
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2016

PART 1
of a 2-part series

The period between 1976 and 1996 was 
one of transition and progress for our local 
communities. This special section features 

the changing landscape of life and business 
in the Fenton, Linden and Holly areas during 

that time, highlighting the path taken to 
where we are now.

1976-1996

F E A T U R E D  S E C T I O N

OurCommunity
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D&S STUMP 
GRINDING

(810) 730-7262
(810) 629-9215

n Small yard accessible
n Free estimates

n Insured

Specializing in 
removal of 

unsightly stumps 
& roots from 

your lawn

Big or small, we grind them all!

810 -735-7967

SERVICE

AIR CONDITIONING

FURNACE REPLACEMENT

DON’T SWEAT IT!

11097 SILVER LAKE RD., BYRON, MI 48418
810-266-5167

OUR PRICING 
ON AMERICAN 

PRODUCTS
CANNOT
 BE BEAT!

Serving our community by 
protecting natural resources and 

supporting fellow sportsmen 
since 1953.

810-714-1902 
14261 Torrey Rd. • Fenton

We Service All Makes & 
Models, Domestic or Foreign

Michigan Certified, 
all phases of repair & maintenance

NaturalBeauty
 Awaits.

Heavenly Scent Herb Farm
13730 White Lake Rd. Fenton

810-629-9208
www.heavenlyscentherbfarm.com

• Weddings
• Gift Shop

• Greenhouses
• Workshops

$2 OFF

MON-FRI 5AM-11PM  • SAT 6AM-11PM • SUN 6AM-10PM

PROPANE 
REFILL One discount per customer
Tank not totally empty?  We will refill and charge accordingly 
to how many gallons you need!

2461 NORTH RD. 
Exit 80 off US 23

810-750-9635

100% Gasoline Ethanol Free Fuel!

NOW OFFERING
RECREATIONAL FUEL

LIVE BAIT
TACKLE SHOP

Mobile |810- 444-0430 
Office | 810- 629-2234
14229 Torrey Road �| Fenton Woodland

JACKIE BECKER
REALTOR 

Family Roots
have grown with Fenton

Ski, Surf & Wake School • Full Line of Pro Shop Accessories
YOLO Paddleboards, Classes & Rentals • Docks/Hoists by Hewitt and Floe

DEALER          

WE ARE FENTON 
AND SOUTHEAST 

MICHIGAN’S PREMIER          

For Over 35 Years, 

4037 W. Silver Lake Rd | Fenton
810.629.6370

SILVERSPRAYSPORTS.COM

ILVER
PRAY

PORTS

SALES | INBOARD PARTS | SERVICE | STORAGE | PRO SHOP

CELEBRATING 
56 Years in Linden

McIntyre’s 
Soft Water Service
810-735-5778
1014 N. Bridge St. • Linden
www.mcintyrewater.com

• Salt – pick up & delivery
• Reverse Osmosis Systems
• Home Water Conditioners

Always Free Water Testing 
Drive-up window!

Senior Living Community

Vicky Coppler
Community Manager

201 E. Elizabeth • Downtown Fenton 
(810) 629-1179

millpond@kmgprestige.com

Fenton’s Best Kept Secret
for Seniors 55+

Please call to qualify or 
for an appointment.

1976-1996
OUR COMMUNITY DIRECTORY

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTOS

Local communities in the tri-county area boast their share of history, unique features, festivals and more. Here (from left) are some of the shops on Battle Alley in Holly, 
part of downtown Fenton before Urban Renewal, and a Linden fire truck in the Fourth of July parade.
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GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS

Serving Fenton, Linden 
& Holly for 40 Years

CHI

WE DO IT ALL!
• All Brands • Custom Doors
• Springs & Cables 
• Openers Installed & Repaired
• Remotes, Keypads, Hinges & Rollers

2033 S. LONG LAKE RD. • FENTON • 810-629-1293
K&H GARAGE DOORS

Locally owned and operated!

‘Flooring’ customers for 42 years

Finding the perfect flooring is easy 
when you let us help you get it 

right the first time.

1465 N. Leroy St. • Fenton • 810-629-5593 • Closed Sunday & Monday • Tues-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-3pm 

1-800-231-1526

Lil’ House of Carpet
Your Hometown Flooring Specialists for over 45 years!

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL FLOORING EXPERTS

By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  The tri-county area enjoyed celebrating 
special historical events that impacted our 
country or our own communities.
  In Linden, the Centennial that marked 
Linden’s 100th year as a village in 1871 
was celebrated with a weeklong festival, 
beginning Aug. 31, 1971.
  “It was the largest parade ever in 
Linden,” exclaimed newspaper headlines 
that showcased this event. Pageants 
for Centennial Queen and Little Miss 
Centennial were popular, as well as special 
days like Pioneer Day, Brotherhood Day, 
Young America Day, etc. 
  Just five years later in 1976, Linden 
celebrated the nation’s Bicentennial 
along with its Summer Happening annual 
event. Nearby communities of Fenton and 
Holly also marked the Bicentennial with 
celebrations of their own.
  The Fenton event was run by Jack 
Winegarden and Jean Anderson, and 
featured a pageant at the high school and a 

community-wide parade. Susan Elliott of 
the Fenton High School Class of 1976 was 
crowned Bicentennial Queen, according 
to local historian Donna Seger. 
  A year later, Fenton dedicated its City 
Hall on Aug. 20, 1977 welcoming many 
dignitaries from local municipalities, as 
well as prominent U.S. and Michigan 
legislators.
  In Holly, the Bicentennial was 
especially memorable because President 
George Bush, Sr. visited Holly by train 
during his presidential campaign, and 
the Bush group all had lunch at the Holly 
Hotel, recalled Joe Mishler, a retired Holly 
teacher and local veteran. “Also, Art Train 
traveled through Holly during that time. 
It was a big deal.”
  Fenton celebrated another historical 
milestone in 1983, its Sesquicentennial 
– 125 years. “We had an ice cream 
social, a pageant and big Fourth of July 
celebration,” said Seger. “Our daughter, 
Stacey, was crowned queen”.

1976-1996
Tri-county area recounts U.S. 

history and local historical dates TRI-COUNTY TIMES | SALLY RUMMEL

(Left) Stacey Seger was crowned Sesquicentennial queen in 1983. (Right) Linden 
Museum curator Barbara Kincaid looks over a collection of Linden Centennial 
souvenirs from 1971. The “largest parade ever held in Linden,” plus pageants, 
Pioneers Day and more were part of the festivities from Aug. 31-Sept. 3.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

Showers delayed the start of the Linden Centennial Parade in 1971.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO
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Serving you with Quality Work 
for 5 Generations

Well drilling since 1928

Ken Lee Well Drilling, Inc

COMPLETE 
WATER SYSTEMS

• Residential & Commercial � 
• 5” Wells & Up
• Repair Service
• Wells & Pumps
• Well Abandonment   
• Water Softeners
• Constant Pressure Systems

810-735-7144
or

(1-866-453-6533)

Call:  

Fax: 810-735-1167   |  P.O. Box 342 • Linden, MI 48451  
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nHere’s a small look at 
what businesses operated in 
Linden from 1976-1996
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  There are certain businesses in Linden 
that local residents will always remember. 
However, the city of Linden, which was 
formerly a village, has changed a lot 
since 1976.
  For this featured section, this article 
includes only a handful of all the 
businesses that have operated in Linden 
from 1976 to 1996. 
  In the late 1970s, instead of buying 
pizza at Calabria Village, patrons bought 
pizza at DG’s Pizza, which used to 
be located at 123 E. Broad St.
  People could buy gifts, 
stuffed animals, and 
homemade candy at 
Linden’s Landing, 
which was on North 
Bridge Street.
  The State Savings 
Bank was a popular 
banking option for 
residents in the ’70s. 
  Loca l  res iden ts 
could get car insurance 
from Selden Agency at 103 
N. Bridge St.
  McIntyre Softwater Service offered 
their services out of downtown Linden 
during this timeframe. 

  Murphy’s Department Store sold 
clothes, shoes, jackets, shirts and skirts 
for a while in downtown Linden. 
  Linden Floral was a staple flower shop, 
selling flowers for any occasion or no 
occasion, sometimes charging 25 cents 
a flower. 
  Bowles and Sons Funeral Home, 
which was located at 209 E. Broad St., 
used to handle local funerals for residents 
  Linden also used to have multiple 
supermarkets. 
  Felches of Linden sold food and baked 
goods on West Broad Street, as did the 
Southside Market, and the Village Market. 
  You could also buy food at Evan’s Food 
Company, which used to be located on 121 
Mill St, or go to dinner at The Captain’s Pub 

at 207 W. Broad St. 
  The Linden Restaurant, 

which used to host people 
for family dinners and 

breakfast anytime of 
the day, changed its 
name to the Linden 
Tree Inn in 1977.
  Dog owners could 
keep their dogs cool in 
the summer by getting 

them groomed at Jud-
Jer Dog Grooming on 

South Linden Road. 
  People could walk to 

Robertson Pharmacy at 602 W. 
Broad St. to get any medicines they may 
need and get their prescriptions refilled. 
  There were even two dance schools 

Old Linden businesses 
rich with history

In the late 1970s, 
instead of buying 
pizza at Calabria 
Village, patrons 

bought pizza at DG’s 
Pizza, which used to 
be located at 123 E. 

