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  When you have decided  to put  your 

house  on  the  market,  the  first  question 

on your mind is likely, “How much is my 

house worth?” 

  Setting a price for your prope
rty isn’t as 

simple as it sounds. You’ll want to work 

with  a  Realtor  who  knows  the  market 

and can set a realistic price based on the 

market, comparable sales in the area and 

your home’s own  features  and “selling 

points.”
  The price you decide upon has to stand 

the test of not only a potential buyer, but 

also  the  lender  that will  loan money to 

the buyer for the purchase. 

There are two tools for determining 

the value of your home:

  A  Comparative  Market  Analysis 

(CMA) will determine the current market 

value so you can choose the listing price 

where your home will  sell quickly and 

for the highest amount possible. 

  The  information will  come  from  the 

Multiple Listing Service (MLS), where 

brokers and their agents pool information 

on  listed  properties  for  sale.  The  MLS 

also contains sold data, historical trends 

and property tax roll data.

  The CMA  includes houses  that have 

been recently sold and homes for sale in 

your  immediate  neighborhood  that  are 

most similar to your home in appearance, 

features  and  general  price  range.  Once 

the price  has  been  set  and  you  have  a 

prospective  buyer,  the  bank  will  order 

Market analysis and 

appraisals ?
an appraisal when the buyer applies for 

a loan. The biggest calculator is the price 

per square foot of sold comparables,” said
 

Scott Meyers, of RE/MAX Platinum in 

Fenton.
  The difference between a CMA and an 

appraisal is tha
t the appraisal 

is performed 

by a licensed appraiser, not a real estate 

agent. Even though the appraiser is hired 

by the bank, the appraiser has no vested 

interest in the transaction.

  The appraisal is designed to protect the 

bank so that it doesn’t loan more money 

on a property than it is worth.

  The  appraiser  will  visit  your  home 

and  compare  it  to  other  similar  homes 

based  on  square  footage,  finishes,  age, 

condition,  location and more. The data 

collected will be compared  to property 

tax records and properties that have re-

cently been sold, as well as sales trends 

to determine the arc of prices up or down. 

Appraisers also use information from the 

local MLS.

  What happens if an appraisal comes in 

lower than the asking price of the home? 

The bank won’t loan the money for the 

home, and the seller will likely reduce the 

price for the buyer. The buyer also has the 

option of coming up with the difference 

out of pocket,” said Meyers. “It happens 

more often on waterfront property.”

  One thing is for certain: no home will 

sell for more than it’s worth in any market. 

If you price your home based on the infor-

mation suggested by the CMA, chances 

are good that the buyer’s appraisal will 

support the sales price.

what’s the difference

Both help determine  

the value of a property,  

but for different purposes
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CLASSIFIEDS         HOMES/REALESTATE

• Rates as low as  1.99% APR*

• No application fee

• 10 minute auto loan pre-approval**

• Delay your first payment for 90 days!***

   (Annual Percentage Rate)

Finance Your ride TodaY!*

(800) 748-0451 • www.FinancialPlusFCU.org

*Equal Oppportunity Lender. Rate as low 

as 1.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) 

and is subject to change.  Rate valid as 

of 6/24/14.  Rates, terms, and conditions 

are subject to change and may vary based 

on creditworthiness, qualifications, and 

collateral conditions.  All loans subject to 

approval.  Maximum term 84 months. See 

Credit Union for full details.

**10 minute pre-approval during normal 

business hours only. Must apply and qualify 

for pre-approval.

***Offer ends September 30, 2014. Offer 

subject to approval. Approved applicants 

will have the option to delay first payment 

for 90 days. By delaying your first payment, 

you may extend the maturity date. Credit 

insurance coverage you have on this loan 

does not cover any deferred payment. 

Interest will accrue during 90-day period 

therefore your final payment may increase.

Apply today* at financialplusfcu.org/loans_autos.php

AMOUNT FINANCED

TOTAL OF PAYMENTS

The amount you will have paid after you have made all payments as scheduled
MONTHLY PAYMENT 

for 60 months

.....................
.....................

.....................
..........

$10,500.00

.....................
.....................

.....................
..........

$11,039.73.....................
.....................

.....................
.................

$184.00
The amount of credit provided to you or on your behalf

FINANCE CHARGE

The dollar amount the credit will cost you
.....................

.....................
.....................

.................
$539.73

Financing ExamplE: 1.99% apR at 60 months.*
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You’ve moved, 
now what?

HORSERADISH, 3A

You either love or 
hate this ‘ugly brother’ 
condiment

SOUTH MANITOU
ISLAND, 1B

A remote part of 
Sleeping Bear Dunes 

National Park

‘‘Does anyone have a 
good photo of 
Linden’s lost 
downtown? I 
would love to 
look at a mural 
of the old 

downtown every day.”

‘‘So there is an ordi-
nance for barking dogs, 
but the idiot kids down 

the block can 
legally fire 
off exploding 
rockets and 
M-80s at 11:30 
at night? What 

am I missing? It doesn’t 
make any sense.”

‘‘Why are you so 
certain that the psycholo-
gist – or proctologist – is 
a man?”

‘‘Could someone 
look back at some old 

issues of the 
Times and tell 
us what the 
original finish 
date of the 
Cornerstone 

building was? If the exact 
date isn’t available, just 
give the year.”

‘‘To the person who 
insulted the psycholo-

gist who took 
the time to 
shed light on 
a complex 
question, why 
do you assume 

it was a man? I can safely 
say that you are a woman, 
based on your Hot line. Tit 
for tat, honey.”

tctimes.com

ONLINE
COMMENTS

HOT LINE OF 
THE WEEK

‘‘This is for the hot-
liner who quoted from the 
bible. Here’s a quote for 
you: ‘Better to keep quiet 
and be thought a fool than 
to open your mouth and 
remove all doubt.’’

810-771-TEXT
(8398)

TEXT 
YOUR 

HOT LINE

Weekend 
SUNDAY EDITION

$1.00

Gas prices down, 
likely to rise by 
Labor Day
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  If you haven’t  taken your 
road trip yet this summer, you 
might want to take advantage 
of  lower gas prices now be-
fore they swing up again.

See GAS on 17A

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | FILE PHOTO

This weekend, gas prices 
will be down to an average 
of $3.59, down $.09 cents 
from last week.

By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  To  local  artist  Gregg  Bugala, 
painting murals  on  buildings  and 
walls is like being on stage. 
  “I like working big,” said Bugala, 
54, a graduate of Lake Fenton High 
School and Western Michigan Uni-
versity with a bachelor of fine arts 
degree. “I like the attention. I’m a 
bit of a rebel at heart.”
  Many  of Bugala’s murals  have 
become  landmarks  in  the  Fenton 
community. 

See MURAL on 11A

By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
  When sheriff’s department div-
ers search in Lake Fenton for cars 
— or missing people —  they’ll 
often search by feel, because vis-
ibility is only a couple feet.
  Because of this, Maj. Phil Hart 
of the Genesee County Sheriff’s 
Department  is glad he does not 
have  to  dive  for work. He’s  an 

experienced recreational diver, but having to search for 
the bodies of missing people could ruin that for him.

See DIVE TEAMS on 15A

They’re 
kind of 
unsung 
heroes, if 
you will.
Maj. Phil Hart
Genesee County 
Sheriff ’s Department

‘‘
’’

Understanding 
confusing 
Proposal 1
uVoters to decide 
on controversial 
tax change   
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
  As voters head to the polls 
on Tuesday  for  the Primary 
Election, in addition to local 
and statewide races, residents 
across Michigan will be vot-
ing on Proposal 1. 
See PROPOSAL 1 on 13A

Go to tctimes.com 
for audio and written 

explanation of Proposal 1

Dive teams deal with dangerous, murky water when searching for bodies 

TIMES FILE PHOTO 

Many searches in 
local lakes are joint 

operations. In July 
2012, the Michigan 

State Police scanned 
for a missing person, 

and the Genesee 
Sheriff’s Department 

extracted the body, 
similar to the cir-

cumstances with the 
fisherman last week.

uMissing Flushing man was found in 43 feet of water

Mural, mural on the wall...

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Gregg Bugala of Fenton Township works on a section of the 2,000-square-foot mural of the old Durand 
“Diamond District” he’s painting in downtown Durand. He guesses he has 50 hours in so far, and 
will be done in less than two weeks. It’s the biggest mural he’s done in his 20-year career. (Below) 
Bugala closed the sidewalk for pedestrian safety.

Fenton Township artist paints ‘larger than life’

I approve of 
it. It adds color to 

the town, rather than 
just tans, taupes 

and grays.
Gregg Bugala

Mural artist

‘‘
’’

What does mural artist
Gregg Bugala think of the mural 

recently painted on the side 
of Linden City Hall?
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ON PAGE 3A:

ARE YOU A 
CAT PERSON 

OR A DOG 
PERSON?
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THIS WEEK’S OPEN HOUSES!
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BYRON
15353 Longfellow Drive

Just in time for summer fun! 
This large 3 bedroom 3 bath ranch 

sits on over 1.5 acres. 
Enjoy boating and swimming in 

Myers Lake during the day and beautiful 
sunsets in the evening. 

Lower level walk out comes with 
a full bath and kitchenette; 

great for entertaining. 
$269,900

Call Mark Goldsworthy 810-955-3736

GRAND BLANC
6097 Wilderness Pointe

New carpet and fresh paint throughout this 
beautiful ranch home located in the 

Maple Pointe sub in the Grand Blanc school 
district. Bright & welcoming open floor plan 

with lots of windows. 3 bedrooms and 
2 full baths on main level. You will find a  

large family room, 4th bedroom and 3rd full 
bath in the walkout basement giving you a 

total of 2200 sq. ft. of space!! 
$159,900

Call Patrik Welty 810-750-2300

LINDEN
 16354 Waterview Lane

Home on Lobdell Lake with beautiful views 
of the sunsets every night. Seawall and sandy 
beach ready for summer fun. Master suite with 

view of the lake to wake up to, also master 
bath. Nice size living room. Dining room with 

fireplace. Still time to enjoy the summer! Seller 
has installed a dry system in crawl that has 
a transferable warrantee. Invisible fence and 

generator is included with sale of house. 
$329,900

Call Donna Fraidenburg 810-845-1971 

GAINES
9055 Ray Road, 

Two story home with finished lower level 
walk out. Home is 2x6 construction, 

large living room with deck overlooking 
backyard. Master bedroom and bath with 

walk in closet. First floor laundry 
and nice size entry. 

