodeling

•Water Treatments
•Water Softeners •Well Tanks

FREE 

ESTIMATES

ROOFING

www.whiteandsonsroofs.com
810-691-9266
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed & Insured

ROOFING & 
ROOF REPAIRS

ROOFING AND ROOF REPAIRS

Let’s Protect Your Home

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed & Insured

810-691-9266 
www.whiteandsonsroofs.com

With more than 28 years in the field of roofing and construction we have 
been involved with numerous projects and situations. We have learned to 
identify the problems and the potential problems that may occur. We com-

mit to our customers and establish a long-term relationship with them.

It is our goal to provide you with a solid investment on your home, to 
know that your return will be long term & problem free.

Let’s Protect Your Home

SNOW REMOVAL

Duane | 810-275-4241
    SENIOR & VETERAN DISCOUNT    

Residential / Commercial • Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Licensed
38 Years Experience • Workers are U.S. Citizens

TREE REMOVAL/TRIMMING • TREE & BRUSH CHIPPING • DRIVEWAY & ROAD GRADING

SCHEDULE NOW!

BARTLETT 
LAWN & SNOW

SNOW PLOWING
& SALTING

STUMP GRINDING

(810) 730-7262
(810) 629-9215

n Small yard accessible
n Free estimates
n Insured

Specializing in removal of unsightly 
stumps & roots from your lawn

Big or small, we 
grind them all!

DS&     STUMP 
GRINDING
     STUMP 
GRINDING

PAINTING/
WALLPAPERING

LAURICELLA 
PAINTING

•All Size Jobs
•Call Back Guarantee
•25 Years Experience

Yes, 
we can do that!

FULL SERVICE PAINTING

248-210-8392
Based in Fenton

lauricellapaintinginc@yahoo.com

BUILDING & REMODELING

BUILT TO LAST!
810-931-8644

Dan McNeill
Licensed & Insured  #2101141607

• Residential Remodel
• New Construction
• Roofing & Siding 
• Decks & Additions

WINTER SPECIAL 

15% OFF
Labor only. 

Some restrictions apply.

HANDYMAN

All Types of 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Mike Shuert
810-964-9559

Matt Shuert
810-964-9511

GIVE US A CALL, 
WE DO IT ALL!

FENCING

VINYL
FENCING

735-7967

•  Splinter free 
•  Never needs painting 
•  Tougher than wood, 
 but flexes upon impact 
•  Looks new year-round 
•  Lifetime warranty on 
 most vinyl products

Specializing in 
wood and chain link also

Ask about our low-cost 
LABOR-ONLY CHARGE!

Advertise in the 

TRI-COUNTY 
TIMES

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Call Kathleen at 

810-433-6787

Visa & Mastercard 
accepted

WEDDINGS • EVENTS 
PORTRAITS • VIDEO

jag-photo.com

810-240-3741
jagphotovideo
@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Stay up to date with all our mobile alerts.

Local breaking news, 
school closings, fires, accidents 

and more area updates

Text: 
“BREAKINGNEWS”

to 810-475-2030

Receive a link to the 
Times help wanted listings 

in the classified section

Text: 
“JOBS”

to 810-475-2030

Get an early look at new 
real estate listings prior to them 

being published in the Times

Text: 
“REALESTATE”
to 810-475-2030

View the up-to-date list 
of area garage sales 

sent to your phone in advance

Text: 
“GARAGESALE”
to 810-475-2030
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Obituaries

Dentures can 
change your life

Patricia A. McGarry, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry
810-735-9426

Call Dr. McGarry today!

www.drmcgarry.com 
200 Lindenwood Dr. • Linden

Mon.-Wed. 11am-7pm • Thurs. 8am-3pm 
Occasional Sat. 8am-Noon

Smile

Angeline Dalley 
Angeline Dalley - age 89, 
died December 24, 2018. 
Services entrusted to Sharp 
Funeral Homes. www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com.

Ardella McCarty 
Ardella McCarty - age 94, 
died December 24, 2018. 
Services provided by Sharp 
Funeral Homes. www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com.

Viola Dudzik 
Viola Dudzik - age 97, 
died December 26, 2018. 
Services provided by Sharp 
Funeral Homes. www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com.

Douglas Heyd 
Douglas Heyd - age 72, 
died December 26, 2018. 
Services entrusted to Sharp 
Funeral Homes. www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com.

Henry Gamboa 
Henry Gamboa - age 66, 
died December 26, 2018. 
Services entrusted to Sharp 
Funeral Homes. www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com.

