
‘‘I bit the bullet and 
took my two grandsons 

and myself to 
the Fenton Vil-
lage Player’s 
opening night 
of Shrek the 
Musical. Best 

entertainment we’ve seen 
in a long time. Head for 
the theatre! You won’t 
regret it.”

‘‘No matter how 
paranoid or conspiracy-
minded you are, what the 
government is actually 
doing is far worse than 
you can imagine.”

‘‘The reason fire-
works are now legal in 

Michigan is 
the same an-
swer to nearly 
every issue in 
the country. 
Money. Sales 

generate sales tax – 
period.”

‘‘Nobody at Walden’s 
warned me about the 
nuclear horseradish. I 
thought I was going to die, 
but it was really good.”
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uBusinesses open by 
November, residents in  
by middle of January
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
  Fenton — The building’s imprint on 
the city is growing clear.
  Outside, the Cornerstone building ap-
pears complete in some areas, and “under 
construction” in others. Much of the brick 
on the south side is complete, and in many 
places the protective white tyvek sheeting 
can be seen and windows are framed in.
  This is also the first week the tenants 
can go in with their own contractors and 
begin  constructing  their  own  spaces, 
called “build-outs.” 
  The bottom floor  tenants are Sawyer 
Jewelers, Sagano Japanese Bistro, Café 
Aroma and Salon 416. 
  Stephanie  Evans,  owner  of  Café 
Aroma  plans  to  start  her  build-out  on 
Aug.  18.  “We’re  excited,  finally  we’re 
ready,”  she  said.  As  someone  familiar

See CORNERSTONE on 8

Cornerstone building almost ready for business, tenants

New Moon likely 
to return while 
options mulledBy Yvonne Stegall

ystegall@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  The  Linden  Mural  will  officially  be 
unveiled at 5:30 p.m. today, Wednesday, 
Aug.  6.  Although  many  people  have 
already seen the mural, especially those 
who  live  in  Linden,  there  is  still  some 
controversy over the art. 
  The best way to combat controversy is 
to talk to the source. 
  The mural was designed and painted by 
Linden High School art teacher Gemma 
Amendola, art students and community 
members.  Amendola  said  she  was  ap-
proached  by  Linden  schools’  superin-
tendent to meet with the city to include 
students in community art projects. 
  “We  met  and  decided  to  start  with 

See MURAL on 9
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Project Supervisor Rohn Smith finishes checking some measurements he took of the bricks on 
the east side of the Cornerstone building on Monday.
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Mural artist Gemma Amendola of Fenton is 
an art, graphic arts and 3D animation teacher 
at Linden High School.

uCouncil discusses 
possibility of in-house 
marketing individual
By Ryan Tackabury
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  Fenton — For the past four years, New Moon 
Visions has worked with Fenton’s Downtown 

Development  Au-
thority  (DDA)  to 
provide  marketing 
services. This year 
New Moon Visions 
(NMV)  decided 
not  to  renew  their 
yearly contract with 
the city, citing pres-
sure  from  outside 
sources.
  After  speaking 
with NMV, Mayor 
Sue  Osborn  re-
ported  to  the  city 

council on Monday that the advertising firm was 
willing to return for the year if it was what the 
city council and DDA would like.

See NEW MOON on 2

uUnveiling of controversial 
Linden mural is tonight

But we 
should look 
very hard 
moving 
forward, what 
should be the 
right thing to 
do?
Scott Grossmeyer
Fenton City councilman

‘‘

’’
Summary
uThe city will ask New Moon Visions to pro-
vide marketing services for another year while 
spending that time determining what its next 
step will be in regards to potentially hiring an 
in-house marketing individual. 

SEE PAGE 3

HERBS
Buy them now and  
freeze with ease  

for year ‘round use

uParent group advocates for 
half-day option, restoring funding
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
  This year, some parents of the Fenton 
Area  Public  Schools  (FAPS)  were  sur-
prised  when  they  went  to  register  their 
children  for  kindergarten.  For  the  first 
time ever, half-day kindergarten was not 
offered. In contrast, full-day kindergarten 

Funding, demand, kill half-day 
kindergarten at FAPS

was not offered four years ago, according 
to Superintendent Timothy Jalkanen. 
  This switch has prompted the formation

See KINDERGARTEN on 7

I can assure you, had the 
state not made this change 
about funding, we would not 
be talking about this.
Timothy Jalkanen, Superintendent, FAPS

‘‘
’’

SEE PAGE 10

Cowger’s diversity 
puts her on 

top of our Tri-County 
Softball Team

Artist behind mural explains what symbols represent

Complete  
election coverage  

will be in the  
Weekend Times.

ELECTION 
RESULTS
at tctimes.com
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In addition to great food tastes, family and 
friends can enjoy a Kids Zone, Music, Pie 
Eating Contest, Beer Stein Holding Contest 
and a Raffle to win a 2014 Chevrolet 
Camaro Convertible SS or a Silverado Truck 
(or $30,000 Option). Drawing will be held 
at 8:00 pm. Raffle tickets are $100 each and 
only 1,000 raffle tickets will be sold.
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You need NOT be present to win. Winner is responsible for any 
additional fees, taxes and license plates. If less than 800 tickets are 
sold, the drawing may revert to a 50/50 raffle with a minimum prize 
of $10,000 and a maximum prize of $30,000 to winning ticket.

Beale St. Smokehouse
Biggby Coffee
Canadian Steak,  

Fish & Sandwich Co
Crust
Culver’s of Fenton
Eat! Drink! Food Truck
Fenton Fire Hall 

Kitchen & Taproom
Fun with Frosting
Hungry Howie’s Pizza
Jet’s Pizza

Legend’s Sports Café 
Mancino’s of Fenton
Planks on the Lake 

Grill & Bar
Spring Meadows 

County Club
Steak & Hoagie Factory
Tami’s Sweet Treats
The Laundry
Tropical Smoothie Café 
VG’s Bakery & Deli

In addition to great food tastes, family and
friends can enjoy a Kids Zone, Music, Pie
Eating Contest, Beer Stein Holding Contest
and a Raffle to win a 2014 Chevrolet
Camaro Convertible SS or a Silverado Truck
(or $30,000 Option). Drawing will be held
at 8:00 pm. Raffle tickets are $100 each and
only 1,000 raffle tickets will be sold.
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$15 at the event

Grab a taste from these  area restaurants!

Advance tickets are available at the Chamber of-
fice, The State Bank (Fenton/Linden), VG’s Food 
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Brewery and other participating sponsors.
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FENTON VILLAGE PLAYERS PRESENTS

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
JULY 

31 AT 7:00PM
AUGUST

1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16 AT 7:00PM
3, 10, 17 AT 2:00PM

OUR BOX OFFICES:
THE UPS STORE

17195 SILVER PARKWAY
FENTON, MI 

810-750-2920
FENTON’S OPEN BOOK

105 W. SHIAWASSEE AVE
FENTON, MI 

810-629-8000
IMAGE PROJECTIONS
1470 TORREY ROAD

FENTON, MI
810-629-0700

ONLINE
FENTONVILLAGEPLAYERS.ORG

SHREK IS PRESENTED BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL
ALL AUTHORIZED PERFORMANCE MATERIALS ARE ALSO SUPPLIED BY MTI

421 WEST 54TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10019 PHONE: (212) 541-4684 • WWW.MTISHOWS.COM

FENTON VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE
14197 TORREY RD. FENTON • 810-750-7700

TICKETS
Adults (18-54) $16

Students (12-17) $13
Seniors (55+) $13

Children (under 12) $8

PG uGreat food, good music, 
ideal weather — perfect 
combination
By Terry Connell
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  Holly  —  Saturday  brought  perfect 
weather,  and  along  with  it  more  than 
500 attendees who enjoyed the 12th an-
nual “Sights, Sounds, and Tastes” event 
hosted  by  the  Holly  Area  Chamber  of 
Commerce.
  Holly residents Dave and Teresa Myus 
were  just  a  couple  of  the  many  repeat 
attendees who said the food in particular 
was even better than last year. Teresa said, 
“The  Shepherd’s  Pie  from  Blackthorn 
Pub is really good. I’m excited to go back 
for my next plate.”
  Rick Powers of Holly said, “It gets bet-
ter every year. The food is always great.”
  This year’s event featured dishes and 
beverages  from  nine  local  businesses, 
including  Avia  Family  Dining,  Bit-
tersweet Café, Blackthorn Pub, Diehl’s 
Orchard and Cider Mill, Fenton Winery 

Holly sights, sounds and  
tastes enjoyed by hundreds

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TERRY CONNELL

Holly Moose Lodge members serve fried chicken and homemade potato chips to 
two of the several hundred patrons who visited Sights, Sounds, and Tastes of Holly.  

and Brewery, Holly Foods, Holly Moose 
Lodge #1168, McDonald’s and Red Devil 
Restaurant.
  Linden’s  Judy  Weekes  won  a  grand 
prize  bundle,  which  included  a  kayak, 
mountain bike, and tent. “I come here ev-
ery year with my daughter,” said Weekes. 
“This  is  the first  time  I have ever won 
anything in my life and it’s awesome.” 
  Lester Blues Band took the stage early 
in the evening. They brought dancers im-
mediately to their feet, and kept everyone 
entertained into the night with their rock-
ing blues style.
  Volunteer  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Board President Nicole Arnold reported 
an increase in profit over 2013 of more 
than 16 percent, despite a drop  in con-
tributing sponsors.  
  Arnold  expressed  gratitude  toward 
volunteers from McKay’s Hardware, The 
State Bank, and Oakland County WWAM 
for assistance during set up and clean up, 
and  Holly  Area  Community  Coalition 
for selling tickets and wristbands at the 
entrances.

NEW MOON
Continued from Front Page
  The council came to the consensus that 
it would be best  to stay with NMV for 
the upcoming year, and spend that time 
deciding  how  to  approach  an  in-house 
marketing employee.
  The decision was made in part due to 
the looming deadline of the Streetscape 
project  that  will  see  downtown  Fenton 
receiving  a  major  facelift.  This  project 
is accompanied by a marketing project, 
one that NMV has already began working 
on. It was noted that half of the marketing 
work for the upcoming streetscape work 
by  NMV  had  already  been  completed 
and paid for, as it had been worked on in 
the past before the project was delayed 
for over a year.
  Services  provided  by  NMV  in  2014 
included  maintaining  the  Be  Closer 
website, developing an online magazine, 
maintaining the city Facebook and Twit-
ter pages, the monthly merchant newslet-
ter, coordinating and promoting the Silver 
Parkway  Rewards  program,  billboard 
negotiation and design, radio ad negotia-
tion and design, and merchant outreach. 
Additionally,  New  Moon  coordinated 
the ArtWalk event and provided market-
ing,  merchant  outreach,  negotiation  to 
purchase  and  production  of  media  for 

the event. The DDA budgeted $46,625 
for this work.
  It was agreed on by  the council  that 
over  the course of  the next year  it was 
time to evaluate the future of the city’s 
marketing needs. “I really think that our 
downtown now has started to change, if 
you will, in a good direction. It’s becom-
ing more active,” said City Manager Lynn 
Markland. “I think it’s time, at least next 
year for the city to go with the main street 
program and to have an in-house person.”
  Osborn  told  the  council  “It  is  very 
important to me that the DDA explicitly 
said they want to continue with it and I 
want to support them.”
  Councilman  David  McDermott  said 
that with time and money already invest-
ed in the Streetscape marketing project, 
the city did not have the luxury of making 
choices right now. 
  A  well-received  idea  was  suggested 
by Councilman Scott Grossmeyer, who 
suggested  looking at not  just hiring an 
in-house  marketing  individual  for  the 
DDA,  but  someone  who  could  market 
the entire city. 
  “This  particular  year  we  probably  do 
need that continuity and should stick with 
New  Moon  Visions,”  McDermott  said. 
“But we should look very hard moving for-
ward, what should be the right thing to do?”
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By Yvonne Stegall
ystegall@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792 
  With so many milk options available 
today it can be difficult to decide what to 
buy. Whole, skim, 1- and 2- percent are no 
longer the only choices. There is lactose-
free milk and RBST-free milk. There is 
organic milk, and there is the option to 
buy non-pasteurized (raw) milk, too.
  If you have not noticed, cow’s milk is 
not the only option anymore. Goat’s milk 
is  readily available on  the market. Not 
interested in milk from an animal? There 
are plenty of non-dairy options too, such 
as soy milk, rice milk, almond milk and 
even hemp milk. 
  While  milk  alternatives  can  easily 
be  found  at  the  local  grocery  stores,  it 
helps to speak to someone who focuses 

