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candidates

‘‘The message of Ferguson, Mis-
souri is that race relations in America 

are deteriorating, not 
improving. Both whites 
and blacks are equally re-
sponsible. I am black and 
work in Fenton, nobody 
treats me any different 

than what I am – an American.”

‘‘Yes, I can name all 50 
states. Why? I went to North 

Road School 27 years 
ago, I learned how 
to sing the states in 
alphabetical order in 
less than 1 minute. 
It was either Mrs. 

Bruder or Mrs. Toonder.”

‘‘Would someone, 
anyone, please share 

with me any 
benefit to any 
American citi-
zen that giving 
amnesty to five 
million illegal 

immigrants will provide?”

‘‘Deport-
ing all illegal 
immigrants is 
a terrible idea. 
That would 
mean Joe Biden 
would be our 
president.’’

810-771-TeXT
(8398)

text 
your 

hot line

Weekend 
s u n d ay  ed it io n

$1.00

tctimes.com
comment of 

the week

By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Fenton — On Wednesday, busi-
ness owners and stakeholders got a 
glimpse of what downtown Fenton 
will look like next year when they 

examined new composite images of 
downtown Fenton in the city council 
chambers. 
 The satellite image of the street 
was overlaid with what the street 

See streetscape on 8A
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The 30 or so meeting attendants 
get a closer look at artistic 
renderings of the new trees, to be 
planted for the Streetscape project. 
The trees will be planted to create 
an intentional pattern of color. 

Streetscape project gets a green light
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uDowntown project to break ground in spring 2015

Only 52 percent of area school buses pass state inspection

A Dicken’s of a festival

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

More than 1,000 visitors fill downtown Holly during the 2014 Holly Dickens Festival kick-off last weekend. The event was a huge 
success, and included a lighted parade, the Holly High School Marching Band, a tree-lighting ceremony — and of course, a visit 
from Santa Claus. The festival continues this weekend and next, with different activities for each.

Prices at the 
pump drop below 
$2 in Oklahoma
uCould it happen here?
By Yvonne Stegall
ystegall@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792 
 A quick conversation with Doug 
Smith at Smitty’s Exit80 would 
make you believe it’s definitely a 
possibility. “It could happen,” he 
said. In fact, he said Monday night 
it already dropped 13 cents.
 According to recent reports, 
last week, the Organization of the 

See prices on 13A

Health insurance 
co-pays vary wildly
uState, auto industry 
employees pay least, 
private industry the most
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 It’s open enrollment time for 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA). 
So for some, their insurance rates 
will soon be up in the air. The rates 
for some will increase, while others 
may get a better deal.
 Of course, if your workplace 
offers insurance, it will change as 
well — but your rate may depend 
on your profession. 

See insurance on 6A

See story on 
Page 22A

uFenton and Linden 
schools have one of 
the highest fail rates 
By Yvonne Stegall
ystegall@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792 
 Of 129 local school buses, 67 received a 
passing grade in the state’s school bus inspec-
tion results from a total of four inspections 

completed between Sept. 1, 2013, and Aug. 31, 
2014, according to the Michigan State Police’s 
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division’s 
annual report.
 Fenton and Linden schools fell into some of 
the highest rates of failed inspections. Linden 
Community Schools had 23 of 33 buses receive 
a red grade and Fenton Area Public Schools 
had 20 of 44 buses in the red. Red means they 

See school buses on 14A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES
file photo

Many school buses 
fail the MSP inspec-
tion — it can be for 
something as trivial 
as ripped foam on 

seats. Most schools 
fix issues immediate-

ly after inspection.
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(Left) Head Bartender 
David Martinez makes 
a “Clark’s Revenge” 
bourbon and agave 
cocktail for this photo. 
(Right) The Rough Draught 
Café & Barroom was the 
first business to open in the 
new Cornerstone building. 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

In early November, Gordon Jamison of Jamison Construction attaches ornamental stone 
to the entrance wall of what will be the Diamond Room at Sawyer Jewelers. The business 
opted to open in January in order to best serve their customers during this holiday season.  

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Salon 416 hairstylist Collette Spring does a balayage coloring for a client on 
Thursday. “We’ve been swamped,” she said. 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

“Food with drama” is a fitting tagline for Sagano Japanese Bistro and Steakhouse. On Thursday these diners 
experienced the first night the restaurant was open for business in Fenton.

Cornerstone 
Building

open for Business!
This week, two more of the four businesses in the 

new Cornerstone building opened. The Rough 
Draught served its first drinks last week.
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IF YOU THINK Obama ‘created laws’ with 
the illegal immigration executive order, 
then it just shows how you are ignorant 
on the subject and/or you like Fox News. 
Wouldn’t you rather not look stupid when 
your opinion is published?



SHAME ON THE girl who put a shoe in 
the locker room toilet after swim lessons 
ended at 8 p.m. at FHS Wednesday. That 
shoe belonged to a very nice elderly lady 
who certainly didn’t deserve it. What an 
awful thing to do. 



IT’S BEGINNING TO look like Christmas. 
Just drove through Fenton last night and 
love the lighted and decorated light poles. 
It looks great!

THE POLICE KEEP us safe. Ninety-nine 
percent are wonderful. Be careful with 
the broad brush of judgment. There could 
come a time when they decide they no 
longer wish to risk their lives for an un-
grateful public. Thank you police officers, 
you are appreciated.



THANK YOU EvEr YONE who helped 
carry on Nancy Stockham’s tradition of 
providing a Thanksgiving basket to those 
in need in our community. It was a great 
day! 



OBAMA INvITES AL Sharpton to the 
White House as an advisor. Al Sharpton 
owes $4.5 million in back taxes.



OBAMA’S AMNESTY PLAN will give 
incentive to hire immigrants before 
citizens because of Obamacare costs – 
$40 billion a year. Constitutionally, only 
Congress has immigration and funding 
powers. Obama says he will veto any 
congressional budget bill without am-
nesty funding. Government shutdown. 
Whose fault? Obama? Congress?



I UNDEr STAND THAT name calling is 
a common liberal tactic against anyone 
who disagrees with their philosophy but 
I resent the writer calling me a hater 
because I disagree with Obama. Apply 
that logic to marriages. If everyone who 
disagreed with their spouse hated their 
spouse, there would be no families.



SEN. KOWALL CLAIMS we don’t 
understand tax legislating. Oh really? 
While plotting a tax increase at the 
pumps, legislators were campaign-
ing under the guise of Prop-one’s jobs 
promises to give big business their larg-
est tax cut ever. They got the gold, now 
we’re getting the shaft.



A GOOD POLICE officer who just did 
his job resigned from the Ferguson, Mis-
souri police force. He resigned because 
news media propaganda incited riots 
and made the Ferguson Police Depart-
ment the target of violent criminals. The 
news media propaganda is dangerous 
to our democracy, and rule of law.

  Well, my favorite day of the year has 
come and gone. I am speaking, of course, 
of the Thanksgiving Day cel-
ebration where we give thanks 
for our many blessings. It’s a 
wonderful day when families 
and friends gather together to 
celebrate the good fortune in 
their life with wonderful food, 
friends and family. There is a 
sense of tradition ingrained in 
the day that prevents even the 
wackiest of us from trying to 
stain the day by launching a 
diatribe against killing plump, 
tasty birds or giving thanks to 
God for our blessings. There is an aura 
about the day that most of us find reassur-
ing — primarily because it has remained 
unchanged since we were children. 
  I must have said ‘have a great Thanks-

giving’ to a hundred friends, acquain-
tances and associates over the last couple 

of weeks. And they returned 
the same sentiment to me. No 
one admonished me for bird 
cruelty, or the gluttony of an 
overflowing dinner table, or 
for watching football.  It was, 
and always is, a wonderful 
and uniquely American day of 
celebration.
  However, we now enter the 
slippery slope of the Christ-
mas season — a season that is 
accompanied by apprehension 
for many — due to the agenda 

of a few. It doesn’t seem to matter that 
for the vast majority of American citizens 
Christmas, at its core, is a celebration 
of the birth of Jesus. The many, have al-
lowed a few, to denigrate a benchmark of 

Don’t hate them, pity them

See hot line throughout Times

“I have VA so I don’t 
have to mess with any of 
the companies.”

— Richard Pratt
Holly Township

“I pay more for prescrip-
tions. My husband had 
Alzheimer’s and it cost 
a lot to keep him in the 
nursing home.”

— Caroline Burke, Fenton

“I originally had Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield. It 
became too expensive 
with the price and the 
increase.”

— Steve Berman, Linden

“Some prescriptions 
cost more and it’s harder 
for a retired person on a 
fixed income.” 

— Patricia Flick
Fenton

“My girlfriend got on 
the extended Medicaid, 
so she went from none 
to having some.”

— Joshua Kirchener
Grand Blanc

 “The prices have gone 
up. They raise it every 
half-year.”

— John Locke 
Linden

street talkHow has your health insurance changed over the last two years?
Compiled by Christopher Jones, staff reporter

faith that — until about 20 
years ago — actually was 
‘the most wonderful time 
of the year.’ 
  Many of us are now 
troubled — but not overly 
— by this attempted tem-
pering of the celebration 
of the birth of Jesus. I, for 
one, wonder what the end-
game of those responsible 
is. When you consider the 
enormous efforts that have 
been expended to demonize Christmas, 
what could possibly be their motivation? 
Do they really believe that doing away 
with Christmas trees, Nativity scenes, 
Rudolph, eggnog, mistletoe and giving 
gifts to people you love will be beneficial 
to America? Well, the eggnog maybe — 
hard to argue with that. 
  The only possible explanation is that 
these individuals hate many of the things 
that make most of us happy: smiling chil-

dren, church pews filled 
with families, decorated 
Christmas trees, colorful 
stockings hung by the 
chimney with care and 
manger scenes in front 
yards.  
  They should be pitied, 
not hated. They are miss-
ing one of life’s great joys 
— the timeless magic of 
the Christmas season. 
  Besides, any Christian 

knows that Christmas is not about dis-
plays in malls, it is about a spiritual event 
that we celebrate with our families and in 
our homes.
  So, Merry Christmas fellow Chris-
tians, and Happy Holidays to the rest of 
you.
  There. The war on Christmas is now 
officially ended.
Opinions offered in If I Were King are the author’s alone and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tri-County Times or its staff. Email 
the King at king@tctimes.com. Some content adapted from the internet. 

By Foster Childs
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Hot lines
All submissions, if approved for publication, must be 50 words 
or less and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tri-County 
Times. We reserve the right to edit for clarity, length and liability.
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Do they really 
believe that doing 
away with Christmas 
trees, Nativity 
scenes, Rudolph, 
eggnog, mistletoe 
and giving gifts to 
people you love will 
be beneficial to 
America?

1225 W. Hill Road ¥ Flint, MI 48507
810-235-2345 ¥ www.SwartzFuneralHomeInc.com

If  yo u do n 't  ma ke t he dec Is Io ns... 
they will have to.

the Benefits of Pre-Planning:
¥ lower Costs ¥ affordable terms
¥ Personal Choices ¥ Reduced Stress
¥ transferable ¥ we accept transfers from other funeral homes

Maryann McConnell
Pre-Planning Specialist

Give them peace of mind. Make one phone call.
exclusive provider of cremation with confidence guaranteed.

Girl Scout project
Dear Editor,
I am a Girl Scout leader out of Holly 
Elementary. My troop is currently learn-
ing about our community and what 
is important to us. For a part of our 
project, the girls are reaching out to 
our town on a topic that is important to 
them. Here is what they wrote:  
‘We don’t like people writing bad 
things on the play structures in our 
town. It’s inappropriate for younger 
kids. Little kids could copy the bad 
words. It makes playgrounds less 
beautiful. How would you feel if people 
wrote on the things you cared about? 
Please stop ruining our play structures! 
— Girl Scout Troop #71126’

— Shannon Houfek, Holly

Letters, 150 words or less, 
must be signed and include 
a phone number. We reserve 
the right to  edit for clarity and 
liability. Letters must be writ-
ten exclusively for the Times.

Readers
write

THIS MOr NING THE front page of my 
southern liberal paper featured a pic-
ture of the national tree in Washington. 
If I hadn’t read the article I would have 
thought it was a dunce cap, it looks like 
one. Very appropriate.



