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‘‘Sorry to see Al-
legiant Air is taking over 

Southwest 
flights to 
Florida out of 
Flint. Alle-
giant has one 
of the worst 

records in the industry. 
Check Allegiant’s re-
cord before you book.”

‘‘Seriously, you complain about having 
to walk two blocks to get to a downtown 
restaurant? If you think that is a problem, 
then you obviously don’t remember the 
days when you could park anywhere down-
town because there were few, if any, busi-
nesses down there. Be glad, not sad.’’

‘‘I know Hillary 
Clinton wants stricter gun 

control laws 
but not once 
have I heard 
her say she 
wants every-
one to get rid 

of their guns and not be 
able to buy guns.”

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE
810-771-TEXT

COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK

Powerball jackpot soars to $450 million

nFlushing man builds realistic Star 
Wars droids in rewarding, unique hobby
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Flushing Twp. — Kurt Zimmerman, 60, was a fan of 
the beloved Star Wars droid R2-D2, before he was a fan 
of the Star Wars movie itself. He saw the movie when he 
was 22 and thought, “that’s really cool, and it’d be really 
neat to have one.”

 Five years ago, he completed a fully func-
tioning radio-controlled droid. On Monday, as 
his picture was taken in his workshop, R2-D2 
chattered away in the other room. He also built 
“Chopper” the droid from the “Rebels” ani-
mated series, and BB-8, from the new movie.
 His R2-D2 doesn’t stay confined to the 
meticulously kept backyard garage — R2-
D2 has been on the center court of a Pistons 
game, hockey games, and his robot has been 
used in much the same way as therapy pets 

have, at schools and children’s hospitals. 
 “There’s kids there that don’t have a lot to smile about 
— but just to bring a little bit of a happy event to a kid’s 
day, it just blows you away.” 

See DROIDS on 5

‘These are the droids 
you’re looking for’
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Kurt Zimmerman poses with his hand-built droids Monday in front of a 
backdrop he takes to comic conventions. His R2-D2 cost about $2,700 to 
build, the BB-8, $1,800 and “Chopper” $2,000. 

Dollar General store 
coming to Linden
nPlanning Commission 
approves preliminary plans 
for a 9,000-square-foot store 
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 A preliminary site plan for a freestanding 
Dollar General was approved by the Linden 
Planning Commission. 
 Mike McPhersan, an engineer from Atwell 

See DOLLAR GENERAL on 5

winning numbers in the Saturday, Jan. 2 
game. One person took home $2 million 
and three others took home $1 million 
each in that drawing. 
 Saturday’s winning numbers were 5-6-
15-29-42 and the Powerball number was 10. 
 If the $450 million or higher prize holds 
true for tonight, a one-time cash prize will 
be worth $244 million or more, according 
to the Powerball website. 
 Players have a roughly one in 292 mil-

lion chance of selecting the jackpot-win-
ning numbers, according to Powerball.
 But as the saying goes, “you gotta be 
in it to win it.”
 The last time a Powerball jackpot 
reached this high was in February of last 
year, when three winning tickets split a 
grand prize of $564 million. The top prize 
in the game’s history — $590.5 million 
— was won in May 2013.

See POWERBALL on 6

nDon’t miss out — you’ll 
have until 9:30 p.m. tonight 
to buy your winning ticket 
By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Tonight’s Powerball jackpot is expected 
to climb or even exceed $450 million, one 
of the largest prizes in the game’s history.
 This after no one’s ticket matched the 
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Wednesday’s Powerball drawing is 
estimated to reach $450 million, according 
to the Michigan Lottery. This ticket was sold 
Tuesday at Locke’s Party Shoppe in Fenton. 

By Vera Hogan
vhogan@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 “A little at a time” seems 
to be the pace at which the 
village of Holly is getting 
monies owed by Silverman 
Properties. 
 The money is due after 
the village won a consent 
judgment against developer 
Silverman for unused water 

tap-ins. This led to village 
residents paying a bond 
debt fee regardless of how 
much water they use. The 
bond debt was incurred by 
the newly constructed $18 
million water plant and 
extending water service to 
a subdivision (Pulte homes) 
that was not completed, 

See TAP on 7

‘‘ This has 
been a heavy 
burden on the 
users of the 
water/sewer 
system but it 
is working its 
way toward 
resolution.’’Jerry Walker
Holly Village manager

Water/sewer tap payments trickling in slowly
nHolly Village leaders work toward 
solution to developer’s default 

El Niño effects  
could last the 
entire winter
nWarm winter means 
lower lake levels
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 At this time last year, 
lakes were frozen, ice fish-
ermen were out, and snow 
covered everything.
 This year is very different. 
El Niño, a complex weather 
pattern that describes the 
fluctuations in temperature 
between the ocean and 
atmosphere in the Eastern 
Pacific, has delayed the cold 
temperatures and snow this 
winter causing temperatures 
too warm for any Michigan 
lakes to freeze over.  
 Because of El Niño, the 
See LAKE LEVELS on 2
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LAKE LEVELS
Continued from Front Page
weather resembles autumn with no 
snow, above 40-degree temperatures 
and unfrozen lakes, which could have 
an adverse effect on water levels. 
 Jim Francis, the Lake Erie Basin co-
ordinator for the Department of Natural 
Resources, said he hasn’t heard of any 
lakes in Michigan that have frozen over. 
 “You have to take it on a case by 
case basis,” he said. 
 There are pros and cons to the weath-
er being too warm to freeze the lakes. 
 “Typically when we have a late 
winter, it usually reduces the amount 
of winter kill we get,” he said. “It typi-
cally happens in shallow lakes. “That 
would be in the plus column,” he said. 
 Winter kill is the amount of fish that 
die during the usually-cold season. 
 “Once you develop an ice cover, it 
separates the water and the air. What-
ever oxygen is in the water has to last 
throughout the winter,” Francis said. 
 In more shallow lakes, the oxygen 
runs out faster resulting in more 
winter kill. 
 However, El Niño is affecting the 

ice fishing 
season. 
 “ I t ’ s 
definitely 
k e e p i n g 
a n g l e r s 
off the ice. 
That does 
affect the 
amount of 
fish that get 
harvested,” 
he said.  

 It’s normally possible to ice fish 
in southeast Michigan during winter 
break, but this year it’s too warm. 
 According to the National Oceanic 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
there is a 90-percent chance the effects 
of El Niño could last throughout the 
whole winter, not only the beginning. 
 The warm weather effects were 
steadily increasing last year and they 
could have adverse effects on Michi-
gan lakes. Water levels are reduced 
when lakes don’t freeze over because 
more water evaporates. 
 “If you have ice it eliminates evap-
oration,” Francis said. “If you don’t 
have an ice cover, the lake continues 
to evaporate,” Francis said. 
 According to wbez.com, The 
Great Lakes ice cover has declined 
71 percent since 1973 because of ris-
ing temperatures, and Lake Michigan 
experienced record low lake levels in 
the past few years. 
 “It can potentially reduce the lake 
level. It depends on how much snow 
we get. They can be replenished,” 
Francis said.
 The warmer weather doesn’t affect 
fish behavior or where they choose 
to live during winter. 
 “Water temperatures are very 
similar whether you have ice or not. 
Water temperatures are probably 
only a degree more than last year with 
an ice cover,” Francis said. 
 He said the warmer weather isn’t 
a good or bad thing, just different. 
 “You know the weather in Michi-
gan. Give it an hour, it’ll change. You 
have wait and see how the winter turns 
out,” he said. 
Source: National Oceanic Service

‘‘ If you don’t 
have an ice 
cover, the lake 
continues to 
evaporate.’’Jim Francis
Department of Natural 
Resources Lake Erie Basin 
coordinator 

nFrom bridal shows to 
boat shows, the winter 
months are full of special 
shows/expos 
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 Whether you’re a bride, boater, home 
remodeler or fly fisherman, there’s an 
event coming up in the next few months 
to whet your appetite for the excitement 
to come.
 Michigan is 
home to hun-
dreds of events 
that cater to 
these special 
interests, and 
many of them 
are held during 
the cold winter 
months when 
it’s more enjoyable to be indoors.
 Here are a few upcoming dates you 
may want to mark on your calendar:

COMMUNITY EXPO
  • March 5-6: Fenton Community Expo, 
Fenton High School.

BRIDAL SHOWS
  •  Jan.  9:  Zehnder’s  Bridal  Extrava-
ganza in Frankenmuth.
  • Jan. 10: The Bridal Show at Holiday 
Inn Gateway Center in Flint.
  • Jan. 10: Winter Bridal Celebrations 
at The Palace of Auburn Hills.
  • Jan. 16-17: Novi Bridal Show at the 
Suburban Collection Showplace.
  •  Feb.  21: Bridal University  at  Ford 
Field in downtown Detroit.
 For a complete list of bridal shows 
in Michigan, visit www.michiganwed-
dingslavin.com.

BOAT SHOWS
  •  Jan.  15-17:  Lansing  Boat  Show, 
Lansing Center.
  • Feb. 13-21: MBIA Detroit Boat Show, 

n There are plenty 
of special events 
coming up during 
the winter months 
to whet your appe-
tite for your favorite 
hobby or interest.

Mark your calendar for upcoming events

Cobo Center.
  • March 10-13: Spring Boating Expo, 
Suburban Collection Showplace, Novi.

FISHING/OUTDOOR SHOWS
  •  Jan.  7-10: Ultimate  Fishing  Show, 
Suburban Collection Showplace, Novi.
  • Feb. 25-28: Outdoorama, Suburban 
Collection Showplace, Novi.
  •  March  11-13:  Fishing  &  Outdoor 
Show, Birch Run Expo Center.
  • March 12-13: Midwest Fly Fishing 
Expo, Macomb Community College 
Sports & Expo Center, Warren.

CAMPER/RV SHOWS
  •  Feb.  10-14:  Camper  &  RV  Show, 
Suburban Collection Showplace, Novi.
  • March 17-20: Camper & RV Show, 
Dort Federal Credit Union Event Center 
(formerly Perani Arena), Flint.

HOME SHOWS
  • Jan. 29-31: Novi Home Improvement 
Show, Suburban Collection Showplace.
  •  Feb.  25-28:  Cottage  &  Lakefront 
Living, Suburban Collection Showplace, 
Novi.
  • March 18-20: Home, Garden & Life-
style Show, Washtenaw Farm Council 
Grounds, Ann Arbor.
  • Late March (date to be announced): 
Spring Home & Garden Show, Dort Fed-
eral Credit Union Event Center (formerly 
Perani Arena), Flint.
  •  April  1-3:  Novi  Home  &  Garden 
Show, Suburban Collection Showplace.

GOLF
  •  March  4-6:  Michigan  Golf  Show, 
Suburban Collection Showplace, Novi.
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Chip Trealout with White’s Landing assists Keith Skotzky in preparing a $70,000 
Supreme towboat for a past boat show.
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Meg Wolosonowich, 14, cruises up the boardwalk on her Swagway Hoverboard on Ellen Street in Fenton last Wednesday. This 
particular brand of hoverboard has caused numerous fires nationwide, but to avoid fire hazards, her family only charges the board 
in 15-minute intervals and keeps it in sight. She’s had a lot of fun with her board and has possibly set a trend at AGS Middle School.

Hoverboards so hot this season, some even catch fire

‘‘ We did our 
due diligence 
afterward. We 
err on the side 
of caution.’’Kristen Wolosonowich
Mother of AGS Middle School 
student who has a hoverboard

nCheaply made batteries and 
chargers are being blamed
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 What companies and many consumers 
are calling “hoverboards” not only do not 
hover, they have been catching on fire, 
sometimes while someone is using it.
 These scooter boards went on sale 
a few months ago, just in time for the 

busy shopping holiday season. People 
were excited about riding around on a 
little hands-free scooter, going about 10 
miles an hour.
 One AGS Middle School student Meg 
Wolosonowich received a 
Swagway Hoverboard for 
her 14th birthday on Nov. 
12, 2015.
 “She’s amazing on it,” 
said her mother, Kristen. 
“It was instantaneous. She 
hopped on it and it was 
pretty cool to see.”
 Meg said, “It’s actually 
not that hard to ride once 
you get the hang of it.” 
 Fenton AGS Middle School Assistant 
Principal Eric Rettenmund let her bring 
the scooter into school. It was a hit. 
Fifteen students in her grade now have 
hoverboards.

 This product has gained traction online. 
Video after video of people using these 
devices have been uploaded to YouTube, 
and thousands watched a pastor ride one 
down the aisle during mass, or people 

falling off the scooter board 
and getting hurt. 
 However, this hot new 
product not only landed 
many people in the hospital 
with broken bones or twist-
ed ligaments, it became too 
hot in a few instances and 
caught on fire. One hover-
board in Louisiana is being 
blamed for burning down 
a house after it exploded, 

another combusted in the same state, and 
one caught on fire at a mall in Washington 
and shoppers were forced to evacuate. 
 These are only a few examples. 

See HOVERBOARDS on 6

Three steps 
to start your 
year right
n88 percent of 
Americans do not keep 
resolutions, but these 
goals are obtainable 
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 With every New Year comes the res-
olutions to get in shape and save more 
money, yet only 12 percent of people 
actually accomplish their resolutions, 
according to the Huffington Post. 
 About 75 percent of these resolu-
tions are maintained throughout the 
first week. What causes people to 
give up? 
 People usually get discouraged 
because the resolution isn’t realistic.
 Instead of declaring that you’ll lose 
40 pounds each month, make obtain-
able resolutions that you can easily 
track. 
 Here are three obtainable goals to 
start your year right. 