Dozens of choices, milk substitutes
cause confusion for shoppers

FAT AND CALORIES IN 
VARIOUS MILK TYPES, 
PER 16 OUNCES
• Whole — 7.93g fat, 146 calories
• 2 percent — 4.81g fat, 122 calories
• 1 percent — 3.14g fat, 108 calories
• Fat free — .44g fat, 86 calories
• Soy — 4.70g fat, 127 calories
• Goat — 10.10g fat 168 calories
• Plain almond — 2.5g fat, 30 calories

fatsecret.com

on healthy substitutes. Marjie Andrejciw, 
owner  of  Marjie’s  Gluten  Free  Pantry  of 
Fenton knows a little something about milk.
  “Milk, whether it comes from a cow or 
goat,  in  its  most  natural  state  from  grass

See MILK on 9

uBuy them now when they’re 
inexpensive, and freeze with 
ease for year ‘round use 
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  There’s nothing that perks up a meal 
more than the addition of fresh herbs 
like  basil,  parsley,  cilantro,  to  name 
just a few.
  But when you buy fresh herbs at a 
farmers market or grocery store,  the 
huge  bunch  you  take  home  can  be 
overwhelming, especially when your 
recipe  calls 
for a mere two 
tablespoons or 
quarter cup. 
  What   do 
you  do  with 
all the rest?
  If   you’re 
like  me,  you 
end up throw-
i n g   t h e m 
away,  even  if 
you’ve  followed careful  instructions 
to  “preserve”  the  herbs  for  several 
days in your refrigerator. 
  Basil  is especially  tricky, because 
it’s not supposed to be refrigerated, as 
enzymes will cause the leaves to turn 
black. I’ve tried keeping basil in a jar of 
water on the counter, watching it still 
wilt before my eyes. I’ve stored it in 
a zip lock bag surrounded with damp 
paper towels. After wasting so many 
bountiful fresh herbs, I finally gave up 
buying fresh and bought McCormick’s 
dried basil instead.
  That is, until my sister, Mary Travis, 
an  excellent  cook,  shared  her  fresh 
herbs  secret  with  me.  It’s  so  simple 
that it changed my cooking personality 
forever, and I hope it can help you, too.

See SAGE on 7

Sage advice 
for herbs . . .

Sally Rummel

LASCO
248-840-6059

www.JenniferLasco.com
sold@jenniferlasco.com

EXPERIENCED • KNOWLEDGEABLE • DEDICATED

LIST IT WITH
Jennifer Lasco

Real Estate Agent

SMART
SOLUTIONS

Press the index and middle fingers 
of both hands three finger-widths 
below each knee along the outside 
of your legs. Stimulating the acu-
pressure points, called the Sea of 
Nourishment, for 10 seconds stabi-
lizes stomach activity to quell.

Press here to 
delay hunger1

Stop summer 
sniffles with 
honey. Drizzle 
honey on 
food instead 
of sugar and 

keep sickness at bay. Its immu-
nity boosting antioxidants are as 
powerful as those in most fruits and 
vegetables. 

Summer sniffles2
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“I remember lying on 
the rug for naptime and 
walking home with 
friends.”

— Jane Somers
Fenton Township

“I remember some of 
my friends went to AM 
and I went to PM kin-
dergarten.”

— Mike Reaves
Swartz Creek

“I remember how huge ev-
erything seemed back then, 
until I turned 25 and taught 
in the same building.”

— Bob Redden
Argentine Township

“Having fun and play-
ing. No pressure.”

— Alison Rummel
Fenton

“I never went to kinder-
garten. I’m British, we 
started school early.”

— Bob Firth
Fenton

“Nap time.”

— Tom Derwin
Fenton

street talkWhat do you remember about kindergarten?

See HOT LINE throughout Times

Compiled by Yvonne Stegall, staff reporter

Hotlines
Submit at: tctimes.com, 
call 810-629-9221 or 
text to 810-771-8398

All  submissions,  if  approved  for 
publication, must be 50 words or 
less and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Tri-County Times. We 
reserve the right to edit for clarity, 
length and liability.

Cal Thomas

Nationally syndicated

columnist

FROM THE RIGHTFROM THE LEFT
Clarence Page

Nationally syndicated

columnist
Gov. Rick Perry’s bold 
border move
  Gov. Rick Perry of Texas plans to order 
1,000 National Guard troops to his state’s 
border with Mexico in an effort to stem 
the  tide  of  immigrants  illegally  enter-
ing  from  Central  America,  dispersing 
around  the  country  once  they’ve  made 
it into Texas.
  Critics will call it a stunt and accuse 
Perry of showboating, but at least he is 
taking  action,  while  President  Obama, 
who took an oath to defend the country 
from all enemies foreign and domestic, 
drinks beer, plays pool and attends fund-
raisers as our borders are overrun. 
  Polls  show  a  majority  of  Americans 
favor stopping illegal aliens from enter-
ing the country.
  Texas’  border  with  Mexico  is  1,200 
miles  long and 1,000 National Guards-
men won’t make a significant difference, 
but  as  supplements  to  the  U.S.  Border 
Patrol  they  could  slow  the  tide.  The 
Guardsmen, however, might be useful in 
sending a message to Central American 
countries that the odds of making it into 
Texas are being substantially raised and 
the  journey  is  not  worth  the  risk.  That 
message  would  counter  what  has  been 
promoted  in  Central  American  media: 
that if you can get to America, you can 
stay in America.
  Obama’s  critics  say  the  president  is 
‘importing’ future Democratic voters and 
creating another underclass that will be 
dependent on government and thus, the 
party of big government, the Democrats.
  Action, even if insufficient to solve the 
problem, beats doing nothing in the minds 
of many Americans disgusted with grid-
lock and a dysfunctional federal govern-
ment. Perry’s planned troop rollout will 
occur over the next 30 days. If it reduces 
the number of illegal immigrants flooding 
into  Texas,  Perry  could  embarrass  and 
serve as a contrast  to President Obama 
and congressional Democrats.
  At an Austin news conference, Perry 
said he expects Washington  to  foot  the 
bill for the cost of deploying the Texas 
National Guard. Good luck with that. He 
may have more success at the border than 
with Congress or President Obama, who 
dither and waffle and stall as the issue of 
illegal  immigration  jumps  to  the  top of 
American concerns.

To fight social chaos, build 
good neighbors
  There’s a hidden side to today’s poverty 
debate that traditional politicians on the left 
and right too often overlook or undervalue: 
the decline in neighborliness.
  My column-writing colleague Timothy 
Carney at The Washington Examiner linked 
a decline  in ‘neighborliness’  to  the recent 
wave  of  stories  about  parents  getting  ar-
rested for letting their children play alone.
  For example, a mother in North Augusta, 
South Carolina was thrown in jail earlier 
this  summer  for  leaving  her  9-year-old 
daughter at a neighborhood park while she 
went to work nearby.
  More  recently, a Port St. Lucie, Flori-
da  mom  was  similarly  charged  after  she 
allowed her 7-year-old son to walk a half-
mile to a park alone.
  Well-meaning people call the cops when 
they  see  a  child  without  parents,  writes 
Carney, but ‘neighborly adults look after 
other adults’ kids when the parents are un-
available.’ I’m not alone in detecting deeper 
social anxieties at work here.
  Edmund Burke, the 18th-century father 
of  modern  conservatism,  highlighted  the 
importance of churches, trade groups, civic 
associations and other  ‘little platoons’ of 
civil  society  for  providing  the  glue  that 
holds a society together.
  We see that glue coming apart in many 
of today’s social crises. For example, in the 
recent surge in gun violence in Chicago, po-
lice complain of a lack of cooperation from 
witnesses in high-crime neighborhoods.
  New-wave  methods  like  Community 
Policing help, largely because they aim to 
restore the neighborly rapport that the old-
school ‘cop on the beat’ had with residents.
  That’s why I am intrigued by the new ideas 
offered by some aspiring conservative Re-
publican presidential hopefuls. The detailed 
antipoverty plan offered by Rep. Paul Ryan 
of Wisconsin last week offers some highly 
debatable ideas. But at least he shows some 
appreciation for the little platoons.
  But on the plus side, the plan recognizes 
the importance of neighborliness. It would 
distribute  funds  through  nonprofits  and 
public  agencies  that  would  work  closely 
with recipients to help them organize their 
financial plans.
  Ideas like that won’t solve all of our social 
problems, but at least they would help build 
good neighbors.

THE ANSWER TO 
the “sarcasm” hotliner 
is simple. It is normal 
behavior in the world 
for a male and a female 
to hold hands and show 
affection. Anything else 
is unnatural. Does that 
answer the question 
you already knew the 
answer to?

  

SHAME ON THE 
FARR board members 
for closing the store! 
That really hurt a lot of 
families who needed 
it. Please reconsider 
opening it again. It was a vital commu-
nity resource and is greatly missed.

  

IT IS ALMOST like being afraid to turn 
your TV on. Just when you think the 
Obama administration can’t get any 
worse, it does.

  

I JUST WANT to say I am really proud 
to be from Fenton. See all the down-
town development. I am proud to be a 
Fentonite

  

NEW POLLS CAME out today from 
the AP and they are not good. Sixty 
percent of all people polled agree 
Obama is not able to handle foreign 
affairs. Sixty percent say he is not a 
capable leader. My heart aches for 
our country.

  

I AM ABSOLUTELY shocked by the 
Genesee County Road Commission — 
to dump crushed stone on five or six 
different roads in Fenton Township at 
the same time makes no sense, and to 
let us tap it down with our $30,000 to 
$50,000 vehicles. A better plan has to 
be in place. 

  

ONE OF THE biggest problems the 
U.S. faces is the influx of millions of 
illegal immigrants. Almost half of them 

are on welfare, costing 
our country $42 billion 
a year. Seven to eight 
million jobs have gone 
to illegals. Crime is 
rampant where illegal 
immigrants are. 

  

WOODS IS 12 to 15 
shots out and he devel-
ops a pain. He is a pain. 
Twenty-five shots out of 
the tournament and it 
happens again. Nobody 
has that much pain 
when they don’t work for 
a living.

  

I HAVE A brilliant idea. After Obama’s 
presidency is over, I suggest he run for 
mayor of Detroit. It’s impossible for him 
to mess it up worse than it is. 

  

THE PERSON THAT thinks the one in-
sulting the psychologist was a woman 
— you’re wrong. If you think that’s all I 
was saying, you missed my message. I 
realized someone who has an agenda 
and I called it out.

  

WHY IS IT so hard for people to stop 
for stop signs? And why is it hard for 
people to use their directional signal?

  

I DO NOT know who brokered the 
agreement between the golf channel 
and CBS, but somebody needs to have 
a little mental help. Whoever told Jim 
Nance he was a sports announcer, 
they ought to get rid of him.

  

TO THE FENTON DPW, for scheduling 
our neighborhood for road replace-
ment next year, could the people of the 
neighborhood at least get a vote on 
how it’s done and how it’s getting paid 
for? After 50 years, our taxes should 
have covered this. No one has been 
notified by the city. Lawsuit? 

The Freedom Center
2473 W. Shiawassee Ave.

Fenton, MI 48430

Where kids are FREE to learn and grow!
We offer Preschool, Daycare, and Latch Key programs. 
Enrolling ages 6 weeks through latch key.
A licensed childcare center!