A Cr IMINAL IS a criminal and when he 
tries to beat up a police officer and grab the 
officer’s gun and he gets shot, that’s not 
unreasonable. They shouldn’t even bring in 
that he’s black, he’s a criminal.
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uIncreased GCAC 
funding plan doesn’t 
address care of animals
By Yvonne Stegall
ystegall@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792 
 The group GRACE, Genesee County 
Residents for Animal Control Evolution, 
filed a lawsuit on Wednesday, Dec. 
3 against county commissioners Ted 
Henry and Pegge Adams, and the Gen-
esee County Board of Commissioners 
for violation of the Open Meetings Act.
 After the November election, new 
reportedly animal-friendly commis-
sioners were voted onto the board, but 
they don’t take their seats until January. 
In the meantime, some of the current 
commissioners are pushing to put in 
place a proposal for the $1.7 million 
millage that was passed last month. This 
push has animal activists in Genesee 
County up in arms.
 According to GRACE’s post after 
the last meeting on Wednesday, “They 
first brought it up at the board meeting 
immediately following the election. 
The Board instructed them to go back 
to the Animal Control Advisory Com-
mittee to work with that group to devise 
a comprehensive plan.”
 The plan they came back with was 
put together by Animal Control Direc-
tor Stepheni Lazar. Known as animal-
friendly commissioners, Jamie Curtis, 
Mark Young and Tony Brown argued 
against the plan. Because not all of the 
committee members had been considered 
when the plan was devised, and had not 
contributed to it at all, the plan was not 
heard at that time. 
 GRACE’s Facebook page stated, “For 
much of the past two years, Henry and 
Adams have been able to secure support 
from at least three other commissioners. 
This allowed them to have a majority 
of votes and to block any proposals for 
improvements at GCAC that Curtis, 
Young or Brown would bring forward. 
However, because informed voters sup-
ported animal-friendly commissioner 
candidates in this year’s elections, we are 
looking forward to January when a fair 
and more compassionate Board will take 
over. We think Henry and Adams expect 
that too, which is why they are pushing so 
hard to get their agenda approved before 
year end.”
 GRACE’s lawsuit stems from the 
claim that Henry and Adams scheduled 
a meeting with the Animal Control Ad-

visory Committee for Wednesday, Nov. 
26, the day before Thanksgiving and the 
meeting was only posted to the public 
the day prior to the actual 
meeting.
 Because this committee 
includes several county 
commissioners, and be-
cause this committee has 
the power to refer items 
to the full Board for con-
sideration, these meetings 
are subject to the Open 
Meetings Act.
 The last minute notice 
not only kept the public 
from attending, it also 
caused several of the com-
mittee members to be absent. During the 
public comment portion of this meeting, 
GRACE member Richard Angelo stood 
and instructed the committee that he 
felt they were in violation of the Open 
Meetings Act.
 At the meeting this past week, Henry 
and Adams asked for an add-on agenda 
item at the Government Operations Com-

My biggest 
hope is that 
this new Board 
will make good 
decisions for 
GCAC and hire 
the right people 
to run it.
Roberta Angelo
GRACE

‘‘

’’

Animal advocates file lawsuit to freeze funds
mittee. As the chairman for the commit-
tee, Commissioner Omar Sims allowed 
this, and despite ‘no’ votes from animal-

friendly commissioners 
Curtis, Brown and Young, 
and an additional ‘no’ vote 
from Archie Bailey, the 
Board voted 5 to 4 to ap-
prove Lazar’s plan. This 
plan includes the hiring of 
more full-time employees, 
but nothing about changing 
the care or conditions for 
the animals.
 As previously reported, 
Brown said, “The issue 
isn’t going away merely 
by throwing money at it.”

 GRACE members are hoping this 
lawsuit will freeze up the funds until 
the new board members can take their 
seats and come up with a plan that helps 
the animals. Roberta Angelo, one of the 
GRACE team, said, “My biggest hope 
is that this new Board will make good 
decisions for GCAC and hire the right 
people to run it.”

Doug Fairbanks
Hartland Insurance 
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for someone in a particular profession 
locally is still a big question, with lots of 
variables. 
 Linden Community Schools Assistant 
Superintendent Michael Engelter at-
tempted to answer just that for an aver-
age teacher in LCS. He used an example 
teacher with full family coverage with a 
$200 annual deductible.
 With a small deductible plan, the 
monthly cost for health insurance is 
$1,687.92. He said that PA152 places 
a cap on the amount the 
district can contribute to-
ward an employee’s health 
insurance premium. He 
said that the monthly cap 
amount LCS can contribute 
is $1,331.27, which leaves 
the employee to pay the 
difference each month of 
$356.65.
 At the city of Fenton, 
employees insured under 
the city pay 20 percent of 
their monthly insurance 
fee. Clerk Renee Wilson 
gave examples of a single 
person, a couple and a family. These 
employees include police (public safety), 
public works, and office staff. 
 For a single person’s HMO, the fee 
would be 20 percent of $527.92, or 
$105.60 per month. An employee insur-
ing a couple would pay $242.844. An 
employee covering a family pays $285.
 Wilson said insurance plans and rates 
change each year, with a 5-percent in-

crease in 2014. “We are constantly look-
ing at our options in an effort to control 
costs and still provide a quality plan,” 
she said. 
 From administrative staff to the State 
Police, the State of Michigan also pays 
80 percent of the State Health Plan PPO, 
and employees pay 20 percent. 
 For a single person, they might pay 
$123.60 a month, while the state contrib-
utes the rest. For a family, the employee 
would pay about $341.

 Members of the State 
House of Representatives 
and employees are under 
the same health insurance, 
and also contribute 20 per-
cent of the cost. They can 
also participate in a health 
savings account. State reps 
and their staff pay $109 per 
month for a single person, 
$254 for a couple and $328 
for family coverage, for 
plan, “Community Blue 
PPO #1.”
 Fred Wright, benefits 
representative for UAW 

Local 598, said that GM UAW employees 
do not have a monthly premium. “Entry-
level” employees will pay approximately 
$1,000 in deductibles as they use the 
benefits. Long-time employees have to 
contribute to health benefits.
 Retired UAW employees who opt for 
coverage will pay either $17 for a single 
person out of their pension check, or $34 
for a family.

insurance
Continued from Front Page
 The Times has compiled what people 
in different professions might contribute 
monthly for insurance, but if you’re 
curious as to what your insurance might 
cost if you enrolled today, WebMD has 
a handy calculator, based on the middle, 
“Silver” package of the ACA.
 For example, this reporter, under that 
package would pay $209 per month, with 
a maximum annual premium of $2,512 
under the “Silver” plan. Getting a more 

accurate or pos-
sibly cheaper rat-
ing requires more 
detailed informa-
tion submitted.
 Another re-
porter at the of-
fice, with the 
family plan, pays 
about $1,400 per 
month in pre-
miums to cover 
them, their spouse 
and 19-year-old 
dependent. In ad-

dition to this, they have a $3,500 deduct-
ible, which must be met before insurance 
coverage kicks in. 
 Anyone basically on their own or op-
erating a business would be in the same 
boat, checking in on an independent 
insurance policy on the marketplace.
 For a family of four, with an income 
of $65,000, and the oldest person in the 
family at 45, the rate could be $477 per 
month, but the website advises that a 
subsidy might be possible. 
 So what do local professionals contrib-
ute to their insurance?
 Asking about an “average” payment 

We are 
constantly 
looking at our 
options in an 
effort to control 
costs and 
still provide a 
quality plan.
Renee Wilson
Clerk, city of Fenton

‘‘

’’
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All city employees, whether police or an office worker, contribute 20 percent each 
month to their health insurance, which is dependent on a bevy of factors. Here, 
Fenton police officers Nick Jones along with Dan Forbush and Lt. Jason Slater work 
through an active shooter simulation in 2013.

summary
On average, city 
and state employees 
contribute 20 percent 
to their health care 
premiums, which 
increases the more 
family members they 
cover. For anyone 
wondering what 
they may soon be 
paying, check out 
the calculator on 
WebMD. 

YOUR                                                                                                            
SMILE

MATTERS!
By: Dr. Steven Sulfaro

607 N. Saginaw St.   Holly
Call TODAY For Your Appointment     

248-634-4671
www.sulfarofamilydentistry.com

I welcome your questions and comments.      
Feel free to e-mail me drsulfaro@comcast.net

CREATING BEAUTIFUL SMILES FOR OVER 20 YEARS

BITING FORCE
When your upper and lower teeth bite 
together they can exert a lot of pressure.  
Natural upper and lower teeth can pro-
duce upward of 240 pounds per square 
inch.   This force allows us to adequately 
chew and digest the food we need for 
ideal health and nutrition.   When teeth are 
lost most of this chewing power is lost as 
well.  Studies show that the average bite 
force for those folks with dentures is of-
ten times less than 10 pounds per square 
inch.   With minimal residual biting abil-
ity, denture wearers are unable to chew 
and digest their food as before.  This can 
lead to poor nutrition and make control 
of other disease conditions like diabetes 
and heart disease difficult.   There is good 
news, however.  I am happy to report that 
the placement of special dental implant 
anchors under an existing denture can 
GREATLY increase the biting and chewing 
efficiency of a denture wearer.   In fact, an 
implant retained denture wearer has virtu-
ally the same biting efficiency as they did 
when they had their natural teeth.  This can 
greatly enhance their quality of life and im-
prove their health and nutrition.  If you or 
someone you know and love is a denture 
wearer contact my office by dialing 248-
634-4671 today to schedule a free, no 
obligation consultation to see if dental im-
plants are right for you.
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CPL classes a must 
for those who want to 
carry concealed
By Yvonne Stegall
ystegall@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 According to FBI reports, Black Fri-
day this year set an all-time record high 
for firearm sales. There were 175,000 
background checks conducted on Nov. 
28, throughout the U.S. The entire month 
saw a boom in sales, and the FBI ran 
nearly two million background checks 
throughout the month.
 While Christmas is part of the upswing 
in gun sales, with many people buying 
their child’s first gun for hunting or their 
own new rifle, gifting and the holidays 
isn’t the only reason sales have risen. 
 According to one NBC affiliate station, 
studies show that when people are afraid, 
‘gun veterans’ as well as new users, will 
stock up. With 
the nation’s fear 
after seeing the 
violent riots in 
Ferguson, Mis-
souri, increased 
sales were a likely 
response.
 Most gun ad-
vocates will tell you that even in an open 
carry state like Michigan you need to 
get your concealed pistol license (CPL). 
Concealing your weapon allows you to 
not put fear in people you are around and 
it also allows you to not show the “bad” 
guy that you are armed.
 Upon completion of the approved 
course, a certificate will be issued and the 
student will take that and 
two passport photos to the 
county clerk’s office in the 
county they reside. There, 
they will have a quick fin-
gerprint and background 
check for disqualifying 
felonies. Several weeks 
later, the applicant will 
either be told to come back 
to the clerk’s office to pick 
up their license or it will 
be mailed to them. The ap-
plication fee is $125.
 While there are a few 
options out there for 
CPL classes, locally and 
throughout Genesee County, Personal 
Defense Services offers a local solution.
 Brett Selby has been a police officer 

summary
Gun sales have 
gone up over the 
past month, due to 
holidays and national 
violence.

Decide 
whether or not 
you are going to 
be a victim. It’s 
better to have it 
and not need it 
than need it and 
not have it.
Kevin Stegall
Fenton resident and 
recent CPL class student

‘‘

’’

CPL class basics
• Take a National Rifle Association 
(NRA) approved Personal Protection 
in the Home course with a certified 
instructor.
• The course is a one-day class 
that should include an in-depth 
program regarding individuals’ 
responsibilities of using and storing 
a firearm in the home.
• The second part of the course 
should include an extensive legal 
brief by a law enforcement officer or 
attorney who has advanced training 
in personal protection and gun law 
knowledge.
• The third part would include a 
comprehensive test of the material.
• Qualify on the range with at least 
30 rounds of ammunition.
Source: Lt. Brett Selby of 
Personal Defense Service LLC

Firearm sales at all-time high

for 23 years and is currently a police 
lieutenant and shift commander in the 
patrol division. He has been teaching CPL 
classes for the past 10 years and a firearms 

instructor at The Oakland 
Police Academy. “I accept 
only small classes to give 
individual attention and 
never turn a student away 
for their skill level,” said 
Selby.
 In Genesee County, 
there’s a one-in-13 chance 
a person has a concealed 
weapon permit.
 According to data com-
piled from police reports 
and U.S. Census esti-
mates, 7.75 out of every 
100 adults in Genesee 
County who are eligible 

to carry a concealed pistol have a CPL. 
This is in contrast to stats showing that 
statewide, one in 16 adults has a CPL. 

• Sales & Service Installation • Servicing all makes & models• Duct cleaning • Heat pumps • Boilers • Furnaces

Let us make sure your furnace is 
working as efficiently as it should!

Call and schedule your furnace cleaning today!

Free estimate & Heating 
system analysis  

Don’t call a salesman—Call a 
heating & cooling expert

409 E. Caroline, Fenton • 810-629-4946 • www.davelambheating.com

PROvIDINg QUALITY  
PRODUCTS & SERvICE 

YOU CAN TRUST

ExTENDED
wARRANTIES

AvAILAbLE

We’re here 24/7! We Make House Calls!

We pride ourselves on giving back to our local  
community & charitable organizations.

212 W. silver lake rd. Fenton
www.fentonvision.com

810-629-3070

• most insurances accepted
• late evening appointments 
• weekend appointments

No Insurance • No Problem!

Dr. Cynthia L. Cupal, 
O.D., F.A.A.O., Diplomate, 

American Board of 
Optometry

Dr. Juan Alvarado, 
O.D., Diplomate, 

American Board of 
Optometry

Quality Vision Care

14176 Fenton Rd.
Fenton
(just north of Chase Bank)

810-629-7332 
www.fentonTLC.org

Join us for our

Mid-Week Advent Services
on Wednesdays: December 10th and 17th

6:00 pm until 7:30 pm

Christmas Eve Service 
Wednesday at 7:00 pm

f ree Dinner and Children’s Program provided 

We take the hassle out of 
Printing & Shipping

www.goinpostalfenton.com

You’re just a click away...
www.goinpostalfenton.com

810-208-7155
1421 N. LeRoy St.  Fenton

Graphic Design • Business Cards • Brochures 
• Envelops • Letterheads & More

25¢
Color Copies

Expires 12/31/14
*Single sided, standard paper only.