GET FIT IN SMALL WAYS
 Don’t set yourself up to fail with 
unrealistic resolutions of working out 
every day for two hours and eating only 
greens and proteins. Jesse Anderson, 
co-owner of Red Fox Outfitters said 
people often set too high of goals too 
soon. 
 “Things that are technically doable 
but not technically advisable,” he said. 
“Aim for consistency as opposed to 
volume to start. Usually it’s a bad idea 
to do too much too soon.”
 Anderson, who’s also a facilitator 
of a running/walking group with the 

See RESOLUTIONS on 6

‘‘ Aim for consistency 
as opposed to volume to 
start. Usually it’s a bad 
idea to do too much too 
soon.’’Jesse Anderson
Red Fox Outfitters co-owner
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EVERYONE HAS 
HEARD the term 
‘America the free.’ 
Think again. America 
has more regulations, 
rules and laws than any 
nation on earth. The 
funny part is that the 
people we elect make 
laws for governing all of 
us, but the laws don’t 
govern them.

nnn

I LOVE THIS New Year’s 
day snow so much. It’s 
such a gift of beauty. 
Stay quiet and watch 
for unlimited blessings 
in 2016. 

nnn

SO IT’S OK for Reagan to fly off to 
Florida when he wanted to go home 
for the holidays, or when Bush wanted 
to fly off to Texas, but Obama can’t fly 
off to his home in Oahu, Hawaii? He is 
going home for the holidays. 

nnn

THERE WAS NO other more 
vacationing and traveling president 
than George W. Bush. 

nnn

I WISH GEIKO Auto Insurance realized 
how much that Peter Pan commercial 
offends people, especially senior 
citizens. 

nnn

I HOPE MRS. Kenny has a great 
retirement after working 40 years in a 
school system and touching the lives of 
so many students. 

nnn

I MISS OUR small town too, I don’t 
think progress always means bigger 
and shinier. I like smaller and authentic. 

nnn

DEMOCRATS NEVER WANT to hear 
the truth; they only want to spread 
half-truths and hate. Try to have a 
conversation with a liberal Democrat 
and oppose their opinion. You will then 
be called a racist, bigot, women hater, 

homophobe, or anything 
else they can think of to 
call you.

nnn

ANYONE WHO 
UNDERSTANDS our 
government knows 
the Trump campaign 
is directed toward 
suckering dreamers and 
others like Foster Childs 
who can be taken by 
quick fixes.

nnn

I AM A devout Christian 
who really appreciated 
the article about the 
Khan family. As a 

Muslim family, they also value love, 
faith, family, peace and our country. 
Bless them for speaking out in this 
world of hate to help us grow in 
understanding. Thank you, Khan family.

nnn

FIRST, YOU SAID Obama was going to 
take your gun away, now it’s Hillary. 

nnn

ALL THIS MONEY spent revitalizing 
downtown Fenton. Yet, I asked a client 
to meet me at a restaurant downtown 
on Dec. 29, at 3 p.m. It’s impossible 
to park in this area requiring a two-
block walk — an icy, dangerous walk 
because sidewalks were untouched. 
Thanks city of Fenton for ignoring your 
great asset.

nnn

THANK YOU TO the two kids with their 
mother who were placing popcorn 
on the video machine and quarters 
on game machines one evening. You 
have inspired our family to begin acts 
of kindness ourselves. It’s a rewarding 
feeling.

nnn

CHARTER OUT ON Christmas Day. No 
rain, no bad weather. ‘Direct TV,’ was 
operational with no problems.

nnn

See HOT LINE throughout Times
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Submit at: tctimes.com, 
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All submissions, if approved for 
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the views of the Tri-County Times. We 
reserve the right to edit for clarity, 
length and liability.
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street talkWhat would you like to change in your life for 2016?
Compiled by Hannah Ball, staff reporter

“I’m learning just to be 
lighter. Just letting go of old 
baggage and old stuff. That’s 
why I moved out here.”

— Maureen Fermoyle
Holly Township

“My health. I have something 
wrong and I’m just waiting 
to get answers. I’m hoping 
to get answers this year. I 
want to become closer to my 
religion.”

— Shawna Teague
Fenton Township

“Health. My fitness. I want to 
get rid of my ‘dad body,’ work 
out more, eat healthier.”

— Zack Teague
Fenton

“I guess finish off my semes-
ter with another 4.0 and get in 
the nursing program at Mott. 
I’m going into hospice care.”

— Angel Reed
Linden

“I want to do more fishing, 
hunting, and gardening. I 
have five acres but I just grow 
weeds. Make more opportuni-
ties to grow, fish, and hunt 
things I can eat.”

— Terry Faul
Holly Township

Is Cruz more dangerous than Trump?
 You know what they say: ‘Be careful 
what you wish for, because you just might 
get it.’ That’s certainly turned out to be true 
in the Republican primary for president.
 For months, many Republicans and 
Democrats have been saying: ‘If only 
some other candidate could climb ahead 
of Donald Trump.’ Now it looks like 
somebody has climbed ahead of Donald 
Trump, at least in Iowa, and that person 
is Texas Senator Ted Cruz — who, in 
many respects, is worse than Trump.
 A Harvard graduate, Cruz is both 
smarter than Trump, and much more 
dangerous. He not only looks like 
Sen. Joe McCarthy, he’s just as ruth-
less. Where Trump swings wildly with 
a club, Cruz attacks artfully with a 
switchblade. He’s mean, vindictive, 
and, by far, the most extreme right-
wing candidate in the race.
 Compared to Ted Cruz, Donald 
Trump’s a moderate. Trump bemoaned 
the fact that we’ve spent $4 to 5 trillion 
fighting wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
when we should have been spending that 
money here at home on roads, highways, 
bridges, schools and hospitals. You’d 
never hear Cruz say anything like that. 
Trump sounds like a Democrat.
 On marriage equality, there’s also a 
big difference between the two candi-
dates. Cruz supports a constitutional 
amendment to reverse the Supreme 
Court’s decision recognizing same-sex 
marriage. But for Trump, who person-
ally opposes same-sex marriage, he’s 
willing to live and let live. 
 Cruz brags that he’ll repeal Obam-
acare on day one, and in 2013 he led 
efforts to shut down the government for 
16 days rather than fund the Affordable 
Care Act. Trump is a big supporter of 
single-payer health care. He told ‘60 
Minutes,’ ‘This is a very un-Republican 
thing for me to say … I am going to 
take care of everybody. I don’t care if it 
costs me votes or not.’
 Don’t get me wrong. This is no en-
dorsement of Trump. Far from it. He’s 
still an inexperienced blowhard and 
racist, unqualified to be president. But, 
on the issues, Ted Cruz is a lot more 
extreme. If Republicans ever do get 
stuck with Ted Cruz, they’ll wish they 
had Donald Trump back again.

The sum of all fears
 President Obama and members of his 
administration assure us we have noth-
ing to fear when it comes to terrorism. 
Whether you accept this, or not, there 
is another fear that in large part is be-
hind the phenomenon known as Donald 
Trump. It is the fear we are in danger of 
losing America.
 Speaking as a member of a group 
that will in this century become a mi-
nority in America — that would be 
white people — I don’t fear minority 
status. I fear that those who will soon 
make up the majority will not embrace 
the values and traditions that have built 
and sustained America through wars, 
economic downturns and other chal-
lenges to our way of life.
 Many Americans are angry that 
politicians of both parties seem to have 
placed their careers ahead of their re-
sponsibility to take care of the nation. 
Yes, we want immigrants to come to 
America, but we want them to come re-
specting our laws and values and to be-
come fully American without hyphens.
 Two forces are at work, undermining 
our foundations. One is apathy and the 
other is a determined assault on the beliefs, 
traditions, practices and faith that once 
characterized America. Either one causes 
harm enough, but when both are in play, 
we become like a boxer who is pummeled 
unconscious by a relentless opponent.
 The most effective response to people 
operating this cultural and political 
wrecking ball is to turn the tables. Whose 
values and beliefs have worked in the 
past to improve the lot of the people, and 
whose have failed? Traditionalists don’t 
have to play defense. They have only to 
remind Americans of the mess the secular 
progressives have made. 
 There is barely enough time to begin 
repairing the damage. The 2016 elec-
tion is only part of the process. If our 
citizens don’t pay attention to what 
is happening, future generations will 
rightly condemn us.
 Fear of losing what we have should 
motivate traditionalists to begin fight-
ing back against an anti-American tide 
that is undermining truths once consid-
ered self-evident. But they must first 
win the argument before winning the 
next election.
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‘‘ With weather 
cooperating, it 
should be good 
to go by the 
weekend.’’Jason Warda
The Barn owner

nBring your own skates 
and have some fun
By Hannah Ball
hball@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 Lakes may not be ice-skating ready, 
but The Barn is prepared for the winter 
activity. 
 A new ice rink, located adjacent to 
the restaurant, visible from northbound 
U.S. 23 and Torrey Road, 
gives the public an acces-
sible ice skating option. 
 “With weather coop-
erating, it should be good 
to go by the weekend,” 
said owner of The Barn, 
Jason Warda. 
 What used to be the 
popular volleyball courts 
is now a 60- by 80-foot 
ice rink. Warda flooded 
the rink on New Year’s Eve and hopes 
it will be ready for skating by this 
weekend. 
 People will be allowed to skate during 
the hours when the restaurant is open. 
 “We’ll probably do a couple nights 
where we’ll do some hockey and on 
the weekend, just do open skate and 
have fun,” he said. 
 His one rule is “just be safe.”
 Alcohol and slippery surfaces don’t 
mix, but Warda said he’s not worried. 
“We always keep a close eye on people 
and make sure we don’t over serve 
them. I definitely don’t want people 

Ice skating rink opens at The Barn
out here on their shoes. If people look 
like they’ve had too much to drink, we 
wouldn’t allow that.”
 The ice is about 6 to 8 inches thick. 
It took two full days to fill. 
 Warda will use a Zamboni to make 
the ice smooth, but said, “As long you 
scrape it well, you can just flood it 
with a hose and add a fresh layer to it. 
There’s a little bit of an art to it.” 

 People have to bring 
their own skates for now, 
but Warda plans to col-
lect skates for his patrons 
to use. 
 “That’s something I’ll 
do over the years, but for 
now people have to bring 
their own,” he said. 
 Warda obtained a 
special permit use and 
decided to build an ice 

skating rink because he’s been a hockey 
player his entire life, and always built 
his own rinks. 
 “But there are no outdoor rinks any-
more,” he said. “With the volleyball 
courts in the perfect spot, you might 
as well try to get year round use out 
of a space.”

Other ice skating options
• An outdoor ice skating rink at Uni-
versity of Michigan-Flint opened Jan. 
2. The public can skate from 12-4 p.m. 
on Saturday and Sunday, and from 6-9 
p.m. on Wednesday.

DOLLAR GENERAL
Continued from Front Page
for Zaremba Group, presented the pre-
liminary site plan for a 9,000-square-foot 
Dollar General at 601 West Broad St. 
and 521 West Broad St. to the Planning 
Commission on Nov. 2. 
 The preliminary site plan was ap-
proved by the Plan-
ning Commission on 
Nov.2, according to 
Linden City Planner 
Adam Young. 
 “Both the city plan-
ning consultant (Wade 
Trim) and engineering 
consultant (Hubbell, 
Roth,  &  Clark,  Inc.) 
recommended approv-
al of the preliminary 
site plan,” Young said. 
 The site, which is 
zoned General Com-
mercial District, is 2.31 acres. This zon-
ing allows for retail stores as a principal 
permitted use. 
 “There were several minor site plan 

changes that need to be made by the 
applicant as they prepare their final site 
plan,” Young said. Engineers will have to 
alter plans to the trash receptacle, clarify 
new landscaping, which would remove 
trees, and a few other details. 
 “The final site plan requires much more 
detail to be provided in comparison to the 

preliminary site plan,” 
Young said. Such details 
include proposed water, 
sewer, and stormwater 
improvements. 
 “The next step in the 
process is for the ap-
plicant to submit their 
final site plan for review 
by the Planning Com-
mission. If the final 
site plan is approved 
by the Planning Com-
mission, the applicant 
can then proceed with 

the development of construction plans and 
seek permits for construction,” Young said.
 The engineers are expected to submit 
final site plan approvals early this year.

‘‘ If the final site plan 
is approved by the 
Planning Commission, 
the applicant can 
then proceed with 
the development of 
construction plans.’’Adam Young
Linden City planner

DROIDS
Continued from Front Page
 He has worked with the Boys and Girls 
Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters and Make 
a Wish Foundation, and even events in 
the tri-county area.
 When the new Star Wars movie was 
released last month, his creation was 
the star of the show at NCG Cinemas 
in Grand Blanc. While it takes a lot of 
time and energy to build, those kinds 
of rewards make it all 
worth it, he said.
 Zimmerman is part 
of a hobbyist group 
called the R2-D2 Build-
ers Club. The original 
builder of R2-D2 is 
part of the group, and a 
member built the droid 
used in the new movie 
“The Force Awakens,” 
which is about to set box office records. 
 Within the group are retired electrical 
and aerospace engineers. Zimmerman’s 
a father, and runs the chain of Gill-Roy’s 
Got It! hardware stores, mostly Michi-
gan, and his knowledge of hardware 
has helped him build his machines. The 
builders club also lends knowledge to 
assist members.
 Zimmerman used to build cars in the 
same shop, but on Monday, he sent R2-D2 
spinning and squawking around the small 
building. R2-D2 is powered by electric 
scooter motors, and piloted by a radio-

‘‘ Anytime I take R2-
D2 out in public, he 
draws a crowd. He’s 
just an unmistakable 
icon.’’Kurt Zimmerman
Star Wars droid builder

controlled airplane hand set. 
 The droid sounds the same as it does 
in the movie, as Lucasfilm made all the 
sounds available to the builder’s club. 
He’s seen children carry on conversations 
with the robot, whose looped 20-minutes 
of sounds fit the pattern of a conversation. 
He can also control the robot’s sounds via 
Bluetooth speaker.
 “Anytime I take R2-D2 out in public 
he draws a crowd,” said Zimmerman. 