Two car garage fully insulated.
 $182,000

Call Donna Fraidenburg 810-845-1971

ROSE TOWNSHIP
1195 Baker Road

Secluded setting on almost 
10 beautiful, rolling, treed acres 

can be your “UP North” paradise. 
Beautifully maintained 4 bedroom home 
with panoramic views of the pond and 
woods. Updated kitchen and bath and 

freshly painted throughout. 
Located just minutes from 

downtown Fenton.
 $239,900

Call Shelia Rhoades 810-348-7357

FENTON
1244 Crystal Pointe Circle

Spacious home includes first floor master, 
bath and laundry room. 

Bright eat-in kitchen, large living room 
with fireplace and skylights. Powder room 

for guests on main level. 
Fully finished walkout basement adds a large 

fire lit family room, bedroom, full bath and 
office. Gorgeous 2 tiered deck 

and attached 2 car garage. 
 $148,500

Call Patrik Welty 810-750-2300

FENTON
117 N. Adelaide Street

Park sized lot, 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths. 
Grand older home in superior location 
in downtown Fenton. Offers beautiful 
woodwork, large rooms and nice high 

ceilings. 1st floor laundry, lots of storage 
and an enclosed front porch.  Well insulated 
attached garage with heat and workshop.   

$164,900
Call Shelia Rhoades 810-348-7357

OWOSSO
715 N Saginaw

Fantastic home, new Allure Vinyl flooring, 
freshly painted inside, 90+ High Efficiency 

furnace, all new carpeting, 2 Full baths 
updated. First floor laundry room. Large 
covered cement back porch. New roof & 
exterior painting. Beautiful brick natural 

fireplace in LR. Extra large dining room & eat-
in kitchen for table. Cabinets freshly painted. 

This is must see. 
$44,444

Call Sue Fleming 989-627-0481

FENTON
707 Elmwood Drive

If you need a little space, this is for you! 
Large home on a beautiful double corner 

lot in the city! Well maintained 
with coved ceilings, hardwood floors. 

4 or 5 bedrooms, 2 full baths 
on main level, 1 and 1/2 baths
 in partially finished basement. 

Oversized 2+ car garage with plenty of work 
space and a fenced yard. Move in ready! 

 $137,900
Call Shelia Rhoades 810-348-7357

TOWNSHIP
18500 Old Hickory Lane 

If you want a private up north setting, 
this is it! Well maintained berm style energy 

efficient home with newer Anderson 
windows, roof and well. Enjoy the wild life 
from the large deck overlooking the two 

ponds and wooded areas. Large pole barn, 
insulated and heated is a man’s dream. 
All this situated on 10 beautiful acres just 

minutes from downtown Fenton! 
 $234,900

Call Shelia Rhoades 810-348-7357

SWARTZ CREEK
11203 Lennon Road

Come to the country to see this sprawling 
ranch. This 3 bedroom 2 bath home has over 

1700 sq ft of living space including a fire lit 
family room, living room, and convenient first 

floor laundry. Home has neutral décor and 
all appliances stay. All this and more on over 

1 acre.  
$109,900

Call Patrik Welty 810-750-2300

VASSAR
831 W Oak Street

A bundle of recent updates plus man 
cave!** Updates include carpet, 

full kitchen remodel, attic insulation and 
a brand new 96% efficiency furnace! 

Huge finished basement with wet bar & half 
bath (needs toilet only) could make this 

the ultimate hang-out to entertain friends & 
family or man cave to hang out with the guys. 

Great location! Walking distance to quaint 
downtown Vassar, schools & parks make this 

one you don’t want to miss! All appliances 
included with full price offer. 

$62,500
Call Kevin Usealman 810-965-6552

FENTON
11178 Tyrone Trail

Stunning home located on 
a perfectly manicured 1.35 acre lot with 

in-ground pool & huge private yard. 
Prime cul de sac location in the Hills of 
Tyrone. All of the requisite amenities are 

here: 2 Story Great Room w/fireplace, Dining 
Room, spacious kitchen opening to Nook & 

Great Room. 4 Bedrooms including a 
1st floor master bedroom suite w/walk-in 

closet, shower & garden tub. 
Finished LL w/home theater room, 

office, den & exercise room.  
$369,900

Call Ann Hernandez-Gabler 248-240-2272

FENTON
845 N. Leroy

Paradise in the city! 
Make this bungalow your 

Home Sweet Home. River frontage on 
the Shiawassee! Beautiful lot and well 

maintained home. Nice original woodwork, 
spacious rooms, Michigan room for 

those summer evenings and 
close to all the downtown activities. 

Don’t miss this one! 
 $114,900

Call Shelia Rhoades 810-348-7357

SPRAWLIN
G

RANCH

LINDEN
13263 Linden Road, 

Open floor plan on this ranch setting on one 
acre with 1631 sq. ft. Master bed and bath, 

large kitchen with island open to living room. 
First floor laundry & two car garage w/opener.  

$92,900
Call Donna Fraidenburg 810-845-1971

OPEN SUNDAY
1-3pm

OPEN SUNDAY
1-3pm

OPEN SUNDAY
1-3pm

FENTON
2386 Crane

Build your dream home 
on Lake Fenton. 

One of the few remaining 
lakefront lots available.  

Prime area on Crane’s Cove. 
Beautiful lakefront property 

with an eastern border offering 
privacy 

and nature! 
 $385,000

Call Ann Hernandez-Gabler 248-240-2272

Experienced Agents
Exceptional Service

526 N. LeRoy • Fenton
810-629-1511

LEGACY REALTY
PROFESSIONALS, INC.

www.LegacyRealtyPros.com
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POLICE TRY TO
IDENTIFY CAR THIEF
At 1:45 a.m. on July 21, Linden 
police learned there had been a 
rollover crash on Sharp Road in 
Fenton Township and the license 
plate on the now unoccupied 
Buick Regal was registered to 
a Linden couple. Linden police 
made contact with the residents 
at their home on Creekwood 
Circle. The residents said they 
last saw their car at about mid-
night and the keys were inside. 
There were tire tracks across 
their lawn. Police are attempting 
to identify the suspect who stole 
and crashed their car, causing 
heavy damage. 

USED CAR MISSING
FROM LOT
On July 30, Fenton police re-
sponded to an auto dealership 
on Owen Road to investigate a 
missing vehicle from its used car 
lot. Police Chief Rick Aro said 
the manager reported they were 
unable to locate a 2003 Chevy 
Monte Carlo, blue with gray 
pinstripes. The car was last seen 
a couple of weeks ago. The car 
was entered into LEIN as stolen. 

See POLICE on 12A

uHow to tell the 
difference between 
feline fanatics and 
canine connoisseurs
By Yvonne Stegall
ystegall@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 If you enjoy pets, it is likely at 
some point in life you have been 
asked if you are a dog person or 
a cat person. If not, then it will 
happen eventually. 
  Scientific  studies  have  actu-
ally  shown  that  there  are  dif-
ferences between those people 
who  consider  themselves  cat 
people  and  those who  are  dog 
people. 
  Ball  State  University  did  a 
study in which they surveyed pet 
owners about their personalities and pet ownership. The results of this study showed 
that people believe that their own personalities are similar to those of their pets. 
  Sixty-two percent of homes have at least one pet in them. Approximately 86 million 
people own cats, and 78 million own dogs. 

See DOG/CAT on 14A

uYou either love 
or hate this ‘ugly 
brother’ condiment
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  You either love it or you hate it, and 
one national restaurant chain has built 
its reputation on it.
  Horseradish  is a “cousin”  to other 
strong-flavored  perennial  plants  in 
the  Brassicaceae  family,  including 
mustard, wasabi, broccoli and cabbage. 
It’s also considered “the ugly brother” 
of  the  condiment world —  ketchup, 
mustard and mayonnaise.
  Today,  horseradish  is  known  as  a 
flavorful  accompaniment  for  beef, 
chicken  and  seafood,  and  “horsey 
sauce”  (in which  horseradish  is  one 
ingredient) has become  synonymous 
with  Arby’s  roast  beef  sandwiches. 
However,  this  3,000-year-old  plant 

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | SALLY RUMMEL

A giant jar of horseradish is ready 
to spice up a hot corned beef sand-
wich at the dining table of Mark and 
Sally Rummel at Walden’s Lounge 
last Wednesday night.

Got the ‘hots’ for horseradish?

has also been used as an aphrodisiac, 
a treatment for rheumatism and a bitter 
herb for Passover Seders, according to 
the Horseradish Information Council.
  If you’re not prepared for it, horse-
radish can bring tears to your eyes and 
a  burning  sensation  to  your  throat. 
That’s  because when  you  eat  horse-
radish, your body heat evaporates the 
compound  in  the  plant  called  Allyl 
Isothiocyante,  and  it  travels up your 
nose and throat passages as a gas. The 
nervous system responds by stimulat-
ing mucus glands in the nasal passages 

See HORSERADISH on 5A

Are you a cat person or a dog person?

TRI-COUNTY TIMES
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Cat person, Lara Pitt-
man, Assistant Cat In-
take Manager at Adopt-
A-Pet, with Traveler.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES
YVONNE STEGALL

Dog person, Tara Sikor-
ski, volunteer at Adopt-A-
Pet, with Bear.

VOTE
TUES., AUGUST 5TH

YES
Paid for by Friends of Public Transportation, P.O. Box 920, Flint, MI 48501

Mass Transportation Authority
Millage Renewal of Services

VOTE YES and keep Genesee 
County moving forward.

Over 6.2 million riders
depended on MTA Flint’s public transportation services last year.



4A    Sunday, August 3, 2014  WEEKEND TIMES tctimes.com

By Foster Childs

KingIf I Were

A FAMOUS REPORTER said, ‘the world 
is in a mess.’ That is a good description. 
The world is in a mess.



GOD’S WORD CLEARLY tells us that 
homosexuality is an abomination to him. 
Can you confidently stand before God 
at the judgment and say you were made 
that way?



IF GLOBAL WARMING is taking away 
the habitat of polar bears, they can 
always move to Fenton.



I AM IN the mental health field and I 
agree with the psychologist on the in-
nate determining factor regarding sexual 
habits. If you dig deep enough, you will 
always end up at the father’s door. This 
is true even when the father is absent, or 
even unknown.



IN A COLLEGE paper, Obama blamed 
the USA for past conflicts, including war 
with Mexico, war with Spain, WWI and 
II, Korea, Vietnam, etc. We should not 
be involved in world affairs and use the 
money saved for entitlements.



I HAVE FOUND that when reading the 
hot lines I too generally visualize the sub-
mitter as either male or female based on 
the content. Here’s the formula: The intel-
ligent ones are female, and the stupid 
ones are male. It’s that easy.