$300 off
Full Service 

Packing
Expires 12/31/14
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pedestrian friendly.
 The plans Burns laid out were similar 
to last year, and many of the very specific 
details and the exact timeline will be 
fleshed out over the winter, with a final 
detailed meeting in the spring before 
ground is broken. 
 The heavy-duty work is expected to 
begin in late March, weather permit-

ting, and end in the late fall. 
Some work will have to be 
completed spring 2016, but 
most will be done in 2015.
 Burns did offer some traf-
fic insights while a new storm 
sewer is put in.
 During the bulk of the 
project, South LeRoy Street 
will be one northbound lane 
only. Shiawassee Avenue 
near downtown will only be 
eastbound. All other roads 
will be open as usual, and 

Mill Street will be two-way once again. 

Streetscape basics
 The project has been in the works 
since 2011, when conceptual draw-
ings were made. When completed, the 
streetscape will alter the streets, curbs, 
sidewalks and lighting of the down-
town, from Second Street to Elizabeth 
Street.  
 The $4.8 million project was first 
delayed in 2012, when the city decided 
to wait for $1.7 in federal funds.
 In the fall of 2013, City Manager 
Lynn Markland and Assistant City Man-
ager Mike Burns submitted paperwork 
for the grants with the expectation of it 
all being wrapped up that winter, and 
allowing bidding and construction to 
begin. The October 2013 federal gov-
ernment shut-down and MDOT caused 
delays in the obligating of the funds. 
Now, funds have been secured and 
construction can begin in spring 2015. 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Landscape Architect and horticulturalist Vanessa Warren with OHM Advisors, Inc. 
explains what trees would be used, as planted in the latter phase of the Streetscape 
project. Business owners express concerns over trees possibly crowding their 
storefronts.

streetscape
Continued from Front Page
will become when the streetscape proj-
ect is complete — slated to begin in the 
spring.
 There’s a reason the story sounds 
familiar. It’s because the city essentially 
held the same meeting last November. 
But last year, the project was fated to not 
begin as planned, and was 
mostly delayed for another 
year. 
 “I can assure you, that 
this project is going to go 
this spring,” said Assistant 
City Manager Mike Burns 
to the group of about 30, 
who poured over conceptual 
print-outs of where the new 
trees will go.
 The Streetscape project 
has been delayed for two 
years, once intentionally to 
secure $1.7 million in federal grants, 
and another time (this year) as the shut-
down in the federal government delayed 
processing by the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration in time to keep construction 
into one season.
 The project will be paid for with bonds, 
the first payment being sent out next year. 
Burns said the city also locked in a lower 
interest rate, saving $140,000 over the life 
of the 20-year bond. 
 Business owners were treated to a digi-
tal video rendering showing what the trees 
downtown will look like, prompting some 
concerns over blocked storefronts and 
messy falling leaves. Landscape Archi-
tect Vanessa Warren with OHM Advisors,  
Inc. answered concerns and explained the 
different species. 
 The group also talked about snow 
removal, sidewalk drainage, and how 
traffic volume will stay the same, but 
be slowed as downtown becomes more 

I can 
assure you, 
that this 
project is 
going to go 
this spring.
Mike Burns
Assistant Fenton 
city manager

‘‘

’’

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Assistant City Manager Mike Burns discusses the general 
timeline for the Streetscape project on Wednesday night. 

Full Service Salon

iS Seeking a 

Full-time StyliSt
to join their team
clientele preFerred

call 810-714-1111 or 
Stop in For an interview

495 Fenway dr., Fenton 
allurehairco.com

$25 off
Any Grout Doctor Service!

Call today for your FREE In-Home Evaluation!
Expert Tile, Grout and Stone Care!

Not valid with other offers.

Pretty tile, Ugly groUt?®

810-603-1772

bEFORE AFTER

Maintain
Repair

Restore
Revitalize

and Save Money!
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3 
Great Companies 

all Under one roof
FuRnaCE &  

aIR CondItIonIng 
SERvICE & REplaCEMEnt

ElECtRICal pRoblEMS?

*Must mention coupon when scheduling. Offer valid on initial service call.  
One offer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other discounts.  

Valid Mon.-Fri 8a.m.-4p.m., Holidays excluded. Offer valid through 12/31/14. TCT

www.mistersparky.com

ELECTRICAL  
PROBLEMS?
ELECTRICAL  
PROBLEMS?

To learn more about our services and save with special offers log on to: www.mistersparky.com

PHONES ANSWERED LIVE
24 HOURS A DAY 7 DAYS A WEEK

1-888-8-SPARKY
(1-888-877-2759)

Licensed & Insured • Locally Owned & Operated

We’re On Time, You’ll See, 
Or The Repair is Free™

Troubleshooting
Electrical 
Problems
Surge Protection
Lighting Fixtures
Circuit Panels
Home Re-wiring
Generator Hook-ups/
Emergency Power
Home Electrical 
Safety Inspections
Code Violation & 
Corrections

ELECTRICAL SERVICE CALL

This Week’s Super Special…

$1995
ONLY

Normal Service Call Fee $49.00

If you are having any Electrical Problems, DON’T PANIC!
Call MISTER SPARKY ELECTRICAL - AMERICA’S ON-TIME ELECTRICIAN™

From MISTER SPARKY 
ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
YOU CAN EXPECT:

We can help you with:

 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
 Electricians are Drug Tested and Receive a Comprehensive 

Background Check
 Repair Guaranteed for up to 2 years
 Fair and Consistent Pricing with No Hidden Costs
 Fully Equipped Big Red Trucks
 Technicians Leave Your Home White Glove Clean

Updated Smoke Detectors
Ceiling Fan Installation
GFI Repair
Outlet/Plug Installation
Fire & Storm Repair
ALL ELECTRICAL SERVICES

PHONES ANSWERED LIVE 24/7
1-888-8-SPARKY

(1-888-877-2759)
248-363-8508    248-348-8814   248-684-2888

Licensed & Insured • Locally owned & operated

ALL ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ONLY 
$2950

Normal Service Call Fee $59.00

          ELECTRICAL SERVICE CALL

     Air Conditioning              Furnances             Humidifiers

Indoor Air Quality            Maintenance Agreements

Latest Technology for Prevention, Detention and Repair

ELECTRICAL PROBLEMS?

Offer valid on initial service call and with repair only. One offer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other 
discounts. Valid Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Holidays excluded.  Please mention this ad, offer valid through 9/1/14

50% OFF
Normal Service

Call!

ELECTRICAL  
PROBLEMS?
ELECTRICAL  
PROBLEMS?

To learn more about our services and save with special offers log on to: www.mistersparky.com

PHONES ANSWERED LIVE
24 HOURS A DAY 7 DAYS A WEEK

1-888-8-SPARKY
(1-888-877-2759)

Licensed & Insured • Locally Owned & Operated

We’re On Time, You’ll See, 
Or The Repair is Free™

Troubleshooting
Electrical 
Problems
Surge Protection
Lighting Fixtures
Circuit Panels
Home Re-wiring
Generator Hook-ups/
Emergency Power
Home Electrical 
Safety Inspections
Code Violation & 
Corrections

ELECTRICAL SERVICE CALL

This Week’s Super Special…

$1995
ONLY

Normal Service Call Fee $49.00

If you are having any Electrical Problems, DON’T PANIC!
Call MISTER SPARKY ELECTRICAL - AMERICA’S ON-TIME ELECTRICIAN™

From MISTER SPARKY 
ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
YOU CAN EXPECT:

We can help you with:

 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
 Electricians are Drug Tested and Receive a Comprehensive 

Background Check
 Repair Guaranteed for up to 2 years
 Fair and Consistent Pricing with No Hidden Costs
 Fully Equipped Big Red Trucks
 Technicians Leave Your Home White Glove Clean

Updated Smoke Detectors
Ceiling Fan Installation
GFI Repair
Outlet/Plug Installation
Fire & Storm Repair
ALL ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Water
Softeners

Sales &
Service

ONLY 
$2950

Normal Service Call Fee $59.00
Offer valid on initial service call and with repair only. One offer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other 

discounts. Valid Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Holidays excluded.  Please mention this ad, offer valid through 9/1/14 SC

          PLUMBING SERVICE CALL50% OFF
Normal Service 

Call!

ALL PLUMBING SERVICES

PLUMBING PROBLEMS?

www.benfranklinplumbing.com

PHONES ANSWERED LIVE 24/7
1-866-770-7774

248-674-7107    248-855-1707   248-685-7774
Licensed & Insured • Locally owned & operated

100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Fully-Equipped Big Blue Trucks
for Same-Day Service

No Surprises We Charge by the
Job not by the Hour

   Backflow Prevention Certified       Copper Re-Piping      Gas Line Installation
   Hose Bibs      Leaks      Sump Pumps      Pressure Tanks  

   Tankless Hot Water Heaters       Video Inspection       Water Heaters

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
Repair Guaranteed for up to 2 years
Fully Equipped Big Red Trucks

    Troubleshooting         Surge Protection         Lighting Fixtures

    Circuit Panels        Home Re-Wiring 

   Generator Hook-ups/Emergency Power         Safety Inspections

Code Violation Corrections         Outlet / Plug Installation

FURNANCE & 
AIR CONDITIONING REPAIR

www.onehourheatandair.com

PHONES ANSWERED LIVE 24/7

Licensed & Insured • Locally owned & operated
888-915-5550

3 Great Companies
All Under One Roof

ONLY 
$2950

Normal Service Call Fee $59.00

          HEATING & COOLING SERVICE CALL

Offer valid on initial service call and with repair only. One offer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other 
discounts. Valid Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Holidays excluded.  Please mention this ad, offer valid through 9/1/14

50% OFF
Normal Service

Call!

100% Satisfaction Guarantee
Fair and Consistent Pricing with No Hidden Costs
Technicians Leave Your Home White Glove Clean

OveR eleCtriCal serviCe Call
Over

50%off
Normal  
Service  

Call

 

speciaL$2495

$4995
only

only normally $5900

normally $10995

*Must mention coupon when scheduling. Offer valid on initial service call and with 
repair only. One offer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other discounts.  

Valid Mon.-Fri 8a.m.-4p.m., Holidays excluded. Offer valid through 12/31/14. TCT www.mistersparky.com

phones answered live 24/7
1-888-8-sparky (1-888-877-2759)

810-750-1858 • 810-694-4800 • 810-632-9300
licensed & insured • locally owned & operated

www.onehourheatandair.com

phones answered live 24/7

810-750-1958
licensed & insured • locally owned & operated

www.benfranklinplumbing.com

phones answered live 24/7
1-866-770-7774

248-674-7107 • 248-855-1707 • 248-685-7774
licensed & insured • locally owned & operated

pluMbIng pRoblEMS?

plUmbinG serviCe Call
Over

50%off
Normal  
Service  

Call speciaL$2495
only normally $5900

*Must mention coupon when scheduling. Offer valid on initial service call and with 
repair only. One offer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other discounts.  

Valid Mon.-Fri 8a.m.-4p.m., Holidays excluded. Offer valid through 12/31/14. TCT

Get ready for winter!

furnace efficiency
& safety inspection
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107 S. Walnut • Fenton
(810) 629-2222

Sharon Miner K.S.

SponSored by:

Picadilly is a young 5 month 
old Coonhound.

picadilly

SponSored by:

I’m a beautiful girl, who is under three. 
I want a home for the holidays.

Mamasan

SponSored by:

Veronica is a special needs Shih Tzu 
with so much love to give.

Veronica

SponSored by: SponSored by:

I’m a tiny boy who needs a quiet home 
with someone home a lot.

batmanCharis
I’m 6 months old and just the 

sweetest girl. I love attention and 
I’m very affectionate.

340 Fenway Dr., Fenton
734-449-4008

www.mcdunnough.com

605 N. Saginaw • Holly • 248-634-5730
www.wilkinsonautorepair.com 

SponSored by:

I’m a sweet baby boy, who loves 
to play with my brother Bert. 
Two kittens are twice as nice!

ernie

SponSored by:

Six month old Annie just keeps 
getting overlooked.  

Annie

SponSored by:

I’m a sweet baby boy, who loves to 
play with my brother Ernie. 

Two kittens are twice as nice!

bert

SponSored by:

This boxer blend is a 
true catch!

Cocoa

SponSored by:

I’m a six month Lab learning what being 
a pup is all about.

Sugar daddy

SponSored by:

I’m a shy guy who would 
love to have access to lots of 

toys and daily playtime.

bullwinkle

SponSored by: SponSored by:

I was born at AAP, I’m the last of my 
littermates. Will you be my fur-ever home?

Saunter

SponSored by:

I was raised around dogs, cat, and birds. 
And I like humans of all shapes and sizes!

parsnip

SponSored by:

Happy go lucky Jammi is under a 
year and only 10 lbs.

Jammi
I’m a gorgeous 

senior girl.

BrAD HOFFMAN 
INSurANCe 

AGeNCy, INC.
102 S. Leroy St. • Fenton

810-629-4991

dee dee

13575 Fenton rd. • Fenton • Tues. - Sat. 10am-3pm, Sun. 1pm-4pm
www.adoptapetfenton.com

To adopt any of these pets, please call Adopt-A-Pet at our Fenton location 810-629-0723.

These fine area merchants are asking for your help in finding these animals loving homes.

Your new best friend is waiting.

607 N. Saginaw St. • Holly • 248-634-4671
www.sulfarofamilydentistry.com

SponSored by:

I’m a happy kitten, who would do well in 
any home.Perhaps you would consider 

adopting my sister, Lace, too?

