
Sheriff accused 
of racketeering 
and corruption
nPickell says lawsuit 
is a lie and he plans to 
countersue, ask 
for quick dismissal
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
  Eight process servers filed a 
federal complaint in United States 

D i s t r i c t 
Court-East-
ern District 
of Michigan 
S o u t h e r n 
D i v i s i o n 
against Gen-
esee County 
Sheriff Rob-
ert Pickell, 
Scott Hope, 

and Allen & Hope Process Serv-
ing Management Co., Inc. 

See PICKELL on 10A

CASH REWARD up to $5,000 

Consider criminals ARMED and DANGEROUS!  *DO NOT try to apprehend criminals. A  cash reward will be paid for information received through the 1-800-Speak-Up 

anonymous tip hotline that leads to the felony arrest of the person(s) responsible for the crime. In case of emergency, call 911 or your local law enforcement agency. 

TO SUBMIT A TIP: 

Call: 1-800-SPEAK UP (1-800-773-2587) 

Online: www.1800speakup.org 

Text: CSM and your tip to CRIMES (274637) 

Alexandra Brueger, a.k.a. Alex was murdered on 

Saturday, July 30, 2016 in Rose Township. 

Alexandra was shot around 2 p.m. while taking her 

daily 10 mile run.  She was shot in the vicinity of 

11240 Fish Lake Road between Ratalee Lake and 

Rose Center. Alexandra was 31 years old.    

ALEXANDRA BRUEGER- MURDERED 

It’s a bird, it’s a plane, IT’S A DRONE!
Popular ‘toy’ sparks debate over privacy issues
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‘‘I want to see 
Donald Trump’s birth 
certificate.’’

‘‘The level of pure hate for 
President Trump exhibited by many 

liberals is further evidence 
of the immaturity they 
demonstrate when they 
don’t get their way. They 
remind me of spoiled chil-
dren throwing a tantrum. 

Grow up and act like an American. 
The world is watching.”

‘‘I have only one question 
about President Obama grant-

ing commutations 
to 1,715 convicted 
criminals; will the 
liberal media actu-
ally track and report 
all the murders that 

result from Obama’s action?”

‘‘Don’t ignore the government of 
Michigan trying to get rid of Public 

Notices in the newspaper. 
There’s already enough 
things that government 
at all levels tries to hide. 
You have to have Public 
Notices in order to keep 

informed. All government is corrupt, 
including local. Call your rep today.”

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
  Craigslist has reached a 
new high — 101 — and we’re 
not talking cute puppies with 
spots here. We’re talking about 
murder!
  That’s how many homicides 
have been attributed so far 
to craigslist.org transactions, 
according to a January 2016 

Washington Post article. 
  The concerns about using 
Craigslist continue to grow. The 
site, far from just a good place 
to sell your stuff or find a job, 
is also a platform for dangerous 
criminals to find their prey. 
  In fact, according to the 
Advanced Interactive Media 
Group, an industry watchdog 
and analyst, Craigslist reached 

the 101-murder mark just be-
fore Christmas in 2015, when 
a 22-year-old man from Gary, 
Indiana, attempted to rob the 
middle-aged couple who had 
arranged to buy his car. 
  Craigslist has long main-
tained that the vast majority of 
its millions of transactions are 
legitimate. There are two things, 

See CRAIGSLIST on 19A

Murders attributed to Craigslist 
climb above the 100 mark

dailymail.co

Ronnie Adrian “Jay” 
Towns, is guilty of killing an 

Atlanta-area couple who 
he lured to south Georgia 
after the couple posted 

a Craigslist ad seeking a 
vintage Ford Mustang.

Eight of the 
worst crimes 

committed using 
Craigslist

PAGE 3B

Sheriff Robert 
Pickell

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FRED MOSES

This photo of downtown Fenton was captured by Times staffer Fred Moses on Sept. 22, 2016 with his DJI Phantom 3 Professional 
Drone. See story on Page 3A.

Crime Stoppers — here’s how it works
nCash rewards for tips 
leading to arrest are 
always paid anonymously
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
  Crime Stoppers is one of the tools 
used by law enforcement to help 

catch criminals.
  Locally, they are currently offer-
ing up to $5,000 for information 
leading to the arrest of the person or 
persons responsible for the murder 
of Alexandra “Ally” Brueger on 
July 30, 2016.
See CRIME STOPPERS on 20A

‘‘ This lawsuit is 
about money, not 

the truth.’’Sheriff Robert Pickell 

Smoking age to be raised 
to 21 in Genesee County?
  The Genesee County Board of Commis-
sioners will be voting on whether to raise the 
smoking age from 18 to 21 at its Monday, Jan. 
30 meeting. The meeting begins at 9 a.m. at 
the Genesee County Administration Building, 
1101 Beach St., Flint. 

See SMOKING AGE on 16A
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THIS WEEK’S OPEN HOUSES!

810-629-1511

LEGACY REALTY
PROFESSIONALS, INC.

Experienced Agents
Exceptional Service

526 N. Leroy • Fenton
222 N. Main • Davison

www.LegacyRealtyPros.com

GORGEOUS

FENTON
1010 Main

 Gorgeous all brick home on 1.7 acres. 
Beautiful hardwood floors throughout the 

kitchen, great room, and fire lit sitting room. 4 
bedrooms including first floor master. Finished 

walk out basement with second fire place. 3 
car garage with huge loft. Walking distance to 

all downtown Fenton has to offer. 
$219,900. 

Call Lynn Rositano 810-625-7399

 PRIV
ATE

 

ACREAGE 

FENTON
19107 Hickory Ridge

Contemporary home on 10 heavily wooded 
acres. Home has gorgeous wood floors 

throughout the living area. Open floor plan 
is great for entertaining. 3 bedrooms and 2 
full baths on main level with an additional 

bedroom in the walkout basement. 16x24 Pole 
barn and 2 car attached garage. 

$360,000 
Call Kelsey Kerr 810-210-4155

 16
 ACRES

FENTON 
Carole Ln. 

16+ acres, mostly wooded, and with its own 
pond and gorgeous views. Space has been 

cleared for a build site, but you could choose 
your own spot as well. Property located on 
a private road on a cul-de-sac and in high 
demand Fenton school district. Great for 

commuting as it’s just a hop, skip, and a jump 
from US 23. 
$124,900 

Call Frank Cramer 810-869-5701

 COMMERCIA
L

FENTON
511 Beach

Large parcel with many commercial and/or 
light industrial possibilities!  Property is over 

8 acres and in the city of Fenton. The building 
is actively being used for storage and boat 

maintenance; however it does need substan-
tial repairs. 
$449,900

Call Patrik Welty 810-750-2300 

TA
YLO

R

LA
KE

HOLLY
2012 Bone Rd

Beautiful rustic contemporary situated on one 
acre. Not only is this home located in Fenton 
schools but it is one of 13 homes that share 
a private 5 acre park on pristine Taylor Lake! 

Almost 2000 sf with 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths plus 
a partially finished basement, deck and above 
ground pool. What more could you ask for??

$244,900 
Call Laura Pennington 248-245-5351

4
UNITS

WHITE LAKE 
8586 Pontiac Lake,

A great opportunity for income property 
on Pontiac Lake. A 4 unit apartment bldg. at 

8565, a separate 1028 sq.ft. 3 bedroom ranch 
with 26x24 att . garage at 8563 and a wonder-

ful 70’ lot on Pontiac Lake with paved boat 
launch at water and dock. Breathtaking views 

across the lake. 
$259,900 

Call Diana Beckemeyer 810-877-21567

 SOLID
 

HOME

DEARBORN 
22732 Outer Dr. 

3 Bedroom 2 Bath Home with Basement on 
Oversized Lot. Basement Is Partially Finished 

With Fireplace. Hardwood Floors in Living 
Room And Bedrooms. New Roof in 2015 With 
30 Year Warranty. New Pella Crank Out Easy 

Clean Windows With Shades. Kitchen Updated 
In 1990s. Nice Fenced Yard With 2 Car Garage. 

$119,000 
Call Laura Pennington 248-245-5351

HIG
H 

VIS
IB

ILI
TY

FENTON 
435 N Leroy  

Great opportunity for your business to have 
high visibility on the N Leroy corridor. This 
building is just a couple of blocks from the 
Cornerstone Building and charming down-

town Fenton. Beautiful setting as the property 
backs up to the Shiawassee River.  And there 

is plenty of parking space. 
$299,900 

Call Patrik Welty 810-750-2300

PRIM
E 

LO
CATIO

N

HOLLY 
507 N Saginaw St. 

Prime commercial location in the village of 
Holly. Building is right on the main drag across 
from the new Dollar General. Excellent visibil-
ity with  high traffic count. Free span building 

offers many possibilities. 
$269,900 

Call 810-629-1511

 G
REAT 

OPPORTU
NITY

FLINT 
3409 N. Jennings

Great opportunity! Come see this wonderful 
commercial property. Currently used for lum-
ber processing, this 4 acre property with large 
parking lot and new office add-on is perfect for 
any business. Plenty of room for machinery on 
the lot. Spacious facility includes two separate 

workshops and a loft! 
$150,000 

Call Kelsey Kerr 810-210-4155 

DREAM 

SITE

LENOX TWP 
59314 New Haven

Looking To Build Your Dream Home Or 
Property To Develop Check Out This Beautiful 
70 Acre Parcel. This Property Offers Woods 
Great For Hunting And A 20 Acre Lake That 

Has Great Fishing.  You Could Even Look In To 
Developing The Property, Which Has 3 Sepa-

rate Tax I.D’s. 
$385,000 

Call Donna Fraidenburg 810-845-1971

LA
RGE

 R
ANCH

OTISVILLE 
9480 E Mount Morris

Almost 1800 square ranch close to fair-
grounds (but not TOO close), Buttercup Beach 

and Wolverine Campground. Pretty property 
almost totally surrounded by trees gives great 
privacy. 2 car detached garage has large us-

able storage space above. Home is well cared 
for with a brand new furnace. 

$107,900 
Call Kevin Usealman 810-965-6552

OPEN SUNDAY
1-3pm

OPEN SUNDAY
1-3pm

OPEN SUNDAY
1-3pm

PAY LESS
GET MORE

Most real estate companies are charging additional 
fees above and beyond their commission these days. 

They are also sending you to title companies,
home warranty companies, and lenders that charge 

you too much for their services.

In return, they get a kick-back….
this can cost you hundreds of dollars!

WITH LEGACY…. IT’S SIMPLE.
No additional fees,

No excess charges by the companies we work 
with….Just the best Advertising and 

Service around…..period.

For excellent service,
contact one of our experienced 

agents today.
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It’s a crime to leave 
a pet outdoors in the 
cold without adequate 
shelter, food, water
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  Temperatures are on the 
downward trend and if you are 
feeling cold outside, you can be 
sure that your pets are, too.
  A recent If I Were King 
column in the Times entitled “Ten 
Commandments for dog owners” 
really struck a chord with animal 
lovers, especially when the 
columnist wrote about 
driving by a home and 
seeing a “poor and 
miserable dog that 
spent 24 hours, day 
and night, in a cold, 
drafty, ramshackle 
dog house.”
  Dozens of Hot 
lines responded 
that  the person 
who witnessed this 
situation should’ve 
done something about it. 
  That’s the question. What 
should a person do when they 
feel an animal is being abused 
by being left outside in the cold?
  First of all, it’s not against the 
law to have a dog chained in the 
yard. “But it is against the law 
See PET OUTDOORS on 17A

‘‘ What one person 
considers abuse may be 

perfectly lawful, even though 
we may not like it.’’Paul Wallace

Director of Genesee County 
Animal Control

If it’s too cold for you...it’s too cold for them

nPopular ‘toy’ 
sparks debate  
over privacy issues
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  That thing you see in the sky isn’t 
a bird or a plane, or Superman — it’s 
a drone. And they’re beginning to 
fill the sky and spark debates over 

privacy. 
  Drones are remote-controlled 
devices that fly. Larger and advanced 
models have camera and visual 
capabilities that allow users to see and 
record what the drone flies over. The 
cheaper, small drones are only made 
to fly around the house or outdoors.
  The consumer market for drones is 
growing at a rapid pace. According to 
a Tractica report, approximately 6.4 

million drones were 
shipped in 2015, 
and this number is 
expected to reach 67.9 
million drones annually by 2021. 
  Drones are used by the military to 
collect intelligence, videographers 
to take video and photos, geologists 
to scope out dangerous sites, and 
filmmakers while filming movies.

See DRONE on 14A

It’s a bird, it’s a plane, IT’S A DRONE!

dronesmadeeasy.com 

Phantom 3 
Professional 

Quadcopter with 
4K Camera

810.373.4194  |  1370 N. Long Lake  |  FentonBrewery.com  @drinkfwb 

Public Taproom  • Specialty Pizza • Full Service Banquets

Tues - Thurs 3-9   •   Fri & Sat 12-11  •   Sun 12-8

Craft Beer & Wine
Now Booking Receptions & Ceremonies for 2017 & 2018
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BEWARE: DTE AND Consumers Energy 
scam is going around. They just called 
me from (313) 349-5000.



ALL TRUMP PROTESTORS should be 
drafted to the front lines against ISIS for 
their phenomenal efforts. Make America 
great again.



I USED TO think the Republican Party 
was the party of Christians. Not anymore.



NEVER UNDERESTIMATE THE stupidity 
of people in large numbers. There’s not 
a single thought in their head that is their 
own.



FOR THE CONSTITUTIONALIST, please 
remember that all people are created 
equal at birth — after that, equality de-
pends on your responsibility as a produc-
tive citizen.



TO ALL MY conservative friends, if Rom-
ney or McCain or Kasich or Rubio had 
been the president inaugurated, there 
would not have been these protests. We 
don’t trust Trump. It’s him, not the party.



I THINK MADONNA needs a visit from 
the FBI. 

nnn

VERA HOGAN. YOU’RE way out of line. 
Using a 10-year-old child to get to his 
father is just wrong on so many levels. 
You are despicable.



‘I DON’T CARE how people think. I care 
how people behave.’ — Dennis Prager



‘FACTS DON’T CARE about your 
feelings.’ — Ben Shapiro



WE’RE GOING TO shut those 
Obama phones off, and trade them in 
for alarm clocks. No more wasting tax 
money.



THANK YOU PARIS, Berlin, Lisbon 
and the rest of the world for show-
ing your support as Putin and his 
Republican Party plunge America into 
darkness.



TRUMP: THE HYPOCRISY of Chris-
tian values.



STATE SCHOOLS OF Choice may 
not increase my taxes but it sure 
increases the traffic flow on Torrey 
Road. What a nightmare for those of 
us who live here. 



THANK YOU TO the Gerych’s deliv-
ery driver for retrieving the flags off 
the ground at the corner of Lahring 
and Torrey Road.



WONDER WHY THE progressive 
liberal, diversity-is-key people find it 
so hard to accept another’s point of 
view? Check the definition of diversity 
again. It’s not only those who agree 
with you.



VERA HOGAN IS a very brilliant 
woman and her articles are very true. 
I guess most people today don’t want 
to be normal. She said she accepted 
Trump and so do I. 



I REMEMBER WHEN Hillary was 
the first lady and people were picking 
on her child. My heart broke for her. 
It was wrong then to pick on a child, 
and it is wrong now. Children should 
be off limits.



GUN CONTROL ADVOCATES, pay 
attention. According to the FBI, 44 
airports permit ‘gun carry’ in their 
open areas (baggage claim). Florida 
does not, hence a soft target is cre-
ated. The shooter was inspired by 
Islamic terrorism and targeted the 
Florida airport. Why else fly from 
Alaska to Florida?



CORRECTION, IN HIS usual ex-
cellent commentary, Foster Childs 
indicated that Trump is the 46th presi-
dent. He is the 45th. Mike Pence is 
the 46th president.



INTERESTING THAT 574 of the 2,079 
students in Lake Fenton are from other 
districts. That’s nearly 28 percent. I 
thought that my tax dollars were being 
used to educate our district’s kids, not 
everyone else’s. If parents want to send 
their children to our schools, let them 
move here and pay the same sewer 
bills that we’re paying. 

street talkWhat are your thoughts on sites like eBay, Craigslist and Amazon?
Compiled by Hannah Ball, staff reporter

“I don’t use eBay and very 
seldom Craigslist. I shop on 
Amazon a lot. I sold a car on 
Craigslist once.”

Carol Carpenter
Fenton Township

“Amazon is nice. I’ll look up 
name brands and you can 
find them for cheap. I don’t 
like Craigslist.”

Paige Andrews
Fenton

“Every time I’ve used eBay, 
I’ve had great experiences 
with the people that I deal 
with. You couldn’t get me to 
use Craigslist.”

Bill Borges
Tyrone Township

“I order on Amazon and I 
appreciate the prime ship-
ping. Sometimes I’ll prefer to 
buy stuff online because it’s 
cheaper.”

Jannah Garback 
Fenton

 “I’ve sold on Amazon and it’s 
very easy. It’s very conven-
ient. The nice thing is that 
shipping is usually free, and 
it’s free tracking.”

Timothy Garback
Fenton

See HOT LINE throughout Times

All submissions, if approved for publication, must be 50 words 
or less and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tri-County 
Times. We reserve the right to edit for clarity, length and liability.

Submit at: tctimes.com, call 810-629-9221 
or text to 810-771-8398

Hotlines

FOSTER CHILDS

If I Were King...

defending it with your life if called upon.
• Become an informed and educated 
voter. In recent years, there has been a big 
push to get all Americans to vote. It would 
be wonderful if people took the time to be-
come well-informed about the basic po-
litical landscape instead of voting based 
on party affiliation 
or TV ads.
• Defend our 
Constitution. For 
God’s sake, almost 
all of the ‘rights’ 
we enjoy are 
defined and guar-
anteed by the Con-
stitution. Yet, it is 
under attack daily by radicals and liber-
als who want to ‘fundamentally change 
America.’ Get in the game and defend it!
• Make America first. The rest of the 
world doesn’t really care whether you or 
I live or die — only our fellow Ameri-
cans do. At the end of the day, all citizens 
enjoy a special level of kinship — we are 
all family by the simple, but fortunate, vir-
tue of being Americans.
	 America has survived and thrived for 
241 years because those who went before 
us valued their responsibilities as much 
as they did their rights. 
	 I’m not certain that is still true today.

king@tctimes.com

Opinions offered in If I Were King are the author’s alone and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of the Tri-County Times or its staff. Email the King 
at king@tctimes.com. Some content adapted from the internet. 