Thomas Shepherd 
Thomas Shepherd - age 
82, died December 24, 
2018. Services entrusted to 
Sharp Funeral Homes. www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com.

Mary Jane Wyant 
1936-2018 
Mary Jane Wyant - age 82, 
of Grand Ledge, MI, 
formerly of Fenton, 
passed away Wednesday, 
December 5, 2018. 
Visitation will be held on 
Wednesday, January 2, 
2019 at Sharp Funeral 
Homes, 1000 Silver Lake 
Rd., Fenton from 10 AM 
until the service which 
begins at 12 PM. Mary 
was born October 1, 1936 
in Flint, the daughter 
of Clyde and Florence 
(Porter) Severn. She 
attended Flint Central 
High School. She was 
licensed in Cosmetology 
and Real Estate. Mary 
and her husband, Donald 
were business owners 
and she was instrumental 
in assisting her husband 
with business operations. 
They owned and operated 
Shorthorn (Flint) for 17 
years and started other 
restaurants such as 
Diablos, Super Chicken, 
The Texan, and Floogles. 
Mary enjoyed several 
sales positions pertaining 
to health and nutrition. 
She is survived by her 
children, Sherry (Dave) 
Pickering of Grand Ledge, 
MI, Shelly (Don) Helms of 
Naperville, IL, Julia (Steven) 
Shaw of Williamston, MI, 
James (Marie) Wyant of 
Ellsworth, MI, and Donald 
Wyant, Jr. of New Lothrup, 
MI; 13 grandchildren; ten 
great-grandchildren; four 
sisters, Annette (George) 
Kovacs of Mesick, MI, 
Esther (Tom) Voelker of 
Davison, MI, Gloria Taylor 
of Grand Blanc, MI, and 
Lois (Dave) DeMott of 
Otisville, MI; several nieces 
and nephews. She was 
preceded in death by 
her parents; husband, 
Donald Lorne Wyant on 
March 16, 2016; daughter, 
Debra Lanning; and two 
sisters, JoAnn Severn and 
Claudia Severn. Tributes 
may be posted at www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com. 
Those desiring to do so, 
may make contributions to 
Fairview Assisted Living, 
11656 N. Hartel Road, 
Grand Ledge, MI 48837or 
Heartland Hospice Care, 
865 S. Cedar Street, 
Mason, MI 48854 www.
heartlandhomehealth.com.

Obituaries updated 
daily online 

myfenton.com

NOTICE
ARGENTINE TOWNSHIP

Please be notified that the Argentine Township Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a 
Meeting on Monday, January 7, 2019 at 7:00 P.M. at the Argentine Township Hall, 
9048 Silver Lake Rd, to consider the following Variance:

Ryan and Carrie Ford are requesting Variances for Placement of a Barn 
and the Size of the Barn.    He would like to place the Barn in front of the 
home and the size would be 2400 sq ft which is more than the home.  
Described as 01-13-200-003, 14.1 acres on Lahring Rd.

A complete copy of this tax description may be viewed at the Township office 
during regular office hours.

     Denise Graves, Clerk
     Argentine Township

Norma Bryant 
Norma Bryant - age 88, 
died December 21, 2018. 
Services entrusted to Sharp 
Funeral Homes. www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com.

Margaret Clark 
Margaret Clark - age 78, 
died December 21, 2018. 
Services provided by Sharp 
Funeral Homes. www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com.

Robert Natzel 
Robert Natzel - age 84, 
died December 22, 2018. 
Services provided by Sharp 
Funeral Homes. www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com.

Charles Eckert 
Charles Eckert - age 82, 
died December 23, 2018. 
Services provided by Sharp 
Funeral Homes. www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com.

Jeffrey Nystrom 
Jeffrey Nystrom - age 48, 
died December 23, 2018. 
Services entrusted to Sharp 
Funeral Homes. www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com.