“He’s just an unmistak-
able icon, he’s been out 
for 38 years now.” He 
said most are surprised 
by how big he is. Zim-
merman’s weighs 120 
pounds, while the in-
complete BB-8 weighs 
about 50. 
 While blueprints are 
available to build R2-

D2, there are none for BB-8. A lot of 
engineering and trial and error have led 
to the current model, which is basically 
a large ball that rolls around, with a head 
that stays in place up top. He is waiting on 
more magnets to hold the head on as it rolls.
 Once completed, his BB-8 will be 
one of approximately seven functioning 
radio-controlled droids in existence. 
 He said so far, no one has figured out 
how to do the arm-and-lighter “thumbs 
up” that the movie BB-8 gives new Star 
Wars heroes Rey and Finn, but he expects 
someone will.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Kurt Zimmerman’s desk is where he builds the smaller parts of his droids, like BB-
8’s head. He uses spare computer parts and a carefully maintained storage system 
for the many needed pieces. 

(810) 629-5081
1030 Silver Lake Rd.  

Fenton

HOURS:
Mon. & Fri. 9 til 8:00
Tues. - Thurs. 9 til 6

Sat. 9 til 5:30
Sun. 12 til 4DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Furniture Inc.

JANUARY CLEARANCE

POW’R LIFT 
RECLINER

$649
SALE

$399
Compare 
at $699.95

ROCKER 
RECLINER

Compared at $2499.95

3 PC. Sectional w/ Corner Chaise
Contemporary style adds 
excitement to any decor

$1,099
Ottoman: $219.95

Entertainment

TV Base
for Plasma, 

LCD Flat Screen
Corsicana - Naples Plush

Take With

TWIN 2 pc set ........................
$199set

FULL 2 pc set ...........................
$269set

QUEEN 2 pc set .................
$299set

$599

LEATHER
ROCKER 
RECLINERBIG 

SAVINGS

SALE
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HOVERBOARDS
Continued from Page 3
 According to Wired magazine, the lithi-
um-ion battery, which can also be found in 
smartphones, tablets, and laptops, is causing 
these fires. Companies are mass-producing 
these boards to sell as many as possible, so 
many of the parts are cheaply made. 
 The lithium-ion battery is no exception.
 A defective charger also may cause 
problems leading to a fire. In one inci-
dent, a board exploded while charging in 
Lacey Township, New Jersey. The family 
reports hearing a “loud bang and pieces 
flew like a bomb, and then it just went up 
in flames,” according to 6abc.com. 
  “Unfortunately, all of the national press 
came out after we had purchased it,” Wo-
losonowich said. “I’m pretty cautious. I’m 
unsure that I would have made the initial pur-
chase had I been privy to all the information.”
 She even called the corporation to 
discuss safety.
 These fiery explosions prompted Ama-
zon to stop selling boards made by certain 
companies, like Swagway, until they are 
safer. Swagway hands-free smart boards, 
the same product, is available on Amazon 
for $499.99. Wolosonowich said she is 

glad about this. 
 The Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission is investigating at least 22 reports 
of fires caused by hoverboards across at 
least 17 states, according to usatoday.com. 
 Moreover, top airlines have banned these 
products from their planes citing safety 
issues with the lithium-ion batteries. New 
York City has banned them from the streets. 
 “I hope the federal government lays 
down safety laws,” Wolosonowich said. 
They only charge their hoverboard for 15 
minutes at a time.
 “We did our due diligence afterward. 
We err on the side of caution,” she said. 
“Safety comes first. We just monitor 
everything she does with it.”
 The CPSC recommends not charging 
a hoverboard overnight, and making sure 
someone watches it the entire time it is 
plugged in. 

Lithium-ion batteries
When lithium-ion batteries are 
punctured, it causes a fiery explosion. 
Because these batteries contain highly 
flammable electrolytes that burn fast 
when exposed to oxygen, the fires can 
easily grow.
Source: wired.com

RESOLUTIONS
Continued from Page 3
Greater Flint Track Club, recom-
mends planning things on a day-
by-day basis and not increasing the 
amount of mileage you’re running or 
the amount of activities you’re doing 
at once. 
 Briskly walking for 20 minutes 
every day around your neighborhood 
or a mall could reduce someone’s risk 
of early death from 16 to 30 percent, 
according to express.co.uk. 
  Southern Lakes Park & Recreation 
offers a free walking program Monday 
through Thursday from 6-8 p.m. at 
Fenton High School. All walkers need 
to do is pick up a walking badge at the 
SLPR office. 
 Attempting to work out too much 
too soon could result in overusing 
your muscles and getting burnt out. 
 Anderson said be consistent and 
develop the habit is important.  “It 
doesn’t take long. If you do something 
every day or a few times a week, it 
becomes easier to do. The bigger goals 
will take care of themselves,” he said. 

GET FIT FINANCIALLY
 Studies have proven that people 
who have healthy habits struggle less 
financially and are healthier. 
 Making sure your finances are in 
order will help you make payments 
on time and improve your credit score. 
There are a few ways to accomplish 
this.
 Implement a budget to compart-
mentalize your money so you only 
spend a certain amount on certain 

items. Most Americans try to budget, 
but only 40 percent actually stick to 
them, according to wallethub.com. 
 Automating, or setting up an online 
automatic withdrawal system, will 
ensure that your bills are paid on time. 
You won’t have to deal with late fees 
and your credit score will not suffer. 

CHANGE YOUR PASSWORDS
 The year 2015 was possibly the 
worst year for cyber attacks in the 
United  States  with  approximately 
188 million personal records stolen 
and more than 300 million new forms 
of malware created, according to the 
Identity Theft Resource Center. 
 Many people don’t believe their 
online accounts are safe, but there’s 
an easy solution: change your pass-
word.
 Everyone should change his or her 
online banking password every three 
months, according to wallethub.com. 
  Using a certain password because 
it’s easy to remember could result in 
a security breach, but using different 
passwords for login account makes 
it easier to forget them. Once you 
forget the password, you have to deal 
with the security questions, which are 
subjective and usually case-sensitive.  
 National Public Radio recommends 
making a list of all your passwords and 
login information to keep at home, 
carry with you, or keep online.
 None of these methods are fool-
proof, however. The best way to 
stop someone from hacking your 
accounts is frequently changing your 
passwords. 

POWERBALL
Continued from Front Page
 Powerball is played in 44 states, along 
with Washington D.C., Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands.
 The Powerball is not the biggest lottery 
ever won. The nation’s biggest lottery 
prize was a Mega Millions jackpot of 
$656 million in 2012. 
 According to Powerball rules, the 
minimum age to play Powerball is 18 in 
most participating jurisdictions, except in 
Nebraska, where it is 19, and in Arizona, 
Iowa and Louisiana, where the minimum 
is 21. Generally, Powerball players do not 
have to choose cash or annuity unless they 
win a jackpot. In that case, they usually 
have 60 days to choose.
 For more information about Powerball, 
visit powerball.com, or Michigan.gov/
lottery. 
 Players are encouraged to play re-
sponsibly. Lottery games are just that — 
games. Lottery games are designed to be 
enjoyable entertainment for adults, and 
for the vast majority of lottery players, 

that’s exactly what they are.
 Never spend more than you can afford 
on any lottery product. If you or someone 
you know has or might have a problem, 
please call 1 (800) 522-4700 for help or visit 
www.ncpgambling.org if you would like 
additional information on how to get help.

Winners could 
love their neighbors
 If the winner of tonight’s Powerball 
jackpot is a city of Fenton resident, for 
example, he or she could really make 
their neighbors happy. If the winner takes 
the $244 million one-time cash prize, 
that lucky person could give $20,333 to 
each of Fenton’s approximately 12,000 
residents (including themselves for that 
amount). That means every resident could 
make a big dent in, if not completely 
pay off all of their bills, including taxes. 
Everyone could buy a sensible new car, 
for example, or contribute to the local 
economy in countless other big ways 
that would see positive results for years 
to come. Not a good idea? Well, it was 
worth a shot. Good luck anyway! 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

David Singh, Locke’s Party Shoppe of Fenton owner, watches as a lotto player 
finishes scratching off his tickets. Wednesday’s record setting estimated $450 million 
Powerball jackpot is expected to set a new sales record. 

BOARD SEAT
VACANCY
FENTON AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
is seeking candidates to fill a vacant board 
of education seat. The open vacancy is 
to fill the remaining term of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Geib, whose term expires in December 2018

TO
MR. DREW SHAPIRO, BOARD PRESIDENT

 C/O OF MICHELE WILSON
FENTON AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
3100 OWEN ROAD

FENTON, MICHIGAN 48430

LETTERS OF INTEREST 
MUST BE SUBMITTED BY

5:00 PM
FRIDAY • JANUARY 15 • 2016
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Mark McCabe

judgeAsk the
67th District Court

TAP
Continued from Front Page
leaving the village and residents in a 
lurch.
 Fewer than 300 of the 900 homes in the 
subdivision were actually built. Obtain-
ing a surety bond would have given the 
village recourse should the development 
not eventually cover the cost of the ex-
panded water service. At the time, village 
attorneys recommended a surety bond, 
but Pulte, the home builder at the time, 
would not agree to one. 
  According  to Village Manager  Jerry 
Walker, the village filed a lawsuit against 
Silverman Properties in 2012. 
 “In May of 2013, we reached a settle-
ment agreement with Silverman specify-
ing they would make quarterly payments 
toward a mutually-agreed amount of 
$497,000, which was equal to 71 water/
sewer taps that they were obligated to 
purchase from the village,” Walker said. 
 The consent agreement from Circuit 
Court Judge Denise Langford Morris or-
dered that Silverman pay $497,000, with 
$100,000 submitted before Aug 1, 2013.
 “If Silverman defaulted on the agree-
ment then the amount defaulted on would 
increase to $700,000,” said Walker. “A 
payment of $100,000 was received in 
August of 2013.” 
 No other payments were received and 
in February of 2014, the default judgment 
was ordered by the court, Walker added. 
 “After scheduling and adjourning sev-
eral Debtor Exam Hearings, $40,000 was 
received in June of 2015 to postpone the 
hearing, and the hope was regular pay-
ments would begin,” he said.
 Another payment of $45,000 was re-
ceived in July of 2015. To date, the total 

amount paid on the judgment is $185,000 
with future debtors exams to be scheduled 
in 2016, Walker added.
 “Recently, Silverman sold 81 building 
lots off Grange Hall Road, directly behind 
Patterson Elementary and the Mill Pointe 
subdivision,” Walker said. “Part of the 
original negotiations with the purchaser 
was that the purchaser would pay the tap 
fees for those lots directly to Silverman, 
who would then pay the village.  
 Walker said after investigation, the 
purchaser determined the correct course 
of action was for him to pay the village 
directly as the homes were built and taps 
were obtained.  
 In the end, each tap purchase will be 
credited toward the amount owed by 
Silverman, so as the homes are built, the 
village will be made whole.
 This week Walker said, “This has been 
a heavy burden on the users of the water/
sewer system but it is working its way 
toward resolution.”

DRIVER CRASHES, 
FLEES FROM SCENE
Fenton police are waiting for the 
owner of an abandoned vehicle 
to claim it, according to Fenton 
Police Chief Rick Aro. The vehicle 
left the roadway at Adelaide Street 
and North Road between 4 and 5 
a.m. on Jan. 1. It crashed into and 
knocked over a tree at the Crystal 
Brook condominiums. The vehicle 
was towed and impounded, and 
several car parts were recovered 
from the scene. Condominium 
residents are concerned about 
the corner and might request a 
guardrail be installed.

Police&Fire

 report
Knock and talk
 One of the most frequently dis-
cussed legal issues in recent times 
has been the question of when is it 
constitutionally appropriate for the 
government to conduct search and 
seizures without a search warrant.
 A prominent example of this 
is the recent publicity surround-
ing the National Security Agency 
conducting surveillance on United 
States citizens and others.  As a 
result, the USA Freedom Act was 
signed by President Obama on 
June 2, 2015, curtailing such sur-
veillance.
 This is but one of the literally 
thousands of times search and sei-
zure issues have arisen in the legal 
system involving Fourth Amend-
ment protections against unreason-
able searches and seizures.
 The recent Michigan Court of 
Appeals case of People v Freder-
ick decided Dec. 8, 2015, raises 
one of the many issues involving 
the Fourth Amendment.
 The question in Frederick was 
whether the knock and talk proce-
dures used by the police constitut-
ed a ‘search’ within the meaning 
of the Fourth Amendment.
 The Court defined what a knock 
and talk is as follows:        
‘Generally, the knock and talk 
procedure is a law enforcement 
tactic in which the police, who 
possess some information that 
they believe warrants further in-
vestigation, but that is insufficient 
to constitute probable cause for 
a search warrant, approach the 
person suspected of engaging in 
illegal activity at the person’s 
residence (even knock on the front 
door), identify themselves as po-
lice officers, and request consent 
to search for the suspected illegal-
ity or illicit items……’
 The Court also discussed the 
2013 United States Supreme Court  
drug case of Florida v Jardines, 
which held that the knock and talk  
procedures used by the Florida 
police were unconstitutional as 
the police used a drug sniffing dog 
as a part of the process and found 
that it was more than a simple 
initial inquiry to eventually obtain 
consent.
 The Court then summarized the 
Frederick facts, which involved 
the police conducting knock and 
talks early in the morning based 
solely on information that the de-
fendants had drugs. In a 2 to 1 de-
cision, the Court held this proce-
dure was valid and distinguished it 
from Jardines.
 This case is probably headed 
to the Michigan Supreme Court 
and perhaps beyond. It illustrates 
the complexities and nuances of 
Fourth Amendment law and will 
be closely watched by the legal 
community.  