Citizenship is a two-way street

You have a 
responsibility 
to get a job, 
pay your bills 
and pay your 
taxes. 

T
hese days it seems you hear a lot 
about ‘rights’ in America. You 
have the right to an attorney. You 
have the right to remain silent. 

You have the right to free speech. You 
have the right to bear arms. 
	 Cruel and unusual punishment? Un-
reasonable search and seizure? Being 
tried twice for the same crime? Each 
would be a violation of your rights. 
All these, and many more, are rights 
automatically 
conferred on us 
the moment we 
become citizens. 
And nearly all 
Americans are 
familiar with 
these rights.
	 But there is 
also a flip side to 
being an Ameri-
can — a side we 
don’t hear so much about in these days 
of ‘rights.’ 
	 That flip side is ‘responsibilities.’ Re-
sponsibilities are the twin sister of rights. 
Ask any citizen what their rights are and 
they can spew them out like an auctioneer 
on steroids. Yet, ask the average citizen 
what the responsibilities of being an 
American citizen are and you’ll likely 
be met with a stare as empty as a politi-
cian’s campaign promises.
	 Here are a few reminders of the re-
sponsibilities that all Americans share 
as citizens of the greatest country on 
the planet.
• Pay your own way, nobody owes you 
a living and that includes other taxpay-
ers. You have a responsibility to get a 
job, pay your bills and pay your taxes. 
•Take care of your own children. Feed, 
clothe and house them. Raise them, teach 
them right from wrong, and instill an ap-
preciation in them for their country. Yes, 
this seems simple, but apparently a lot of 
people still don’t get it.
• Secure the future of America. Wheth-
er you think of America as ‘the land of 
opportunity,’ or the ‘the land of the free 
and the home of the brave,’ we all have 
a duty to preserve what’s great about 
this nation so that future generations of 
Americans can experience the same love 
and patriotism as we do. 
• Defend your country. This includes 

jwedding@lakeandlandhomes.com
lakeandlandhomes.com

With over 15 years 
of experience and a 

strong working 
relationship with 

multiple architects, 
we will make your 

DREAM HOME 
A REALITY!PO Box 394, Fenton, MI 48430

810.922.6539
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PENDING & SOLD PROPERTIES

LINDEN

2300 N. Long Lake Rd • Fenton 
 3 Bedrooms, 4 (3,1) Baths, 2500 Sq Ft . 

100 Ft of Amazing Open Water Views & Perfect Sandy Beach!
$675,000

4443 Maplewood Meadows • Grand Blanc  
4 Bedrooms, 3(2,1) Baths, 1918 Sq Ft.  

1 of a kind Home, great for entertaining, Amazing Yard! 
$200,000

5148 Lahring Rd •  Holly 
4 acre parcel with 311 ft of frontage on Lahring Rd.

 Holly Recreational Area  runs along south sides of the 
property and sits near Little Lake. 

$40,000

4331 Meadowbrook Ct. • Grand Blanc  
4 Bedrooms 3 (2,1) Baths,  3100 Sq Ft. 

Gorgeous and well maintained!
$275,000

A NEW HOME! 

GRAND BLANC HOLLY-  4 ACRES    

4360 Oak Tree Ct.• Fenton
 3 Bedrooms, 3 (2,1) Baths, 2429 Sq Ft .

 Gorgeous Home with Walk Out Lower Level!
$359,900

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3
LAKE FENTON WATERFRONT ORCHARD HILLS - FENTON

9331 Foley Crossing • Fenton
 5 Bedrooms, 4 Baths, 3,000 Sq Ft.  

Amazing Home with over 3 Acres, Finished Walk Out!  
$367,000

FENTON- 3.5 ACRES

NEW 
LISTING

 6388 Oak Leaf Trail •  Linden
3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 1720 Sq Ft.  

Beautiful Ranch!
$269,900

GRAND BLANC

NEW 
LISTING

2330 Cherry Tree Ln.• Grand Blanc
$259,000   

PENDING

14340 Swanee Beach Dr.• Fenton 
$200,000  

SOLD
IN 16 DAYS!

5225 Orchard Grove • Mundy Twp 
$45,000   

  

PENDING
MULTIPLE OFFERS!

11450 Moffett Ct. • Fenton
$205,000   

SOLD

 8523 Pineview Lake Dr.• Linden  
$220,000   

PENDING

817 Oak Park Dr.• Fenton  
$118,000 

SOLD
IN 16 DAYS!

425 W. Caroline St.• Fenton
$144,900   

PENDING
IN 1 DAY!

12253 St. Andrews Way • Fenton 
 $80,000 

SOLD

Beat the “Winter Blues” with

10166 N Fenton Rd. • Fenton
4 Bedrooms, 5 (4,1) Baths, 3750 Sq Ft.

 10,000 SqFt Pole Barn, In-Ground Pool, Finished Lower Level! 
$675,000

12755 Meadow View Circle • Holly  
4 Bedrooms, 4(3,1) Baths, 2583 Sq Ft.  

Beautiful Home with Amazing Finished Lower Level!  
$390,000

FENTON - 20 ACRE ESTATE

711 Shady Brook Lane • Flushing
5 Bedrooms, 6(4,2) Baths, 3738 Sq Ft . 

Beautiful  custom home in wooded picturesque setting! 
$650,000

FLUSHING

HOLLY LOON LAKE WATERFRONT ORCHARD HILLS

LOBDELL LAKE WATERFRONT

16455 Oak Hill Dr. • Fenton
4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 1602 Sq Ft.  

Waterfront Beauty, Walk Out LL , over 3,000 Finished Sq Ft. 
$475,000

14189 Swanee Beach Dr. • Fenton
3 Bedrooms, 2(1,1) Baths, 1348 Sq Ft.

Amazing lot on the Open Water!  
$470,000

LAKE FENTON WATERFRONT

3435 Coseyburn Rd. • Oakland  
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1144 Sq Ft. 

 Enjoy Beautiful Sunsets over Loon Lake! 
$299,000

944 Peach Tree Trail • Fenton 
 Orchard Hills  4 Bedrooms, 3(2,1) Baths, 2049 Sq Ft. 

 Immaculate Home, With lots of updates! 
$258,750

Real Estate Agency 
of the Year!

– Harris Poll 2016

PINNACLE SHORES - FENTON
OPEN SUNDAY 1-3

Lake Fenton Access
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Need a New Roof?

Charles Nelson 810-732-7999

Free Estimates
Tear-Offs
Re-Roof

License #2101140011

Call today for the BEST PRICE of the SEASON!Guaranteed quality all year round.

nMany experiencing 
blurred vision, irritation, 
headaches and more 
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  If you’re reading this on the Times 
mobile site, your eyes may need a break 
from staring at the screen. 
  According to Time magazine, because 
frequently using a computer or any other 
screen puts a strain on your eyes, it’s im-
portant to follow the 20-20-20 rule— look 
away from your screen every 20 minutes 
at something 20 feet away for at least 20 
seconds. This gives your eyes a much 
needed break.
  Constantly staring at a screen causes 
users to develop computer vision syn-
drome (CVS). Symptoms of CVS include 
blurred vision, double vision, dry, red 
eyes, eye irritation, headaches, and neck 
pain, according to WebMD.com. 
  Between 50 and 90 percent of people 
who work at a computer screen have 
symptoms. This includes children who 
regularly stare at tablets or other screens. 
  “Everyone ‘knows’ computers are bad 
for our eyes but science hasn’t yet been 
able to find a one-size-fits-all solution for 
the eye symptoms computers create,” said 
Dr. Scott McDowell of McDowell Eye 
Care in Fenton. 
  Constantly having to change your eyes’ 
focus from your computer screen, to a 
piece of paper, back to your computer, 
to your keyboard and to other places on 
your desks causes eye strain. 

  McDowell said some people’s vision is 
not optimally corrected for focusing at a 
computer distance, which also causes eye 
strain. For others, it’s the continuous use 
of the eyes’ convergence muscles, which 
are required for a task within arm’s reach, 
that causes eye strain, soreness, and even 
redness. 
  “Some studies show that we don’t 
blink as often while we are engaged in 
computer work and our symptoms may 
be due to an insufficient coating of tears 
on our eyes. Newer research is suggest-
ing the light emitted by computer screens 
may be physically harmful to our eyes 
and, in addition, may even disrupt our 
sleep cycles,” McDowell said. 
  This problem gets worse with age. 
According to WebMD.com, the ability to 
focus on near and far objects will diminish 
around age 40. 
  These problems may worsen over time, 
but the need to use computers and phones 
is consistent. 
  “Nearly everyone will tell you they 
have problems with their eyes after pro-
longed computer use and, in my practice, I 
observe the trend of worsening symptoms 
as more time is spent using computers,” 
he said. 

Between 50 and 90 percent of people 
who work at a computer screen have 
symptoms of computer vision syndrome. 
This includes children who regularly 
stare at tablets or other screens.

‘‘ Some studies show 
that we don’t blink 

as often while we are 
engaged in computer 

work and our symptoms 
may be due to an 

insufficient coating of 
tears on our eyes.’’Scott McDowell

McDowell Eye Care optometrist

REDUCING SYMPTOMS OF 
COMPUTER VISION SYNDROME 
  Juan Alvarado, optometrist at 
Fenton Vision Center, said, “The 
main thing with computer vision 
syndrome is it’s really hard to 
avoid. You have people who make 
a living on a computer.”
  Here are ways to reduce eye 
strain from Alvarado and Web-
MD.com. 
  Visit your doctor. 
  Alvarado said the best thing 
for adults who stare at a computer 
screen all day is for them to wear 
glasses made for computer work. 
  “Anti-reflective lenses that we 
sell are great for everybody. They 
specially block the high energy 
blue light,” he said, adding that 
this light comes out of computer 
terminals, tablets and phones. 
  For adults, there are blue tech 
computer lenses. 
  “The lens tint is the exact map 
color as the lens that’s inside your 
eyes that are designed to block the 
light from hitting your retinas,” he 
said. “It gives them a very slight 
yellow hue to the lens.”
  Because staring at a screen in-
creases the chance of having dry 
eyes, ask your doctor to prescribe 
or recommend hydrating eye 
drops. You also may need a new 
prescription for glasses or contact 
lenses. A single, bifocal, or tinted 
lens might work better for your 
eyes. 
  Position your screen effec-
tively. Your monitor should be 
slightly below eye level, about 20 
to 28 inches away from your face. 
  “Your monitor should be 13 de-
grees below eye level,” Alvarado 
said. “Eyes are not designed to 
look up for a long time. Eyes hate 
looking up.” 
  If you have to strain your 
neck or eyes to see what’s on the 
screen, it needs to be adjusted. 
  Reduce the glare. If light from 
a window creates a glare on your 
screen, angle your computer 
away from the window or use the 
blinds.  
  Use the 20-20-20 rule. Look 
away from your screen every 
20 minutes at something 20 feet 
away for at least 20 seconds. 
  Reduce the brightness. Adjust 
the brightness on your computer 
until it no longer irritates your 
eyes. You can also change the 
contrast and font size until your 
eyes are more comfortable. 

Aching eyes likely caused by computerYOUR                                                                                                            
SMILE

MATTERS!
By: Dr. Steven Sulfaro

607 N. Saginaw St.   Holly
Call TODAY For Your Appointment     

248-634-4671
www.sulfarofamilydentistry.com

I welcome your questions and comments.      
Feel free to e-mail me drsulfaro@comcast.net

CREATING BEAUTIFUL SMILES FOR OVER 20 YEARS

CHILDREN’S DENTISTRY
FIRST DENTAL VISIT

Parents of young children often ask me at what age 
they should bring their son or daughter into the dental 
office for the first time. When I was in dental school at 
the University of Michigan we were taught that the best 
time to see kids for the first time was age 3. By age 3 
the child was usually mature enough to “cooperate” 

with the dental team and he or she could have regular 
preventative dental cleaning. The problem has always 
been that sometimes by age 3 major dental problems 

have already developed necessitating major dental 
treatment. With this in mind, The American Pediatric 

Dental Association recently came out with new recom-
mendations. The new recommended age for a child’s 
first dental visit is age 1. Age 1 dental visits are what 

we in our office like to call “well-baby check-ups”, and 
are very important. Realistically, we are not going to be 
able to do a full dental cleaning with x-rays on a 1 year 
old. But I’m able to determine that all the teeth are de-
veloping normally and can catch problems very early 
well before any major trouble. Just as importantly, this 
gives me and my team an opportunity to educate mom 
and dad about proper dental care for their child. Dental 

office fears and phobias in adults are very common 
and can be so extreme that a person will avoid going 

to the dentist all together. This can lead to major dental 
problems and poor oral and overall health. When I 
question these people about their dental fears they 

almost always relate some traumatic childhood experi-
ence that has scarred them for life. I am committed to 
ensure that the children I see will not suffer this same 

fate. By seeing kids early in their life before major 
dental problems; I am helping them to maintain good 

dental health and avoid dental fears. Age 1 dental visits 
are key to a long and healthy life with good teeth.

for new and existing clients! 

January & February Promotion

Hours:  Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri: 9am - 5pm   •  Wed: 10am - 7pm  •  Sat: 9am - 12pm
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Tim Jagielo

nGrounds maintenance 
by Fenton DPW will 
continue in the meantime
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
  It looks like another spring will 
come before something is done with 
the property at High Street and State 
Road where the historic Old Baptist 
Ministers’ home once stood.
  “We will likely be selling the prop-
erty sometime in the future, perhaps 
this year,” said Fenton City Manager 
Lynn Markland.  
  “There is another parcel adjacent 
to the seminary property that could 
be added together for a develop-
ment.  That property owner has ex-
pressed a desire to work with the city 
on selling the properties together, he 
said”
  Until the property is sold, the city 
will continue to maintain the property, 
which would include mowing, said 
Markland.
  The building was demolished in 
September 2015. The decision to tear 
down the 147-year-old structure was 
made earlier in the spring of 2015 due 
to its deteriorated condition.  
  In November 2013, the building 
sustained significant damage during 
a rainstorm with high winds. The 
subsequent harsh winters of 2013-
2015 resulted in further destruction 
of the deteriorating building, which 
was near ruins when it was torn 

down. The structure had collapsed 
completely on the east side, with 
rooms and debris on all three floors 
exposed.
  An engineering study in early 2015 
resulted in a recommendation to de-
molish the building, salvaging as much 
of the ornate items and materials that 
can be repurposed as possible.
  The 10,000-square-foot building, 
built in 1868, had been listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places 
since 1983.
  Part of the building lives on, how-
ever.
  In May of 2016, a piece of Fenton 
history was repurposed into its new 
and final home at Oakwood Cemetery 
via a monument comprised of the actu-
al cornerstone from the seminary. This 
is housed in new concrete, and a carved 
stone bench with a rendering of the 
building, circa 1895. The bench was 
donated by Fenton Memorials. The 
monument can be viewed in Section 
B of the cemetery, where 42 Baptist 
ministers and their wives are buried.

Seminary property may be sold this year
nThe most immersive 
video viewing 
experience starts at $15
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
  Imagine you are 4 inches tall, and 
sitting behind the wheel of a radio-con-
trolled car. You set up an obstacle course 
around your home, and blast through it with 
ease, through a virtual reality (VR) head set. 
  This is an experiment Terry Green, 
Billmeier Camera owner, and all-
things-visual enthusiast, assisted 
a local student with recently. The 
student was able to run the course 
faster with the VR, instead of 
simply watching the car run the 
obstacle course.
  The concept of virtual reality 
is simple — you wear goggles 
or a head covering of some kind 
that blocks your view of the real 
environment, and instead are 
fed images from two small lenses via 
goggles or head set. For an image to be 
3-D, the single image needs to be split 
into two, or recorded as two, and fed 
to each eye individually.
  Game systems, computers and smart 
devices provide the image for the expe-
rience. 
  VR as a technology isn’t new. For 
example, Nintendo tried to take VR 
mainstream with the Virtual Boy game 
system in 1995. Only recently has the 
concept regained steam.
  The VR experience can be powered by a 
video game, or a 3-D movie. The range of 

equipment is like anything else with tech-
nology — you can spend as much as you 
want. Unlike groundbreaking high-tech 
gadgets of the past, VR is likely affordable 
to most people who own a smartphone. 
  With Google Cardboard, you can use 
your android phone to watch 3-D videos 
for $15. The headset is literally just 
cardboard, with two lenses that feed 
the image to you. According to Cnet.
com, it’s a nice cheap introduction to 
VR, but the experience will only be as 
good as your phone.

  A step up from Cardboard, 
is the Samsung Gear VR. It 
also garnered positive reviews 
on Cnet, and costs $52 to $99. 
Of course, you have to have a 
Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
and the right app to use it. 
  Green owns the Oculus Gear 
VR viewer for Samsung Galaxy 
S7, which he said was “mind 
blowing” to experience. He’s an 
infrequent user, but his 13-year-

old stepson uses it often. 
  Both of these examples are stand-alone 
units, with no external cables or cords or 
controls. 
  The Oculus Rift headset is for gaming, 
and requires at least an Xbox One con-
troller for the experience, and a powerful 
computer to run the game. 
  The next step up is the HTC Vive, 
which includes the headset, and also 
requires a computer and controller, but 
includes motion trackers set up in the 
room, to track your body’s motion. 
  Playstation 4’s system is almost like a 
virtual reality Nintendo Wii.

VR virtually accessible to all

Including: All you can eat chicken wings! Sushi, Snow Crab Leg, 
Shrimp, Beef, Chicken, Pork Mussels, Lo Mien, Fried Rice, Salad 

Bar, Fresh Fruit, Appetizers, Soup, Dessert, Oyster, Bar.B.Q. 
Jell-O, Pudding, Cakes and Much Much More! 