A HUGE THANK you to the gentleman 
at the Walmart checkout on Sunday who 
surprised me by paying for my purchas-
es. I was too flustered to realize your 
kindness at the time. Thank you and I will 
pass your kindness on. God bless you.



IT HAS BEEN more than seven years 
since Linden’s Union Block building was 
destroyed by fire and there is nothing 
in downtown Linden to memorialize it. 
A mural of this historic landmark would 
have been a better choice, for the side of 
Linden City Hall. Let’s honor our past.



MUSLIM’S QURAN STATES that if you 
are not a Muslim, you are an infidel and 
must be killed. Whereas our Lord tells 
us to love all... Christianity — love and 
compassion. Muslim — kill unbelievers. 
Whom do you want as a president?



WHILE WALKING DOWNTOWN Fenton, 
there was a young couple in front of me. 
Cute man and woman, holding hands 
and looking happy. Then I thought to 
myself, why must they flaunt their sexual-
ity in front of me and how am I going to 
explain their behavior to my kids (Sar-
casm).



YOUR STORY ON phone alerts missed 
the point. Am I supposed to be elated 
that our dysfunctional, lawless govern-
ment now has my cell phone number? 
The title ‘Big Brother is calling’ would 
have been more accurate.



SO PROUD OF the beautiful mural in 
Linden that depicts Linden history and 
Genesee County. It is also makes a 
statement that community members 
helped paint and contribute financially 
for supplies. Please speak up and let the 
artist know how fantastic this mural is in 
Linden.

WHO CARES IF our president is a 
Muslim? Everyone, that’s who. What 
an unbelievable statement. You must 
have a single digit IQ.



CALLING FOSTER CHILDS a hate 
monger just because you disagree 
with him makes you a hypocrite. You 
hate him for the simple reason you 
disagree with him. Look in the mirror 
to see a real hate monger.



KUDOS TO GOVERNOR Snyder on 
his support of Michigan as a right-
to-work state. Recent studies have 
confirmed that Michigan’s per capita 
income has increased much to the 
dismay of both the Democrats and 
the unions. Think the Democrats will 
figure out they are headed down the 
wrong road?



TO THE NAÏVE individual quoting the 
bible. Take a class at St. Johns then 
you will be qualified to make com-
mentary on the best selling book of 
all time.  



THE GOVERNMENT IS spying on 
millions of its own citizens and their 
allies. It really makes me ill.

 See HOT LINE throughout Times

Hot lines
All submissions,  if approved for publication, must be 50 words 
or less and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Tri-County 
Times. We reserve the right to edit for clarity, length and liability.

Submit at: tctimes.com, call 810-629-9221 
or text to 810-771-8398

Half-day kindergarten
Dear editor,
 Since 2012, when per-pupil funding 
was reduced for half-day kindergarten, 
the opportunity for families seek-
ing half-day kindergarten has nearly 
disappeared. Thankfully, Fenton Area 
Public Schools continued to offer this 
valuable program for those children 
who would benefit from it. Unfortu-
nately, we are now at risk of losing this 
opportunity. A group of concerned 
parents and community members 
has formed to work with the district as 
well as the state legislature to ensure 
that this class does not disappear. 
We are the Mid-Michigan Parents for 
Half-Day Kindergarten. We can be 
found on Facebook or by contacting 
burwell48430@aol.com. If anyone is 
looking for this class now or in future 
years, we will work with you to demon-
strate your interest to the school. Our 
petition to the legislature is available at 
our page via change.org.

Sincerely,
— Rachel Perantoni, Fenton

Mid-Michigan Parents for Half-Day Kindergarten

Letters, 150 words or less, 
must be signed and include 
a phone number. We reserve 
the right to  edit for clarity and 
liability. Letters must be writ-
ten exclusively for the Times.

Readers
write

  I feel bad for most kids today. They 
are missing out on one of the most won-
derful sensorial experiences 
in the world — the sounds of 
summer.
  When I was a kid, almost 
every home kept their doors 
and windows wide open 24 
hours a day in the summer. 
The main reason was that 
very few households had air 
conditioning and the summer 
breezes blowing through the 
screened doors and windows 
were necessary to provide re-
lief from the heat. Additional-
ly, there was little or no crime, and houses 
and lots were much smaller then, so most 
of us lived in tightly packed subdivisions 
or neighborhoods where everybody knew 
everybody, and everybody looked out for 
their neighbor and their neighborhood. 
  But, I digress. The result was that 
sounds from inside the homes could be 

heard from the outside, and sounds from 
outside the homes could be heard from 

the inside. It was a win-win 
for all involved.
  Most kids today have never 
awakened to the sound of 
birds singing and chirping 
outside their window at the 
crack of dawn. Nor have they 
ever heard a noisy milk truck 
chugging down the street, 
stopping at every home to 
place milk, butter and ice 
cream into the two-way chutes 
that nearly all homes had back 
then. Few know what the slap 

of a morning newspaper landing on the 
front porch sounds like or the hydraulic 
whine of garbage trucks stopping at every 
home. Clocks ticked, bees hummed, 
toilets flushed and babies cried. It was 
a sunrise symphony repeated each sum-
mer morning that was as comforting and 
reassuring as a mother’s voice. 

The sounds of summer   Evenings provided an even more 
entertaining cacophony. The Missouri 
twang of Ernie Harwell as he broadcast 
Detroit Tiger baseball games could be 
heard throughout the neighborhood. 
Crickets chirped and 
cicadas buzzed. Laughter 
emanated from windows 
dimly backlit by TVs. The 
riff of cards being shuffled 
at weekly euchre games. 
The inevitable bickering 
of children playing hide-
and-seek or tag. This 
ritualistic and reassuring 
din would wane as the 
sun sank in the west, 
replaced by the pop and crack of the 
streetlights coming on in concert with 
the mournful, loon-like calls of distant 
train whistles. 
  Few kids today get to experience 
the unbridled joy of those days. Far 
too many rarely venture outside their 
homes in the evening, preferring to stay 
inside, mindlessly clicking away on 
their electronic devices, watching inane 

television shows or listening to music 
wearing earbuds, oblivious to the opus 
of life taking place outside. 
  Nowadays, it is not uncommon for 
neighbors who have lived next door to 

each other for years to 
hardly know one another. 
Bigger yards and big-
ger homes are partially 
responsible for some of 
this anomaly, compound-
ed by over-protective 
parents and a loss of the 
neighborhood comrade-
ship that existed innately 
on every block a mere 
two generations ago. 

  It’s a shame that so many kids are 
missing these magical summer sounds. 
For me, they epitomize the best of a won-
derful childhood where we didn’t have 
much, but wanted for nothing.
  The sounds of summer — they’re still 
out there, we just need to listen. 

Opinions offered in If I Were King are the author’s alone and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of the Tri-County Times or its staff. E-mail the King 
at king@tctimes.com. Some information reprinted from the Internet.

“Visit my son in Tennes-
see, go to Mackinac Island, 
go on the boat with my son 
on Silver Lake and finish 
editing my book.”

— Christine Shrive, Linden

“Take our boat up 
north to Tawas. We just 
bought a pontoon this 
year.”

— Donna Schneider
Fenton Township

“Get some warm 
weather. I want to go 
boating.”

— Michael Elliott 
Linden

“Go to the beach. I like 
to go to Silver Lake.”

— Mike Millmine
Fenton 

“Take a boat trip to the 
inland waterway with 
my friends and family.”

— Carmen Watkins
Roscommon 

 “Learn how to surf. I 
want to surf in Califor-
nia.”

— Hannah Curran
Fenton

street talkWhat do you still want to do this summer?
Compiled by Torrey Christopher, intern

When I was a kid, 
almost every home 
kept their doors and 
windows wide open 
24 hours a day in 
the summer.

‘‘

’’
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By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
  Funeral services  for David C. Smith 
were held Thursday. Smith, 70, of Fenton 
was discovered deceased in his 
vehicle by  a Fenton detective 
last Sunday.
  Fenton  Police  Chief  Rick 
Aro  said  his  department  re-
ceived a missing person report 
on Saturday, July 26 involving 
Smith. An out-of-town relative 
called and asked that an officer 
go  over  to  Smith’s  Whisper-
wood condominium since fam-
ily had not heard from him in 
several days.
  Det.   Scott   Townsend   checked 
Smith’s  home,  however,  Smith  was 
not there. After obtaining additional 
information from family, Townsend’s 
investigation led him to a doctor’s of-

David Smith

Fenton man found deceased in car at 
doctor’s office five days after appointment 

fice at Ballenger and Beecher in Flint 
where Smith had an appointment on 
Tuesday, July 22. 
  On Sunday, five days later, Townsend 

located Smith slumped over in 
the backseat of his car, which 
was parked in the lot near the 
medical center. There were no 
signs  of  foul  play  and  it  ap-
peared that Smith had died from 
natural causes.
  Aro  said  security  cameras 
at the medical facility showed 
Smith leaving his appointment 
and getting into the backseat of 
his car. The police chief could 

not  say  how  or why Smith’s  car went 
unnoticed in the parking lot for nearly a 
week. He added, “Townsend did an excel-
lent job locating him though.”
  The case has been turned over to Flint 
police for follow-up.

HORSERADISH
Continued from Page 3A
and the tear glands in the eyes to pro-
duce extra fluids.
  Walden’s  Lounge  in  Fenton  has 
been  serving  horseradish  along 
with  its  locally famous, hot corned 
beef sandwiches and ham 
sandwiches for all of  its 
80-year  history.  “Just 
about  everybody  orders 
horseradish  on  the  side 
for  their  sandwiches,” 
said   Nancy   Walden, 
who was busy serving a 
full crowd of diners and 
drinkers  on  Wednesday 
night. She’s been known 
to warn customers to put just a tiny 
amount  on  a  sandwich,  especially 
when the jar is first opened and the 
flavor is at its most pungent.
  “I  put  horseradish  on  pert’  near 
everything,”  said  Duane  “Fuzzy” 
Walden,  co-owner  of  Walden’s 
Lounge. “I wait  ‘til  it  tones down a 
bit, and isn’t as hot.”
  Walden gets his horseradish  from 
Brede Foods in Detroit, and also sells 
it in a pint jar at the bar. “We’ve also 
got hot mustard, too,” he said. 
  When  buying  horseradish  at  the 
grocery store, consumers should look 

at the ingredient list to choose a simple 
preparation without sulfites as preser-
vatives. Vinegar  is all  that’s needed. 
Some sauces, such as Arby’s Horsey 
Sauce,  are mixed with mayonnaise, 
which  can  up  the  calorie  count  and 
fat content. Horseradish is consumed 

in  such  small  quantities 
that its nutritional content 
barely registers.
  Once  a  jar  is  opened, 
horseradish  will  remain 
fresh  for  three  to  five 
weeks,  although  it  will 
be at its hottest when the 
jar is first opened and not 
yet  exposed  to  air. The 

unused portion can be frozen  in  its 
original  jar,  as  long  as  long  as  the 
jar’s content is not full.
  The  name  “horseradish”  is  be-
lieved to have come from the word 
“horse,”  denoting  large  size  and 
coarseness  and  the  word  “radish,” 
coming from the Latin word mean-
ing “root.”
  Today, 85 percent of  the world’s 
horseradish is grown in southwestern 
Illinois. Approximately six million 
gallons of prepared horseradish are 
produced annually in the U.S, enough 
to generously season sandwiches that 
could wrap around the world 12 times.

