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‘‘Fireworks and 
marijuana are pretty 

much two 
of the same 
things. People 
are going 
to buy them 
regardless of 

whether they are legal or 
illegal. Why not make the 
money off it?”

‘‘The King’s lottery article 
was right on. I had a scratch-

off ticket that said 
‘you win all 12 
prizes.’ When I 
scratched them 
off each prize was 
for $2. Every other 

ticket has thousands of dollars 
on them. Total ripoff. I will never 
buy another lottery ticket.”

‘‘Before you condemn the Flint 
man who abused the puppy you 

should know his story. 
In our area very few chil-
dren are abused or men-
tally scarred by abuse 
from adults. That is not 
so true in all communi-

ties. As a social worker I see horribly 
abused children every week. Please 
don’t judge without facts.”

‘‘The latest scam by thieves is 
to call the elderly and tell them their 
granddaughter or grandson is in the 
hospital from an accident and must 
have money wired to them right away 
to get treatment. Everyone should 
make their parents and grandparents 
aware of this heinous scheme.”
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OF THE WEEK

Do you know what 
you’re actually 
paying in taxes?
nFenton City property 
owners are taxed for  
21 different line items
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
  Does anyone really know what their 
property taxes pay for?
  When the summer and winter tax bills 
arrive in the mail, 
there will be a total 
amount due, but in 
the city of Fenton for 
example, that amount 
does not include a 
complete itemized 
breakdown of how 
much pays for what.
  Taxpayers in the 
city of Fenton pay for 
21 different millages 
and special assess-
ments. The actual 
language on a July 1 
tax bill, for example 
reads, “Amounts with no millage are ei-
ther special assessments or other charges 
added to this bill.” 
  Taxes are calculated based on the 

See TAXES on 19A

‘Not my first rodeo...’

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | HANNAH BALL

A young cowgirl attempts to wrangle a calf at the Gaines Community Rodeo on July 16, which hosted the Flying Star 
Rodeo. The Little Britches competition took place Saturday and Sunday, and attendees watched the young competi-
tors barrel race, rope calves and participate in other events. According to Gaines Community Rodeo Rodeo Committee 
Chairman Brian Wendt, Friday night brought in approximately 900 people and the Saturday rodeo drew an audience of 
approximately 1,600. See story and more photos on Page 16A

Happy ending 
for Harvey Dent
nBlind puppy, who suffered 
severe burns, finds new home
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  Fenton Twp. — Harvey Dent, 
the approximately 9-month-old 
blind puppy whose previous owner 
burned, tortured and abandoned 
him, found his “furever” home and 
his compelling story now has a 
happy ending. 
  Fenton residents Megan and Jacob Pawloski officially 
adopted Harvey on Tuesday, July 18, at Adopt-A-Pet, three 
months after he came to the shelter with severe burns on 
the left side of his body and face, and a wound on his hip. 

See HARVEY DENT on 14A

‘‘ How can 
you not want 

to adopt 
Harvey?’’Megan Pawloski

Fenton resident

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Megan Pawloski of Fenton stands with her newly adopted 
puppy, Harvey Dent, just before a Thursday afternoon 
news conference at Adopt-A-Pet in Fenton. 

In the city 
of Fenton, 
taxes are 
paid in the 
summer 

(July 1 bill) 
and in the 

winter 
(Dec. 1 

bill). 
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MUST MENTION THIS AD FOR SPECIAL PRICING
EXPIRES 9/1/2017

Starting at 

$195.00
*Undermount Sink Included

www.VicBondSupply.com

FURNACES

TANKLESS HEATERS WATER HEATER

FURNACE PARTS
Starting at 

$495.00

Starting at

$699.99 

12 Yr Warranty
• 	Humidifier Pads
• 	Air Cleaners
• 	Replacement 
	 Filters

Starting at 

$69.99

SUMP
PUMPS

• 	Filters 
	 (All Sizes)
• 	Ignitors 
	 (For All Makes)
• 	Honeywell 
	 Replacement 
	 Parts

HUMIDIFIERS

Natural or LP Gas

40 Gal Nat. Gas
40,000 btu

6 yr Parts/Tank Warranty

$409.00

COME CHECK OUT OUR SHOWROOM 
OF WORKING FAUCETS & SHOWERS!

Over 200 faucets 
on display!

$9.45

Monday-Friday: 7:00am-5:00pm
Saturday: 8:00am-2:00pm  Sunday: Closed

$10.45

ROUND FRONT

33” X 22” X 8” Deep

TOILET IN A BOX
ST. THOMAS TOILET

Includes Seat, wax 
ring & bolts

$69.99 $79.99 

• Comfort height
• Elongated

• White

$29.99 

STAINLESS STEEL
SINK

WATER SOFTENERS
Starting at

$399.95
Reg. $689.95

40 Gal. Gas
8 Year Warranty

$439.00

WATER HEATER
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Communications, 256 N. Fenway Drive, Fenton, Michigan 48430. We 
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Aug. 24 
marks 10 
years since 
tornado
nTimes will take 
you back to when 
F2 tornado roared 
through Fenton area
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
  Do you remember what you 
were doing at 5:34 p.m. on Friday, 
Aug. 24, 2007? To refresh your 
memory, think about the tornado 
that plowed its way through the 
tri-county area, causing a path of 
destruction in its wake.
  Now think 
back. You’ll 
probably re-
member what 
you were do-
ing, where you 
were and who 
you were with.
  Aug. 24 will 
mark the 10th 
anniversary of 
an F2 tornado. Downtown Fenton 
and a large area south of Silver 
Lake Road sustained heavy dam-
age. Numerous houses, commer-
cial and public building received 
some level of damage. Only minor 
injuries were reported as a result of 
the tornado itself. 
  Much of the area was without 
power throughout the weekend and 
numerous power lines were down.
  I remember where I was.
  I was at my home, which 
has large windows overlooking 
Squaw Lake in Fenton Town-
ship. We were eating a snack 
and getting ready to go to the 
Lake Fenton football game while 
watching the Weather Channel. 
Then we watched as a terrible 
storm crossed over the lake. 

See TORNADO on 7A

Sharon Stone

By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  Whether you need a ride to the 
airport, transportation to your hotel 
or a designated driver to get you 
safely home from a night on the town, 
all you need is a smartphone app 
for Uber or Lyft, and 
a driver can be at your 
doorstep in a matter of 
minutes.
  Your driver won’t be 
a taxi cab driver or a bus 
driver — he or she will 
be a person just like you, 
using their own vehicle, 
who is likely working 
for Uber or Lyft as a 
secondary job. 

‘‘ You can work 
as often as you 
want by turning 
the app on and 

off, and you 
can make good 

money.’’Mike Martin
Local Uber driver

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Mike Martin of Grand Blanc Township earns extra money shuttling passengers from Flint to Detroit. Services like Lyft and Uber 
are mainstays of the “gig economy” today, with short-term contracts and freelance jobs being more prevalent. 

Ridesharing companies like Lyft and Uber 
are changing the way people get rides

How to book a ride
• You need a good internet or network connection.
• Once the app loads, it will drop a pin on our cur-
rent location. If you want to be picked up at a differ-
ent spot, simply enter that address in the text box.
• Enter your destination, either a street address 
or point of interest. 
• The app will estimate your ride cost based on 
the service you choose, the time of day, and how 
far you’re going. 
• Both Uber and Lyft will give an estimate of 
how long it will take for your driver to arrive at the 
designated pickup spot.

  Mike Martin, 40, of Grand Blanc, 
spends his days working as a driver for a 
domestic uniform company, and his eve-
nings and weekends driving for Uber. 
Most of his runs are in Flint or Detroit, 
bringing people home from the bar. 
  “I made $600 on St. Pat’s Day,” 

said Martin. He uses 
his extra earnings, 
about $8,000 a year, to 
help with the expenses 
of his two sons’ travel 
sports leagues. “You 
can work as often as 
you want by turning 
the app on and off, and 
you can make good 
money.”

See RIDES on 7A

ride?
Need a

Check out our website
www.freeway-sports.com

Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm • Sat. 9am-5pm • Sun. Closed
3241 Thompson Rd | Fenton | Exit 84 on US-23 |810-629-2291

*2.99%, 8.99 or 13.99% APR with Minimum Payments of 2.92%, 3.20% or 3.44% of the 
purchase amount, based on your creditworthiness, are effective until the purchase is paid in 
full. Offer available on approved purchases of new 2011-2016 WaveRunners (excluding V1 & V1 
Sport) made on the Yamaha Card issued by Capital One, N.A. Offer valid through 5/31/16. Your 
account must be open and current to be eligible for this offer.  Some options may not be available 
and other terms may apply. Your Standard APR is either 12.99%-22.99% or variable 15.24%-
23.24%. Variable APRs as of 3/28/16 and apply to accounts opened on or after 11/6/09. Minimum 
Interest Charge $1. ©2016 Yamaha Motor Corporation, USA. Follow instructional materials and 
obey all laws. Drive responsibly, wearing protective apparel. Always drive within your capabilities, 
allowing time and distance for maneuvers, and respect others around you. Don’t drink and ride. 
For more information, visit yamahawaverunners.com or call 1.800.88.YAMAHA. WaveRunner® 

is a Yamaha brand personal watercraft and not a generic term.

ALL YEARS, ALL MODELS
UNTIL PAID IN FULL*

299%
AS LOW AS

APR

2016 MODELS
2 YEARS OF FREE EXTENDED

WARRANTY COVERAGE
A $640 VALUE!

2015 AND PRIOR YEARS
5 YEARS OF EXTENDED 

WARRANTY COVERAGE 

-OR-  $500 INCENTIVE
A $960 VALUE!

©2016 Yamaha Motor Corporation, USA. Follow instructional materials and obey all laws. Drive responsibly, wearing protective apparel. Always drive within your capabilities, 
allowing time and distance for maneuvers, and respect others around you. Don’t drink and ride. For more information, visit yamahawaverunners.com or call 1.800.88.YAMAHA. 
WaveRunner® is a Yamaha brand personal watercraft and not a generic term. Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price does not include prep, freight or tax.

EX SERIES 
WAVERUNNERS 
starting at $6,599*
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YOUR SUNDAY ARTICLE on Adopt-A-
Pet was very interesting but also very sad 
and shocking. How could anyone do that 
to a helpless animal.



THE GUY WHO tortured that poor puppy 
is far more of an animal than the poor 
little dog was. I am praying that someone 
will come forward and adopt the little fella 
and show him what love truly is.



DONALD TRUMP HAS a 36 percent 
approval rating. If you were in school and 
your teacher gave you a 36 percent on an 
exam, that would be an F. 



WHY IS COURT for our criminal cases 
so crooked? They wasted our money by 
giving him no punishment and no justice 
for the dog. 



MR. HELLER, IF Kid Rock wins, I guess 
we’ll just have to roll with it. 



REMEMBER WHEN WE sent an in-
experienced, incompetent, community 
organizer to the Senate and the White 
House? Kid Rock is a very successful 
musician and smart man. I’ll take Kid 
Rock over our previous president any day. 



THE REAGAN REVOLUTION restored 
America’s patriotism, self confidence, and 
economy. Reagan disliked the Democrats 
love for high taxes, high debt high regula-

tions and high spending.  Speak the 
truth for once.



WE’RE COMING FOR you, Victoria. 


THE PAST EIGHT years under Presi-
dent Obama were a nothing burger. 
Topped off with a slice of incompe-
tence and gobs of scandals. 



SINCE TAKING OFFICE, President 
Trump has fired 548 VA employees 
for incompetence. God bless him.



AS JOHN MCCAIN battles for this 
life, it’s time for the man referred to as 
president to apologize for his degrad-
ing remark that John McCain wasn’t a 
war hero because he got captured.



WE HAVE SEEN the enemy and it 
is us. Although that statement first 
appeared in a comic strip in 1970, 
it could currently be stated by NBC, 
ABC, CBS, CNN, and MSNBC news 
stations. 



I STILL TEAR up over the puppy on 
the front page of the Times. Why was 
that not put on Channel 12 news and 
let everybody in the area know what 
that man did to that poor animal? 
Those people in Flint need to know 
who they’re living by. 



THANKS TO TECHNOLOGY advanc-
es I spend the majority of my time an-
swering robo-calls on my cell phone, 
deleting junk and spam emails on 
my computer and turning the volume 
down on my TV during commercials.



THE TAX-PAYING PUBLIC has been 
stiffed for the cost of Trump’s trips to 
his properties, boosting his corpora-
tion revenue to an all time high of 
over $500 billion since January. 



I DON’T MIND taking my dog to a 
restaurant in Fenton. 



I BELIEVE THE home on Linden 
Road south of Lahring was built in 
Abraham Lincoln’s era. Could the 
family use help in painting the wood-
en addition to keep this historic home 
in our area in good condition? 



I ABSOLUTELY LOVE the variety 
of flowers along the street curbing 
coming in on Linden Road to Linden. 
Many thanks to those who put forth 
the effort to beautify this little town. 



WHEN FIRST PROPOSED, it was 
the ‘theory of evolution.’ Evolution 
was proven fact by the 1970s. New 
evidence accumulates to confirm it. 
The ‘theory’ word is just the old name. 
Evolution just means change, which 
continues today. 

street talkHave you used Uber or Lyft, and what are your thoughts on the system?
Compiled by Crystal Schupbach intern

“No, I haven’t, but I think it’s a 
cool system. It allows people 
who normally can’t get where 
they need to be to be able to 
get places.” 

Jacob Angelovski 
Fenton 

“I haven’t. I think there’s a lot 
of employment opportunities 
through it. I have all positive 
thoughts.” 

Jessi Opperthauser 
Linden

“I have. I had a good experi-
ence. It’s convenient because 
of the app. It seems like the 
driver is always in a nice 
car — they picked me up in a 
brand new Chrysler.” 

Paige Hawley
   Byron

“I have only once. The 
concept is great, but paying 
with a credit card was hard 
because of safety. I feel more 
comfortable personally with 
cash instead of a stranger 
having my card information.” 

Emily Twu 
    Holly

“I have never used one, but I 
have read on it. I don’t like it. The 
way they pay their drivers is not 
tax exempt. They have to save 
all the money from using their 
vehicles until the IRS comes, 
and then they have to give them 
money from their own wages.” 