MON-THURS. 11AM-9:30PM  |  FRI - SAT. 11AM-10:30PM   
SUNDAY 11:30AM-9:30PM

TEL: 810-519-8333 
FAX: 810-519-8332 

1386 N. LEROY | FENTON

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET

DINNER 4:00 pm-9:30 pm
Mon.- Thur. | $11.99 Adult | $4.99 Child, 3-5yrs 
Fri - Sat. | $12.99 Adult | $5.99 Child, 6-10yrs

SUNDAY & HOLIDAYS 
$11.99 Adult | Children Under 3 Free

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

CARRY OUT BUFFETLunch $3.99/lbDinner $4.99/lb

10% 

Senior 

Discount

 (60+)

LUNCH 
11:00am - 3:30pm 

$7.99 Adult | $3.99 Children under 10

Golden Buffet
WE HAVE THE BEST BUFFET IN TOWN

NOW OFFERING STEAK ON THE WEEKENDS!

EXPIRES 2/4/17

Golden Buffet

ANY TAKE-OUT ORDER
Cannot combine with other offers 

or discounts.
Up to 5 people.

10% OFF
Golden Buffet Golden Buffet

BUY 2 ADULT DINNER BUFFETS 
with 2 drink purchases
Dine-in only. Cannot combine 

with other offers or discounts. Max 2 offers per party.

$5 OFF
EXPIRES 2/4/17EXPIRES 2/4/17

15% OFF
LUNCH OR DINNER

Dine-in only. Cannot combine with other offers or 
discounts. Up to 5 people. 
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nYou’ll find lower air fares, 
stable room rates and 
exciting new destinations
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  This time of year, there are two things 
on everyone’s mind — travel and taxes. 
Since you can’t do much about taxes, 
“getting away from it all” is a much more 
exciting topic to think about during the 
middle of winter.
  If travel is on your agenda in 2017, there’s 
good news. Airfares are down because of 
lower oil prices, according to a recent story 
in USA Today. Hotel rates are stable, un-
less you’re traveling in California, where 
you can expect a bigger bill, as much as a 9 
percent increase in San Francisco. 
  Baggage fees are turning 10 years old 
this year, and have become a fact of life for 

today’s travelers, adding about $4 billion 
to the price passengers pay. 
  Your best bet to save money on these 
fees is to thoroughly read your airline’s 
policy before booking your flight, so 
you’re comparing “apples to apples” 
between ticket prices and fees. 
  This would be a good time to seek the 
services of an experienced travel agent, who 
can help you navigate the complex world 
of airfare pricing and scheduling. You’ll 
likely save money, because travel agents 
have the earliest access to travel deals and 
information. They can also help you cross 
the “bumps in the road” of travel, from 
missed connecting flights to lost passports. 
  Fenton is home to two travel agencies 
with decades of experience and many 
miles traveled, including Travel Brokers 
and Superior Travel. Their services can 
be especially helpful when you’re dealing 
with international travel, cruises, special-

‘SWEET SPOT’ FOR  
BUYING AN AIRLINE TICKET
Between three months and six weeks 
in advance, unless you’re buying an 
always-popular destination like Orlando, 
Florida, when buying earlier will give you 
best prices and seating. Don’t wait until 
the last week, when prices shoot up by 
about 25 percent.

Source: travelandleisure.com

How to find cheap air flights
• Be flexible. The most expensive 
days to travel are when everyone else 
does (i.e.: holidays, Fridays, Sundays, 
Mondays).
• Consider the time of day. Most 
expensive times to travel are business 
travel hours, 8 to 10 a.m. and 5 to 7 
p.m. Leaving early in the morning also 
offers few chances for delays.
• Be flexible with airports, too. In 
Florida, that means checking out Fort 
Lauderdale or West Palm Beach rather 
than Miami. 
• Consider making a stop, as 
opposed to flying non-stop, only if it will 
save you hundreds of dollars. Avoid 
making connections in airports with 
poor on-time track records, including 
San Francisco, Chicago O’Hare or all of 
New York’s airports.
• Sign up for airlines’ deals and 
newsletters and subscribe to third party 
sites like AirFareWatchDog.com.
• Talk to a travel agent or airline 
representative.
• Use frequent flyer miles. Warning: 
Do not sign up for a travel rewards card 
if you can’t pay the balance in full each 
month. 

Source: johnnyjet.com

Planning to travel in 2017?

to treatment as a juvenile and his situ-
ation is not conducive for probation as 
an adult. So where does that leave me? 
Further incarceration,” Farah said. “If 
he can’t get along at home for the next 
five months, how am I going to put him 
on probation in the home of his parents 
for five years?”
  Hatchett asked the judge to extend 
some consideration to Brewer for getting 
a job, attending school, and participating 
in their athletic programs. 
  Farah asked Brewer to look at his par-

ents, who were in audience. 
  “You see these two folks 
behind you? They are your 
bosses. They tell you what 
to do, when to do it, when to 
come in, who you’re hang-
ing around with,” Farah 
said. “...the closer you get 

to your 17th birthday, I have no hesitation 
putting you in the county jail. You screw 
up, you’re getting locked up.”
  Brewer was previously on a bond 
tether, and will now be on a different 
tether for adults. This will allow the court 
to better monitor his schedule.
  Brewer is scheduled to be sentenced 
June 26, when he will be 17.
  “He wanted nothing to do with this,” 
said Kody’s mother, Susan Brewer. 
She said her son is a wonderful young 
man, who’s been involved in school 
and sports, and the situation has almost 
screwed up his life. 
  “When this happened, he came up to 
us and said ‘what should I say?’ He texts 
back, ‘I don’t want nothing to do with 
this,’” she said. 
  Susan said he had a problem with 
an animation he saw on TV by a news 
station, showing her son, Dukes, and 
Stevens walking up to the school they 
were supposedly planning to blow up. 
  “The court system puts it out there and 
it’s not true. Half of what you see on TV 
is not true,” she said. 
  The adult charges against Dukes 
were dropped Sept. 26, 2016 and he 
was sent to a yearlong rehabilitation 
program in Grove City, Pennsylvania. 
Stevens received a sentence of five 
years probation. 

nCourt case should 
be finished by June
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  Flint — The third and last defendant 
involved in the alleged Linden school 
shooting plot from October 2015 asked 
the court to be sentenced as an adult 
instead of receiving juvenile treatment. 
  Kody Brewer, 16, appeared in court 
Tuesday, Jan. 24, where Judge Joseph 
Farah described it as an “unusual” situ-
ation. 
  Farah said the depart-
ment of corrections recom-
mended Brewer be sen-
tenced as a juvenile and be 
housed in a juvenile facility.
  “The oddity here though 
is that the defendant doesn’t 
want that. The defendant wants to be 
sentenced as an adult,” Farah said. “The 
‘people’ are marching to a different drum 
than usual. They’re saying they want 
him to be sentenced as a juvenile.”
  Farah said the situation is usually 
reversed. 
  Brewer faces the charge of attempted 
false report of threat of terrorism, a five-
year felony.
  This came after Argentine Twp. 
police discovered messages exchanged 
between Brewer, and his co-defendants 
Ryan Stevens, 19, and Lamarr Dukes, 
16, which indicated the planning of a 
school shooting. The alleged incident 
occurred Oct. 27, 2015.
  To sway the court to have Brewer 
sentenced as an adult, Brewer’s attorney 
Elbert Hatchett would have to argue that 
he is not amenable to juvenile treatment 
and should be sentenced as an adult. The 
people would have to argue the opposite.
Brewer will live with his parents until 
his 17th birthday in June to give him a 
chance, Farah said. 
  “A lot hangs in the balance here...I’m 
willing to give him a chance at Mr. 
Hatchett’s request, to be at home and to 
try to reach a favorable resolution when 
we come back.
  “If he can’t handle being at home suc-
cessfully, it tells me he’s not amenable 

‘‘ He wanted 
nothing to do 
with this.’’Susan Brewer
Kody Brewer’s mother

ized trips, group travel and they can guide 
you through all the hoops of a Disney 
vacation - from Princess Breakfasts to 
Fast Passes and more.
  Also, check out TripAdvisor’s flight 
search tool, which has a fee estimator that 
lists fares in junction with airline baggage 
fees, based on how many pieces of lug-
gage you plan to travel with. Be aware 
that many airlines also charge now for 
carry-on bags. Keep in mind that South-
west Airlines doesn’t charge for the first 
two bags, or for carry-ons.
  Travelers in 2017 can expect better 
Wi-Fi connectivity, as airlines switch to 
satellite systems, which are as much as 
20 times faster than older technology. 
  Security lines may be faster this year, 
at least on American and Delta airlines, 
which are implementing automated bag 
screening that allows five larger bins at 
a time. 
  Don’t expect a full-course meal to re-
turn to airline dining this year, but you can 
still expect snacks on United, American, 
Southwest and Delta.
  Another travel trend this year has been 
dubbed “bleisure” — mixing business 
and leisure travel, by adding a few days 
on either end of a business trip.
  Where are travelers going this year? 
Havana, Cuba; Cape Town, South Africa; 
Merida, Mexico; Denver, Colorado and 
Vancouver, Canada are a few of the ‘hot 
spot’ destinations in 2017, according to 
forbes.com.

The Difference is in the Details
Enjoy the personalized attention and 

impeccable service only offered 
from the LIFESTYLE Collection from 
Delta Vacations®, and experience the 

best your destination has to offer 
with your luxury vacation.

COMPLETE PACKAGES ARE 
AVAILABLE TO A SELECTION OF 
OUTSTANDING DESTINATIONS

www.travelbrokersinc.com

Give us a call for more information 
or assistance with planning your 

honeymoon or destination wedding.
 

810-250-4930
1545 N. Leroy • Fenton 
(in Lake Winds Plaza)

Shooting plot defendant asks 
to be sentenced as adult

13536 Dixie Hwy. • Holly
248-634-8269 • www.skimtholly.com

...where the north begins!

Every Saturday & Sunday 
Registration at 11am • Racing at 1pm

This is a great way to get some time runs & racing 
experience. A program for all ages. Contact our 
Ski School at 248.634.3249 for additional details.

Friday, January 27th
Katelyn from 6:00pm - 8:30pm.

The Nightengale sings!
Saturday & Sunday, January 28th & 29th
 The Strickler Brothers from 2:00pm – 6:00pm 

NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 20TH

In collaboration with New Belgium Brewing

7 Week Program | $60 Entry Fee
If you don’t have a team, we can find one for you!

MT. HOLLY EVENTS
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Compiled by Vera Hogan

WHAT YOU 
MISSED 

in the 

MIDWEEK TIMES

The following are stories you may have 
missed in the Wednesday, 

Jan. 25, Midweek Times. To subscribe 
and receive both the Midweek and 
Sunday Weekend editions, please

call (810) 629-8282.

Former city manager 
takes part in inauguration
Former City Manager Michael 
Senyko, now the 
chief of staff for 
Secretary of State 
Ruth Johnson, 
traveled to 
Washington, D.C. 
last week with the 
SOS crew.

‘Greatest Show on Earth’ 
has local ties
Fenton train depot and home in 
Holly have history connected to 
Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey 
Circus.

Fenton Board of Ed visits every 
school district in one day
The Fenton Board of Education 
visited all six Fenton schools on 
Monday, Jan. 23, a shift from 
their normal routine to get in the 
classrooms more often. 

PICKELL
Continued from Front Page
  The eight plaintiffs filed the two-count 
complaint against Pickell and the process 
serving company on Jan. 25 alleging 
racketeering and corruption. Plaintiffs 
include, William Trier of Swartz Creek, 
Jeffrey McKinsey of Swartz Creek, 
Harold Daniel of Grand Blanc, John 
Austin Harrington of Mt. Morris, Rich-
ard Sparks of Flushing, Jacob Trier of 
Swartz Creek, Crystal Baker of Mt. 
Morris and Joel Mata of Genesee County.
  The plaintiffs were employed as pro-
cess servers in Genesee County. 
  Hope was deputized as a Genesee 
County deputy and had authority to act as 
an agent of Pickell and the county. 
  According to the complaint, beginning 
in 2006 at the latest and continuing up 
until December 2016, the process servers 
were deputized by Pickell or Hope to act 
as a deputy, which would allow them to 
receive various assignments and be paid 
by Genesee County.
  In exchange for being deputized, the 
plaintiffs claim Pickell charged them be-
tween $65 and $300 per year. They were 
required to submit checks made payable 
to Pickell personally, The Committee to 
Retain Sheriff Pickell or a charity selected 
by Pickell or Hope.
  In the complaint, the plaintiffs allege 
that after receiving the payments, Pickell 
and Hope endorsed the checks and de-
posited them into a bank account for the 
personal financial gain of the defendants. 
  The plaintiffs claim the defendants 
would take and receive money not due 

sheriff in the November 2016 general 
election.
  While the media received press releas-
es on Wednesday, Pickell said he received 
notice of the lawsuit on Thursday. 
  Pickell said plaintiff William Trier, 
who worked for the county for 20 years 
and is now retired, told Pickell that he 
had no intentions of suing the sheriff and 
he did not want to be part of this lawsuit, 
as well as another listed plaintiff. Pickell 
said he was told that the attorney wanted 
retainer fees from all of the plaintiffs to 
increase the amount. 
  “This lawsuit is about money, not the 
truth,” said Pickell. “The lawsuit is a lie.”
  With two people not wanting to be 
listed as a plaintiff,  Pickell is convinced 
that the whole lawsuit is in question. 
  With claims that Pickell benefitted 
personally from the fees process servers 
paid to be deputized, he said, “I never got 
a penny at all.” He added, however, that 
at one of his political fundraisers, one 
of the plaintiffs made a donation. “The 
money went to charities — none to me.”
  “This is nothing more than a personal 
vendetta,” said Pickell.
  In response to the allegations, Pickell 
said, “I will countersue for slander, libel and 
defamation.” He also plans to ask the judge 
that this complaint be dismissed quickly.
	 After reading this story online at tc-
times.com on Thursday, William Trier 
said on Friday that Pickell’s statement 
about him not wanting to be listed in this 
lawsuit is an “outright lie. It’s all lies.”
	 Trier, who is not retired, has been a 
process server since 1986 and said, “I 
never had a problem until they pulled 
this crap on all of us. I haven’t talked to 
Pickell since a year ago December when 
I said ‘hi.’ It’s all fabricated lies.”

to them under the pretense that they were 
entitled to the money by virtue of Pickell’s 
political office. 
  The act of charging the process servers 
to be appointed and deputized to act as 
deputies in exchange for monetary gain 
is comparable to a public officer accept-
ing a bribe, according to the complaint.
  Between 2006 and 2016, Pickell 
sought re-election multiple times in 
Genesee County. 
  According to the complaint, in 2016, 

Pickell learned that 
the group of process 
servers did not support 
him in his bid for re-
election and they did 
not engage in political 
activities on behalf 
of Pickell and in fact 
supported Pickell’s op-

ponent in the sheriff’s race.
  The complaint alleges that in retali-
ation for their support of Pickell’s op-
ponent, Pickell and Hope refused to 
deputize the process servers, thereby 
costing them the ability to receive future 
assignments.
  In December 2016, the plaintiffs 
claimed they received letters from Pickell 
advising them that the sheriff’s office 
was going exclusively to use the firm of 
Allen-Hope & Associates to serve orders 
for seizure, evictions, claims and delivery 
and foreclosures. 
  Each count was asking for in excess of 
$75,000 in damages.
  On Jan. 25, the court issued a summons 
to the defendants to appear for arraign-
ment. As of Thursday, Jan. 26, no new 
court dates have been scheduled.
  Pickell, who has been sheriff since 
1999, was re-elected to another term as 

n The Genesee 
County Sheriff 
is a defendant 
in a lawsuit filed 
in federal court 
this week.

15% 
ADDITIONAL DISCOUNT FOR 

SENIOR CITIZENS

Bring in This Coupon

Gold Only

Tuesday Jan. 31st thru Saturday, Feb. 4th
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Tuesday May 19Th Thru saTurday May 23rdTuesday January 10Th thru saturday January 14Th

The souThgaTe roadshoW

January 10Th Thru January 14Th

Tuesday Thru friday 10aM-6pM saTurday 10aM-3pM

5 DAYS ONLY!!!
WHAT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

TO SELL THEIR VALUABLES
WHERE HOLIDAY INN –

SOUTHGATE
WHEN JANUARY 10TH THRU JANUARY 14TH

TUEsdAY THRU FRidAY 10Am-6pm
sATURdAY 10Am-3pm

INFORMATION

FREE
EVENT

Holiday inn
SoUTHGaTE

17290 Northline Rd
Southgate, Michigan 48195

(Located just east of I-75 at Northline Rd)

(Located just east of I-75 at Northline Rd)

Holiday inn – southgate
17201 Northline Rd.
Southgate, Michigan 48195

PROOF AND MINT SETS

FREE HOME APPOINTMENTS!

WE BUY ESTATES!
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5 DAYS ONLY!!!
WHAT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
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EVENT

Holiday inn
SoUTHGaTE

17290 Northline Rd
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(Located just east of I-75 at Northline Rd)
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PROOF AND MINT SETS

FREE HOME APPOINTMENTS!

WE BUY ESTATES!

JAN. 31ST THRU FEB. 4TH

TUESDAY, JAN. 31ST THRU SATURDAY, FEB. 4TH

- FLINT

  OFF HILL RD. AT 23/75

  OFF HILL RD. AT 23/75

-BUYING & EVALUATING THESE ITEMS & MORE-

BUYING ALL FORMS 
OF GOLD & SILVER

BRING IN YOUR
Broken Gold Chains • Jewelry

Gold Ring Settings • Mismatched Earrings
Dental Gold • Class Rings• Gold Bracelets

Men’s & Women’s Gold Rings
Sterling Silverware Pieces

AND MORE!!!

View stories at
tctimes.com
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nLook for your Times’ 
2017 Source Book — 
included with this issue
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
  From Abbey Park, an independent senior 
living community to The Zen at Work, a 
home and building repair business, and 
everything in between, it’s all included in the 
2017 Source Book being delivered to the tri-
county area this weekend.
  The Source Book is a 
reference guide, packed 
cover to cover with vital, 
useful and unique infor-
mation about our area. 
Everything from contact 
numbers for any of our 
four school districts, to 
acreage and depths of our 
area’s 47 lakes is included, 
along with every area 
business, listed both by 
category, and alphabetically.
  To make this year’s Source Book even 
better and user friendly, it is also in a digital 
format for those who tend to look for infor-
mation with their computer or smartphone.
  The Source Book is a valuable source 
of information whether at home, work or 
on the road. Putting together this reference 
book in print and digital is a yearlong effort 
by many members of the Times’ staff.
  “People who see it for the first time are 
always amazed at the wealth of information 
it contains,” said Gail Grove, advertising 
director for the Times. 
  The printed version of the Source Book 

‘‘ People who see 
it for the first time 
are always amazed 

at the wealth of 
information it 
contains.’’ 