-Phonics
-Math
-Science
-Art

-Hands-on 
activities
-Music and 
Movement

-Spanish
-Sign Language
-Computers
& much more

Our Program Includes:

810.714.2235 • freedomchilddevelopmentcenter.com

Register before 
August 25th 
and we will 

waive the $50 
registration fee!
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*Offer excludes pharmacy, alcohol, tobacco, lottery, stamps, sales tax, bottle deposit, gift cards, and other 
service counter items. Limit 1 offer per transaction with yes card. Fuel discounts are limited to a $75 

purchase. Limit 20 gallons. 

50|
PER GALLON ON GAS

SAVE3 DAYS ONLY
Thursday,  Aug. 7 through Saturday,  Aug. 9

For details visit shopvgs.com

When you spend $75* or more on groceries in one transaction

SAVE
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Mark McCabe

judgeAsk the
67th District Court

Patricia A. McGarry, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry

Preventative & Cosmetic Dentistry 
for the young, not so young, brave and not-so-brave! 

We’re your state-of-the-art, home town dental care experts!

200 Lindenwood Dr. • Linden, • www.drmcgarry.com • 810-735-9426
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 11am-7pm • Thurs. 8am-3pm • Occasional Sat. 8am-Noon

New patients 
only! 

Full mouth series of x-rays, dental 
cleaning & an oral cancer exam

Not valid with any other offers. Expires 8/31/14.

• Preventative 
• Periodontal 
• Implants 
• Restorative 
• Prosthodontic 
• Orthodontics 
• Cosmetics
• Invisalign 
• Lumineers

$8500

We’re always accepting  

new patients

Open 7 Days a Week
Mon. - Fri. 7am-7pm • Sat. & Sun. 9am-5pm

810-629-5200

380 S. Fenway Dr., Fenton
www.miscapesupply.com

DELIVERY 

AVAILABLE!

Outdoor Project Season
• Mulch • Soil 
• Stone • Fertilizer
• Unilock Pavers
• Irrigation Supplies
• Sand • And More!

Call Teresa at 616-560-1893 or

MICHIGAN

LEGISLATORS’ KEY VOTES 
OF THE 2013/2014 SESSION

MichiganVotes.org is a free, non-partisan 
website created by the Mackinac Center 

for Public Policy to provide concise, non-
partisan, plain-English descriptions of 

every bill and vote in the Michigan House 
and Senate. While the Legislature is on 
a summer break, this Roll Call Report 

released on Friday, Aug. 1 is reviewing key 
votes of the 2013-2014 session. 

House Concurrent Resolution 11: 
Authorize “Common Core” school 
curriculum standards
To authorize the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education to spend money to 
implement “Common Core” curricu-
lum promoted by an entity associated 
with the National Governors Associa-
tion, subject to various restrictions and 
conditions. The Senate adopted the 
measure with an unrecorded voice 
vote.
Passed 85 to 21 in the House 
State Rep. Joe Graves (R-Argentine Township) 

 YES  NO

House Bill 4787: Increase CON 
health facility rationing fees
To increase the fees imposed under 
a state “Certificate of Need” rationing 
regime, which mandates that health 
care providers must get government 
permission to open or expand a facil-
ity, or add certain capital-intensive 
equipment (like MRIs). The fee hikes 
for different types of permission 
requests submitted to a board com-
prised primarily of incumbent provid-
ers range from $500 to $12,000.
Passed 82 to 26 in the House
State Rep. Joe Graves (R-Argentine Township) 

 YES  NO
Passed 23 to 14 in the Senate 
State Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Genesee County) 

 YES  NO
State Sen. Dave Robertson (R-Genesee County)

 YES  NO

House Bill 4242: Raise burden of 
proof to justify new government 
regulations
To require government agencies to 
demonstrate that a rule they want to 
impose is “necessary and suitable to 
achieve its purpose in proportion to 
the burdens it places on individuals.” 
Passed 108 to 0 in the House 
State Rep. Joe Graves (R-Argentine Township)

 YES  NO
Passed 26 to 11 in the Senate 
State Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Genesee County)

 YES  NO
State Sen. Dave Robertson (R-Genesee County) 

 YES  NO

House Bill 4952: Halt unemploy-
ment benefits for failed drug test
To make a person ineligible to collect 
unemployment benefits if a prospec-
tive employer requires a drug test 
as a condition of a job offer and the 
individual either refuses to take the 
test or fails it. 
Passed 82 to 24 in the House
State Rep. Joe Graves (R-Argentine Township)

 YES  NO
Passed 28 to 10 in the Senate 
State Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Genesee County)

 YES  NO
State Sen. Dave Robertson (R-Genesee County) 

 YES  NO

HOT LINE CONTINUED

WE ARE LUCKY enough to have trails 
to walk. Be respectful and don’t block 
the trails. I would like to continue to be 
able to walk. Thank you.



THANK YOU SO very much to the lady 
at the McDonald’s drive-thru in Holly on 
Friday. You were kind enough to pay for 
my order. Please understand how that 
touched my heart and I will return the 
kindness. God Bless.



YOU ARE LUCKY that the Fenton Vil-
lage Players are going to be presenting 
Shrek for two more weekends. It was 
funny and made for grownups. Awe-
some cast, talented directors and right 

in our backyard! Don’t miss it!


OBAMA’S CAST FOR the ‘Destruction 
of America:’ The Legislator-in-Chief — 
Harry Reid, The Enforcer — Eric Holder, 
The Destructor — Jenna McCarthy, The 
Infiltrators — DHS.



THE ONLY REASON there is such an 
‘uproar’ about gays is because it isn’t 
legal. Legalize it and there won’t be an 
‘uproar’ anymore. 



WHEN CHRISTIANS STOP throwing 
their religion in people’s faces, I’ll start 
worrying about gay folks marching in 
small town holiday parades. I wonder 
what it feels like to be on the losing side 
of history. 

The truth, the law, and the 
resignation of President 
Richard M. Nixon
  One of the most distinguished statesmen 
in recorded history is Winston Churchill. 
Mr. Churchill was the prime minister of 
the United Kingdom during World War 
II and  is widely recognized as being an 
incredibly heroic and inspirational leader 
at a time of great need.
  He  was  also  a  gifted  speaker  and 
strongly believed in the truth — be it good 
or bad.  To emphasize this belief he once 
said, ‘the truth is incontrovertible, malice 
may attack it, ignorance may deride it, but 
in the end, there it is.’
  I bring Mr. Churchill’s philosophy  to 
your  attention  today  because  this  com-
ing Saturday marks the 40th anniversary 
of  the resignation of  this country’s 37th 
president, Richard M. Nixon.
  Numerous  books,  documentaries 
and  accounts  have  been  written  about 
President Nixon and more are on the way.  
Suffice it to say that his reputation wasn’t 
necessarily as a seeker of the truth or hav-
ing respect for the law.
  Indeed in the Nixon tapes he is heard 
saying ‘I don’t give a ___ about the law.’
  When he  resigned, whether Mr. Nixon 
appreciated it or not, the law in fact took over 
in the form of our United States Constitution.
  Specifically the Twenty Fifth Amend-
ment  to  our  United  States  Constitution 
Section 1 states:  In case of the removal 
of the president from office or of his death 
or  resignation,  the  vice  president  shall 
become president.
  This is precisely what occurred when 
Mr.  Nixon  resigned  and  Vice  President 
Gerald R. Ford became our 38th President.  
From  a  historical  perspective,  President 
Ford became the first person to take the 
presidential  office  without  first  having 
been elected as president or vice president.  
His  immediate  predecessor  was  Vice 
President Spiro T. Agnew who had pre-
viously resigned due to a conviction for 
tax evasion.
  Respect for the law is the foundation of 
our democracy.   To quote Mr. Churchill 
again ‘it has been said that democracy is 
the worst form of government except for 
all those other forms that have been tried 
from time to time.’
  We are indeed fortunate to live in a na-
tion of laws and where at the end of the 
day the truth prevails.

HOT LINE CONTINUED
MY WIFE AND I went to see the 
mural in Linden. We wanted to see 
what all the fuss was about. To us, it is 
totally harmless. No violence, nothing 
to complain about. We enjoyed it and 
thought it was very appropriate.



FOR A FEE, my driveway is avail-
able for parking. Please do not block 
me but knock, and for a fee, you may 
leave your vehicle. Much cheaper 
than a tow bill and ticket. Thank you 
for your cooperation as this ongoing 
disrespect of my property continues 
— 17 years now.



SERIOUS REPUBLICANS AND con-
servatives have no desire to impeach 
the President. It would serve no real 
purpose. But, Democrats and progres-
sives are shouting that they want to. 
Why? To get more of your money.
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SAGE
Continued from Page 3
  All she does  is  rinse and dry off  the 
herbs, chop them into small pieces and 
place in a labeled freezer bag. When she 
needs a “pinch of this” or a “pinch of that,” 

she just reaches 
into the freezer 
and  pulls  out 
t h e   f r o z e n 
herb  to  add  to 
a  dish  —  no 
need  to  thaw. 
She   admi t s 
that  basil,  for 
example,  loses 
its  fresh  green 
appearance  in 
the  freezer,  so 
it doesn’t work 
as well this way 
as  a  garnish. 
But for all other 

purposes,  it  retains  its  fresh flavor per-
fectly and adds a summertime freshness 
to every meal.
  I’ve tried this easy method of freezing 
with parsley, thyme and cilantro, and it 
works so well I can’t believe it has taken 
me a lifetime of wasting expensive herbs 
to learn this trick.
  I know there are some other ways to 
preserve  fresh  herbs  (mixing  with  oil, 
then freezing in ice cubes), making pesto, 
etc., but for simplicity and ease, you can’t 
beat rinsing, drying and freezing  them, 
I’ve  also  read  recently  that  blanching 
them before  freezing helps  them  retain 
their color, so that may be worth a try. But 

How to freeze basil  
and other herbs for  
year ‘round use:
Option 1: Wash and dry the basil 
leaves, coarsely chop the leaves 
and freeze in labeled zip lock bags. 
There’s no need to thaw — just 
take out as needed and use in your 
favorite dishes. This is my pre-
ferred method, thanks to my sister, 
Mary Travis.

Option 2: Blanch the basil leaves 
for 15 seconds, and then plunge 
in ice water to stop the cooking 
process. Dry, and then freeze as in 
Option 1. I have not tried this, but 
I’m sure it would work well. I just 
use the easiest method and listen 
to my wise “older” sister.

Option 3: Use a food processor to 
coarsely chop clean basil leaves. 
Add a drizzle of olive oil, and pulse 
to lightly coat the leaves with oil 
(this will keep basil from turning 
black in the freezer). Scoop the 
mixture into ice cube trays and 
freeze. Transfer finished cubes into 
freezer bags and use as needed. 
One cube equals about two table-
spoons of fresh basil. 

Source: About.com Food Preservation

After 
wasting too 
many fresh 
herbs, I 
finally found 
a simple way 
to preserve 
them in the 
freezer.
Sally Rummel,
Times features writer 
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uFormer teacher takes 
on two administrative 
roles for district
By Yvonne Stegall
ystegall@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  Lake  Fenton  —  Vince  Cicalo  is  a 
familiar face around Lake Fenton High 
School. He has been there for 15 years. 
He is a former general science and phys-
ics teacher. Now he is taking on the role 
of Athletic Director, as well as Assistant 
Principal.
  Cicalo has his Masters in Administra-
tion, but it was not until a year and a half 
ago that he decided to start pursuing an 
administrative position. He started out 
by joining a leadership group offered by 

Lake Fenton names new AD

Vince Cicalo

Genesee  County 
through the GISD. 
It just so happened 
that  with  his  de-
cision  to  go  in  a 
different career di-
rection the position 
for AD opened up, 
so he applied.
  He  is  thrilled  at 
all of  the “congratulations” he has been 
hearing from students, and said he is happy 
to know most of the faces already, other 
than the freshmen coming in this year.
  Since  Cicalo  will  no  longer  be  a 
teacher,  his  role  of  president  with  the 
teacher’s union goes  to  the vice presi-
dent, Jamie Ureche.