Broad St.

during this time. One was called Lena 
Pelio House School of Dance, which was 
located on North Bridge St. The other 
was Jill Asselin Klump’s Linden School 
of Dance, which taught jazz, pointe, and 
had women’s fitness classes. 
  You could get your car serviced at 
Auto 1, which opened in July of 1977.
  There also used to be more options to 
get your hair cut and styled. You could 
go to Larry’s Barber Shop on the corner 
of Bridge and Broad Streets, or Diane’s 
Hair Fashions on 490 W. Broad St., or 
Ray’s Barber Shop at 125 E. Broad St. 
  Irma’s Beauty Salon also offered 
beauty products of all kinds.
  Many men regularly got their haircut 
while enjoying lively conversation at 
Snippers barbershop, owned by Rich 
Marshbanks.
  In the ’70s, Linden Hardware sold 
anything you would need to fix your 

home, and Linden TV Service would fix 
black and white and color TVs at 111 N. 
Bridge St.  Although, you could buy a 
new TV at Sherm’s TV Sales and Service, 
which also fixed broken TVs. 
  Linden Sash & Door sold doors in 
different woods, hinges, and you could pay 
to have them install it. 
  You could buy different varieties of 
fabrics from Marian’s Fabrics at 528 E. 
Broad St. 
  The Linden Leader, which operated out 
of 716 N. Bridge St., brought people the 
town news with ads in their own paper 
stating “We make house calls.” They 
produced 52 a year.
  Tommie’s Custom Draperies offered 
custom drapes, woven fabrics, and free 
installation. 
  Residents relied on Luxury Carpet 
Service for good carpet, and Linden Storage 
LTD provided a good spot for storage.

Free Online and Phone Estimates 810-629-9251

Like us on

Your Local Residential Cleaning Company!

Clean Homes.  Clean Earth.
We use GREEN SEAL approved products!

Earn Free cleans with 

www.TheCleaningAuthority.com/Fenton

Celebrating 15 Years in Fenton!

810.735.9089 
123 N. Bridge Street, Linden

SHELLEY CLEAVER

I’LL FIND THE 
PERFECT HOME 

FOR YOU!

BUYING • SELLING • LEASING

EXPERIENCED • FRIENDLY • RELIABLE

.com
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810.750.8443
3506 Silver Lake Road | Fenton | www.lakeponemahmarina.com 

PUTTING FAMILIES IN THE WATER
SINCE 1993

Please call 810-629-5995 
to reserve your spot

Gourmet Caramel 
Apple Class
Thursday, December 1st • 6:30pm
Class fee is $25. Class size is limited to 15.

Patio Planter 
Friday, December 2nd • 6:30-8:30pm
All instructions and material provided. Please bring 
garden clippers. Light refreshments served. Class 
fee is $62. 

Boxwood Tree Class
Wednesday, December 7th • 6:30-8:00pm
Cost includes a decorative container and all 
decorating materials. Class fee is $50. Class size is 
limited to 12. 

Kids Holiday Centerpiece
Saturday, December 10th • 5:00pm
Class will receive a bright red pail, flowers, greens, 
berries, palms and more. Class fee is $36. Class 
size is limited to 18. *Kids 10 and under must be 
accompanied by an adult.  

Amaryllis & Evergreens
Saturday, December 10th • 1:00pm
Includes everything you need. Class Fee $48. 
Class Size 10. 

Shabby Cabinet Wall Vase
Wednesday, December 14th • 6-8pm

Gerych's
713 W. Silver Lake Road • Fenton
Visit www.gerychsflowers.com 

or our Facebook page for more information

*All classes are non-refundable.

UPCOMING EVENTS
at Gerych's Flowers & Events

Pop-Art Class
Thursday, October 6th • 
6-8pm. Class fee is $40. 
Class size is limited to 20. 

Paint and Pour: See the Sea
Thursday, October 13th • 6:30-9:00pm
Class fee is $40. Class size is limited to 20. 

Harvest Festival FREE EVENT!
Saturday, October 22nd • 11-2pm
Fun for the whole family! Join us for Halloween face 
painting, kids craft, light refreshments and FREE 
Photographs with the “Scary” Witch of Gerychs. 

Paper Flowers with Shelley
Thursday, November 10th • 6-8pm
Class fee is $50. Class size is limited to 12. 

Ladies Night FREE EVENT!
Thursday, November 17th • 6-9pm
An evening of shopping and pampering. Valet, 
photo booth, wine & more. Join us for our annual 
ladies night! There will be 20+ vendors offering a 
assortment of jewelry, food massages, hand wax-
ing wine, vintage and new clothing, photo booth 
and much more! Offering a 15% discount on all 
Gerych’s gift ware (excludes consignment fresh 
flowers, event rentals and design). 

Holiday 
Open House 
& Photos 
With Santa
Friday & Saturday, 

November 25th & 26th • 11-4pm. 
Kick off the holiday season by shopping for gifts 
and decorations at Gerych’s as well as photos 
with Santa. Vendors will also be showcasing their 
products. Don’t forget to join us for our annual 
tradition of photos with the Real Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus! Photo packages starting at $16.50.

nSchools and 
communities have always 
been a partnership
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  Education has always been the center 
of community life in the tri-county 
area, drawing families together with the 
common goals of raising kids, attending 
school functions, cheering on athletic 
teams, etc.
  The school “landscape” has changed 
drastically since the days of the one-room 
schoolhouse, which were once prominent 
throughout the tri-county area. Most of 
these schools were consolidated into 
larger districts in the 1950s, when better 
roads and transportation made travel 
to a central location easier. These little 
buildings then became homes, township 

halls or storage buildings for larger school 
districts. 
  Since that time, including the years 
1976 to 1996, local school districts have 
merged, schools have closed, school 
buildings have been expanded, etc. 
  Here’s a look at the building history of 
our four local school districts:

Fenton Area Public Schools
  The current Fenton High School was 
built in 1969, replacing the original 
structure that housed K-12 in its earliest 
years after it was built in the 1870s, at 
the corner of Adelaide and Ellen streets. 
  The new high school at 3200 West 
Shiawassee Ave. included a state-of-the-
art swimming pool and other updates, and 
the former high school became Fenton 
Middle School in the late 1970s. 
  The three elementary schools, Tomek-
Eastern (1961) and North Road (1957) and 

COMMUNITY — and — EDUCATION

n Schools have 
always been the 
focal point of 
activities while 
educating students 
in the tri-county area.

State Road (1957) housed kindergarten 
through fifth grade, while Fenton Middle 
School housed sixth- through eighth-
grade students. 
  In July 1990, the three-story former 
high school behind the middle 
school was demolished. The 
original gym was renovated 
and is still in use, as is the 
1939 annex, according to 
the Fenton High School 
Alumni Directory. Today, 
the structure houses the Ellen 
Street World of Wonder early 
childhood campus.
  On an interesting note about the 
demolition of Fenton High School, 
teacher Gary Horning salvaged some of 
the doors from the art room and used them 
in his own home in Tyrone Township — 
a former Fenton one-room schoolhouse 
at the corner of Bennett Lake Road and 
Old U.S. 23, where he lives with his wife, 
Mary and raised three children. 
  “It was built in 1854 and used as a 
school until 1954,” said Horning, now 
retired. “We’ve lived here 33 years.”

Lake Fenton Community Schools
  Lake Fenton Community Schools were 
actually created out of the consolidation 
of six one-room schools back in 1922. 
The Long Lake School was part of the 
consolidation and was located at the site 
of the current Lake Fenton Middle School 
at 11425 Torrey Rd.
  Schools in the 1950s and 1960s were 
the focal point of the Lake Fenton school 
district, according to Hewitt Judson, who 
graduated from Lake Fenton High School 
in 1954 and spent his entire teaching 
career at his alma mater.
  All 12 grades of Lake Fenton schools 
were in one building, the former high 
school, located at Torrey and North 

Long Lake roads, until 1965. Today, this 
location houses Lake Fenton Middle 
School and central administration offices.
  In 1956, the Lake Fenton Community 
School (essentially West Shore 

Elementary and Torrey Hill 
Middle School) was built 
to replace the one-room 
schools. In 1959, the first 
Lake Fenton High School 
was built, as an addition 
to the Community School. 
In time, West Shore and 
Torrey Hill moved to a new 
building on Lahring Road 

and the high school occupied the 1956 
school building at North Long Lake and 
Torrey roads. 
  The symbol of Lake Fenton Schools 
is the anchor, which sits in front of 
Lake Fenton Middle School to remind 
residents of the area’s lake history.
  This anchor was first used on a 
steamboat called the “Evening Star” 
owned by W.H. Bennett in 1874. This 
boat was left to rot on the dock and 
eventually sank to the bottom of the lake.
  In the 1920s, a gentleman named R.G. 
Moffett dragged it out of the lake. It 
ended up in front of the school and has 
been a symbol of the school district for 
decades since.

Linden Community Schools
  Linden Community Schools have a 
long proud history, with original school 
buildings dating as far back as 1916 with 
the construction of Argentine Elementary 
School.
  In coming decades, Argentine 
Elementary was added onto in 1921, 
1946, 1956 and 1970. In the late 1970s 
and into the ’80s, Argentine Elementary 
served the district’s youngest elementary 

See EDUCATION on 8
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REED INSURANCE AGENCY
DEWITT • 517-345-4567

www.reedia.net

L I F E  •  H O M E  •  C A R  •  B U S I N E S S

T R U S T W O R T H Y
F O R  1 0 0  Y E A R S

L I F E  •  H O M E  •  C A R  •  B U S I N E S S

To Auto-Owners Insurance and your local 
independent agent, being trustworthy means 
that we will be there when you need us most - 
just like we have been for 100 years.

trust •wor • thy
able to be relied on
as honest or truthful.

1
adj.

MOORE 
INSURANCE AGENCY

 1549 N. LeRoy Street, Lakewinds Plaza | Fenton
810-629-4179

Dr. Kenneth Ackley and his 
exceptional staff at Oak Tree Dental 
of Fenton are now proudly serving 

the families of Genesee County.

Call 810-629-8272 today 
to schedule your appointment 

or visit us at 
FentonDentists.com

Cosmetic and Family Dentistry

Dentist Kenneth Ackley and his exceptional 
staff at Oak Tree Dental of Fenton are now proudly 
serving the families of Genesee County.

OAK TREE DENTAL

Call (810) 629-8272 today to schedule 
your dental appointment or visit us at 
FentonDentists.com.

Ex
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ce
d.

 P
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•  Routine dental care  
for both Children  
and Adults

• Teeth Whitening

•  Root Canal Therapy

• Oral Surgery

•  Sports Mouth guards

• Veneers

•  Annual Comprehensive 
Exams

Dr. Ackley has over 10 years of experience in the 
dental arena and offers the following services:

EXPERIENCED. PLEASANT. PROFESSIONAL.