Fenton school board officers  
elected; seeking new member
At its organizational meeting 
Monday night, the Fenton 
Board of Education re-elected 
its officers. Drew Shapiro will 
continue as board president, 
Rick Koester as vice president, 
Daniel Carter as secretary and 
Tamara Valley as treasurer. Board 
Trustee Elizabeth Geib tendered 
her resignation from the Fenton 
Board of Education, which will 
be effective Jan. 8. Geib has 
resigned because she is moving 
out of state. In order to fill the 
vacancy, candidate applications 
will be accepted from Jan. 5-15.  
The deadline for candidate 
applications is Friday, Jan. 15 
by 5 p.m.  Candidates should 
submit a letter of interest to the 
Fenton Area Public Schools 
Board office at 3100 Owen Road, 
Fenton, MI 48430 or at  
www.fentonschools.org.

News briefs

View stories at
tctimes.com

$5.00 TICKETS EVERYDAY
Rate valid for most movies. All Day Tuesday• Mon, 
Wed and Thurs before 6 pm • Fri-Sun before noon. 
$5.00 rate not valid on Real D 3D, IMAX or 12:05am 

shows. Real D 3D films additional $2.00.

Online tickets and showtimes

SHOWTIMES: 810-695-5000
1 Mile N. of I-75 on Holly Rd. in Grand Blanc

NCG TRILLIUM CINEMAS
www.NCGmovies.com
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Fewer than 300 of the 900 homes in the 
Pulte subdivision in Holly Village were 
built. Unused water tap-ins have caused 
several years of lawsuits.

DO YOU HAVE MISSING, 
FAILING OR BROKEN TEETH?

Find out how implants are 
the permanent dental solution.

FREE
EXAM & X-RAYS

Present coupon at appointment. 
Cannot combine offers.

New patients only. 
Good until January 31, 2016.

Dental 
Implant 

Does not include abutment and Crown
Good through January 31, 2016. 

Good for 1st implant only

$950
ONLY

Steven A. Sulfaro, D.D.S
607 North Saginaw Street

Holly, Michigan 48442
Call Today! 248-634-4671

Dr. Sulfaro is THE BEST dentist ever!! 
Very up to date with technology…

I recommend him to everyone.

INCLUDES EXAM & 
NECESSARY X-RAYS.

(Savings of $105)

- Margo from Holly

A SAVINGS OF OVER $600
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nMany older adults and 
retirees try to escape the 
cold and snow 
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 No more shoveling snow, slipping on 
ice or shivering when you step outside. 
These are just a few of the joys of spend-
ing at least part of Michigan’s winter in 
a warmer climate. 
 If you’re lucky, you can break away 
from Michigan’s cold and snow for at 
least a short week or two, or you may 
decide to fly south for the winter, just 
like the birds. That’s how “snowbirds” 
originally got their name, now defined 
as retirees who spend from one to three 
months in a warmer climate, according 
to the University of Florida. Either way, 
you’re not alone.
 Florida, the Sunshine State, boasts 
more than 810,000 “snowbirds” a year. In 
fact, Michigan is the second most popu-

lar native home for Florida snowbirds, 
second only to New York, followed third 
by Ohio.
 One of the fastest growing retirement 
communities in Florida is The Villages, a 
luxury retirement community in Sumter 
County and spreading into portions of 
Lake and Marion counties. The Villages 
has more than doubled in size since 2010, 
now boasting more than 114,350 residents.
 Many snowbirds start “slow,” by rent-
ing for a few years or staying with friends. 
Those who adjust well by staying active 
and making friends may then decide to 
purchase a home and spend many years 
with dual residences.
 If you’re looking for a one- to three-
month rental, you may want to contact a 
real estate agent in your target location.
 While Florida tops the list for number 
of popular snowbird destinations, Cali-
fornia, Texas, Arizona and Nevada also 
offer warmth and sun for winter-weary 
retirees. Other popular warm weather 

See SNOWBIRDS on 14

Snowbirds ‘flock’ 
to Florida and other 
warm weather states

Senior Living Featured Section

N O W  S H O W I N G

Learn How To Get The Most From Your Retirement Savings

How To 
Maximize Your

Retirement 
Readiness

329 W. Silver Lake Road, Fenton MI 48430 | 810-593-1624 | KaydanWealthManagement.com
Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC.

Vis it  KaydanWealthPresents.com 
to download your  Ret irement Kit  today!

#1
HEARING AID 

BRAND

60
YEARS OF
SERVICE

Clearance Event Ends January 31st, 2016

MIRACLE-EAR 
Hearing Center

810-750-2626

18010 Silver Parkway 

FENTON
Greg Mundie

Hearing Instrument Specialist 
Carla Nichols

Receptionist



www.tctimes.com Senior Living Wednesday, January 6, 2016  9

‘‘ Last year, we had 
a really good turnout, 
about 80 to 90 
walkers. It’s not just 
seniors, it’s also young 
moms with strollers.’’Vince Paris
Southern Lakes Parks & Recreation director

nMove your fitness routine 
indoors for safe workouts 
during cold weather months
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 Don’t let winter’s slippery walking and 
running conditions outdoors keep you 
from meeting your fitness goals in 2016.
 Now is the time to move your fitness 
routine indoors, so that you can maintain 
your regimen and keep yourself safe from 
injuries. 
Walking
 Many local schools offer free walk-
ing programs in their 
hallways, providing 
a safe place to enjoy 
fitness walking.
 Fenton High School 
offers its walking pro-
gram from November 
through April through 
S o u t h e r n  L a k e s 
Parks  &  Recreation 
(SLPR). Walk times 
are Monday through 
Thursday from 6 to 8 
p.m. Interested walkers may stop at the 
SLPR office at the Fenton Community 
& Cultural Center 150 South LeRoy St., 
to pick up a walking badge prior to par-
ticipation. They also will learn about the 
extra security put in place for this year’s 
program. “Walkers need to arrive at the 
door (north side of school between main 
gym and auxiliary gym by the parent 
drop-off lot) at 6 p.m. or 7 p.m., to be let 
in at one of these two times and walked 

to the staff lounge, where they will sign 
in again,” said Harrison Cypher, athletic 
programmer and facilities scheduler for 
both SLPR and Fenton schools. “That’s 
to eliminate the doors being unlocked for 
two hours with anyone able to wander 
around. They’re free to leave at anytime.”
 “Last year, we had a really good turn-
out, about 80 to 90 walkers,” said Vince 
Paris, SLPR executive director. “It’s not 
just seniors, it’s also young moms with 
strollers.”
 Linden Community Schools opens 
its doors for walkers through the winter 
months, according to Community Educa-
tion Director Debbie Brindle. Walk times 

are: Linden High 
School from 6:15 to 
7:15 a.m.; Linden 
Middle School from 6 
to 7:30 a.m. and from 
5 to 7:30 p.m.
 Holly community 
residents are wel-
come to walk the 
halls at the Karl Rich-
ter Campus of Holly 
Area Schools from 7 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Walkers 

should enter the building from the north 
entrance (school administration office), 
and sign in.
 There will be no walking at area 
schools when schools are not in session 
due to scheduling, inclement weather or 
when they are closed for holidays.
 Area malls also offer walking pro-
grams, if you want to browse and shop 
while exercising at the same time. 

See WORKOUTS on 14

Winter workouts

Dryer Funeral Home, Inc.
www.dryerfuneralhomeholly.com

Since 1925
Bruce Gordon Dryer, Manager

Funeral Pre-Planning

Cremation

markers ~ monuments

great lakes national Cemetery

memorial Videos

248-634-8291
101 First St. • Holly

 CALL US FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

Tired of Hurting?
Sick of Pain?

Personalized Care that Doctors Trust | www.AdvancedPhysicalTherapy.com

Aging doesn’t have to be 
painful. We can help you!

Our hands-on techniques and exercise programs 
delivered by highly trained, compassionate therapists 
will help you get back to an active, pain free lifestyle. 

Clio, Clarkston, Davison, Goodrich, Flint, Hartland, Grand Blanc
7 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

Hartland Clinic
11182 Highland Rd.

810.632.8700

Grand Blanc Clinic
10809 S. Saginaw St.
810.695.8700

A doctors prescirption may not be needed. Call today to 
schedule an evaluation and get on the road to recovery.

• Physical Therapy  • Occupational Therapy 
• Sports Medicine  • Certified Hand Therapy

MEMBER

Follow us on 
Facebook

www.abbeypark.com

Lyon Township

28413 Abbey Lane, New Hudson
(across from Coyote Golf Club )

Grand Blanc

3221 E. Baldwin Rd., Grand Blanc 
(west of Genesys Health Park Blvd.)

Independent 
Senior Living Community

Personal Care Assistance Available

Amenities Include:
• Beauty & Barber Shop 
• Ice Cream Parlor • Movie Theater 
• Convenience Store • Coffee Shop 
• Scenic Courtyard • Chapel 
• Library • Exercise Room 
• Private Party Room & more!

Rent Includes: 
• Daily Continental Breakfast 
• Daily Light Housekeeping  
• Weekly Full Maid Service 
• All Utilities (excluding phone & cable)
• Full Activities Program 
• Back-up Generator

THE PARK
WE

(248) 437-6550  (810) 606-1110

LIVE HERE FOR THE BEST OF YOUR LIFE®
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At WellBridge of Fenton, it is our commitment to  
provide our guests with an 
EPIC experience!

WellBridge of Fenton makes rehabilitation easier with our smart design, 
innovative concepts, authentic hospitality, and commitment to our guests.

your bridge to recovery and wellness

Specializing in post-acute rehabilitation and nursing care, we are designed to provide 
a bridge to recovery and wellness. We invite you to learn more about 
WellBridge at www.thewellbridgegroup.com

901 Pine Creek Drive, Fenton, MI 48430 • PHONE: 810.616.4100
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nBridge the miles via 
Skype, Facetime, gaming, 
books, calls
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 Grandparents of the 19th or 20th cen-
tury often lived in the same house or next 
door to their children or grandchildren, 
and could visit with them every day.
 In today’s mobile 21st century, 
those younger generations often live in 
another state or perhaps even another 
country halfway around 
the world.
 A recent AARP study 
shows that 45 percent of 
grandparents live more 
than 200 miles away from 
their children and grand-
children. Since many 
grandparents continue to 
work into their 60s and 
beyond, many only have 
time for semi-annual or 
annual visits, according to AARP Foun-
dation spokeswoman Amy Goyer.
 A new AARP Generations Study 
shows that Baby Boomer grandparents 
are more in touch with their children than 
their parents were with them. Today’s 
seniors help their young adult kids more, 
mostly by offering more advice and prac-
tical help, as well as occasional loans or 

other assistance.
 While grandparents can’t always visit 
their families as much as they’d like, most 
want to remain important influences in the 
lives of their children and grandchildren. 
Today’s technology makes some of these 
choices easier — and much cheaper — to 
accomplish.
 Here are six tips to help relatives stay 
close to their families:
  •  Technology,  including  Skype  and 
Facetime, has profoundly changed how 
people keep in touch with family and 
friends. First released in 2003, Skype 

uses Voice over Internet 
Protocol (VoIP) to share 
live pictures and voices 
via two computers or 
smartphones on the Inter-
net, instead of voice-only 
via old landline phones. 
Skype calls are free, and 
since computers, tablets 
and smartphones include 
a camera, you can speak 
and see family members 

at the same time.
 Do some long-distance doodling with 
your grandkids. If you have an Internet 
connection, Google email account and a 
webcam on your computer, go to Scoot 
&  Doodle  on  “Hangout”  at  https://
plus.google.com/+ScootDoodle/videos. 
This lets you instantly start sketching 

See TECH on 13

Keep in touch with 
grandkids through tech

Forty-five percent 
of grandparents 
live more than 
200 miles away 
from their children 
and grandchildren.
AARP study

an entrepreneurial business law boutique

PROFESSIONAL • TRUSTWORTHY • EFFICIENT

We offer a FREE initial 
consultation to determine 
the needs of our clients.

• Estate Planning
• Wills & Trusts
• Probate & Estates
• Real Estate Law
• Business Law & Transactions
• Car Accidents
• Contracts
• Corporations & LLCs
• Intellectual Property
• Personal Injury 

www.AbrahamPC.com
810.750.0440

16237 Jennings Road | Suite 200 | Fenton MI 48430 | 810.750.0440

    Providing professional legal services since 1993, 
Abraham | Law and Matthew Abraham have 
become a trusted asset for successful 
business owners and their families

SPECIALIZING IN:

WE 
CAN

WE 
SCAN

CAN YOU SEE 
YOUR LUNGS?

CURRENT OR FORMER SMOKER?  THIS SCREENING CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE!