Garfield

SponSored by:

Harry is a hound, through and 
through Coonhound.

Harry

SponSored by:

I’m a happy kitten, who would do well in any 
home. Perhaps you would consider 
adopting my brother, Garfield, too?

Lace

SponSored by:

Macho Man

SponSored by:

I’m a beautiful golden brown tabby. I need a 
home that will let me build my confidence.

Carrington

3180 W. Silver Lake rd.
Fenton • 810-750-1360 
www.chassefenton.com

I’m a playful little, nine 
month old boy.

SponSored by:

A darling 4-month-old 
Lab blend!

Annalise

1023 N. Bridge St. • Linden
Inc.

(810)
735-8822

DECORATING DESIGNand
(810) 232-3530

www.accentdd.com
Main Office • 175 N. Leroy St. • Fenton 
810-629-2263 • www.thestatebank.com

JD Michel
  SALON & DAY SPA

1549 N. LeRoy St. • Fenton • 810-629-5353

14288 N. Fenton rd. • 810-629-3333  
(behind Sagebrush Cantina)

www.stitchesnthings.com 

Goober P’s 

Splash&Dash
Mobile Pet Grooming Service

(810) 241-1706

Fenton Veterinary 
Clinic

14115 N Fenton Rd
Fenton • 810-629-1564

Follow 
us on 

Fenton Veterinary 
Clinic

14115 N Fenton Rd
Fenton • 810-629-1564

Follow 
us on 

2238 N. Long Lake Rd. • Fenton
810-629-4505

www.thefireplacefenton.com
Fenton • Waterford • Lapeer • Frankenmuth
www.fentonhomefurnishings.com www.BealeStSmokehouse.com

2461 North rd.
Fenton

810-750-0507

409 S. l eroy
Fenton 

810-354-8065
www.roundtown
cupcakes.com

Fenton Veterinary 
Clinic

14115 N Fenton Rd
Fenton • 810-629-1564

Follow 
us on 

McDonald’s
of Lake Fenton

3238 W. Thompson Rd. • Fenton • 810-714-3183

s ile
on your face!

Put a

fentondentistry.com
810-629-8272

Oak Tree DenTal
Cosmetic & Family Dentistry

500 N. Leroy St., Fenton
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124 N. Saginaw St., Suite C • Holly

(248)
634-1976

SponSored by: SponSored by:

I have a very strong personality. If you are an 
experienced cat owner, I’m your girl!

CJ

SponSored by:

Lucky has been with us for a long time and 
needs someone to give her a chance. 

Lucky

SponSored by:

I’m particular about my feline friends. 
I would do best if I was an only child.

Jesse

SponSored by:

I love to play and need someone 
experienced with training.

emmydeanna
Look into my eyes and feel the love. 
I’d like your home to be my home.

Wag & Purr 
Pet Boarding

11650 Stallion Lane • Holly
248-459-1200

Wag & Purr 
Pet Boarding

11650 Stallion Lane • Holly
248-459-1200

SponSored by:

I’m shy and a bit nervous, but when I trust 
you, I become all snuggles and love.

Kelly

SponSored by: SponSored by:

I always look like I’m winking, because I only 
have one eye. I’m very petite and sweet!

Mama Kat

SponSored by:

I’m a six month Lab blend just 
looking for love.

pop rocks

SponSored by:

I’m a gorgeous girl with a personality to 
match! Will I be yours fur-ever?

SmileyHank
I’m a BIG boy who needs to be the only 

animal in the home. 

Hartford South

Joe & Sandy 
Leone-Consiglio
313-815-1602

Residents of Lobdell Lake

Luxury Dog Boarding and Doggie Daycare

810.516.7096

Brookstone

Farms

www.brookstonefarms.org
Luxury Dog Boarding and Doggie Daycare

810.516.7096

Brookstone

Farms

www.brookstonefarms.org

SponSored by:

I’m a big guy, with a big heart. I want to 
spend the holidays with you - 

in my new home.

Homer

SponSored by: SponSored by:

I’m a bit shy, but I love people. 
Adopt me - you won’t be disappointed!

Amethyst

SponSored by:

Sweet Marie is 2-4 years old and 
loves other dogs.

Marie

SponSored by:

Boppity is a six month old 
Shepherd/Lab girl ready to start her life.

boppity

We need your help! Monetary donations are always accepted and greatly appreciated.

unscented, clay cat litter 
Kitten food (canned)

Dog/puppy chew toys
VG’s receipts
Paper Towels

Garbage Bags 

Waterless hand sanitizer
Stamps

#10 envelopes
Computer paper (8.5 x 11)

Pet Store Gift Cards
Cans & bottles as returnables

Adopt-a-Pet Wish List

SponSored by: SponSored by:

Miranda

SponSored by:

I’m always full of smiles as long as 
my people are near.

Fiona

SponSored by:

I’m a sweet, affectionate girl, who has a 
condition that makes me wiggle when I walk.

Carrie

SponSored by:

Otis is a shy little guy at first but a 
love bug in no time.

otis
I’m a shy little guy who needs a 

calm home.

Milo
I’m painfully shy and need someone with 
lots of patience, to help me bloom into the 

wonderful cat I know I can be!

SponSored by:

All my babies have been adopted...
Now I’m ready to be adopted and babied.

penquin
Trap Neuter Return

Trap, Neuter, return (TNr) is a unique program to the area. 
There are millions of community cats killed in shelters because they 

are unadoptable. TNr is recognized as the most humane and effective 
strategy for reducing the community cat population. 

Anyone caring for a colony of feral or stray cats may fill out 
an application to have the cats fixed at a low cost. 

go to adoptapetfenton.com/tnr
Ask about our low cost spay/neuter!

For those with a financial need.

DECORATING DESIGNand
(810) 232-3530

www.accentdd.com

1437 N. Leroy St., Fenton
(810)750-0551

612 W. Broad St., Linden
(810)735-9481

Bell Title 
415 Rounds Dr., Fenton

810-208-8970
3206 W. Silver Lake rd. • Fenton

810-593-7400
3206 W. Silver Lake rd. • Fenton

810-593-7400

kerton Lumber co.
1122 N. Saginaw St.

Holly
248-634-8951

100 s. lero y, fent on • 810-629-2287
www .fent oncamera.com 1439 N. LeRoy St., Fenton • 810-629-9800

204 E. broad St., Linden 
810.735.5169

Barbichon
gr o o min g sal o n

LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN FENTON
MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE

FITNESS    OUTDOOR   WORK   WEEKEND

104 S. LEROY ST   810.354.8398   REDFOXFOOTWEAR.COM
LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN FENTON

MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE

FITNESS    OUTDOOR   WORK   WEEKEND

104 S. LEROY ST   810.354.8398   REDFOXFOOTWEAR.COM

Located in Downtown Fenton1002 N. Bridge St., Linden
810-735-7846

Linden Kitchen 
& Bath, Inc.

RED DEVIL

pi
z

za
  -

  p
ast a  -  pizzeli

Re d  d e v i l

104 S. Broad st. • Holly
248-634-4422 

1153 N. Leroy • Fenton 
810-714-9199

810-735-9487
Since 1964

Offering Skilled Nursing Services

5100 Silver Parkway, Fenton 

810-714-5950

donny
I’m about 2 years old and 

a typical Lab.



12A	 	 Sunday,	December	7,	2014	 weekend times tctimes.com

Y0076_ALL 2014431 AEP    CMS Accepted 11/10/2014

Medicare open enrollment ends December 7.
Choosing a Medicare plan can raise a lot of questions. But the deadline is fast approaching, so we’re staying 
open late to make sure you can get all your questions answered.

• Which plans cover the services I need?  

• Which plans give me the most freedom in choosing my doctors?

• Which plans have prescription drug coverage?

Call (888) 835-8532 or TTY/TDD (800) 649-3777
Licensed HAP Medicare Sales Representatives will be available seven days a week,  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. (and 8 a.m. to midnight on December 7).
Or, visit HAPmedicareanswers.com

HAP Senior Plus (hmo), HAP Senior Plus (hmo-pos), Alliance Medicare PPO and Alliance Medicare Rx (pdp) are plans with Medicare 
contracts. Enrollment in the plans depends on contract renewals. Alliance Medicare PPO and Alliance Medicare Rx are products of Alliance 
Health and Life Insurance Company, a wholly owned subsidiary of HAP.

Last minute Medicare questions?

We’re here until 8 p.m.  
every night and until  
midnight on December 7.
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tions will be under $2.50 by Christmas.
 According to Gas News, the average 
retail gasoline prices in Flint have risen 
9.5 cents per gallon in the past week, 
averaging $2.87/g on Wednesday. These 
calculations are according to GasBuddy’s 
daily survey of 212 gas outlets in Flint. 

This compares with the 
national average that has 
fallen 2.1 cents per gallon 
in the last week to $2.78/g.
 Not only are prices 
dropping, prices Wednes-
day were 34.6 cents per 
gallon lower than the 
same day one year ago and 
are 3.8 cents per gallon 
lower than a month ago, 
in Flint. The national av-
erage has decreased 21.8 

cents per gallon during the last month 
and stands 49.9 cents per gallon lower 
than this day one year ago. 
 Smith said, “It’s a good possibility 
gas prices will be down to $2 or less by 
Christmas, especially if it keeps going 
the way it has been.”

By Sally Rummel • news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282

Belle Jackson 
Therapeutic Massage

Local massage therapist  
moves to new office

 Belle Jackson, BCTM, LMT, has moved her massage 
therapy practice to 14165 North Fenton Rd., Suite 104 in the 
North Towne Professional Center in Fenton Township.
 A certified massage therapist since 2006, Jackson’s new 
location brings her patients a more relaxed setting in a larger 
space, plus convenient parking. She has been in private prac-
tice since May 2013.
 Jackson has created a unique niche in her practice by focus-
ing on Myofascial Release to target chronic pain. She also 
performs cranial sacral massage, wellness lymphatic work 
and relaxation massage.
 “Massage therapy is now thought to be one of the principal 
components in maintaining good health,” she said. “It’s also 
helpful for injuries. If you’ve been injured in an auto accident, 
you can now get massage therapy with a doctor’s prescription, 

and it will be covered by your insurance even without being 
associated with a chiropractic office. 
 To make an appointment, call (810) 629-4575.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | SALLY RUMMEL

Massage Therapist Belle Jackson shows her larger, more 
private space at her new office in the North Towne Profes-
sional Center in Fenton Township.

inBusiness

It’s a good 
possibility gas 
prices will 
be down to 
$2 or less by 
Christmas…
Doug Smith
Smitty’s Exit 80 owner

‘‘

’’

pumping gas pick

prices
Continued from Front Page
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
claimed its members will keep oil produc-
tion at current levels. Many industry 
experts expected the cartel to slash 
production amid a deep slide in oil 
prices, which hit five-year 
lows following the an-
nouncement.
 Smith said that he has 
heard and read that the 
lower prices are due to hav-
ing so much oil in reserves 
and the demand is lower. 
“Now that the summer 
travel period is over it’s 
dropping in price,” he said.
 Even the current drops 
are enough to ease the cost 
of travel for Christmas shopping, giving 
us more money to spend on gifts instead 
of on our gas tanks.
 According to reports by Fox News, 
about 12 percent of U.S. gas stations are 
already charging less than $2.50 a gallon. 
It is believed that more than a third of sta-

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE photo

People just might be smiling more at 
the pump this month as gasoline prices 
continue to drop.

Shopping For Cash Back?
If you’re looking for a credit card rewards program, you’ve come to the right place. With Plus 
Rewards 1% Cash Back* you can earn cash back on every new purchase, all year long. 
It gets even better.  With a Financial Plus VISA Credit Card there are no hidden fees!  No balance transfer 
fee, no annual fee, and no cash advance fee, and you still receive 1% Cash Back* on every new purchase.  
How can I apply? Call us at (800) 748-0451, apply online* at www.financialplusfcu.org/visa.php, or 
visit any Financial Plus location today!

*Equal opportunity lender. Some restrictions and Financial Plus Credit Union 
standards apply.  APR = Annual Percentage Rate. The current variable Cash 
Advance APR as of 10/20/14 is 10.25%, 14.25% or 18.00%, the current variable 
Annual Percentage Rate for Purchases is 7.25%, 10.25%, or 14.25%. 3% 
International transaction fee. Variable Annual Percentage Rates are based 
on Prime Lending Rate and creditworthiness. See Credit Union for full details. 

Apply for your
VISA Credit Card today!*

www.financialplusfcu.org/visa.php

(810) 244-2200 • (800) 748-0451 • www.financialplusfcu.org

Free online 

coupons!

$50
Mani / PeDispecial

• Shut-ins • Seniors 
• Bridal Parties 
• Lunch Hour 

Office Manicures 
• Pedicure Parties  

• acrylic Fills • Repairs
...much more!