OAK TREE DENTAL

nLocal business people recall 
community and professional 
lives from decades past
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  Many people remember when 
downtowns across the United States were 
full-service retail destinations, and business 
deals were sealed with a handshake, a 
trusted word or in some cases, on a napkin.
  Such was the case in 1974 when Dean 
Moore and Rick Rockman, Sr. sealed 
their deal on a napkin, resulting in the 
construction of 
today’s Lake 
Winds Plaza at 
the north end of 
Fenton, where 
Moore Insurance 
A g e n c y  h a s 
c o n d u c t e d 
business for 53 
years.
  Many businesses have come and gone 
since those years, some as the result of Urban 
Renewal in downtown Fenton in the 1970s, 
and others the result of changing consumer 
habits, such as the shift of many businesses 
in the 1980s in downtown Holly to the north 
business district on Saginaw Street. A tragic 
fire like the one that brought the Union Block 
down in Linden on May 18, 2007 can change 
a business landscape forever.
  What hasn’t changed, however, are the 
faces behind many of today’s successful 
businesses, who recall many of their 
golden years in business during those 
three decades.
Jon Gerych
  Jon Gerych, 64, owner of Gerych’s 
Special Events and Floral Design in 
Fenton, has been in business since his 
dad, John, Sr., bought a small greenhouse/
flower shop from the Nitz family in 1967.

  Gerych was in high school at the time, 
graduating from Fenton High School in 
1969. He recalled hanging out with his 
friends at Fenton Drugs, which became 
Ideal Pharmacy, where they’d sip on 
cokes, cherry cokes and phosphates. “Mrs. 
Burdick would keep track of all of us,” he 
said. They’d also stop at Al’s Tiger House, 
next to Comer & Fox, grocery store, near the 
high school at the time, and grab a burger. 
  “I remember Sawyer Jewelers, 
McGuire Hardware, the Fenton Hotel, 
all of these places,” said Gerych. “The 
Beanery was a center point of town. A 
group of us became partners in the ’80s 
and turned it into little shops and eateries, 
like the Grainery Pub Food & Spirits.” 
  He remembers when the railroad depot 
was once a little gift shop, and then in the 
’90s it housed the Fenton chamber office. 
  “Fenton Hotel was really the spot,” he 
said. “And the Rowena Theater. I loved 
Lutz TV & Records, which was on the 
same block as Stevens Furniture, where 
The State Bank is now. Hoskin’s Restaurant 
was downtown, then Andy Brown and his 
dad bought it and moved it west of town, 
operating it as Andrico’s into the 2000s.”
  Gerych also remembers Western Auto, 
Pellet’s Department Store and D&C 
Dime Store. “We used to get candy there 
after school,” he said. “That building has 
been re-located to Crossroads Village.”
  Gerych said that a lot of people 
probably didn’t appreciate downtown 
Fenton at the time, until it was gone.
  Just as many other businesses have 
had to do to stay relevant through many 
decades, Gerych’s has re-invented itself 
many times. “As time evolved, we 
became a gift shop, event planner and 
wedding planner,” said Gerych. “We’ve 
always done flowers for weddings and 
funerals, but we’ve had to change the 
way we do business.”

n Many local 
businesses and 
business people 
from the past are 
remembered by 
today’s business 
owners.

Ken McKay
  Ken McKay, owner of McKay’s Hardware 
in Holly, bought the store in 1968, which 
has been in business since 1965. 
  “Back then, Holly had a downtown 
business district that was one to two 
blocks long,” said McKay. “We had what 
nowadays would be considered a mall, 
with a grocery store, jewelry store, auto 
dealership, doctor’s office, two shoe repairs, 
heating store, restaurants, dry cleaners, two 
hardware stores, a bank, two barber shops, a 
bakery, meat market, furniture store, diner, 
three clothing stores and more. When you 
came to town, you came to town. Now 
everything has changed. First, it was 
outdoor strip malls, then indoor malls. Now 
the trend is going back toward a main street 
downtown concept.”
  He remembers when the downtown 
was a destination. “One of the busiest 
nights of the week was Friday night,” said 
McKay, 60. We’d stay open ‘til 7, then 

we’d go to an athletic event at the school.”
  In the 1980s, businesses began to shift 
away from downtown to a new business 
district anchored by Freeman’s Grocery. 
McKay’s Hardware, located where Main 
Street Antiques is today, felt they had to 
move because they ran out of space . . . and 
parking. “That’s why a lot of businesses 
made the move,” said McKay. “There 
was more room to grow.”
  But McKay admits he still misses the 
old days of doing business in Holly’s 
downtown. 
Roger Sharp
  Roger Sharp, owner of Sharp Funeral 
Homes in Fenton, Linden, Grand 
Blanc/Flint and Swartz Creek, has 
worked with more local families and 
known more business people during 
his career than just about anyone else.
  A graduate of Linden High School 
in 1962, the first business people he 

See GOOD OL’ DAYS on 18

‘The good ol’ days’

“One of the busiest 
nights of the week was 
Friday night. We’d stay 
open ‘til 7, then we’d go 
to an athletic event at 

the school.”
Ken McKay

McKay’s Hardware in Holly

“The Beanery was a center 
point of town. A group of us 
became partners in the ’80s 
and turned it into little shops 
and eateries, like the Grainery 

Pub, Food & Spirits.”
Jon Gerych

Owner of Gerych’s Special Events 
and Floral Design

“I can’t think of one bad 
experience I have ever had 

with any business in this 
community.”
Roger Sharp

Sharp Funeral Homes
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CREATING 
BEAUTIFUL SMILES

DR. STEVEN 
SULFARO

607 NORTH SAGINAW ST. • HOLLY 
248-634-4671

WWW.SULFARODENTISTRY.COM

SINCE 1985

Providing Quality Products 
& Service You Can Trust  

810-629-4946 • 409 E. Caroline • Fenton
www.davelambheating.com

We’re here 24/7! We Make House Calls!

Sales & Service Installation • Servicing all makes & models • Heat pumps • Boilers • Furnaces

Serving Genesee County
Since 1969

“We Can Save You Money by 
Installing Energy-Efficient 

Furnaces and Air Conditioners.”

CALL US TODAY!

• 	Boulder Retaining Walls & Borders
• 	Brick Paver Retaining Walls
• 	Brick Paver Installation & Repair 
• 	Sod/Seed & Hydro seeding Installation
• Landscape Design & Installation

Call us today! 810-691-5772

enviouslandscapeinc.com
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • LICENSED & INSURED

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
  Like the saying goes, “If you leave 
here hungry, it’s your own darned fault.”
  The village of Holly always has and 
continues to offer a variety of great food. 
While some restaurants have come and 
gone, the staples are still there ready to 
serve its long-time and new customers. 
  The Villagers, which opened in 1987, 
continues to offer family friendly dining 
to its loyal customers.
  The Holly Donut Shop has served 
sweet confections at its original location 
on Saginaw Street halfway between the 
downtown and Grange Hall Road for 
decades. 
  Residents and visitors could always 
count on one of the greatest pizzas in 

town at the Red Devil Restaurant, which 
has in the past couple of years added an 
outdoor seating area to its original site. 
  The Holly Hotel downtown offers an 
elegant night on the town, with its upscale 
dining. The comedy club downstairs is an 
added bonus. It’s there that comedians 
like the late Soupy Sales and Tim Allen 
shared their laughs and antics during the 
‘80s and ‘90s. 
  McDonalds was and continues to be 
the oldest fast food restaurant in town, 
still located in the north end plaza by 
Holly Foods. 
  Those are the “old-timers.” Several 
new eateries of all description dot the 
village landscape from one end of town to 
the other. They are all a welcome addition. 

Holly has always featured

‘good eats’

EDUCATION
Continued from Page 6 
students, with different configurations of 
grades as population shifts demanded. 
Argentine Elementary has always been 
dedicated as an early childhood center, 
according to Interim Superintendent Russ 
Ciesielski.
  As the area population grew, Linden 
Elementary School was built in 1956, 
with building additions in 1975 and 2004.
  Hyatt Elementary School, built in 
1963, originally housed Linden High 
School, and also served as the middle 
school when the high school was built in 
1976. An addition was built on Hyatt in 
1977. Linden High School was expanded 
in 2004.
  Central Elementary School was built 
in 1968, with a building addition in 2004.
  The old Linden Community Schools 
administration building, located on the 
current site of Caretel Inns of Linden, 
was demolished during the school year 
of 2001-2002.  

Holly Area Schools
  Today, the Karl Richter Community 
Center serves as a focal point for the 

community but it was originally a 
high school serving students from 
Holly, Davisburg, and the townships of 
Springfield, Rose and White Lake when 
it was built in 1959. 
  In the 1970s, a wing of classrooms, 
an auditorium and library were added, 
essentially creating the structure you see 
today, according to Joe Mishler, retired 
teacher. For a time, this building served 
as a middle school. 
  Davisburg Elementary is the oldest of 
Holly Area Schools’ buildings, built in 
1949. Holly High School is the newest, 
built in 1999. Rose Pioneer Elementary 
was built near the time the new high 
school was built, and Sherman Middle 
School followed in the mid-1970s.
  “The middle school was built with 
the open classroom concept, no walls,” 
said Mishler. “It only lasted that way a 
few years, when someone realized you 
couldn’t teach math next to band.”
  Today, Holly Area Schools maintain 
seven buildings, and the Karl Richter 
Community Center now serves as a 
gathering space for community events, 
as well as municipal offices, school 
administration and special school services.
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Furniture

IT’S ALL A HIT AT WINGLEMIRE FURNITURE

Wide selection of floor covering & carpet!

www.winglemire.com  • Downtown Holly • 248-634-8731
OPEN Monday - Saturday 9-5:30 • Sunday 12-4

JACK DANIEL’S PUB SET
Top made from rustic 

solid oak 54”W (round) x 36”H
Choice of 4 different bar stools:

(From left) Rustic Saddle Stool with 
Splined Seat, Rustic Saddle Stool, 

Muskoka Stool or Muskoka Slat 
Back Bar Chair

Shown in brown maple 
wood with antique 

slate gray/onyx finish.