ASK YOUR DOCTOR ABOUT OUR
LOW-DOSE CT LUNG CANCER SCREENING

  Must be between the ages of 55-77
  Scans covered by nearly all insurances.

HAVE A HIGH DEDUCTIBLE 
OR NO INSURANCE AT ALL?
We offer self-pay for high quality  
imaging services up to 50% or more!

Fenton • Flint • Grand Blanc

Early detection of 
lung cancer leads 

to easier treatment, 
reducing deaths by 

20% more than 
chest x-rays alone.

WE
CAN

WE
SCAN

CT LUNG SCREENINGS ARE 
JUST $149* AT RMI.

*Cash pay saves you up to 50% or 
more for the same quality exams.
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nFamily members 
should have ‘the talk’  
with aging parents to  
make their wishes clear
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 Some family topics are just plain 
difficult to discuss. Talking about your 
final wishes to 
your children 
as a grown, ma-
ture adult is just 
about as diffi-
cult as talking to 
them about the 
“birds and the 
bees” when they 
were younger.
 So many peo-
ple never talk 
about this important subject, and it’s 
one that needs to be discussed in order 
to avoid added stress and emotion at a 
difficult time.
 One Fenton man drove 100 miles at the 
invitation of his 91-year-old father to talk 
about his final wishes. “Oh, we can talk 
about that another day,” the father an-
nounced abruptly and changed the topic.
 After he died three years later, his sur-
viving family had doubts about whether 
they were proceeding as he wished, 

because the subject was never discussed 
in depth.
 People all agree that families should 
have “the talk” with grandparents or other 
aging family members, but it’s a difficult 
thing to do. Elder care attorney Michael 
Kirtland of Colorado says there are two 
ways to make sure your final wishes are 
followed:
 Legal documents — Communicat-
ing your wishes to family members who 

See FINAL WISHES on 16

How to discuss your 
final wishes with family

n It’s important for 
families to have an 
open discussion 
about an aging 
family member’s 
final wishes regard-
ing end-of-life care, 
funeral services, etc.

MAKING YOUR RETIREMENT DREAMS A REALITY

(810) 953-4444
8305 S. SAGINAW ST. | SUITE #2 | GRAND BLANC, MI 48439

Steven C. Bliss, CFP,® APMA® 
Todd Tarantino, CFP®

Noah C. Morgan, MBA, CFP®
Jim Barrett

Michael Farnsworth, CFP®
Chris Russell

Wealth Management   |   Retirement Planning  |  Estate Planning  
   Life Insurance   |  Tax Planning  |   Longterm Care Planning

One more reason to transfer
your pre arrangements to Sharp:
Community- Sharp Funeral Homes has been caring for families for over 100 years

serving generations of Local Families.  If you already have funeral
prearrangements with another funeral home, they can help you move your

prearrangement to Sharp Funeral Homes without any additional cost.

All facilities are handicapped accessible.

Michael T. Scully, Manager
1000 Silver Lake Rd, Fenton
(810) 629-9321

Fenton Chapel

Toll-Free 1-877-53 SHARP

Three additional locations in Swartz Creek, Linden,and Flint/Grand Blanc TownshipTwo additional locations: 8138 Miller Rd. in Swartz Creek 
 and 6063 Fenton Rd. in Flint/Grand Blanc Township

Fenton Chapel
1000 Silver Lake Rd. • Fenton

Michael T. Scully, Manager

(810) 629-9321
Linden Chapel

209 E. Broad St. • Linden
Stephanie Sharp Foster, Manager

(810) 735-7833
sharpfuneralhomes.com

when considering
funeral preplanning...

let us answer your questions.
• No cost or obligation

• We accept transfers from other funeral homes
Ease the stress on your loved ones with 
a pre planned funeral to fit your needs.
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TECH
Continued from Page 11
face-to-face, or you can even play tic-tac-
toe games online. It’s a very high-tech way 
of doing a simple virtual activity together.
 You can play video, computer or card 
games online together, as another way to 
keep in touch. This creates shared experi-
ences between generations, plus topics 
for conversation.
 If you aren’t particularly tech-savvy, 
you can still stay in touch reading sec-
tions of favorite kids’ books on the phone. 
You can also make a tape recording that 
the parents can play at night, to help the 

grandchildren fall asleep.
 Another wise method of staying in 
touch with grandchildren is by being in 
good communication with your 
children, their parents. Parents 
can keep the grandparents 
informed of the grandchild’s 
activities, giving seniors some-
thing to ask about during the 
next phone call. Grandparents 
can share about themselves, 
too, including hobbies and 
sports and recalling stories of 
how their children, the grandchildren’s 
parents, grew up.

 Stay in touch with the Toy-Fi Teddy, a 
12-inch-tall stuffed toy that allows par-
ents or grandparents to send voice mes-

sages to grandchildren from 
afar. When the message is 
ready, the teddy’s heart glows, 
letting kids know a message 
is waiting. Kids can also use 
the Toy-Fi Teddy to record a 
message of their own. This can 
be sent back to the parents or 
grandparents via Bluetooth, 
to be heard via a computer or 

smartphone app. The Toy-Fi Teddy costs 
about $40.

n Today’s 
technology takes 
some of the miles 
away between 
grandparents who 
live a distance from 
their children and 
grandchildren.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | SALLY RUMMEL

A Shutterfly-produced book like this 
about the special relationship between 
grandparents and their grandchildren is a 
precious gift than can span a long distance.

“My first grandchild 
was born in April and I 
retired in May. I moved 
to Michigan from 
Wisconsin, leaving my 
home and husband for 
a year to help my son 
and daughter-in-law take 
care of their first child.”

— Sandy Dahm
Holly/Sussex, Wisconsin

“I’m a self-employed 
therapist, so I hope I will 
be able to retire one day. 
It’s all on me.”

— Sara Griffin
Fenton

“We’d like to buy a 
house on Houghton 
Lake. That’s our dream.”

— Kim Whisman
Linden

“To not work, just relax 
and travel. There are a 
lot of places in the U.S. 
and abroad that I haven’t 
seen.”

— Alan Janssen
Tyrone Township

“I want to travel and 
actively see all that we 
have in the U.S. We’d 
like to travel by car 
out west to the Grand 
Canyon, so we can see 
everything along the 
way.”

— Debby Dietch
Linden

“To travel and see 
the world. I definitely 
wouldn’t mind having a 
cabin in northern Michi-
gan. A lot will depend 
on Social Security when 
I get there.”

— Connor Morrison
Davison

street talkWhat are your dreams for retirement?
Compiled by Sally Rummel, features writer

Since 1953

Dr. Scott Moore 
Dr. Allison Ezell-Davies

Adult • Glaucoma • Diabetic Care 
Cataracts • and More

3140 Silver Lake Rd., Fenton 
810-593-1000

Burton Office: 1235 S. Center Rd. #16: 810-744-1950
Flint Office: 523 M.L. King Ave.: 810-238-0925

Great Eye Care without emptying the bank

Senior Living Community

Vicky Coppler
Community Manager

201 E. Elizabeth • Downtown Fenton 
(810) 629-1179

millpond@kmgprestige.com

Fenton’s Best Kept Secret
for Seniors 55+

Apartment openings available 
*Pending income qualified

www.mackheat.com

       (810)
714-9500

Your Total
Home Comfort
Specialist

SCHEDULE SERVICE TODAY!

• Service
• Installation
• Preventative 
   Maintenance
• Safe Comfort 
   Club

10%

  off
FOR SENIOR 

CITIZENS
(65 or older)

• Air Conditioning
• Heating

• 24 Hour Service
• Licensed & Insured

D&S STUMP 
GRINDING

(810) 730-7262
(810) 629-9215

n Small yard accessible
n Free estimates

n Insured

Specializing in 
removal of 

unsightly stumps 
& roots from 

your lawn

Big or small, we grind them all! 810-735-7967

Ask about our low-cost 
LABOR-ONLY CHARGE!

FENCE
for

LESS

and welcoming each resident into our hearts

We pride ourselves on being

family oriented

(810)
735-9487Since 1964

Because smaller is better for the elderly

When you can’t be home, be...

For more information 
or a personal tour call

810-593-0690
305 Furlong Court • Fenton

DRIVE-IN OR BY APPOINTMENT: 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PM, SATURDAY 8AM-3PM 

24 Hour Emergency Service
24 Hour Towing, 

Shuttle & Car Rental

810-629-1066

Ask about our
NO INTEREST FOR 
12 MONTHS OFFER!

See us for 
details.

See store for details. Must present coupon. Expires 1/31/16

10% OFF
ALL SERVICES

1478 N. LeRoy St. | Fenton
www.mufflerandgo.com

Senior Living DIRECTORY
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SNOWBIRDS
Continued from Page 8
states include Georgia, Alabama and 
South Carolina.
 If you’re looking for heat, these 
cities  were  the  hottest  in  the  U.S. 
in 2014, according to the National 
Climatic Data Center:
1. Key West, Florida 
— average temperature: 78.6
2. Miami, Florida 
— average temperature: 77.5
3. Phoenix, Arizona 
— average temperature: 77.2
4. Fort Myers, Florida 
— average temperature: 75.2
5. Brownsville, Texas 
— average temperature: 73.9
6. Orlando, Florida 
— average temperature: 73.2
7. Tampa, Florida 
— average temperature: 72.9
8. Corpus Christi, Texas 
— average temperature: 72.2
9. Tucson, Arizona 
— average temperature: 72.2 
(also one of the sunniest 
places in the U.S., shining 85 
percent of the time)
10. Las Vegas, Nevada 
— average temperature: 72.1 
(also 85 percent sunny)
11. Hawaii and Puerto Rico 
— average temperature in 
Honolulu: 78.2 and in San 
Juan, 82.
 Some of the most popular snow-
bird destinations, according to Lug-
gageWatch, include: 
1. Naples, Florida
2. Scottsdale, Arizona
3. Miami, Florida
4. Los Angeles, California
5. Boca Raton, Florida
6. Beverly Hills, California
7. Austin, Texas
8. La Quinta, California
9. Palm Beach, Florida
10. Sarasota, Florida
11. Vero Beach, Florida
12. Las Vegas, Nevada
13. Palm Beach Gardens, 
Florida
14. Palm Desert, California
15. Tucson, Arizona

Michigan is the second 
most popular native 
home for Florida 
snowbirds, second 
only to New York and 
followed third by Ohio.
University of Florida

WORKOUTS
Continued from Page 9
Walking  takes place at Genesee Valley 
Center in Flint seven days a week. Use 
the main entrance doors from Monday 
through Saturday, beginning at 8 a.m. 
and Sunday at 10 a.m.
 Walking the interior of the mall at the 
edge of all hallways should be considered 
one mile,  according  to Genesee Valley 
Center’s website.
Swimming
 Fenton High School’s swimming pool 
is open for a number of aquatic programs 
and swimming lessons, with commu-

nity programs offered through Southern 
Lakes Parks & Recreation. 
 Aqua Zumba, Senior Splash, water fit-
ness and lap swimming are all scheduled. 
For a full schedule of classes, visit www.
slpr.net. To reach the pool office directly, 
call (810) 591-2622.
 Holly High School has its own pool, 
which is operated by the Holly Township 
Parks &  Recreation  Department.  Chil-
dren 3 and under are admitted free and 
those 14 and under must be accompanied 
by an adult. For more information about 
classes, open swims and lap swims, call 
(248) 634-1758.

 Hartland Community Aquatic Center, 
with a lap pool and leisure pool, is open 
for 13 different water classes each week, 
from open swims and lap swims to Splash 
& Play and swimming lessons. For more 
information, visit www.hartlandschools.
us or call (810) 626-2282.
Community Education classes
 Local residents can enjoy discounted 
fitness and enrichment classes through 
their school district this winter. South-
ern Lakes Parks & Recreation schedule 
classes from Fenton Area Public Schools 
and Linden Community Schools handles 
its own community education programs. 
Holly community programs are sched-
uled through the Karl Richter Campus. 
For more information, call (248) 819-
0101. 
Gyms/fitness/
yoga studios/dance
 Dozens of indoor dance and fitness 
classes are held at local studios and fit-
ness centers — from yoga and Zumba 
to Jazzercise and fitness boxing. Be sure 
to check out the Loose Senior Center in 
Linden for fitness classes for residents 
age 50 and older. For more information 
about class schedules and times, contact 
your local studio or center.
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nGetting a late start? 
Here are a few tips
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 If you’re reading this article in a senior 
section of a newspaper, you’re likely 
older than your 20s. That means you’re 
already getting a later start in saving for 
your retirement.
 Here are a few tips that can help you 
catch up, even in mid-life with retirement 
looming only a decade or two away.

#1 Understand how much you need
 You need to find out how far behind 
you are, in order to play catch up to retire 
with a lifestyle you desire.
 First, look at your current spending. What 
do you need to sustain your lifestyle — 
$50,000, $75,000, $100,000? Next, look at 
how much money you’ll receive from Social 
Security and any pensions or other income 
sources you have. Subtract this from your 
expenses. The amount leftover is how much 
your portfolio will need to generate. 

See RETIREMENT on 16

ways to play ‘catch 
up’ for retirement8

810-606-9950
5370 E. Baldwin Road

Grand Blanc, MI 48439
theoaksatwoodfield.com

Home Again.
Independent Again.
Our Home Again rehabilitation program combines 
innovative therapy approaches with expert therapists 
and hotel-like amenities. Our goal is to get you back 
home and back to maximum independence as quickly 
as possible. But, once you experience our homelike 
environment, chef-prepared meals and beautiful private 
suites, you may just want to stay! For more information 
or to schedule a private tour, please call or stop by today!