Earl Hanson 
Earl Hanson - age 86, 
died December 24, 2018. 
Services provided by Sharp 
Funeral Homes. www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com.

online
OBITUARIES
view

myfenton.com
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BIRD BOX
When a mysterious force 
decimates the world’s 
population, only one 
thing is certain: if you 
see it, you take your life. 
Facing the unknown, 
Malorie finds love, hope 
and a new beginning 
only for it to unravel. 
Now she must flee with 

her two children down a treacherous 
river to the one place left that may offer 
sanctuary. But to survive, they’ll have to 
undertake the perilous two-day journey 
blindfolded. Academy Award (R) winner 
Sandra Bullock leads an all-star cast that 
includes Trevante Rhodes, with Sarah 
Paulson, and John Malkovich in Bird Box, 
a compelling new thriller from Academy 
Award (R) winner Susanne Bier.
R, 1 hr. 57 min. Drama, Mystery & 
Suspense, Science Fiction & Fantasy

WHITE BOY RICK 
Set in 1980s Detroit at 
the height of the crack 
epidemic and the War 
on Drugs, White Boy 
Rick is based on the 
moving true story of a 
blue-collar father and 
his teenage son, Rick 
Wershe, who became 
an undercover police 

informant and later a drug dealer, before 
he was abandoned by his handlers and 
sentenced to life in prison.
R, 1 hr. 51 min. Drama

DVD RELEASES

(Audience score on rottentomatoes.com)
54% liked it

(Audience score on rottentomatoes.com)
74% liked it

TEXT YOUR HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT (8398)

  “Mutt”  and  “mongrel”  have  long  had 
negative connotations, but there’s no need 
to turn one’s nose at mixed breed dogs.
  Dogs of any kind, regardless of lineage, 
can  be  cherished  companions  who  offer 
years of tireless love and affection. In fact, 
mutts have gained steam as dogs of choice 
thanks to new, more trendy monikers, such 
as “designer dogs” or “cross-bred pups.” In 
addition, many well-recognized purebreed 
dogs popular today were likely once amal-
gams of different breeds that were carefully 
crafted  to  acquire  the  desireable  traits  of 
popular breeds.
  Many  mixed-breed  dogs  are  beautiful, 
well-behaved  pets.  The  American  Veteri-
nary  Medical  Association  states  that  36.5 
percent of American households have dogs. 
Many  of  those  pooches  are  mixed-breed 
dogs. Here’s a look at what can make mutts 
stand-out pets.
• Healthy pup: 
Mixed-breed  dogs  may  not  be  prone  to 
genetic diseases  specific  to one particular 
breed  and  may  be  less  likely  to  develop 
an  inherited  disorder.  According  to  Dog 
Reference, something called “hybrid vigor” 
explains how a mutt’s mixed ancestry makes 
it  hardier  and  more  robust.  The  average 
lifespan of a mutt is longer than that of most 
purebred canines. This doesn’t replace the 
need for quality veterinary care, however.
• Life-saving choice: 
Animal  shelters  are  often  bursting  at  the 
seams  with  mutts.  Choosing  to  adopt  a 
mixed-breed dog can reduce overpopulation 
and ensure that dogs will not be euthanized.

Reasons a 
mutt should be 
your next dog

• Affordability: 
Mutts  are  typically  more  affordable  than 
pure breeds because a person is not paying 
for lineage, show titles and AKC registra-
tion. Some mutts actually may be free if a 
family is giving away puppies.
• Unique qualities: 
No  two  mixed-breed  dogs  are  the  same  - 
even among litter mates. That individuality 
can be an advantage.
• Moderated traits: 
Many  purebreed  dogs  were  bred  to  serve 
specific  purposes  of  the  breed.  A  Border 
Collie, for example, is designed to herd and 
requires rigorous exercise to remain healthy 
both  physically  and  mentally.  Stripped  of 
that primary job, a dog might be destructive 
or become depressed. Comprised of differ-
ent breeds, a mutt may have a less intense 
drive to fulfill its breed standards, perhaps 
making it a more easygoing pet.
• Trendy:  Thanks  to  puggles  and  labra-
doodles, it’s now chic to have a mutt.

Mixed-breed dogs can be the ideal puppy 
pets and can be a first stop in one’s search 
for a new canine pal.

INGREDIENTS
• 1 leftover ham bone
• 2 cups leftover ham chopped in 

cubes
• 2 tbsp olive oil
• 2 bay leaves
• 1 large onion chopped
• 2 medium carrots chopped
• 3 stalks celery chopped
• 3 cloves garlic minced
• 1 whole parsnip peeled and 

cleaned
• 8 cups vegetable broth low 

sodium
• 19 oz cannellini beans (1 can), 

drained and rinsed
• 1 tsp cumin
• 1 tsp thyme
• salt and pepper to taste
• 1/4 cup fresh parsley chopped

INSTRUCTIONS
1. In a large soup pot, heat olive 

oil. Add onion, celery and 
carrot and cook for about 

 5 minutes until onion is tender. 
2. Add garlic, ham, ham bone, 

parsnip, bay leaves and the 
broth. If you don’t have a 
ham bone, just skip it. Bring 
to a boil and lower heat to 
medium. Let cook for about 
30 minutes.