Lisa 
810-922-6553

ManiCURiST
travelingTHe

View all stories 
online at
tctimes.com
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schooL buses
Continued from Front Page
have to be taken out of service and be 
fixed immediately. 
 Followed by six of 16 buses red flagged 
for Lake Fenton Community Schools, and 
one in Holly Area Schools.
 A yellow tag bus can 
remain in service, but the 
items in question must be 
repaired within 60 days of 
the inspection.
 Fenton Superintendent 
Tim Jalkanen said, “Each 
year the Michigan State 
Police inspect school bus-
es across the state.  Fenton 
schools has two full-time 
mechanics to maintain the 
fleet of 44 buses of Fenton 
schools and the Genesee 
Intermediate School Dis-
trict.”  
 Of the 20 buses that were red flagged 
at his school, Jalkanen said, “Several of 
the red tags on our buses were related to 
the seats.  For example, the foam on seats 
needed to be replaced or a seat bolt broke 
during the inspection.
 “All of the red tag items were repaired 

All of the red 
tag items were 
repaired and 
buses were back 
in service while 
the Michigan 
State Police 
officer was still 
in the district.
Tim Jalkanen
Fenton Superintendent

‘‘

’’

and buses were back in service while the 
Michigan Stare Police officer was still in 
the district.  We strive to make sure our 
buses are safe at all times.”
 Looking back at the end of 2013 re-
ports, Fenton had one of 27 buses red 

tagged, and no yellow. 
On that same report, of 
28 buses in Linden, three 
had a yellow grade and 
four had red. This report’s 
statistics indicate that the 
high rates this year aren’t 
a regular occurrence.
 Jalkanen said, “We 
know our buses are old 
and in need of replace-
ment.  The average age of 
our bus fleet is 14 years 
old.  We are planning to 
purchase 17 new buses in 
the coming years through 
the passage of the recent 

bond proposal.  In fact, four new buses 
are in the district today (Tuesday) and 
will be on the road very soon.”
 Lake Fenton Superintendent Wayne 
Wright, said, “Our busses are inspected 
regularly by our mechanics, and our driv-
ers go through a pre- check inspection 
before driving the buses every day.  I 
believe our buses are very safe.”
 Wright too said many of the red flags 
were due to seat foam issues, which is a 
new addition to the inspection list this 
year.
 According to Michigan.gov, the annual 
report for all of Michigan’s schools is 
posted on the government site each year 
after September 1.

‘Alive in AppAlAchiA’ 
premiers on dec. 10
The Fenton Film Series invites the 
community to its next ‘free’ movie 
night on Wednesday, Dec. 10 for 
the world premiere of “Alive in 
Appalachia,” the newest docu-
mentary from Tim Jagielo, a local 
filmmaker and associate editor at 
the Tri-County Times. The movie 
starts at 7 p.m. at the Fenton 
Community & Cultural Center. 
Come early to meet the filmmaker 
and enjoy complimentary food 
and entertainment. As always, 
admission is free. Celebrate the 
holidays with this film about charity 
and the human spirit. Movies are 
presented free of charge thanks 
to the generous donations from 
several local sponsors. Fun before 
the film continues with two free-
to-enter raffles — for a “Historic 
Fenton” comforter donated by 
Ralph Rheingans, and a holiday 
flower arrangement provided by 
Tanglewood Home Care.
cookies for loved ones 
in the militAry overseAs
Transfiguration Lutheran Church, 
14176 Fenton Rd., Fenton will 
hold its ninth annual Cookie Walk 
on Saturday, Dec. 13, at 9 a.m. 
Select from a variety of more than 
40 types of cookies. When you 
purchase three dozen or more, 
they will ship the same amount to 
your loved one serving overseas 
free of charge. This project is sup-
ported by Thrivent Financial Care 
Abounds in Communities.

 eventsCalendar of

ferc scoping meeting for pipeline
On Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 6 p.m., the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
will host a scoping meeting at the 
Holiday Inn Gateway Center at 5353 
Gateway Centre in Flint. At this meeting, 
FERC will discuss the environmental 
impacts of the planned ET Rover 
pipeline project that is proposed 
to come through multiple counties 
in Michigan, including Genesee, 
Livingston and Oakland County. 
According to a release sent by FERC, 
representatives from Rover will be 
present one hour prior to the meeting to 
answer questions. More information can 
be found at ferc.gov.

News briefs

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Linden Kiwanis have again put 
up Christmas decorations in Linden. 
The group has been funding and 
doing this project for more than 30 
years. For years, Kiwanis member 
Bob Sansam donated his time and 
equipment to put up the decora-
tions. This year, Ronald’s Tree Ser-
vice volunteered its time and trucks 
to get the job done.

Decorating downtown Linden

Keep up with the Times

daiLy!

w w w . t c t i m e s . c o m

3000 Owen Rd. @ US-23 in Fenton 
Toll Free 1-855-388-0328

www.canever.com SERVICE HOURS
Monday: 7am - 8pm 
Tues - Fri: 7am - 6pm 
Saturday: 8am - 2pm 
Sunday: CLOSED

SERVICE COUPON SERVICE COUPONSERVICE COUPON BODY SHOP COUPON

FREE MOUNT
& BALANCE

Please present at write up. 
Expires 1-31-15. FPTCT

Please present at write up.  
Expires 12-24-14. FPTCT

Please present at write up.
Expires 2-14-15. FPTCT

WITH ANY INSURANCE 
PAID COLLISION REPAIR.

$50
GAS CARD

$10 OFF

GET YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR

WINTER
WE’RE THE BEST FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR AROUND

• Honest, caring & friendly service staff
• Family owned & operated for over 43 years
• Free pick up and delivery
• Automotive Service Excellence Certified (ASE)
• Nationwide Warranty
• Open Saturday’s for your convenience
• Rapid, accurate diagnosis and repair 
• We do it faster, better and for less!
• We’ll match any competitors coupons

• Freeze protection (can prevent damage and 
even cracks in your engine)

• Continued protection against over heating
• Reduced thermal stresses by having uniform 

temperatures around your engine and radiator
• Improved cabin heater efficiency

Consult your owner’s manual for your vehicle’s coolant 
service requirements based on mileage and time.

DID YOU 
KNOW?Having your coolant 

exchanged is important!

Schedule an appointment  
online at www.canever.com 
and click on the service tab

WHEN YOU PURCHASE 
TWO OR MORE TIRES AND 
ALIGNMENT. $50 VALUE!

30 DAY TIRE PRICE MATCH 
GUARANTEE ON ALL TIRES!

ANY OF THESE  
SERVICES INSTANTLY:

ALIGNMENTS, REPLACE SPARK 
PLUGS, 4X4 SERVICE, COOLANT 
& TRANS SERVICES, ROTATE AND 

BALANCES, FUEL INDUCTION 
CLEANING

Please present at write up.
Expires 12-24-14. FPTCT

Includes Visual 
inspection.  Computer 

printout of battery health.

FREE
BATTERY TEST

Duane Curto
Director, Service 

Operations

TESTIMONIALS: 
Everything done well and promptly.  -Michael G.
Patrick in the service department was very professional, friendly 
and thorough.  -Betty W. 

• 
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A 20 minute outdoor walk through the events  
that foretold and preceded Christ’s birth.

Live Animals

Warm up with music and refreshments inside after your walk.

Michael Maher Band to perform on Friday, December 12th
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By Sally Rummel • news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282

What’s Shake’n 
Burger Grille

Bigger! Better! Fresher is their motto
 The burger is “what’s make’n” news at What’s Shake’n, 
Fenton’s newest hamburger eatery. 
 “Every single burger is made to order,” said Dave Durant, 
who opened the restaurant June 18 with partners Jerry Heck 
and Jeff Rak. Together, they’ve stacked up 105 years in the 
burger and ice cream industry.
 To get the best burger, What’s Shake’n starts with the 
freshest beef from Abbott’s Meats, always fresh and never 
frozen. Each burger is topped with local hand-cut vegetables 
and condiments for its signature style, and then “sandwiched” 
in between a soft, tender potato bun. For a sumptuous side 
dish, each burger is accompanied by house-made chips, unless 
fries, onion rings or other sides are requested. 
 “Our three most popular burgers are the Shake’n Classic, 
the Smokehouse Bacon Cheeseburger and the Shake’n ‘O’ 
(Olive) Burger,” said Heck, who heads day-to-day operations. 
 Uncle Ray’s hand-spun soft serve ice cream is “the cherry 
on top of the sundae” after a delicious burger meal, or as a 
treat on its own. “You can enjoy Uncle Ray’s most popular 
ice cream treats — from shakes to sundaes, turbo blasts and 
frozen chills right at this convenient Silver Parkway location,” 

said Durant, owner of the original Uncle Ray’s Dairyland on 
North LeRoy. “We do everything at What’s Shake’n the ‘Uncle 
Ray Way,’ creating an experience of fun, beyond the food.”
 A drive-through is also available, with burgers and treats 
hand delivered to your car. 
 What’s Shake’n is located at 15155 Silver Parkway in 
Fenton, telephone (810) 354-8350.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | SALLY RUMMEL

What’s Shake’n partners Dave Durant (left) and Jerry Heck 
each take a huge bite from a 1/3-pound burger, while 
employee Mackenzie Winter shows off a real Uncle Ray’s 
strawberry shake topped with whipped cream and a cherry. 

inBusiness

to have your insert/flyer viewable online, 
call Gail Grove at 810-433-6822.

•  Alpine Marketplace
•  CVS Pharmacy
•  Holly Foods
•  Kmart
•  Lake Fenton Schools
•  Medawar Jewelers
•  Rite Aid
•  Sears Hometown Stores
•  Target
•  Tractor Supply Co.
•  VG’s
•  Walgreens
•  Walmart
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TRIVIA
BASEBALL

Q

A

Who has been 
MLB’s youngest 
manager to start 
a season since 
1900? 

The Cleveland 
Indians hired Lou 
Boudreau as their 
manager on Nov. 
25, 1941. He was 
24.

DAVID’S DABBLINGS

  Last weekend was a good 
one for me in terms of col-
lege football. About a week 
ago, I made a quick com-
ment about how the South-
eastern Conference (SEC) 
was overrated. Conventional 
wisdom has also suggested 
the Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence (ACC) is an inferior foot-
ball leauge, meaning Florida 
State isn’t a worthy No. 1 
because of the poor opposi-
tion they face in the ACC. 
  Look at what happpened 
Thanksgiving weekend 
though. The ACC and SEC 
faced off in four games dur-
ing that period. Guess who 
won all four games? The 
ACC teams did.  
  Now I’m not a Florida State 
fan at all. In fact, I typically 
root against them. However, 
arguing they don’t deserve to 
be No. 1 because they are in 
the ACC makes little sense. 
And while I’m at it, neither 
does penalizing an undefeat-
ed team for ‘barely winning’ 
games. There is no way the 
Seminoles should be No. 4 
in the most recent college 
playoff poll. The Seminoles, 
and the ACC, proved they 
are a legit conference, and 
certainly on par with the over-
rated SEC.

uThird quarter leads 
Holly to 25th straight 
regular-season win
By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  Hartland — The Holly var-
sity  girls  basketball  team  led 
14-12 on the road at Hartland 

High School  in  its first game 
of the 2013-14 regular season.
  But  the  start of  the  second 
half  didn’t  go  all  too  well. 
The  Bronchos  saw  each  of 
their  first  five  possessions  of 
the  quarter  end  in  turnovers, 
while  Hartland  surged  to  an 
18-14  lead  after  Hartland’s 

Lexey  Tobel  converted  two 
free  throws  right  after  Holly 
had called a time out.
  Whatever was said by Hol-
ly  coach  David  Hall  during 
the  time  out  worked.  After 
those converted Hartland free 
throws,  the Bronchos,  led by

See BRONCHOS on 20A

XC teams 
dominate 
our Top 10
uThree Linden squads 
among our final four
By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com
  Here’s a question we ask here 
a lot — exactly what sport is the 
tri-county area a hotbed for?
  There  are  areas  that  seem  to 
produce  strong  football  teams, 
basketball  squads,  or  baseball 
and softball programs. Prep fans 
love  to  debate  stuff  like  this. 
So what is that sport in our tiny 
area?
  Anyone  who  has  followed 
these columns over  the  last five 
years should be able to figure out 

See TOP 10 on 20A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES
SETH NORMINGTON

The  Linden  girls  cross  country 
team captured a regional title and 
the No. 3 spot on our Tri-County 
Fall Top 10 Poll.

Bronchos still winning

Griffins humbled by Davison
uSquad shows 
improvement but 
loses 8-0 to Cardinals
By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com
  Hartland — It’s called the 
ever popular “eye test.”
  For most of the first peri-
od, the Metro League Grif-
fins (a co-op varsity hockey 
squad of players from Fen-

ton  and  Linden  schools) 
passed that eye test against 
the  Davison  Cardinals  at 
Hartland  Sports Center  on 
Wednesday night.
  In fact, for about the first 
seven minutes, the Griffins 
looked  dominant,  taking 
five of  the game’s  first  six 
shots and keeping the puck 
in  Davison’s  defensive 
zone most of that time.

  However, games are not 
won through the “eye test.”
  Despite  playing well  for 
the  first  16  minutes  of  the 
first period, the Griffins had 
two moments in the first 17 
minutes where they allowed 
two  goals  within  seconds 
of  each  other,  resulting  in 
a  4-0  first-period  deficit. 
After  that  first  period,  the

See GRIFFINS on 19A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | SCOTT SCHUPBACH

Metro  League  Griffin  (left) Connor Phillips 
(left) battles for the puck. 

FLEXING LIONS
Kickoff time has changed 
for Lions’ Dec. 14 game 

against the Vikings. 
See Page 18A

INSIDE SPORTSSportsSUNDAY,  
DECEMBER 7, 2014

PAGE 17A

Did You Know?  The last time the Detroit Lions hosted a playoff game was on Jan. 8, 1994 (vs. Green Bay).