FREE
Restonic 
Queen Mattress 
& Box Spring 
with your purchase of
this Urban Collection 
Bedroom set.

At Penwood Manufacturing, 
you get beautiful furniture 
that is soundly built, 
extraordinary finished to 
please the most discerning 
tastes. This custom Amish 
piece is a brand new look 
for the fall of 2016

Winglemire 
Since 1858

MEDIA CHEST 
Distressed natural 
finish with wood 

solids, casters and 
metal hardware 
in antique rustic 

brown.

COCKTAIL 
TABLE 

Rectangular 
distressed natural 

pine finish with 
metal materials 

and casters.

Industrial Loft Collections

nDecades of the 1970s, 
’80s and ’90s brought 
sweeping changes in the 
way people bought vehicles 
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  Decades ago, Dad would decide the 
family needed a new car and would go 
from dealership to dealership looking 
for the best vehicle and value. He might 
bring along his wife and kids for a family 
outing, but he would do most of the 
talking and all the negotiating.

RICHARD CANEVER
looks back at auto industry changes

  Richard Canever, whose father Vic 
Canever opened the dealership in 1969 
and moved it to its current location on 
Owen Road back in 1972, remembers those 

days. He has 
witnessed a huge 
transformation 
in the way cars 
and trucks are 
bought and sold, 
since that time.
  “Now, we 
d o n ’ t  e v e n 
t a l k  a b o u t 
gender; we just 
work with the 

n From the oil 
embargo of the 
1970s to the 
introduction of the 
“world wide web” in 
1989, world events 
and societal changes 
have changed the 
way people buy their 
cars and trucks.

customer to sell them the right vehicle,” 
said Canever, 62. “Everyone does all their 
legwork and research online and when 
they walk into our dealership, they already 
know what they want to buy. Our sales staff 
is well trained, not ‘pushy.’ It’s a mutual 
relationship. Everyone who walks through 
our doors is a serious buyer.”
  A customer’s expectations were much 
lower back then than they are now, 
according to Canever. “The internet and 
technology have raised the bar for quality 
throughout our dealership, especially 
in our sales staff’s training and the 
knowledge and expertise of our service 
department.”

  “The one consistent theme from the 
70s to now is much cars have improved, 
not only with paint finishes and styling, 
but also with technology,” said Canever. 
“The American auto industry deserves 
credit for all this. We’ve come ‘light 
years’ since then.”

In the 1970s
  Local car dealerships converged on 
the busy new business district of Owen 
Road, which has become an automotive 
shopping destination since Ferguson 
Ford first moved to where Lasco Ford is 
located today.
  Vic Canever Chevrolet moved its 
dealership from across from the Fenton 
Hotel to its current location in 1972, then 
Glen Wilson Buick Olds GMC (formerly 
Martin Buick, now today’s Randy Wise), 
made its move to Owen Road. 
  The average car in the 1970s was 
kept for about five years, according to 
Canever. Today, the average car owner 
keeps a vehicle for 12 years. 
  “Cars are made better and they last 
longer, with more mileage,” said Canever. 
“It puts more emphasis on the service end 
of our business. Car maintenance and 

See CANEVER on 18

This is the letter Vic Canever wrote to 
the community in a newspaper ad pub-
lished June 12, 1969, after purchasing 
the Wismer-Wright dealership in Fenton. 

Second generation owner Richard 
Canever (left) and his son, Jeff Canever, 
show the continuation of the legacy of 
Richard’s father, Vic Canever.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO



(810) 407-0785
Gary Messenger

208 Bridge Street
Linden, Michigan 48451

Open Saturday & Sunday
9am - 8pm

Monday, Thursday 
& Friday by Appointment

EZ KAYAK & 
CANOE RENTAL

-Gift Certificates Available-

Street Parking Available plus Public Parking at the 
Library and behind businesses on Bridge Street

As good as it ever was...

Stan’s
Fireplace

CHIMNEY CLEANING OR GAS LOG SERVICE
TAKE $10 OFF

EXPIRES 9/30/16

www.stansfireplace.com

Serving Livingston, Oakland 
and Genesee Counties 

since 1983!

The National Fire Protection Association 
suggests having your chimney cleaned annually

Licensed 
& Insured

(248) 240-1379
& Chimney Service

• Gas Logs
• Fireplace  Accessories
• Chimney Caps
• Complete Chimney Repair

Chimney
For a Professional Job Call

Chimney

Stan’s
Fireplace

SweepingSweeping

Stan’s FireplaceStan’s Fireplace

-Your Mom & Pop Oil Shop-  

Fenton Oil Exchange 

SERVICES AVAILABLE
» Full Service Oil Change » Coolant Services
» Trans/Differentials » 20 Point Inspection

1530 N. LEROY | SUITE 101 | FENTON (Next to Keyes Pools) 

810-519-8233

Cabin and Air Filters, Wiper Blades, Belts and Bulbs

MON,TUES,THUR,FRI
8am-6pm 

WED 8am-8pm    
SAT 8am-5pm 

SUN 10am-5pm

COMPETITIVE PRICING

HOURS:
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1970s 1990s

Top 10 TV shows in 1995: 
ER, Seinfeld, Friends, 
Caroline in the City, 
Monday Night Football, 
The Single Guy, Home 
Improvement,  Boston 
Common, 60 Minutes, 
NYPD Blue

Top 10 TV shows in 1985: 
The Cosby Show, Family 
Ties, Murder, She Wrote, 
60 Minutes, Cheers, 
Dallas, Dynasty, The 
Golden Girls, Miami Vice, 
Who’s the Boss?

Pop culture
TRIVIA

Each decade has its own news, cultural icons, music 
and fashion. Here’s a look back at the not-too-long-ago

decades of the ’70s, ’80s and ’90s.

Whether you’re a Baby Boomer who came of age in the ’70s or a Generation Xer who 
graduated from high school in the ’80s, you’ll have fun taking a look back at some of 

the crazy memories of decades past. Here are a few of the highlights:

BY SALLY RUMMEL | NEWS@TCTIMES.COM; 810-629-8282

1980sTop 10 TV shows in 1975: All in 
the Family; Rich Man, Poor Man; 
Laverne & Shirley; Maude; The 
Bionic Woman; Phyllis; Sanford & 
Son, Rhoda, The Six Million Dollar 
Man, ABC Monday Night Movie

Movies: Jaws, The Godfather, 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest, Rocky, Monty Python & 
the Holy Grail, Apocalypse Now, 
to name a few

What’s new: Post-it 
notes, the first Apple 
II computer, floppy 
disks, bar codes, 
home VCRs, the first 
cell phone and email 
were all invented in 

this decade.

T o p  n e w s  e ve n t s : 
Oil crisis, Watergate, 
P r e s i d e n t  N i x o n 
resigns, Disney World 
opens in  Or lando, 
Florida, Vietnam War 
ends, first test tube baby 
Louise Brown

Fashion: chest hair, 
sideburns, tight-fitting 
pants, platform shoes, 
original Earth Shoes, 
hi-cut boots, polyester, 
sandals, bell-bottoms, 

then in the late ’70s — 
pant suits, leisure suits 

and track suits

Top music artists: 
The Eagles, Stevie 
Wonder, David Bowie, 
Fleetwood Mac, Led 
Zeppelin, Queen

Top toys:  Barbie, Simon, 
Atari, Hot Wheels

By the numbers: Average income in 1970 was $9,350, 
rising to $17,550 by 1979. Average home price was 
$23,400 in 1970, rising to $58,500 by 1979. Average 
cost of gallon of gas was 36 cents in 1970 and 86 
cents in 1979.

What ’s new:  Microsof t 
Windows and the start of 
the computer age, mobile 
phones ,  d i sposab le 
contact lenses, Nintendo 
Game Boy, MTV

Top news events: Ex-Beatle John Lennon 
is shot and killed, Lady Diana Spencer and 
Prince Charles are married, space shuttle 
Challenger disaster, AIDS discovered in 
U.S., Cold War ends with Berlin Wall down, 
famine in Ethiopia

Fashion: Floppy shirts, 
big hair, back-combed 
hair, padded shoulders, 
acid-washed jeans, leg 
warmers, sweat bands, 
white stilettoes 

Top music artists: Michael 
Jackson, Prince, Madonna, 
Bon Jovi, Journey, Whitney 
Houston

Top toys: Videogames and 
arcades, talking dolls, Star 
War figures, Pound Puppies, My 

Little Pony, Mr. and Mrs. Potato 
Heads

By the numbers: Average income in 1980 was 
$19,170, rising to $27,210 by 1989. Average home 
price was $68,714 in 1980, rising to $120,000 by 
1989. Average cost of gallon of gas was $1.19 in 
1980 and 97 cents by 1989.

Movies: Ferris Buehler’s 
Day Off, E.T., the Extra-
Terrestrial, The Breakfast 
Club, Fatal Attraction, 
Ghostbusters, Raiders of 
the Lost Ark, Aliens, Fast 
Times at Ridgemont High, 

to name a few

What’s new: Google, DVDs, 
computer mouse, World Wide 
Web (http) and the Internet 
(html), digital answering 
machine, Beanie Babies, eBay

Top news events: Gulf War, Nelson 
Mandela freed from prison, royal divorce of Lady 
Diana and Prince Charles, death of Diana, O.J. 
Simpson trial, Oklahoma City bombings, The 
Unabomber, President Bill Clinton’s alleged affair 

with Monica Lewinsky

Fashion: Grungy flannel, 
Air Jordans, tapered baggy 
pants, baseball caps worn 
backwards, hip-hop style

Top music artists: Mariah 
Carey, Janet Jackson, Celine, 
Shania, Toni Braxton, R&B 
artists and rappers like Jay 
Z, Brandy, Monica, LL Cool J

Top toys:  Furbys, 
C a b b a g e  P a t c h 
dolls, Care Bears, 
Te e n a g e  M u t a n t 
Ninja Tur t les,  Ner f 
guns, Pogs, Game Boy

By the numbers: Average income in 1990 was 
$28,970, rising to $40,810 in 1999. Average home 
price was $123,000 in 1990, rising to $131,700 by 
1999. Average cost of gallon of gas was $1.34 in 
1990 and $1.22 in 1999.