Gail Grove 
Times advertising director 

Hot off the presses
has become so popular over the years, that 
many Times readers request additional 
copies for their vehicles, additional rooms 
or second homes.
  For those using a laptop or desktop 
computer, go to tctimes.com and hover 
over the red EZ Read tab near the top of 
the home page and scroll down to either 
of the two Source Book links.
  The “Source Book EZ Read”  link allows 
viewers to virtually flip through every page 
of the book. The “Source Book Website” 

link  will take a viewer to 
a very user-friendly 2017 
Source Book website. 
  For those using their 
smartphones, go to tctimes.
com and click on the orange 
navigation icon in the upper 
right corner. This  sub menu 
listing allows readers to 
choose from several cat-
egories, including Source 
Book, breaking news, fea-
tures, sports, business list-

ings, Hot lines, obituaries, classifieds, garage 
sales, videos and much more. 
  Digital versions of the Source Book 
will include everything the print version 
has including a detailed listing of area 
businesses. 
  Homes in the tri-county area will 
receive the 2017 Source Book with this 
issue of their Tri-County Times. Additional 
copies may be picked up at the Tri-County 
offices, 256 N. Fenway Drive, Fenton, 
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m.
  Editor Sharon Stone contributed to this 
article.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Circulation Coordinator Jill Breitling shows off the brand new edition of the Times’ 
popular Source Book. More than 55,000 area readers will receive their 2017 edition 
this weekend.

HOT LINE CONTINUED
THE CLINTON FOUNDATION is being 
investigated thoroughly. They will go 
down in history as one of the biggest 
criminal enterprises in history.  



HEY DONALD. YOU won. Get over it. 


THE TRUMP YEARS are going to 
go down history as the dark ages of 
America. 



WHAT IF, JUST what if, Trump is right?


I GREW UP in a small town near a 
large city. The school districts were sep-
arate. Now, after schools of choice, that 
small town not only shrunk, but they’re 
on the watch list now by the state. Not a 
good situation for my hometown. 



I HAD FAMILY in from out of town over 
the holidays and I thought it’d be fun to 
try out a new restaurant. We went to the 
‘Be Closer’ webpage and saw a list of a 
lot of restaurants closed and I thought 
of a lot that weren’t on the list. 



I SAW ON the television there was 
controversy about attendance for the 
presidential inauguration comparing 
photographs from previous inaugura-
tions to the current one. Is it possible 
some people left to go smash buildings 
and limos and stuff? 



WITH THE MILD weather and not 
having to have the public employees 
plowing snow and salting streets, it’s 
been good to see them out clearing out 
gutters and storm drains to keep all this 
water moving. Good job, everybody. 



OVERHEARD FROM A millennial gen-
eration person that they couldn’t make 
a contribution because there was no 
place for them to swipe their card. 



OUR ELECTION WAS not decided by 

the popular vote, it was decided by the 
Electoral College, which is not new this 
year. You didn’t like it, it should have been 
changed. Apparently, the Democrats 
were so sure that Hillary would win that 
they weren’t concerned about that. 



VERA HOGAN IS a thoughtful, 
thorough, and intelligent reporter. For 
years, I look for her article first when 
picking up the newspaper. Keep up the 
good work, Vera. 



THE ONLY REASON why they want to 
get rid of public notices in our newspa-
pers is so we won’t have a clue about 
what those greedy little devils are 
spending our money on. 



WHAT IT MEANS when DJT says 
‘Drain the Swamp’ — weeding out poli-
ticians who are more concerned with 
their next election than with America 
and American citizens.



TO THE HOT-liner who mentioned 
gasoline prices in the area, a strong 
local economy is critical to the liveli-
hood to the people who live here. If it’s 
close and convenient, it’s worth a few 
pennies more. I always stay local. 



I READ WITH interest Wednesday’s 
story about the speed limit changes 
in Dibbleville but does the city realize 
those signs changed over a month ago 
back in December? I’ve been driving 
here, looking at it every day. 



JEEZ FOSTER, YOU’VE outdone your-
self. I don’t know which is the greater 
irony —  you describing a two-way 
street, or our tough new Commander-
in-Chief’s response to serve and 
defend our country when called upon. It 
was only five deferments, you say?



IF YOU LOST a piece of jewelry in a 
black mesh bag in the VG’s Silver Park-
way lot, it is at the Fenton police station. 

 

Silver Lake 
Family Practice

Welcomes
- Nurse Practitioner - 
Deborah (Debbie) 
Conlon, FNP-BC 

to our office 
February 21, 2017

Back Row: Wendy Williams, Dr. Donna Benford D.O., 
Deborah Conlon FNP-BC, Loretta Wakeford 

& Renee Frymark
Front Row: Angie Donar & Kortney Stinson

Debbie comes to us with 
20 years of experience.

ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS

We offer early & late appointments 
for our patients convenience

1100 Torrey Road # 300    Fenton   810-714-7369

FEBRUARY SPECIAL
CLASSIFIED LINE AD

$5
TWO ISSUES, 15 WORDS

(Sunday/Wednesday or Wednesday/Sunday)
(10¢ each additional word over 15)

810-629-8194
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MARKET ANALYSISFree

3295 W Silver Lake Rd. Fenton

Visit HowzMyValue.com for 3 instant Home Values! 

SEE MORE stunning PHOTOS of these properties AT: www.JohnWentworthGroup.com

Schedule Your Private Showing with a Buyer Specialist
Call (810) 955-6600

#1 REMAX AGENT
in Genesee County 2011-2016

Platinum

PEBBLE-CREEK $184,999
This home is only 1 year old! Spaciously 
open floor plan on upper level with an eat-in 
kitchen that has granite countertops and tile 
backsplash, lower level has 2 large bedrooms, 
1 full bathroom, family room and laundry room.

WATERS-EDGE-VILLAGE $189,999
Wonderful Waters Edge Ranch Condo in Fenton 
Schools, within walking distance to Downtown. 
2563 SF of finished living spce, 3 BDR & 3 BA. 
Spacious kitchen with dining area and fire-lit living 
room. 1sr Floor master suite, 1st floor laundry.

ACREAGE $207,499
2+ acres, 1900 SF, 3 BDR and 2 BA. Great room features 
natural light, brick fireplace & soaring ceilings. Bonus 
room can be used as a family, game room or office. 2 car 
attached garage and whole house generator included!

THE-PRESERVE-OF-RIVERSIDE $179,999
This wonderful home is move-in ready! Perfect family 
home with 1,823 SF, 4 BDR, 2.5 BA. Firelit living room, 
spacious kitchen with glowing hardwood floors. Full 
basement, large deck and backyard with private view.  

LAKE-PONEMAH $675,000
All brick home w/ 82’ frontage on all sports Lake 
Ponemah. 4680 SF of finished living space, 4 BDR, 
3.5 BA, 3 car garage. Open floor plan w/ new kitchen, 
hardwood floors, granite, built in double oven. 
Finished walkout basement w/full kitchen & bar.

4447 PEBBLE CREEK BLVD, GRAND BLANC

633 SHORELINE DR, FENTON

16207 HILLTOP DR, LINDEN

452 OTTER RUN RD, HOLLY

4273 W FOUR LAKES DR,  LINDEN

ORCHARD-HILLS $214,999
Beautiful home in award winning Fenton Schools. 
3014 SF, 5 BDR and 2.5 BA. Open kitchen with tile 
floors, pantry and breakfast nook. Full finished 
walkout basement. Beautiful lot, 2 car attached 
garage, private deck.

900 PLUMTREE LN, FENTON

PINE-HOLLOW-ESTATES $1,750,000
Over 10,000 SF of Luxury Living! 5 BDR, 8 BA, 
nestled on 2.25 acres w/large pond and beautiful 
water views. 2 gourmet kitchens, 3 spiral staircases, 
theater room, wine cellar, 2 laundry rooms, 2 master 
suites, dog bath, heated floors, heated drive way.

ACREAGE $385,000
Beautiful home in Goodrich Schools. 2577 SF, 4 BDR, 
2.5 BA and all on 10 acres. Open floor plan, nice kitchen 
w/ tile floors, dining and living room w/ hardwood 
floors, great storage and mud area. Beautiful patio, in 
ground pool, plus large pole barn.

LAKE-PONEMAH $100,000
Beautiful buildable lot in Cottage Cove development. 
Deeded dock on All Sports Lake Ponemah. Great 
fishing, boating and ice skating in the winter. Close to 
shopping and expressways. Land contract available-
buy now, enjoy the lake, build later!

LAKE-FENTON $559,900
100’ frontage on all sports Lake Fenton. Great 
opportunity to build your dream home. 2 car garage 
with storage already there, across the street. 
Gorgeous views!

ACREAGE $575,000
Charming Farmhouse in Fenton Schools on 69+ 
Acres. 2685 SF spacious home, 5 BDR, 2 BA, 1 car 
garage, barn, and shed. Fire-lit living room, large 
kitchen, wood burning stove and 1st floor laundry. 23 
farmed acres, 2 parcels and 2 ponds on the property.

LAKE-FENTON $765,000
72’ frontage on all sports Lake Fenton, 5400 SF, 4 BDR 
and 3.5 BA. Open floor plan w/ fantastic views. Kitchen 
features breakfast nook, granite counters, snack bar, 
lots of cabinet and counter space. Crown molding, 
exposed beams, finished walkout and so much more.

ACREAGE $750,000
Gorgeous property 140+ acres w/limitless potential. 
Great for fishing, hunting or horses. Superb water 
foul hunting habitat, Boone & Crockett hunting 
potential for deer. Farming & development potential. 
Farmhouse has 3 BDR, 2 BA & 1871 SF.

PINE-HOLLOW-ESTATES $1,199,000
Stunning Pine Hollow Manor 7900+ SF w/Finished 
Walkout. Built 2002 @ a cost of 2.5+ Million, 5 BDR 7 
BA home boasts luxury! Nestled on lavish grounds 
providing pure privacy. Marble floors, granite, cherry, 
Swarovski Crystal, Enkeboll trim, 24k Gold Fixtures.

FOX-CHASE-FARMS $249,999
Fantastic new construction ranch home! 1566 
SF, 3 BDR, 2 BA and full basement with daylight 
windows ready to be finished. 3 car attached garage, 
maintenance free exterior and more. Close to 
shopping, schools and expressways.

HOLLY-SCHOOLS $69,900
Potential, potential, potential!! 1000 SF, 2 BDR, 
1 BA and garage, all on almost 2 acres. Great 
location, close to I-75 and US 23. Enjoy all 
Fenton and Holly have to offer. Close to schools, 
shopping and more. Don’t miss this opportunity!

6263 CANTER CREEK, GRAND BLANC

8383 HENDERSON, GOODRICH

3496 PONEMAH DR, FENTON13353 HADDON ST, FENTON

1274 S HOLLY RD, FENTON 2393 DAVIS RD, FENTON

2060 GRANGE HALL RD, FENTON

6239 CANTER CREEK TRL, GRAND BLANC

16451 RED FOX TRL, LINDEN 1048 GRANGE HALL RD, FENTON

WARWICK-HILLS $1,199,999
This custom home is nothing less than spectacular. 
Offering 13,000+ SF of living space. 5 BDR, 9 BA 
including 2 master suites, 6 fireplaces, marble 
flooring, gold leaf ceilings and wine cellar. Custom in 
ground pool and 4 car garage.

LAKE-LAPEER $744,999
179+’ frontage on all sports Lake Lapeer w/2.87 acres. 
6072 SF of  finished living space, 4 BDR & 4.5 BA. Private 
setting, open floor plan, soaring ceilings, great natural 
light, crown molding. Finished walkout basement 
w/ kitchenette, workout room, sauna & pole barn.

9850 BURNING TREE DR, GRAND BLANC1500 TRIPLE OAK DR,  FENTON

4130 WATERLAND DR, METAMORA

“The best time to sell is when you are ready!” 
- John Wentworth III

JUST LISTED!!! JUST LISTED!!!

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3 OPEN SUNDAY 1-3 OPEN SUNDAY 1-3

DOLLAR-LAKE $249,999 
120’ frontage on Dollar Lake (connects to Little Long 
Lake) 2718 SF of finished living space, 4 BDR and 3 
BA. Finished walkout basement w/ large rec room, 
full bath + sauna, fireplace, office. 1 acre lot with 2 
oversized 2.5 car attached garages, plus 3rd garage.

LAKE-SHANNON $47,500
Beautiful build-able lot, almost 1 acre with access 
to private Lake Shannon. Private all sports lake 
community located west of US-23 and North of M-59 
between Ann Arbor and Flint.

7410 MCGUIRE RD, FENTON

LAKE-SHANNON $57,500
Over an acre of beautiful buildable lot with access
to all sports Lake Shannon. Active association
and sportsman club which sponsors many events
throughout the year. Backs up to a permanent open
space wooded wildlife ravine for added privacy.

SILVER-LAKE $225,000
370’ frontage w/ private peninsula & sandbar on 
this exclusive Silver Lake waterfront lot. Chateaux 
Du Lac is a prestigious gated community where you 
can enjoy the private clubhouse, in ground pool and 
tennis courts. All that’s left to do is start building!

7450 MCGUIRE RD, FENTON

80 CHATEAUX DU LAC,  FENTON

Zach’s Favorite Season

FALL

Congratulations to the 
lucky winner who guessed 
Zach’s favorite season! See 

all the results and join 
the fun this week on 

Facebook or Instagram.

Zach loves the weather and Fall colors as 
well as football and hockey season!

This Week’s Answer:

PRICE REDUCED

PRICE REDUCED
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DRONE
Continued from Page 3A
  Amazon announced they will begin 
delivering products via drones, and other 
delivery services may follow suit in the 
future. Even people on the popular A&E 
show “Storage Wars” have used drones to 
see what’s inside a storage locker before 
buying it. 
  Linden graduate Kevin George 
received two drones for Christmas— 
one is a Parrot Bebop Drone that has live 
video capability, and a mini drone that 
fits in his hand. 
  “I feel like the majority of drone 
owners are courteous about where they 
fly, but I understand citizens’ fear of 
violations,” he said. “I do worry that 
they will eventually be limited on public 
land. The area where I live limits when 
and where they can be used in the parks.”

  As these devices 
increase in popularity, 
so does the debate over 
privacy issues. Local 
law enforcement is 
taking note. 
  Fenton Police Chief 
Rick Aro said they’ve 
had a few complaints of 
drones from residents 
regarding where the 
drone was being flown. 

Police enforce statutes that may involve 
drones, including violations regarding 
noise, disturbance, and privacy.  
  “Statutes specific to drones would be 
reckless use, failing to correctly register 
a drone used for commercial purposes, 
operation in a restricted area too close to 
an airport, other aircraft or in controlled 
airspace,” Aro said. 
  Police have issued violations when 
people fly drones in a neighbor’s yard, 
too close to the house. 
  The Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA), which released a set of rules 
for drones in June 2016, regulates the 
classification and use of drones used for 
all reasons besides hobby or recreational 
use, according to Aro. (See sidebar)
  However, you don’t need FAA approval 
to fly a drone for fun. According to the 
FAA, before flying a drone, you must 
register the drone if it weighs more than 
.55 pounds and less than 55 pounds, and 
label it with a registration number. 
  Operators must be a U.S. citizen or 
legal permanent resident, and at least 13 
years of age to register it. 
  For recreational use, drones must fly 
not above 400 feet and they must stay 
within the operator’s sight. Drones are 
not allowed near other aircraft, within 
five miles of airports without the airport’s 
permission, and they cannot fly over 
groups of people. 
  They are not allowed to fly over 

n The rules for 
using drones 
are different 
depending on 
if the operator 
is using for 
recreational 
purposes or 
for commercial 
purposes. 

‘‘ Statutes specific to 
drones would be ‘reckless 
use,’ ‘failing to correctly 
register a drone used for 
commercial purposes,’ 

‘operation in a restricted 
area too close to an 

airport, other aircraft or in 
controlled airspace.’’’Rick Aro

Fenton police chief 

stadiums or sporting events, near 
emergency response efforts such as fires, 
and operators are not allowed to fly their 
drone while under the influence. 
  Drones are also not allowed to fly near 
the Michigan Capitol, as of July 2015. 
Washington, D.C. is the most restricted 
drone area than any other part of the country, 
according to the FAA. The Special Flight 
Rules Area only allows drones within 15 
to 30 miles from Washington, D.C. under 
special circumstances. 

Federal Aviation Administration 
rules for commercial drones
• According to the FAA, pilots must 
hold a “remote pilot airman certificate” 
issued by the FAA for commercial use 
of a drone. 
• Unmanned aircraft must weigh 
less than 55 pounds, and the machine 
must remain close enough for the pilot 
to see it. Small, unmanned aircraft 
may not operate over any persons not 
directly participating in the operation, 
not under a covered structure, and not 
inside a covered stationary vehicle. 
• Drones may only be operated 
during daylight hours, or 30 minutes 
before official twilight to 30 minutes 
after sunset. They cannot get in the 
way of other aircraft. 
• Operators are allowed to fly 
drones at a maximum ground speed 
of 100 mph with an altitude of 400 
feet above ground. They cannot be 
flown from a moving aircraft or from a 
moving car unless the area is sparsely 
populated. 
• Operators cannot drive them 
recklessly, and the drone cannot carry 
hazardous materials. 
• Drones are allowed to carry pack-
ages as long as the package is se-
curely attached and does not adverse-
ly affect the flight characteristics of 
the aircraft. If the drone is being used 
for hire, the aircraft and cargo cannot 
weigh more than 55 pounds total. 

These rules do not apply to drone delivery 
operations using autonomous technology 
because they don’t use human pilots, ac-
cording to theverge.com.

HOT LINE CONTINUED


SPIT OUT THOSE sour grapes, you liber-
als. Make nice like the Republicans did for 
the last eight years. How can you be so 
sure that a liberal smashed windows and 
burned up vehicles?