Joshua Wilson
Grand Blanc 

This ‘n that
  • I sure hope the naysayers in Vernon 
Township don’t end up squashing Project 
Tim, the secret million-square foot 
manufacturing project allegedly being 
planned there. Sure, it would alter the 
‘quality of life.’ That’s inevitable. But 
how do people know it wouldn’t be an 
improvement to the quality of life? Last I 
checked, more jobs and more tax revenue 
was a good thing in most communities. 
That’s why most communities bribe 
companies to locate there. 
	 I’m not saying there couldn’t be 
negative consequences to a plant that 
large suddenly plunked down in the 

middle of farm 
fields. But 
residents ought 
to at least reserve 
judgment until 
they hear more, 
right? Then 
again that’s easy 
for me to say 
since I don’t 
live there. But 
all communities 
face this question 

or this trade-off at some point. The 
important thing, I think, is to remove the 
fear from the process and talk. 
	 • Love the cloak and dagger of 
trying to figure out what Tim is and 
why it’s named that. I figure it’s not a 
manufacturing plant at all. I think it’s 
an Amazon distribution center. And 
Tim is the name of Jeff Bezos’s dog or 
something.
	 • Sure, the Tigers might have gotten 
more for J.D. Martinez if they’d waiting 
until the trade deadline. But they also 
might have gotten nothing. As much as I 
love the guy, his contract is up at the end 
of the season and there is no way – given 
the gobs of money owed to Verlander, 
Cabera and Upton – they could give him 
a new one. What fans ought to be upset 
about is the Tigers giving Verlander a 
super-long deal. You don’t give pitchers 
long-term deals because they are the 
orchids of the baseball world.
	 • CNN is an awful, awful news network. 
Their switch to a model of covering 
three stories, tops, followed by hour after 
hour of ‘experts’ debating those stories is 

See HOT LINE throughout Times

All submissions, if approved for publication, must be 50 words 
or less and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tri-County 
Times. We reserve the right to edit for clarity, length and liability.

Submit at: tctimes.com, call 810-629-9221 
or text to 810-771-8398

Hotlines
destroying the line between news and 
comment. Increasingly, I find people 
can’t tell the difference. They tell me they 
heard something on ‘the news’ but what 
they really heard was someone’s opinion 
about the news. Whole different animals, 
people. 
	 • I sure am glad ‘Game of Thrones’ 
is back on HBO. But I’m warnin’ ya, if 
it starts getting too grim and too sadistic, 
I’m outta here. I did it before and missed 
a season or two, and I’ll do it again.
	 • I was a major comic fan as a kid. 
We had thousands of them. So many, 
in fact that my older brother opened 
a comic book shop with them as an 
adult. So I love superheroes. And yet I 
haven’t gone to see ‘Wonder Woman,’ 
which is supposed to be wonderful. 
And I won’t go see ‘Spider Man.’ I’m 
kinda superheroed out, y’know?
	 •  If Republican President Trump 
(that’s what I’m calling him from now 
on – Republicans elected him, so they 
get to take credit) wanted to make sure 
Bob Mueller investigates his finances, 
he couldn’t have done anything better 
than telling him not to investigate his 
finances.  	 • ‘If you spend too much 
time thinking about a thing, you’ll 
never get it done.’ - Bruce Lee. 
Opinions offered in Come Heller High Water are the author’s alone and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tri-County Times or its staff. Email 
the Andrew at andrewheller@tctimes.com.

Andrew Heller
FEATURED COLUMNIST

Come Heller high water andrewheller@tctimes.com

Dentures can 
change your life

Patricia A. McGarry, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry
810-735-9426

Call Dr. McGarry today!

www.drmcgarry.com 
200 Lindenwood Dr. • Linden

Mon.-Wed. 11am-7pm • Thurs. 8am-3pm 
Occasional Sat. 8am-Noon

Smile
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WaterfrontKing.com

Trusted Advisor, Skilled 
Negotiator, Expert Facilitator

16265 Seymour Rd.• Linden
$219,000

PENDING

16455 Oak Hill Dr.• Fenton
$429,900

PENDING

1065 Jordan Ln.• Grand Blanc 
SP $303,000

SOLD

9508 Woodmont • Grand Blanc  
$239,000

PENDING

904 Eagle Dr. • Fenton 
$140,000

PENDING

3464 Morrish Rd. •Swartz Creek
SP $129,000

SOLD

  4205 E Cahokia • Linden
SP $485,000

SOLD

Loon Lake

1304 Christina Dr. • Fenton
4 Beds, 3 (2/1) Baths, 2022 Sq. Ft.   

$240,000

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3 
FENTON

NEW 
LISTING!

1350 Fieldcrest Ct.• Flint
3 Beds, 3 (2/1) Baths, 1710 Sq. Ft.

 $165,000

MUNDY TOWNSHIPNEW 
LISTING!

9455 Apple Ct. •  Fenton
5 Beds, 3 (2/1) Baths, 1716 Sq. Ft.

 $250,000

FENTONNEW 
LISTING!

13465 Torrey Rd. •  Fenton
60 ft of frontage 

 $250,000

LAKE FENTON WATERFRONT

2424 Cranewood Dr. •  Fenton 
3 Beds,  3 (2/1) Baths, 1400 Sq. Ft.

 $470,000

LAKE FENTON WATERFRONT

2068 Wiggins Rd. • Fenton
4 Beds, 3 (2|1) Baths, 2300 Sq. Ft.

$259,000

LAKE FENTON SCHOOLS

1195 Butternut  •  Fenton 
4 Beds, 5 (4/1)  Baths, 2901 Sq. Ft. 

$389,900

FENTON ORCHARDS

12025 Jennings Rd. • Linden 
4 Beds, 3 Baths,  2684 Sq. Ft.

$350,000

LINDEN - 10 ACRES

 1525 W. Reid Rd. • Flint 
3 Beds, 3(2|1) Baths, 3000 Sq. Ft.  

$600,000

MUNDY TOWNSHIP - 70 ACRE ESTATE

Lobdell Lake
13336 Wenwood Dr.• Lake Fenton

SP $490,000

SOLD

Lake Fenton

14189 Swanee Beach • Fenton
4 Beds, 3 Baths, 1440 Sq. Ft. 

 $585,000

LAKE FENTON WATERFRONTNEW 
PRICE!

12144 Princewood Dr. •  Fenton
4 Beds, 3 (2/1) Baths, 2806 Sq. Ft.

$335,000

FENTON  ORCHARDS
OPEN SUNDAY 1-3Priced 

below
Appraisal!

LobdellLake

13145 Torrey Rd. •  Fenton
4 Beds, 3 Baths, 2940 Sq Ft.   

$650,000

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3 
LAKE FENTON WATERFRONT
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Blacktop  Driveways

DIRT. DUST. TRACKING.
Get Rid Of 
It NOW!

10’x70’

D.O.W. 
FLINT

SERVING THE 
AREA FOR OVER 

25 YEARS

FREE  ESTIMATES

ASPHALT,
Inc.

$1750
pre-season special

Commercial • Residential

Call Robert at

(810)750-9760
 or 800-297-0688

nLocal connections to the 
most violent riot in 100 years 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823 
  The Detroit Race Riot in Detroit on July 
23, 1967 was one of the most violent urban 
revolts in 100 years.   It came in response to 
police brutality and discriminating conditions 
that included segregated housing and schools, 
and rising black unemployment.
  Ron and (Fenton City Councilwoman) Pat 
Lockwood of Fenton are originally from Detroit. 
  “Ron and I were married in Detroit in January 
of 1967 and the Detroit riots took place in July 
of that year,” said Pat. 
  “My father, grandfather and uncle owned an 
auto repair, bump and paint shop business on War-
ren and 25th, 13 blocks from the location of the 
start of the riot on 12th Street,” she said. “They 
spent three days and nights protecting their prop-
erty with the help of many of the local neighbors 
and nearby businesses who had grown to respect 
and befriend them over the years.
  “My dad kept in contact with my mom by 
telephone and described the numerous attempts 
by looters to break into their business, the con-
stant sound of firearms and fire and smoke and 
the kindness of locals who brought them food 
over the three days.
  “When the smoke settled after three days, my 
dad’s business was the only one left untouched, 
thanks to the protection of their neighbors.”

Detroit race riots were 50 years ago today 

Former Police Chief Gerald Cattaneo 
is shown here during the 1967 De-
troit riots. A Detroit native, Cattaneo 
joined the Detroit Police Department 
in March of 1962. In this photo, which 
was later published in the 1969 World 
Book Encyclopedia, Cattaneo and 
fellow officers were under sniper fire. 
After 25 years with the Detroit Po-
lice Department, Cattaneo came to 
Fenton where he served as chief of 
police for 16 years, retiring in January 
of 2003. He died on May 16, 2013 at 
the age of 72.

According to history.com, here is what happened: 

  In the early morning hours of July 23, 1967, one of the worst riots in U.S. history 
broke out on 12th Street in the heart of Detroit’s predominantly African-American 
inner city. By the time it was brought under control four days later by 7,000 National 
Guard and U.S. Army troops, 43 people were dead, 342 injured, and nearly 1,400 
buildings had been burned.
  By the summer of 1967, the predominantly African-American neighborhood of 
Virginia Park was ready to explode. Some 60,000 poor people were crammed into the 
neighborhood’s 460 acres, living in squalor in divided and subdivided apartments. The 
Detroit Police Department, which had only about 50 African Americans at the time, 
was viewed as a white occupying army. The only other whites seen in the neighbor-
hood commuted from the suburbs to run their stores on 12th Street.
  At night, 12th Street was a center of Detroit inner-city nightlife, both legal and 
illegal. At the corner of 12th and Clairmount, William Scott operated an illegal after-
hours club on weekends out of the office of the United Community League for Civic 
Action, a civil rights group. The police vice squad often raided establishments like 
this on 12th Street, and at 3:35 a.m. on Sunday morning, July 23, they moved against 
Scott’s club.

See RACE RIOTS on 17A
T i c k e T s 

$10 in advance  
$15 at the event
Advance tickets are available at the 
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Confirmed Restaurants:
Beale St Smokehouse BBQ

Hungry Howies
Mama K’s Café Food Truck

VG’s Bakery
VG’s Deli

Biggby Coffee
The Laundry & El Topo
Tropical Smoothie Café
Wellbridge of Fenton

Bangkok Peppers Food Truck
Halo Burger Food Truck

La Marsa
Crust

Corner Bar & Grill
Canadian Steak, Fish 

& Sandwich Co.
Fenton Fire Hall Kitchen

 & Taproom

TASTE 
TICKETS 
ON SALE 

NOW!

PRESENTED AT: Fenton Village Playhouse • 14197 Torrey Rd,  Fenton MI 
PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE AT www.fentontheatre.org

	  			   Fenton Open Book, 105 W. Shiawassee Ave. Fenton
				    The UPS Store, 17195 Silver Parkway, Fenton

Adults: $20  •  Seniors & Students: $17  •  Children under 12: $12

TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE AT

The winner of six Tony Awards, including Best Musical, 
it was the 2002 most awarded new show on Broadway! Based on the 

1967 Academy Award-winning film, Thoroughly Modern Millie takes you 
back to the height of the Jazz Age in New York City, when “moderns”, 

including a flapper named Millie Dillmount, were bobbing their hair, raising 
their hemlines, entering the workforce and rewriting the rules of love.

-Musical-

Rated PG

SHOW TIMES
July 22nd - 23rd • 28th - 30th

Thursday-Saturday Shows at 7pm • Sunday Shows at 2pm



www.tctimes.com	 WEEKEND TIMES	 Sunday, July 23, 2017    7A

TORNADO
Continued from Page 3A
  It wasn’t too long before we heard that the 
Lake Fenton game was going to start with 
just a short delay because of the storm. We 
never lost power at our home, so we were 
unaware just how bad things were.
  The weather turned beautiful and we 
watched the entire football game. I don’t 
recall anyone at the game even mentioning 
a tornado. Naturally, we were hungry after 
the game and decided to take our kids into 
Fenton to get some wings. 
  As we drove and got closer to the Owen 
Road exit from U.S. 23, we realized that 
there was no power anywhere. This was 
when we realized something really bad 

had happened. We came upon roadblocks 
at every turn and watched in horror as we 
drove past the damage. 
  Being the police reporter at the time, 
I immediately went into work mode and 
began writing notes and taking as many 
photos as I could. The entire Times staff, 
who are all local residents, thought the 
same as me and for weeks, if not months, 
we covered the damage, cleanup, and 
restoration of our hometown. 
  We’d love to hear what you remember. 
Please share your stories and photos with 
us by emailing news@tctimes.com. 
  To commemorate 10 years, we will be 
providing full coverage in the Weekend 
Times on Sunday, Aug. 20.