TRI-COUNTY TIMESI MARK BOLEN

Holly’s Paige Reid (center) scored six points in the Bronchos’ 37-32 victory against Hartland. 
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Don’t put your life 
on our line.
This winter, prevent a senseless tragedy by steering clear of train tracks. 

Not only is riding a snowmobile on a railroad’s right of way illegal, but 

you may also be too focused on having a good time to hear a train coming.
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Have tickets for the Vikings-Lions game?
uNFL’s flex scheduling has 
moved game to 4:25 p.m.
By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  For those Detroit Lions’ fans who 
are holding a ticket to Detroit’s home 
game against  the Minnesota Vikings 
on  Dec.  14,  you  may  want  to  dis-
regard  the 1 p.m. kickoff  time your 
ticket states.
  That’s  because  the  game  has  be-
come a victim of  the National Foot-
ball  League’s  flex  scheduling  pro-
gram.  The  game’s  kickoff  at  Ford 
Field is now scheduled for 4:25 p.m. 
instead.
  Flex scheduling begins each Sun-
day during the fifth week of the NFL 
season and continues  through  the fi-
nal regular season week. The goal of 
flex scheduling, or changing the time 
of  a  Sunday  contest  to  a  different 
time on that same date, is done for a 
variety of reasons. The primary goal 
is to get some of the the most desired 
contests on Sundays  scheduled with 
the  largest  prime  time  audience.  In 
most cases that woud involve moving 
to NBC’s Sunday Night contest.
  However, with  the Vikings  at Li-
ons’  game  this wasn’t  the  reason  it 
was moved. First off,  the game was 
moved  from 1 p.m. until 4:15 p.m., 
the  same  time  that FOX Sports  has 
the  San  Francisco  49ers  at  Seatle 

Flex 
Scheduling 101

 
  Here’s a few tips and rules about 
the NFL’s policy of flex scheduling. 
  1) The NFL is allowed to move 
Sunday afternoon games to either 
create a desireable matchup on 
Sunday night, or to balance the 
games covered by FOX and CBS 
on any given Sunday afternoon. 
  2) The NFL will make their deci-
sions 12 days in advance (six days 
in advance for Week #17) on what 
game(s) will be flexed. 
  3) There’s a good chance the Li-
ons last game of the season against 
Green Bay (1 p.m. kickoff ) will be 
flexed to the Sunday night game, 
moving the kickoff to 8:15 p.m.

Seahawks game slated. Chances are, 
most of the nation will get that game 
during FOX’s Sunday 1 p.m./4 p.m. 
doubleheader of NFL games.
  Contests  are  also  flexed  between 
CBS and FOX in order to assure both 
teams get a proper balance of games 
to broadcast each Sunday afternoon. 
Initially, CBS had eight games sched-
uled on the AFC package of contests, 
while  FOX  had  just  five with NFL 
teams.  To  balance  the  schedules, 
FOX was given the Cincinati Bengals 
at Cleveland Browns game to change 

the  differential  to  7-6. The Bengals 
and  Browns  are  scheduled  for  1 
p.m.,  so  the Lions’ home game was 
moved to 4:15 p.m. With the Bengals 
and Browns in the thick of the AFC 
playoff  race,  and  with  Cleveland’s 
high-profile rookie quarterback John-
ny  Manziel  pushing  current  starter 
Brian Hoyer for the starting position, 
chances are FOX’s national game at 1 
p.m. will be the Bengals and Browns. 
It made  sense  to move  the Vikings 
and  Lions  to  4:15  p.m.  to  enhance 
the viewership of  the 1 p.m. contest 
while giving FOX a second game for 
the 4:15 p.m. slot.
  There  has  been  talk  about  flexing 
other Lions’ games. It was thought the 
Lions’  Week  #12  matchup  with  the 
New England Patriots would be flexed 
to  the Sunday Night game.  It wasn’t. 
And don’t be shocked if the Lions’ trip 
to Green Bay on Dec. 28 is eventually 
flexed to the Sunday night (8:25 p.m.) 
contest since there’s a good chance the 
game  could  determine  the winner  of 
the NFC Central Division. Currently, 
the game is scheduled for 1 p.m.
  During  most  NFL  weeks,  games 
which have their game times changed 
will  be  done  12  days  in  advance. 
However, during Week #17 (the final 
week of  the regular season) changes 
can be made with as little as six days 
notice. So the decision on that game 
won’t be made until Dec. 22.

By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  Lake Fenton’s first-year varsity girls 
basketball  coach  Brian  VanBuren  said 
he  thought  he may  see  great  improve-
ment  from  the first game  to his  team’s 
second contest of the season.
  He was right. The Blue Devils played 
a complete 32 minutes against Atherton, 
earning  a  62-28  victory  on  Thursday 
night.
  “We  played  well.  We  rebounded, 
shared  the  ball  and  were  in  the  right 
spots  defensively.  We  seemed  to  be  a 
step slow on Monday and maybe it was 
the  development  from Monday  to  this 
game. A lot of time from the first game 
to  the  second  game  you  see  great  im-
provement.”
  Sophomore Sierra Arroyo helped set 
the tone for the Blue Devils, beginning 
the  game with  two  three-pointers. She 

ended up finishing with five three and a 
team-high 19 points. 
  Lake Fenton  (1-1) won every quarter, 
taking an 11-8  lead after one period and 
a 27-16 lead into halftime. Perhaps one of 
the most satisifying portions of the game 
was when the Blue Devils’ bench, sparked 
by  freshman  Cameron  Williams,  came 
out for about the final five minutes of the 
game  and  helped  spark  a  24-2  fourth-
quarter Blue Devils’ edge in scoring.
  “Cameron  came  in,  got  some  great 
shots  right  away  and  settled  them 
down,” VanBuren said. “As soon as she 
got on the floor, she asked me what play 
I wanted  to  call  and  I  told  her  to  run 
what  she wanted  and  to not  let  it  turn 
ugly. First time down the court she hit a 
three, the second time she hit a three ... 
and she had eight points in a matter of a 
minute. The bench was just a continua-
tion of  the game. They moved  the ball 

around well and made great shots.”
  Autumn  Beardsley  had  10  points, 
nine  rebounds,  three  blocks  and  three 
steals while Williams finished with eight 
points.  Kaitlyn  Begley  led  the  squad 
with  three  assists  and  also  had  three 
steals. 
  Lake  Fenton  travels  to  Holly  for  a 
tough road game on Tuesday.

Howell 46, Fenton 33
  The Tigers were outscored 11-2 in the 
opening quarter, eventually resulting in 
a 46-33 road loss to the Highlanders.
  The Tigers actually struggled during 
the first half,  trailing 29-14 at  the half. 
However, Fenton played a stronger final 
16 minutes and won the second half by 
a 19-17 margin.

See DEVILS on 19A

Blue Devils’ offense looks strong vs. Atherton, 62-28

If you have tickets to the Lions’ game against the 
Minnesota Vikings on Dec. 14, you will want to take 
note kickoff has been switched to 4:25 p.m. from 
1 p.m. because of the NFL’s flex schedule policy.
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Lake  Fenton’s Sierra Arroyo  scored  a 
team-high 19 points in the Blue Devils’ 
62-28 victory vs. Atherton on Thursday. 

Online tickets and showtimes

SHOWTIMES: 810-695-5000
1 Mile N. of I-75 on Holly Rd. in Grand Blanc

NCG TRILLIUM CINEMAS
www.NCGmovies.com

$5.00 TICKETS EVERYDAY
Rate valid for most movies. All Day TUES• Mon, 
Wed and Thurs before 6 • Fri-Sun before noon. 

$5.00 rate not valid on Real D 3D, IMAX or 12:05 shows. 
Real D 3D films additional $2.00.

CONTINUING

SHOWTIMES VALID 
FRI 12/5/14 - THUR 12/11/14

*Due to movie company policies no passes are accepted.
@ No $5 rate available. • # No $5 TUES evening rate.

*THEORY OF EVERYTHING (PG13)
*HORRIBLE BOSSES 2 (R)

*@3D PENGUINS OF MADAGASCAR: 
REALD 3D (PG)

*2D PENGUINS OF 
MADAGASCAR (PG)

THE HUNGER GAMES: 
MOCKINGJAY PART 1 (PG13)

SAVING CHRISTMAS (PG)
DUMB AND DUMBER TO (PG13)

BEYOND THE LIGHTS (PG13)
*@INTERSTELLAR: AN IMAX 

EXPERIENCE (PG13)
INTERSTELLAR (PG13)

*@3D BIG HERO 6: REALD 3D (PG)
2D BIG HERO 6 (PG)
ST. VINCENT (PG13)

GONE GIRL (R)

*2D EXODUS: GODS AND KINGS 
(PG13)  THUR 11:10

*@3D EXODUS: GODS AND KINGS: 
REALD 3D (PG13)

THUR NIGHT/FRI MORNING  8:00 12:05

STARTING THUR DEC 11

STARTING FRI DEC 5
*THE PYRAMID (R)

FRI- SAT 10:00 11:45  2:05 4:30 7:00  
9:30 11:40

SUN- WED 10:00 11:45 2:05 4:30 
7:00 9:30

THURSDAY 10:00 11:45 2:05 4:30
7:00 9:30 11:40

DIGITAL HEARING AID

Professional Hearing Clinic, Inc.
Service with a smile

1235 S. Center Rd., Suite 7, Burton 
810-744-9000

MONTH OF DECEMBER

www.professionalhearingclinic.com

100% Paid by your insurance company for all UAW retirees.

Lindy Chaffins
MACCC-A Certified Audiologist

FREE
Batteries $1.00/PK 

Offer expires 12/22/14
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By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  There  were  a  lot  of  strikes  going 
against  the Linden varsity girls basket-
ball team as the squad faced Brighton, a 
school over over 2,000 students.
  The Eagles were given another strike 
after  opening  the  game  by  being  out-
scored 13-0 in the opening quarter.
  However, the Eagles were able to play 
better after  that first quarter and  remain 
competitive  with  the  Bulldogs  most  of 
the rest of the game before falling 63-38 
in the road contest on Wednesday.
  Linden’s offense was much better  the 
rest of the game, scoring double-digits in 
each of the final three periods, includ-
ing outscoring Brighton 16-15 in the 
second quarter.
  “The  first  quarter  killed 
us,” Linden coach Ben Var-
ner said. “It wasn’t like we 
didn’t  get  shots. We were 
0-for-16 from  the field and 
they were good shots. Most 
were  inside  the  paint.  We 
had some layups. We had some 
open jumpers but no threes. They 
blocked  a  few  shots.  They  are 
extremely big and very good, but 
we were getting good shots and 
just  couldn’t  score.  ...  Once 
we  finally  made  our  first 
basket, we kind of got it go-
ing from there.”
  The  Eagles  cut  the 
deficit  to  10  at  one 
time,  but  usually 
trailed by about 16. 
Brighton  blew  the 
game open in the fi-
nal minutes.

GRIFFINS
Continued from Page 17A
Cardinals dominated based on the “eye 
test” and on the scoreboard resulting in 
an 8-0 loss for the Griffins.
  “We  started  out  well.  Our  power 
play was  pretty  strong,”  Griffins  for-
ward and captain Connor Phillips said. 
“We  had  some  decent  opportunities. 
We  have  to  pick  up  defensively    — 
watch their wingers in front of the net. 
They had us beat in front of the net. We 
just have to work harder in practice.
  “We have a  lot of potential. That’s 
the big thing. We just have to come to-
gether as a team.”
  “It came down to conditioning,” the 
Griffins’ first-year coach Will Dawson 
said. “I think our team got a little tired 
and relaxed a  little. That’s all  it  takes 
for two quick goals.
  “(At the start of the first period) we 
did a great job of forechecking, we had 
a  lot of pressure and got a few shots. 
We were  beating  them  in  shots  until 
our first penalty.”
  The Cardinals  really  didn’t  dominate 
any  aspect  of  the  game  until  their  first 
goal with 9:40 left in the opening period. 
It was  followed by another goal  just 11 
seconds  later. And  despite  the Griffins’ 
domination of the first seven minutes of 
the contest, they were trailing 2-0.
  It didn’t seem to hurt the Metro League 
squad for the rest of the period. The Grif-
fins continued to play solid hockey for the 
rest of the period — at least until the final 

minute. That’s when Davison scored two 
more goals during  the final 60 seconds. 
One came with 54 seconds  left, and  the 
other  with  just  four  seconds  left.  Sud-
denly, what seemed to be a pretty strong 
period of play for the Griffins became a 
4-0 deficit at the first intermission.
  In  the  second  period Davison was 
clearly  the  stronger  squad,  this  time 
outscoring  the  Griffins  3-0  in  the 
17-minute  session.  The  Griffins  en-
tered  the  third  period  down  7-0  and 
one goal away from being mercied.
  The  Griffins  had  one  good  chance 
to score in the third period on a break-
away  by  Phillips,  but  the  shot  was 
saved. The Cardinals ended  the game 
with 12:48 left in the third period.
  “We  just  have  to  keep  on  going,” 
Dawson  said.  “We  have  to  learn  how 
to  play  through  adversity  even  though 
we are down. I think (the two late first-
period) goals got us down a bit on our 
confidence.”
  It appears the Griffins could be a bet-
ter  product  than  in  recent  seasons. The 
numbers are clearly higher. The bench in-
cluded 16 players. In past years numbers 
were sometimes more around 10 than 16.
  “It’s pretty nice having a decent-sized 
bench,” Phillips said. “In the past we’ve 
had rough numbers. This year we have a 
lot more kids. We have a lot more fresh-
men and sophomores who will eventual-
ly get there and help us out. That’s nice.”
  The  Griffins  (1-3)  return  to  action 
Wednesday against the Alliance at the 
Polar Palace at 7:15 p.m.