Movies: Goodfellas, Saving 
Private Ryan, Forrest Gump, 
Miller’s Crossing, Dances 
With Wolves, Jerry Maguire, 
The Matrix, Titanic

disneyparks.disney.go.com

fiziladiesclothing.com

oneweekinaugust.com

fanpop.com

retrothing.com pinterest.com

kval.com

photosnack.com

fanpop.com

liketotally80s.com

retrothing.com

history.co.uk

rediscoverthe80s.com

popdose.com

genius.com

fanpop.com

theodysseyonline.com

billboard.com

theninetieskid.com

impawards.com

popwrapped.com

tvguide.com

fanpop.com
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Two additional locations: 
8138 Miller Rd. in Swartz Creek and 

6063 Fenton Rd. in Flint/Grand Blanc Township

with a history of 
commitment to excellence, 

community and the 
families we serve.

FENTON CHAPEL
1000 Silver Lake Rd.

Michael T. Scully, Manager

(810) 629-9321

MILLER ROAD CHAPEL in Swartz Creek
The Bendle Funeral Home at 8138 Miller Rd. 

was purchased in 1970 by Roger Sharp.

FENTON CHAPEL at 1000 Silver Lake Rd.
The Fenton Chapel was also acquired in 
1989 from Bowles Funeral Home and the 

current location was built in 1991.

LINDEN CHAPEL at 209 E. Broad St..
Roger Sharp acquired Bowles Funeral 

Home in Linden in 1989.

SHARP FUNERAL HOME & 
CREMATION CENTER 

In 1994, Sharp renovated a building in Grand 
Blanc Township at 6063 Fenton Rd., opening 

the 4th Sharp Funeral Home location.

LINDEN CHAPEL
209 E. Broad St.

Stephanie Sharp Foster, Manager

(810) 735-7833

Family owned and operated, Sharp Funeral Homes 
is led by Roger Sharp Sr.  He is assisted in the 
operation by his son, Roger Sharp Jr., daughter 
Jennifer Sharp Scully and her husband, Mike 
Scully, and daughter Stephanie Sharp Foster, who 
is married to Brendan Foster. 

The younger Sharps have blessed Roger Sr. with 
seven grandchildren: Preston, Remy, Bennett, 
Samuel, Paige, Mason and Parker.

1970

1991

1989

1994

The Sharp 
Family

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
  Prior to 1996, when development on the 
west side of town near the highway started 
taking shape, North LeRoy Street was the 
corridor to visit for just about every need.
  Though it was rough going for a while, 
and some businesses were tempted to 
relocate to the other side of town, many 
businesses remained and continue to 
thrive today. 
  Because of the number of options 
available, during the years 1976 to 1996, 
North LeRoy Street, north of the North 
Road intersection, was bustling with 
shoppers and diners.

North LeRoy Street was 
the place to go in the

’70s, ’80s and ’90s
  At the southwest corner of North LeRoy and 
North Road remains Moi Kong Restaurant, 
which was once the only option for Asian 
fare. Next to it (now The Green Olive Tree) 
was the old A&W Root Beer place. This was 
a great place to get hotdogs and hamburgers, 
and of course, a frosty glass of root beer. You 
didn’t even have to leave your car because 
there were car hops back then. 
  Across the way, where Rite-Aid is 
now located, was Bazley’s, a popular 
food market for many years. Heading 
farther north on North LeRoy Street were 
two restaurants that saw a lot of action 
throughout the week.
  The Flame (now the Cancun Mexican 

Restaurant) was one of two great places 
to visit for breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
The other, further down the road called 
The Heritage Restaurant (most recently 
Luigi’s), offered the same. One difference 
is that The Heritage had a back room where 
many of Fenton’s clubs and organizations 
would hold their weekly meetings. 
  Across from The Heritage was the 
shopping plaza that still features a 
Lovegrove family tradition. Once called 
“Lovey’s,” it was an arts and crafts supply 
store much like Michael’s is today. In 
later years, it became Lovegrove’s, a 
furniture store. 
  Taylor Hardware and Locke’s Party 
store continue to do business in the same 
plaza they’ve always been located next 
to Lovegrove’s. 
  It was in that location, too, that Kessels 
Food Store (formerly Hamady’s) was 
located. The food stores are long gone, 
but have been replaced with stores like 
Dollar General, a Subway and a variety 
of other businesses new since 1996.
  Fenton Home Furnishings was and 
continues to do a great business on North 
LeRoy Street.
  The North LeRoy Street VG’s Grocery 
was once the location of the original 
Fenton Kmart, before the new Kmart was 
built in Silver Lake Village.
  If there was ever only a few reasons to 
head north on North LeRoy Street, one 
was to enjoy a wonderful meal at John’s 
Pizzeria Restaurant — still referred to by 
long-time Fenton residents as “Johnny’s.”
  Another big reason to go that way has 
always been for the ice cream. Uncle 
Ray’s Dairyland has been serving yummy 
treats to residents in Fenton and the 
surrounding communities since 1978.
  The Fenton Mini-Mall was completely 

different in the 70s, 80s and 90s. The 
Tri-County Times was once located in 
the mall, across from a pet supply store. 
Every day, Times employees would walk 
in the building past a gigantic (probably 
16-foot) boa constrictor that lived in the 
glassed-in jungle in the window. They 
survived the ordeal.
  The Secretary of State’s office also 
was located in the Fenton Mini-Mall 
until recent years. The loss of a local 
SOS facility was tough on area residents. 
  Many more long-time Fenton businesses, 
including Auto Value, Guns Galore, Kan 
Rock Tire, Lil’ House of Carpet, Walden’s 
Lounge, Douglas Water Conditioning and 
many others have remained in their North 
LeRoy Street locations.

• Sagebrush Cantina was once 
another fine-dining restaurant called 
Richard’s. After Richard’s, it was 
remodeled and re-opened to another 
popular restaurant called Jimmy G’s, 
owned by Jim and the late Joan Garfield 
(former Fenton Township treasurer).

• CFI Medical Solutions on Fenton 
Road was once the Ames Department 
Store, a place where local shoppers took 
advantage of a number of great deals.

• The Sears Hometown Store was 
once occupied by the Tractor Supply 
Company (TSC), which is now located 
by Target off Owen Road.

• Halo Burger was once located 
behind Uncle Ray’s Dairyland, but 
closed. Good news, there is a new Halo 
Burger in the former North LeRoy 
Street Burger King building.

Did you know…
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 WE USE 100% REAL CHEESE!

FENTON (810)750-0551
1437 N. LEROY ST. (ACROSS FROM VG’S)

LINDEN (810)735-9481
612 W. BROAD ST. (ALPINE PLAZA)

TO

FROM

PIZZA! 
PIZZA!

HOT-N-READY
Serving the 
local area 
for over 

30 years!
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
   While the goal of education has always 
been to prepare kids for the adult world 
of college, careers and responsibilities, 
decades of societal changes, technology 
and even pop culture have changed the 
way kids go to school.

1970s
  Classroom learning was done the 
old-fashioned way, with textbooks, 
chalkboards and a teacher who still had 
the authority to discipline and punish.
  The tumultuous years of the ‘60s 
spilled over into the ‘70s, with youth-
oriented new educational concepts like 
open classrooms with no walls, and team 
teaching becoming popular.
  Computers were in their infancy, with 
the world’s first personal computer, 
Apple II, debuting in 1977, followed 
soon after by its offspring, the Apple IIe. 
  Styles like elephant-leg hip-hugger 
pants, halters and platform shoes were 
everywhere. Just about every teenage 
boy had a poster of Farah Fawcett on his 
bedroom wall, and even girls loved the 
fashion and style of all three “Charlie’s 
Angels” on TV.

1980s
  Educational reform swept the nation 

School life has CERTAINLY 
CHANGED through the years

after the “laid-back 1970s” and national 
testing became more prominent.
  Teachers were still authority figures, 
and there were no labels or medications 
for kids who today would be labeled with 
Attention Hyperactivity Deficit Disorder 
(ADHD) or Oppositional Disorder 
Syndrome. Computers were only used if 
you were taking a computer course.
  Kids in cliques were known as 
preppies, jocks, stoners and a handful of 
goths, nerds and punks.
  Styles were big, from hair to shoulder 
pads, MC Hammer pants to stirrup pants, 
leg warmers and more. 

1990s
  The 1990s was the last generation 
before the Internet and technology 
changed the way students learned and 
processed information.
  Black chalkboards became a relic of 
the past, when it was noted how much 
damage chalk dust did to computers. 
White boards became the norm. 
  Students went to the library/media 
center to get on the “web” and try chat 
rooms for the first time. 
  JanSport backpacks, flannel shirts, 
overalls, jelly shoes and shell necklaces 
were just a few of the fashion trends you’d 
see daily in the hallways.

’80s

’90s

’70s

Auto-Owners Insurance ranks highest among auto insurance providers in the J.D. Power and Associates 2008-2012 Auto Claims StudiesSM. 2012 study based on 12,508 total responses, ranking 26 insurance providers. Excludes those with claims only for 
glass/windshield, theft/stolen, roadside assistance or bodily injury claims. Proprietary results based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed November 2011-September 2012. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com.

For all your insurance needs call or visit us today! We are an 
independent agency, proudly representing Auto-Owners Insurance.

Auto-Owners is ranked“Highest in Customer Satisfaction with the Auto Insurance 
Claims Experience, Five Years in a Row” according to J.D. Power and Associates.

EXCELLENCEDELIVERED

Phone
www.website.com AGENCY NAME

“Serving the area for 45 years”

BRAD HOFFMAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

102 S. Leroy Street, Fenton, 
MI • 810-629-4991

810-632-7692 • 10411 Clyde Rd. • Fenton • www.spicerorchards.com

Our first farm & market was in Novi 
in the 1950’s. After I-96 was built 

we bought another farm in Linden 
and opened a small market. This 

farm supplied the Novi market with 
fruit for many years. 