RIDES
Continued from Page 3A
  Ride-sharing companies like Uber 
and Lyft are becoming mainstream 
transportation services, not only in large 
metropolitan cities but also in the tri-
county area. 
  While Fenton, Linden and Holly are 
not officially Uber- or Lyft-designated 
cities, residents here can still use the 
services of nearby drivers in its closest 
service area of Flint, but the drivers aren’t 
always as readily available as in larger 
cities.
  “The time of day 
makes a difference 
locally,” said Martin. 
“It’s harder during 
the day when there 
aren’t as many drivers 
available here. It’s a 
chance you take.”
  Both Uber and 
Lyft are more readily 
available in Michi-
gan’s larger cities, 
including Detroit, Grand Rapids, Kal-
amazoo, Ann Arbor, Jackson, Lansing, 
Flint and the tri-city areas of Bay City, 
Saginaw and Midland.
  Martin says he makes several runs to 
Detroit Metro (Airport), which typically 
costs a passenger about $75. “I can also 
accept riders on my way back home,” he 
said. “The app knows where I am and 
can find the passengers in need of a ride.”
  Ridesharing is typically more afford-
able than hailing a taxi, but not always. 
Several apps and websites can help you 
figure out your best financial advantage, 
including RideGuru and WhatsTheFare, 
according to Consumer Reports.
  One of the huge benefits of ridesharing 
is that you pay upfront with PayPal or a 
credit card, so you don’t have to fumble 
around finding cash at the last minute. 
  Tipping is always a big question for 
ridesharing passengers. 
  Lyft allows riders to tip either on their 
app or after the ride, with cash. One 
hundred percent of tips go to the driver. A 
tip can be added up to 72 hours after the 
ride is complete, according to its website. 
  Uber has always touted itself as a 
cashless experience, but just recently has 
given riders a chance to tip after they’ve 
rated their driver. If you’ve enjoyed your 
Uber experience, you can always ask the 
driver if he or she would like to accept 
a cash tip, according to Cnet.com. Pas-
sengers have up to 30 days after their ride 
to tip their driver.
  “Most people are friendly,” said Carey 
Eichelberg, 39, of Fenton. A 19-year 
employee of MTA Your Ride, he also 
drove for Uber and Lyft from 2014 to 
2016. “You just want to be presentable, 

clean and not scary and everything will 
go smoothly. You’re picking up total 
strangers but I never had a problem. It’s 
a fun job.” 
  Ridesharing drivers are age 21 and 
older, and drivers currently in good stand-
ing, including insurance and registration, 
have been background-checked. Their 
vehicles must be 10 years old or newer, 
be a four-door car, truck or minivan and 
must pass a vehicle inspection.
  Many people who travel for both busi-
ness and pleasure are well acquainted 
with these ridesharing services.
  “I mainly use it (Uber) for vacations 
and pleasure travel,” said Nick Gethicker, 
27, of Holly. “It’s been great. It’s a lot 
faster than trying to look up a taxi com-
pany’s number, then waiting for dispatch 
to contact a driver. Plus, you know exactly 
the amount the ride will charge.”
  Gethicker has used Uber in New Or-
leans, Las Vegas and Detroit. “I’ve never 
had a bad experience,” he said.

Ridesharing do’s and don’ts:
• Here’s a gift for first-time riders: 
Your first ride with Uber and Lyft is free 
(up to $15 on Uber and $20 on Lyft). 
You can also get free rides by referring 
new passengers using a coupon code.

• Don’t make the driver wait for you 
once they’ve arrived. Uber will begin 
to charge passengers by the minute 
for making a driver wait more than two 
minutes, beginning in August.

• Text or call your driver if the 
location is hard to find, like a hard-to-
see house number or street. 

• Most passengers hop into the rear 
seats, but if you prefer to ride in the 
front seat, check with your driver to 
make sure if that’s OK.

• Drivers use GPS in their app to get 
riders where they need to go. If you’d 
like for them to take a different route 
than the Uber app, please tell them.

• Another way of “tipping” is to give 
your driver a good rating on the app. 
The driver will also be rating you as a 
passenger.

• Be a good passenger by cleaning 
your messes – snacks, wrappers, 
water bottles, etc. As soon as one rider 
is dropped off, they’re on their way to 
pick up someone else and don’t have 
time to clean the car.

• Some drivers let riders play their 
own music, or may have power cords 
available to charge their phones. Just 
ask your driver.

Source: The Detroit News

n Ridesharing 
companies like 
Uber and Lyft 
have become a 
mainstream way 
to get around in 
larger cities, and 
are becoming 
more available 
for use in the tri-
county area.

BEAT THE DOG DAZE OF SUMMER

810-629-4946 
409 E. Carol ine • Fenton 
www.davelambheating.com

LUNCH OR DINNER
Dine-in only. Cannot combine with other 

offers or discounts. Up to 5 people.
Expires 7/29/17

ANY TAKE-OUT ORDER
 Cannot combine with other offers or 

discounts. Up to 5 people.
Expires 7/29/17

15% OFF 10% OFF

Golden Buffet

MON-THURS. 11AM-9:30PM  |  FRI - SAT. 11AM-10:30PM   |  SUNDAY 11:30AM-9:30PM

LUNCH  • 11:00am - 3:30pm 
$7.99 Adult | $3.99 Children under 10

DINNER  • 4:00pm - close 
Prices vary

NOW OFFERING 
STEAK ON THE 

WEEKENDS

CARRY OUT 
BUFFET

LUNCH: $3.99/lb
DINNER: 
$4.99/lb

810-519-8333 | 1386 N. LEROY | FENTON
ALL YOU CAN EAT CHICKEN WINGS!

248-634-7515 
806 N. Saginaw St. • Holly
www.northernoakbrewery.com
m-thurs. 11am-10pm | f-s 11am-11pm | sun 12pm-9pm

25% OFF your meal 
with purchase of beverage

Stop in after your visit to 
the car show every Wednesday 
in Downtown Holly!

$3 Beer Pints 
Wet Your Whistle Wednesday’s

save on select pints all day long!

Discount Tuesday’s

AVAILABLE ROUTES & PRICES
6 Miles $20 person
15 Miles $35 person
31 Miles $35 person
62 Miles $35 person

Register at the SLPR office inside the 
Fenton Community & Cultural Center

150 S. Leroy St. 
or online at slpr.net

ALL AGES & FITNESS LEVELS 
ARE WELCOME
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nCommittee formed to 
brainstorm plan of action to 
combat pale swallow-wort 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
  Rose Township has been dubbed “the 
hotbed” for a dangerous, invasive plant 
called pale swallow-wort.
  According to Supervisor Dianne 
Scheib-Snider, it first started showing 
up about 10 years ago. People have been 
trying to treat it for the past five years. 
“But this year it is out of control,” said 
Scheib-Snider.
  The supervisor recently visited some 
Rose Township properties and took some 
photographs. 
  “It blew my mind looking at it,” she 
said. 
  According to the state of Michigan, 
pale swallow-wort is an herbaceous, 
twining perennial vine growing up to 
7 feet in length. The leaves are shiny 
medium-green to yellow and oval to 
heart-shaped with a pointed tip. It has 
small, star-shaped flowers that are pale 
pink to reddish brown with five petals 
and grow in clusters of six to 10 blooms.
  The seed pods are milkweed-like and 
full of flat, brown seeds covered in fine, 
white hairs. Unlike black swallow-wort, 
pale swallow-wort plants have no rhi-
zomes, which are continuously growing 
horizontal underground stems that put 
out lateral shoots and roots that grow in 
clumps with many stems.

The seed pods are milkweed-like and 
full of flat, brown seeds covered in fine, 
white hairs, and they are toxic.

 COURTESY OF SUPERVISOR DIANE SCHEIB-SNIDER

Pale swallow-wort grow up to 7 feet in length. The leaves are shiny medium-green to 
yellow and oval to heart-shaped with a pointed tip. Also known as a dog-strangling 
vine, it is an invasive weed that has overcome Rose Township this year.

Local township ‘hotbed’ for dangerous, invasive plant

  Pale swallow-wort is an upland vine 
tolerant of shade, sun and a variety of soil 
moistures. This plant can invade perennial 
crops, including pastures, tree farms and 
no-till fields. 
  “It can blow right into a vegetable gar-
den,” said Scheib-Snider. “Then you are 
forced to spray chemicals in the garden 
to get rid of it.

  “It does not require sunshine to grow,” 
she added. “I saw it in a wooded area that 
was totally covered with it. It gets really 
really long and it twists. It’s so ‘viney’ it 
can actually trip you. It grows to be about 
7 feet tall.
  “I think they call it a dog strangler be-
cause animals can get caught in it,” she 
said. “Imagine a 7-foot vine and hundreds 

of them growing into each other. A child 
could get hurt, too.”
  According to Scheib-Snider, if the 
swallow-wort invasion in Rose Township 
isn’t attacked as a whole, it will only get 
worse and spread more. 
  “If you treat yours and your neighbor 
doesn’t, treating yours will have done no 
good,” said Scheib-Snider. 

The seeds are carried on 
the wind (like milkweed and 
cottonwood), or transported 

by water. The roots are 
toxic to mammals, including 

livestock. The plants 
are toxic to many insect 

larvae, including monarch 
caterpillars.

See SWALLOW-WORT on 9A

By Laura Cipielewski
Director of Marketing, Dort Federal
  One of the most important parts of 
buying a vehicle is the test drive. Be 
sure to follow these tips to 
help you make an informed 
buying decision.
  Your next vehicle should 
meet the needs you require 
for your work commute, 
number of passengers and 
cargo needs. Think about 
the number of years you will 
need to drive the vehicle. Will 
you need to drive it for three 
to six years, maybe longer? 
A proper test drive is the only way to 
ensure you get the right vehicle.
  Complete these tests and ask yourself 
these questions to evaluate the vehicle 
before you even take it out on the road: 
  •  Do I feel comfortable in the ve-
hicle? Is there enough leg room? How 
about headroom? 
  •  Can I move the seat into a position 
where I can see the road? Can I tilt the 

What you need to know about test driving a vehicle
wheel for a better fit?
  •   Can I properly set the rearview 
and exterior mirrors so I can eliminate 
blind spots?

  •   Does the heat, defrost 
and air-conditioning work 
properly? How about the 
windshield wipers? Are the 
tires in good shape?
  •  Are the car locks, audio, 
and alarm systems working 
properly? Is it easy to preset 
radio stations? 
  •   Does the vehicle have 
smartphone or Bluetooth ca-
pabilities that I need to test? 

  Consider the comfort of your passen-
gers. Sit in the passenger and back seats. 
Is there enough space? This will give 
you an idea of how easy is it for you or 
your passengers to get in and out of the 
vehicle. Are there climate controls and 
audio systems that you need to test? If 
you use a child’s car seat, bring it with 
you to see how easy it is to install and 
make sure it fits. 

  Think about the cargo needs you may 
require. If you want your new vehicle to 
store your golf clubs bring them with 
you to the test drive. Do they fit inside 
the trunk or hatch area? Whatever your 
storage requirements are, you need to be 
able to easily load the items.
  When you have completed this evalu-
ation, you may discover a problem or 
service concern that will make you 
decide the actual test drive might not be 
worth your while!  
  However, if you had a great pre-road 
evaluation, then here are tips and items 
to consider while you are on the road:
  If possible, conduct the test drive 
without the seller. If they insist on com-
ing, politely tell them you need to have 
quiet time to listen for engine sounds 
and road noise. Make sure you go on a 
route that will be typical of the driving 
you intend to do. Take the test drive on 
both surface streets and the highway. A 
snowy or rainy day is a great day for a 
test drive to evaluate how the vehicle 
performs.

  While you are driving, ask yourself 
the following questions:
  •  Does the car accelerate as quickly 
as I would like or expect?
  •  How do the brakes feel when stop-
ping?
  •  Is there too much road noise?
  •  Does the steering feel too tight or 
lose? How does it handle on turns? Is 
the ride bumpy?
  •  On a manual transmission, is the 
clutch take-up light or heavy?
  •  On an automatic transmission, does 
it shift through the gears smoothly? Does 
it allow me to shift on my own or have 
multiple gear modes?
  •  Near the end of the test drive, try 
some of the car’s controls, like the audio 
system, to see how distracting they are 
while driving.
  Finally, a proper test-drive will take 
longer than the typical drive around the 
block. Give yourself adequate time to feel 
comfortable and confident that you are 
getting the best-suited vehicle possible 
for the long term.

Laura 
Cipielewski

COMPETITIVE AUTO LOANS

SPONSORED CONTENT
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nOwner can’t operate 
family childcare facility 
without hearing 
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  A Linden daycare license was summar-
ily suspended on July 13 after investiga-
tors found that it violated the Childcare 
Organizations Act and administrative 
rules regarding family and group child-
care homes. 
  The Michigan Department of Licensing 
and Regulatory Affairs (LARA), Bureau 
of Community and Health Systems is-
sued an order of summary suspension and 
notice of intent to revoke the childcare 
certificate of registration from the daycare 
located on Murphy Street. A summary 
suspension means the operation is shut-
down without a hearing. 
  Until any charges are filed and an 
arraignment takes place, the daycare 
owner’s name is being withheld.
  On July 13, the department investigated 
complaints at the daycare and found mul-
tiple violations. According to LARA, the de-
partment took emergency action to protect 

the health, welfare, and safety of children. 
  The owner is prohibited from operat-
ing a family childcare home at any other 
address, and may not accept children 
for care. The owner must inform all the 
parents of children currently in her care 
that her certificate of registration has been 
suspended and that she can no longer 
provide childcare. 
  Jason Moon, media contact for LARA, 
said they cannot share any more details or 
information at this time. 
  The owner’s certificate of registration, 
held since March 1, 1994, was for six 
children. 
  According to LARA, Michigan law de-
fines a group childcare home as a private 
home in which more than six but not more 
than 12 minor children are given care 
and supervision for periods of less than 
24 hours a day, unattended by a parent or 
legal guardian, except children related to 
an adult member of the family by blood, 
marriage, or adoption. Group childcare 
home is defined as a home that gives care 
to an unrelated minor child for more than 
four weeks during a calendar year.
  The owner has the right to appeal the 
suspension and revocation. 

Linden daycare shut down 
for multiple violations

nFenton Township 
will pay $240,000 for  
$1.3 million project 
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  Part of Thompson Road, from U.S. 23 
to Torrey Road, will be closed starting 
Monday, July 24 as the Genesee County 
Road Commission (GCRR) begins con-
struction. 
  The road will be widened to add a center 
turn lane. Construction also will include 
drainage improvements, road construc-
tion and resurfacing. 
  Eastbound traffic will be able to use 

the road, meaning drivers can still exit 
the highway and travel east on Thompson 
Road. Westbound traffic will be directed 
to Torrey Road and Grand Blanc Road for 
U.S. 23 access, and Torrey Road, Baldwin 
Road, and Linden Road for Thompson 
Road access, according to the GCRC.
  The commission expects construction 
to be complete by Oct. 31 2017, and 
advises drivers to proceed with caution. 
  The Fenton Township Board of Trustees 
approved funding for the project in No-
vember 2016. The township voted to enter 
into a cost participation agreement with the 
GCRC. The projected cost is a little over 
$1.3 million, and the township will not 
spend over $240,000 on the project. 

Construction on Thompson begins Monday



THERE ARE ROBOCALLS being made lo-
cally for a medical alarm. It is a scam. File a 
complaint at www.michigan.gov/ag. On the 
website’s left side, under the photo. 



AS THE OWNERS of a Dibbleville store, 
I have had to clean up vomit on the toilet 
seat and disgusting splatters in the bowl. I 
am trying to run a business, not be a jani-
tor. Our restroom will remain closed to the 
public. 