Follow us on your favorite social networks

16300 SILVER PARKWAY, FENTON | 888-320-9507
WWW.LOCKWOODSENIORLIVING.COM

A  S E N I O R  C O M M U N I T Y

Pet Friendly

FINE DINING • ACTIVITIES • SCHEDULED TRANSPORTATION 
CABLE TV • HOUSEKEEPING • LAUNDRY • PET FRIENDLY

ON SITE MEDICAL TEAM AVAILABLE 24/7 • LIFE ALERT PENDANT

Make The Move!

SERVICES & AMENITIES

to Lockwood of Fenton

NEW 
QUILT 
SHOP!

10199 Bergin Road • Hartland Township
Hartland Commerce Center • 3rd Row

Rockinbobbins.com

Over 200 

Wide Back 

Fabrics!
Over 700 44” Bolts!

Beginner

Classes

Start

Jan. 20th

New 
Beam Arm Quilting Technology

tues - fri, 10am - 5pm  |  wed. 10am - 7pm  | sat 10am - 2pm
One mile south of M59 off Old US 23, turn west on Bergin Rd

Over 200 Wide Back Fabrics 

Over 700 44” bolts 

10199 Bergin Rd    
Hartland Twp. 

Hartland Commerce Center—3rd row 

(248) 245-4391 

Rockinbobbins.com 

Rockin’ Bobbins 

NEW QUILT SHOP  

Custom Quilting 

Tues—Fri  10am— 5pm      Wed  10am– 7pm    Sat  10am— 2pm 

One Mile South of M59 off Old US23, Turn west on Bergin Rd 

New Beam Arm Quilting Technology 

Quilting - Fabrics  - Notions 

Beginner classes 

starting            

January 20th 

Block of the Month 

begins in March 

Block of the Monthbegins in March

248.245.4391
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FINAL WISHES
Continued from Page 12
will likely be the ones carrying out 
those wishes.
  Kirtland told US News & World 
Report that just because someone is 
alert and healthy today doesn’t mean 
that situation can’t change quickly. 
Some memory-robbing conditions 
come slowly, but heart attacks and 
strokes can strike anytime — as can 
life-ending auto accidents.
 “Everyone ought to have either a 
will or revocable living trust,” said 
Kirtland. “Everybody ought to have 
a medical power of attorney — and 
everybody should have a living will.”
 Elder care attorneys tell their 
clients to write down the special 
things they want their loved ones to 
know. Some people record their final 
wishes on video, if that is comfort-
ing to them. Then, family members 
need to know where this information 
is kept, hopefully sealed in a joint 
safety deposit box, family Bible or 
other easily accessible place.
 Family members should know a 
person’s preferences for end-of-life 
health care treatment, too, which 
medical offices and hospital work-
ers can discuss. Online research and 
consulting with an attorney can help 
answer procedural questions, too.
 After all, one expert said, everyone 
should explain their wishes, because 
no one is getting out alive.

RETIREMENT
Continued from Page 15
 Finally, multiply that amount by 25 
to get a rough estimate of portfolio size 
you’re aiming to create. To generate 
$40,000 in annual income, you’ll need a 
$1 million portfolio, which will allow you 
to withdraw 4 percent annually, generally 
considered a safe withdrawal rate. 

#2 Make additional contributions
 Increase your savings rate so your 
portfolio can grow. There are two ways to 
boost your savings: earn more and spend 
less. Find ways to do both by earning 
extra money while slashing your current 
expenses.

#3 Use tax-advantaged accounts
 Concentrate your retirement contribu-
tions into tax-advantaged accounts, such 
as your 401(k) or 403 (b), IRA and HSA. 
This allows your money to grow tax-de-
ferred or tax-exempt. Only contribute to 
taxable accounts when you’ve exhausted 
your eligibility to make tax-advantaged 
contributions.

#4 Work extra years
 Plan to work longer and delay your 

target retirement date. This will give 
your retirement portfolio more time to 
grow, and you won’t need to access it 
for as long. Keep in mind, however, that 
health or family issues may force you to 
retire earlier than planned, so boost your 
current savings rate.

#5 Repay debt
 Get rid of any current debts, especially 
high-interest obligations like credit card 
debt. Not only will you save hundreds or 
thousands of dollars on interest payments, 
it will also reduce your current expenses, 
enabling you to save more for retirement.

#6 Don’t accept added risk
 Avoid the temptation of plunging into 
riskier investments to compensate for a 
late start.
 Maintain a sensible allocation between 
stocks, bonds and other asset classes, 
Keep a diversified portfolio, contribute 
regularly and rebalance periodically.

#7 Prioritize retirement savings 
 Your children have the rest of their 
financial futures ahead of them, while 
you don’t have the luxury of time. Your 
kids also have more financial options than 

you for paying for college.
 Finally, the best gift you can give your 
children is your own secure future. They 
may have to repay student loans, but at 
least they won’t have to worry about sup-
porting Mom and Dad.

#8 Your retirement is in your hands
 Despite your late start, you can create 
a secure retirement, but only if you make 
it a priority, starting today.
Source: Huffington Post MONEY

There is a big difference between a  “discount funeral” 

and an “affordable funeral.” And it doesn’t all have to do 

with money. Most “discount funerals” mean less money, 

less service, less attention to detail, less of everything. 

An affordable funeral is a complete funeral based first 

on the needs of the family, then priced to fit within their 

budget. All planned by a licensed, caring funeral director.  

“Discount” versus “Affordable.”  

We never forget the distinction.

I wasn’t looking for 
a discount funeral. 
I was looking for  

an affordable one.

  We never forget 
  the distinction.

Call us for a free brochure.

1225 W. Hill Road 

(located between I-475 & US 23) 

Flint, MI 48507

(810) 235-2345

www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com
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Family Owned & Operated by 
Rick R. Lamb & Family

&  C R E M A T I O N  S E R V I C E S
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#THISishurley

The Safest Place for Seniors

 
THE SAFEST PLACE FOR SENIORS

MEETING THE COMPLEX AND VARIED HEALTH  
NEEDS OF OLDER ADULTS 
At Hurley Medical Center, we understand that caring for older adults requires 

special understanding and consideration. That’s why we’re the only hospital 

in the region awarded as exemplary by the Hartford Institute for Geriatric 

Nursing. This prestigious designation recognizes Hurley Medical Center’s 

commitment to outstanding geriatric care. 

Hurley’s Senior Center of Excellence is proud to provide extra levels of  

safety and care for our seniors, including:

•	 Region’s	Only	Unit	Dedicated	in	Design	to	Seniors

•	 Geriatric	Nurse	Specialists	Oversee	Patients	65	&	Older

•	 Osteoporosis	Program	to	Keep	Seniors	Safe	from 
 Future Fractures

•	 A	No-Wait	Immediate	Rooming	Experience	 
 Through Emergency Room

One Hurley Plaza, Flint
810.262.9000  |  www.hurleymc.com

For more information on Hurley Senior Center of Excellence, 
please visit hurleymc.com or call 810.262.6339.



Lake Fenton’s Hillger leads our 2015 football team
nVersatile player remains a 
threat anywhere on the field
By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com
 Eric Doyle heard a few rumblings 
about this Trent Hillger kid.
 Hillger was moving from the Holly 
area to the Lake Fenton school district 
prior to his freshman season, and during 
one of the summer camps, Doyle finally 
met him.
 “I heard we got this kid that was going 
to be a good player, but we didn’t know,” 
Doyle said. “About a half-hour into the 
camp we realized this kid was something 

special and he was coming with us (to the 
varsity team). You could tell right away.”
 Hillger may be the greatest athlete to 
ever attend Lake Fenton High School. 
The junior has already won an individ-
ual state wrestling championship during 
his career as a Blue Devil. And on the 
football field he’s proven he can play at 
a high level any position his coach asks 
him to play. That meant Hillger had to 
make the change from running back to 
quarterback last season. It also meant he 
would still be playing on defense. The 
all-league running back his sophomore 
year made the position change work al-
most flawlessly, leading the Blue Devils 
to a 6-5 overall record, which included a 

Lee, Frederick lead the pack

TRENT HILLGER
Hillger leads our 

Tri-County Football Team
See Page 20
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ONLINE EXCLUSIVES  Friday basketball action returns this week, visit tctimes.com

2015 TRI-COUNTY CROSS COUNTRY RUNNERS OF THE YEAR
Runners of the Year   Class   Team 
Alia Frederick (Female)   Junior   Linden 
Jacob Lee (Male)   Senior   Fenton 
 Comment: Typically we select just a runner of the year, but the staff has two equations it uses to figure 
out the winner and one selected Frederick and the other Lee but darn near the same amount. So this year 
we’ll have a male and a female runner. Frederick burst on the scene during her first season running cross 
country to win a league title, a regional title and place third at the D2 state meet. The All-State performer 
also is the school record-holder in cross country. Lee is well known. He won all three league races, placed 
second at regionals and placed 19th at the D1 state meet. He also was an All-State performer.

 Note: The teams and Runner of the Year were selected by the sports staff.

nStar athletes are our Cross 
Country Runners of the Year
By David Troppens • dtroppens@tctimes.com

 When it comes to comparing cross country 
performers Jake Lee and Alia Frederick, it’s 
easy to see how their running careers can be 
viewed as polar opposites.
 The minute Jake Lee entered Fenton High 
School, he quickly became known for his run-
ning talent on the Fenton varsity cross country 

squad. However, the same can’t be said for 
Linden junior, Alia Frederick. Frederick didn’t 

run cross country for her first two seasons at 
Linden High School. Instead, she competed in the 

sport she truly loves soccer. It wasn’t until this fall she 
gave cross country a whirl.

Fenton’s 
Jacob Lee

Linden’s 
Alia Frederick

victory in the playoffs. He earned All-
Genesee Area Conference 
honors and collecting Di-
vision 3 All-State Spe-
cial Mention honors 
from the Associated 
Press. He has an-
other honor as 
well. He’s the 
2015 Tri-County 
Football Player of 
the Year.
 “I enjoyed do-
ing that,” Hill-
ger said about the 
change from 
running back 

to quarterback. “I enjoyed running the 
offense and using my football smarts 
really helped. I played quarterback in 
middle school and that made the transi-
tion easier, but I never played it in high 

school. I enjoyed it.”
 Hillger wasn’t the only one to 
enjoy the results, so did Doyle. All 

Hillger did was run for 1,382 
yards in 11 games, averag-
ing a whopping 9.5 yards a 
carry. He had 141 carries, 
with 19 of them going to 
touchdowns.
 In true Lake Fenton 

style, Hillger wasn’t asked
See HILLGER on 20

 But the different paths the two runners 
took led them to the same destination. Lee 
is our 2015 Male Cross Country Run-
ner of the Year, while Frederick is our 
Female Cross Country Runner of the 
Year. It marks the first time the sports 
staff has had a male and a female 
runner to honor each sport. 
 Lee has been a known entity for 
four seasons, but it wasn’t until this 
season that the Tigers combined his individ-
ual skill into one that coincided with great team 
success. Lee captured first place in all three Metro 
League jamborees, helping the Tigers finish in 
second place in the final Metro League standings. 
 The Tigers capped the final league meet with 
Lee leading teammates Dominic Dimambro 

See PACK on 19
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ALL TRI-COUNTY CROSS COUNTRY TEAMS
Boys team
Names    Grade  School 
Jacob Lee   Senior  Fenton 
Dominic Dimambro  Junior  Fenton 
Andrew Bond   Junior  Fenton 
Thomas Mueller   Junior  Lake Fenton 
Michael Ponkey   Junior  Holly 
Blake Staffne   Senior  Holly 
Nick McDonald   Sophomore Linden 
Girls team
Names    Grade  School 
Alia Frederick   Junior  Linden 
Lauren Hackett   Sophomore Holly 
Cami Tieman   Freshman Fenton 
Audrey Steiert   Freshman Linden 
Emma Lane   Senior  Fenton 
Taylor Ganger   Senior  Linden 
Jordan Holscher   Senior  Linden 
Lydia Horski   Freshman Lake Fenton
 Note: The teams, and Runner of the Year, were selected by the sports staff using two equa-
tions that are based on the three biggest meets of each season - the final league meet, region-
als and the state meet for those who competed at the event. 