I put 
horseradish 
on pert’ near 
everything.
Fuzzy Walden
Walden’s Lounge

‘‘
’’

Open 7 Days a Week
Mon. - Fri. 7am-7pm • Sat. & Sun. 9am-5pm

810-629-5200

380 S. Fenway Dr., Fenton
www.miscapesupply.com

DELIVERY 

AVAILABLE!

Outdoor Project Season
• Mulch • Soil 
• Stone • Fertilizer
• Unilock Pavers
• Irrigation Supplies
• Sand • And More!

FENTON SCHOOL OF DANCE & ACADEMY 

REGISTRATION

Under the direction of Susan Carter (Owner/Director)
Member of Dance Masters of America and Cecchetti Council of America.

www.fentonschoolofdance.com

112 E. ELLEN ST.
FENTON 

(Downtown by the 
Old Firehall)

810-629-3551

AUG. 18TH 
4:00pm-8:00pm

Like us on

We offer programs, Beginner through Advanced for
Recreational and Competitive Dancers

OFFERING: BALLET & POINTE • TAP 
• JAZZ • HIP HOP • MUSICAL THEATRE

• MODERN & CONTEMPORARY 
• MOMMY & ME (2YRS - 3YRS) • PRE-DANCE I (3YRS)

 ADULT CLASSES • WERQ FITNESS
 DANCE FITNESS CLASS. CHECK IT OUT AT 

WWW.WERQFITNESS.COM

CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 8TH

AUDITIONS AUGUST 13TH

FOR COMPETITIVE TEAMS
AGES 7-18 YRS

Start your child 
off right

Dancewith proper training in

Our beautiful downtown studio boasts  
5 dance rooms and viewing windows

Is your Dancer looking for a challenge?
Fenton Dance Academy is the answer! Genesee County’s most elite 

studio! There is no substitute for excellence. 

QUALIFIED, 
PROFESSIONAL 
ADULT STAFF!

Fall Dance Classes
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News briefs
CHIP SEAL 
OPERATIONS CONTINUE 
The Genesee County Road Com-
mission announced that, weather 
permitting, chip seal will be applied 
to the following roads  Saturday, 
Aug. 2. Silver Lake Road from 
Ripley Road to Fenton city limit in 
Fenton Township, Bennett Lake 
Road from Balfour Road to Jen-
nings Road in Fenton Township. 
The sections will be closed in one-
mile increments from approximately 
8 a.m. until approximately 8 p.m. 

FREE LUNG SCREENINGS
Regional Medical Imaging is provid-
ing free lung screenings (valued at 
more than $100,000) to Genesee 
and Saginaw County residents 
Aug. 1 through Dec. 31. As of 2013, 
there were nearly 230,000 cases di-
agnosed nationwide each year, and 
nearly 160,000 lung cancer deaths. 
Lung cancer and smoking rates in 
Genesee County are among the 
highest in the state and nation. 
Nearly half (104,199) of Genesee 
County residents fall within the 
high-risk age range and may qualify 
for CT lung screening. The exams 
are endorsed by the American Lung 
Association and numerous other 
medical societies. At RMI, patients 
are eligible for a FREE screening if 
they have a physician’s order and 
meet the following criteria: 
• Age 55 to 80,
• Current smoker or quit smoking 
within the last 15 years,
• Smoking history of at least 30 
pack years (an average of one pack 
of cigarettes per day for 30 years, 
two packs per day for 15 years, a 
half a pack per day for 60 years, 
etc.),
• No history of lung cancer or obvi-
ous lung problems.
RMI has five locations including one 
in Fenton (810) 732-1919. Appoint-
ments need to be made in advance 
for patients who meet the specific 
criteria and have a referral from a 
physician. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT TRAINING ON 
SUNDAY
Linden Fire Chief Brian Will said that 
the Linden Fire Department, along 
with members of the Fenton Fire 
Department and Fenton Township 
Fire Department, will be conduct-
ing various training exercises at a 
soon-to-be demolished building 
on North LeRoy Street in Fenton 
on Sunday between 8:30 and 11 
a.m. The one-story building on the 
west side of the road, just north of 
Fenton Glass has recently been 
purchased and the fire departments 
have permission to conduct train-
ing. There will be no intentionally set 
fires, however.

A fishing story to remember
  There I was at one of my favorite 
places doing one of my favorite things: 
standing on the shore of a nearby lake 
fishing.  Soon the sun would sink down 
over the horizon behind me and I would 
head home to polish a few more pages 
on a book I was writing. 
  Fishing often reminds me that our 
Lord loved to be near the water and that 
He had called humble fishermen to be 
his disciples, saying He would make 
them fishers of men. These unlearned 
men of the sea would soon leave all to 
follow Him and later become known as 
world changers who brought thousands 
into the family of faith and launched 
a spiritual adventure that continues to 
change lives today.
  The serene scene before me, as is 
often the case, moved me to worship. 
That was the setting when my few 
hours of fishing were transformed from 
a time of routine relaxation to an unfor-
gettable experience.
  I had just made a long cast and 
settled back while reeling in the bait 
when I heard a fluttering of wings and 
suddenly a dove landed, not more than 
an arm’s length away, on my casting 
rod. I’m grasping for words to describe 
an indescribable moment: one that 
seemed frozen in time (or eternity) for 
as long as this beautiful bird was there 
resting on my pole.
     ‘Well, you’re a pretty bird,’ I re-
marked, a comment I might have made 
to a cardinal, a robin or even a sparrow.  
But this winged one was different. This 
was a dove that had arrived uninvited to 
my worship service. 
  Forty days after the tops of the 
mountains began to appear, following 
the great flood of Noah’s time (Genesis 
8), Noah sent out a dove to see if the 
water had receded enough to embark 
from the ark. The dove’s return and 
subsequent second mission let Noah 
know that by God’s grace he had 
weathered the storm and saved the race.
  When Jesus was baptized by John the 
Baptist, Matthew says the Holy Spirit 
in the form of a dove came to rest on 
Him (Matthew 3). So doves have come 
to symbolize peace or the presence of 
God.
     Imagine then my surprise when 
one of these carriers of good news had 
come to visit me while I was singing, 
praying for others and giving thanks.
  ‘Cut to the chase,’ some reader says: 
‘Did you catch any fish?’
  Yes, a northern pike, which I soon set 
free to roam the depths and grow, just 
as a beautiful dove had arrived out of 
the blue to help me grow in my under-
standing of God’s love and share this 
unforgettable story with you.
     How long did the dove stay?
     Those magic moments weren’t 
timed, but their memories remain today.
     And the peace God brings to a 
troubled heart confirms His love will 
never depart.
Roger Campbell is an author, a broadcaster and 
columnist who was a pastor for 22 years. He can be 
reached at rcministry@ameritech.net.

By Roger Campbell

columnist
Featured

248-887-3777
12400 Highland Rd. (M-59) • Hartland  

www.hartlandglen.com 
(2 miles east of M-59 & US-23)

Hartland Glen
Golf Course

FAIRWAY FRIDAYS

MONDAY/WEDNESDAY
COME BACK

SPECIALFORE!

Valid for up to 4 players. Not valid with leagues, outings 
or pre-booked events. Must present coupon. 

Must present coupon. Expires 8/31/14. Not valid with 
leagues, outings or any pre-booked event.

Play on Monday for $26,
Receive a coupon to COMEBACK  

on Wednesday for

$22

$12
18 holes 
with cart

Only

FENTON VILLAGE PLAYERS PRESENTS

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
JULY 

31 AT 7:00PM
AUGUST

1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16 AT 7:00PM
3, 10, 17 AT 2:00PM

OUR BOX OFFICES:
THE UPS STORE

17195 SILVER PARKWAY
FENTON, MI 

810-750-2920
FENTON’S OPEN BOOK

105 W. SHIAWASSEE AVE
FENTON, MI 

810-629-8000
IMAGE PROJECTIONS
1470 TORREY ROAD

FENTON, MI
810-629-0700

ONLINE
FENTONVILLAGEPLAYERS.ORG

SHREK IS PRESENTED BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL
ALL AUTHORIZED PERFORMANCE MATERIALS ARE ALSO SUPPLIED BY MTI

421 WEST 54TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10019 PHONE: (212) 541-4684 • WWW.MTISHOWS.COM

FENTON VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE
14197 TORREY RD. FENTON • 810-750-7700

TICKETS
Adults (18-54) $16

Students (12-17) $13
Seniors (55+) $13

Children (under 12) $8

PG

BUY ONE MEAL 
AT FULL PRICE, 

GET SECOND AT 

1/2 PRICE
Discount taken on lesser priced meal. 
Limit one 1/2 price meal per coupon. 

Expires 8/31/14

2 MEDIUM PIZZAS
WITH 2 TOPPINGS FOR

$1399
Carry-out only 

Sorry, 1/2 items count as 1 item, double cheese counts 
as 2 items. Limit one per coupon • Expires 8/31/14

FAMILY SPECIALS

Baked Mostaccioli $31.95
Baked Lasagna $35.95
16” Cheese Pizza $24.95
Toppings $1.25 each

12 pc. Chicken Dinner $28.95
Baked or BBQ. Includes Full Mostaccioli

Feeds minimum of five. All family
 specials include medium Greek
 salad, and a bag of bread sticks.