IF YOU WANT to read delusional, go back 
and read your Wednesday edition of the 
Times. That’s delusional. 



YOU SAY HE’S draining the swamp, I say 
he’s filling it with sharks, alligators, and 
piranhas. 



MOST U.S. CITIZENS believe in put-
ting the U.S. first but our new president 
is implementing that principle in such an 

abrasive manner that he seems to be 
declaring war on the world. When the 
next big war starts, the U.S. may find itself 
without allies. 



I HAVE RAISED three daughters, all col-
lege educated, all very successful. I would 
have been extremely embarrassed if they 
would have marched in Washington, D.C. 



THE WOMEN’S MARCH in Washington 
was all about rights. The right to abort 
babies, the rights of gays, lesbians and 
transgenders, the rights of immigrants to 
come here and steal jobs and kill people, 
and the rights of Muslim terrorists to come 
here and kill people.  



MEMBER # _______________________            DATE _______________________

Transfer a credit card balance 
to Dort Federal’s Visa Platinum 
ScoreCard Rewards Card and

AMOUNT OF TRANSFER  $__________________________

Balances must be transferred from a non-Dort Federal card to a new Dort  

Federal Visa Platinum Credit Card. One Scorecard Bonus Point is given for  

every $1 transferred up to 10,000 points. Other rules and restrictions may  

apply. Offer good through December 31, 2016.

dortonline.org

To get started, open your Dort 
Federal Credit Union account online  
at dortonline.org, or stop by one  
of our offices. We’ll have you enjoying 
the benefits of belonging in no time!

 theSavings!
Join&Enjoy

JOIN TODAY AND TAKE ADVANTAGE  

OF THIS GREAT OFFER!

No duplicates or reproduced coupons will be accepted. Coupon must be 
presented at any Dort Federal Credit Union office.
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our town

•	Mother of two  
	 sets of twin girls 
	 and two stepsons
•	Newlywed
•	Occupational therapist 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823

Please tell us about your twins. 
  I am a mother of two sets of iden-
tical twin girls. I have been blessed 
to have such a unique and wonder-
ful situation. My daughters are now 
20, the older set are Gabrielle and 
Abigail. The younger set, Arianna 
and Alaina are 15. They are all very 
close. In fact, my older daughters are 
studying the same major in college 
and they plan to be in business to-
gether when they graduate. They are 
attending Michigan State University. 
My younger two are also very con-
nected and they, too, are inseparable. 
They are sophomores at Fenton High 
School. I remember the second time 
around requesting the ultrasound 
technician’s credentials, because I 
was certain she had made a mistake. 
Tell us about the rest of your family.
  I was widowed in 2007, when my 
husband unexpectedly passed away 
from a brain hemorrhage. I have essen-
tially single-parented these girls since 
then. Believe me, my life has not been 
easy, but it has been blessed. I truly 
have the opinion that ‘everything hap-
pens for a reason.’ My daughters and I 
are very close and we have an amazing 
bond. We learned to work as a team and 
support each other during these times.
  However, the only thing that got 
me through was my faith in God. I am 
recently remarried to a wonderful man 
who served our country in the military 

for 14 years. He has 
two sons, so now we 
have six children and 
I finally got my boys. 
Our lives are very fun 
especially around the 
holiday time.
Describe some of your 
happiest times.
  Some of the best things 
I can recall when the girls were 
growing up is how funny and silly they 
are. Laughter in the car on the way 
home from school.
  Often, I was the odd man out be-
cause each set truly has their own 
language. They finish each other’s sen-
tences, have the same dreams and tell 
me the same stories one right after the 
other. They laugh at things just by look-
ing at each other because they truly can 
‘read each other’s thoughts.’ 
  Some recent happy moments are 
watching all six of the kids (girls and 
boys) play cards around the table dur-
ing the holidays, watch movies, play in 
the snow together. These are the things 
that truly matter.
What are some of the challenges with 
this family dynamic?
  There have been challenges raising 
the girls and working a full-time job. 
Balance is so important and I have been 
blessed to be able to have flexibility in 
my work schedule to be able to attend 
school events, sporting events. I have 
also relied on my supportive parents. 
Although raising the girls had its chal-
lenges, they are very good, smart, kind 
and loving children. 
  The biggest challenge for me was 
disciplining the girls. I always had two 
against one. If one told on the other, 

“Life for me 
is truly about living 
in the moment and 
being grateful for 

the gifts you 
have.”

Char Combs

TRI-COUNTY TIMES 
TIM JAGIELO

Char  Combs  i s 
passionate about her 
family, her work and 
God. She believes 

all things happen for 
a reason.

 Meet

CHAR 
COMBS

and I punished the one twin, the 
other twin would be angry at me for 
punishing her and then they would lit-
erally ‘gang’ up on me. It still happens 
to this day.
What do you do for a living? 
  I love what I do. I am an occupation-
al therapist. I work with children and 
adults who have sustained traumatic 
brain injuries and spinal cord injuries 

because of automobile accidents. I have 
worked in many settings, however, this 
is truly my passion. I love being able to 
make a difference and to serve. I truly 
believe that my gift is to serve and pro-
vide counsel, understanding and sup-
port to families and individuals whose 
lives have truly changed. 
  These are people who get up in the 
morning just like you and me, and then 
end up in a coma due to an accident. 
Their lives change in an instant.
Is this a paid or volunteer career? 
  I now have a private therapy practice 
and I do get paid to perform therapy 
for these individuals. However, I also 
volunteer at the Brain Injury Associa-
tion of Michigan and sit on the Michi-
gan Brain Injury Provider Council 
Board. So, although I get paid for direct 
therapy, all the advocacy that I do is 
voluntary. 
  One of the things that I have done 
on a few occasions is to reach out to 
individuals in the community that are 
going through a tragedy with a family 
member or friend. This is something 
I love to do for others without being 
paid. My payment is truly being able to 
see the family and their loved one get 
the services that they need. 
What do you like to do in your spare 
time?
  I love to travel and spend time with 
my girls, my boys and my husband. I 
do enjoy going for walks, boating and 
watching a good movie. Life for me is 
truly about living in the moment and 
being grateful for the gifts you have. 
One of my favorite quotes ‘Life is a 
gift. That is why we call it the present.’ 

In this moment . . .

AGENCY NAME
Town Name • 555-555-5555

website

Call or visit us:

It doesn’t matter if you saved money in 15 minutes. 

It doesn’t matter if your neighbor has the same insurance you do. 

What matters right now is the quality of your independent insurance agent and the 
company that stands behind them.

Auto-Owners Insurance is “Highest in Customer Satisfaction with the Auto Insurance Claims 
Experience, Five Years in a Row” according to J.D. Power and Associates. 

12793 (11-12)

Auto-Owners Insurance ranks highest among auto insurance providers in the J.D. Power and Associates 2008-2012 Auto Claims StudiesSM. 2012 study based on 12,508 total responses, ranking 26 insurance providers. Excludes those with claims only for 
glass/windshield, theft/stolen, roadside assistance or bodily injury claims. Proprietary results based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed November 2011-September 2012. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com.

BRAD HOFFMAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

“Serving the area for 45 years”
102 S. Leroy Street

Fenton, MI • 810-629-4991
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Check our website 
and coupon ads for specials.

NEW LOCATION! NOW LOCATED AT 
605 N. SAGINAW

HOLLY, MI
NEXT TO CARQUEST 

AUTO PARTS
(NORTH OF OUR 
OLD LOCATION)

E-mail questions to: 
askthemechanic@wilkinsonautorepair.com

248-634-5730
www.wilkinsonautorepair.com

Hours: Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm, Sat: 9am-3pm

Thomas, This definitely sounds like 
a vacuum leak to me and should 
be an easy find. Try pouring some 

water over the suspected area while the car 
is running. When you get to the leak you 
will notice that the sound changes and you 
should see it pulling the water in. Do not over 
do the water because if the vacuum leak is 
large enough it could pull in too much water 
and hydro-lock the engine! As far as the heat 
problem, this could be caused by the vacuum 
leak as well and fixing one may cure both.

A:

ASK THE
MECHANIC

Chris Wilkinson, 
Certified Mechanic

Q: I have a 1990 Grand Prix 3.1(non-
turbo). When my engine is started 
I get this extra loud whistle from 

the engine. It seems to be around the EGR 
valve. I thought it was busted so I changed 
it. I put the new one on and still a whistle. 
I’m not sure if it is a bad vacuum leak 
or not, but it seems like that is the only 
thing that it could be since I’ve already 
changed the EGR valve.  Could the EGR 
hose have a leak or PVC? The noise is 
literally unbearable. I’ve also noticed that 
my heat barely comes out of the defrost. 
It’s a light breeze and when switched to 
vent nothing comes out. Any suggestions 
or tips would help a lot!! Thanks.	- Thomas

MICHIGAN

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY

MichiganVotes.org is a free, non-partisan 
website created by the Mackinac Center for 

Public Policy to provide concise, non-partisan, 
plain-English descriptions of every bill and vote 
in the Michigan House and Senate. This report 

was released Friday, Jan. 20.

The 99th Michigan Legislature met for 
the first time on Jan. 11. New officers 
were selected for the House, which 
has 42 new members. Senators are 
half-way through their four-year terms, 
and the Senate retained the same 
leadership.

House Resolution 2: Select House 
officers for the 99th Legislature
To elect House leaders for the 99th 
Michigan Legislature, including Rep. 
Tom Leonard, R-Dewitt, to be Speaker 
of the House. Democrats selected Rep. 
Sam Singh of East Lansing to be the 
House Minority leader. Minority Leader 
Singh seconded the motion to make 
Rep. Leonard the Speaker.
Passed unanimously by all members 
present
Rep. Hank Vaupel (R-Dist. 47) 	    YES
Rep. Joseph Graves (R-Dist. 51) 	     YES

Senate Resolution SR: Senators of 
the 99th Michigan Legislature
Names of the state senator or senators 
who represent districts in this area. 
Sen. David Robertson (R-Dist. 14) 	   YES
Sen. Mike Kowall (R-Dist. 15)   	  YES
Sen. Joe Hune (R-Dist. 22)	     YES
Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Dist. 27)	     YES
Sen. Ken Horn (R-Dist. 32) 	    YES

nOne driver taken to 
hospital with ankle injuries
 
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  Fenton Twp. — Emergency respond-
ers were at the scene of a three-vehicle 
crash just before 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 25 on North Fenton Road, approxi-
mately a half mile south of Thompson 
Road in Fenton Township. 
   Fenton Township Fire Department, 
Genesee County Sheriff’s deputies 
and STAT EMS responded to the ac-
cident. The section of the road was 
temporarily blocked off. Two of the 
three vehicles were on the road, sur-
rounded by debris. The third vehicle 
was in the grass, yards away. All three 
vehicles sustained damage.
   Fenton Township Fire Chief Ryan 
Volz said the vehicle on the grass 
was “destroyed” in the accident, and 
firefighters had to extract the driver 
from her vehicle. She was the only 
person in the vehicle and suffered minor 
injuries to her ankle.

   “That’s our biggest injury,” Volz said.
  The cause of the crash is unknown 
at this time. The Times will update this 
story as more information is available.    

MILD WEATHER MEANS FEWER 
CRASHES IN GENESEE COUNTY
  If it seems like there are fewer crashes 
this winter, you’re right. “Absolutely,” 
said Genesee County Undersheriff Chris 
Swanson. “We’ve not had one pile up in 
the county, and that is refreshing.”
  He attributes this to better weather, 
and drivers getting better as the winter 
goes on. He said U.S. 23 is the most 
dangerous stretch of interstate — espe-
cially south of Hill Road. While lower 
in numbers, fatal crashes still happen. 
There was a multi-car fatal crash last 
week in Mundy Township. 
  City of Fenton Police Chief Rick Aro 
said that crashes in Fenton are down 
25-percent from 2016. 
  Holly has experienced the exact same 
number of crashes to date in December 
to January 26, which is 19. 
Media Editor Tim Jagielo contributed 
to this story.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | HANNAH BALL

Three vehicles were involved in a crash on Fenton Road, about a half mile south 
of Thomson Road, Wednesday, Jan. 25.

Three-vehicle crash on Fenton Road

VERA HOGAN’S ARTICLE about Barron 
Trump was disgusting. Telling him how to 
avoid being bullied was bullying him her-
self. Shame on her for attacking President 
Trump by attacking his young son.



WHY DOES EVERYONE have a problem 
with Putin? It’s an island in Lake Erie. I’ve 
been there. It’s called Putin Bay. 

nnn

HOT LINE CONTINUED REPUBLICANS COOPERATED WITH 
Obama? They stood against him on 
almost everything, intentionally. Whether 
they agreed with him or not, they stood 
against him. 

nnn

I BELIEVE IN what the Bible tells me just 
the way it says. ‘If you want God to receive 
your prayer, pray in the powerful name of 
Jesus. He will answer in his perfect time.’ 

nnn

I JUST RETURED from the inauguration 
in Washington. It just shows what U.S. 
citizens are really capable of doing. Had a 
wonderful time. 

nnn

I THINK THAT Linden has so much on 
the ball with planning a two-story building 
downtown that will fit in. It  will be nice that 
they will honor their history, unlike Fenton 
with their big four-story monstrosity. 

nnn

DOCUMENT
SHREDDING

Don’t Expose
Yourself!

Shred your 
important documents

$1 per pound

The UPS Store
17195 Silver Parkway

810-750-2920

SMOKING AGE
Continued from Front Page
  Commissioners also will be voting on 
whether to place the proposed 911 sur-
charge increase on the May 2 ballot. If 
approved by voters, the 911 surcharge 
fee will increase from $1.26 to $1.84 on 
monthly phone bills. 
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David Walker
Hartland Insurance 

Agency, Inc.
2532 N. Old US-23•Hartland•MI

810-632-5161

For Personal
& Commercial

Insurance

PET OUTDOORS
Continued from Page 3A
if there is not adequate shelter, food or 
water for an extended period of time in 
extreme weather conditions,” said Fenton 
Police Chief Rick Aro. 
  Proper shelter includes a dry, draft-
free structure large enough to allow 
comfortable movement, but small enough 
to hold in body heat. 
The floor should be 
raised a few inches 
off the ground and 
covered with cedar 
shavings or straw. 
The doorway should 
be covered with 
waterproof burlap or 
heavy plastic.
  “Different owners 
care for pets in 
varying degrees,” 
said Aro.
  He said that if 
there are obvious 
signs of abuse, such 
as injury, deplorable 
conditions, etc., call 
Genesee  County 
Animal Control at (810) 732-1660 or 
local law enforcement. “We would then 
call Animal Control,” said Aro. “It’s 
important to remember that the abuse 
and/or poor conditions must be apparent.” 
  In Fenton Township, the minute there 
is animal abuse complaint, Tom Hosie, 
code enforcement officer, is on it. 
  “Our ordinance requires that an animal 
has shelter and warm and dry bedding. 
If we have a complaint, we’ll go out 
and do an inspection at the home. I’ll 
go out and talk to 
the owners. I’ll 
investigate how 
often the dog is 
left outside, what 
is the shelter and 
is there a warm 
and dry bed? It’s 
not against the 
law to have a dog 
chained, as long 
as it has shelter 
and bedding.”
  According to 
Paul Wallace, 
director of Genesee County Animal 
Control, they get a lot of calls, especially 
this time of year.
  “We send Animal Control Officer 
teams out to investigate. The law says 
animals have to have food, water and 
shelter, and their tether needs to be a 

n In freezing cold 
weather, dogs and 
cats need to be 
protected from the 
harsh elements, 
meaning they should 
spend most of their 
time indoors. If you 
suspect abuse, 
speak up by calling 
law enforcement 
or other county 
agencies. 

minimum of three times their body 
length. That leaves quite a bit of ‘wiggle 
room’ as to what is adequate shelter, and 
‘abuse’ is a finding in a court of law.”
  “We look at the animal and its living 
conditions and can tell quite a bit about 
how it’s really doing and go from 
there. We will seize animals where it’s 
indicated, but we also carry straw bedding 

in the vans and will 
try to work with the 
owners, depending 
on what we find. 
It’s a pretty liquid 
definition and every 
situation is unique. 
What one person 
considers abuse may 
be perfectly lawful, 
even though we may 
not like it.”
  T h e  H u m a n e 
Society of Genesee 
County also has a 
part-time cruelty 
investigator to check 
on reports of neglect 
and cruelty to animals 
within the county. To 

file a complaint, you can email: cruelty@
geneseehumane.org or call (810) 744-0511.
  “We work together frequently,” said 
Wallace. “In the cases we’ve done 
together, Animal Control has taken the 
lead and we usually turn them over to 
the sheriff’s office for actual criminal 
complaints. It’s working well.”

Here’s how you can help
• Report what you see. Take note 
of the date, time, exact location and 
type of animals involved. Write down 
as many details as possible. Video and 
photographic documentation of the 
animal, location, surrounding area (even 
a cell phone photo) will help bolster the 
case.
• Contact your local law 
enforcement, Genesee County Animal 
Control or Humane Society of Genesee 
County and present your complaint and 
evidence. Take detailed notes about 
whom you spoke with, dates, etc. Follow 
up in a few days if situation has not been 
remedied.

Source: The Humane Society of the United States

  Mission Point Management Services, 
LLC, a full-service healthcare and prop-
erty management company, has invested 
nearly $12 million into its newest facility, 
Mission Point Nursing & Physical Reha-
bilitation Center of Holly, a short-term 
transitional rehabilitation center, located 
in the village of Holly. 
  According to the owner, Roger Mali, 
the 35,000-square-foot center will create 
75 local jobs and accommodate patients 
of all ages with both short and longer-term 
nursing and rehabilitation needs. 
  Focusing on physical and occupa-
tional therapy, Mission Point Nursing 
& Physical Rehabilitation Center will 

serve patients in their transition be-
tween the hospital and home. 
  The new 66-bed nursing and physical 
rehabilitation center is at 313 Sher-
wood, just three miles west of I-75 It is 
the former site of Holly Convalescent 
Center. Mission Point purchased the 
former nursing home in 2015 and tore 
it down to make way for the new center. 
  “We know that we can never replace 
home,” said Mali. “But that has been 
our target. We know that the more 
comfortable we can make a patient, 
the quicker we can help them recover.” 
  For more information, call (248) 
577-2632.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Guests who attended the ribbon-cutting ceremony for Mission Point Nursing & 
Rehabilitation Center in Holly head to their cars following the new 35,000-square-
foot facility’s open house. 