In 1967, the farm in Hartland was 
purchased and planting for this gen-
eration began. Our farm market was 
first located in a 100 year old barn 
just east of our present market. In 

1980, the 2nd Hartland market was 
built at the current location.

SPICER ORCHARDS
Five Generations of Farming
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500 Main St. • Fenton • 810-629-2533 • www.temrowskifamilyfuneralhome.com

Personalized Custom Funerals 
Affordable Cremation Services 

Special Memorial Services

Since 1910!
A Landmark in Fenton

Family Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services

Temrowski

810-629-6000•1-888-629-7000 
1000 N. Leroy • Fenton • www.douglaswater.com

“SERVICE IS OUR SPECIALTY”

15% OFF
All in-store Salt & Filter Sales

Expires 9/12/16

Thank you for letting US be a part 
of YOUR community!

SERVING YOUR 
COMMUNITY SINCE 

1968

We take pride in providing our customers 
with honest, accurate information and the 

highest in product quality.

FOR EVERY $100 
YOU PURCHASE IN GIFT CARDS,

YOU WILL RECEIVE A BONUS

$20GIFT
CARDfree

GIFT CARD 
       special

129 E. Broad St., Linden
serendipitydayspas.com

810-735-6868

SPA
GIFT CARD
serendipity

WELLNESS SPA

$20 BONUS GIFT
CARD MUST BE USED 

WITHIN 90 DAYS
OFFER VALID NOW 
THROUGH 9/1/16

serendipity
WELNESS SPA

Sean Hogan (left) takes a ride on a rainy cool day at the Linden Summer Happening 
in June of 1994 with his twin cousins, Taylor and Nicole Butzbach.

nThese were all part of 
community life back in the 
1970s, ’80s and ’90s
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  Drive-in movies, matinees, skating 
rinks, parades, school athletic events, 
church potlucks — this was the fabric 
of community life in the tri-county area 
back in the decades of the 1970s, 1980s 
and 1990s.
  These were also the days of station 
wagons, no seatbelts, crank windows, 
pantyhose, party 
l ines ,  Kool -
Aid, Tab (a soft 
drink) and all the 
other things you 
might miss when 
r e m i n i s c i n g 
abou t  “days 
gone by”?
  Ye s ,  p a s t 
decades may 
have been a simpler time, but our tri-
county area residents were still plenty 
busy enjoying their lives in their own 
communities.
  Fenton Regional Chamber President 
Shelly Day recalled growing up in this 
era as a graduate of Lake Fenton High 
School in 1983. “In the late ’70s and early 
’80s, when the drive-in theater was here 
on Silver Lake Road, we’d go as a family 
‘til I was old enough to drive; then I went 
there with friends.”
  She also remembers Applefest in 
Fenton, St. John the Evangelist Catholic 
Church’s biggest fundraiser. “I grew 
up Methodist, but everybody went to 
Applefest,” she said.

Festivals
  Applefest is the oldest festival in the tri-
county area still celebrated today, followed 
by the Dickens Festival in Holly. 
  Now in its 44th year, Applefest used to 
be St. John’s Fall Festival when it started 
back in the early 1970s, according to Fr. 
David Harvey, who put his own mark on 
the festival when he came to the parish in 
1979. “We changed the name to Applefest 
because of the time of year.”

  “Back then, it was an ethnic food 
festival, that’s why I made chili,” he 
added. Harvey is retired now from St. 
John’s, but plans to come back this year 
to make his famous chili. “I started out 
making just a few roasters full and this 
year, 165 gallons is our goal.”
  Holly’s Dickens Festival, now in its 
43rd year, is held three weekends between 
Thanksgiving and mid-December and 
is billed as the nation’s longest-running 
Dickens festival.
  Holly was also home to one of 
Michigan’s most unique events — the 
Carry Nation Festival — that ran from 
September 1973 into the 2000s, when it 
ran out of funding. 
  This event celebrated Carrie Nation, 
the Pro-Temperance movement advocate 
who came to Martha Street, now Battle 
Alley in 1908, breaking glasses of spirits 
and beers and clubbing patrons of the 
Holly Hotel with her umbrella. 
  The Carry Nation Festival was 
celebrated for nearly 40 years, co-
founded by the late Ardath Regan in 
1973. She personally played the role of 
Nation until 1990. 
  Before the debut of the Carry Nation 
Festival, Holly hosted Railroad Days.
  Also enjoying a long winning streak 
is the Fenton Freedom Festival, which 
just marked its 26th annual event on 
July Fourth this year. It has become a 
huge celebration that continues to bring 
families back to their hometown for 
parades, barbecues and fireworks. 
  Day also recalls a “Fun Festival” 
back in 1983 with a watermelon eating 
contest, steak roasts sponsored by the 
Fenton chamber back in 1986 and the long 
traditions of Fenton Lions Club chicken 
barbecues.
         Fenton’s Jinglefest, which began 
in 2004, used to be called “Heart Lights” 
and was a huge community celebration in 
the holiday season with luminaries placed 
around downtown streets.
  In Linden, Summer Happening and 
Holiday Happening became annual events 
back in the 1970s, and while Summer 
Happening is no longer taking place 
today, Holiday Happening continues to 

See FESTIVALS on 18

n Family life back 
in the 1970s, 
1980s and 1990s 
centered around 
school, church and 
local community 
activities.

Drive-in movies,
Football games, festivals
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SHOP AT WWW.CANEVER.COM

3000 Owen Rd. @ US-23 in Fenton 
www.Canever.com • Toll Free 1-855-388-0328

SALES HOURS
Mon, Tues & Thurs: 8:30am - 8pm 
Wed & Fri: 8:30am - 6pm 
Saturday: 10am - 4pm  • Sunday: CLOSED

SERVICE HOURS
Monday: 7:00am - 8pm 
Tues - Fri: 7:00am - 6pm 
Saturday: 8am - 2pm  • Sunday: CLOSED

Second generation owner Richard Canever (left) and his 
son, Jeff Canever, show the continuation of the legacy of 
Richard’s father, Vic Canever, into the third generation in 
this photo taken before Vic’s passing in 1997.

Vic Canever Chevrolet prides itself in being involved and supporting our 
community. Our involvement in local schools includes Fenton, Lake Fenton, Linden 
and Holly. We take part in yearbooks, sports events, providing cars for drivers 
education and more. 

We are also very committed to our local Chamber of Commerce, service 
organizations, clubs, local causes, events and even local little league teams. 

These are just a few examples of our contributions to our local community  
for the past 47 years and promise to continue in years to come. 

WE ARE A DEALERSHIP YOU CAN COUNT ON.
We would also like to thank our loyal customers 
& friends for their years of support. 

SUPPORTING OUR
COMMUNITY SINCE 1969

‘LET’S ALL GO TO THE LOBBY’ — NOT!
nTwo Fenton venues close 
leaving movie-goers without 
local silver screens
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
  Whether it was for a hot date with their 
sweetie or a family outing with the kids 
in their pajamas, Friday and Saturday 
night at the drive-in movies was the place 
to be in Fenton … that is until the Silver 
Drive-in was demolished in 1988 to 
make way for residential and commercial 
development.
  Owner A.K. Sears built the drive-in 
in 1955. It was located at the corner of 
Silver Lake Road and Jennings. The 

back of the big screen faced Silver Lake 
Road, while the front faced south, with 
cars parked on what is now Silver Arbor 
Apartments, along Jennings Road. The 
first movies were shown on Aug. 11, 
1955. Featured were “Tonight’s the 
Night” and “A Bullet is Waiting.” The 
ticket price back at the time was 70 
cents per person.
  Thirty-two years later, on Sept. 27, 
1987, the last movies, “Can’t Buy Me 
Love” and “Adventures in Babysitting” 
were shown. By then, the ticket price was 
$3.50 per person.
  The drive-in was demolished to 
make way for a new apartment complex 
called Silver Arbor Apartments and the 
commercial district now known as Silver 

Lake Village.
  In May of 1988, a developer, Thomas 
Krause confirmed that he signed a 
purchase agreement to buy the old Silver 
drive-in property on Silver Lake Road. 
Krause did not reveal what his plans were 
for the property. 
  It was rumored for some time that the 
drive-in owners were attempting to sell 
their land, which was valuable because 
of its close proximity to the U.S. 23 
expressway exit. That stretch was 
originally targeted as the “gateway” 
to Fenton, but rapid development was 
beginning to take place off the U.S. 23 
exit at Owen Road.
  While Krause’s development company 
ultimately went bankrupt, another firm 

built the planned unit development 
project we now know as Silver Lake 
Village, and the long-gone drive-in 
became part of Fenton’s movie history.
Fenton Cinema gone, too
  Fenton movie-goers were disappointed 
once again when Fenton Cinema closed 
in 2008.
  The Fenton Cinema opened in 1985 as 
a twin screen cinema. It was located in an 
industrial park, off Owen Road. Operated 
as an independent, it eventually added 
more screens.
  The Fenton Cinema closed on Dec. 7, 
2008, a victim of the economic downturn. 
It was demolished in the fall of 2013.
  Today, no movie theater exists in 
Fenton.
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MUST MENTION THIS AD FOR SPECIAL PRICING
EXPIRES 8/1/2016

www.VicBondSupply.com

FURNACES FURNACE PARTS
Starting at 

$550.00 • 	Humidifier Pads
• 	Air Cleaners
• 	Replacement 
	 Filters

• 	Filters 
	 (All Sizes)
• 	Ignitors 
	 (For All Makes)
• 	Honeywell 
	 Replacement 
	 Parts