REGULAR MENU PRICE
$2 OFF

May not be combined with other offers. 
Expires 8/31/14

Open
Monday-Saturday  @ 11:30 am

Sunday @ Noon

FREE BREAD

413 S. Leroy • Dibbleville
810-629-0661

WITH $9 PURCHASE 
Carry-out onlyLimit one per coupon

May not be combined with other offers Expires 8/31/14

810-771-TEXT (8398)

TEXT YOUR 
HOT LINE
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By Yvonne Stegall
ystegall@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  It may  be wonderful  news  to many 
people  to  hear  that  DEET  now  has 
some  good  competi-
tion  when  it  comes 
to  repelling  those an-
noying  mosquitoes. 
That  competition  is 
welcome,  especially 
since it is a more natu-
ral alternative.
  In some tests, it has 
been  shown  that  the 
competition, Picaridin, 
repels  almost  all  the 
mosquitoes  that come 
in  contact  with  your 
skin.  While  DEET  repels  all  of  them, 
Picaridin comes  in at a very close sec-
ond, and has many other great benefits 
over DEET. 
  Bayer  created  Pi-
caridin  (pih-CARE-a-
den) in the 1980s. It is 
a synthetic compound 
developed from a plant 
extract from the genus 
Piper, which shares the 
same plant genus  that 
table  pepper  comes 
from.  Though  Picari-
din has been available 
since  1998  in Europe 
and  Australia  as  an 
insect repellent, it was 
only approved for sale 
in the U.S. in 2005. Just 
like  DEET,  the  EPA 
has concluded that the 
normal use of Picaridin 
does  not  present  any 
health concerns.
  Picaridin is odorless 
and  non-greasy,  and 
unlike other DEET al-
ternatives, people who 
use  it do not  seem  to 
get bit. While DEET will keep the mos-
quitoes from even landing on you, those 
that land on the Picaridin are quick to fly 
off without having a drink. 
  It  is  important  to work  toward win-
ning  the battle against mosquitoes, not 
just because they are annoying and leave 
you with red, itchy welts; mosquitoes are 
carriers of many diseases. A couple of the 
most common diseases transferred from 
mosquito to human include the West Nile 

Virus and Malaria. 
  The percentage of DEET or Picaridin 
in your bug repellent makes the difference 
in how long you are protected. DEET is 

available in concentra-
tions from 4 percent to 
100 percent; Picaridin 
levels range from 7 to 
20 percent. The higher 
the  concentration,  the 
longer your protection.
  Boyd  Huneycutt, 
founder  of  Mosquito 
Squad  in  Fenton,  of-
fered  some  tips  on 
reducing  the  amount 
of mosquitoes  around 
your  home,  allowing 

you to use less repellent sprays in general.
• TIP — Tip anything outside that could 
hold water, because mosquitoes can re-
produce in the amount of water that fills 

a bottle cap.
  •  TOSS  —  Keep 
your  yard  clean  and 
toss all grass clippings, 
leaves and mulch piles 
so standing water can-
not collect. 
• TURN — Similar to 
the  first  suggestion, 
take  five  minutes  a 
day  to  walk  through 
your  outdoor  spaces 
and turn over anything 
that might hold a bottle 
cap’s worth of water.
• TARP — Check any 
tarps that may be in the 
backyard to make sure 
they are nice and taut, 
as water can easily pool 
in a loose tarp crevasse 
after it rains. 
•  TAKE  CARE  — 
Manicuring  your  out-
door spaces in the first 
place  can  also  help 

decrease breeding locations as it further 
eliminates standing water (think hollow 
trees, irrigation systems, gutters, etc.). 
• TEAM UP — All of  these  tips work 
best when you and your neighbors team 
up against the mosquitoes; your yard may 
be mosquito free, but if your neighbor’s 
is not,  their mosquitoes may  find  their 
way into your life. 
• TREAT — Have your yard  treated  to 
ensure  the mosquitoes cannot continue 

to  breed.  Having 
your yard  treated 
can  also  reduce 
the amount of bug 
repellent on your 
body  when  us-
ing  your  outdoor 
spaces. 
  If  the  possible 
toxicity of DEET 
keeps  you  away, 
try  a  bug  spray 
containing  Picar-
idin.  Use  these 
tips  for  keeping 
the  amount  of 
mosquitoes  low 
in your own yard 
too,  and  enjoy 
warm   weather 
with  less  annoy-
ing bug bites. 

Safe usage tips for 

DEET
•  Do not apply over cuts, 

wounds, or irritated skin.
•  Do not apply to hands, or near 

eyes or mouth.
•  Do not allow young children to 

apply this product.
•  Use just enough repellent 

to cover exposed skin and/or 
clothing.

•  Do not use under clothing.
•  Avoid over-application.
•  After returning indoors, wash 

treated skin with soap and water.
•  Wash treated clothing before 

wearing it again.
•  Do not spray in enclosed areas.
•  To apply to face, spray on 

hands first and then rub on face.

Your yard may be 
mosquito free, but 
if your neighbor’s is 
not, their mosquitoes 
may find their way 
into your life.
Boyd Huneycutt
Founder of Mosquito Squad

‘‘

’’

Afraid of DEET? 
More natural solutions are out there

CDC.GOV

While DEET keeps mosquitoes at bay, it is not the only repellent 
out there, and there are ways to cut down on the mosquito 
population in your yard that will lessen the amount of spray 
you need.

Visit us at Mid Michigan Parents for Half Day Kindergarten on Facebook or contact 
burwell48430@aol.com or breshower0909@yahoo.com for more information  

about our efforts to restore choice in kindergarten programming in Fenton.

Are you interested in Half Day 
Kindergarten for your child 
this year or in the future?

Do you believe that funding for 
Half Day Kindergarten should 
be restored so that each 
family can make the choice 
that is right for every child?

Attention Parents:

BRAD HOFFMAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

“Serving the area over 40 years”
102 S. Leroy Street, Fenton, MI • 810-629-4991

Call or visit www.michigandancecenter.com
203 MAPLE  •  LINDEN (Next to post office)  •  810-735-5656

CREATIVE MOVEMENT • BALLET • POINTE • JAZZ • TAP • MODERN • HIP HOP • CONTEMPORARY/LYRICAL

Our Program Inspires Dancers of All Ages and Levels
AFFORDABLE TUITION, NON-COMPETITION & ‘NO TICKET NEEDED PERFORMANCES’ 

MICHIGANDanceDance
CENTEREst. 1981
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Foreclosure signs may be less likely now that rates are at an all-time low since 2006.

I do not 
anticipate 
them going 
back up to 
the levels we 
have seen in 
the past.
Chris Hendrix
Coldwell Banker 
Professionals

‘‘

’’

uNow is a great 
time to sell
By Yvonne Stegall
ystegall@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
 It  seems  that Realtors  are 
in agreement that foreclosures 
are down, but many may be 
wondering  how  long  it will 
last. Chris Hendrix, president 
of  Coldwell  Banker  Profes-
sionals  in  Fenton,  said,  “I 
do not anticipate them going 
back up to the levels we have 
seen  in  the  past,  but  I  don’t  think we 
are  completely  out  of  the woods  yet.” 
He  added  that  the market  is  definitely 
healthier, especially in the Fenton area. 
  RealtyTrac’s  midyear  foreclosure 
report on July 15 showed improvements 
to the foreclosure housing 
market. It showed the num-
bers  of  foreclosures were 
reported  to  be  the  lowest 
level since 2006. The num-
bers  of  foreclosures  have 
fallen 2 percent from May 
and 16 percent from June 2013.
  The decline in foreclosures is wonder-
ful news for homeowners. It means there 
are fewer homes on the market holding 
prices down. As home prices rise, hom-
eowners have the incentive to sell their 
home. More homes for sale means there 
will be  a more  competitive market  for 
sellers, too. 
  In  Michigan,  foreclosures  and  short 
sales that are on the market are down at a 
minimum of 50-percent of what they were 
as recently as a couple years ago, according 
to Hendrix. Why are they down? “I think 
there are a lot of factors as to why they are 
down, starting with the improved automo-
tive industry and the economy in general, in 

Read more about 
the local real estate 

market in today’s 
Builder & Realtor 

pages 9-16B

Home foreclosures lowest since 2006
southeast Michigan,” he said. 
“We  have  worked  through  a 
lot of the problem loans where 
homeowners’  payments were 
ballooning at the same time we 
had significant job loss, and I 
believe the banks are working 
harder  with  homeowners  in 
order to control the amount of 
foreclosures.” 
  It  is  believed  that  the 
number  of  foreclosures will 
continue  to  go  down  over 
the next six months, even in 

Michigan. According to Hendrix, “What 
foreclosures are out there banks are re-
ally starting to look at alternatives to sell 
them, such as both sales and auctions, in 
addition to just traditional marketing.” 
  Home values are rising, so it is a good 

time  for  people  to  start 
thinking  about  selling  if 
they  have  any  interest  in 
doing so. Hendrix said, “The 
market is ‘red-hot’ right now 
and  it  is  a  perfect  time  to 
sell. Inventories are at a six- to 

seven-year low right now.” That means that 
while the foreclosure rate is down, there are 
fewer homes available on the market.

The reasons behind the 
foreclosure slow-down

• In many states, the market has 
worked through the bad loans that 
triggered the foreclosure crisis.

• The rise of home prices has helped 
troubled homeowners regain equity.

• Aggressive foreclosure prevention 
efforts have helped people avoid 
foreclosure.

MANICURIST
travelingTHE $50

MANI / PEDIspecialLisa Branham
810-922-6563

Call Teresa at 616-560-1893 or

Since 1898, The State Bank has been the area’s most trusted home loan lender, 
local business investor, retirement planner and financial advisor. This is where 
we first started. And as the community’s bank, our biggest investment has 
been—and always will be—the people who live and work here. After all, this is 

our home too. So come in. And put our expertise to work for you.
TheStateBank.com  |  800.535.0517

for Generations 
we've been in the business of relationships

Your financial partner for life.
Fenton  |  Linden  |  Holly  |  Grand Blanc  |  Brighton

34600_TSB_Generations_SixAds_4.68x10_APPROVED.indd   4 6/3/14   3:06 PM
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www.mistersparky.com

We’re On Time, You’ll See, 
Or The Repair is Free™

PHONES ANSWERED LIVE 24/7
1-888-8-SPARKY

(1-888-877-2759)
248-363-8508    248-348-8814   248-684-2888

Licensed & Insured • Locally owned & operated

YOU CAN EXPECT:
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
Electricians are Drug Tested and Receive
a Comprehensive Background Check
Repair Guaranteed for up to 2 years
Fair and Consistent Pricing with
No Hidden Cost
Fully Equipped Big Red Trucks
Technicians Leave Your Home
White Glove Clean

www.benfranklinplumbing.com

PLUMBING PROBLEMS?PLUMBING PROBLEMS?

Water
Softeners

Sales &
Service

ONLY 
$2450

Normal Service Call Fee $49.00
Offer valid on initial service call and with repair only. One offer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other discounts.