KINDERGARTEN
Continued from Front Page
of  the group Mid-Michigan Parents for 
Half-Day Kindergarten. It is spearheaded 
by concerned parents like Rachel Peran-
toni of Rose Township, who wants  the 
option to be there for families.
  Her son took half-day kindergarten and 
did very well. “He excelled in kindergar-
ten, he enjoyed school, I didn’t have to 
fight with him about going,” she said.
  The  change  in  options  came  about 
because  the  Michigan  legislature  cut 
funding by half for half-day kindergarten. 
Although  the  building,  staff,  facilities 
maintenance and everything is used full 
time, the students essentially leave after 
half a “shift.” The school is only reim-
bursed roughly $3,500 for that half-time 
student, instead of $7,000, which funds 
all the school’s costs.
  Prior to the funding change, Jalkanen 
said  there were morning and afternoon 
options for families. When  the funding 
model changed, most of the districts fol-
lowed suit and cut half-day classes.
  Aside from funding, the district didn’t 
feel there was enough of a demand. Jal-
kanen said 12 students enrolled in 2012, 
and 11 in 2013 for half-day kindergarten. 
All other units of young-5s and full-day 
kindergarten are  full at 18 students per 
class.
  Today,  if a parent does not feel  their 
child is ready for kindergarten, they can 
attend Young 5s instead, which is offered 
in half, and full-days. 
  So  far,  nine  full-time  kindergarten 
classes are full, with two full-time young-
5s and one half-day are all full. For either, 
the requirement  is for  the child  to be 5 
by Dec. 1.
  Jalkanen said that unfortunately, there 
is  no  “break-even  point,”  where  the 
school could afford  to run  the half-day 

kindergarten.  “It’s  not  a  business  like 
that,”  said  Jalkanen.  “We’re  struggling 
because  we’re  trying  to  be  fiscally  re-
sponsible with the money.”
  By not running half-day kindergarten, 
they  are  saving  at  least  $40,000,  said 
Jalkanen, which is mostly one teacher’s 
salary. 
  The decision was made months ago, 
after looking at the numbers and direction 
of other districts. Because it appeared de-
mand was low, they decided to eliminate 
that option. “I can assure you, had the state 
not made this change about funding, we 
would not be talking about this,” he said.
  He also pointed out that FAPS adver-
tised  the half-day option as a hallmark 
for  the  district,  because  they  were  the 
only ones offering it, but interest did not 
grow. “It’s a terrible thing, but it becomes 
finances.”
  Perantoni acknowledges that funding 
is important. “They don’t use half a bus, 
they don’t use half a support staff, you still 
need a full custodian,” she said. This is 
why her group is also trying to engage the 
Michigan legislature to restore full-time 
funding to half-day kindergarten.
  She said so far, they have a petition on 
change.org, have drummed up support on 
Facebook and  through email, and have 
made  their  voices  heard  at  the  FAPS 
board  meetings.  They  have  a  meeting 
with members of  the school board and 
administration on Thursday.
  Perantoni and everyone else support-
ing the option for half-day kindergarten 
want  just  that  —  the  option  to  have 
children in class for half the day, if that 
works  for  the  child,  and/or  the  family. 
She points to a study by the University 
of Nebraska, authored by Charlene Hil-
debrand, where on social measurements, 
students did better on many points only 
being in school half day.

for me who likes it easy when spending 
time  in  the kitchen,  I’m all  for simple, 
simple, simple.
  Besides,  listening  to your “more ex-
perienced in the kitchen” sister is always 
sage advice . . .

SPECIALIZING IN

ROOFING &  
TEAR-OFFS

FREE ESTIMATES
INQUIRE ABOUT A 
LIFETIME ROOFING 
WARRANTY
LICENSED & INSURED

CALL LORNE
810-577-8591

The best pricing around on new, high-efficiency equipment!

$50
ON ANY DIAGNOSTIC 

SERVICE CALL

810-266-5167
11097 Silver Lake Rd. • Byron, MI 48418

D&T Heating and Cooling Co.

BE COMFORTABLE
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CORNERSTONE
Continued from Front Page
with how construction projects go, she’s 
not surprised by the delays.
 She and her husband’s business will 
be renamed to The Rough Draught (pro-
nounced “Draft”) coffee and barroom, 
and include a full bar and kitchen, and 
office, with lots of reclaimed brick and 
light fixtures.
 Chip Beltinck, owner of Sawyer Jewel-
ers, is also waiting on his build-out, and 
fireproofing. “I can’t wait to see all the 
finishing touches too,” he said.
 With the delays, he said businesses just 
kind of go with it, and it’s better to wait and 
make sure it’s done right. “When the time 
is right, we’ll get in there,” he said. “We’re 
all very anxious, we’re excited.”
 Beltinck said all the businesses are hop-

CORNERSTONE 
BACKGROUND 
The $4.7-million, 47,000-square-foot 
project was first unveiled in 2011. At 
four stories, the building will be the 
tallest in the city and is aimed at mak-
ing the community more walkable. A 
mixture of businesses and apartments 
are slated to be inside the building, 
which will be located at North LeRoy 
Street and Silver Lake Road. 

At least three months of progress 
were lost to the weather this winter/
spring, and the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority saved the project with 
a $200,000 loan early this year as 
investments did not meet estimates 
for cost.

ing to be open in November, before the 
holidays, and before the winter weather hits.
 On Monday, Project Superintendent 
Rohn Smith for Sorensen Gross Con-
struction Services measured the bricks 
to make sure they were in line. It looked 
like he was surveying the walls with 
a large yellow tripod. 
“We’re getting there,” 
he said. “People can see 
what the exterior brick 
actually looks like.”
 Inside, duct work 
is rising, handrails are 
being welded and as 
always, masonry is going on outside. 
 The weather has impacted the progress 
and has pushed out the final completion 
date. Contractors lost six weeks of con-
struction time during the bitter cold of 
January, and much of the spring due to the 
rain. The building should still be ready for 
loft occupancy by the middle of January, 
which became the adjusted completion 
date as announced in February. Bottom 
floor businesses should be ready to move 
in, and open in November. 
 The building is sealed enough against 
the weather that Tuesday’s rain didn’t affect 
most work going on inside. Masonry work, 
which also includes those exterior bricks, 
cannot be laid if it’s wet out. “If they don’t 
get the outside done, they still can’t open 
the building,” he said.
 Basement, upper decks and the upper 
floor work is continuing. Bricks at the south 
end are finishing up. Exterior walls are 
framed, windows are framed. Iron workers 
are almost done with the north stair well. 
 Smith said the roof is 95 percent com-
plete, and is water tight inside. Plumbers are 
dropping piping from the second floor, and 
tying in the ground as the sprinkler system 

is being roughed in. Windows have been 
installed on the ground floor.
 In September, parking lots and concrete 
work should be underway by the city 
contractor.
 Smith said there are 30 contractors to 
coordinate, and many have subcontrac-

tors themselves. At any 
given time, there are 
approximately eight 
contracting groups on 
site. On Monday, there 
were masons, carpen-
ters, sheet metal work-
ers, roofers iron workers 

and others. 
 Decorative details are forming, and the 
concrete floors are done, though workers 
are still accessing them by ladder because 
the concrete hasn’t been poured onto the 
stairs yet.
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Adam Green of Dee Cramer applies a TDF gasket to a duct elbow in what will be 
Sagano’s Japanese Bistro and Steakhouse on Monday. (Below) Rohn Smith makes 
his way through the construction site.

We’re really a little 
further ahead than 
you may think.
Chip Beltinck
Co-owner, Sawyer Jewelers
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“Sometimes it’s okay to throw rocks at girls!”

Your Hometown Jeweler for 67 Years!

Sawyer Jewelers
CURRENTLY AT 101 N. ADELAIDE • FENTON • 810-629-7936

www.sawyerjewelers.com

We’re getting ready to make
the move Downtown!

save the date:

moving 
sale!

AUGUST 18TH 
THROUGH 

SEPTEMBER 30TH

exclusive offer for 
today’s readers

TAKE AN

additional
5% off
MARKED DOWN 

INVENTORY
Must have this coupon. Expires 9/30/14.

Exclusions apply, see store for details.
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MILK
Continued from Page 3
(pasture) fed animals,  is good for us 
as  long  as  the  person  does  not  have 
an allergy to dairy.  A healthy animal 
equals a healthy animal product,” said 
Andrejciw. 
  “If  dairy  is  to  be  part  of  the  diet, 
then  choose  full  fat 
versions  and  avoid 
dairy products where 
a  bunch  of  other  in-
gredients  have  been 
added.  Goat’s  milk 
is easier for people to 
digest because the pro-
teins  in  it are smaller 
and  more  similar  to 
human  breast  milk.  
Aside  from  goat’s 
milk  having  less  fo-
late it is otherwise very 
similar nutritionally to 
cow’s milk.”
  There has been a lot 
of  controversy  in  the 
news  about  whether 
cow’s milk is good for people. Whether 
it is good, those who suffer from dairy 
allergies may be in need for an alterna-
tive. Andrejciw said, “For people who 
either  have  an  allergy,  or  for  other 
reasons choose not to drink milk, there 
are  a  lot  of  milk  substitutes  such  as 
almond  milk,  coconut  milk,  cashew 
milk, and rice milk.  These are all good 
choices. One  thing  to be aware of  is 
how much sugar is added.” 
  Andrejciw  recommended  choos-
ing unsweetened versions and adding 
sweetener as needed.

  Marjie  did  make  one  suggestion 
about  what  not  to  drink.  “I  do  not 
recommend regularly consuming soy 
milk.  Soy can be very challenging for 
humans to digest because it contains 
anti-trypsin.    Trypsin  is  a  digestive 
enzyme  that helps us  to break down 
protein.    Anti-trypsin  prevents  tryp-

sin  from  working  as 
it  should.    Soy  con-
tains  high  amounts 
of phytic acid, which 
inhibits the absorption 
of  certain  nutrients 
like  iodine.    Iodine 
is  needed  for  proper 
thyroid  function,  so 
consuming a lot of soy 
can  actually  lead  to 
low  thyroid  function.  
Lastly,  soy  contains 
many plant estrogens 
called phytoestrogens.  
This  can  lead  to  an 
imbalance  in  the  ste-
roid hormones (estro-
gens,  progesterone, 

and testosterone) causing an estrogen 
dominance.” 
  Even   though 
Andrejciw  does 
not  recommend 
soymilk  as  a 
healthy  alterna-
tive, she said that 
fermented  soy, 
like  soy  sauce, 
is  all  right  since 
the  fermentation 
process inactivates 
these concerns.  

Milk, whether it 
comes from a cow 
or a goat, in its 
most natural state 
from grass fed 
animals, is good 
for us as long as 
the person does 
not have an allergy 
to dairy.
Marjie Andrejciw
Marjie’s Gluten Free Pantry owner
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uBoy Scouts is a family 
tradition for Fenton family
By Yvonne Stegall
ystegall@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  Fenton — Scouting has been a tradition 
for  young  men  for  104  years,  and  there 
have been more than 120 million scouts to 
join the ranks. 
  Parker  Trecha  of  Fenton  is  the  third 
young  man  to  earn  all  135  of  the  merit 
badges in Michigan. At 14, he is also the 
third  youngest  ever,  and  the  third  non-
Eagle to earn them all, out of the 230 total 
Boy Scouts who have earned all the merit 
badges. 
  The highest rank in Boy Scouts is Eagle. 
Parker is a Life Scout right now, just one 
step below Eagle but he plans  to submit 
his paperwork for Eagle Scout by the end 
of this month.  
  It took Parker 3½ years to earn his 135 
merit badges, and he has 
been  described  by  his 
father Jeff Trecha as a “dili-
gent,  hardworking  young 
man.” Parker comes from 
an entire family of scouts. 
  Parker is a driven young 
man. So driven that in order 
to  earn  all  of  his  badges 
he had some hard work  to complete. As 
an example, the backpacking merit badge 
requires the scout to backpack for 30 miles, 
and to spend five days and four nights out 

Second brother earns 135 merit badges
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Parker Trecha shows off his 135 badges.

camping  with  only  what  will  fit  in  their 
pack. Parker said the hardest badge for him 

was  Medicine,  because 
there was a lot of informa-
tion  to  learn. His favorite 
was Motor Boating. 
  Scouting has so much to 
offer, and the Trecha fam-
ily highly recommends it. 
Jeff  Trecha,  the  patriarch 
of  the  family,  said  that, 

“scouting builds leadership, it builds skills, 
and it builds everything.”
  The Trechas are part of Troop 219  in 
Fenton.