HUMIDIFIERS

Natural or LP Gas

40 Gal Nat. Gas
40,000 btu

6 yr Parts/Tank Warranty

$399.00

WATER SOFTENERS

Starting at 

$195.00
*Undermount Sink Included

Starting at 

$79.90

SUMP
PUMPS

Starting at

$445.00
Reg. $689.95

WATER HEATERTANKLESS HEATERS
Starting at

$695.00 

30 GALLON
LP Gas 

Water Heater

$399.90

Electric 
Water 
Heater

40 GALLON

$319.90
15 YEAR WARRANTY

40 Gal. Nat. Gas - 40,000 btu
6yr Parts/Tank Warranty

WATER HEATER

$31990

LITTLE GIANT
SUBMERSIBLE
SUMP PUMPS

Reg. $87.50

TWO HANDLE LAV 
FAUCET

$3490

Reg. $175.00

$6995

B2512LF

33X22 STAINLESS STEEL
KITCHEN SINK

8” Deep

1/4 H.P.  .............................
$7990

1/3 H.P.  .............................
$9990

1/2 H.P.  ....................
$11990

BATHROOM
VANITIES

LARGEST
SELECTION

IN
MICHIGAN

BEST
PRICES
EVER

SACO KITCHEN
CABINETS

SOLID WOOD CONSTRUCTION
DOVE TAILED DRAWERS

LAYOUT ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

MUST MENTION THIS AD FOR SPECIAL 
PRICING - EXPIRES 11/30/14

CHINA SALE

MANSFIELD TWO PIECE
TOILETS 390-392 Bone-Biscuit

$3995
LARGE  SELECTION 

OF PEDESTALS

$2995

ST. THOMAS ADA
ELONGATED TOILETS

White

$7995

MANSFIELD ONE PIECE
TOILETS 705 Bone

$6995

STARTING AT

$49995
REG. $689.95

THE HEAT IS ON

WATER SOFTENERS

VENT FREE HEATERS

WE CARRY PARTS
IN STOCK

STARTING 
AT

NAT GAS ONLY
FROM 6,000 to 30,000 BTU

20% OFF
FURNACE FILTERS

20% OFF
FURNACE FILTERS

AND HUMIDIFER 
PADS

COUPON

COUPON

ALL 
SIZES

$7995

FLINT • 48505
1240 E. Coldwater Road

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. • Closed Sunday

810-787-5321
www.vicbondsupply.com

MUST MENTION THIS AD FOR SPECIAL
PRICING - EXPIRES 5/28/16
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MUST MENTION THIS AD FOR SPECIAL PRICING
EXPIRES 4/30/2016

www.VicBondSupply.com

FURNACES FURNACE PARTS
Starting at 

$550.00
12 Yr Warranty

•  Humidifier Pads
•  Air Cleaners
•  Replacement 
 Filters

•  Filters 
 (All Sizes)
•  Ignitors 
 (For All Makes)
•  Honeywell 
 Replacement 
 Parts

HUMIDIFIERS

Natural or LP Gas

40 Gal Nat. Gas
40,000 btu

6 yr Parts/Tank Warranty

$399.00

WATER SOFTENERS

Starting at 

$195.00
*Undermount Sink Included

Starting at 

$79.90

SUMP
PUMPS

Starting at

$445.00
Reg. $689.95

WATER HEATERTANKLESS HEATERS
Starting at

$695.00 

30 GALLON
LP Gas 

Water Heater

$399.90

Electric 
Water 
Heater

40 GALLON

$319.90
15 YEAR WARRANTY

Color

$795.00
$299.00

$499.95

20%OFF
BATHROOM CABINET 
TRUCKLOAD SALES

All Styles! All Sizes!

15 YEAR WARRANTY
Natural or LP Gas

WATER HEATER
40 Gal. Natural Gas

40,000 BTU
6 yr. Parts/Tank Warranty

$399.90

UP FLUSH TOILETS
PUMP

$699.90
FREE Up Flush 

Toilet 
With the purchase of each 002 Pump

#002 pump

Starting 
at

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1972

$409.90

BY SPENDING YOUR MONEY LOCALLY AT 
VIC BOND SALES, YOU HAVE HELPED US TO 
MAKE THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTIONS:

• Proud supporter of local little leagues and other 
sports teams.

• Supporter of Toys for Tots, local charity golf and 
other fundraising events, as well as nationally 
recognized charities including the Susan G. Komen 
for the cure local 3 day breast cancer walk and 
Relay for Life’s local cancer walks.

• Supporter of local scholarship funds, including the 
Lisa McElrath Scholarship Fund.

• Supporter of local charity organizations, including 
the St. Francis Prayer Center, St. Charles and Helena 
of Clio, and St. John of Fenton.

FURNACES
ALL MODELS

ON SALE!

PRE-SEASON SPECIAL

96% Efficient 
GDHE50

$2,799
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Come meet us, take a tour of  the facility and see 
how impressive and stress free your veterinary 
visit can be! 

� House calls 
� Full scale surgical, dental & medical services 
� Modern, bright facility 
� Top notch staff & doctors 
� AAFP Friendly accreditation 
� Dog treats (human, too!) in every room 
  to make the experience complete!! 

1495 Dauner Road • Fenton
www.animalhealthclinic.org 

810-629-9882

DR. SANDY SMITH
DR. ANGELA KVASNICA

Animal Health Clinic, P.C. has been providing full 
service veterinary care to the Fenton area since 
1989.  Since its first day in operation, Animal 
Health Clinic, P.C. has offered compassionate, 
progressive medical care on a first name basis 
for both pets and clients! 
WE OFFER: 

VILLAGE PRESIDENTS
● Jeff Miller 
(1995-2004)
● L. Joe Hutchins 
(1993-1995)
● Ardath Reagan 
(1980-1993)
● James L. Herrington 
1977-1980)
● Bruce L. Dryer 
1976-1977)           
● James D. Greig 
(1975-1976)

VILLAGE MANAGERS
● Greg Hansmeier (interim)
(1996-1997)
● James P. Murphy 
(1992-1996)
● Jane Bais-DiSessa
(1990-1992)
● Stan J. Greil
(1985-1990)
● Thomas E.O. Bercher
(1979-1985)
● Robert Lewis
(1974-1979)

VILLAGE DPW DIRECTORS
● Don Thompson 
(1975-1976)
● Ken Poff 
(1976-2003) 

VILLAGE POLICE CHIEFS
● Daniel Jones
(1994-1996)
● William Sudberry 
(1988-1994)
● Walter Sprenger
(1978-1987)
● Donald Callsen
(1975-1977)

VILLAGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
  Prior to 2004, the village of 
Holly Fire Department was part 
of the North Oakland County Fire 
Authority (Association) (NOCFA).  
  In 2004, the village began 
providing its own Fire and EMS 
services. Jack Hollands was hired 
as fire chief at that time. He retired 
in 2006.  
  Assistant Chief Paul Schimmeyer 
took command when Hollands left 
but also decided he was ready to 
retire in 2008.  
  In September 2008, the village 
and Groveland Township formed 
a partnership after an Oakland 
County study showed how both 
communities would benefit from the 
collaboration. 
  Steve McGee assumed command 
as chief in September of 2008 and 
remains the chief today.

Holly Village leaders
1976 - 1996

Compiled by Vera Hogan

nSome have come and 
gone; others have stayed 
and relocated
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
  Perhaps because it remains a small, 
quaint community, the village of Holly’s 
business landscape has not changed all 
that much over the years.
  The Holly Hotel, Red Devil Restaurant, 
Winglemire Furniture and Dryer Funeral 
Home continue to operate in their original 
buildings as they have for decades. 
  The shops on Saginaw Street and Battle 
Alley in the downtown saw their share of 
“come and go” businesses over the years. 
Creative Fashions on Battle Alley is the 
longest surviving shop on Battle Alley. 
  According to owner Jean Montooth, 
the shop opened in its current location in 
1979, having been located in the arcade 
next door for two years, since 1977.
  McKay’s Hardware Do-It-Center, 
once located in the downtown store now 
known as Main Street Antiques, relocated 
to its more spacious, modern location on 
the north end of town 21 years ago. 
  “For us, it was just because of space, 
including the parking, which was always 
an issue,” said Ken McKay during a 
Times interview two years ago.
  McKay’s Hardware has been in 
business since April 1, 1967 after Ken 
McKay’s father Ralph purchased it from 
Eby Paint & Wallpaper in Fenton in 
1965. Eby bought the downtown Holly 
hardware store owned by P.A. Wright & 
Son when its Fenton location came down. 

  Kerton Lumber has been a landmark 
business in Holly since 1950, when Lee 
Kerton started trucking lumber himself. 
Now a fourth generation of Kertons runs 
the business, still providing customers 
with a personal, old-fashioned hardware 
store shopping experience.
  Freeman’s Grocery Store, now Holly 
Foods, was once located in the area 
where Creative Smiles is in downtown 
Holly. Freeman’s was relocated to the 
north end of town to the new plaza in the 
early 1990s. 
  In 2004, Mark Freeman sold the store 
his father started in 1959, and it was 
renamed Holly Foods. In addition to the 
need for costly remodeling, the biggest 
reason for selling was the changes taking 
place in the grocery industry. 
  “The grocery industry has changed 
rapidly and dramatically,” Freeman 
said in early 2004. “It is increasingly 
more difficult to remain competitive and 
profitable.”
  He also said the grocery industry is just 
not a level playing field anymore.
  “It’s very difficult for independents to 
compete with the ‘sprawl marts’ of the 
world,” Freeman said.
  Still active in the community, Freeman 
has served as the long-time treasurer for 
Holly Township. He recently won another 
term, running unopposed in the primary 
elections earlier this month. 
  The IGA grocery store was located on 
Saginaw Street, about halfway between 
the downtown and Grange Hall Road. 
It was eventually purchased by Peros 

See HOLLY’S CHANGING on 18

Holly’s changing

Business landscape 

Al Lifsey
Realtor - Trusted Advisor
810.449.8782
Fenton • Hartland 
Brighton • Ann Arbor

3295 Silver Lake Rd.
Fenton, MI 48430

Each office independently owned and operated.

Platinum

Re/Max Platinum — 
Owned and operated by Joseph C. DeKroub

• Re/Max 100% Award Winning Agent 

• Top Producer Agent • Top Listing Agent 

• Multi-Million Dollar Producer

• Sterling International Society Award

www.AlSoldMyHome.com

whether you are

BUYING
or

SELLING

I’m your contact from 
START to FINISH!

I CAN HELP!