Valid Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Holidays excluded.  Please mention this ad, offer valid through 4/20/12. SC

PLUMBING SERVICE CALL

YOU CAN EXPECT:
100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Technicians are Drug Tested and Receive
a Comprehensive Background Check

Fully-Equipped Big Blue Trucks
for Same-Day Service

Straight Forward Pricing™

No Surprises We Charge by the
Job not by the Hour

ALL ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ONLY 
$2450

Normal Service Call Fee $49.00
Offer valid on initial service call and with repair only. One offer per visit. Cannot be combined with any other discounts.

Valid Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Holidays excluded.  Please mention this ad, offer valid through 4/20/12. SC

This Week’s Super Special...

ELECTRICAL SERVICE CALL50% OFF
Normal Service

Call!

Troubleshooting
Surge Protection
Lighting Fixtures
Circuit Panels
Home Re-Wiring

We can help you with:
Generator Hook-ups/
Emergency Power

Safety Inspections

Code Violation Corrections

Outlet / Plug Installation

ELECTRICAL PROBLEMS?ELECTRICAL PROBLEMS?
We can help you with:

This Week’s Super Special...

PHONES ANSWERED LIVE 24/7
1 -866-770 -7774

248-674-7107    248-855-1707   248-685-7774
Licensed & Insured • Locally owned & operated

50% OFF
Normal Service

Call!

Backflow Prevention Certified
Copper Re-Piping
Gas Line Installation
Hose Bibs
Leaks

Sump Pumps
Pressure Tanks
Tankless Hot Water Heaters
Video Inspection
Water Heaters

ALL PLUMBING SERVICES

PAGE 2 www.spinalcolumnonline.com SPINAL COLUMN NEWSWEEKLY

810-750-0717    248-634-0077810-750-1858  810-694-4800  810-632-9300

 8/31/14.  TCT  8/31/14.  TCT

$2950
ONLY

Normal Service Call Fee $59.00

$2950
ONLY

Normal Service Call Fee $59.00

Whole House Repipes

Drain Clearing/Cleaning

Water SoftenersWater Heaters

Sump Pumps
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By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
  The  namesake  of  the  Silver  Lake  Road 
business  district  is  overrun  on  July  4 with 
fireworks  spectators.  It also  the only public 
beach in Fenton.

  Silver Lake Park  is home  to daytime 
cookouts,  and  the  beach  is  the  home 
of  the Silver Lake Ski Team, which 
performs shows regularly throughout 
the summer. 
  Tom Murphy  of  the Silver-Marl 
Lake Homeowners Association said 
it is a all-sports lake, though boaters 

— Series Part 2 —
OUR AREA LAKES

SILVER/
MARL 
LAKES

W

SILVER-MARL LAKE BASICS
• Both lakes are kettle, or glacier fed. 
• Silver Lake is 310 acres with 14 acres 
of island. Its maximum depth is 64 feet, 
with a mean depth of 19 feet. 
• Marl Lake is 75 acres with a one-acre 
island. It has a maximum depth of 36 feet, 
and a mean depth of 10.8 feet. 

A combined 385 acres of recreation, 15 acres of islands
take care to be good neighbors, and the lake 
tends to not be too crowded. “It’s rather pleas-
ant for everybody,” he said. 
  Murphy, as a GM employee, sought a cen-
trally located home on a lake. He narrowed his 
choices down to Silver Lake, and knew he didn’t 
want to live anywhere else. “It’s a beautiful lake, 
just about from every angle,” he said, of visiting 
many of the homes on the lake. “I don’t think 
there’s a bad view from any of them.”
  He describes the lakes as picturesque, with 
marshlands and a healthy animal population, 
which includes snapper and leatherback turtles, 
and fish, including bass and perch.

  Lake  access  to 
Silver Lake is at one 
of the two marinas, 
Silver Spray Sports 
and White’s Land-
ing, both off Silver 
Lake Road.
  The  association 
has cooperated with 
the city of Fenton on 
goose  removal, and 

lately uses nest and egg destruction to keep the 
population, and eColi down. He said the lake is 
also pretty clean, with decent visibility.
  Marl Lake is named as such because it was a 
sight for mining marl, a type of clay, through the 
1890s to 1930s. He said the first paved concrete 
road in the world was in Detroit, and cement 
came from the Marl Lake plant.
  Silver Lake Village was a small, platted 
community, which became the early cottages 
on the lake, located on Silver Lake. 
  The operations enlarged Marl Lake, and also 
created the deepest parts of Silver Lake. Lake 
levels today are consistent, and kept at court-
ordered levels by a weir, or a dam-like structure.

TRI-COUNTY 
TIMES | TIM 
JAGIELO

Silver Lake, 
located be-
tween Owen 
and Silver 
Lake roads, 
is also part of 
Marl Lake to 
the south, and 
the unofficial 
“Green Lake” 
named after 
a founding 
resident.
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MICHIGAN

WHAT YOUR LEGISLATORS 
VOTED ON THIS WEEK

Senate Bill 397: Expand a corporate/
developer subsidy regime. To autho-
rize creation of a sixth “Next Michigan 
Development Corporation,” which is a 
government agency that gives tax breaks 
and subsidies to particular corporations 
or developers selected by political ap-
pointees on the entity’s board for projects 
meeting extremely broad “multi-modal 
commerce” criteria (basically, any form of 
goods-related commerce). The new entity 
would be in the Upper Peninsula. 
Passed 33 to 4 in the Senate 
Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Genesee County) 

 YES  NO
Sen. Dave Robertson (R-Genesee County)

 YES  NO
Passed 87 to 22 in the House 
Rep. Joe Graves (R-Argentine Township) 

 YES  NO

Senate Bill 307: Let 278 cities impose 
additional public safety property 
tax. To allow cities with less than 70,000 
residents to impose “special assessment” 
property taxes to pay for police and fire 
services. These taxes would be imposed 
over and above regular property taxes, 
and require voter approval. According to 
the Senate Fiscal Agency, this could allow 
278 cities to impose these additional taxes. 
The House has not taken up this proposal.
Passed 37 to 0 in the Senate 
Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Genesee County) 

 YES  NO
Sen. Dave Robertson (R-Genesee County)

 YES  NO

Senate Bill 652: Make state Appeals 
Court venue for suits against the state. 
To establish that the venue for all legal 
claims against state agencies, commis-
sions, boards, etc. (the state “court of 
claims”) will no longer be the Ingham 
County circuit court, and instead will be the 
state Court of Appeals (which consists of 
24 judges elected in four regional elec-
tions).
Passed 26 to 11 in the Senate 
Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Genesee County) 

 YES  NO
Sen. Dave Robertson (R-Genesee County)

 YES  NO
Passed 57 to 52 in the House 
Rep. Joe Graves (R-Argentine Township) 

 YES  NO

Senate Bill 636: Facilitate “land line” 
transition to cell phones. To streamline 
regulations on “landline” telephone service 
providers so as to facilitate transitioning 
customers to a wireless (cell phone or VOIP) 
system, and allow phone companies to dis-
continue landline service after 2016. The bill 
authorizes appeal procedures for individ-
ual customers for whom the replacement 
service does not work well.
Passed 32 to 3 in the Senate 
Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Genesee County) 

 YES  NO
Sen. Dave Robertson (R-Genesee County)

 YES  NO
Passed 71 to 39 in the House 
Rep. Joe Graves (R-Argentine Township) 

 YES  NO

Senate Bill 509: Authorize new state 
Senate office building. To authorize the 
sale of the Farnum Senate office build-
ing in Lansing and construction of a new 
building for Senators’ offices. The House 
has not taken up this bill, but Senate 
Majority Leader Randy Richardville recently 
revealed that the Secretary of the Senate 
has issued a Request for Proposals from 
developers and contractors.
Passed 22 to 14 in the Senate 
Sen. Jim Ananich (D-Genesee County) 

 YES  NO
Sen. Dave Robertson (R-Genesee County)

 YES  NO

MURAL
Continued from Front Page
  If you’ve driven down LeRoy Street 
in Fenton, you’ve experienced the mural 
art that defines the exterior of two local 
buildings — CycleFit Multisport and the 
former C.J. Motorsports.
  The CycleFit mural, painted more than 
a decade ago, almost didn’t happen. The 
project was the brainchild of owner Ron 
Stack and Bugala’s own love of history. 
Together,  they decided on  a black  and 
white  rendition  of  the  historic  Fenton 
Bicycle Club. 
  “The city made a fuss about it at the 
time and wanted me  to pay $400  for a 
variance,” said Bugala. “I skirted around 
the issue and did the mural in record time. 
The city ended up being glad I did it and 
has  sort  of  giv-
en  me  a  ‘pass.’” 
How  much  did 
he  make  on  that 
job?  “I  bartered 
for bicycle parts,” 
said Bugala, with 
a  laugh.  “I’m  an 
avid bicyclist like 
Ron  and  we’re 
good  friends.  It 
worked  for  both 
of us.”
  He   has   also 
painted many  in-
terior murals, from Chasse Ballroom & 
Latin Dance Studio to therapeutic murals 
at the Rose Cancer Center at Beaumont 
Hospital in Royal Oak, Crittenden Hospi-
tal in Rochester, Genesys Regional Medi-
cal Center in Grand Blanc and Outpatient 
Children’s Surgical Center in Southfield. 
He has also painted murals in many local 
school hallways.
  “I feel like this is my town,” he said. 
“A mural becomes part of history and that 
sort of grounds me. I feel like I’m help-
ing put Fenton on the map, so to speak.” 
Bugala said  that  the  life expectancy of 
a mural depends on  its position  facing 
the sun. “Facing south, a mural will last 
about 20 years. Facing north, it will last 
40 years or more.” 
  While Bugala would love to make 100 
percent  of  his  living  through  art,  he’s 
thankful that he’s able to provide for his 
family through commissioned work like 
murals, and by painting kitchen cabinetry 
for clients. “Painting murals requires so 
much concentration, that it’s good to also 
do another kind of painting,” he said. “I 
can only work on a mural for about six 
hours  at  a  time, because  it  requires  so 
much focus.”
  Bugala has just begun the largest com-
missioned mural of his career — a full 
61-feet-wide  and  30-feet-tall mural  on 
the building of Dr. Rajiva Tirtha, DDS 
& Associates on  the  corner of Clinton 
and Saginaw streets in Durand. He began 
the work last Wednesday, and expects to 
complete the mural within a few weeks.
  One of the challenges of the job will 
be using big tools like a spray gun, rather 
than brushes, plus an electric boom truck 
to get him up to the height he needs to 
do his work. 
  “I’m scared of heights more  than 20 
feet, so this will be a full 10 feet higher 
than my comfort zone,” said Bugala. “I’ll 
be praying for safety, claiming Psalm 121 
that ‘The Lord will steady my foot.’”
  Murals are unique from other painting 
in  that  they are designed  for a broader 
audience. “They’re not as personal,” said 
Bugala. “That’s what makes them special; 
the community rallies around the artwork 
and it becomes theirs.”