3. Add rinsed beans, cumin, 
thyme and season with 
salt and pepper. Continue 
cooking for another 

 30 minutes.
4. Remove ham bone, bay 

leaves and parsnip. Garnish 
with parsley and serve.

Although you may think the list of 
ingredients may seem a bit long, trust me, 
it’s so easy to make. I can’t tell you how 
yummy this soup is, so comforting, so hearty 
and so filling. This may seem a bit strange to 
some of you, but we usually eat this with raw 
red onion and salt. You take a small piece 
of onion, dip it in salt and have at it with 
the soup. May sound strange, but boy does 
it give this soup a new flavor dimension. 
Totally yummy.

Leftover 
Ham & Bean 

SOUP

Serves: 8 servings

Prep Time:
10 mins

Cook Time:
1 hour

Total Time:
1 hour 10 mins

www.jocooks.com

Perfect use of that leftover ham. 
This soup is delicious, hearty 

and smells heavenly.

Word Search
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally and diagonally 

throughout the puzzle.

WORD SEARCH PUZZLE SPONSORED BY

Answers in this edition of the Tri-County Times

APPLIANCE, BLOWER, BRICK, BTU, CHASE, CHIMNEY, CIRCULATION, 
COMBUSTIBLE, CONVECTIVE, EFFICIENCY, ENERGY, EXHAUST, FACADE, 

FIREBOX, FIREPLACE, FLUE, FUEL, GAS, HEARTH, HEATER, IGNITE, INSERT, 
KINDLING, LIVING ROOM, MANTLE, PILOT, PIPE, RADIANT, SOURCE, STONE, 

TEMPERATURE, THERMOSTAT, VELOCITY, VENT, WOOD

FIREPLACE

& Chimney Service
Stan’s Fireplace
(248) 240-1379
www.stansfireplace.com

I am a shock rocker born in Ohio on January 5, 1969. 
I first worked for a music magazine while trying to break into journalism. 

My stage name blends two cultural icons of 1960s, and 
I am known for theatrical concerts and stage makeup. 
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 CALL NOW! 810-629-3350

3000 Owen Rd. @ US-23 in Fenton • 1-810-629-3350
www.canever.com

GET THE BEST PAYMENT PERIOD
WWW.CANEVER.COM

SERVICE HOURS
Monday: 7am - 8pm 
Tues - Fri: 7am - 6pm 
Saturday: 8am - 2pm 
Sunday: CLOSED

SALES HOURS
Mon, Thurs: 8:30am - 8pm 
Tues, Wed & Fri: 8:30am - 6pm 
Saturday: 10am - 4pm 
Sunday: CLOSED

LEASE FOR  
$149/MO

+TAX

Lease prices are with $3000 cash or trade down, 24 months with gm lease loyalty/competitive 
lessee, 10,000 miles/yr based on Chevy Employee Discount For Everyone pricing plus normal 

upfront fees of first payment, tax, title, doc, and license fees due at signing. $3000 minimum trade-
in on new vehicles excludes Spark, Sonic not valid with Blowout/Red tag pricing. Trade must be 

sellable and drivable.  Prices valid through 1/2/2019. See dealer for complete details.

MINIMUM TRADE-IN VALUE*HURRY IN! 
Trade-In Voucher

Valid through 

January 2, 2019

2019 
SILVERADO LT   
STK# 1128064 

LEASE FOR  
$199/MO

+TAXLEASE FOR  
$78/MO

+TAX
LEASE FOR  

$69/MO
+TAX

2019 EQUINOX LT  STK# 1174840 2019 TRAVERSE LS STK# 1121444 2018 TRAX LT  STK# 1672396 2018 MALIBU LT  STK# 6268320 2018 CRUZE LT  STK# 8114172T

LEASE FOR  
$69/MO

+TAX
LEASE FOR  

$69/MO
+TAX

2013 CHEVROLET  
MALIBU LT 2LT

Stk# 125794A $5,300

2011 CHEVROLET  
MALIBU LT 1LT

Stk# 1298761A $4,500

2016 FORD  
ESCAPE SE

Stk# 1100164A $10,900

2016 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500 WT
Stk# 1106692A $22,500

2008 SATURN  
OUTLOOK XR

Stk# 180449A $4,900

2009 CHEVROLET 
SILVERADO 1500 LT  

TEXAS EDITION
Stk# 1381090A $13,109

TRUST OUR CARS, TRUST OUR PRICES, TRUST OUR PEOPLE