Mission Point Nursing & Physical 
Rehabilitation Center opens in Holly

ANIMAL ABUSE  
IS A CRIME

It’s a misdemeanor 
crime, punishable by 
a fine of up to $500, 

plus the cost of 
prosecution and/or 
imprisonment in jail 
for up to 90 says.

HOT LINE CONTINUED
I THINK IT’S kind of hilarious the 
way the Republicans are accusing 
the Democrats of doing the same 
things they’ve all been doing for the 
past eight years. 

nnn

IF YOU’VE HAD a heart attack and 
you’re taken to the hospital, make 
sure the plates on your car are cur-
rent because Argentine Township will 
impound you. 

nnn

THE DUMP TRUMP movement is 
understandable. But without Trump, 
the Vice President Mike Pence would 
be in charge. Pence has been against 
women’s rights and gay rights for de-
cades. Be careful what you wish for.  

nnn

I CAN SEE and read your paper is 
changing. Vera thinks highly of her 
opinion and needs to tread softly. Mr. 
Rockman would be rolling in his grave.

MAD RIVER THEATER

                 
JACKIE 

ROBINSON 
STORY

The

THE WHITING PRESENTS

1241 E. KEARSLEY ST.
FLINT  I  MICHIGAN  I  48503
GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY! 
(810) 237-7333

FEB. 2    

7PM
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What’s the Best Thing for
Back Pain and Sciatica
Are you suffering from back 
pain or sciatica? Then it’s likely 
your biggest problem is pain. But 
there’s another major problem: 
bad information.
     To end back pain and sciatica 
misery you must have the right 
information. Pay close attention 
because I’m going to destroy 
MYTHS and give you the 
FACTS.
    MYTH: Back pain and 
sciatica will just “go away” with 
some rest. 
    FACT: If you are dealing with 
back pain, buttock pain or leg 
pain, then you must seek help 
from a specialist immediately. 
Left untreated, back pain and 
sciatica can lead to permanent 
nerve damage - and lifelong pain.
    MYTH: Pain is the only 
problem associated with back 
pain and sciatica. 
    FACT: In severe cases, 
the nerve damage can lead to 
the inability to control your 
bowels or bladder - leading to 
embarrassing situations. 
   MYTH: You must take pain 
medications to deal with back 
pain and sciatica. 
    FACT: Drugs like muscle 
relaxants, pain killers, narcotics, 
antidepressants, and anti-seizure 
medications have serious potential 
side-effects and do not cure the 
root cause of the problem.
    MYTH: “I must have done 
something wrong to get this pain.”
    FACT: Physical work or 
simply sitting at a desk for long 
periods can lead to back pain 
and sciatica. Accidents and 
trauma can also be the culprits. 
Pregnancy can be a cause. It can 
affect anyone including super 
fit celebrities like Tiger Woods, 
Sylvester Stallone, and British 
Olympic medalist Ian Wynne.
  MYTH: Stop exercising and 
get several weeks of bed rest to 
overcome the pain. 
   FACT: Staying active can help 
to relieve back or sciatic pain and 
prevent the pain getting worse. 

Staying inactive in bed could 
be the worst advice - based on a 
recent study in the Netherlands.    
MYTH: Back  pain & sciatica 
require surgery.  
    FACT: NO! There’s been 
a huge breakthrough in the 
treatment of sciatica and lower 
back pain. It’s a new 
procedure called 
Non-Surgical 
Re-Constructive 
Spinal Care. 
The excellent 
results from 
this treatment 
have been 
published 
in major 
medical 
journals. 
Success 
rates are up to 
88% on average.
     MYTH: “There’s 
nothing anyone can 
really do. I’m just stuck 
with this for the rest of 
my life.”
    FACT: With the 
correct treatment from 
a healthcare professional 
who specializes in the 
problem, you can find 
relief from the root cause - 
and the symptoms. 
     MYTH: Getting back 
pain & sciatica properly 
diagnosed is expensive. 
     FACT: Not true. 
Dr. James Ide who is a 
specialist in Back Pain 
& Sciatica is right here 
locally in Fenton MI. Dr. 
Ide has agreed to offer 
our readers an initial 
consultation for Just $37, 
the normal cost of such 
an exam is $195 so you 
will save $158! 

The spine specialist at 
Painless Chiropractic have 

teamed up with the local news 
to help readers find relief from 
their persistent back and sciatic 

pain. in or near Genesee County. 
Dr. James Ide is one of 
Michigans leading back pain 
and sciatica specialist. His 
team of fully-trained spinal 
care specialists have helped 
thousands of patients find 
relief from agonising back 

pain and sciatica. It’s 
one of the few specialty 

medical offices in 
the US to use and 
be certified in 
Non-Surgical Re-

Constructive Spinal 
Care.

     This procedure 
does not require 
a hospital stay. 
The focus is on 
finding - and 
correcting - the 
original cause 

of the back pain 
and/or sciatica.  
     According 
to Dr. Ide, the 

clinical leader 
of Painless 
Chiropractic  
“We use a 
combination of 
ultra-advanced 
technology, 
for precisely 
diagnosing 
the cause 
of your low 

back pain and 
sciatica and 

work to correct it. 
This means superior 

long-term results for 
most people.”

Almost Immediate 
Improvements

Because the 
treatment is non-
surgical, safe, and 
easy, most patients 

report an almost 
immediately improvement from 
their back pain. 
     Patient Jeff P. from Flushing 
wrote, “My back pain was 

unbearable but the worst thing 
was the searing burning pain 
I felt in my buttock and leg... my 
wife insisted I see Dr. Ide. I’m 
95% better in just a couple of 
weeks.”
    End your suffering call 
now and mention the code 
TCT0217 and Dr. Ide will 
happily reduce his usual 
consultation and exam fee of 
$195 to just $37.
     The team of spine therapy 
specialists at Painless 
Chiropractic are making a big 
effort to help readers find relief 
from their persistent back and 
sciatic pain.
     Your first step is a thorough 
examination with Dr. Ide at his 
Fenton clinic where you will find 
out the root cause of your pain.
     Call 810-618-6380 to schedule 
your appointment. Mention this 
article (CODE: TCT0217) and the 
clinic will happily reduce the usual 
consultation fee to just $37.
     Only 100 reader 
consultations are available at 
this exclusively discounted 
rate. When asked why he was 
offering such a discount Dr. Ide 
replied “No one deserves to live 
in pain, it affects not only their 
lives but the lives of everyone 
they come into contact with”.  
Call now for your full and 
thorough examination to 
pinpoint the cause of your 
problem for just $37 at 810-
618-6380 mention this ad and 
cut out or tear off this valuable 
article and take it to your 
appointment. You’ll be on your 
way to safe, lasting relief!
     You can even call on the 
weekend and leave a message on 
their answering machine to secure 
your spot and they promise to 
return all calls. During the week 
staff can be very busy helping 
patients so if they don’t pick up 
be sure to leave a message.  
     Call 810-618-6380  NOW. 
and quote this special discount 
code: TCT0217

Paid Advertisement
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‘‘ ...investigates the 
phone numbers and 

addresses …they turn 
away almost as many ads 

as they accept.’’

CRAIGSLIST
Continued from Front Page 
however, that make Craigslist a par-
ticularly attractive platform to would-be 
killers and other criminals.
  First, Craigslist allows users to operate 
in total or near-total anonymity, meaning 
that they can both pretend to be just about 
anyone and can expect to meet a range of 
potential victims. 
  Second, unlike newspaper ads, Craig-
slist postings don’t require leaving a 
phone number — or even a name.
  Craigslist also is seen as having a 
“legitimate commercial purpose” that 
causes users to 
be willing to take 
more risks, and 
tolerate suspicious 
behavior because 
there’s money on 
the table.
  Categories on 
Craigslist cover 
just about every product or service out 
there, from housing to job postings, items 
for sale, services and personals. Its main 
premise is that transactions can take place 
between buyers and sellers on a one-on-
one basis, making an initial contact via 
e-mail, and then followed up by a phone 
call and a meeting time to make the sale.
  While its origins were noble when 
founder Craig Newmark set out to create 
a “community,” matching buyers and 
sellers in a noncommercial, nontradi-
tional way, today’s Craigslist has a “love/
hate” relationship with its users, mostly 
because of the negative aspects of doing 
business with a non-secure entity.
  One thing many worry about when 
dealing with Craigslist is ‘scams.’ Most of 

the scams blamed on Craigslist are far less 
serious than murder or sexually deviant 
behavior, but they are still annoying and 
potentially harmful. 
  Some of the scams include fake money 
or checks passed onto sellers, bait-and-
switch schemes, “phishing” schemes to 
obtain personal information, as well as 
identity theft.
  There are safer, more secure ways to 
advertise goods and services. Classified 
advertising in newspapers provides a 
secure environment for both the buyer 
and seller, because the person placing 
the ad has been screened before the ad 

ever gets into the 
newspaper.
  The Tri-County 
Times, for exam-
ple, investigates 
phone numbers 
and addresses to 
make sure an ad 
is coming from a 

trusted source. They turn away almost 
as many ads as they accept. 
  The incidences of scamming have 
skyrocketed in the past several years, but 
Times’ readers are protected from these 
scams before they ever reach the pages 
of the newspaper.
  Some of the more popular scams that 
classified ad departments like the Tri-
County Times face everyday are from 
work-at-home scams, bogus bulldog 
ads for sale from unscrupulous breeders, 
motorcycle sale scams, etc.
  The Times receives up-to-date infor-
mation on scams from trade organizations 
like the Michigan Press Association on a 
regular basis. They are able to avoid these 
scams so that you don’t have to.

COMPILED BY VERA HOGAN

LOOKING
BACK 

at this week in

NATIONAL HISTORY

JAN. 29
1979: Brenda Spencer, 16, kills two men 
and wounds nine children as they enter 
the Grover Cleveland Elementary School 
in San Diego. Spencer blazed away 
with rifle shots from her home directly 
across the street from the school. 
After 20 minutes of shooting, police 
surrounded Spencer’s home for six 
hours before she surrendered. Asked for 
some explanation for the attack, Spencer 
allegedly said, “I just don’t like Mondays. 
I did this because it’s a way to cheer up 
the day. 

JAN. 30
1948: Mohandas Gandhi, the world’s 
chief advocate of non-violence, is 
assassinated in New Delhi by a terrorist 
sponsored by a right-wing Hindu militia 
group. The murder came only 10 days 
after a failed attempt on Gandhi’s life. 
Nathuram Godse, 39, shot the great 
Indian leader as he made his way 
through a small crowd to lead a prayer 
session.

JAN. 31
1990: The Soviet Union’s first 
McDonald’s fast food restaurant opens 
in Moscow. Throngs of people line up 
to pay the equivalent of several days’ 
wages for Big Macs, shakes, and 
French fries. The appearance of this 
notorious symbol of capitalism and the 
enthusiastic reception it received from 
the Russian people were signs that times 
were changing in the Soviet Union. 

FEB. 1
2003: The space shuttle Columbia 
breaks up while entering the atmosphere 
over Texas, killing all seven crew 
members on board. 

FEB. 2
1887: Groundhog Day, featuring a 
rodent meteorologist, is celebrated 
for the first time at Gobbler’s Knob in 
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania. According 
to tradition, if a groundhog comes out of 
its hole on this day and sees its shadow, 
there will be six more weeks of winter 
weather; no shadow means an early 
spring.

FEB. 3
1959: Rising American rock stars Buddy 
Holly, Ritchie Valens and J.P. “The Big 
Bopper” Richardson are killed when 
their chartered Beechcraft Bonanza 
plane crashes in Iowa a few minutes 
after takeoff from Mason City on a flight 
headed for Moorehead, Minnesota. 
Investigators blamed the crash on bad 
weather and pilot error. Holly and his 
band, the Crickets, had just scored a No. 
1 hit with “That’ll Be the Day.”

FEB. 4
1974: Patty Hearst, the 19-year-old 
daughter of newspaper publisher 
Randolph Hearst, is kidnapped from her 
apartment in Berkeley, California, by two 
black men and a white woman, all three 
of whom are armed. Her fiance, Stephen 
Weed, was beaten and tied up along 
with a neighbor who tried to help. Three 
days later, the Symbionese Liberation 
Army (SLA), a small U.S. leftist group, 
announced in a letter to a Berkeley radio 
station that it was holding Hearst as a 
“prisoner of war.” Four days later, the 
SLA demanded that the Hearst family 
give $70 in foodstuffs to every needy 
person from Santa Rosa to Los Angeles. 

Source: history.com

FEBRUARY SPECIAL
The Times is offering a February 
special for classified ad liners. 
For just $5, you can get your 

liner in two issues, Sunday and 
Wednesday, or Wednesday 

and Sunday with 15 words. Any 
additional words will be 10 cents 
each. To take advantage of this 

generous offer, call (810) 629-8194. 

212 W. Silver Lake Rd. Fenton
www.fentonvision.com

810-629-3070

• MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED
• LATE EVENING APPOINTMENTS 
• WEEKEND APPOINTMENTS

No Insurance • No Problem!

Dr. Cynthia L. Cupal, 
O.D., F.A.A.O., Diplomate, 

American Board of 
Optometry

Dr. Juan Alvarado, 
O.D., Diplomate, 

American Board of 
Optometry

Now Accepting Apple Pay & Samsung Pay

SHOWTIMES VALID 
FRI 1/27/17 - THUR 2/2/17

Online tickets and showtimes

SHOWTIMES: 810-695-5000
1 Mile N. of I-70 on Holly Rd. in Grand Blanc

NCG TRILLIUM CINEMAS
www.NCGmovies.com

$5.00 TICKETS EVERYDAY
Rate valid for most movies. All Day TUES• Mon, 

Wed and THUR s before 6 • FRI-SUN before noon. 
$5.00 rate not valid on Real D 3D, IMAX or 12:00 shows. 

Real D 3D films additional $2.00.

STARTING THUR FEB 2

CONTINUING

STARTING FRI JAN 27

*Due to movie company policies no passes are accepted.
@ No $5 rate available. • # No $5 TUES evening rate.

 #*2D RESIDENT EVIL: THE 
FINAL CHAPTER (R) 

FRI-SAT 10:35  3:40  8:50 11:20 
SUN-WED 10:35  3:40  8:50 

THUR 10:35  3:40  8:50 11:20 
@*3D RESIDENT EVIL: THE 

FINAL CHAPTER: REALD 3D (R) 
FRI-THUR  1:10  6:15 

*A DOGS PURPOSE (PG) 
FRI-SAT 10:25 11:40  2:00  4:25  

6:50  9:15 11:40 
SUN-WED 10:25 11:40  2:00  

4:25  6:50  9:15 
THUR 10:25 11:40  2:00  4:25  

6:50  9:10 11:40 
*GOLD (R) 

FRI-SAT 10:50  1:35  4:20  7:05 
 9:50 11:55 

SUN-WED 10:50  1:35  4:20  7:05  9:50 
THUR 10:50  1:35  4:20  7:05 

9:50 11:55 
@*RESIDENT EVIL: THE 

FINAL CHAPTER: AN IMAX 3D 
EXPERIENCE (R) 

FRI-SAT 11:30  2:05  4:35  
7:10  9:40 11:55 

SUN-WED 11:30  2:05  4:35  7:10  9:40 
THUR 11:30  2:05  4:35  7:10  9:40 11:55 
2D MOANA (SING-A-LONG) (PG)

FRIDAY - THUR 12:15 05:05
 

*RINGS (PG13)
THUR  7:20  9:45 12:05 

 *THE SPACE BETWEEN US (PG13) 
THUR  7:00  9:40 12:05

*SPLIT (PG13) 
@*3D XXX: THE RETURN OF 

XANDER CAGE: REALD 3D (PG13) 
*2D XXX: THE RETURN OF 

XANDER CAGE (PG13) 
THE BYE BYE MAN (PG13) 

SLEEPLESS (R) 
PATRIOTS DAY (R) 
LIVE BY NIGHT (R) 

2D MONSTER TRUCKS (PG) 
HIDDEN FIGURES (PG)
#2D UNDERWORLD: 

BLOOD WARS (R)  
LA LA LAND (PG13) 

FENCES (PG13) 
WHY HIM (R) 
2D SING (PG) 

#2D PASSENGERS (PG13) 
2D ROGUE ONE: A STAR 

WARS STORY (PG13)
2D MOANA (PG) 

View stories at
tctimes.com
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CRIME STOPPERS
Continued from Front Page
  Brueger, who was 31 at the time, was 
shot four times in the back while she 
was jogging on Fish Lake Road in Rose 
Township. An avid runner, Brueger was 
on one of her daily 10-mile jogs that day. 
  Her killer remains at large, even though 
a $5,000 reward has been offered by the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(ATF), and $5,000 through Crime Stop-
pers for information leading to an arrest.
  According to Shirley Schuler, com-
munications manager for Crime Stoppers 
of Michigan, the $5,000 is given for 
information that leads to an arrest, not 
an arrest and conviction.
  “A conviction could take years,” 
Schuler said. Crime Stoppers wants 
anonymous tipsters to get their cash 
reward faster than 
that. 
  Schuler said that 
if a tip leads to an 
arrest in a hit and 
run, missing person 
or homicide case, 
Crime Stoppers will 
be up to $2,500. 
Tips leading to an 
arrest on other, less 
severe crimes, will pay out up to $1,000, 
she said. 
  Crime Stoppers takes donations from 
the public, too. “What we can do is take 
dollars donated and create a joint rewards 
contract with that person,” Schuler said. 
“They can designate the crime they want 
their money to help solve.” 
  This means donors can designate their 
dollars toward the reward money for 
information leading to an arrest in the 
Brueger case. 
  “With a joint rewards contract, if the 
case isn’t solved in a year, the donor can 
take his or her money back out or donate 
it to Crime Stoppers. 
  “When you see a Crime Stoppers TV 
commercial and it says the reward is up 
to $50,000, for example, that extra money 
is coming from other sources and joint 
rewards contract donors,” said Schuler. 
  While not all tips result in an arrest, 
the public can provide tips that may get 
a local crime solved and a dangerous 
person off the streets.
  And, it’s all done anonymously. Any-
one with a tip they think may lead to the 
arrest of someone responsible for com-
mitting a crime, need only to call 1 (800) 
SPEAKUP, or visit the Crime Stoppers 
website at 1800speakup.org.
  When you submit a tip through Crime 
Stoppers, you and your information is 
always 100 percent anonymous. When 
you call their tip line, it goes to their Call 
Center in Canada. They do this to ensure 
that your voice will not be recognized. 