A mural 
becomes 
part of 
history and 
that sort 
of grounds 
me.
Gregg Bugala
Mural artist

‘‘

’’
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Gregg Bugala’s mural is based on an early 1900s black and white photo, and will 
adorn the wall of a dentist’s office.
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WEDDING

To have your insert/flyer viewable online, 
call Gail Grove at 810-433-6822.

• Alpine Marketplace
• C & L Ward Brothers
• CVS Pharmacy
• D&W Windows & Sunrooms
• Holly Foods
• Kmart
• Lake Fenton Schools - BREEZE
• Michigan EPLC Estate Planning
• Rite Aid
• Sears Hometown Stores 
• Target
• Tractor Supply Co.
• True Air
• VG’s
• Walgreens
• Wal-Mart

THIS WEEK’S INSERTS
EZ

Read

EZ
Read

EZ
Read

Terri Hartwick
Hartland Insurance 

Agency, Inc.
2532 N. Old US-23•Hartland•MI

810-632-5161

For Personal
& Commercial

Insurance
CASTEEL-MITCH 

Clark and Nancy Casteel of Linden are 
proud to announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Stephanie Casteel, 
of Linden to Carl Mitch of Linden. The 
bride-to-be graduated from Linden 
High School in 2002 and the Univer-
sity of Michigan-Flint in 2011, major-
ing in Elementary Education. She is 
employed by Above and Beyond 
Childcare and Education Center in 
Rochester Hills. Carl graduated from 
Linden High School in 2005 and Michi-
gan Tech University in 2010, majoring 
in Management Information Systems. 
He is currently employed as a com-
puter engineer in Bay City. The groom’s 
parents are Michael and Donna Mitch 
of Linden. The celebration will take 
place on August 23, 2014 at 4 p.m., 
at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Fenton. A reception will follow at the 
Holiday Inn Gateway Center in Flint. 
The newlyweds will reside at their new 
home in Clio, Michigan.

Social News

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | SUBMITTED PHOTO

These are the top three winners of 
the People’s Choice Food Photogra-
phy Contest for the Fenton ArtWalk 
conceptualized by the Lakes Area 
Arts Council Art Walk Committee and 
orchestrated by Billmeier Camera. 
First place went to Wendy Armstrong, 
second to Deborah Gillespie and third 
to Amy Casteel.

ArtWalk photo contest winners

POLICE
Continued from Page 3A

TEEN ATTEMPTS TO STEAL BEER
At 3 a.m. on July 30, Fenton police 
responded to a grocery store on Silver 
Parkway to investigate an attempted 
larceny complaint. The loss prevention 
employee observed a male enter the 
store, walk to the beer aisle, select three 
cans of Bud Light, conceal them under 
his jacket and attempt to exit the store 
without paying. The suspect, a 19-year-
old Bancroft resident, was taken to the 
police station for processing. Police 
determined the teen had been drinking 
and lodged him overnight. He was is-
sued court appearance tickets for retail 
fraud and under 21 consumption.

You may be experiencing vein disease if you have pain, swelling, restlessness, burning, 
itching and fatigue of legs as well as skin damage. Call today to learn more about our 
quick & effective treatment covered by most insurance companies.

• Covered by Most Insurance,  
Medicare and Medicaid

• 98% of Patients Would  
Recommend this Procedure

• Back to Normal Activity  
Usually the Next Day

• Office-Based, 
Minimally Invasive

Varicose veins are a sign of vein (venous) disease.

Varicose Vein Screenings
Wednesday, August 6

FREE

www.flintveins.com

1-877-771-VEIN
600 Health Park Blvd. Ste. G, 
Grand Blanc • 810.606.1660

Thomas A. Shuster, DO
Board Certified Vascular Surgeon 

Fellow American College of Surgery/ 
American College of Phlebology

Learn more about vein disease at www.flintveins.com

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!

Varicose Veins Swollen Legs Skin Damage Skin Ulcers
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DON’T KNOW WHERE TO 

VOTE? 

SCAN QR CODE TO FIND YOUR VOTER LOCATION

PROPOSAL 1
Continued from Front Page
  The ballot language for Pro-
posal 1, which, if approved by 
voters, would do away with the 
Personal Property Tax, in favor 
of a State Use Tax. It was writ-
ten by the state’s legislature and 
many have the opinion that the 
wording is confusing.
  In  an  article  for  Michigan 
Public  Radio,  writer  Mark 
Brush  explained  Proposal  1. 
He said that Michigan residents 
are  being  asked  to  vote  on  a 
measure  that  represents  a  big 
change  in  how  local  govern-
ments  collect  revenue  across 
the state, and in how the state 
shares revenue with local gov-
ernments.
  According  to  his  article,  a 
“yes” vote would endorse  the 
Legislature’s plan to phase out 
the  personal  property  tax  in 
Michigan. A “no” vote would essentially 
nullify the Legislature’s plans, and keep 
the personal property tax in place. 
  Local governments in Michigan rely on 
the taxes they collect to run their cities 
and communities. Property taxes pay for 
roads, police and  fire,  support  schools, 
etc. In Michigan, local governments not 
only collect those typical property taxes 
— the taxes you might pay on a house, for 
example — they also collect something 
called a “personal property  tax,” wrote 
Brush.  That’s a  tax businesses pay on 
all kinds of equipment they might own. It 
could be heavy machinery for a carmaker, 
or a dishwasher in a restaurant.
  Brush went on to write, “To alleviate 
this burden that would be placed on local 
governments,  the Legislature agreed  to 
offset the costs by diverting some of the 
state’s use tax back to local communities.
  “The state’s ‘use tax’ is not the same as 
the sales tax. A use tax is taxes paid on all 
taxable items brought into the state, and 
on certain services like telecommunica-
tions and hotels.” 
  According to the House Fiscal Agen-
cy’s (HFA) analysis of the proposal, the 
legislation would represent a major shift 
of  current  revenue  from  state  budgets 
to local units of government in order to 
provide the reduction in personal prop-
erty taxes for manufacturers, small busi-
nesses, and other commercial enterprises. 
In  other words,  the  use  of  this money 
for local unit reimbursement means it is 
not available  for other purposes. Other 
major uses of General Fund revenue cur-
rently  include  the state’s Medicaid and 
other health care programs, Corrections 
spending, operational support for public 
universities  and  community  colleges, 
human service programs,  the Michigan 
State Police, and transportation spending.
  With new taxes and expiring credits on 
businesses, the HFA estimates the losses 
at  $75  million  to  $125  million  a  year 
through fiscal year 2024/25. According to 
the HFA, voters are being asked whether 
this proposal is a worthwhile way to spend 
the  state’s  revenue.  If voters  reject  the 
proposal, the Citizens Research Council 
(CRC) notes that it essentially cancels the 
whole set of reforms and re-establishes 
the personal property tax.
  For  complete  ballot  language,  go  to 
tctimes.com.
  Fenton City Manager Lynn Markland 
said he has never been a fan of the Per-
sonal Property Tax. “It’s not a  tax  that 
I  like,” he said. “It’s difficult  to collect 

when a business doesn’t pay.” He added 
that municipalities sometimes are forced 
to padlock or seize enough property from 
a business to make up for what the busi-
ness owes in taxes. 
  “No municipality wants to do this to 
a business,” he said. “We want to keep 
their  doors  open,  especially  during  a 
recession.”
  Markland said the city has worked with 
some businesses when paying  the PPT 
has become  difficult. He  said payment 
plans have kept the business in operation.
  If the PPT is replaced with this new Use 
Tax, Markland said it will be important 
for Fenton, as well as other municipali-
ties, to keep that stream of revenue com-
ing. “It’s important to us,” he said. “Our 
revenue is down about $1 million from 
the recession and it will be a long time 
to recover that loss.”
  To Markland’s understanding on Pro-

 Polling locations
FENTON CITY
St. John Activity Center
600 N. Adelaide St., Fenton
FENTON TOWNSHIP
Lake Fenton High School
4070 Lahring Rd., Linden
HOLLY AREA
Holly High School 
6161 East Holly Road, Holly
LINDEN CITY
Faith Baptist Church
4518 Silver Lake Rd., Linden
ARGENTINE TOWNSHIP
Argentine Township Hall
9048 Silver Lake Rd., Linden
TYRONE TOWNSHIP
Tyrone Covenant Presbyterian 
Church
10235 White Lake Road, Fenton
ROSE TOWNSHIP
 Precinct 1 - Persons residing in 
Rose Township and in the Fenton 
Area School District vote at the Rose 
Township Office, 9080 Mason Street.
 Precinct 2 - Persons residing in 
Rose Township east of Milford Road 
and in the Holly Area School District 
vote at the Rose Pioneer Elementary 
School, 7110 Milford Road.
 Precinct 3 - Persons residing in 
Rose Township on Milford Road, 
west of Milford Road and in the Holly 
Area School District vote at the Rose 
Pioneer Elementary School, 7110 
Milford Road.

posal 1, the state will guarantee to replace 
the PPT revenue with revenue from the 
Use Tax, mostly from expiring tax credits 
and increased use tax revenue. 
  If Proposal 1  is approved, Markland 
knows it will take time to see how it all 
works. He said there would be an imple-
mentation period and learning curve. 