I joined scouts 
because my 
brother did it.
Parker Trecha
Boy Scout
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MURAL
Continued from Front Page
a mural that everyone could be involved in. 
I decided to make the style something that 
would work on the texture of the wall (very 
bumpy and hard to paint) and I wanted to 
make it simple and symbolic so it speaks 
to everyone,” said Amendola, via email.
  Amendola comes from an artistic fam-
ily, so it was just in her nature. “I love all 
aspects of art and could never settle on just 
one medium so I have done everything in-
cluding bronze sculptures, ceramics, jew-
elry, printing, photography, and drawing. 
I went into teaching because as soon as I 
learned how to do something I had to share 
it with someone else. I currently teach Art, 
Graphic Arts, and 3D Animation at Linden 
High School. I do fine portraits and I have 
a comic strip in the Flint Comix.”
  When it comes to the controversy over 
the mural, Amendola said, “I strive to see 
the positive. There are many more posi-
tive comments  than  there are negative.” 
She  added,  “I  am  constantly  amazed  at 
the  amount  of  wonderful  positive  com-
ments and how much attention  the very 
few negative comments get.”
  The artist wants people to know that the 
mural tells a story about all of the beauty 
in Linden. “The colorful 
person  symbolizes  all 
of the people in Linden. 
The  head  shaped  as  a 
teapot  characterizes  the 
hospitality  and  friendli-
ness of its residents. The 
arms  are  embracing  the 
town  that  they  care  for. 
The brush is painting the 
water  representing  the 
Shiawassee  River  and 
all the beautiful lakes in 
the area. There is a boat, 
a kayak, a fisherman, and 
a fish representing all the 
great  water  sports  that 

one can enjoy. Music is expressed in the 
other arm holding an apple that portrays 
the exquisite orchards in the area. The tea 
pot  is  pouring  out  snow,  which  covers 
Linden for a large part of the year where 
everyone enjoys winter sports  including 
sledding on  the sledding hill and build-
ing  snowmen.  The  jeans  are  a  road  for 
the various cars. The car  industry plays 
a  major  role  in  shaping  the  community 
from building the buggy all the way to the 
modern car. Ford, Chrysler, and GM are 
all included. On the right is a Linden tree 
with all the local Michigan birds. Below 
the tree is the iconic Linden Mills build-
ing and wheel. A small plane flies over 
the building representing Linden’s quaint 
little airport. If you look closely you can 
see the word Linden in the spaces between 
the flowers on the shirt.”
  This was not her first mural, but it is the 
largest. Amendola has done several murals 
in  the  Linden  Presbyterian  Church  and 
in  various  other  private  homes.  Several 
anonymous community members donated 
money for the supplies. No public funds 
were used.
  The Aug. 6 celebration will honor Amen-
dola and her students and helpers. The Lin-
den High School band will provide music.
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Gemma Amendola integrated symbolism into her mu-
ral, while keeping to the approved city of Linden colors. 



BASEBALL

Who was the 
MLB player who 
hit a seagull with 
a baseball while 
playing catch? 

Dave Winfield acci-
dently killed one at 
Toronto’s Exhibition 
Stadium on Aug. 4, 
1983. 

Sports
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TOUR DES LACS
Raised $23,000 for  

the C.S. Mott 
Children’s Hospital

INSIDE SPORTS:

SPORTS 
TRIVIA

?

DAVID’S 
LISTS

 Here is a list of some 
games we played as kids. 
Tease the teenagers 
 We had a woods in our 
area, and we spent large 
parts of our summer time 
teasing the high school 
teenagers while they were 
at their forts or on a prop-
erty bordering the woods. 
We’d yell at them, they’d 
chase us and we’d run. 
One day my sister fell and 
one of the teens helped 
her. She told her, ‘You 
better go before I catch 
you.’ That was the day I 
learned they weren’t too 
serious about catching us 
and ‘beating us up’ as we 
thought.  It kind of took 
the fun out of it.
Dodgeball
 We played all sorts 
of versions of dodge-
ball, but the one we prob-
ably played the most was 
with frisbees. The more 
frisbees and the more 
people we had, the better. 
If you were eliminated, 
you sat in that spot, and if 
someone came close, you 
could tag them and get 
back in the game.
500
 We had so many 
versions of this game 
I can’t list them all. We 
used baseballs, footballs, 
frisbees — whatever we 
could find. Each throw 
had a point value. First 
to 500 won. But to win, 
you had to survive some 
physical brutality.

Ready for some football? — Prep practices begin on Monday

Tour des Lacs remains a hit with cyclists
By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  Some do it for group camaraderie.
  Others do it for training.
  And others do it for the cause it helps.
  But whatever the reason why one attends the 
Tour des Lacs Charity Bike Ride, one thing ap-
pears apparent each year — everyone has fun 
participating.
  The 12th annual event incorporated many of the 
strategies it has used over the years, and added a 
few new wrinkles to help raise about $23,000 for 
the University of Michigan’s C.S. Mott Children’s 
Hospital to help congenital heart disease research.
  “It was an amazing day,” event coordinator 
Kim Foerster said. “And once people finished 
they stayed. They didn’t have a beer and leave 
right  away.  The  tent  was  packed  from  9:40 

a.m. until 2 p.m.”
  The event, which begins and ends near The 
Laundry,  had  221  cyclists  who  followed  ei-
ther an 18-mile, a 37-mile or a 60-mile paved 
route. About 12 riders tried out the new 37-mile 
Gnarly Gravel Grinder, a dirt road track created 
for this year. Many came with large groups of 
friends. For example, the Motor City Endurance 
team came this year. They compete in triathlons 
and running events. About 12 members showed 
up on Saturday  to  ride  the  tour’s 37-mile and 
60-mile loops for training.

See TOUR on 11

Cowger’s diversity puts her on 
top of our Tri-County Softball Team

Here’s a look at Ellie 
Cowger’s 2014 season. 

At the plate 
 - Batted a team-
high .591 with a 
squad-best .856 
slugging percent-
age and a .656 on-

base percentage. 
 - Collected 78 hits 

with 16 of those safeties 
being doubles and eight 

being triples. 
On the basepaths
 - Cowger scored 71 
runs and stole 62 bases.  
On the mound
 - Cowger posted a 
16-3 record with a 2.10 
earned run average. 
She struck out 88 bat-

ters in 99 2/3 innings.

The 
Cowger File

TRI-COUNTY TIMES I DAVID TROPPENS

Some of the Tour des Lacs participants begin 
their rides early Saturday morning. There were 
221 cyclists at the annual event.

By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  When  one  grows  up  in  the  Cowger 
household, it seems one sport becomes in-
grained in your DNA.
  That sport would be softball.
  As the years have gone by, the Cowger 
family has provided many quality softball 
players  to  the Fenton program. As  those 
years advanced, Ellie Cowger became just 
another in the family addicted to the sport.
  “I think I had my first glove when I was 
2 or 3. I was pretty young,” Cowger said. 
“It  was  never  a  matter  of  if  I  was  play-
ing softball. It was just a matter of when I 
would play softball.
  “Softball  was  always  something  that 
brought us together, whether it was while 
going to tournaments or going to the field 
to watch or play games. I’ve always had 
an interest and love for the sport.”
  Her love for the sport has translated into 
her being a Division 1 All-State softball 
player last fall. The 2014 graduate also has 
earned our honor as the 2014 Tri-County 
Softball Player of the Year.
  “I’ve  been  really  fortunate,”  Cowger 
said. “All the teammates, all the people I 
met and the great opportunities I’ve had 

has  made  it  rewarding.  I’ve  met  some 
of my best  friends playing softball, and 
I haven’t gone to college yet. And when 
I go  to college I’ll get  to play for some 
of the best coaches in the country. That’s 
what drives me  the most — how much 
more I have to learn and how much more 
I can learn. I want to reach my potential.”
  Looking  at  Cowger’s  senior  season, 
it’s  easy  to  say  she  reached  her  poten-
tial.  Cowger  led  all  tri-county  softball 
players with a .591 batting average and 
a  .656 on-base percentage. That means 
she  either  got  a  hit  or  received  a  walk 
nearly  two of every  three plate appear-
ances during the prep season. The lead-
off hitter finished the season with 78 hits 
during  the 40-game season and walked 
24  times.  She  collected  16  doubles, 
eight triples and one home run, record-
ing  an  .856  slugging  percentage.  She 
credits her hitting success to her hitting 
coach Don Seaton.
  “He’s  always  willing  to  help  me,” 
Cowger said. “If I shoot him a  text and 
ask him for help, he’s always willing to 
work with me. His passion  is  to see his 
players succeed and improve.”

See COWGER on 11

13575 Fenton Rd • Fenton • www.adoptapetfenton.com
Closed Mondays - Open Tues.-Sat. 10-3pm • Sun. 1-4pm 

810-629-0723

To adopt these animals 
PLEASE CALL:

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:SPONSORED BY:

Gypsy

Kittens!
Black, grey, orange, tabby striped:  

We have kittens for you that are just right!
Adoption fee is $60; kittens are fully vetted.

 1401 East Court St. Flint, MI
810-762-0200 
www.mcc.edu

3180 W. Silver Lake Rd.
Fenton  

810-750-1360 
www.chassefenton.com

I’m one year old 
black lab and a 
ball of energy.
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TOUR
Continued from Page 10
  “We like to support bike events like this 
one,” Roman Krzyzanowski said. “We’ve 
done this one in the past. It’s a great ride 
to train and see other areas. We are accus-
tomed  to  (biking  the same areas), so we 
come here and get to see a new area.”
  According  to  fellow  member  Scott 
Griffin Krzyzanowski is one of the lead-
ers of the group. Most of the clan is from 
the Plymouth area, but Griffin does have 
a cottage in Fenton.
  “We’d go through freezing rain to be 
with  him,”  Griffin  said.  “We  all  have 
come out this morning to spend the time 
and  money  to  be  together.  But  in  five 
they’ll drop us  (race ahead of  some of 
the group). It will be fun (being togeth-
er) for five minutes.”
  An annual travelling trophy is handed 
to  the group who has  the most partici-
pants at  the event. This year, Diplomat 
Pharmacy’s  Drug  Peddlers  team  won 
that honor. They won it with several cy-
clists attending for the first time. One of 
those rookies was Ramona Meyer.
  “Most  of  us  are  first-timers,”  Meyer 
said. “I wanted to be on the road on my 
bike, and it’s always more fun when you 
have more people with you.”
  Meyer was one of the newbies trying 
out the dirt road.
  Linden  resident  Nathan  Stuart  was 
another one of the members on the Drug 
Peddlers  team.  He  attended  the  event 
two years ago as well.
  “I  like  riding around  the area.  I  ride 
on a day-to-day basis, but I usually don’t 
go out as far as  the  tour offers,” Stuart 
said. “I came back because I was able to 
come back out and challenge myself to 

see if I can make it.”
Last minute
road construction changes
  This year’s tour had its share of chal-
lenging  last-minute  changes  due  to 
Genesee County beginning the chip and 
sealing of many of the routes beginning 
on Friday.  It was a process  that wasn’t 
supposed to start until after the tour. One 
of the key parts of the tour is finding out 
where  construction  may  be  happening 
and  adjusting  the  routes  based  on  that 
construction.
  “(Committee member) Peggy Matta is 
amazing,” Foerster said. “We had  to re-
direct the routes and Peggy has an amaz-
ing sense of direction and without her, we 
wouldn’t have been able to do it.”
  To help with the new routes, the Fen-
ton Police Department gave an escort to 
cyclists to get them to the starts of their 
courses.
Helping fight 
Congenital heart disease
  While  he’s  not  the  vocal  spokesper-
son Kim is, Foerster’s husband, Brett, is 
another major piece to getting the event 
done each year. He’ll be the first to admit 
he’s  not  a  spectacular  cycle  enthusiast. 
He says  if he wasn’t working  the event 
he’d probably do  the 18-mile route, but 
he does cycle and  is proud of what  the 
event  has  done  for  the  C.S.  Mott  Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Their son, Braylon Foer-
ster,  passed  away  due  to  a  congenital 
heart defect on Jan. 2, 2007. He was just 
over 10 months old at the time.
  “It’s  really  important  to  Kim  and  I 
because  it  helps  a  lot  of  families  that 
went through similar situations we went 
through,” Brett said. “It’s for research ... 
and  there’s  been  big  breakthroughs  the 