‘‘… I am politely asking 
anyone who took down 
my daughter’s poster to 
please put it back up so 
we can find her killer.’’Nikki Brueger
Mother of murder victim Alexandra Brueger

There is no caller ID and no recording.
  When you call, you do not give your 
name, or any other personal information. 
You are given a pin number, and that is 
your identity. After you have given the 
operator your tip, you will be instructed 
to call back to see if your tip leads to an 
arrest. Crime Stoppers can’t contact you 
because they don’t have your name or 
number.
  When Crime Stoppers receive tips, 
they process them and send them to 
the law enforcement officers who are 
involved in that case, who will then 
investigate those tips. If the tips lead to 
an arrest, the officers or detectives will 
inform Crime Stoppers, and the tipster 
will be eligible for a cash reward.
  Again, in order to find out if your tip 
led to an arrest, you must call back with 

the right tip num-
ber because there 
is no way for them 
to contact you.
  After you call 
back with your tip 
number and find 
out that you are 
entitled to a cash 
reward, you will 
be told where to go 

and who to ask for to pick up your cash 
reward. These places are normally banks, 
which partner with Crime Stoppers. This 
way you look like everyone else, and the 
bank will respect Crime Stoppers’ proce-
dures to keep you anonymous.
  In order to receive your cash reward, 
you must have the correct ID number, and 
know the correct amount of cash that you 
are entitled to. Once you ask for the right 
person, give them the right information, 
you will be given an envelope filled with 
cash — that’s it. 
  Television isn’t Crime Stoppers’ only 
avenue for finding tipsters. When a crime 
is particularly localized, they may put 
up a billboard in that area or post flyers. 
  Crime Stoppers processes all tips, 
whether the case is promoted on TV or not.
  Nikki Brueger, Ally’s mother, said she 
and her sisters delivered Crime Stoppers 
posters regarding her daughter’s murder 
to businesses and public places in and 
around Holly. 
  Because that took place around Christ-
mas 2016, some places took down the 
poster to put up holiday decorations.
  “I understand that, I really do,” said 
Nikki. “But it is Crime Stoppers’ hope 
that posters stay up until the crime is 
solved. I am politely asking anyone who 
took down my daughter’s poster to please 
put it back up so we can find her killer.”
  To submit a tip about a local felony 
crime, call your local police department 
or call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-SPEAK-
UP or online at www.1800speakup.org.

HOT LINE CONTINUED

I WAS HAPPY to see Rick Koester voted 
as president of the school board. When 
he was in high school, he volunteered to 
help Big Brothers and Big Sisters. I was 
his caseworker and I was so impressed 
that a teenager had such a great heart for 
helping others in need. Go Rick.  

nnn

I WATCH AN hour of news a day, and I go 
between the channels to see what outlets 
are reporting. If you are only watching 
Fox News, you are not getting a full view 
of our world. They gloss over so much 
and give such few facts, that I’m afraid 
for viewers who don’t question things and 
don’t think for themselves.

nnn

FOR THE LIFE of me I can’t recall a 

single conservative behaving anything like 
the wild-eyed, shrieky women freaking out 
over Trump’s election when Obama won. 
The vast majority are women who simply 
won’t accept that their candidate lost. 
Perfect example of the difference between 
conservatives and liberals. How sad.

nnn

I AGREE THAT we Republicans have had 
sad, stern faces for eight years because 
we watched the debacle that Obama and 
Democrats created, which was destroying 
what we knew as America.  

nnn

SO DISAPPOINTED IN Trump. On his 
first full day as president, he tries to lie to 
the American people. Please don’t take 
his word as fact. Check multiple media 
outlets for the entire story. 

nnn

Patricia A. McGarry, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry

www.drmcgarry.com
810-735-9426 

200 Lindenwood Dr. • Linden
Mon.-Wed. 11am-7pm • Thurs. 8am-3pm 

Occasional Sat. 8am-Noon
WE’RE YOUR STATE-OF-THE-ART, 

HOME TOWN DENTAL CARE EXPERTS!

Something to
aboutSmile

Teeth Whitening

$100 Off
Expires 2/28/17

Not valid with any other offers

In Office

• Sales & Service Installation • Servicing all makes & models • Heat pumps • Boilers • Furnaces

Schedule your furnace cleaning today!

FREE ESTIMATE & HEATING 
SYSTEM ANALYSIS 

409 E. Caroline, Fenton • 810-629-4946 • www.davelambheating.com

Providing quality 
products & service 

you can trust

We’re here 24/7! We Make House Calls!

 2016 ENTERPRISE OF THE YEAR AWARD
Recipient of the  Fenton Regional Chamber of Commerce

3000 Owen Rd. @ US-23 in Fenton • 810-629-3350www.canever.com

SERVICE HOURS
Monday: 7am - 8pm 
Tues - Fri: 7am - 6pm 
Saturday: 8am - 2pm 
Sunday: CLOSED

100% customer satisfaction 
is our top priority! 

Vic Canever proudly services all Chevy, Pontiac, Buick and GMC vehicles!

Winter 
is here... 

is your car 
ready?THE CANEVER ADVANTAGE

BRING IN ANY SERVICE/REPAIR ESTIMATE 
FROM ANY OTHER FACILITY AND

(With parts of equal value)
5%

WE'LL BEAT  
ANYBODY BY

Please present at write up. Expires 2-28-17. FPTCT

YOUR INSURANCE 
DEDUCTIBLE

BODY SHOP COUPON

$150 OFF
Please present at write up. Expires 2-28-17. FPTCT

❏ Tires     ❏ Batteries  ❏ Coolant Flush

SERVICE COUPON

Please present at write up. Expires 2-28-17. FPTCT

$10 OFF
ANY MAINTENANCE SERVICE 

INCLUDES FLUID SERVICES, TUNE-UPS, 
ALIGNMENTS, BRAKES, FUEL SYSTEM 
SERVICES, 4X4 SERVICES AND MORE

Excludes oil changes

  To check for open recalls 
visit our website at 

www.viccaneverchevy.com/GMRecalls.

2 year 24K 
mile warranty 

on all customer 
pay repairs Great customer waiting area. Service 

was very quick.  
— Gary H. of Byron

So kind and quick.  
— Daniel T. of Fenton

Michele and the team did an amazing 
job of taking care of my car when so 
much went wrong at once.  

 — Nichelle C. of Linden

BONUS COUPON

YOU SPEND THIS:                      
$50.00-$99.99
$100.00-$199.99
$200.00-$299.99
$300.00-$399.99
$400.00-$499.99

 YOU SAVE THIS:
$5.00

$10.00
$20.00
$30.00
$40.00

Please present at write up. Expires 2-28-17. FPTCT
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EXECUTIVE ORDERS ISSUED by vari-
ous presidents: Nixon-346, Gerald Ford-
169, Carter-320, Reagan-381, George 
H. W.-166, Clinton-364, George W.-291, 
Obama- 276. 

  nnn

ON DAY ONE, Donald Trump signed 
three executive orders already. 

nnn

‘WAR IS PEACE. Freedom is slavery. 
Ignorance is strength.’ Really pushing that 
last one, aren’t you Mr. President? Stop 
trying to make America like ‘1984.’

nnn

VERA HOGAN’S COLUMN in the 
Sunday paper was disappointing. She 
was really attacking Donald Trump under 
the guise of speaking to his son. Did she 
criticize Obama’s daughters, tell them to 
be normal kids? There have been children 
in the White House since JFK.

nnn

I BET THE restaurants and hotels in D.C. 
are really raking in the money. They don’t 
want these protests to end because their 
hotels and restaurants are full. 

nnn

HEY VERA, I’M just saying. Leave Barron 
Trump alone. Everyone knows presidential 
children are off limits. We’ve known that 
since the Carter administration. 

nnn

RIGHT ON, HELLER. I, too, have the abil-
ity to spot a shyster at first glance. 

nnn

BEING A GOOD person does not depend 
on your religion, status in life, race, skin 
color, political views or culture. It depends 
on how you treat others. 

nnn

THE REAL REASON Donald Trump was 
elected is in the Bible. It says ‘and my 
people who are called by our name will 

HOT LINE CONTINUED humble himself and call on me. I will be in 
their midst.’

nnn

AS A FORMER teacher, I am angry and 
appalled that the teachers union would 
use students in their protests against 
DeVos for the education head. If they 
want to protest, that’s fine, but students 
were standing outside the school because 
teachers took the day off school. 

nnn

IT’S REFRESHING TO read that Heller is 
aging in dog years. Perhaps that will serve 
to accelerate his departure. 

nnn

WELL, I GUESS that womanizing, adu-
lating, promiscuity, and having multiple 
wives are OK if you’re Republican. 

nnn

PALM SPRINGS, ISN’T that where all the 
old mobsters go to die when they retire? 

nnn

THE TRUMP ERA begins today and there 
is a new sense of hope and a spirit of 
patriotism.   

nnn

AS OF YESTERDAY, Obama commuted or 
pardoned sentences for 1,815 criminals. He 
pardoned a Puerto Rican revolutionary who 
murdered four businessmen in New York 
City. He pardoned Chelsea Manning who 
divulged 700,000 military secrets putting 
our military operations at risk. 

nnn

DONALD TRUMP DID not raise FHA 
rates. He did not allow the decrease be-
cause it was inflationary and it was a last 
ditch political move by Obama to disrupt 
the FHA department. 

nnn

I CAN’T BELIEVE you Republicans are 
so sensitive. Vera Hogan wrote a charm-
ing article, wishing that Barron Trump 
would have a good childhood. Nothing 
about it was offensive.

nNew video explains
how to use reusable, 
sturdy, eco-friendly covers 
for at-home storage
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  All Season Covers will show you how 
to save money and wear and tear on your 
RV storage whenever your recrea-
tional vehicle in not in use.
  Owner Greg Hoover has de-
veloped his own revolutionary 
pontoon/boat/RV cover system, 
manufactured right here in Fen-
ton.
  “It’s the same material we use 
for pontoon and boat storage, 
only with a different applica-
tion,” he said. “You can put the 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | VIDEO STILL

To view the All Season Covers video about RV storage, go to tctimes.com and click 
on the video tab.

All Season Covers can protect your RV

WATCH THE 
VIDEO 

AT TCTIMES.COM 
WITH THIS STORY

cover on your RV and take it off in less 
than 10 minutes, with no tools needed.”
  This new cover system gives RV 
owners an opportunity to park their RV 
outdoors in their yard, rather than pay-
ing expensive storage fees or taking up 
valuable space in the garage.
  Hoover has recently worked with 
ReelTimes Video, a division of the 
Tri-County Times, to present potential 
customers with the benefits and ease of 

his cover system in a new video. 
To view the video, go to tctimes.
com and click on the video tab.
  Hoover explains how the 
covers are designed to withstand 
snow loads, spring rains, summer 
heat and fall leaves that may pile 
up on your parked RV. 
  For more information, visit 
allseasoncovers.com, or call 
(810) 221-1840.

MOORE 
INSURANCE AGENCY

 1549 N. LeRoy Street, Lakewinds Plaza | Fenton
810-629-4179

*See store for details.

      Beat

The Winter Blues

PATIO
DOORS

$1,449
Installed

6’ Starting At

PROMO CODE: TCT117 DWwindows.com

810-250-7723
FREE ESTIMATES

8068 E. Court Street • Davison

Upgrade your home with energy 
efficient D&W windows.

WINDOWS
ORDER TODAY

AT 2016 PRICES!



SPONSORED BY:

TO ADOPT THESE ANIMALS PLEASE CALL:

810-629-0723

MEET

SPONSORED BY:

Who will take us 

MH E?O
MEET

9051 Silver Lake Rd., Linden

(810) 735-9487
NEW HOURS

Closed Monday • Tuesday 12-5 • Closed Wednesday
Thursday 12-7 • Friday 12-5 • Saturday 12-5 • Sunday 1-4

13575 Fenton Rd • Fenton • www.adoptapetfenton.com

Levi
I am a sweet 

Shepherd mix and 
would love an all- 

female home.

Georgia
I’m a chill young girl 

that would love a 
family to cherish.

PET GROOMING
by Auntie June from Linden
(810) 266-4883
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By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  The last time the Lake Fenton varsity girls 
basketball team faced off against the fourth-
ranked Hamady Hawks, the Blue Devils 
weren’t very competitive.
  The Blue Devils were crushed 81-27. 
  The last time Lake Fenton played a Gen-
esee Area Conference Red Division game, 
the results weren’t very pretty. The Blue 
Devils lost to Corunna 69-29 on Friday 
night.  In fact, the Blue Devils entered Tues-
day night’s game against conference leaders 
Hamady without a GAC Red Division vic-
tory while the Hawks were undefeated.
  This one was over before it started, right? 
Well, maybe not.
  The Blue Devils pulled off their biggest 
upset victory in recent memory capturing a 
thrilling 53-51 victory against Hamady at 
Lake Fenton High School.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | MARK BOLEN

Lake Fenton’s Hannah Garty attempts 
an off-balanced shot in a recent game. 
The Blue Devils defeated fourth-ranked 
Hamady 53-51 on Friday.

Lady Blue Devils shock 
fourth-ranked Hamady

Third-season LFLF gymnastics keeps on growing, gaining confidence

Sports

By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  Linden — There is no question the Lin-
den/Fenton/Lake Fenton co-op gymnastics 
team is a tight group.
  Go to one of their meets and that becomes 
obvious.
  The squad is always grouped together, 
cheering on their teammates during the rou-

tines. And when someone is competing on 
the floor exercise, it almost looks like a team 
exercise during some of the dance portions 
of the performances. That’s because it’s not 
uncommon to see the girls watching doing 
the routine from the sidelines right with their 
performing teammate.
  They are not only a close group, but they 
are a talented team as well. The group has 

won and placed high in many weekend 
meets and are routinely capturing victories 
in smaller dual or three-team competitions. 

  On Tuesday, the squad con-
tinued those trends, breaking 
their record for best score of all 
time in a triangular meet with 

a score of 142.10. The co-op 
team is on its third year 

and it’s only getting better.
  “We spend a lot of hours in the gym 
with each other, so we all learn a lot of each 
other’s routines,” third-year LFLF gymnast 
Miranda Stephens said. “We all get along 
well. It means a lot because we’ve been 
working hard to get where we are now the 
past few years.”
CONTINUED ONLINE AT  TCTIMES.COM

Eagles getting healthier, defeat Fenton

photo by 
David Troppens

nTigers’ improvement 
adds fuel back to the 
area wrestling rivalry
By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  Linden —  Jaylin Steedman has 
never been on a Linden wrestling 
squad that has lost to Fenton.
  The Linden senior didn’t that streak 
to end on Wednesday, and it didn’t.
  While the Fenton varsity wrestling 
team has shown tremendous improve-
ment during its first season with Brad 
Beverly at the helm, Steedman and 
his teammates had what was probably 
their best Metro League dual match of 
the season, defeating the Fenton Tigers 
48-25.
  “It felt pretty good to beat Fenton,” 
Steedman said. “They are our rivals 

and they haven’t beaten us my entire 
career. We expected a little more fight, 
but we came ready to wrestle and you 
can’t ask for anything more than that. I 
would say (it was our best Metro dual 
of the season).”
  Fenton actually entered the dual 
ahead of Linden in the standings, but 
after Linden’s victory both teams will 
enter the Metro League meet tied with 
a 3-4 record. One of the keys to the 
match is Linden’s health. The Eagles 
have had several key injuries through-
out the season, probably holding back 
their record more than most would’ve 
guessed at the start of the 
year. But now they are 
starting to get some 
of those wrestlers 
back into their 
l i n e u p 
and 

others healthier.
  “We are 10-10 right now but we are 
working and people are getting health-
ier,” Linden varsity wrestling coach 
Todd Skinner said. “We are coming to-
gether at the right time.
  “I expected to win this. We are a 
tough team and when we have every-
one in the lineup we are a tough team. 
We didn’t have everyone in the lineup 
yet. We hope it happens soon. I was 
pleased.”
  The Fenton-Linden rivalry is a big 
matchup in any sport, but in recent sea-
sons the Tigers haven’t been competi-
tive enough to really make the wrestling 
dual have that rivalry feel. That wasn’t 
the case on Wednesday at Linden High 
School. There was a large crowd and 
there was an intensity one would expect 
for a conference championship dual. 
And that feel is a credit to Fenton’s re-
cent rise in the wrestling ranks. 
  “We are doing some good things,” 
first-year coach Brad Beverly said. 
“We are much closer than we’ve been 
in the past. They are a good Linden 
team and they’ve been missing a lot 
of kids all year. But they got them 

back tonight.”
 

CONTINUED 
ONLINE AT  

TCTIMES.
COM

 

CONTINUED ONLINE AT
 TCTIMES.COM

Jordan 
Dawson

Linden’s Avery Jacobs 
(top) and Fenton’s Will 
Galvin battle in the two 

squad’s dual meet 
held at Linden High 

School on Wednesday. 
The Eagles won the 

dual 48-25.
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FENTON
14283 Fenton Road 
Fenton, MI 48430
810-629-1900

HOWELL
4193 E. Grand River Ave.

 Howell, MI 48843
517-545-4004

*Age and income requirements apply

Lease to own - take it home!
No Credit Required*

LEASE IT!

just text:

LEASE
to 96000

You could be approved 
on a new lease now*

*By texting the keyword LEASE, you agree to receive 
recurring autodialed marketing & promotional messages 
to your mobile number from Why Not Lease It and also 

agree to the program terms which may be reviewed 
before subscribing at go.whynotleaseit.com/mobileSHTC. 

Message & data rated apply. Recurring messaging & 
frequency may vary. Reply “STOP” or call 855-965-4669 
to cancel or opt out. Reply “HELP’ for info. Consent is not 

a condition of any lease purchase.