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

OVER
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Family owned & operated for 66 years

YOUR LOCAL HOME IMPROVEMENT HARDWARE STORE

1122 N. Saginaw St. • Holly, MI • 248-634-8951 M-F 7:30am-5:30pm • Sat. 7:30am-1:00pm

Kerton Lumber Co.
A Family

WE HAVE EVERYTHING FROM LUMBER, PAINT, & HARDWARE TO GARDEN, POOL & CRAFT SUPPLIES

IN 1995 
KERTON 
LUMBER 
BUILT AN 
ADDITION 

TO THE 
ORIGINAL 

STRUCTURE 
TO 

ACCOMMODATE 
COMMUNITY 

GROWTH

March, 1995

May, 1995

August, 1995

CANEVER
Continued from Page 9 
repair is much more sophisticated and 
technical.”
  Technology has drastically changed the 
lives of today’s drivers and passengers. 
Now, cars are simply high-tech devices on 
wheels with Bluetooth, WiFi, smartphone 
remote start, backup cameras and 
phone projection, plus many 
more.
  The type of vehicles 
sold is also very 
different today than 
it was back then. 
Conversion vans 
like an Astro were 
all the rage. “We 
sold more than 50 
a month back in the 
’70s and ’80s,” said 
Canever. “The Astro 
was kind of a pre-curser 
to yesterday’s mini-vans and 
today’s crossovers. They were great 
for travel, and spacious inside with bucket 
seats.”
  The oil embargo in 1973 forced small 
cars on the public, and they weren’t 
as good in quality or fuel efficiency as 
today’s larger cars. 

“Everyone does all 
their legwork and 

research online, and 
when they walk into our 
dealership, they already 
know what they want 

to buy.”
Richard Canever
Owner of Vic Canever 
Chevrolet in Fenton

In the 1980s 
  Size went the other way in the 1980s, 
when pickup trucks became the mainstay 
of auto sales at Vic Canever Chevrolet. 
They still are a huge segment of the 
consumer market.
  Richard Canever officially became 
owner of the dealership bearing his 

father’s name back in 1986.

In the 1990s
  B y  t h e  1 9 9 0 s , 

conversion vans were 
on the way out. Today, 
it’s the Traverse, 
Equinox and the 
Tahoe or Suburban.
  Back in the “older 
days,” cars were 
ordered with specific 

features, so that GM 
employees could get 

their discount. Now with 
incentives, most vehicles 

are sold off the showroom floor. 
  Leasing also became popular in the 

’90s, providing customers with a much 
lower monthly car payment. That was an 
important new service because interest rates 
were astronomical in the 1980s. Even by 
the late ’90s, a good rate would be 7 ½ to 8 
percent, compared to today’s 4.18 percent.

GOOD OL’ DAYS
Continued from Page 7 
encountered in Linden were Woody 
Hogan and Doug Donovan, who owned 
Donovan’s Meat and W.F. Close, who 
owned Close Chevrolet, where Sharp 
worked during high school. 
  His first professional encounter 
was with Rod Bowles, partner in 
Bowles and Sons Funeral Home. 
Sharp started helping him in the 
funeral home, and the rest is history.
  After buying the majority of the 
Bowles Funeral Home’s Fenton and 
Linden locations, he sold the Fenton 
location on Shiawassee Avenue and 
built a new funeral home on Silver 
Lake Road, next to Stevens Furniture. 
  “With the encouragement of Steve 
Suszek, I bought the property from 
Tom Kundinger and Nick Popa,” 
said Sharp. “Along with them, 
John Gerych, Sr., Jon Gerych, Jr., 
Ray Hunt, Jim Smith, Bob Cole, 
Jim Peabody and many others 
are unforgettable characters. The 
Rockman family has been a pillar and 
staunch supporters of not only me, 
but also the Fenton community. Bob 
Cole pretty much put me in business 
when he was president of The State 
Bank. John Gerych, Sr. bought my 
breakfast every day until his death. 
I can’t think of one bad experience 
I have ever had with any business in 
this community.” 
  Businesses and personalities that 
he misses are the A&W Drive-in, 
Virginia Bar, Rowena Theater, Giles 
Restaurant, Nancy Stockham, Otis 
Firman, Chet Hellis, to name a few. 

HOLLY’S CHANGING
Continued from Page 17 
Market, the name it bore for many years. 
The store is where Dollar General is now 
located. 
  For years, people in Holly and 
the surrounding communities bought 
their clothing at Schenk’s Department 
Store. Schenk’s had everything for all 
seasons – shoes, boots, active and casual 
wear, business attire, jackets and coats, 
accessories and more. 
  Schenk’s, which was started in 1952, 
was originally Groves 5 & 10 on Saginaw 
Street in downtown Holly. 
  The store’s “glory years” were back 
in the 1970s and 1980s, when Schenk’s 
Department Store was a destination for 
everyday clothing and special occasion 
wear. That was back in the days before 
national chains.
  The store was relocated to the Holly 
Plaza in 1979. Then in 2003, it was 
relocated again to the Stevens Furniture 
Plaza on Silver Lake Road in Fenton in 
2003, They were only there for three 
years, when Schenk decided it was time 
to close for good. 
  “Our first year in Fenton was very 
good,” said Schenk, whose Holly store 
always had a lot of Fenton customers. 
“But then the economy took a big hit and 
that changed everything.
  “We used to be the clothing destination 
for the entire family,” said Schenk in 2006 
when the store was closed. “People came 
from all over Fenton and Holly when they 
needed apparel, especially during the 
holidays. When national chains started 
coming in, especially Wal-Mart and other 
discounters, our ‘piece of the pie’ kept 
getting smaller.”

FESTIVALS
Continued from Page 14 
run the first weekend of December. 

Other community events
  The Fenton Community Expo was 
a small business expo when it debuted 
in 1984, and today has grown into an 
event recognized as Michigan’s longest-
running business expo — 32 years later. 
  Sidewalk sales used to be a popular 

summertime event that would draw 
families into town for big savings and 
community fun. Today, frequent retail 
sales take place at individual stores.
  Athletic events at all local high schools 
were also gathering spots for families, sports 
boosters and the community as a whole. 
“Our activities all centered around school 
events and football games in the late ’70s 
and early ’80s,” said Seger. “Our daughters 
graduated in 1976, 1979 and 1983.”
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WE’RE YOUR STATE-OF-THE-ART, 
HOMETOWN DENTAL CARE EXPERTS!

WEEKEND & EVENING APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE!

PATRICIA A. MCGARRY, D.D.S. 
FAMILY DENTISTRY

$8500
NEW PATIENTS ONLY!

Full mouth series of x-rays, dental cleaning & an oral cancer exam. 
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 10/31/16

200 Lindenwood Dr. • Linden
810-735-9426 • www.drmcgarry.com

Hours: Mon.-Wed. 11am-7pm • Thurs. 8am-3pm • Occasional Sat. 8am-Noon

SERVING LINDEN 
SINCE 1995!

Patricia A. McGarry, D.D.S.

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6823
  Many banks have come and gone in our 
local communities, but The State Bank 
has been serving customers in Fenton, 
Linden and Holly, and beyond for nearly 
120 years.
  The bank began as the Fenton State 
Savings Bank at the corner of Caroline 
and Leroy streets in Fenton, where The 
Loan Store now stands.
  Throughout its many years of operation, 
the company has grown significantly. It 
has more than 1,000 Fentura Financial 
shareholders, many of whom still live 
and work in The State Bank’s core 
communities in the local area.
  Fentura Financial shares are traded 
over the counter under the FETM trading 
symbol.
  The State Bank’s history and heritage 
are what make it a community bank. 
  H.B. Latourette, a long-time area 
banker, and four other prominent local 
residents opened the Commercial Savings 
Bank of Fenton in 1898. The five men 
divided 250 shares among themselves.
  As the bank grew, its name changed 
to reflect the expanding economy. By 
1940, the State Savings Bank of Fenton 

had assets worth $1.3 million. The bank 
continued to grow and had $4.3 million 
by 1945.
  A second office was opened in Linden 
less than 10 years later, with bank assets 
totaling $8 million. This was the first 
step in expanding banking services to 
customers outside of Fenton.
  The third office to open was on North 
LeRoy Street, in 1965, when the bank had 
record assets of more than $17 million. 
It had the first drive-up window, where 
customers could do their banking from 
their vehicles.
  The bank’s prosperity continued. 
In 1971, with assets of more than $48 
million, a fourth location opened on Owen 
Road. The State Savings Bank’s first 
Automated Teller Machine (ATM) was 
installed in 1977 at the new headquarters 
at One Fenton Square.
  Fentura, the holding company for The 
State Bank, was formed on July 1, 1988. 
At that time, the bank’s name was changed 
to The State Bank.
  As The State Bank approached its 100th 
anniversary in 1998, assets exceeded 
$250 million. The bank celebrated its 
anniversary with a huge party held in front 
of its Fenton headquarters.

THE STATE BANK
enjoys nearly 120 years 

in local communities

FENTON MAYORS
● Patricia Lockwood 
(1989-1998)
● Carl Hammond 
(1985-1989)
● Lucille Brabon 
(1977-1985)
● Leo Weigant 
(1975-1977)

FENTON CITY MANAGERS 
● Michael Cain
(1995-2000)
● James Creech
(1994-1995)
● Michael Schepers
(1991-1994)
● Michael Cain (acting)
(1991)
● Edward Koryzno
(1981-1991)
● James Wilson
(1979-1981)
● Victor Smith 
(1976-1979)
 
FENTON POLICE CHIEFS
● Gerald Cattaneo
(1987-2003)
● Ted Glynn
(1982-1986)

● Orville Lawson

(1980-1982)

● Byron Wirick

(1976-1980)

● Charles Conklin 

(1965-1976)

FENTON FIRE CHIEFS
● Jerry Palmer

(1990-1997)

● Jerry Peterson

(1989)

● Bruce Dorland

(1976-1988)

DPW DIRECTORS
● Dan Czarnecki

(2011-present)

● Les Bland

(1979 to 2011)

Les Bland worked for the city of 

Fenton for 35 years. He began 

working as a skilled laborer and 

in 1971 was promoted to DPW 

foreman. He was then appointed as 

director of the DPW in 1979.

City of Fenton leaders 
1976-1996

Compiled by Vera Hogan
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