HAVE A GOOD high? That’s not the point 
of a medical marijuana facility.



MY PROBLEM WITH the whole legal 
marijuana thing are the growers. Having 
lived by one, that constant odor is disgust-
ing even with the filters. I have no desire 
to have that near my backyard again.



SO, OBAMA USES the UN, diplomacy 
and multi-national sanctions to get a 
verifiable halt to Iran’s nuclear program, 
and that’s bad. Trump uses and alien-
ates friend and foe with huff and puff fake 
bravado and North Korea does test after 
test, each bigger than the one before and 
that’s good?



HOT LINE CONTINUED THE SHOULDERS AND medians of our 
highways are looking cluttered, overgrown 
and a little weedy. They could use some 
attention. 



I THINK SINCE most people disregard 
stop signs at the ends of their roads, we 
should put up a sign that says, ‘turn at 
your own risk,’ and when a person causes 
an accident because they don’t look, they 
are at fault and are hauled off to jail.



WHO’S KIDDING WHO? Obama was 
involved in the Brexit, Israeli, Egyptian, 
French elections, the overthrow of the 
Libyan government and the overthrow 
of the elected Ukraine government, The 
Democrats are concerned about Russian 
involvement in our election? What a joke.



I DON’T CARE if you believe in climate 
change or not, I still don’t want to breathe 
polluted air, I know too many non-smokers 
who grew up in the ’50s, ’60s and ’70s 
with lung cancer, many died, also COPD, 
and other pulmonary issues.



 

 

Your Door to Successful Rehab! 

Better rehab 
means shorter 

stays and getting 
you back on your 

feet and home 
sooner. 

202 S. Bridge St • Linden 
www.caretelinns.com 

Visit Caretel Inns of Linden for a tour.

810.735.9400

Accredited for Inpatient Rehab 
and Stroke Programs

• Short term rehab
• Revolutionary Cmill/Regait
• 5,000 sq.ft. Bridge Street Gym 
• Highly motivated, trained therapy staff
• The latest technology & equipment
• Patient-centered care
• Private rooms
• Chef prepared meals
• Room service
• Direct dial phones & cable TV
• Wireless internet

View all stories 
online at
tctimes.com

The pale swallow-wort has small, 
star-shaped flowers that are pale pink 
to reddish brown with five petals and 
grow in clusters of six to 10 blooms. 

SWALLOW-WORT
Continued from Page 8A

  Scheib-Snider says they have no 
idea how the invasive plant got to Rose 
Township. According to the state, pale 
swallow-wort is native to Ukraine and 
Southwestern Russia. In the United 
States, it has been distributed in New 
England, Wisconsin, Indiana, and it 
has been found in Toronto, Canada. 
  A committee was formed on Mon-
day, July 17 to combat the problem in 
Rose Township. Its first goal is public 
awareness. They also are consulting 
with several experts, including MSU 
Extension and others and best ways to 
attack the problem and eradicate the 
invasive plant. 
  Scheib-Snider referred to a newly 
cultivated hay field. If swallow-wort 
gets in there, the hay will be toxic. 
“There is a concern with horses in this 
area. The root is really toxic,” she said. 
  Several years ago, the local area 
had to deal with another invasive plant 
called Purple Loosestrife. According 
to Scheib-Snider, that problem was 
solved with the use of beetles. 

  “We just don’t know yet how to treat 
it, whether beetles will work or some 
kind of chemical,” she said. 
  Scheib-Snider is inviting anyone 
interested to join the newly formed 
committee, and get on the list to re-
ceive the newsletter. To do so, contact 
the Rose Township offices at (248) 
634-7551, or visit at 9080 Mason 
St., Holly. Office hours are Monday 
through Thursday, from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 
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  We all know that “The D” is slang for 
Detroit, but there are many words that 
start with the letter “D” that explain what 
life in the tri-county area is all about.
  From “dogs” (the Koegel breed!) to 
doughnuts and dancing to disc golfing, 
we have a variety of foods and fun activi-
ties that we can identify with here in our 
communities.
  But let’s look at some “D” words 
that really exemplify what we’re all 
about here in our special region of mid-
Michigan.

Dibbleville/
downtowns
  Fenton’s Dibbleville has 
come a long way from its 
earliest years in the mid-
1830s when it was named 
after Clark Dibble, who 
settled here from New York 
in 1834. It was Fenton’s origi-
nal business district and remains 
adjacent to Fenton’s oldest residential 
area. 
  Today, Dibbleville remains the city’s 
downtown business district, filled with 
historic buildings from the past with 
a new vibe of restaurants, boutiques, 
service businesses and retailers. The 
Streetscape Project in 2015 created an 

days of summer. They may start 
anywhere from early July to mid 
August and last anywhere from 
30 to 61 days.

Dauner-
Martin Nature 
Preserve
  You’ll find this unique Fenton 
nature preserve at the “intersection” 
of city and country on Dauner Road, 
just east of LeRoy Street.
  This 155-acre parcel of land for 
originally purchased in 1863 by Phil-
lip Dauner to grow hops for his local 
brewery. The property was passed 
down to his great-grandchildren, Rob-
ert and Marion Martin, who donated 
it to the Michigan Nature Associa-

tion in 1998 to ensure 
it would remain 

protected.
  Today, this 
sanctuary of-
fers  nearly 
4½ miles of 
t r a i l s ,  d i a -

mond-marked 
for easy naviga-

tion, and is open to 
walkers and hikers. Bring 

your mosquito spray and 
appropriate walking 

shoes for a memo-
rable experience 
within the city of 
Fenton.

Drive-in 
theaters

  Double features, talk-
ing popcorn and watching 

a movie with your kids in their 
pajamas are just a few of the reasons to 
visit the US 23 Drive-in on Fenton Road 
in Flint, just 15 minutes north of Fen-
ton. It’s one of the last few remaining 
drive-in theaters in Michigan, decades 
after their heyday in the 1960s and 
early 1970s.

  Open seven days a 
week from Memorial 

Day through La-
bor Day, drive-in 
movies are remi-
niscent of a sim-
pler time when 
family members 
jumped in the sta-
tion wagon and 

fell asleep while 
watching movies 

and eating popcorn.

This is a weekly series encompassing a variety 
of things in the tri-county area from A to Z.

By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com

810-629-8282

THIS WEEK’S 
LETTER:

award-winning area to walk, park, shop 
and dine. 
  One of the village of Holly’s econom-
ic strengths is its vibrant downtown, 
100 percent full of retailers, antique 
shops and restaurants. It’s a mecca 
for weekend getaways and weekday 
business.
  Linden’s downtown is filled with re-
tailers and restaurants, and the promise 
of a newly-built Union Block to be res-
urrected soon. The original Union Block 
was destroyed by fire in 2007.

Dog days of 
summer
  The ancient Romans 
called the hottest, most 
humid days of summer 
“dog days,” because they 

associated these days 
with the star Sirius. 

Known as the “Dog 
Star,” it was the bright-

est star in the constellation 
and the Romans thought it 
radiated extra heat toward 
Earth.
  While these ancient no-
tions are no longer believed, the 
expression “dog days of summer” 
remains and usually means the hottest 

A TO ZD

Sometimes it’s to throw Rocks at Girls!TMK
134 N. Leroy St STE 1, Fenton MI 48430

810.629.7936 | SawyerJewelers.com

where

is for Diamonds
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nMost often seen 
getting into garbage 
cans and bird feeders
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  If you’re planning to travel to the 
northern area of the Lower Peninsula, 
you could see a black bear. 
  According to the Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR), the black bear 
population in that area has increased  29 
percent since 2012 and almost 50 per-
cent since 2000.
  Holly Vaughn, 
DNR wi ld l i f e 
communications 
coordinator, said, 
“Black bears are 
usua l ly  found 
a little north of 
Saginaw County, 
but not by much. If you draw a line 
across the state under Mason, Lake, 
Osceola, Clare, Gladwin and Arenac/
Bay counties, north of that line is where 
bears regularly occur. South of that line, 
bears are not as common, but they do 
occur.”
  Approximately 15,000 to 19,000 
black bears, including cubs, roam 
northern Michigan. Currently, 90 per-
cent live in the Upper Peninsula and 
the other 10 percent live in the Lower 
Peninsula, although the population in 
the Lower Peninsula is increasing. 
  Because of the population increase, the 
status of the black bear was elevated from 
pest to prized game species. 

How to deter black bears:
In order to ensure you and your pets won’t 
be bothered by black bears, you can take 
these precautions suggested by the DNR. 

• Take down all of your bird feeders. 
Bears constantly roam for food, and 
will revisit a place if they find food 
there. If they don’t find any food, they 
will move on. 
• If you see a black bear, never feed 
it or approach it. 
• Keep your garbage in a secure 
location. Bears will pick through trash 
to find food, and will return to the same 
spots if they find any. 
• Keep your dog on a leash when 
letting them outside. Avoid interactions 
between your dogs and bears as 
much as possible. 
• If you see a bear in your yard, make 
as much noise as possible. Most bears 
don’t like being around humans and will 
move on if they hear loud noises. 
• Store grills inside or keep them 
clean. Bears can smell the remains of 
whatever meat was cooked on the grill, 
and it will attract them. 
• If you keep honeybees, keep the 
hive in a secure location. 

n There is an 
increase in black 
bear sightings in 
the southern Low-
er Peninsula. 

‘‘ Often it is young male 
bears, about 2 years 

old, that are looking for 
hunting and breeding 

territories of their own.’’Holly Vaughn
Department of Natural Resources wildlife 

communications coordinator

Black bear sightings now common in Lower Peninsula

SIGHTINGS IN 2017:
  The DNR is the governing body in 
charge of protecting the species as well 
as cataloging it. 
  “Often it is young male bears, about 2 
years old, that are looking for hunting and 
breeding territories of their own. These 
youngsters usually are just wandering 
through and then they generally make 
their way back up to Northern Michigan,” 
Vaughn said. 
  A black bear was spotted in Pentwa-
ter, which is located in west Michigan, 
in early June. Another black bear was 
spotted in Merrill in early June as well. 
  Both were spotted getting into bird 
feeders in backyards.
  “These young bears are generally noth-
ing to worry about, but it is important 
to remember not to provide easy food 
sources for them — put garbage out in 
bear-safe containers, or put it out the 
morning of trash pickup, don’t leave pet 
food outdoors, bring in bird feeders when 
bears are near,” she said. “When bears 
get used to easy food sources, they often 
become nuisances.”

MICHIGAN FARM NEWS

Frank & Doris Strnad Estate 

AUCTION
Thursday • July 27 – 11 AM

Location: 6481 Branch Rd.• Flint

Directions: From I-475, take Exit 
#11, toward Carpenter Rd., 
merge onto Selby St., turn east 
onto Carpenter Rd., go approx. 
2 miles to Branch Rd., turn south, 
& go 1/2 mile. 

Auctioneer’s Note: The Strnad fam-
ily have occupied this residence for 
over 3 generations. Mr. Strnad was 
a world-famous harmonica player. 

This will be a great auction!  

(2) Vintage Cushman 3-Wheeler 
Golfsters 

Antique Furniture & Furniture
Antiques & Collectibles

Glassware
Sportsman Related
Tools & Equipment

Primitive Farm Related
Vintage Stereo Equipment

810-724-4035 
RowleyAuctions.com

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS
Terms: Cash, Cks w/ ID, Major credit 
cards. 3% buyer’s fee on CC pay-
ments. All purchases must be paid in 
full day of sale.

3295 Silver Lake Rd.
Fenton • 810-629-5800  
Each office independently owned and operated.

Platinum

www.thinkmichele.com • 810-516-3060

Very spacious with over 3000 sq ft of living space in 
the gorgeous Woodfield Community! Enjoy entertaining 
with the open floor plan, partially finished basement and 
two dining areas.   4 bed, 4 bath. You will welcome other 
amenities: formal dining, office/den area, main floor 
laundry, butler area and all kitchen appliances, sidewalks 
and golf course community and 3 car garage. Home will 
not last long at this price! 

OPEN THIS SUNDAY   • July 23  • 1-3 pm
5843 Woodfield • Grand Blanc

This home is a 10! Newer built (2015) home in desirable 
Byram Ridge!  3 bedrooms, 4 baths, 3 car garage, granite 
kitchen and fenced in yard! Lower level awaiting your 
finishing touch!

$249,900

 $319,900

16019 Bedington Dr. • Linden

3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
Be amazed at the picturesque view of the private back 
yard while you relax in your living room. The spacious 
kitchen has an adjoining dining area and is open to the 
living room. Large master bedroom with double closets, 
lower level walk out with a family room that can also 
be a theater room. Newer furnace, flooring and freshly 
painted. You will find ample storage in the heated and air 
conditioned  garage. All appliances included! 

5173 Lakewood • Grand Blanc

 $179,900
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ACREAGE                      $374,999
Beautiful home on over 3 acres, 3843 SF, 3 BDR & 3.5 BA. Spacious kitchen 
features hardwood floors, great natural light, breakfast nook, lots of cabinet 
and counter space. Living room offers soaring ceilings and fireplace. Finished 
walkout basement, 3 car attached garage, large deck, pole barn and more.

ACREAGE                      $299,900
Beautiful ranch home nestled on 10 acres with pole barn. 1930 SF, 3 BDR  & 
1.5 BA. Gorgeous kitchen, stunning wood floors continue into formal 
dining room, living room with exposed beams and floor to ceiling stone 
fireplace. Large bedrooms, first floor laundry, full basement and more.

FENTON-SCHOOLS                      $99,999
696 SF, 2 BDR & 1 BA. This home is cute as 
can be, updated kitchen with stainless steel 
appliances and lots of cabinet and counter space. 
Living room has great natural light. Remodeled 
bathroom, freshly painted, new carpet throughout, 
fenced yard with lots of privacy. great location.

SWARTZ CREEK SCHOOLS                       $139,999
Cute ranch home on over 1/2 acre, 1361 SF, 3 BDR & 
1.5 BA. Spacious living room with great natural light. 
Large kitchen with dining area, lots of cabinet and 
counter space. Beautiful sunroom, large bedrooms with 
hardwood floors. Full basement ready to be finished, 2 
car attached garage, storage shed, privacy and more!