*Offer valid in store only. Minimum $199 in qualifying items required for lease. Lease application can be approved online. Products must be picked 
up in store. Lease payment amount and frequency will be determined at lease origination. No security deposit is required. TEMPOE, LLC dba Why 
Not Lease It is an independent service provider of the LEASE IT program and not an affiliate or licensee of Sears®  S or any other Sears Holding 
Corporation or affiliate. See associate for details.

• Apply now from your mobile phone for
 	 approval decision in seconds.
• Shop qualifying items for lease, ensuring 
	 total is $199 or more.
• Bring your approval code and items for
 	 lease to the register.

Owned and Operated by Jeff, Sharon and Tim Stone

Mon-Fri: 9:30am-7pm 
Sat: 9am - 6pm • Sun: 11am-4pm

Mon-Fri: 9:30am-7pm 
Sat: 9am - 6pm • Sun: 11am-4pm• OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK •
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EXPERTS

TM

®

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Sears Hometown Stores may be independently operated by authorized dealers of Sears Authorized Hometown Stores, LLC or by authorized franchisees of Sears Home Appliance Showrooms, LLC. The SEARS mark is a service mark of Sears Brands, LLC.

HTS 0129 FLYER AAE FF

IMPORTANT SPECIAL FINANCING/DEFERRED INTEREST DETAILS (when offered): Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the purchase balance is not paid in full within the promotional period or if you make a late payment. Minimum payments required. With credit approval, for qualifying 
purchases made on a Sears card (Sears Commercial One® accounts excluded) Sears Home Improvement AccountSM valid on installed sales only. Offer is only valid for consumer accounts in good standing; is subject to change without notice; see store for details. May not be combined with any other promotional offer. Sears 
cards: As of 7/6/2016, APR for purchases: VARIABLE 7.49%-27.49% OR NON-VARIABLE 14.00%-29.99%. Minimum interest charge: UP TO $2. See card agreement for details, including the APRs and fees applicable to you. Sears cards are issued by Citibank, N.A. APPLIANCE OFFERS: (1) Advertised savings range from 
5%-25%. (1,3) Bosch®, Whirlpool®, KitchenAid®, Maytag®, Amana®, LG® and Samsung® appliances limited to 10% off. Offers exclude Hot Buys, Super Hot Buys, Special Purchases, Jenn-Air®, Dacor, GE®, GE Profi le™, Dyson®, GE Café™, air conditioners, water heaters, water softeners, dehumidifi ers, clearance, closeouts 
and Everyday Great Price items. See store for additional exclusions. Offers good thru 1/30/17. (3) Cannot be combined with other Sears card discounts. Excludes Sears Commercial One® accounts and Outlet Stores. Sears Home Improvement AccountSM applies on installed merchandise only. (4) 12 months offer applies to 
appliances over $499 after discounts and coupons when you use a qualifying Sears card. See above for Important Special Financing/Deferred Interest Details. Excludes Outlet Stores. Offer good thru 1/30/17. On all appliances: Colors, connectors, ice maker hook-up and installation extra. *For Shop Your Way Members in 
participating stores. Local curbside delivery. Additional fees may apply. See store for details. TOOLS AND LAWN & GARDEN OFFERS: qAdvertised savings range from 5%-20%. Offer excludes Everyday Great Price items, clearance, closeouts, accessories, attachments, generators and snow throwers. Offer good thru 1/30/17. 
‡Advertised savings range from 5%-25%. FAMILY AND FRIENDS OFFER: (6) Offers exclude Hot Buys, Super Hot Buys, closeout and clearance items. Offers valid 1/29/17 and 1/30/17 only. EXTRA 10% OFF home appliances, home appliance protection agreements, mattresses, tools and tools protection agreements, lawn & 
garden and lawn & garden protection agreements, fi tness, game room & sporting goods, seasonal, patio furniture, grills, water softeners and fl oor care. 10% savings off regular and sale prices apply to merchandise only. May not be used to reduce a layaway or credit balance. Not valid on Super Hot Buys, Hot Buys, Special 
Purchases, Everyday Great Price items, Stearns & Foster, iComfort, iComfort Hybrid, Simmons Beautyrest Elite, Jenn-Air®, Dacor, GE®, GE Profi le™, GE Café™, Dyson®, home appliance accessories, vacuum accessories, laundry pedestals and gift cards. Bosch®, Whirlpool®, KitchenAid®, Maytag®, Amana®, LG®, Samsung®, 
Electrolux® and Electrolux Icon appliance brands limited to 10% off. Not valid on commercial orders or previous purchases. Tax and shipping not included. Available only at Sears Hometown Stores. Family & Friends offers valid for all stores all day Sunday, 1/29/17 and Monday, 1/30/17 only. We offer product warranty.

810-629-1900
Fenton, Michigan 48430
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AMERICA’S
APPLIANCE
EXPERTS

TM

®

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Sears Hometown Stores may be independently operated by authorized dealers of Sears Authorized Hometown Stores, LLC or by authorized franchisees of Sears Home Appliance Showrooms, LLC. The SEARS mark is a service mark of Sears Brands, LLC.

HTS 0129 FLYER AAE FF

IMPORTANT SPECIAL FINANCING/DEFERRED INTEREST DETAILS (when offered): Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the purchase balance is not paid in full within the promotional period or if you make a late payment. Minimum payments required. With credit approval, for qualifying 
purchases made on a Sears card (Sears Commercial One® accounts excluded) Sears Home Improvement AccountSM valid on installed sales only. Offer is only valid for consumer accounts in good standing; is subject to change without notice; see store for details. May not be combined with any other promotional offer. Sears 
cards: As of 7/6/2016, APR for purchases: VARIABLE 7.49%-27.49% OR NON-VARIABLE 14.00%-29.99%. Minimum interest charge: UP TO $2. See card agreement for details, including the APRs and fees applicable to you. Sears cards are issued by Citibank, N.A. APPLIANCE OFFERS: (1) Advertised savings range from 
5%-25%. (1,3) Bosch®, Whirlpool®, KitchenAid®, Maytag®, Amana®, LG® and Samsung® appliances limited to 10% off. Offers exclude Hot Buys, Super Hot Buys, Special Purchases, Jenn-Air®, Dacor, GE®, GE Profi le™, Dyson®, GE Café™, air conditioners, water heaters, water softeners, dehumidifi ers, clearance, closeouts 
and Everyday Great Price items. See store for additional exclusions. Offers good thru 1/30/17. (3) Cannot be combined with other Sears card discounts. Excludes Sears Commercial One® accounts and Outlet Stores. Sears Home Improvement AccountSM applies on installed merchandise only. (4) 12 months offer applies to 
appliances over $499 after discounts and coupons when you use a qualifying Sears card. See above for Important Special Financing/Deferred Interest Details. Excludes Outlet Stores. Offer good thru 1/30/17. On all appliances: Colors, connectors, ice maker hook-up and installation extra. *For Shop Your Way Members in 
participating stores. Local curbside delivery. Additional fees may apply. See store for details. TOOLS AND LAWN & GARDEN OFFERS: qAdvertised savings range from 5%-20%. Offer excludes Everyday Great Price items, clearance, closeouts, accessories, attachments, generators and snow throwers. Offer good thru 1/30/17. 
‡Advertised savings range from 5%-25%. FAMILY AND FRIENDS OFFER: (6) Offers exclude Hot Buys, Super Hot Buys, closeout and clearance items. Offers valid 1/29/17 and 1/30/17 only. EXTRA 10% OFF home appliances, home appliance protection agreements, mattresses, tools and tools protection agreements, lawn & 
garden and lawn & garden protection agreements, fi tness, game room & sporting goods, seasonal, patio furniture, grills, water softeners and fl oor care. 10% savings off regular and sale prices apply to merchandise only. May not be used to reduce a layaway or credit balance. Not valid on Super Hot Buys, Hot Buys, Special 
Purchases, Everyday Great Price items, Stearns & Foster, iComfort, iComfort Hybrid, Simmons Beautyrest Elite, Jenn-Air®, Dacor, GE®, GE Profi le™, GE Café™, Dyson®, home appliance accessories, vacuum accessories, laundry pedestals and gift cards. Bosch®, Whirlpool®, KitchenAid®, Maytag®, Amana®, LG®, Samsung®, 
Electrolux® and Electrolux Icon appliance brands limited to 10% off. Not valid on commercial orders or previous purchases. Tax and shipping not included. Available only at Sears Hometown Stores. Family & Friends offers valid for all stores all day Sunday, 1/29/17 and Monday, 1/30/17 only. We offer product warranty.
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COMPETITIVE CHEER
 Metro League jamboree at Swartz 
Creek: The Tigers were the top placers 
among the tri-county area squads, plac-
ing fourth with a team score of 654.14. 
Holly was fifth (625.08) while Linden was 
sixth (604.56). The Tigers had a 208.10 
in round one and a 176.64 in round two. 
They finished with a 269.40 in round 
three. Holly had a 206.10 in its first 
round and followed that with a 184.88 in 
round two. Holly had a 234.10 in round 
three. Linden’s best performance came 
in round three where the Eagles re-
corded a 257.50. They had a 189.20 and 
a 157.86 in round one and round two, 
respectively.

HOCKEY
 Fenton-Linden Griffins 9, Swartz 
Creek 0: Ian Crampton scored four 
goals as the Griffins blew out Swartz 
Creek 9-0. Heyden Justus had two goals 
while Dyland Meisch, Kyle Chowning 
and Jake Thompson had a goal each.
BOYS BASKETBALL
 Flushing JV 55, Linden 51: The 
Eagles pushed undefeated Flushing to 
overtime but eventually lost in the extra 
session. Travis Klocek hit a bucket with un-
der 30 seconds left in regulation to force 
overtime. Seeger DeGayner led all scorers 
with 18 poins while Kocek ended with 13 
points. Brendan Miller had eight points 
and Max James netted six.

PREP REPORT

By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  Don Pluta knew he liked 
his team when the wrestling 
season began in November.
  Now the rest of the Metro 
League knows why.
  The Holly varsity wrestling 
team (5-2) completed the dual 
portion of the Metro League 
season by beating Brandon 
39-27 on Wednesday, earning 
second place outright.
  “We are pleased. We are 
still disappointed with the 

loss to Flushing, but they 
out-wrestled us that night,” 
said Holly’s varsity wrestling 
coach Pluta. 
  “Obviously we recovered 
from that with what we did 
last weekend and what we did 
against Brandon. … It’s been 
a solid year and it’s been a fun 
year to coach. These kids are 
very unselfish and this is one 
of my favorite groups I’ve 
ever coached.”

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | DAVID TROPPENS

Holly’s Wyatt Scribner works on getting a pin in a recent match. 
The Bronchos defeated Brandon 39-27 on Wednesday.

Bronchos finish Metro dual 
season in second, beat Brandon

LF finishes GAC dual season perfect
By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  One would think it would 
be hard for the Lake Fen-
ton varsity wrestling team to 
make history this season due 
to the fact the team has two 
weight class voids.
  But it seems the Blue Dev-
ils thrive on adversity.
  Despite the fact they gave 
up 12 points before the match 
started due to the fact Lake 
Fenton doesn’t have wrestlers 
at 103 or 112, the Blue Devils 
defeated three-time Division 
4 defending state champions 
New Lothrop for the second 
time this season, earning a 
45-21 victory. The last time 
the two teams faced off, the 
Blue Devils won just 42-37. 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | DAVID TROPPENS

Lake Fenton’s A.J. Geyer (right) competes against a Brighton 
foe in a recent match. The Blue Devils swept New Lothrop and 
Montrose on Wednesday, giving the team an undefeated Genesee 
Area Conference season.

By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  The Fenton varsity boys basket-
ball team’s season has had its ups 
and downs. 
  But through all of the peaks 
and valleys, the Tigers are right in 
the mix for at least a second-place 
finish in the Metro League as the 
squads head into the second half of 
the season.

  The Tigers finished the Metro 
with a 4-3 mark and tied for sec-
ond with three other teams, after 
capturing a 42-32 victory against 
Clio on Tuesday.
  The Mustangs are one of the 
teams the Tigers are tied at 4-3 
with. Swartz Creek is the other. 
Flushing is in first at 7-0.
  Fenton’s defense sparked the 
victory, particularly in the opening 

half. Fenton enjoyed a 10-4 lead 
after one quarter, but blew the lead 
open to 22-4 by halftime when the 
Mustangs were unable to score in 
the second stanza. Clio did cut the 
gap to six with four minutes to go, 
but that’s as close as they came to 
threatening the Tigers’ lead.

Tigers end first half of Metro season above .500, beat Clio

STORIES ONLINE AT
TCTIMES.COMOnline Exclusives

Fenton girls on a hot streak,
defeat Lady Mustangs
  The days of Fenton’s early-season 
struggles seem well in the past.
  The Tigers are now at midseason and 
playing their basketball of the season.
  The Tigers are on a five-game Metro 
League winning streak after defeating 
Clio 60-50 on Tuesday night.

Holly girls win balanced 
effort vs. Kearsley, 48-37
  The Lady Bronchos were as balanced 
offensively as they have been all season 
long on Tuesday, defeating Kearsley 48-
37.
  Four Holly players scored at least 
eight points.

Holly boys basketball 
wins third straight contest
  That’s three in a row for the Holly var-
sity boys basketball team.
  For a good chunk of the first third of the 
season, the Holly Bronchos found them-
selves competitive in contests, having sec-
ond-half leads only to eventually lose the 
contests. It seems that trend is over. Holly 
captured its third straight win, earning a 56-
48 victory against Kearsley on Tuesday.

Linden boys lose to Flushing
  The Eagles played better than they did 
during their road contest at Fenton, but 
the Linden varsity boys basketball team 
still lost a 64-46 verdict to the Flushing 
Raiders.
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2014 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO
Stk# 1212458A ........................... $21,192

2011 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
Stk# 1249972A ........................ $20,500

2010 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 2.0 L
Stk# 1600964A ........................ $4,290

2014 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
Stk# 1387938A ........................ $25,900

2015 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT
Stk# 180011 .................. $18,525

2009 FORD FUSION SE
Stk# 6346338A ........ $4,578

2004 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN 1500
Stk# 1256293B ................................ $2,476

2012 BUICK ENCLAVE LEATHER
Stk# 1354389B ......................... $13,540

2010 CHEVROLET COBALT BASE
Stk# 1264254A ........................ $4,900

REDUCED!

2004 GMC SIERRA 2500 HD SLT
Stk# 1179473A ................................ $11,409

2013 CADILLAC SRX PREMIUM
Stk# 2120579A ............................... $22,420

SHOP AT WWW.CANEVER.COM

2017 LEASES HOTTER THAN EVER

3000 Owen Rd. @ US-23 in Fenton 
www.Canever.com • 1-810-629-3350

SALES HOURS
Mon & Thurs: 8:30am - 8:00pm 
Tues, Wed & Fri: 8:30am - 6:00pm 
Saturday: 10:00am - 4:00pm  • Sunday: CLOSED

SERVICE HOURS
Monday: 7:00am - 8:00pm 
Tues - Fri: 7:00am - 6:00pm 
Saturday: 8:00am - 2:00pm  • Sunday: CLOSED

WHAT A DEAL!

2002 FORD F-150 XL
Stk# 1376359B ........................ $2,500

2012 CHEVROLET TAHOE LT
Stk# 1378494A ........................... $25,103

WHAT A DEAL!

CHECK OUT THESE ROCK BOTTOM PRICES! EVERYTHING MUST GO!

REDUCED!

REDUCED!

WOW!

GREAT DEAL!

WOW!

WOW!

GREAT DEAL!

WHAT A DEAL!

WHAT A DEAL!

2015 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 2500HD
Stk# 1191378A .................... $40,432

HUGE SAVINGS!

* Cruze, Malibu and Volt lease are super ultra-low mileage leases for 8293 miles/yr, 8314 miles/yr and 8591 miles/yr respectively with $1300 down plus normal upfront fees due at signing.  All leases are 24 months except the Silverado and Volt leases which are 36 
month.  Equinox and Silverado leases are based on $2000 down plus normal upfront fees. Payments are plus tax and are based on GM employee pricing and Chevrolet lease/GM leases loyalty rebate.  Prices valid through 1/31/17.  See dealer for details.

$68
/MO FOR 24 MONTHS

2017 EQUINOX LT
STK#1557890   

$26
/MO FOR 24 MONTHS

2017 CRUZE LT   

STK#8147367                

$129
/MO FOR 36 MONTHS

2017 MALIBU LT 
STK#6108767 

$169
/MO FOR 24 MONTHS

2017 VOLT LT 
STK#4106878    

$224
/MO FOR 24 MONTHS

2017 SILVERADO LT
STK#1127403T  

CHEVY
BONUS

TAG

LESS THAN 15 - 2016 
VEHICLES REMAINING!

SPECIAL DEALS ON 2016’s!
MUST GO!

2016 CHEVROLET 
CAMARO 2LT CONVERTIBLE 
Stk# 5166288
WAS $47,535 • SAVE $14,247

NOW $33,288 

LAST IN STOCK

2016 CHEVROLET 
MALIBU LT
Stk# 6324779T  
WAS $26,790 • SAVE $8,875

NOW $17,915

7 LEFT IN 
STOCK

2016 CHEVROLET 
COLORADO EXTENDED CAB
Stk# 1365840 
WAS $35,235 • SAVE $8,395 

NOW $26,840 

2 LEFT

2016 CHEVROLET 
CRUZE LT
Stk# 8316250  
WAS $23,205 • SAVE $7,617 

NOW $15,588

3 LEFT

$2,900 AVERAGE FACTORY REDUCTION BELOW MSRP
$2,500 TOTAL CASH ALLOWANCE
+ $750 OPTION PACKAGE DISCOUNT

FIND YOUR TAG, GET AN ADDITIONAL

ON SELECT 2016/2017 CHEVY VEHICLES IN STOCK*AVERAGE 
TOTAL VALUE*

PURCHASE 
BONUS CASH$6,150

$1,000
START YOUR YEAR OFF STRONG.

DETROIT AUTO 
SHOW BONUS 

CASH IS BACK!!
PRICES VALID THRU 

1/31/17... HURRY!