PACK
Continued from Page 18
and Andrew Bond to a convincing 1-2-
3 sweep, with Lee posting a 5K time of 
15:48.6. Lee followed that success with 
a second-place finish at the D1 regional 
with a time of 15:49.93, helping the Ti-
gers capture the squad’s Division 1 re-
gional title, only the third in school his-
tory. 
 With the team heading to the D1 state 
meet, Lee continued his impressive sea-
son by taking 19th (15:46.6) at the event, 
helping lead the Tigers to a ninth-place 
team finish. When the prep season ended, 
the senior continued running, competing 
as a member of Team Michigan at the 
Mideast Meet of Champions. A year ago, 
Lee looked poised to have a strong indi-
vidual season, but injuries kept him from 
accomplishing most of his goals. That 
wasn’t the case this season.
 “I think I had a very successful season 
especially compared to last year,”   Lee 
said. “I won six races, went undefeated in 
the Metro and made All-State. Not only 
did I have success individually, but we 
won regionals as a team. That was the 
most ecstatic feeling I had. It was tied 
with being First-team All-State, because I 
was doing it with my teammates.”
 Frederick joined the cross country 
team to help her conditioning for the 
sport she loves, soccer. Through the pro-
cess, the junior found out she was a pretty 
good runner as well. At the first Metro 
League jamboree, she placed third. By 
the second one, she had cut over a minute 
off her time and placed second. Finally, at 
the end of the season, she recorded three 
straight first-place performances starting 
with the Kayla O’Mara Invitational. She 
also dominated the final Metro League 
meet (18:23.2) and then won a regional 
crown (19:30.4). Finally, she posted the 
highest finish ever by a Linden girl at the 
state meet, taking third in the D2 event 
(18:30.5). She also is the school record 
holder with a time of 18:10 at the Portage 
Invitational.
 “Coming into the season I didn’t know 
what to expect because I had never run 
before,” Frederick said. “At the begin-
ning I was getting a little frustrated be-
cause I really wasn’t improving. Then at 
the race at Holly (second jamboree race) 
I improved by a lot and I thought I could 
get some pretty good times.”
 Linden girls cross country coach Te-
resa Wright has known about Frederick’s 
ability for a long time, but never pushed 

By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
 The Lake Fenton varsity wrestling 
team is ranked second in Division 3 
and ranked 14th among all four di-
visions according to Michigangrap-
pler.com.
 The Blue Devils proved why they 
are ranked so high during the recent 
Pinckney Dual Tournament.
 The Blue Devils not only de-
feated all five opponents they faced, 
but they did so convincingly. Lake 
Fenton defeated Livonia Franklin, 
Lincoln Park, Freeland, Pinckney 
and Monroe by a combined score of 
271-70.
 The Blue Devils had many wres-
tlers post outstanding days, earning 
medals at the event. Those earning 
medals were A.J. Geyer, Hunter 
Hypio, Hunter Corcoran, Devan 
Melick, Seany Trombley, Brenden 
Carr, Keinan Hagenstein, Leo Shus-
tock and Trent Hillger.
 The Blue Devils’ next meet is to-
day at 5 p.m. at Lake Fenton against 
the ninth-ranked team in D1 Anchor 
Bay and Southgate Anderson.
 “Both are very tough Division 1

See LF on 20

Second-
ranked LF 
wrestlers win 
at Pinckney

her into joining the team until Frederick 
wanted to.
 “I really did not react until she showed 
up at a practice in August,” Wright said. 
“To be honest, I was more excited for 
her and the team because I knew her po-
tential and what she could bring to the 
team’s success. 
 “Alia has barely scratched the surface 
of what she can do. She only trained for 
three months. We held her back the first 
couple of meets because of having never 
competed at a high school cross country 
race before. Alia learned very quickly. 
She had an extremely successful season 
due to her dedication and eagerness to 
learn strategy. She never gave less than 
100 percent at all practices and meets.”
 Frederick enjoyed her first cross coun-
try season. However, it was a challenge. 
Many days she’d run races and then have 
to hurry to a soccer practice.
 “It was hard, but I’m glad I did it,” 
Frederick said. “It was a good experience. 
I felt it with my body some days. I en-

joyed the team a lot. Running is not fun. It 
gets boring. But the team is really nice and 
supportive. The atmosphere is nice.
 “It’s pretty cool to look back and say 
that I did that (broke some school records). 
I feel good about myself because I did the 
best I could and because it paid off.”

TRI-COUNTY TIMES I FILE PHOTO

Fenton’s Jake Lee (left) is our Tri-County Male Cross Country Athlete of the Year. 
Another member of our first team is Holly’s Dillon Lemond (right).
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2015 ALL TRI-COUNTY 
FOOTBALL TEAM

Player of the Year Position  School  All-State 
Trent Hillger  Quarterback/Def. end Lake Fenton Special

 Comment: Lake Fenton didn’t have a quarterback this season, so the 
Blue Devils made a change. They took an all-league running back and 
moved him to quarterback. Meanwhile, the junior still played on defense. 
The change worked. Hillger ran for 1,342 yards and 19 TDs on just 141 
carries at quarterback. He only threw 39 passes, but completed 25 of 
them for 503 yards (20 yards a completion) and five scores. Meanwhile, 
on defense he remained a terror, recording 57 tackles, including 13 for a 
loss. He had five sacks, five forced fumbles and three fumble recoveries. 
Hillger can play anywhere on the football field and prosper. 
 
Rest of first team Position  School  All-State 
Kobe Lookebill  Offensive line  Fenton  
Sawyer Benge  Offensive line  Linden  
Jimmy Gray  Offensive line  Holly 
Anderson Muenzer Offensive line  Lake Fenton Honorable 
Reid Thompson  Offensive line  Fenton  
Josh Czarnota  Quarterback  Fenton  Honorable
Javon Barr  Running back  Holly  
Dylan Crankshaw Running back  Fenton  Honorable 
Ryan Young  Receiver  Linden  Honorable
Kevin Lack  Receiver  Fenton   
Zach West  Receiver  Fenton 
Bailey Davis  Receiver/kicker  Linden 
Peyton Coffman Linebacker  Fenton 
Cristian Diaz  Linebacker  Holly 
Cade Dickson  Linebacker  Linden 
Greg Lukas  Secondary  Fenton 
Adam Tooley  Secondary  Holly 
Ben Hajciar  Secondary  Fenton
Chris Bell  Secondary  Lake Fenton
Mason McCormick Defensive line  Fenton
Skyler Stites  Defensive line  Linden
Chase Lynch   Defensive line  Fenton  Honorable 
Daniel Osminski Defensive line  Lake Fenton
Hunter Michael  Defensive line  Linden
 
 Note: The players on the team and the Player of the Year were select-
ed by the sports staff, with the aid of the all-league teams

HILLGER
Continued from Page 18
to throw the ball much, but when he 
did, he was effective. The junior com-
pleted 25 of 39 passes for 503 yards, an 
average of 20 yards a completion. Five 
of his completions went for TDs.
 “When we looked at what we had at 
quarterback, we thought he was going 
to carry the ball anyway and he was a 
smart kid,” Doyle said. “We figured we 
may as well put the ball in his hands on 
every snap and run things off of him. 
He knows he’s not going to be a quar-
terback at the next level. He’s either 
going to play college football or wres-
tle, but we know he won’t be a quar-
terback. But this year we needed him 
there and he’ll do whatever needs to be 
done. And he did a very good job.”
 “I thought it went well,” Hillger 
said about him playing quarterback. “I 
achieved most of my goals.” 
 Hillger remained his own dominant 
self on the defensive side of the ball as 
well, collecting 57 tackles, including 13 
stops for loss. He had five sacks, forced 
five fumbles and had three fumble re-
coveries. At 6-foot-1, 235 pounds, he 
was a terror on both sides of the ball.
 “He’s a nightmare for the opposi-
tion,” Doyle said. “He’s the type of kid 
that makes a lot of plays but because 
he gets double- and triple-teamed, he 
makes everyone else better. He’s so big 
and physical teams have to account for 
him on every snap.”
 Doyle said he could play Hillger at 
just about any position and he would 
play at an elite level.
 “He could legitimately play any spot 
on the football field,” Doyle said. “He’s 
talented enough to do it and he’s smart 
enough to do it.
 “He’s a special kid. He’s 235 pounds 
and he has single-digit body fat. That’s 
incredible. And the thing about Trent is 
he’s faster than people think he is. He 
had numerous 50-yard TD runs. Once 
he hits the second and third level, he 
can go.”
 There’s a decent chance Hillger’s 
positions will change once again next 
season. The Blue Devils have more op-
tions at quarterback for next fall and 
it’s likely Hillger could find himself 
back at running back or at linebacker 
on the defensive side.
 “If I am at running back I think I can 
get closer to 2,000 yards next year and 
maybe be a first-team all-state running 

LF
Continued from Page 19
teams,” Lake Fenton coach Vance 
Corcoran said.

Gymnastics
LFLF co-op 136.9, Saline 131.05

 The Linden, Lake Fenton and Fenton 
co-op gymnastics team is on a roll. The 
squad recently defeated Saline by over 
six points.
 Lake Fenton student Miranda Ste-
phens was first in the all-around, posting 
a four-event score of 35.625. Linden’s 
Blake Hutchings took second in the all-
around (25.475), while fellow Linden 
student Sabra Robinson was third over-
all with a score of 32.825.
 The gymnastics team also opened ac-
tion after the winter break on Monday, 
crushing Holt 134.075-115.40. 
 The squad has yet to lose a meet this 
season.

Boys Bowling
Holly def. Linden

 Eddie Sanner bowled a 207-159-366 
series to lead the Bronchos past Linden. 
The Eagles were paced by Trevor Sun-
drla’s 151-162-313 series.

Brandon def. Fenton
 The Tigers won both baker games, but 
were unable to edge out the Blackhawks. 
Austin Mercord led the Tigers with a 
156-191-347 series.

Girls Bowling
Holly def. Linden

 Terrin Cooley rolled a 136-173-309 
series to lead the Lady Bronchos by the 
Eagles. Kailee Gallagher also bowled a 
162 game for Holly. Linden was led by 
Molly Churches who had a 150-168-318 
series.

Brandon def. Linden
 Molly Beck led the Tigers with a 135-
127-262 series in the loss to Brandon.

back or maybe a all-state linebacker on 
the defensive side,” Hillger said. 
 As talented as Hillger is, he’s proba-
bly more humble than talented. It’s that 
humble nature and his drive to work as 
hard as he possibly can that has driven 
Hillger to the elite of two of the most 
physically demanding sports there is. 
 “He’s been raised right,” Doyle said. 
“He’s humble and a hard worker. When 
your best player is the hardest worker 
on the team, you have a chance to be a 
good team, and he works his tail off in 
the weight room. 
 “He’s a great student as well. He’s 
near the top of his class. When you 
have Harvard, Yell, Princeton and Cor-
nell calling you, that tells you what 
type of quality kid he is.”
 The Blue Devils are happy they have 
him for one more season.
 “Every year he’s taken another step 
and gotten even better,” Doyle said. 
“We are excited to see what he is going 
to do (next year). I’m glad we have him 
another year.” 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES I MARK BOLEN

Lake Fenton’s Trent Hillger prepares to 
get tackled by a Powers’ player earlier 
this year. Hillger is our 2015 Tri-County 
Football Player of the Year.
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Classifieds REAL ESTATE | GARAGE SALES
JOB OPENINGS | SERVICE DIRECTORY

PUZZLES | OBITUARIES

Trucks/SUVs for Sale

ALL REAL ESTATE ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSPAPER 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which makes it 
illegal to advertise preference, limitation, or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion or national origin, or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or discrimination. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

Miscellaneous Wanted

WANTED: MUSCLE CARS 
1972 and older. Any model, 
any make, any condition. Also 
1986-1987 Grand National or 
T-type. 810-252-9194.

PUBLIC AUCTION 
due to unpaid rent at Fenton 
Storage, 1159 N. Leroy St., 
810-714-3707 on January 
14, 2016  at 9:30a.m. or 
later Matthew Knapchuck 
G726-L, James Olmstead 
G723-L, James Anderson 
A208-L, Nicholas Carmisino 
616, Bobbie Klein 217, Jerry 
Austin 602, Tami Hooper 112, 
Derrick Fox 667. All units 
contain miscellaneous items.

Legal Notices

Homes for Sale Homes for SaleHomes for Sale

Homes for Sale

Apartments for Rent

CARING DIRECT CARE 
WORKERS 

needed in Holly area. 
Starting rate $9.00/hour. 

248-634-5949.

Help Wanted Help WantedHelp Wanted Help Wanted Help WantedHelp Wanted

DIRECT CARE STAFF 
needed in Waterford area. 
Starting rate $9.00/hour. 
248-534-5141.

EXPERIENCED 
PERSON 
to help prepare lunches, 
do deliveries and service. 
Also to help in kitchen. 
Interviewing 1/11thru 1/13. 
Please call Barb’s Catering, 
810-694-2230.

EXPERIENCED 
REMODLER
in all phases. Must be 
motivated, drug/alcohol free, 
will pay accordingly. Steady 
work mainly  in Fenton. 
Call 810-223-6066.

WAREHOUSE 
TECHNICIAN NEEDED 
Located in Holly. Full-time, 
40 hours per week. 
Ideal tech will perform 
numerous warehouse and 
cylinder testing duties. 
Must exhibit understanding 
of DOT regulations. 
Email resume to: hr@
northwoodinc.com.

DIRECT CARE 
openings for full and part-time 
in several locations. Will train, 
up to $9.25 once trained. 
Benefits! Call 248-887-9863.

Job Openings

Southern Lakes Parks & Recreation (SLRP)
is seeking an experienced Aquatics Director. 

Candidates must be: 

All swim activities take place at the Fenton High School Pool. 
This is a part time, hourly position reporting to the SLPR 

Director. SLPR is an EOE and candidate chosen for 
consideration must favorably pass a background check.

Send cover letter & resume to:
sciofu@slpr.net

AQUATICS DIRECTOR

•  Willing to work flexible hours.
•  Experienced in instructional swim classes,
    swim team, & pool management.
•  Current in all Red Cross training certificates.  

Join Our Team!
N O W  H I R I N G

 Opening Breakfast Cook
• Benefits package including 401(k) Plan

• Great work environment • Competitive wages
   • Many opportunities for advancement

Big Boy is an Equal Opportunity Employer
© 2015 Big Boy Restaurants International LLC - Big Boy is a registered trademark of Big Boy Restaurants International LLC

®

3401 Owen Road
Fenton, MI  48430

  For employment at the Fenton Big Boy located at:

Apply online at:
www.bigboy.com/careers

www.tctimes.com

LAKEFRONT ON 
LAKE FENTON

Be ready for Summer fun! 
3 bedroom, 3 bath, 
2,000 sq. ft. ranch. 
Selling below SEV 

$375,000. 
Call 810-569-5392. OPEN HOUSE 

7085 Estate Hill, 
Swartz Creek. 

January 9th and 10th 
Saturday and Sunday, 1-4p.m. 