TRI-COUNTY TIMESI SCOTT SCHUPBACH

Metro League Griffin player Brendan Buerkel (center) is taken to the ice while trying 
to score a goal in the Griffins’ 8-0 loss to the Davison Cardinals on Wednesday.

Slow start costs Eagles 
versus Brighton, 63-38

  Taylor  Smith  continued  her  strong 
start to the season, scoring a game-high 
23 points. Smth, a Linden junior, scored 
20 points in the Eagles’ 65-31 victory at 
Lake  Fenton.  She  also  had  four  steals 
against Brighton.
  “She’s doing a really good  job for us, 
through two games anyway,” Varner said. 
“It’s going to get tougher because people 
are going to be scouting her, but so far she’s 
handled it very well. She’s doing a good 
job not just having the ball but off the ball, 
getting off screeens and getting the ball to 
her. She is going to have to be patient and 
mentally  tough knowing what’s going  to 

be coming (when teams defend 
her in the future). So far she’s 
handling it well.”
  Sterling  DeGayner 
scored  seven  points  and 

had  four  steals,  while 
Megan Kenney had 
six  points  and  six 
rebounds.  Brigh-
ton’s post player 
Cori  Croker 
led  the  Bull-
dogs with 21 
points.

  “We  are 
getting  better  and 

we got better against 
Brighton,”  Varner 
said. 

  “Some parents came 
up  to  me  and  told  me 

we  played  better  against 
Brighton  than  we  did  in 

our  win  against  Lake  Fenton 
on Monday.  I  kind  of  agree with 

them. We didn’t score as much, but 
we battled back and played hard against 

a good team. We will bat-
tle  and  are going  to play 
hard  every  night.  If  we 
continue  to  do  that,  we 
can do some things.”

uLinden’s Smith 
scores at least 20 for 
second straight game

Linden’s 
Taylor Smith

Photo by Mark Bolen

DEVILS
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  “We started a little slow but picked up 
our intensity as the game went on,” Fenton 
coach Becki Moore said. “However, it was 
the first varsity game for a lot of kids and 
they never gave up. They kept  righting 
throughout the whole game.”
  Seven Tigers scored at least two points, 
led by Emma Evo’s eight points. Evo also 

had five rebounds. Emma Brant followed 
Evo with  seven points  and  three  steals, 
while Katie Conroy scored six points, all 
coming from behind the three-point arc. 
Madison Shegos netted five points, while 
Maddie Carr paced the Tigers with three 
assists. Howell’s Erin Habala led all scorers 
with 16 points.
  Fenton  returned  to  action  on  Friday 
against  Hartland.  They  play  Holly  this 
Friday at home at 6 p.m.

Keeping Smiles 
Healthy & Bright!

Dr. Jeremy M. Grove DDS
501 S. Bridge Street, Linden • 810-735-7511

www.dentist inlinden.com

You have a local Brown & Brown Advisor, 
and that makes all the difference.

Call us at:
810-629-1566 or 
800-467-6645

We represent some of the finest insurance companies 
in Michigan. Check us out at:

We are pleased to provide important  
information on Life Insurance. Call us for:

The right agent, the right coverage, the right price.

Rates and
policy details

bbmich.com
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TOP 10
Continued from Page 17A
the answer pretty easily — it’s 
cross  country.  Cross  country 
runners  have  dominated  the 
tri-county  sports  scene  for  a 
long time now. And that didn’t 
change this fall. 
  Last  week  we  revealed 
squads  10  through  six.  Here’s 
our top five.
  No.  5  - Holly boys  tennis: 
The addition of Flushing  to  the 
Metro League was  supposed  to 
add  some  stronger  competition 
for Holly. The Raiders did  that, 
but  the  Bronchos  performed 
against  that  tougher  competi-
tion with  flying  colors,  defend-
ing  their  Metro  championship. 
Holly also won a regional crown 
and made another trip to the D2 
state meet. However, once there, 
the Bronchos finished in a tie for 
14th, scoring just two points. So, 
once again the performance per-
petuated that while the Bronchos 
are the elite team in this region, 
it’s  an  extremely  weak  region. 
So  it’s  really  hard  to  place  the 
Bronchos  any  higher  than  this 
despite their league and regional 
dominance.
  No.  4  - Linden boys  cross 
country:  Perhaps  the  tough-
est  team  to place  in  this  fall’s 
poll.  For  most  of  the  regular 
season, the traditionally strong 
and  respected  program  was 
completely off the radar, finish-
ing in third place in the Metro. 
The Eagles were a bit fortunate 
to get to the state meet as well, 
placing  third  just  four  points 
into a state meet spot.
  However,  once  at  the  state 
meet,  the  Eagles  proved  why 
Linden boys  cross  country  re-
mains one of the area’s top pro-
grams,  placing  seventh  at  the 
state meet. No fall program had 
a  better  state  tournament  per-
formance in any sport than the 
Eagles, and  that’s what people 
remember  the  most  10  years 
later.
  No.  3  - Linden  girls  cross 
country:  The  addition  of 
Flushing  to  the  Metro  put  an 
end  to  Linden’s  two-year  run 
atop the league, but the Eagles 
were  still  a very  strong No. 2 
squad.  The  girls  also  showed 
their  strength  during  the  re-

BRONCHOS
Continued from Page 17A
Kaitlyn  Smith  took  control. 
With Smith scoring 11 of  the 
points,  the  Bronchos  capped 
the  third  quarter with  a  16-2 
run,  resulting  in a 30-20  lead 
entering  the  fourth.  From 
there,  Holly  held  on  to  cap-
ture their 25th straight regular 
season victory, defeating Hart-
land 37-32 on Tuesday night.
  Holly hasn’t  lost a  regular 
season  contest  since  Feb.  5, 
2013 when the Bronchos lost 
a 48-26 verdict at Clio.
  “We  knew we were  going 
to be pushed and we wanted 
to  come  out  and  win  really 
bad,”  said  Smith.  “A  lot  of 
people  doubt  us  because we 
are  losing  a  couple  of  big 
girls from last year. We want 
to come out and win so bad, 
and want this year to be a re-
ally good year for us.”
  It  ended  up  being  a  pretty 
good  start  because  of Smith’s 
third quarter. After the two free 
throws by Hartland,  the Bron-
chos  settled  down  and  scored 
points  on  each  of  their  next 
three possessions. Smith start-
ed the run with a three-pointer, 
cutting Hartland’s  lead  to  18-
17. After a Hartland  turnover, 
Smith followed with a driving 
hoop, giving Holly a 19-18 lead. 
Hartland bounced back with a 
hoop by Graysen Cockerham, 
but  then Brooke  Jackman  fol-
lowed with a three-pointer, and 
Holly  bounced  ahead  22-20. 
The bucket  started  a  string of 
11 straight Bronchos’ points. A 
Paige Reid layup was followed 
by  consecutive  three-pointers 
by Smith, establishing Holly’s 
30-20 lead.
  “Early  in  that  quarter  we 
had to call time out. We came 
out  three  straight  times  and 
we  tried  to  go  one-on-one,” 
Holly coach David Hall said. 
“We called time out and said, 
‘We  need  each  other.  Let’s 
use each other to make the job 
a little bit easier.’ ... We got a 
couple of baskets and Kaitlyn 
hits that (three-point) play.”
  In  the  fourth, Hartland cut 
the  gap  to  as  close  as  34-31 

gional meet, capturing the title 
by a whopping 41 points. The 
Eagles  capped  the  season  by 
placing 10th (out of 28  teams) 
at the state meet. 
  No. 2 - Linden boys soccer: 
The battle for No. 1 was a chal-
lenging  one.  The  Linden  boys 
soccer team lost of a large chunk 
of  last  year’s  Metro  League 
championship  squad  which 
spent some of the season ranked 
No. 1  in Division 2. However, 
the Eagles also returned some of 
the best players from last year’s 
squad. So while many  thought 
they’d be good,  just how good 
remained a question.
  It turned out the Eagles were 
very  good,  and  maybe  better 
than they were a year ago. Lin-
den opened  the season 11-0-1. 
The Eagles defended their Met-
ro League championship, won 
a district  crown  and  advanced 
to the regional finals before los-
ing  to  Cranbrook  Kingswood 
3-1. Linden finished with a 20-
2-1 overall mark, and could’ve 

easily been ranked No. 1 in this 
poll.
  No.  1  -  Holly  boys  cross 
country:  The  Bronchos  were 
expected to have a big season, 
and they did. During the regular 
season, Holly won  its division 
of  the  Holly  Invitational  and 
the Kayla O’Mara Invitational. 
The Bronchos  also  dominated 
Metro  foes,  taking  first  in  all 
three  jamborees,  and  easily 
cruising to their second straight 
league  crown.  Of  course,  to 
win  that  title,  Holly  beat  two 
Division  2  ranked  schools 
(Clio  and Linden)  three  times 
as  well.  The  Bronchos  began 
the postseason with a  regional 
championship as well.  If  there 
was one downer to the season, 
it may have been finishing 11th 
out of 27 teams at the D1 state 
meet. Still, that’s the best Holly 
has  done  in  ages  at  the  state 
meet. And it was good enough 
to earn our honor as  the  fall’s 
top team.
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Holly’s varsity boys cross country team is our No. 1 team in our 
Tri-County Top 10 Fall Poll.  It was a  tough choice between  the 
Bronchos and Linden boys soccer at the top of our poll. 

with  1:11  remaining  on  two 
free  throws  by  Cockerham, 
but Smith helped ice the con-
test  by  netting  three-of-four 
free  throws  during  two  of 
Holly’s last three possessions 
of the contest.
  During  last  season’s  20-0 
regular  season,  the Bronchos 
opened with  a  44-39  victory 
at home against  the Hartland 
Eagles,  a  traditional  strong 
squad  from  the  Kensington 
Lakes Activities Association. 
This  year’s  victory  at  Hart-
land’s  home  could  symboli-
cally represent that the Bron-
chos  can  expect  another  fine 
regular season.
  “It  builds  our  confidence 
knowing  we  came  out  here 
with  a  win  and  knowing  we 
were able to come out of their 
gym  with  a  victory,”  Holly 
senior  Brooke  Jackman  said. 
“This  is  a  good  prediction  of 
what is going to happen the rest 
of the year, so I’m excited.”
  One area of concern was re-
bounding.  Holly  didn’t  have 
a  first-half  offensive  rebound, 
while  the Eagles had 11  in  the 
opening  16  minutes.  Smith 
had  four  steals,  four  rebounds 
and two assists to go with her 18 
points. Jackman had nine points 
and  a  team-high  eight  boards. 
Reid collected six points,  three 
rebounds and two assists. 
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Holly’s  Kaitlyn  Smith  (left) 
drives  to  the  basket  in  the 
Bronchos’  victory  against 
Hartland on Tuesday.

Patricia A. McGarry, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry

Preventative & Cosmetic Dentistry 
for the young, not so young, brave and not-so-brave! 

We’re your state-of-the-art, home town dental care experts!

200 Lindenwood Dr. • Linden, • www.drmcgarry.com • 810-735-9426
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 11am-7pm • Thurs. 8am-3pm • Occasional Sat. 8am-Noon

New patients 
only! 

Full mouth series of x-rays, dental 
cleaning & an oral cancer exam

Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/14.