WARWICK HILLS                      $445,000
4090 SF, 4 BDR & 3 BA. Stunning gourmet kitchen 
features stainless steel appliances, high end 
finishes, hardwood floors, lots of cabinets and 2 
way fireplace. Fantastic home for entertaining, 
grand entry, natural light, bar area, bamboo floors, 
formal dinning room, 1st floor laundry and more.

CLIO-SCHOOLS                  $119,999
1806 SF, 3 BDR & 1.5 BA. Spacious kitchen with 
lots of cabinet and counter space, formal dining 
room and living room features fireplace and cove 
ceilings. Partially finished basement, fenced 
yard, storage shed and 2 car attached garage. 

RUNYAN-LAKE-ACCESS                      $184,999
1701 SF, 3 BDR & 2.5 BA. Lake privileges on private 
All Sports Runyan Lake. Great kitchen featuring tile 
backsplash, granite countertops, pantry, snack bar, 
lots of cabinet and counter space. Large living room 
with great natural light. Beautiful front porch for 
enjoying nature, storage shed, great yard and more. 

DAVISON-SCHOOLS                  $479,999
Stunning Davison home screams high end luxury, 2340 SF, 3 BDR & 2.5 BA. 
Exclusive gourmet kitchen with Italian marble backsplash, custom leather finish 
granite countertops, high end stainless steel appliances and so much more.

LAKE FENTON                                        $674,999
60’ of frontage on All Sports Lake Fenton. 2086 SF, 4 BDR & 3.5BA. Open 
floor plan with beautiful flooring throughout the main floor. Great kitchen 
with granite countertops and island. Great room offers fireplace and 
spectacular views of the lake. First floor bedroom with private bath. Second 
floor master suite with stunning views of the lake. Large deck perfect for 
entertaining, additional lot across the street for parking and 2 car garage. 

2393 DAVIS ST, FENTON

Schedule Your
Private Showing 

with a Buyer Specialist! 

Call
(810) 354-5065

#1 REMAX AGENT
in Genesee County 2011-2016

Platinum

3295 W Silver Lake Rd. Fenton

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3OPEN SUNDAY 1-3

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3 OPEN SUNDAY 1-3

JUST LISTED!!!
OPEN SUNDAY 1-3

JUST LISTED!!!
OPEN SUNDAY 1-3

LAKE-FENTON                      $729,000
72’ frontage on All Sports Lake Fenton, 5400 SF, 4 BDR & 3.5 BA. Open floor plan w/ fantastic 
views. Kitchen features breakfast nook, granite counters, snack bar, lots of cabinet and 
counter space. Crown molding, exposed beams, finished walkout and so much more.

7489 DENTON HILL RD, FENTON

9394 SEYMOUR RD, SWARTZ CREEK

9430 HIGHLAND CT, DAVISON

As

 seen on

9337 BRISTOL RD, SWARTZ CREEK

704 CHERRY ST, CLIO

10414 LAKE SHORE, FENTON

9720 BURNING TREE, GRAND BLANC

805 OAK PARK DR, FENTON

WHY WAIT?
JOIN OUR TEAM TODAY!

Given the right tools and support, 
reaching the top is easy!

Just email: Todd@JohnWentworthGroup.com

TODD WARDA

ZACH BOROS JUSTIN HARDY

JAKE 
WORTHINGTON

RACHEL SIMMONS

ANDY BELSON

DON BREZNAU

JOHN LACHMAN

MINERVA FAKHOURY

14194 DARTS DR, FENTON

JUST LISTED!!!
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HARVEY DENT
Continued from Front Page
  Megan, 23, said, “How can you not want 
to adopt Harvey? I didn’t have the greatest 
mother, honestly, so I kind of relate to Har-
vey in a way. He was one of the top for me. 
I was going to adopt a new dog anyway. It 
happened to be when he was here.”
  Megan and her husband have another 
dog, Bailey, 2, who they adopted from 
Adopt-A-Pet two years ago, so Harvey will 
have someone to play with. Megan is cur-
rently training to be a firefighter and hopes 
to work for the city of Fenton.
  Since they brought Harvey home on 
Tuesday, Megan said he fit in very well 
with Bailey. 
  “We took them outside 
on leads to start with and 
they met each other and 
went right in the house,” 
she said. 
  Harvey doesn’t have 
many issues bumping into 
things.
  “If you say ‘stop,’ he’ll 
stop what he’s doing and 
pay attention to where he’s 
at. I’ve also noticed he runs his nose down 
the wall to see where the wall’s at and then 
after he does that, he doesn’t really have any 
problems,” she said. 
  To prepare her home, they put Styrofoam 
on the corners of tables and other sharp 
corners. 
  “We’ve like baby-proofed the house,” 
she said. “He’s already pretty fine. The first 
night he was bumping into stuff but now he 
knows where all the doors are, finds his own 
food, gets on the bed.”
  “We are very excited and we love Harvey. 
He is a very happy puppy and a lot of fun. We 
are also glad we can give him a safe home,” 
says  Megan’s husband Jacob.
  Megan was one of 37 applicants who 
wished to adopt Harvey, said Jody Mad-
dock, director of Adopt-A-Pet. Maddock 
interviewed several candidates and chose 
Megan and Jacob. 
  “She (Maddock) thought we were the 
right fit since he’s never going to be alone, 
he has another dog to play with, and we have 
a fenced in yard,” Megan said.
   Megan added that Harvey has his own 
Instagram account, @adventuresofhar-

WATCH THE 
VIDEO 

AT TCTIMES.COM 
WITH THIS STORY

veydent.
  Maddock said they fit all the criteria and 
did research ahead of time. She also recog-
nized that Megan felt very drawn to Harvey.
  “We were seeing a completely new dog 
once his eyes were removed. He’s out of pain 
and he has turned into a puppy. So what we 
have seen for the last three months was a 
very much more reserved, much more quiet 
dog and … now he’s got all this extra en-
ergy, this extra playfulness. He’s naughty,” 
Maddock joked.  
  She said they’ve received a few dona-
tions to pay for Harvey’s medical expenses, 
including a $1,000 donation on July 14, the 
day the Times broke the story.
  Harvey’s previous owner, Predrick Der-
rell Hurt, 44, of Flint, burned him on April 
5 and abandoned him outdoors.  
  Named “Harvey Dent” by Genesee 
County Animal Control, based on the 
Batman character, the mixed-breed puppy 
sustained severe burns all over his head and 
the left side of his body.
  The GCAC handed Harvey over to 
Adopt-A-Pet in May, and then the veterinar-
ian technician, Alyssa Pennington, fostered 
Harvey and tended to his medical needs.
  He had burns on his head and on the left 
side of his body. His eyes were so damaged 
they had to be removed, along with parts of 
his ears. When found, Harvey had an open 
gash on his left hip. Maddock previously 
said it looked like someone sprayed him 
with lighter fluid and set him on fire. 
  Harvey no longer needs pain medication 
or any future medical attention He is as 
energetic as any other puppy. 
  Hurt was charged with animal cruelty. 
He received two years probation and was 
ordered to pay for Harvey’s medical bills 
along with over $2,000 for restitution and 
court fees.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Harvey Dent joined his new home with 
Megan Pawloski, her husband Jacob, 
and dog Bailey. Jody Maddock, Adopt-
A-Pet executive director (left) was part 
of the entire process of interviewing 
candidates and making a selection.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Harvey Dent, the mixed-breed puppy 
that sustained burns over his face and 
body, was adopted on Tuesday, July 18. 

2530 OWEN ROAD • FENTON • 810-629-1551
WWW.RANDYWISEBUICKGMC.COM

SERVICE HOURS: Mon. 7am-8pm • Tues.-Fri. 7 am-6:30 pm • Sat. 8 am-2 pm

A+ Rating

SERVICE DEPARTMENT

USED VEHICLES
SALES HOURS: Mon. Tues. & Thurs. 8:30 am-8pm • Wed. & Fri. 8:30 am-6 pm • Sat. 9 am-4 pm

WITH 
8 LOCATIONS AND 10 BRANDS

RANDY WISE CAN HELP WITH 
ALL YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS!

We WON’T be Beat!  

Make the “WISE” Choice!!!

2017 GMC TERRAIN SLE-1 • $59 24 mo/$999 down

2017 GMC ACADIA SLE-1 • $169 24 mo/$999 down

2017 BUICK ENCORE 1SB • $59 24 mo/$999 down

2017 BUICK ENCLAVE LEATHER • $169 24 mo/$999 down

2017 BUICK ENVISION PREFERRED • $219 24 mo/$999 down

IS IT TIME FOR A TUNE UP? 
Preventative maintenance is always something that we have to do 

to avoid costly repairs, maintain its resale value and extend the 
lifetime of our vehicles. So whether you need a 30,000, 50,000, or 
100,000 mile tune-up we want to help you have those preventative 

services completed. 

RECEIVE $15 OFF OF YOUR TUNE-UP!!

2017 BUICK LACROSSE 
ESSENCE FWD 
$295*36 mo/$999 down

*All leases are GMS with competitive lease. 10,000 miles per year  + tax, title, plates, first payment and dealer 
fees. $999.00 down and must qualify for S or A+ tier thru GM Financial. Prices on in stock vehicles only !!!

2017 GMC TERRAIN SLE-2  
$139*24 mo/$999.00 down

2017 GMC ACADIA LIMITED 

$249*24 mo/$999 down
(demo vehicle) 

HUGE STOCK OF PREOWNED 
YUKON & YUKON XL’S

YUKON BLOWOUT SALE!!!

Tim Martin
Hartland Insurance 

Agency, Inc.
2532 N. Old US-23•Hartland•MI

810-632-5161

For Personal
& Commercial

Insurance
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EVEN CAREGIVERS NEED TIME AWAY
Village Manor Retirement Offers 24/7 Respite Care

Village Manor Retirement is your next stop 
on the road to recovery!

We are Independent Living with Assisted Care for all of your needs.

• Comfortable and beautifully appointed apartment
• Peace of mind for the rest you need!

• Meals & housekeeping included
• 24/7 care with RN on staff

• Three nutritious, delicious, chef prepared meals served daily
• Beautiful, fully furnished apartment
• All utilities including phone and cable

• Housekeeping and linen service
• Warm, caring 24/7 staff

• Daily activities
• RN on staff

9501 East Highland Rd.  •  Howell   •   810-632-6200   •   www.VMRetirement.com

Come 
visit  us
today!

Check our website 
and coupon ads for specials.

NEW LOCATION! NOW LOCATED AT 
605 N. SAGINAW

HOLLY, MI
NEXT TO CARQUEST 

AUTO PARTS
(NORTH OF OUR 
OLD LOCATION)

248-634-5730
www.wilkinsonautorepair.com

Hours: Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm, Sat: 9am-3pm

ASK THE
MECHANIC

Chris Wilkinson, 
Certified Mechanic

Q: I bought a new car and they re-
placed several parts such as the 
ball joint, motor mount, control 

arm, etc. All of these parts were on 
the drivers side. I got into a accident 
shortly after purchasing the vehicle, 
damaging the front left side of the car. 
Come to find out my coil had snapped. 
They had to have seen the welded coil 
or welded it themselves. Why can’t you 
weld a coil? Do you have any sugges-
tions on what I can do now?

Hope, The reason you can not weld 
a coil or any other spring, is the 
way it is tempered and heat treated 

when made can not be duplicated easily. 
What leads you to believe that the coil 
spring was welded?  If there is evidence of 
this being done right before the sale of the 
car; you may be able to go to small claims 
court to get some kind of reimbursement 
for damages and repairs. If you bought it 
from a car dealer try to contact the man-
ager of the store. If you do not get help 
from them, call the Michigan Department 
of State at 1-888-767-6424. If this was a 
private party, you should contact the seller 
and give them a chance to make it right 
before going any further.

A:

Spotlight on:

• New franchise business 
in Holly specializes in 
relocation, moving, 
downsizing and more
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  Debra Bordeau has spent her entire 
career as a Doctor of Optometry, with 
her own private practice, helping peo-
ple in various stages of vision loss. She 
has opened her own franchise business, 
Caring Transitions of North Oakland 
County, with a desire to help others, 
while operating a business with integ-
rity and high standards. She resides in 
Rose Township with her husband, son 
and five pets.

What are your main products and 
services? 
  Caring Transitions offers services 
including downsizing, organizing, re-
location/moving management, clean 
outs, and liquidation of assets via an 
estate sale or online auction. We work 
with people of all ages, specializing in 
senior relocation and downsizing, and 
with small businesses. 
  
As a Doctor of Optometry, how 
do you fit these two careers to-
gether?
  I’ve enjoyed a rewarding career as 

CARING 
TRANSITIONS 
OF NORTH OAKLAND COUNTY

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Debra Bordeau of Rose Township is the owner of Caring Transitions, which assists 
individuals experiencing changes in their lives such as downsizing, moving, organiz-
ing and liquidating estates. 

the doctor/owner of my private prac-
tice, but became very disillusioned 
with insurance issues and the denial of 
proper patient care. During my Fellow-
ship in Low Vision at The Johns Hop-
kins Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland, 
I worked extensively with patients in 
various stages of losing their vision. I 
learned about the loss and trauma of 
losing one’s sight, much like the loss 
many seniors experience as they face 
the reality of leaving a home they have 
loved and lived in for many years. 
  Through Caring Transitions, I can 
help them through this process with a 
compassionate approach. 
 
How does Caring Transitions 
help seniors make life changes? 
  Today’s seniors are aware of the 
need to have their finances in order, but 
rarely have their home and physical as-
sets in order. Unfortunately, this means 

while a family is grieving, they are also 
dealing with clearing out a home. This 
process is often overwhelming, time-
consuming, and often leads to resent-
ment and frustration. You can save your 
family time, money, and frustration by 
downsizing, decluttering, and organiz-
ing in advance. The client can pick and 
choose what services they need, and 
when they need it.

248-270-6822
www.caringtransitionsofnoc.com

JULY 23
1984: Vanessa Williams, 21, gives 
up her Miss America title, the first 
resignation in the pageant’s history, 
after Penthouse magazine announces 
plans to publish nude photos of the 
beauty queen in its September issue. 
Williams originally made history on 
Sept. 17, 1983, when she became 
the first black woman to win the Miss 
America crown. 