FIRST TEAM

Pitchers School
Kim Roe ..................... Lake Fenton
Paige Dean .........................Fenton
Catcher School
Alexis Melton ............. Lake Fenton
Infielders School
Kayla Ward ................ Lake Fenton
Melody Draeger ........Lake Fenton
Dori Carpeneter ..................Fenton

Macie Keller ........................Fenton

Ellie Cowger .......................Fenton

Outfielders School
Emma Brant .......................Fenton

Allison Petts ............... Lake Fenton

Patricia Whittaker ...... Lake Fenton

Taylor Mowery ....................Fenton

Rachel Siekierski ................Fenton

PLAYER OF THE YEAR: 
Ellie Cowger, Fenton shortstop/pitcher

The Division 1 All-State athlete batted .591 with 62 stolen bases 
offensively. She recorded a 16-3 record on the mound.

All Tri-County Softball Team 
Here is a list of the 

players that made 

our All Tri-County 

Softball Team as 

selected by the 

sports staff.

last couple of years. I think we are doing 
a good thing.
  “It’s  really  special  for  both  of  us. 
We’ve kind of  lived  it and now we are 
giving back. It’s great to be part of it.”
  The  money  raised  for  congenital 
heart  research  has  exceeded  $100,000 
since the revenue created by the tour has 
gone to the cause. Kim Foerster said this 

year’s  $23,000  will  surpass  last  year’s 
total by about $2,000.
  “We  don’t  have  the  final  totals  in, 
but we had $21,000  last year, so  that’s 
huge,” Foerster said. 
  “I would say there are several dozen peo-
ple we see at this event (exclusively) every 
year, and they support us,” Brett said. “It’s 
really neat they do that. It’s pretty special.”

COWGER
Continued from Page 10
  But Cowger’s game involves so much-
more than hitting. Once she gets on base, 
she’s a speed demon to opposing defenses. 
She  finished  her  career  with  213  stolen 
bases, and swiped 62 in 66 attempts dur-
ing the spring. She scored 71 runs during 
her senior year and crossed the plate 203 
times during her Fenton career.
  She also provided a threat to opponents 
while the Tigers were on defense, whether 
it was on the mound or playing shortstop. 
Cowger shared  the starting duties on  the 
mound with Paige Dean during the spring, 
and  posted  a  16-3  record.  She  had  an 
earned  run average of 2.10, and allowed 
opposing  batters  to  just  hit  .207  against 
her. She struck out 88 and allowed just 81 
hits in 99 2/3 innings of work.
  Defensively,  she  had  just  five  errors 
while  splitting  time  at  short  and  pitcher. 

Oddly, Cowger loves playing the outfield 
more than the other two positions.
  “I haven’t played it much in high school 
at all and have only played the outfield a 
little  during  travel  season,  but  I  like  the 
open space,” Cowger said. 
  “There’s so much area to run and I love 
diving for balls.”
  Cowger is headed to the University of 
Minnesota this fall where she’ll play Divi-
sion 1 softball. Cowger loved the time she 
spent at Fenton. Fenton won a Metro title 
and a district crown this season.
  “Playing with my sister (Sammi) my first 
two  years  created  a  lot  of  memories,  but 
this last season, my senior season is prob-
ably  the most memorable,” Cowger  said. 
“We were the epitome of a team effort this 
year. We ended up breaking the state record 
for team hits (512). That’s something that 
shows how much effort everyone put into 
the season, getting us to succeed.”

TRI-COUNTY TIMES I DAVID TROPPENS

The Tour des Lacs cyclists begin their rides by crossing the  South LeRoy Street 
and East Elizabeth Street intersection on Saturday morning. A total of 221 cyclists 
participated in this year’s charity event.

In this moment. . .

AGENCY NAME
Town Name • 555-555-5555

website

Call or visit us:

It doesn’t matter if you saved money in 15 minutes. 

It doesn’t matter if your neighbor has the same insurance you do. 

What matters right now is the quality of your independent insurance agent and the 
company that stands behind them.

Auto-Owners Insurance is “Highest in Customer Satisfaction with the Auto Insurance Claims 
Experience, Five Years in a Row” according to J.D. Power and Associates. 

12795 (11-12)

Auto-Owners Insurance ranks highest among auto insurance providers in the J.D. Power and Associates 2008-2012 Auto Claims StudiesSM. 2012 study based on 12,508 total responses, ranking 26 insurance providers. Excludes those with claims only for 
glass/windshield, theft/stolen, roadside assistance or bodily injury claims. Proprietary results based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed November 2011-September 2012. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com.

BRAD HOFFMAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

“Serving the area over 40 years”
102 S. Leroy Street

Fenton, MI • 810-629-4991
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Treat your Kindergartner to a special  
message of love and congratulations on 

the Tri-County Times special Kindergartners 
page! For a small cost your Kindergartner 
will get a big thrill and long term keepsake!

Your message will be published in the 
Sunday, August 24th edition.

Call 810-629-8194 For more information

Message: (Max. 20 words*) _____________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

I have enclosed $33.00 for my Kindergartner by
q Check q Money Order q Visa q American Express q Mastercard
Name: ___________________________________________________________ 
Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ______________________________ State:_________ Zip:___________
Phone: __________________________________________________________
Credit Card Number: _______________________________ Exp. Date _____ 
Signature: _______________________________________________________

Photo and 3 additional copies of the paper may be picked up after August 24th
*We reserve the right to edit the ad to fit publication standards

q Gr APh ICS (If no photo submitted)  q Ph Ot O

Good luck and have
 fun on your first day of school!

~Love Mom and Dad

Mail the completed form below to :
Class of 2027
PO Box 1125, Fenton, MI 48430
(must receive by noon on t hur., Aug. 21st)

or Email to: 
Myork@tctimes.com
or drop off at t ri-County t imes  
Office at 256 N. Fenway, Fenton.

Class of 2027

at

Banquet & conference center

is accepting
applications for

part-time

Wait Staff
Please email 

resume to 
anne@

waldenwoods.com
or apply at the 
banquet center

810-632-6401

A Great Home-Builder’s 
Opportunity

A Turn-Key Project
We have a subdivision in Fenton ready to build… 
Just pull the building permits and go to work. Street, and all 

underground utilities (sanitary and storm sewers, water, 
electrical, gas, phone) are in and approved. 44 total lots for 
single-family homes. We even have sample floor plans to fit 

the building envelopes. You could call this a turn-key building 
project. You will be dealing directly with the owner.

 

Excellent Price and Unbelievable Terms!
Can’t get better than a no-interest contract. 

A packet is ready to be sent to you. 
Call this number for more details and make arrangements 

to get the packet and to see the project.

Corrected phone number 248-613-7147

Stoney Creek Inc.
Grant, Michigan

800-448-3873

Live gamefish 
for stocking. 

Large selection 
of lake, pond and 

watergarden supplies.

www.stoneycreekequip.com

Free CataLog!

Pond Supplies

h elp Wanted

h elp Wanted

Personal Notices

CHeCK You R aD! 
Report errors immediately. The 
Tri-County Times will only be 
responsible for the first day of 
incorrect publication.

sIGN uP 
for Text blasts to receive local 
coupons— Text localcoupons 
to 810- 475-2030.

eXPeRIeNCeD 
CoNCRete labo R:

 layout, footings, walls and 
valid drivers license. Call 
Mike at 810-869-2605. 

Employment Wanted

Plumbing, Painting, 
Drywall, Roofing and 

Siding Repair.

Call 810-629-6729 
oR 810-241-4192.

1986 ReGal  
16,000 miles, 5.0, V-8, 

spotless. Only driven to 
shows. Original family owner. 
$6,900. Call 810-714-4493.

1986 
GRaND NatIoNal

Mint condition, 
24,000 miles. $21,500. 
Serious inquires only. 

Contact Paul, 
810-513-0453, 
810-813-2704.

1971 CHeVRolet  
bIsCaYNe

4-door. Auto power steering 
and brakes. Perfect gray 

metallic paint. $4,700.  
Call 810-869-3426.

Cars For Sale

1984 CHeVY 
Pick-Up S10 rust free 

sheet metal cab, long box, 
front clip. X-drag truck. 

$250.00 or best. 
810-629-7710.

t ruck Parts

r eal Estate For Sale

FeNto N to WNsHIP 
RaNCH oN 4 aCRes 

Over 1,400 sq. ft., 
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths. 

30x40 poll barn. $205,000. 
Call Debbie, 313-580-4008.

NeW CoNst RuCtIoN
Linden Schools 

Fox Chase Farms, off 
Owen r d., 3 miles west 
of 23. F&F Builders and 

Developers LLC. 
$209,900. 

Call 810-458-4040

PRICe ReDuCeD!
12351 Peabody, 

Fenton, MI. $259,900. 
4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths. 
Large private yard, all 

hardwood floors, finished 
basement. Priced to sell! 
Must see! t anya Gibson, 

734-751-9567. 
www.tgibsonsells.com.

98 DoDGe RaM
1/2 ton 4x4. $1,000. 

Steve, 810-252-1711.

t rucks/SUV’s For Sale

Vans For Sale

2002 
PoNtIaC MoNtaNa
210,000 miles, seats 7, 

runs good. $1,150. 
Call t om, 

810-938-7046.

loo N la Ke 3 lots le Ft!
Completely developed, ready 
to build. View of two lakes, 
$10,000 and up. Best offer, 
quick sale! 810-964-3472 or 
810-735-6887.

Land For Sale

bRaND NeW HoMes
Free Rent until 10/1/14. 
Homes starting at $899. 
$198 moves you in (with 
no pet).  Hartland Schools. 
Call Sun Homes at Cider Mill 
Crossings, 888-703-6652. 
Offer expires 8/31/14. 
Located off US/23 and 
Clyde Rd. Fenton, MI. www.
cidermillcrossings.com. 
EOE.

Manufactured homes

Hel P WaNteD: 
General labor, Clarkston area. 
248-795-2431.

aDMINIst RatIVe 
ass IstaNt/
Custo MeR seRVICe 
RePReseNtatIVe 
needed for insurance 
agency. Apply at www.
benefitresourcegroup.net. 

aDMINIst RatIVe 
oFFICe ass IstaNt 
part-time with full-time 
opportunities. Experienced 
in QuickBooks, Microsoft 
Office, general accounting 
skills. Email resume to don@
fortressfoundations.com.

DRIVeRs: CDl -a
Lots of money and miles! 
100% Hands OFF Freight. 
Run newer equipment and 
get home more often. 
(855) 219-4838. 