• Preventative 
• Periodontal 
• Implants 
• Restorative 
• Prosthodontic 
• Orthodontics 
• Cosmetics
• Invisalign 
• Lumineers

$8500

We’re always accepting  

new patients
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•Renaissance 
  Festival performer
•Father
•Dual Irish/U.S. citizen

By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
	 Kevin	Tyler	with	the	stage	name	of	
Conor	Savage	performs	as	an	acoustic	
rock/folk	performer.	He	does	about	100	
shows	per	year,	and	also	performs	at	
virtual	venues	in	Second	Life,	where	
he	has	generated	a	following.	A	
retired	GM	electrician,	he	performs	
alone,	and	with	a	band.	He’s	sent	his	
music	all	over	the	world,	receiving	
applause	from	the	cultures	he’s	paid	
homage	to	with	his	music.
How do crowds react to you at the 
Renaissance Festival?
They love it. Most of the time, they 
really enjoy what we’re doing. That’s 
the best for me. That’s really why I 
do it.
Do you get feedback from people 
from Ireland?
Yes. I posted an old Scottish tune, 
on YouTube, in Gaelic. I got a lot of 
really nice comments from Scottish 
singers in Scotland. People in Scot-
land, Ireland and England have given 
me some really nice comments, and 
that means more to me than anything, 
because they don’t want to hear 
Americans doing Irish songs. They’re 
sick of it. They’re sick of Americans 
going over there and singing ‘Danny 
Boy,’ terribly, because we do!
How did you get started in music?
My mother (and I barely remember 
this) is from Ireland. She’s from 
Belfast, and she was asked to supply 
some entertainment for this party, and 
she decided I was gonna get up and 
sing it and I was 5 years old. She put 
me up on stage, and I had to sing this 
old Irish ‘Come all ye’ song. I was so 
scared I couldn’t see because my eyes 
were all teared up from fear. I blun-
dered through it and all I can remem-
ber was 200 women all saying, ‘Aww, 
isn’t he cute.’
 I started on the bagpipes at 9. Ev-
erybody in the family played some-
thing. The next thing I know, I’m 
taking bagpipe lessons. That’s really 
the only music lessons I’ve had. I’ve 
had those, since I was 10 years old, 
and I’m almost 60 now. 
Lots of people have Irish heritage, 
but aren’t into the culture. Why are 
you into the culture?
Because my mother was from Ireland. 
It was pretty much a big part of my 
life from when I was a child. I grew 
up with an Irish mom. I didn’t get 
interested in modern Ireland, until the 

last 20 years or so. Most 
of my interest was in the 
mythology and the ancient 
history of it. 
What do you like about 
modern Ireland?
I like their spirit. I think it’s be-
cause it still retains that spirit, people 
who go there say that they don’t want 
to leave, because it’s the most hospi-
table place on the planet, which is an 
ancient tradition. 
Why did you choose the name 
Conor Savage?
My mother’s maiden name was 
Savage. She is descended from Sir 
John Savage. My favorite character 
of Irish mythology is Conor Mac 
Nessa. When we started working for 
the Michigan Renaissance Festival, 
the entertainment director asked me 
‘what’s your stage name,’ and I said 
‘I don’t have a stage name,’ and he 
said ‘you gotta have a stage name,’ so 
I said ‘Conor Savage.’
What else is big in your life?
My daughter. She’s the only reason 
I’m alive. When my ex-wife left us in 
1992, I went into a severe depression 
and ended up getting into drugs and 
it almost killed me. My daughter was 
also going through a depression and 
was very sick and I thought I’d lost 
her a couple times. I basically raised 
her since she was 4, and my mother 
was a big help. I never thought I’d be 
a parent. Growing up, I was a hippie 
kid in the ‘70s and never saw myself 
having children. I always thought that 
was a scary thought. But the day she 
was born, I couldn’t imagine myself as 
anything else but her dad, and it’s been 
that way ever since.  If anyone ever 
asked me ‘what are you?’ I’d say, ‘I’m 
Jamie’s dad.’ 
When did things feel like they stabi-
lized for you?
After my mom and dad died in 1999, 
about 48 hours apart. About a year 
later, I almost OD’d and I had a dream 
about her. I woke up and I knew I was 
never gonna touch it again. It was bad. 
My mother basically came to me and 
saved me. I could sit here and ball, 
thinking about it. To lose both your par-
ents in the same weekend is very hard. 
What else should people know about 
you? 
I hope to move to Ireland. I’m a dual 
citizen with an Irish passport. I moved 

“My
daughter. 

She’s the only 
reason I’m 

alive.”
Kevin Tyler
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Kevin Tyler of Fenton Town-
ship performs as Conor 

Savage about 100 times 
per year, sometimes online at 

Second Life. He’s a proud father, 
and also a recovering drug addict.

 Meet
Kevin 
Tyler

to Fenton for the school system for my 
daughter. Moving to Fenton was also 
like a fresh start. The drugs really 
destroyed my finances and nearly 
destroyed me. I’m still recovering. 
I’ll probably be recovering the rest of 
my life.

Kids Cut
$800

With Coupon • Expires 12/31/14. Not valid with other offers

in fenton

18035 Silver Parkway, Fenton 
810-750-3794 • www.grondins.com

No appoiNtmENt NECEssary
HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-8pm • Sat 9am-5pm

At Grondins in Fenton

Only

Adult Cut
$1000Only

With Coupon • Expires 12/31/14. Not valid with other offers

All over 
bAse Color 

With 10 Foil Hilites Cut and style 

$75Starting at 

With Coupon • Expires 12/31/14. 
Not valid with other offers

Plum
burgundy

ombre

Christmas
Cuts & Color

at grondins hair center

Check our website 
and coupon ads for specials.

NEW LOCATION! Now located at 
605 N. SAgINAW

HOLLy, mI
next to carquest 

auto parts
(north of our 
old location)

E-mail questions to: 
askthemechanic@wilkinsonautorepair.com

248-634-5730
www.wilkinsonautorepair.com

Hours: Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm, Sat: 9am-3pm

Thomas, This definitely sounds like 
a vacuum leak to me and should 
be an easy find. Try pouring some 

water over the suspected area while the car 
is running. When you get to the leak you 
will notice that the sound changes and you 
should see it pulling the water in. Do not over 
do the water because if the vacuum leak is 
large enough it could pull in too much water 
and hydro-lock the engine! As far as the heat 
problem, this could be caused by the vacuum 
leak as well and fixing one may cure both.

A:

ASk THE
mECHANIC

Chris Wilkinson, 
Certified Mechanic

Q: i have a 1990 Grand prix 3.1(non-
turbo). When my engine is started 
i get this extra loud whistle from 

the engine. it seems to be around the EGr 
valve. i thought it was busted so i changed 
it. i put the new one on and still a whistle. 
i’m not sure if it is a bad vacuum leak 
or not, but it seems like that is the only 
thing that it could be since i’ve already 
changed the EGr valve.  Could the EGr 
hose have a leak or pVC? the noise is 
literally unbearable. i’ve also noticed that 
my heat barely comes out of the defrost. 
it’s a light breeze and when switched to 
vent nothing comes out. any suggestions 
or tips would help a lot!! thanks. - Thomas
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By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Holly — For an hour last Friday, it 
seemed as if the whole village descended 
on downtown Holly, to fill Saginaw Street 
to almost the light at Maple Street, as 
lazily falling snow filled 
the air.
 From the stage, Santa 
Claus raised his arms to 
the crowd of the more 
than 1,000 — the most 
Police Chief Michael 
Story had seen in one 
place in Holly since he 
started there in 2006.
 The lighted parade 
was simple and short, but 
the Holly High School 
Marching Band’s holiday 
cacophony seemed to 
blare in the clear message for Dickens 
Festival in Holly — the festival is being 
revived. Amid the activity, decked out 
in his stage costume, festival committee 
member George Kullis said, “This com-
mittee kicked butt this year. We’re putting 
on a festival.”
 It’s easy to forget, that in February 
this year, the fate of the festival was in 
the balance — a vote was made by the 

For what 
they’ve actually 
done, we put a 
festival on that 
is family friendly. 
They’re walking 
the whole town.
George Kullis
Holly Dickens Festival
Committee member

‘‘

’’
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Dan Couchman and son Kole, 3, of Holly, use the interactive activities the Detroit 
Institute of Art (DIA) mobile platform offers.
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The Holly High School Marching Band anchored the event, parting the crowd of 
1,000, as it marched its way down Saginaw Street. 
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Jeanette Giroux waits outside The Great Lakes Marketplace with Andrew, 9, and 
Autumn Williams, 7, as fellow visitors enjoy other downtown businesses. 

Dickens Festival roars back — draws national attention
committee to give the festival one more 
year, after the festival seemed to flounder 
in the last couple years.
 But the festival is back for three week-
ends this year, and so far, it’s a scream-
ing success. Kullis guesses 4,500 came 

through downtown Holly 
last weekend, and there is 
still two more weekends 
to go. 
 While sponsorship 
initially has fallen short 
of the $35,000 goal, 
last weekend’s kick off 
seemed to prompt new 
donors into giving, as 
some last-minute ad-
vertising was able to be 
bought. 
 On Tuesday, Kullis 
spoke via phone, while 

trailering back a new wooden farm cart 
to give hay rides around downtown.
 He was more excited about an email 
he received that morning — the BBC 
is commissioning a story about Holly’s 
festival, as the longest running Dickens-
themed event, running for more than one 
weekend. Lucinda Anne Dickens Hawk-
sley has been commissioned to write it. 
 That’s “Dickens” as in, the famous 

uBBc commissioning a story on holly’s famous festival

writer’s great-great granddaughter. “I 
just think that was huge, for the festival 
to get that notoriety,” said Kullis. He fig-
ures they found the festival through the 
official website.
 “We had a plan, we had more people, we 
had a layout,” Kullis said. The committee of 
approximately 40 worked all year building 
the stages, signage and props, and opened 
the festival up to include Battle Alley again, 
and make it more walkable. 
 This weekend, there is a live nativ-

ity, and more performers overall. The 
committee has been working all week 
in between, tweaking the festival based 
on the first weekend, and even building 
new signs. 
 So far, Kullis’ five-year plan for the 
festival is going well, but he has his sights 
set a little higher — featuring Holly’s sig-
nature festival in the Thanksgiving Day 
Parade in Detroit. Considering this early 
success, you might have to mark your 
calendars for 2018.
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The festival committee has received nu-
merous compliments on the new festival 
signage displayed downtown.

DiCkENs FEstiVal 
DEtails

DeCeMBeR TIMeS AnD DATeS:
saturday, Dec. 6 from 1-8 p.m.
sunday, Dec. 7 from 1- 5 p.m.

This weekend’s attractions include 
children’s readings at the Hadley House 

Museum, dance performances, St. 
Dominic’s Choir at the Holly Hotel, roaming 

street magic, living nativity, chili and 
confections tent and an art show. 

saturday, Dec. 13 from 1-8 p.m.
sunday, Dec. 14 from 1-5 p.m.

Attractions this weekend include the Run 
Like the Dickens race, all-day scavenger 
hunt, cupcake eating contest, a cappella 

duet, choir and dance performances. 
Go to hollydickensfestival.org

for more on scheduling
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The first weekend of the festival the Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA) mobile platform 
had 900 visitors. They will be at the festival again next weekend.  
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3000 Owen Rd. @ US-23 in Fenton 
Toll Free 1-855-388-0328

www.canever.com

SALES HOURS
Mon, Thurs: 8:30am - 8pm 
Tues, Wed & Fri: 8:30am - 6pm 
Saturday: 10am - 4pm  • Sunday: CLOSED

SERVICE HOURS
Monday: 7:00am - 8pm 
Tues - Fri: 7:00am - 6pm 
Saturday: 8am - 2pm  • Sunday: CLOSED

Leases are 24 month/10,000 per year lease unless otherwise noted in ad. GMS pricing, $2000 down plus normal up fronts of sales tax, license, title and doc fees.  Competitive lease, trade-in and USAA(Spark) rebates used in calculations.  See dealer for details.  

2014 CHEVROLET
MALIBU LTZ

Stk# 6118092

WAS
$34,135

DISCOUNT
$8,315 BLOW OUT PRICE!2014 

CHEVROLET
CRUZE
DIESEL  

Stk# 8203401T

BLOW OUT LEASE!

2012 Cadillac SRX Luxury............. 1131916A

$25,207

2012 Chevrolet Silverado ........... 1172379A

$26,100

2011 Chevrolet Traverse LT.... 6156603A

$15,900

2009 Pontiac G8....................................1253492B

$16,800

2010 GMC Acadia SL..................... 1392620A

$17,900

2013 Chevrolet Cruze 2LT................ 174066

$13,100

2010 Dodge Grand Caravan.... 1113955A

$12,900

2008 Chevrolet Impala SS..............2101313A

$6,800

2008 Chevrolet Avalanche.......1527014A

$19,800

2013 Chevrolet Malibu LTZ........ 174069

$15,199

DISCOUNT
$7,743

$28,717
BLOW OUT PRICE!WAS

$36,460

2014 CHEVROLET
CAMARO
Stk# 5315702

2014 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO

4x4 Crew Cab  Stk# 1222563T

WAS
$42,370

DISCOUNT
$12,551

$29,819 $25,820
BLOW OUT PRICE!

$165/MO.

Our Last  
Yellow Camaro 

Convertible!

Our Last  
2014 Malibu 

LTZ!Leather!
46 MPG!

2015  
CHEVROLET
EQUINOX 1LT

Stk# 1185787T

BLOW OUT LEASE! 2015 
CHEVROLET
TAHOE 4WD

Stk# 1217946T
$466/MO.

$157/MO.

BLOW OUT LEASE!

2014 CHEVROLET
SPARK

WAS
$14,305

DISCOUNT
$1,727

$12,578
BLOW OUT PRICE!

All-Wheel  
Drive!

39 Month
Lease!

with any test drive of  
a new or used vehicle.

Must present coupon for Free Car Wash. 
Expires 12-31-14.

FREE
CAR WASH

GIVING YOU THE BEST PRICES SINCE 1969!

SHOP

24/7 WWW.CANEVER.COM

HUGE HOLIDAY SAVINGS
FREE 50” 1080P LED HDTV

with the purchase/lease of any 2014 vehicle in stock.

WITH YOUR PERSONAL 
INTERNET SALES 
MANAGER,  
JAMIE SMITH 

BLOW OUT LEASE!!!

2015 Chevrolet Silverado Double Cab 4x4
Stock # 1152193

39 month lease
/MO.$184
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Winter classes start 
January 10.

Make the Smart Choice.  
Get a college degree close to home.

2100 W. Thompson Road, FenTon
810-762-5000 • www.mcc.edu

Get a college degree while staying close to home.
Register now and get your classes at the times you want.

MCC is the #1 college choice for graduates 
of every high school in Genesee County.

MCC has been ranked as one of the Top 
Ten community colleges in America.

MCC is still  -- by far -- the least expensive 
college in our area.

Five convenient locations

Time is running out!

www.mcc.edu

Visit Us on 
the Web!
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