COMPILED BY VERA HOGAN

LOOKING
BACK 

at this week in

NATIONAL HISTORY

JULY 24
2005: American cyclist Lance 
Armstrong wins a record-setting 
seventh consecutive Tour de France 
and retires from the sport. After 
Armstrong survived testicular cancer, 
his rise to cycling greatness inspired 
cancer patients and fans around 
the world. In 2012, he was stripped 
of his seven Tour titles after being 
charged with the systematic use of 
performance-enhancing drugs.

JULY 25
1978: Louise Joy Brown, the world’s 
first baby to be conceived via in vitro 
fertilization (IVF) is born at Oldham 
and District General Hospital in 
Manchester, England, to parents 
Lesley and Peter Brown. The healthy 
baby was delivered shortly before 
midnight by caesarean section. She 
weighed in at 5 pounds, 12 ounces.

See LOOKING BACK on 21A
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nGaines Community Rodeo 
showcases barrel racing, 
bull riding and much more
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  Gaines — From July 14 to 16, the 
Gaines Community Rodeo hosted the 
Flying Star Rodeo for the third year with 
a mix of professional rodeo athletes, 
cowboys and cowgirls.
  The annual Gaines rodeo is hosted by 
the Knight of Columbus Council 12186 of 
Gaines a not-for profit organization that 
donates proceeds back to the community 
and to different community charities.
  The professional rodeo featured adults 
trying to hold on as a horse tried to buck 
them off, barrel racing, chasing steers, 
bareback riding, and more. In the Little 
Britches competition, younger com-
petitors took to the field and did the same 
events, sometimes at an easier level. 
  The kids tied goats, raced around bar-
rels and roped calves. Instead of a bull, 
the youngest competitors rode sheep for 
as long as they could. The older kids 
rode steers. 
  Stephen Maciborski, 11, competed in 

five different events with his horse, John.
  He said his favorite is “dally ribbon.” 
It’s when you have a runner and you have 
a roper. The roper ropes the calf and dal-
lies, and holds the calf there. There’s a 
ribbon on the tail of the calf so the runner 
gets the tail and runs it back.”
  He’s been competing in rodeos for 
six years.
  According to Committee Chairman 
Brian Wendt, Friday night brought in ap-
proximately 900 people and the Saturday 
rodeo drew an audience of approximately 
1,600. 

Youngest cowboys and 
cowgirls take the stage

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | HANNAH BALL

A young cowboy falls off a sheep after trying to hold on as long as possible. 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | HANNAH BALL

A cowboy gets the rope around the calf’s neck, successfully completely the event. 
Roping calves is a popular event at rodeos. 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | HANNAH BALL

This is the third year the Gaines Com-
munity Rodeo has hosted The Flying 
Star Rodeo. 

nYou and your dentist will 
have a long-term health 
partnership, so you’ll want 
to pick wisely
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  Your teeth are meant to last a 
lifetime, and a partnership with 
a dentist you trust will help you 
accomplish that goal. Regular 
exams and cleanings will also 
maximize your overall health as 
your dentist and doctor work with 
you as health partners.
  Everyone has his or her own 
criteria when it comes to choosing 
a dentist. Some may seek a family 
oriented practice while others 
might look for a hi-tech office 
with all the latest equipment. Still 
others might look for a particular 
specialty, from gentle dentistry to 
a niche in the cosmetic dentistry 
field.
  Here are several questions 
to ask as a starting point on 
the search for a new dentist:

QUESTION #1  – Does  the 
dentist participate in your dental 

Choosing the right
DENTIST

health plan?

QUESTION #2 – What is the 
dentist’s approach to preventive 
dentistry?

QUESTION #3 – Where was the 
dentist educated and trained?

QUESTION #4 – What type of 
anesthesia does the dentist use for 
pain management and relaxation 
during dental treatments?

QUESTION #5 – How are after-
hour emergencies handled? Is there 
another dentist on call?

QUESTION #6 – What are the 
fees for common procedures like 
X-rays, oral exams and cleanings, 
filling a cavity, etc.? What payment 
plans are available?

QUESTION #7 – What is the office 
policy on missed appointments?

QUESTION #8 – How often does 
the dentist attend conferences and 
continuing education workshops?

QUESTION #9 – Are office hours 
and location convenient for your 
schedule?

WE’RE YOUR STATE-OF-THE-ART, HOME TOWN DENTAL CARE EXPERTS!

PATRICIA A. MCGARRY, D.D.S. 
FAMILY DENTISTRY

$85
Full mouth series of x-rays, dental cleaning 

& an oral cancer exam. Not valid with any other 
offers. Expires 8/20/17

$100
Expires 10/22/17

200 Lindenwood Dr. • Linden
810-735-9426 • www.drmcgarry.com

Hours: Mon.-Wed. 11am-7pm • Thurs. 8am-3pm • Occasional Sat. 8am-Noon

SERVICES:
• Fillings
• Root Canals
• Invisalign 
• Extractions
• Sealants

• Bleaching
• Dental Partials
• Crowns/Bridges
• Dental Cleanings
• Oral Cancer Screening
• Custom Mouth Guards

FOR THE YOUNG, 
NOT SO YOUNG, BRAVE 

AND NOT-SO-BRAVE! 

PREVENTATIVE & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY

NIGHT GUARD
SPECIAL

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL
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Spotlight on:

• Owners describe their 
Holly business as a 
‘brewery with good food’
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  Northern Oak Brewery in Holly 
opened its doors almost two years ago, 
and has already established itself as a seri-
ous competitor in the world of craft beers.
  “We expect our beer production to 
double in 2017, over 2016,” said Ed 
Krupa, president.
  This weekend, the brewery is par-
ticipating in the Summer Beer Festival 
in Ypsilanti, and they’ll be rounding 
out their summer and fall with events in 
Ludington, Bay City, the Eastern Market 
in Detroit, among others.
  The goal of the owners of this brewery/
eatery is to earn a name for themselves 
across the state and beyond.
  “We’re trying to get our name out 
there,” said Krupa. “We won a gold medal 
for our Moustache Stout at the Franken-

NORTHERN 
OAK BREWERY

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Northern Oak Brewery in Holly is doubling its beer production from 2016. (Back, 
from left) Drew Stark, vice president; Margo McDaniel, shareholder; and Ed Krupa, 
president. (Front, from left) Jeff Coon, brewmaster; and Richard Opatik, shareholder. 

muth World Expo of Beer in May.”
  Since opening in September, 2015, 
Northern Oak Brewery has grown and 
expanded under its current ownership. 
Three are daily operations managers, 
including Krupa, Jeff Coon, who is also 
the brew master and Andrew Stark, vice 
president and treasurer. Also involved in 
the business are Richard and Kathy Opatic 
and Bill and Margo McDaniels.
  “Our business is expanding,” said 

Krupa. “We just picked up our third dis-
tributer, Hubert Distributors, which is 
getting us throughout Oakland County, 
plus J.P. O’Sullivan Distributors, who 
are covering us up to Bay City and 
Alpena Beverage, from Bay City to 
Mackinac. We’ve got the eastern side 
covered.”

248-634-7515
806 N. Saginaw St., Holly

Compiled by Vera Hogan

WHAT YOU 
MISSED 

in the 

MIDWEEK TIMES

The following are stories you may 
have missed in the Wednesday, July 

19, Midweek Times. To subscribe and 
receive both the Midweek and Sunday 
Weekend editions, please call (810) 

629-8282.

Chicken owner 
pleads ‘not guilty’
Fenton Township 
man is fighting for 
the right to keep 
chickens on his 
property.

Linden shooting plot defendant 
gets last chance
Judge Joseph Farah lays into 
parents for ‘having done nothing 
good’ for their son

Tuber injured in boat accident on 
Marl Lake
Father of Davison boy ticketed for 
allowing minor to drive personal 
watercraft that resulted in a young 
girl’s injury.

RACE RIOTS
Continued from Page 6A
  That night, the establishment was host-
ing a party for several veterans, including 
two servicemen recently returned from 
Vietnam, and the bar’s patrons were re-
luctant to leave. Out in the street, a crowd 
began to gather as police waited for paddy 
wagons to take the 85 patrons away. 
  Tensions between area blacks and po-
lice were high at the time, partly because 
of a rumor (later proved to be untrue) that 
police had shot and 
killed a black pros-
titute two days be-
fore. Then a rumor 
began to circulate 
that the vice squad 
had beaten one of 
the women being 
arrested.
  An hour passed 
before the last 
prisoner was taken 
away, and by then 
about 200 onlook-
ers lined the street. 
A bottle crashed 
into the street. The 
remaining police ignored it, but then 
more bottles were thrown, including one 
through the window of a patrol car. The 
police fled as a riot erupted. 
  Within an hour, thousands of people 
had spilled out onto the street. Looting 
began on 12th Street, and some whites 
arrived to join in. Around 6:30 a.m., the 
first fire broke out, and soon much of the 
street was set ablaze. By midmorning, ev-
ery police officer and firefighter in Detroit 
was called to duty. On 12th Street, officers 
fought to control the mob. Firemen were 
attacked as they tried to battle the flames.
  Detroit Mayor Jerome P. Cavanaugh 
asked Michigan Gov. George Romney 
to send in the state police, but these 
300 more officers could not keep the 

riot from spreading to a 100-block area 
around Virginia Park. The National 
Guard was called in shortly after but 
didn’t arrive until evening. By the end 
of the day, more than 1,000 were ar-
rested, but still the riot kept growing. 
Five people were dead.
  On Monday, 16 people were killed, 
most by police or guardsmen. Snipers 
fired at firefighters, and fire hoses were 
cut. Romney asked President Lyndon 
Johnson to send in U.S. troops. Nearly 

2,000 army para-
troopers arrived on 
Tuesday and began 
patrolling the street 
in tanks and ar-
mored carriers. Ten 
more people died 
that day, and 12 
more on Wednes-
day. 
  On Thursday, 
July 27, order was 
finally restored. 
More than 7,000 
people were arrest-
ed during the four 
days of rioting. A 

total of 43 were killed. Some 1,700 stores 
were looted and nearly 1,400 buildings 
burned, causing $50 million in property 
damage. Some 5,000 people were left 
homeless.
  The so-called 12th Street Riot was re-
portedly the worst U.S. riot in 100 years.

‘DETROIT,’ THE MOVIE
“Detroit” is an upcoming film based 
on incidents during Detroit’s 1967 

12th Street Riot. It is being released 
on Friday, Aug. 4 to commemorate the 

50th anniversary of the event.

City of FentonCity of Fenton

City of Fenton
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nYWCA counselor says 
pressure and legal system 
are deterrents 
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  With the recent buzz surrounding the Bill 
Cosby sexual assault scandal, one question 
seems to arise often — why didn’t these 
women come forward about Cosby assault-
ing them earlier? 
  Ann Kita, counseling and outreach coor-
dinator at the YWCA of Greater Flint, said 
there are a few reasons 
why someone might 
not come forward after 
they’ve been sexually 
assaulted. 
  “A lot of victims 
feel that they are to 
blame, that they did 
something wrong,” she 
said. “They start ask-
ing ‘why’ questions to 
themselves.” These are 
questions like “why did 
I go to the party?” or “why did I drink that 
much?” This way, the blame is placed on 
them, Kita said. 
  “It’s that shameful feeling that comes 
across, like they made that mistake,” she 
said. 
  Sexual assault and rape also occurs be-
tween people who are together or married. 
Kita said in this situation, it’s considered 
domestic violence and the question asked 
is “who’s going to believe me anyway?”
  She said if a woman tells her friends and 
family that her husband assaulted her, it 
becomes a battle of “he said, she said.” If 
that guy is charming and nice around other 
people, their friends and family might not 
believe the woman. 
  Kita said simply telling the story of 
the assault can be a deterrent to reporting 
it. “Would you feel comfortable telling 
a complete stranger and living that over 
again? Usually, the answer is no,” she said. 
  It can get even more stressful with the 
criminal justice system. Only six out of 
every 1,000 rapists will be incarcerated, ac-
cording to the Rape, Abuse, Incest National 
Network (RAINN). Kita said the survivor 
first has to tell the officer that they were 
assaulted. Then that officer asks questions 
and has to obtain detailed information. 
  “If the criminal justice system is go-
ing to prosecute, that complaint goes to a 
detective. Then the detective has to again 
ask and they go through an interview,” 
she said. “That’s retelling the story again 

to a stranger.”
  If the prosecutor decides to take the case, 
then the prosecutor has to hear the story. 
Kita said from the time the incident occurs 
to the time it’s on the prosecutor’s desk, 
it’s already been maybe five or six months.  
  “You’re talking half of someone’s year 
and we’re not even to prosecution yet, we’re 
not even to trial,” she said. Then during the 
trial, the survivor has to tell a jury of 12 
people that they don’t know a very intimate 
and private trauma. 
  “Then you get to the defense attorney 
who is going to do their job minimizing 

everything,” she said. 
“It’s humiliating, it’s 
extremely humiliat-
ing.”
  The likelihood of 
not getting a convic-
tion is also a deterrent. 
  “If you get a good 
prosecutor, you’re go-
ing to get a conviction, 
but there’s no guaran-
tee. It’s extremely 
stressful,” she said. 

  If a victim decides they don’t want to 
go through all that and testify on the stand, 
Kita said they have to be respectful as a 
society and not force them. Kita said it’s 
not the victim’s job to get their attacker off 
the street. 
  It can be even harder to report an assault if 
the attacker is well known, like Bill Cosby. 
Kita said when people like basketball play-
ers, football players or other celebrities are 
accused of sexual assault, are accused of 
rape, there’s a lot of disbelief. 
  “Society says there’s no way somebody 
like that could do something like that. But 
it’s the complete opposite,” she said. 
  Kita said Cosby was the favorite TV 
dad and people defended him because of 
his notoriety. 
  “It’s those people who have some sort 
of power or prestige and they are going 
to utilize that tool to get society on their 
side,” she said. “Sexual assault, it knows 
no boundaries.”