INsu RaNCe CsR 
needed for Fenton insurance 
agency. Experience preferred 
but not required. 
Please send resume to 
ejankowski@bbmich.com.

PRoDuCtIoN 
oPeRato R 
NeeDeD! 
Job requires: High school 
diploma/GED. Employee to lift 
up to 50 lbs. and occasionally 
move up to 100 lbs. 
Ability to operate a  forklift. 
Starting wage is $12 an hour 
with health benefits. To apply 
please come in and complete 
application: 2040 Thompson 
Rd., Fenton, MI 48430.

Pou ReD Wall  
CoMPaNY
needs experienced footing 
labor, panel setters and 
drivers. Email don@
fortressfoundations.com or 
810-908-9085.

HIRING WaIt staFF
lunch shift. Inquire in person 
at Holly Red Devil.

sIGN uP 
for Text blasts to receive local 
help wanted listings—
Text JOBS to 810- 475-2030

your complete 
business solution

www.alliedmedia.net
810.750.8291

printing • direct mail • marketing 
 publications • web services 
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Garage Sales
to advertise, Call 810-629-8194 or log on anytime to WWW.tCtgaragesales.Com

20 words
includes photo

$3600

Linden

auGust  7-9tH
9-5P.M.

920 Grant St. 
Antique oak furniture 

consisting of two 
recliner’s, library table, 

oak buffet and an 
oak secretariat. 

Unique camel saddle 
foot stools. 

Small electronics, 
Sony camcorder, 

Sony digital camera. 
Power tools, 

large Fisher stereo 
system, 

two microwaves, 
unique Christmas 

decorations. 
You may email me 

at doughertypenny@
msn.com for further 

information or photos. 

Fenton

auGust 7-9t H
tHuRsDaY-FRIDaY 

9-4P.M. 
satu RDaY, 9-12P.M.
 16128 Silvercrest Dr. 

Multi-family Garage Sale! 
Furniture, household, 
tools, miscellaneous.

Fenton

auGust  8-9tH, 9-3P.M.
16076 Aspen Hollow. 

Toys, household items, 
furniture, bikes. 

Fenton

auGust  7-8tH, 
11-5P.M. 

auGust 9t H, 10-6P.M. 
9394 S. Seymour Rd. 

ESTATE SALE 
Many new items 

including: Ethan Allen 
furniture, Jim Shore, 

Mikasa, Baldwin piano, 
antiques.

Swartz Creek

Fenton

tHuRsDaY-satu RDaY 
auGust 7-9tH, 9-5P.M.

800 S. Leroy St. 
Multi-family. Furniture, 

household items, 
pianos, dishes. 

Something for everyone. 

holly

auGust 7-8tH, 9-5P.M.
auGust 9t H, 9-2P.M.

 3265 Quick Rd., 
Garage Sale. 

Household items 
and knick-knacks. 

holly

auGust  8-9tH 
9-5P.M. 

12393 Fish Lake Rd. 
Take N. Holly to Mitchell. 

Household, tools, 
handicap equipment 
and miscellaneous.

Swartz Creek

auGust 7-8tH, 9-4P.M. 
7235 Torrey Rd.

Near US-23, 1/2 mile 
north of Grand Blanc Rd. 

YARD SALE HEAVEN! 
Thousands of WELL 

ORGANIZED items under 
4 huge tents at NewLife 

Community Lutheran 
Church.  Proceeds 

help support local food 
pantry programs. 
NO EARLY SALES.

 NewLifeLutheran.net.

tHuRsDaY-satu RDaY 
auGust 7-9t H

9-4P.M.
 16138 Meredith Ct. 

Multi-family 
garage sale!

Linden

Garage Sales

sIGN uP
FoR teXt blasts  

to receive local 
Garage sale listings —
Text GARAGESALE to 

810-475-2030.

Planning a 
gar age 
SaLe?

Pla Ce You R 
aD oNl INe

Visit 
www.tctimes.com 

and click on 
Classifieds or call 

810-629-8194

Classified Ad Deadlines for 
Sunday’s Issue are 
t hursday at Noon.

Classified Ad Deadlines for 
Wednesday’s Issue are 

t uesday at Noon.

810-632-7692
10411 Clyde Road • Fenton
Take US-23 10 miles  south of Fenton 
to Clyde Rd. exit (#70), east ¼ mile.

OPEN EVERYDAY 8am-7pm
www.spicerorchards.com

Spicer  Orchards & Winery

Peaches, 
Sweet Corn & 
Fresh Produce

In the Market

Blue Berries
U-Pick or 

Ready 
Picked

Good t hings to EatMiscellaneous Wanted Miscellaneous Wanted

Scrap steel and vehicles 
accepted! Certified scales. 

Receive additional $5 
per ton with this ad. 

Scrap steel pick up available. 
We buy batteries, radiators, 

etc. Call for pricing. 
Full range of new and used 

auto parts available. 
Bridge Lake Auto, 

9406 Dixie Hwy., Clarkston. 
248-625-5050. 

Monday-Friday, 8-5:30p.m., 
Saturday, 9-2p.m. www.

bridgelakeautoparts.com. 
Visit us on facebook.

FoR 
sCRaP steel  

to P Dolla R PaID

Cas H

1 bedroom$500
2 bedroom$600

810-629-5871
EhO 

www.cormorantco.com

LaFonda
In Fenton

Apartments

Call for more 
information

Security Deposit 
Now Only $300

r ooms/Apts. For r ent

r ooms/Apts. For r ent

bRaND NeW HoMes
Free Rent until 10/1/14. 
Homes starting at $899. 
$198 moves you in (with 
no pet).  Hartland Schools. 
Call Sun Homes at Cider Mill 
Crossings, 888-703-6652. 
Offer expires 8/31/14. 
Located off US/23 and 
Clyde Rd. Fenton, MI. www.
cidermillcrossings.com. EOE.

ele CtRIC 
Clot Hes DRYeR
and refrigerator/freezer, 
good condition, reasonable. 
Call 810-240-5546.  

1984 CHeVY 
Pick-Up S10 rust free sheet 
metal cab, long box, front clip. 
X-drag truck. $250 or best. 
810-629-7710.

2011 
WHIRl Pool  Cab RIo
washer and gas dryer. 
3 years old with 2 year factory 
warranty remaining, like new. 
$700 for both. 248-634-0278. 

tRI-Cou NtY tIMes 
PHotos
Any staff photo published in 
the Tri-County Times can be 
purchased by calling 
810-433-6797.

Miscellaneous for Sale

Manufactured homes

Holl Y 
2 beDRoo M
2 bath manufactured home 
with porch, deck and all 
appliances. Shaded lot. 
Only $9,000. 810-730-5644.

all  Real  estate 
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968 which makes it illegal 

to advertise preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion or national origin, 
or an intention to make 
any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination. 
This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 

law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 

advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 

opportunity basis.

buYING all 
uNWaNteD autos

Cars, trucks, vans, SUV’s. 
810-836-2910, 

call or text for free quote. 

all  sCRaP Metals 
picked up including 
appliances. We buy scrap 
cars/trucks, farm equipment/
motor homes, auto and farm 
batteries. 810-730-7514, 
810-449-0045.

I NeeD You R 
sCRaP Metal 
washers, dryers, 
water heaters, furnaces, 
aluminum, copper piping, etc. 
Please call 810-735-5910.

VW DuNe buGGY
4-speed WV motor. 

r ed 2-seater, new battery 
and turn signals. 

r uns great! $2,500 or best. 
Call 810-869-3429.

Off r oad Vehicles

Pets

aKC Dobe RMaN 
PuPPIes
$400-$450, tails and dew-
claws done. Have mom and 
dad. Email randyholdwick@
att.net.

Boats & Motors

2011 PoNtoo N
20’ 4” Bennington, 
Yamaha 50h.p. four stroke, 
385 hours, full cover. 
Excellent condition. $17,500; 
3-4x10 dock sections. $375. 
Call 810-656-2066. 

Lawn & Garden

CRaFts MaN 
GaRDeN tRaCto R 
18h.p., 44 inch deck with 48 
inch blade, wheel weights and 
chains. Needs work, AS IS 
$300. Call 989-271-9272.

Campers & t railers

2002 MoNtaNa 
5tH WHeel

 2955RL. Excellent condition, 
new awning, new tires, 
2 slides. One owner. 

Reduced price, 
$12,000/best. 
810-266-4400. www.tctimes.com

‘‘The media sensa-
tionalizes the private 
comments of a racist 
sports team owner, but 

ignores the 
blatant lies, 
chronic cor-
ruption and 
daily deceit of 
the president 

of the United States. 
That’s treason.”

‘‘Ask yourself, do 
you ever look 
at our presi-
dent without 
considering 
the color of 
his skin? If 

not, you are part of the 
problem.”

‘‘The new 
cable box 
and all the 
wires are 
ridiculous. 
Complete 

disregard for the cus-
tomer, as always.”

‘‘Thanks Charter, 
I paid a guy $300 to 

mount my 
big screen 
on the wall 
and hide the 
cables. The 
HD box and 

cables are now all over 
the place.”

tctimes.com

ONLINE
COMMENTS

810-771-TEXT
(8398)

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE

HOT LINE OF 
THE WEEK

‘‘Do school buses 
really need to come 
to a full stop at all RR 
crossings? Wasn’t that 
passed back when 
there were no flashing 
lights at RR tracks? 
What a waste of fuel 
and time.’’

Weekend 
SUNDAY EDITION

SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 2014VOL. 21 NO. XXII

LINDEN NATIVE 
NOW A NAVAL 

AVIATOR

PAGE 9A:

2012 & 2013 NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

$1.00

INSIDE LIFESTYLE SECTION

7 worst things you 
can do to your lawn

PAGE 3A

What’s on your 
bucket list?

State profits 
$6.8 million 
from medical 
marijuana 
uOverall number of 
registered cardholders 
declining since 2012 
By William Axford
axford@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  The  state  of  Michigan 
raked  in $10.8 million dur-
ing  2013  through  the  state 
medical marijuana program. 
  With  $4  million  in  ex-
penses,  medical  marijuana 
provided  a  $6.8  million 
boost  to  the  state  finances, 
according  to a Jan. 1, 2014 
report on medical marijuana 
in Michigan filed to the state 
Licensing  and  Regulatory 
Affairs (LARA) department. 
  Last  year’s  profits  are 
slightly  higher  than  2012, 
when  the  state  generated 
$6.2 million in revenue from 
medical marijuana. 
  As part of the 2008 Michi-
gan Medical Marihuana Act 
See MARIJUANA on 21A

uProperty dispute 
escalates to gunfire
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
  Gregory  Johnson,  46,  of 
Fenton was charged with three 
felonies on Thursday in con-
nection to a shooting that took 

place on Monday in Fenton.
  Fenton  police  and  depu-
ties with the Genesee County 
Sheriff’s  Department  re-
sponded to a home in the 800 
block of North LeRoy Street 
at approximately 12:50 p.m. 
on a report of a shooting. 
  Police Chief Rick Aro said 

an ongoing dispute between 
neighbors escalated to where 
one of the neighbors allegedly 
shot the other. The chief said 
police  were  made  aware  of 
past  disputes  over  lot  lines, 
pets and yard maintenance. 
  Johnson  is  charged  with 
shooting his 43-year-old neigh-

bor in his own yard over a lawn 
mowing dispute. Aro said one 
shot was fired from Johnson’s 
registered  .380-caliber  semi 
automatic handgun, striking the 
neighbor  in  the  hip  area.  Aro 
added  that  Johnson  carries  a 
concealed pistol license (CPL). 

See SHOOTING on 21A Gregory Johnson

Fenton man could face life in prison if convicted of shooting neighbor

uEasier to share, more news, 
photos, videos, cleaner look
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
  Scroll through vivid photos of The Laun-
dry’s rooftop, where 15,000 very busy hon-
eybees now reside. Tap the photo for details 
on what’s happening at that moment.
  Watch the security video footage of a semi truck 
slamming into the Rockman & Sons Publishing 
building at the Tri-County Times complex. 