Linden Rd., north of Grand 
Blanc Rd., south of Reid, 

to east on Regency, left on 
Estate Hill. Great family 
home with large fenced, 

shady yard. 24 by 24 garage 
with extra parking for RV. 
Newer windows, flooring, 

well maintained, $114,900. 
National Realty Centers 
contact Judy Wright at 

810-845-4414.

2007 YUKON XL
Loaded, V8, variable 

transmission, heated leather 
seats, new wheels and tires, 

$14,500 obo. 
Call 586-530-6836. $270K

810.534.2138
PrimeMichiganRealty.com

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY
JAN. 10
1:00-4:00 PM804 MAPLETREE LANE • FENTON

•4 BEDROOMS
•2 ½ BATHS
Walking distance 
to Fenton High &
Middle School 

KYLE 
WALKER

MLS# 216000549 

Enjoy 
bakery treats 
during your tour 

Land for Sale

10 ACRES 
near Boyne Mountain, 
adjacent to Walloon Lake 
Conservancy. Trout stream, 
deer crossing, frontage on two 
roads, beautiful building sites, 
$100,000. 
Call 810-964-7955.

Homes for Rent

LAKE HOME 
Argentine Township, 
$1,300 per month.  
Call 810-730-6669.

FENTON EFFICIENCY 
STUDIO APARTMENT 
on all-sports lake. Utilities/
TV included, no pets, non 
smoking, quiet neighborhood. 
references/security deposit. 
$545. 810-629-7926.

ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
PUBLISHED 
in the Tri-County Times are 
subject to approval before 
publication. We reserve the 
right to edit, refuse, reject 
or cancel any ad at any time.

www.tctimes.com

1 bedroom$500
2 bedroom$600

810-629-5871
EHO

www.cormorantco.com

In Fenton

CALL FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

LaFonda
Apartments

Real Estate • FOR SALE • FOR RENT • VACANT LAND 

• APARTMENTS • COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 

• MANUFACTURED HOMES

Find it in the

www.tctimes.com

TRI-COUNTY To advertise your REAL ESTATE PROPERTY call 810-629-8282
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Homer Franklin 
Beers 
1934-2015 
Homer Franklin Beers - 
age 81, of Gaines, died 
Wednesday, December 
30, 2015. Funeral services 
will be held 11 AM Friday, 
January 8, 2016 at Sharp 
Funeral Homes, Linden 
Chapel, 209 East Broad 
Street, Linden. Burial 
will follow in Argentine 
Cemetery. Visitation will  
be held 6-8 PM Wednes-
day and 2-4 and 6-8 PM 
Thursday at the funeral 
home. Tributes may be 
posted on the obituaries 
page of www.sharpfuneral-
homes.com.

Reed Spicer Jr. 
1939-2015 
Reed Spicer Jr. of Fenton 
went to be with the Lord 
on December 29, 2015. He 
leaves behind wife, Stella of 

54 years; 
daugh-
ters, 
Tracie 
Spicer, 
Dorothea 
(Lori) 
Spicer; 
grand-
children, 

Amanda, Cara, James, 
Shannon, and Brittany. 
Reed was born in Oakdale, 
KY on December 5, 1939, 
the son of Reed Sr. and 
EttaBelle (Roberts) Spicer. 
Celebration of life will be 
on Wednesday, January 6, 
2016 at The Free Methodist 
Church in Linden. 

Robert “Bob” 
Manes Stuart 
1926-2015 
Robert “Bob” Manes Stuart 
- age 89, of Linden, died 
Saturday, December 26, 

2015. 
Funeral 
services 
will be 
held 
10 AM 
Monday, 
January 
11, 2016 
at Sharp 

Funeral Homes, Fenton 
Chapel, 1000 Silver Lake 
Road, Fenton. Pastor Seth 
Normington officiating. 
Burial to follow at Great 
Lakes National Cemetery, 
Holly. Visitation will be held 
at the funeral home Sunday 
from 12-4 and 5-9 PM. In 
lieu of flowers, those desir-
ing may make contributions 
to the Loose Senior Center, 
707 N. Bridge St., Linden. 
Bob was born March 14, 
1926 in Ferndale, the son 
of Thomas M. and Myrtle 
(Hamilton) Stuart. He was a 
1944 graduate of Plymouth 
High School. He served in 
the Air Force from 1944 - 
1946. Bob married Virginia 
Joanne Dorey August 19, 
1950 in Angola, IN, they 
were married for 64 years 
and she preceded him in 
death January 19, 2015. 
He graduated from Law-
rence Institute of Technolo-
gy and received a degree in 
electrical engineering. Bob 
worked for Detroit Edison 
for over 42 years retiring in 
1992. He resided in Linden 
in 1993 having moved from 
Dearborn. Bob was an avid 
sailor, racing over 35 Port 
Huron to Mackinac races. 
Surviving are 3 children, 
Thomas M. Stuart of Lake 
Orion, Joanne S. Bourdo 
of Port Austin, and Martha 
(John) Bergquist of Lake 
Orion; granddaughter, Al-
exandra Virginia Bergquist 
attending Michigan Tech 
University; brother-in-law, 
Stan Caroen; sister-in-law, 
Eleanor Gumkowski; and 
special friends, Gary and 
Lori Sparagowski; and their 
children, John and Becky. 
Online tributes may be 
posted on the obituaries 
page at www.sharpfuneral-
homes.com.

Animal Care
Services

SERVICE OR  
FREE ESTIMATES

734-780-7777
www.dogwatchlaughinglab.com

Snow Plowing/
Removal

• Fall Cleanup
• Brush Removal
• Tree Trimming
• Weeding
• Fall Cleanups 
• And more

Free Estimates • Available 7 days a week

CODY’S OUTDOOR
Essentials & Services

Call Cody
810-625-4034

TREE REMOVAL 
& SNOW REMOVAL

YARD CLEANUPS

Fencing

Handyman

(810)

735-7967

FENCING

Painting/
Wallpapering

SCOTT’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior| Drywall Repair 

Wallpaper Removal | Decks  
Power Washing

248-795-4303

248-210-8392

All Size Jobs
Call Back Guarantee
25 Years Experience

FULL SERVICE

PAINTING

lauricellapaintinginc@yahoo.com

LAURICELLA 
PAINTING

HANDYMAN
MIKE

All types of home improvements
Give me a call, I do it all!
810-964-9559

Service
Directory Obituaries

Stump Grinding

(810) 730-7262
(810) 629-9215

We Grind Them All!

FREE ESTIMATES
INSURED

SMALL YARD ACCESSIBLE

DS&     STUMP 
GRINDING
     STUMP 
GRINDING

BIGOR
SMALL
Specializing in removal 
of unsightly stumps & 
roots from your lawn

Video Taping
& Production

Web Development
/Hosting

www.alliedmedia.net
810.750.8291

810-433-6822

HIGH-QUALITY 
COMMERCIAL VIDEOS

Morris Charles 
Ayliffe
1939-2015 
Morris Charles Ayliffe - 
age 76, of Shepherd, MI, 
formerly of Fenton, died 

Thursday, 
Decem-
ber 31, 
2015. 
Services 
were held 
4 PM 
Monday, 
January 
4, 2015 at 

Sharp Funeral Homes, Fen-
ton Chapel, 1000 W. Silver 
Lake Rd., Fenton. Visitation 
was held 12 - 4 PM Monday 
at the funeral home. Mr. 
Ayliffe was born June 15, 
1939 in Clio. He married 
Sharon Kay Luchenbill on 
August 27, 1960 in Mio. Mr. 
Ayliffe retired from General 
Motors as a second shift 
supervisor in 1994 after 30 
years of service. He was 
an avid hunter and enjoyed 
traveling with his wife. He 
also loved fishing and go-
ing to casinos but his family 
always came first. Mr. Ayliffe 
had a great sense of humor 
and loved to tell stories 
and jokes. He leaves his 
loving family: wife, Sharon 
of Shepherd; four children, 
James (Mishelle) Ayliffe of 
Otter Lake, Laura Ayliffe of 
Mt. Pleasant, Julie Ayliffe 
of Eugene, OR and Morris 
(Jody) Ayliffe, Jr. of Byron; 
five grandchildren, Jason 
Ayliffe, Marissa Ayliffe, 
Landon Brewer, Avery 
Ayliffe and Morris Ayliffe III; 
two great-grandchildren, 
Jaylen Ayliffe and Arianna 
Miller; brother, Carl (Sha-
ron) Ayliffe of Red Oak, MI. 
He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Harold and 
Doris Bacon; two brothers, 
Robert Ayliffe and Harold 
Bacon; sister, Betty Ballard. 
Friends may share an on-
line tribute on the obituary 
page of www.sharpfuneral-
homes.com.

View all stories 
online at
tctimes.com

online
OBITUARIES
view

Obituaries 
updated daily 

online!

Visit

tctimes.com

Stop by the Times office at  
256 N. Fenway Drive and  

we will provide you a tube and  
a bracket at no charge.

NEED A  
REPLACEMENT 

TUBE?

256 N. Fenway Dr., Fenton, MI 48430
810- 629-8282

www.tctimes.com
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WEDNESDAY SUDOKU

Answer in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

Answer in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

CROSSWORD PUZZLE KING
FEATURESWEDNESDAY JUMBLE

Answer in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

HOROSCOPES
ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
Aspects call for care in preparing mate-
rial for submission. Although you might 
find it bothersome to go over what 
you’ve done, the fact is, rechecking 
could be worth your time and effort.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
The week is favorable for Bovines who 
welcome change. New career opportu-
nities wait to be checked out. You also 
might want to get started on that home 
makeover you’ve been considering.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
You might have to be extra careful to 
protect that surprise you have planned, 
thanks to a certain snoopy someone 
who wants to know more about your 
plans than you’re willing to share. 

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
Family ties are strong this week, 
although an old and still-unresolved 
problem might create some unpleasant 
moments. If so, look to straighten the 
situation out once and for all.

LEO (July 23 to August 22)
Although the Lion might see it as an act 
of loyalty and courage to hold on to an 
increasingly shaky position, it might be 
wiser to make changes now to prevent 
a possible meltdown later.

VIRGO (August 23 to Sept. 22)
Your gift for adding new people to your 
circle of friends works overtime this 
week, thanks largely to contacts you 
made during the holidays. A surprise 
awaits you at the week’s end.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Don’t hide your talents. It’s a good time 
to show what you can do to impress 
people who can do a lot for you. A 
dispute with a family member might still 
need some smoothing over.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
Be open with your colleagues about 
your plan to bring a workplace matter 
out into the open. You’ll want their sup-
port, and they’ll want to know how you’ll 
pull it off.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec.21)
Trying to patch up an unraveling rela-
tionship is often easier said than done. 
But it helps to discuss and work out any 
problems that arise along the way.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
While your creative aspect remains 
high this week, you might want to call 
on your practical side to help work out 
the why and wherefore of an upcoming 
decision.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Dealing with someone’s disappoint-
ment can be difficult for Aquarians, who 
always try to avoid giving pain. But a full 
explanation and a show of sympathy 
can work wonders. 

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
Getting a job-related matter past some 
major obstacles should be easier this 
week. A personal situation might take a 
surprising but not necessarily unwel-
come turn by the week’s end.

View all stories online at tctimes.com

DVD RELEASES

liked it

(Audience score on rottentomatoes.com)

83%

THE WALK
The Walk is the true story of a 
young dreamer, Philippe Petit, 
and a band of 
unlikely recruits 
who together 
achieve the 
impossible: an 
illegal wire walk 
in the immense 
void between 
the World Trade 
Center towers. With little more 
than nerve and blind ambi-
tion, Petit and his ragtag crew 
overcome daunting physical 
obstacles, betrayals, countless 
close calls and overwhelming 
odds to beat the system and 
execute their mad plan.
PG, 2 hr. 3 min.

liked it

(Audience score on rottentomatoes.com)

93%

SICARIO
In the lawless border area stretch-
ing between the U.S. and Mexico, 
an idealistic FBI 
agent [Emily 
Blunt] is enlisted 
by an elite 
government task 
force official [Josh 
Brolin] to aid in 
the escalating war 
against drugs. 
Led by an enigmatic consultant 
with a questionable past [Benicio 
Del Toro], the team sets out on a 
clandestine journey forcing Kate 
to question everything that she 
believes in order to survive. 
R, 2 hr. 1 min.
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Prices only available with yes.

Balanced Meals on a Budget

Michigan Ida Red, McIntosh or
Red Delicious Apples
3 lb. bags ........................................

$299

Spartan
Split Top White Bread
20 oz. ................................................99�

StarKist
Chunk Light Tuna
in Water or Oil
5 oz. ..................................................69�

Spartan
Potato Chips
10.5 - 11 oz.
.........................................................

$197
Spartan
Purified
Drinking Water
32 pk., 16.9 oz. btls. ............................

$347

Shop and save now through March 26, 2016 at our Fenton and North Fenton locations only

Shop and save on these everyday items
Frozen 
Tilapia 
Fillets
(Sold in a 4 lb. pkg. 
for $11.96) .......

$299
lb.

Blue Bonnet
Spread
Quarters
16 oz. ........79�

Tide
Liquid Laundry
Detergent
(46 - 50 oz.)  
or Pods (20 ct.). ..

$597