‘‘ It’s those people 
who have some sort of 
power or prestige and 

they are going to utilize 
that tool to get society 

on their side.’’Ann Kita
YWCA of Greater Flint counselor and 

outreach coordinator 

Why victims don’t 
report sexual assault 

Out of every 1,000 rapes...
• Approximately 994 perpetrators will 
walk free. 
• 310 are reported to police.
• 57 reports of rape lead to arrests.
• 11 cases get referred to 
prosecutors.
• Seven will lead to a felony 
conviction.
• Six rapists will be incarcerated. 

Source: rainn.org

New Roof?
Need a

ROOFING REPAIRS?

$500 OFF New roof install with 
this coupon. Valid for 
30 days. Call now to 
schedule a free estimate. 

FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS
• Shingle Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs
• Roof Repairs
 
Call us today.
Experienced 
roofing 
professionals
serving Michigan 
since 2001

elementroofingmi.com

Call us today 24/7 

(248) 618-8969
or (248) 925-9369

Element TCT.indd   1 5/9/2017   10:54:46 AM

Give your patio & yard a new face this fall!
ofextensive collection pavers!

• Patios 
• Sidewalks
• Retaining Walls 

380 S. Fenway Dr., Fenton
www.miscapesupply.com

Open 7 Days a Week
810-629-5200

DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE!

• Driveways 
• Sea Walls 
• And More!

FULL LINE OF IRRIGATION REPAIR SUPPLIES!

TO ADOPT THESE ANIMALS PLEASE CALL:

810-629-0723

Who will take us 

13575 Fenton Rd • Fenton • www.adoptapetfenton.com

MH E?O

NEW HOURS
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday 12pm-5pm • Thursday 12-7 • Sunday 1pm-4pm

Closed Monday & Wednesday

SPONSORED BY:SPONSORED BY:

MEET
Motown
I love my people!  

I’m a great 
protector.

I’m a handsome 6 month old 
boy. I’m the whole package. 
I’d be great with any family. 

I’m great with kids of all 
ages and wonderful 
with other animals.

Jet
MEET

Inc.

1023 N. Bridge St. • Linden

810.735.8822
124 N. Saginaw St. Suite C•Holly

www.creativesmilesdental.net
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TAXES
Continued from Front Page
taxable value of your property. The tax-
able value is approximately 50 percent 
of the market value. So, if your home 
is worth about $100,000 on the market, 
the taxable value would be approxi-
mately $50,000. Likewise, if your home 
is worth $200,000 on the market, the 
taxable value would be about $100,000.
  In the city of Fenton, taxes are paid in 
the summer (July 1 bill) and in the winter 
(Dec. 1 bill). The summer bill includes 
school and other city taxes. According 
to Fenton’s charter, tax dollars for use by 
the city cannot be taken from the winter 
taxes. Properties with a taxable value of 
$50,000 are levied a total (summer and 
winter) of $2,074.68 per year. Those with 
a taxable value of $100,000 are levied a 
total of $4,149.88 in taxes per year.
  That’s on a property owner’s principal 
residence. If someone owns additional 
properties, such as vacation homes, rental 
homes, commercial and industrial prop-
erties, that property owner pays not only 
the taxes on their principal residence, but 
an additional 18 mills for each additional 
property. That 18 mills is called the SO tax 
(school operating tax) and goes directly 
to the schools. 
  Eighteen mills represents $900 per 
year for additional properties with a tax-
able value of $50,000, and $1,800 for 
additional properties with a taxable value 
of $100,000. 
  The county millages that property 
owners pay are voter approved. The 
Genesee District Library millage is 
among those. 
  The Genesee District Library (GDL) 

is a public library system serving 
the residents of Genesee County, 

Michigan. The GDL service area covers 
all communities within the county with 
the exception of the city of Flint, which 

is served by the Flint Public Library.
  The GDL system consists of 19 
locations, and includes services such 
as:  Robert T. Bolo Business Center 
(Grand Blanc-McFarlen) and Talking 
Book Center Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped (Headquarters).
  More than one million visits are made 
annually to the GDL for books, movies, 
music, technology, and programs.  Resi-
dents within the service area also have 
online access to books and music.  
  Funding is provided through a .99770 
countywide millage (excluding the city of 
Flint). The remaining revenue comes from 
fees and fines, state aid, grants and gifts. 
  Genesee County seniors also benefit 
through a countywide millage.
  The Genesee County Office of Senior 
Services oversees the senior millage dol-
lars to area senior centers and contracted 
service providers to ensure quality ser-
vices and programming for the senior 
citizens of Genesee County.
  There are 15 senior citizen centers 
located throughout Genesee County. 
Operations are partially or fully funded 
with senior millage funds. The annual 
millage rate for senior services is .70, or 
$35 per year for a home with a taxable 
value of $50,000, or $70 for a home with 
a taxable value of $100,000.
  The remaining charges are as follows:

FIRST RESPONDERS 
BLESSING AND BBQ 
St. Mary Magdalene Orthodox 
Church at 2439 S. Long Lake 
Rd.in Fenton is inviting any and 
all first responders to take part 
in the First Responders Blessing 
and BBQ on Sunday, July 23. 
The blessing is set for 11:20 a.m. 
Every year, the Orthodox Church 
blesses vehicles in honor of St. 
Elijah, the prophet who left the 
world on a fiery chariot. This year, 
along with the traditional blessing 
of vehicles, they are inviting local 
responders to get their police 
cars, ambulances and fire trucks 
blessed. Following the regular 
Sunday Divine Liturgy service, a 
short memorial service will be held 
for all of our departed police and 
firefighters who gave their lives 
in the line of duty. A short prayer 
service will also be held. The 
cookout will immediately follow. 

News briefs

TAX BREAKDOWN
(1 mill equals $1 for every $1,000 of taxable 
value.)
• State Education Tax (6 mills)
• School Debt (5.78 mills)
• School Building and Site (.917 mills)
• Genesee Intermediate Operating 
(.4134 mills)
• Genesee Intermediate Vocational Ed 
(.9624 mills)
• Genesee Intermediate Special Ed 
(2.4068 mills)
• Mott Community College Operating 
(1.9896 mills)
• Mott Community College Debt (.82 
mills)
• Genesee County Operating (5.5072 
mills)
• City of Fenton Operating (10.3593 
mills)
• Genesee County Senior Services 
(.70 mills)
• Genesee County Health Service (1 mill)
• Genesee County Parks and Rec (.75 
mills)
• Genesee County Paramedics (.4847 
mills)
• Genesee County Veterans (.10 mill)
• MSU Extension (.04 mill)
• Genesee County Animal Control (.20 
mills)
• Genesee District Library (.99770)
• Bishop Airport (.4847 mills)
• Southern Lakes Parks and Rec 
(.3678 mills)
• MTA (1.225 mills)

Source: Data provided by the city of Fenton

I WOULD LIKE to say thank you 
to the kind person who stopped to 
move the baby deer that was killed 
and laying in the middle of the road 
in Linden. It was so heartbreaking to 
see and I am sure it bothered some 
children. City of Linden owes you a 
thank you for doing this job for them.



KID ROCK IS yet another joke 
candidate who Stabenow will crush 
like a bug, just like she did to Mike 
Bouchard and Pete Hoekstra.



WHAT LOOPHOLE IS the gravel pit 
using? Double trailer trucks up and 
back all day long. Starts at 6 a.m. 
seven days a week. The noise and 
shaking never stops. 

HOT LINE CONTINUED

B rown and Brown’s professional  

advisors are your neighbors, friends and 

community members with the resources of the 

industry’s premier regional and national carriers 

behind them. Whether for personal, commercial 

or life insurance, we strive to provide the highest 

level of service and seek the most effective 

insurance solutions at a competitive price.

You’re a Neighbor,  
Not a Number.

PERSONAL    ■   COMMERCIAL    ■   LIFE

810.629.1566  |  800.467.6645  |  bbmich.com

I enjoy working with clients to identify 

their specific insurance needs, then 

pairing them with the best possible 

coverage.” Brittany Merryman
Personal Lines Sales

View all stories 
online at
tctimes.com
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nToo much during early years 
can harm social skills, hearing, 
health, eyesight and more 
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  Technology is a convenient method 
of keeping your kids entertained, but it 
comes with a cost. 
  Smartphones have only been around 
for approximately a decade and doctors 
have seen the effects of this technology 
on children. 
  Paul Chrenka, M.D. and physician at The 
Children’s Office in Fenton and Flint, said 
staring at a screen too much could certainly 
cause problems in the future. 
  “Kids used to go out and play, moving 
around, burning energy using their muscles, 
and develop hand-eye coordination. Now 
they’re inside all day, just staring at their 
phone,” he said. 
  This causes problems with development. 
  Too much screen time causes eyestrain, 
which will cause more eye problems in 
the future. Listening to too loud of music, 
usually using headphones, 
can cause hearing loss. 
  Chrenka said the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics 
found that one in six adoles-
cents have high frequency 
hearing loss because of long 
exposure to high volumes. 
Any kind of headphones will 
make it worse, as will going 
to concerts too frequently. 
  “Wearing headphones, 
nobody should be able to 
hear your music. If they do, 
it’s too loud. It should be at a 
volume where they can hear 
people around them having 
conversations,” he said. 
  Too much technology 
causes social and development problems 
for children because they aren’t getting 
face-to-face interaction with their friends. 
  “They’re not developing the social skills 
they should be,” he said. “It’s more isolat-
ing. That’s never happened before in the 
history of humankind.”
  The isolation is a big concern because 
humans are very social creatures. Chrenka 
also said there haven’t been enough stud-
ies done of how technology has caused an 
increase in social development disorders, 
like autism. 
  Too much technology can also hurt 
creativity. 
  “We always say ‘when I was a kid, I 
didn’t have those devices,’ but when things 
got boring in summertime, that’s when we 
got creative,” he said. Being bored forces 
you to entertain yourself. 
  Chrenka said it’s not good for develop-
ment when kids don’t have to entertain 
themselves. 
  He said getting less exercise is having a 
huge impact on children. 
  “When I was a kid, there was nothing 
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Too much technology can be harmful to 
children’s health.

‘‘ They’re not 
developing the 

social skills 
they should 

be... It’s more 
isolating. That’s 
never happened 

before in the 
history of 

humankind.’’Paul Chrenka, M.D.
of The Children’s Office
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Paul Chrenka, M.D. and physician at 
The Children’s Office in Fenton, recom-
mends kids only have one hour of screen 
time a day.

Kids using technology — it comes with a price 

interesting to do in the house. We would 
go outside and play in the snow and have a 
snowball fight. We could stay outdoors for 
hours,” he said. “Instead, kids are playing 
video games.”

  Because kids are spend-
ing more time with elec-
tronics, childhood obesity 
rates have risen. 
  “Too many wrong calo-
ries are going in and not 
enough calories are going 
out, meaning not enough 
exercise,” he said. 
  He said for the first time 
ever, the lifespan for chil-
dren is shorter than their 
parents and that’s because 
of obesity. “We need to 
move things in the right 
direction,” he said. 
  Using their hands to text 
and operate their phones a 
lot throughout the day can 

also cause issues like carpal tunnel later 
in life. 
  “We don’t diagnose a lot of problems 
with that, but I imagine as they get older, 
chronically holding their fingers in certain 
positions is not going to be good for them 
either,” he said. 
  At his office, he recommends children 
have only an hour of screen time a day. 
  “Certainly you want to be under two 
hours a day,” he said. “It’s going to be 
much healthier for them.”
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•	 Eggs-traordinary
	 laying hen 
•	 ‘Friends of the 
	 Fowl’ member, 
	 Fenton chapter
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
  Bonnie Sue is a Rhode Island Red 
laying hen. She lives in a lovely coop 
in the big backyard of a home in the city 
of Fenton. She has a hardy temperament 
and lays about 260 delicious brown eggs 
every year. 
How did you get the name Bonnie Sue?
  I am proud to have been named after 
two of the coolest chicks in the 48430 
zip code. They know how to get things 
done and they don’t care if they ruffle a 
few feathers.
What came first, the chicken or the 
egg? 
  Are you serious? I can’t believe peo-
ple are still asking, but OK, this age-old 
question really has a simple answer. If 
you consult with the Institute for Creation 
Research (icr.org) you will learn that ac-
cording to the Creator of chickens (which 
would be God), and the author of the 
Record of their origins (which would be 
the Bible), chickens came first. It was on 
the Fifth Day of Creation Week that He 
created “every winged fowl after (their) 
kind” (Genesis 1:21) complete with the 
DNA to reproduce that kind. Then He 
“blessed them, saying, be fruitful, and 
multiply” (v.22) using that DNA. For the 

chickens this meant lay chicken eggs. 
Problem solved. Good grief!
Don’t you need a rooster to lay eggs?
  Here we go again! No, we do not. 
This is a common misconception. A 
rooster is needed to fertilize the eggs to 
hatch them into baby chicks. Hens will 
lay just as many eggs whether there is 
a rooster around or not. It’s not unlike 
humans. You need your human ‘roost-
er’ to fertilize the eggs that eventually 
become human babies. I think roosters 
in general are pretty useless. They’re al-
ways crowing about something, they are 
noisy and always complaining about be-
ing hen-pecked. No, thank you.
How do you know which laying hens 
lay white, brown or other color eggs?
  The answer is very simple. White-
feathered chickens with white ear lobes 
lay white eggs and red-feathered ones 
with red ear lobes lay brown eggs. This 

You know 
that great human 
scholar that wrote 

‘Green Eggs and Ham?’ 
He was right. It’s

really a thing. 
Bonnie Sue

Meet

‘BONNIE 
SUE’

may not apply to all breeds, however. 
There are certain chickens that even 
lay speckled eggs, green and blue eggs. 
You know that great human scholar that 
wrote ‘Green Eggs and Ham?’ He was 
right. It’s really a thing. 
Why did the chicken cross the road?
  Cackle, cackle cackle! That’s the 
oldest joke in the world. But here in the 

Fenton area, where many people don’t 
appear to be able to take a joke, the 

answer would probably be, “To 
get from Fenton Township to 

the city of Fenton where all 
chickens are allowed to live 
and lay eggs in peace and 
harmony wherever they 
live.” 
What is your biggest pet 
peeve?