See MOBILE APP on 19A

Times unveils quicker, sleeker, mobile app 

Area schools sending 889 grads out into the world

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Fenton High School graduates practice the recessional (leaving the auditorium after graduation) and the 
processional (entering the auditorium prior to awarding of diploma) on Thursday morning. Grads spent 
the day trying on their caps and gowns, having their official class photo taken and rehearsing for their 
Sunday graduation ceremony. Fenton will graduate 293 students. See story on page 23A

While many people still enjoy reading their 
Tri-County Times newspaper, many are 
enjoying the fact that the Times’ mobile site 
contains everything the newspaper has to 
offer, plus much more.

ON PAGE 1B

Where to and where 
not to travel this summer

Generation gap 
wider than ever
uPew study confirms major differences 
among four current generations
By William Axford
axford@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  The people of yesteryear were hardworking, consid-
erate and disciplined. Younger generations are spoiled, 
lazy and incapable of taking care of themselves.
  At least that is the opinion of many   of the Baby 
Boomer generation (born 1946 to 1964) and Gen Xers 
(born 1965 to 1980) when evaluating Millennials (born 
1981 to the early 2000s) and Generation Z (born after 
mid-2000s). Of course, there generally is a bias when 
viewing your own generation versus others, as Fenton 
City Councilman Scott Grossmeyer admits.

See GENERATIONS on 10A

VIEW FULL COLOR, 
DIGITAL VERSIONS OF THE PAPER AT 

TCTIMES.COM

ezReaD

tctimes.com

r ead Then 

r ecycle
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Sidewalks • Porches • Patios 
Retaining Walls • Powerwashing

248-396-3317

McDonald’s Brick 
Paving and r epair

brick Paving

Handyman

HaNDYMaN
MIKe

All types of home improvements
Give me a call, I do it all!
810-964-9559

t he ZEN at WOr k

Since 1979 - Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Doors, Windows, Floors, 
Walls, Decks, Siding, 
Electrical & Plumbing.

Handicap r etrofit/r amps.

810-624-0164

Home & 
Building 
r epair

We Fix What’s Broken!

Home
Improvement

HOlt sl ANDER  
& sON’s  

tREE sERVicE l l c
Fast & aFFordable
• Tree trimming & removal
• Stump & brush removal
• Lot clearing
• Licensed & insured
• Free estimates

(810) 280-8963

tree service

Owner

Michael W. Smith
Cell (810) 962-6427
Home (810) 208-7589

Serving Fenton & surrounding areas
Licensed & Insured

Smitty’s
Lawn & Tree

Service
Tree Trimming & Removal

Stump Grinding
Spring & Fall Clean-Up

Brush Clean-Up

Windows & Doors
Gutters & Downspouts

Free Estimates • Senior Discounts
Residential/Commercial 

Licensed/Insured • 30+ yrs. exp.

810.423.5813
bentl eyhomeimpRoVements.net

beNtl eY
HoMe IMPRoVeMeNts

 Full seRVice  
Roo Fing comp any

NO sAles  GiMMiCKs, HONesT, 
AFFOr DABle Pri CiNG!

Roofing

roofing
WHIte&so Ns

810-691-9266

gutters

siding repair

FAMiLy oWNeD coMpANy

“Lets protect your Home”

Licensed & insured
26+ years exp.

the problem solver
fair • Honest • prompt

FRee est IMates

D&s stuMP 
GRINDING

Specializing in 
removal of unsightly 

stumps & roots 
from your lawn

n Small yard accessible
n Free estimates
n Insured

(810) 730-7262
(810) 629-9215

Nails

810-735-4646

Specializing in Small Loads
1-5 yards

Dave’s Trucking

30+ Years 
Experience

sAND, st ONE, 
tOPsO il & Mulc H 

DEli VERED

shoreline seawalls
Locally owned and operated.

Call Gus for an estimate

810-629-8820

www.shorelineseawalls.com

seawalls

sand & Gravel

Plumbing, Painting, Drywall, 
Roofing and Siding Repair.

call 810-629-6729 
or 810-241-4192.

handyman

stump Grinding

• Shut-ins • Seniors • Bridal Parties 
• Lunch Hour Office Manicures 

• Pedicure Parties • Acrylic Fills • Repairs
...much more!

Lisa • 810-282-8642

MANICURIST
travelingTHe

servicedirectory
TRI-COUNTY

SERVICE COUPON BODY SHOP COUPONSERVICE COUPON SERVICE COUPON

Please present at write up.
Expires 8-27-14. FPTCT

Please present at write up.
Expires 8-27-14. FPTCT

*with parts of equal quality. Please present at 
write up. Expires 8-27-14. FPTCT

BRING IN ANY  
SERVICE/REPAIR ESTIMATE 
FROM ANY OTHER FACILITY

WE’LL BEAT
ANYBODY BY 

5%

WE’LL MATCH ANY COMPETITORS COUPONS
SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT ONLINE AT WWW.CANEVER.COM AND CLICK ON THE SERVICE TAB

3000 Owen Rd. @ US-23 in Fenton 
Toll Free 1-855-388-0328

www.canever.com
SERVICE HOURS
Monday: 7am - 8pm 
Tues - Fri: 7am - 6pm 
Saturday: 8am - 2pm 
Sunday: CLOSED

Good up to $100 off.Please present at write up. 
Expires 8-27-14. FPTCT

YOUR INSURANCE 
DEDUCTIBLE

$100
OFF

WIPER BLADES
FREE INSTALLATION!

$5
OFF

WE’LL BEAT ANY COMPETITOR BY 5%
• Tire Stores • Repair Facilities • Dealerships 
• National Tire/Automotive Repair Chains

HONEST, CARING, 
KNOWLEDGEABLE, 
PROFESSIONAL 
STAFF

VIC CANEVER IS YOUR RECALL EXPERTS
FOR CHEVROLET, BUICK, GMC, PONTIAC & SATURN

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

FREE: Car wash with every service
FREE: Coffee, donuts, popcorn
FREE: Exceptional Customer Service
FREE: Service Engine Soon Light Scan

ALWAYS FREE THE BEST BODY SHOP AROUND!
“My vehicle was damaged in an accident and Matt Plew’s body shop 
crew did a super job on the repair. Looked better than new!”  -Keith A. 

“We were very satisfied with the service and with Matt Plew and Teresa 
Kotalik of the body shop. We would highly recommend Vic Canever to 
anyone.”  -Frank S.

ANY OF THESE SERVICES INSTANTLY
ALIGNMENTS,  
SPARK PLUGS,  

ALL 4X4 SERVICES,  
COOLANT & TRANS SERVICES,

FUEL SYSTEM SERVICE,
A/C SERVICES

$10 OFF

• Personalized Pre-Planning available
• Accepting Pre-Arrangements  

from other funeral homes
• Securing costs
• Offering Veteran’s Discount  

on pre arrangements
• Medicaid Specialist

Family Funeral Home 
500 Main St. • Fenton

TemrowskiT
www.temrowskifamilyfuneralhome.com

810-629-2533   
500 Main St. • Fenton

Pre-Planning for Peace of Mind
for you and your Family
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gent so dangerous before it’s too late. 
Based on the best-selling book series 
by Veronica Roth. PG-13, 2 hr. 19 min.

need For speed
The story chronicles a 
near-impossible cross-
country race against 
time-one that begins as 
a mission for revenge, 
but proves to be one 
of redemption. In a last 
attempt to save his 

struggling garage, blue-collar mechan-
ic Tobey Marshall (Aaron Paul)-who 
with his team skillfully builds and races 
muscle cars on the side-reluctantly 
partners with wealthy, arrogant ex-
NASCAR driver Dino Brewster (Domi-
nic Cooper). Just as a major sale to 
car broker Julia Bonet (Imogen Poots) 
looks like it will save the business, a 
disastrous, unsanctioned race results 
in Dino framing Tobey for manslaugh-
ter.PG-13, 2 hr. 10 min.

Answer in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

Crossword Puzzle

dvd releases

$5.00 t icket S ever yday
Rate valid for most movies. All Day Tuesday• Mon, 
Wed and Thurs before 6 pm • Fri-Sun before noon. 
$5.00 rate not valid on Real D 3D, IMAX or 12:05am 

shows. Real D 3D films additional $2.00.

Online tickets and showtimes

ShOwt iMeS: 810-695-5000
1 Mile N. of I-75 on Holly Rd. in Grand Blanc

NcG tri LLiu M ciNeMaS
www.NcGmovies.com

divergenT
Divergent is a thrilling 
action-adventure film 
set in a world where 
people are divided into 
distinct factions based 
on human virtues. Tris 
Prior (Shailene Wood-
ley) is warned she is 

Divergent and will never fit into any 
one group. When she discovers a 
conspiracy by a faction leader (Kate 
Winslet) to destroy all Divergents, Tris 
must learn to trust in the mysterious 
Four (Theo James) and together they 
must find out what makes being Diver-

wednesday sudoku

Answer in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

wednesday Jumble

Answer in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

Dear  Dr . r OaCH: We recently lost a 
dear relative to cholangiocarcinoma. He 
had served in the Navy in Vietnam. The 
probable cause of his cancer was from a 
parasite, a river fluke, which is common 
to that region. The diagnosis came way 
too late to save his life. Are there any 
current tests available? — J.A.E.

aNSWer : I am sorry to hear about your 
relative. Cholangiocarcinoma is cancer of 
the bile duct, a rare cancer. Liver flukes are 
a risk factor, and so is a condition called 
primary sclerosing cholangitis, a condition 
associated with ulcerative colitis. The cancer 
is rare but highly lethal, because by the time 
symptoms show up, the cancer usually is 
advanced. Also because of its rarity, screen-
ing for the cancer in a general population 
won’t be effective. However, for people at 
high risk, such as those with PSC or a his-
tory of liver parasites, at least one study has 
shown that screening with a blood test (CA 
19-9, CEA) or by endoscopy can be effec-
tive. It would be reasonable to speak with the 
expert taking care of this problem, usually a 
gastroenterologist, about screening.

Good Health
KeitH roacH, M.d.

king
features

Close three 
apps at once
Need to force-close multiple 
apps fast? At the risk of 
looking like you’re clawing at 
your phone, you can close 
up to three apps at once by 
swiping up with three fingers.

Tip provided by cnet.com
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one step at a time
your first dance as husband & 
wife is one to remember.
Gliding rhythmically around 
the reception dance floor will 
display your love in a very 
memorable way.

• Five Private Dance Lessons
• One Group Lesson Series
• Five Zumba Fitness® Classes

• Ten Private Dance Lessons
• Two Group Lesson Series
• Ten Zumba Fitness® Classes

• Fifteen Private Dance Lessons
• Choreography of your 1st Dance
• Three Group Lesson Series
• Two 45-minute Semi-Private 

Lessons for the Bridal Party
• Thirty Zumba Fitness® Classes
• Rehearsal Time (no instruction)
• Performance at a Studio 

Dance Party

• Twenty-five Private Dance 
Lessons

• Choreography of your 1st Dance
• Four Group Lesson Series
• Three 45-minute Semi-Private 

Lessons for the Bridal Party
• Sixty Zumba Fitness® Classes
• Rehearsal Time (no instruction)
• Performance at a Studio 

Dance Party

Start Two Months  
Prior to Wedding Date

Start Three Months  
Prior to Wedding Date

Start Four Months  
Prior to Wedding Date

Start Six Months  
Prior to Wedding Date

THE THE THE THE 

PACkAg E

FOur  g r EAT PACkAg ES TO CHOOSE Fr Om 

PACkAg E PACkAg E PACkAg E

IT'S NEVER To o  EARLY To

Visit our website to sign up for our 
email blasts and to find a link to our 

Facebook page!
www.chassefenton.com

3180 W. silver lake rd. Fenton
810.750.1360

start your Journey to
 Dancing success!