  When people say to other 
people, ‘I’d like to wring your 

neck.’ Or, ‘What’s the matter, you 
chicken or something?’ That is so not 

nice. I also don’t like being all cooped up 
during the winter. I don’t mind the cold 
and snow, but it is nice to get out in the 
warm sunshine and roam around our 
pen freely. 
Does it bother you that humans eat 
millions of chicken eggs every morn-
ing?
  Not at all, it makes me proud to 
know my work here is appreciated and 
worthwhile. Although I would never 
condone eating my own young, I do 
have to say that Eggs Benedict, with 
two lovely poached eggs on an English 
muffin topped with a delightful Hollanda-
ise sauce looks absolutely marvelous. Is it 
as delish as it looks?
How long will you be laying eggs?
  I plan to lay eggs for five to seven 
more years before retiring. Unless I be-
come someone’s Sunday supper, chickens 
have a lifespan of about 20 years and I 
plan to live each one of them. 
What is something you’ve always 
wanted to know but were afraid to 
ask?
  Yikes! OK! What does barbecue sauce 
taste like?

LOOKING BACK
Continued from Page 15A

JULY 26
1984: Ed Gein, a serial killer famous 
for skinning human corpses, dies 
of complications from cancer in a 
Wisconsin prison at age 77. Gein served 
as the inspiration for writer Robert 
Bloch’s character Norman Bates in the 
1959 novel “Psycho,” which in 1960 
was turned into a film directed by Alfred 
Hitchcock.

JULY 27
1981: Adam John Walsh, age 6, is 
abducted from a mall in Hollywood, 
Florida, and later found murdered. In the 
aftermath of the crime, Adam’s father, 
John Walsh, became a leading victims’ 
rights activist and host of the long-
running television show, America’s Most 
Wanted. Early in the afternoon on July 
27, Adam entered a Sears department 
store with his mother, Reve. She allowed 
him to watch a group of older boys 
play video games in the toy department 
while she shopped nearby. When she 
returned for him less than 10 minutes 
later, he was gone. Investigators learned 
a teenage security guard had asked the 

older children to leave because they 
were causing trouble. Adam, reportedly a 
timid child who might have been afraid to 
speak up, followed one of the older boys 
out and didn’t tell the guard his mother 
was in the store. He was likely kidnapped 
outside the store after the other child left. 

JULY 28
1814: Poet Percy Bysshe Shelley elopes 
with 17-year-old Mary Wollstonecraft 
Godwin on this day, despite the fact that 
he was already married. Shelley and 
Godwin fled to Europe, marrying after 
Shelley’s wife committed suicide in 1816. 
While living in Geneva, the Shelleys and 
their dear friend Lord Byron challenged 
each other to write a compelling ghost 
story. Only Mary Shelley finished 
hers, later publishing the story as 
“Frankenstein.”

JULY 29
1976: The so-called “Son of Sam” pulls 
a gun from a paper bag and fires five 
shots at Donna Lauria and Jody Valenti 
of the Bronx while they are sitting in a 
car, talking. Lauria died and Valenti was 
seriously wounded in the first in a series 
of shootings by the serial killer, who 
terrorized New York City over the course 
of the next year

In this moment . . .
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By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  When one thinks of the last 20 years of 
Fenton High School athletics, a few im-
ages pop into mind.
  There are visions of state championship 
track performers and deep state tourna-
ment runs in girls and boys soccer.
  There are visions of Metro League foot-
ball titles and great football playoff victo-
ries. There are also images of the coaches 
that have been around during that time.
  However, one other vision probably hit 
a lot of people’s minds, particularly if you 
were an athlete over those 20 years  — and 
that is an image of Fenton’s longtime ath-
letic trainer Mitch Smelis.
  Smelis was recently honored for his 
service by earning the Michigan Ath-
letic Training Society’s (MATS) Second-
ary Schools Athletic Trainer of the Year 
award for his two decades of service with 
Fenton athletics.
  “I’m appreciative of the support and 
recognition, but at the same time, I want 
to support and recognize the people that 
have helped me along the way,” Smelis 
said. “It takes a team to do it and I’ve had 
great support.”
  “He’s such an invaluable resource for 
our kids and for our coaches,” Fenton’s 
athletic director Mike Bakker said. “He 
brings flexibility to our program from a 
sports medicine standpoint. The kids have 
built a level of trust in him and a confi-

David’s 
Dabblings
Some thoughts 
about sports and 
others not dealing 
with sports at all

Sorry U.K., it’s still the 
British Open to me 
  When I was a kid, I was a true sports 
junkie. 
  My wife would probably say I still 
am, but I can honestly say I’m not as 
bad today as I was when I was in my 
school years and early 20s. At that 
time, I would watch just about every 
single game that was on television 
for the “big four” sports — baseball, 
football, basketball and hockey. I 
certainly tried to never miss a Detroit 
sports game for those sports. When 
the playoffs came for those sports, it 
was never-ending.
  Just like most sports nuts, my 
enthusiasm didn’t stop there. When 
it came to the majors for most of the 
other sports, that was must-watch TV 
as well. In tennis, that meant all the 
grand slams. In racing, I would watch 
the Indy 500 and the Daytona 500 at 
the very least during the season. 
  Another one of those sports I loved 
watching was golf, particularly the 
majors. Back in the day, we didn’t have 
a Golf Channel like we do now. Back 
in 1980 (an example), if I wanted to 
watch the Bob Hope Desert Classic, 
it meant watching about two hours of 
coverage on Saturday and watching 
the final groups play about six holes 
on Sunday. I remember hoping for bad 
weather, so that when the coverage 
would start, maybe the leaders would 
be just at the turn or something like 
that — it meant more coverage.
  One time I really enjoyed golf was 
during the majors. That’s because 
when they came, some actually had 
increased coverage. That was par-
ticularly true with the U.S. Open which 
seemingly allowed you to watch about 
five hours of coverage on Saturday 
and Sunday. I loved watching most of 
the key contenders play most of their 
round on TV. And to a certain extent 
that was true for the British Open. 
  I remember enjoying the British 
Open because of the time it was 
played. Obviously, being held in 
the UK, that meant the day’s events 
ended relatively early in the day here 
in the good ol’ US. I loved the differ-
ent weather conditions and seeing 
the links style courses. But more than 
anything, I probably enjoyed that my 
favorite golfer, Tom Watson, was pretty

See Dabblings on 23A

Mitch is ‘the man’ for Fenton athletics
nSchool’s athletic trainer 
of 20 years honored at 
recent awards ceremony

dence in his abilities, and with our coach-
es as well. It helps make us a complete 
program because they know that Mitch 
has their best interest involved, and he’s 
going to do everything he can to get them 
back on the field to play. … He’s built 
that rapport with the kids and coaches, so 
he can be trusted.”
Smelis at Fenton
  Smelis will be the first to admit when 
he came to Fenton he didn’t think he’d 
be at his position for 20 years. In fact, the 

athletic director at that time, Scott Thur-
low, thought that would be the case as 
well.
  “When I took the position in 1997 
they had gone through three athletic 
trainers with each being one (year) and 
done,” Smelis said. “I thought I’d be one 
and done. Thurlow said he wasn’t going 
to get to know me because he said I was 
only going to be here for a year and then 
be gone. I said I was going to come back

See Mitch on 23A

LF football working this summer to be better in the fall
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Mitch Smelis has been Fenton High School’s athletic trainer for 20 years. He was 
recently won the Michigan Athletic Training Society’s Secondary Schools Athletic 
Trainer of the Year award.

By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  Lake Fenton — There will be some 
changes this year when the Lake Fen-
ton varsity football team takes the 
field in late August.
  Led by players like Trent 
Hillger and Andrew 
Foerster, the Blue 
Devils had a 
strong and 

experienced squad a season ago. This year, 
that will change, at least a little bit as a new 
cycle of Blue Devils get their chance to 
prove their abilities. And their first chances 

to do that come during the summer.
  The Blue Devils ran a second straight 
7-on-7 session with Flushing High 
School on Tuesday. During it, some of 
those new faces got a chance to work 

themselves into a varsity mindset. Lake 

Fenton varsity football coach Eric Doyle 
is not a rookie to the summer scene. He’s 
been head coach at Lake Fenton for eight 
years and is in his 13th season overall  with 
the program, so he knows how much the 
summer sessions truly mean.
  “This is a necessary evil,” Doyle said. 
“It’s fun to get out here and get some things 
done but to put any stock into it  — I don’t

See LF on 23A
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Dabblings
Continued from Page 22A
darn good on links courses, meaning if 
he didn’t win the British Open (he won 
five of them), he usually was in conten-
tion. 
  But, to me, the British Open was just 
that back in the day, the British Open. 
We all called it that. Now, over the last 
10 or so years, there seems to be this 
push to call it The Open, particularly 
from our friends on the other side of the 
pond.
  Okay, I get it. It is the oldest tourna-
ment in golf history and at the time it 
was called ‘The Open’ since there was 
no other national tournament it had to 
distinguish itself from. But even as early 
as 1900 there are references as it being 
the ‘English’ open, and eventually the 
British Open. For about 40 years of my 

life I was able to call it that without feel-
ing the shivers of UK golf enthusiasts 
too worried about it. But now, calling 
it the British Open to the wrong crowd 
probably could result in worse argu-
ments than those between Democrats 
and Republicans discussing the 2016 
presidential election. 
  And now we are seeing the same 
thing with Wimbledon with it being 
called simply, ‘The Championships.’ It 
seems the United Kingdom, and spe-
cifically England, is suffering from an 
inferiority complex. 
  We appreciate the history of the Brit-
ish Open. We appreciate it and recog-
nize it is one of golf’s greatest treasures 
to win. That in itself makes it special. So 
relax if you read in a message board 
some stupid Yankee calling it the British 
Open. You will survive.

By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  Aaron Sarkon is excited about ad-
vancing his academic career at Al-
bion College this fall.
  The fact he gets to advance his 
athletic career as a member of the Al-
bion College Britons’ football team is 
just a huge bonus.
  Sarkon was one of 14 Linden ath-
letes who declared their college de-
cisions during a college signing day 
at the end of the 2016-17 academic 
school season.
  The others were Sterling De-
Gayner (Cornerstone University), 
Morgan Fitch (St. Clair Community 
College), Alia Frederick (Eastern 
Michigan University), Kim Frei-
tas (Albion College), Jaylen Matney 
(Calvin College), Emma O’Keefe 
(Alma College), Maidson Paige (An-
derson University), Emily Pearce 
(Mott Community College), Danny 
Pudduck (Cleary University), Ryker 
Rivera (Mott Community College), 
Aaron Steedman (Davenport Uni-
versity), Jaylin Steedman (Daven-
port University) and Maddie Zayan 
(Davenport University). Half of the 
athletes were detailed in a previous 
story. The other seven will be dis-
cussed in some detail in today’s story.
  Sarkon is one of the many strong 
starting quarterbacks the Eagles have 
had since going to a spread offense 
over about the last 15 seasons. Sar-

kon completed 150-of-242 passes for 
2,397 yards and 21 touchdowns dur-
ing his senior season. He also rushed 
for 469 yards and 12 TDs.
  “It means a lot,” Sarkon said. “I am 
using Albion as the foundation for 
my academics, but I’m really happy 
to go there to play football and con-
tinue my passion.”
  Sarkon was looking at a lot of the 
Great Lakes Athletic Conference 
state schools, along with Albion Col-
lege and Olivet College.
  “Albion gave me the best combi-
nation of athletics and academics,” 
Sarkon said. “It was the right choice 
for me.”
  One other Linden graduate is 
headed to Albion College. Kim Frei-
tas was a four-year varsity performer, 
playing several positions during her 
time with the softball team. Howev-
er, she was best known as a catcher. 
Freitas batted .396 during her senior 
year, collecting 11 doubles and a tri-
ple among her 59 hits. She helped the 
Eagles break many school offensive 
records this spring. 
  The Fenton/Linden co-op boys 
lacrosse team is still a young squad, 
but the program is producing college-
bound athletes. This season Jaylen 
Matney is headed to Calvin Univer-
sity and Danny Pudduck is headed 
to Cleary University to play men’s 
lacrosse. 

Continued at  tcTIMES.com

Mitch
Continued from Page 22A
for a year and a day just to prove him 
wrong. But one year turned into two years 
and it kept going. The community grew on 
me. That’s when I met my wife, who is a 
teacher in the district. Now we live here 
and our kids are in (Fenton) schools.”
  During his time at Fenton, Smelis be-
came the first one to bring concussion test-
ing and monitoring to Genesee County. 
He also was chosen to be part of a pilot 
study on concussion management with the 
Michigan High School Athletic Associa-
tion. He’s also a certified CPR, First Aid 
and Basic Life Support instructor with the 
American Heart Association. And he’s ap-
parently a great mentor as well. The same 
year Smelis was honored, an ex-student as-

sistant, Emilee (Anderson) VanHoven was 
awarded with the Distinguished Service 
Award. 
  Smelis continues to enjoy his time at 
Fenton.
  “I’m getting kids from the parents I ini-
tially (trained as athletes),” Smelis said. 
“The trust is there and it helps things move 
forward. If someone has an injury now we 
do what it takes to get them back on the 
field, but we also look at the big picture. We 
want to make them productive members of 
the community down the line. There are the 
old people who are out there that talk about 
their ‘trick’ knee from an ACL they suffered 
on a game-winning touchdown. We try to 
make sure we are not setting them up for fu-
ture problems by just looking at short-term 
goals, but the long-term goals as well.”

Sarkon, 13 other Linden graduates 
preparing for college athletics careers

TRI-COUNTY TIMES I Mark Bolen

Aaron Sarkon dives toward the end zone in a Linden 
game last fall. Sarkon will continue his football career 
at Albion College in the fall.

LF
Continued from Page 22A
put any stock into it. It vaguely 
looks like football to me.
  “There is a lot more teaching 
this year. We go in cycles. We go 
young, bring those kids along. 
I won’t say we aren’t as young 
as we have been in the past. We 
graduated a lot but we still have a 
lot of kids that have played a lot 
of football.”
  One of those players that 
returns is the team’s starting 
quarterback Jackson Nevadom-
ski. The lefty returns and got a 
chance to work on his throwing 
during the Flushing 7-on-7. 

Continued online at 
 tcTIMES.com
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Lake Fenton’s Jackson 
Nevadomski throws a ball 
downfield during Tuesday’s 
7-on-7 session with Flushing.
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