PROPOSAL 1 
(Ballot language)

Approval or disapproval of amendatory act to 
reduce state use tax and replace with a local 
community stabilization share to modern-
ize the tax system to help small businesses 
grow and create jobs. The amendatory act 
adopted by the Legislature would:
1. Reduce the state use tax and replace 
with a local community stabilization share of 
the tax for the purpose of modernizing the 
tax system to help small businesses grow 
and create jobs in Michigan.
2. Require Local Community Stabiliza-
tion Authority to provide revenue to local 
governments dedicated for local purposes, 
including police safety, fire protection, and 
ambulance emergency services.
3. Increase portion of state use tax dedi-
cated for aid to local school districts.
4. Prohibit Authority from increasing taxes.
5. Prohibit total use tax rate from exceed-
ing existing constitutional 6% limitation.
BACKGROUND:
• Proposal 1 is a Referendum on Public Act 
80 (PA80) of 2014, which allocates State Use 
Tax revenue to replace the Personal Property 
Tax (PPT) levied by local units of government. 
The Legislature repealed the PPT in 2012 to 
phase in over a multi-year period beginning 
in Fiscal Year 2016, partially using dollars 
freed up by expiring business tax credits.
• Personal Property Tax is a tax on prop-
erty (not land) such as machinery, equip-
ment, furniture, tools and computers and is 
paid by businesses directly to local units of 
governments. Each local unit sets its rate 
and uses the revenue to pay for police, fire, 
local schools, etc. Businesses pay about 
$590 million annually. 
• State Use Tax is assessed for the 
privilege of using, storing and consuming 
certain tangible personal property, plus the 
services of telephone, telegraph, and other 
leased wire communication; used auto sales 
between individuals; and use of transient 
hotel and motel rooms. The rate is 6 percent 
of which 1/3 is earmarked for school aid. It 
brought in about $1,356 million in 2011-12 in 
state revenues.
• Under PA80 of 2014, a portion of State 
Use Tax revenue will be redirected to a newly 
created special authority for distribution to lo-
cal units of government to replace local gov-
ernmental unit revenues lost by phasing out 
the PPT. Also certain eligible industrial and/
or commercial personal property will have an 
essential services assessment levied on it to 
lessen the financial impact of these changes 
on the state budget. It is estimated by the 
Senate Fiscal Agency that state general fund 
/general purpose (GF/GP) revenues would 
be reduced by $126 million in FY2016, the 
first year of PPT exemption, and would be 
reduced by $483 million in FY2023 when fully 
phased in.
Source: League of Women Voters Michigan
Those in favor of Prop 1 claim
• Businesses and local communities have 
not liked the personal property tax in part 
because it is difficult to administer
• The state will be responsible for col-
lecting funds and reimbursing local units of 
government
• Local units of governments receive 100% 
reimbursement
• Education funding from the use tax is 
not changed
•  A ‘YES’ vote puts Public Act 80 of 2014 
into effect and allows elimination of Personal 
Property Tax because replacement funding is 
committed.
Supporting Organizations: Michigan Citizens 
for Strong & Safe Communities, a coalition 
of local government and manufacturing 
members, including the Michigan Municipal 
League and Michigan Township Association.
Those opposed to Proposal 1 claim
• Businesses receive a large tax cut of 
approximately $590 million annually. Busi-
nesses already received $1.7B annual tax cut 
in 2012 with Michigan Business Tax change.
• State general fund budget pays for lost 
revenue from the repeal of the personal 
property tax
• Legislature can change reimbursement 
as they did for revenue sharing - over $500M 
cut since 2000.
•  A ‘NO’ vote repeals PA 80 of 2014 and 
puts elimination of Personal Property Tax on 
hold because full replacement funding is not 
provided.
Opposing Organizations: None identified
Source: League of Women Voters Michigan
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For Fenton residents, elections for all precincts 
are held at the St. John Activity Center. 
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DOG/CAT
Continued from Page 3A
  While cat owners saw  themselves as more 
independent, dog owners described themselves 
as being friendly. If you have owned either type 
of pet, you know there are basic qualities each 
one has. According to a poll done by Associated 
Press/Petside.com, there are more dog people 
than cat people; 74 percent said they liked dogs 
a lot, and 41 percent chose cats.
  The differences between cat people and dog 
people is a topic many people have an interest in, as 
far as studies go. A psychologist at the University 
of Texas in Austin and his graduate student did 
their own web-based study on the topic. In that 
study, 4,565 individuals were asked whether they 
were dog people, cat people, neither or both. They 
were also given a 44-item 
assessment  to measure  the 
Big Five personality dimen-
sions  psychologists  often 
use to study personalities. 
  Dogs are more sociable 
than cats, so it makes sense 
that dog people would be 
more sociable. Dog people 
prefer to make plans, rather 
than  being  spontaneous. 
Nikki  Radzinksi,  recep-
tionist  at  Animal  Health 
Clinic in Fenton, said she 
is a dog person even though she has a cat, too.
  “Dog people tend to live a more active life-
style, but I think it is a personal thing when it 
comes to people believing there is a different 
personality  to  people  who  prefer  dogs  and 
people who prefer cats.”
  Cat people, like their pets, were usually about 
12 percent more neurotic. However, they were 
11 percent more open  than dog people were. 
Openness shows that they have a general appre-
ciation for art, emotion, adventure, imagination, 
curiosity, and more. 
  One local cat person, Lara Pittman, assistant cat 
intake manager at Adopt-A-Pet in Fenton, said that 
she sees cat people as being more introverted. “Cat 
people keep to themselves more,” she said. If you 
are a cat person then you “get” all the personalities, 
meaning that cat people love all cats, while dog 
people do not always “get” it and often pick and 
chose what cats they like and dislike.”
  Whether it is believable, a person’s choice in a 
pet may actually speak volumes about who they are.

Traits of cat 
PEOPLE
•  More likely to be women

•  11 percent more likely to be 
introverted

•  11 percent more unconventional

•  Less likely to be dominant

•  More creative

•  Often liberal

•  17 percent more likely to have a 
graduate degree

•  29 percent more likely to be a 
city dweller

•  33 percent more likely to live 
alone

         Traits of dog 
PEOPLE
•  More likely to be men

•  15 percent likely to be 
extroverted

•  50 percent more conservative

•  11 percent more conscientious

•  13 percent more agreeable

•  More trusting

•  36 percent more outdoorsy

•  30 percent more likely to live in 
rural areas

•  More likely to get or be married

•  28 percent more likely to own 
their own home

Source: petsupplies.com

Cat 
people 
keep to 
themselves 
more.
Lara Pittman
Assistant Cat 
Intake Manager 
at Adopt-A-Pet

‘‘
’’

HOT LINE CONTINUED

IT IS HARD to believe this country is 
going to put up with two more years with 
the most dysfunctional administration this 
country has ever seen. Any person with 
any common sense can see it. It borders 
on so ridiculous that it blows my mind. The 
Obama administration is useless.



THERE IS AN ordinance within the town-
ship that prohibits barking dogs. Call the 
Township office with the offender’s ad-
dress as well as the sheriff’s office. They 
will contact the owner and make the bark-
ing stop. Remember, it isn’t the dog’s fault, 
it is the owner.



AMERICAN ENEMIES ARE well aware 
that we are now under the weakest leader-
ship of our nation. They know we will never 
have an administration as weak as we 

have now. So if they are going to make a 
move, it will be in the near future.



MICHIGAN LEADERS SOLD us down 
the river by allowing fireworks to be sold 
in the state. In what way do scared dogs 
and crying, awakened babies benefit the 
taxpayers? The logic escapes me.



CAN SOMEONE tell me why, after 30 
years of no fireflies, they have been so 
prevalent these past couple years? There 
are literally hundreds of them in my yard 
every single night.



DEAR POLITICIAN — ROBO calls are 
annoying and disruptive. Please do not 
have a computer call me and spout your 
qualifications or disparage your opponent. 
I can read the newspaper and listen to the 
radio or TV. Your calls are not appreciated!



Keeping 
Smiles Healthy 

& Bright!

Dr. Jeremy M. Grove DDS
501 S. Bridge Street, Linden • 810-735-7511

www.dentist inlinden.com

Call Kim Henderson 810-625-9791 or Wendy Caster 810-488-2647  
or visit www.VisionsInMotionDance.com for more information

1149 N. Leroy • Fenton (same plaza as Sherwin Williams)

Ballet • Jazz • Tap • Pointe 
Theater • Lyrical • Hip Hop

Ages 2+  
Beginner - Advanced

August 11th – 14th 
Ages 5-7 • 5:00-7:00pm (Levels B-1)

Ages 8-12 • 5:30-7:30pm (Levels 2+3)
Age 13+ • 6:00-8:00pm (Levels 4+5)

Workshop Fee: $100 per session 
(Includes registration fee for the fall!)

SUMMER

WORKSHOP

This workshop is designed for the more serious 
dancer interested in really trying to reach their full 
potential. This is a great way to have your dancers 
push themselves to the next level and give them a 

great start into the upcoming dance year. 

Elect a new face to the Republican Party & State House-51st District

where Everything Counts & Everybody Matters
Sheila Barr

Paid for by: Elect Sheila Barr-51st District: 8304 Pleasant Ct, Goodrich, MI 48438

www.betterwithbarr.com

Sales & Service Installation • Servicing all makes & models • Heat pumps • Boilers • Furnaces

FREE ESTIMATE & 
HEATING SYSTEM 

ANALYSIS  
Don’t call a sales-

man—Call a heating & 
cooling expert

409 E. Caroline, Fenton • 810-629-4946 • www.davelambheating.com

We’re here 24/7! We Make House Calls!

We pride ourselves on giving back to our local  
community & charitable organizations.

Discount to all military families past & present for 
the entire month of August! All Service Calls or Repairs

15% OFF
Because we appreciate our vets & 
military families we are extending 

our discount for all of August

The right agent, the right coverage, the right price.

Call me direct 
at 810.714.5826 
or 810.629.1566

Joan Liebrock
is pleased to provide you with:

We represent some of the finest insurance 
companies in Michigan. Check us out at:

bbmich.com

a free competitive
rate quote

You have a local Brown & Brown Advisor, 
and that makes all the difference.

1190 Torrey Rd., Fenton, MI 48430
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Our care outshines 
the competition!

810-606-9950
5370 E. Baldwin Road

Grand Blanc, MI 48439
theoaksatwoodfield.com

Our elegant and comfortable Health Campus provides 24-hour 
skilled nursing, assisted living and memory care services that 
are specially tailored to meet your specific needs.  Our programs 
and services are designed with one thing in mind: exceeding the 
expectations of our guests and their families.  Contact us today for 
more information.

5370 Baldwin Road  
Grand Blanc, MI 48439

810-606-9950 
theoaksatwoodfield.com

Our elegant and comfortable Health Campus provides 
24-hour skilled nursing, assisted living and memory care 
services that are specially tailored to meet your specific 
needs. Our programs and services are designed with one 
thing in mind: exceeding the expectations of our guests 
and their families.

Our care outshines
the competition!

Contact us today 
for more 

information!

DIVE TEAMS
Continued from Front Page
  Sgt. Dan Stemper of  the GCSD has 
been a diver for 15 years. He was on the 
scene at Lake Fenton last week, though 
as a supervisor, he didn’t have to get in 
himself.  He  said  the  man’s  body  was 
recovered  in  10  minutes  once  he  was 
located.
  He  said  search  diving  is  always  in 
the worst  conditions,  and  always  right 
along the trash, silt and plant life. They 
also know the family is up there waiting. 
He said divers sometimes have to block 
the emotions of searching for a person, 
and just focus on the job. “I don’t think 
you  really get used  to  it, you accept  it 
and move on,” he said. “It’s what you’re 
brought into the team to do.”
  Last year,  the GCSD had  to dive six 
times, sometimes for people. This year, 
there have been three dives. The Michi-
gan State Police (MSP) dive team found 
the missing Flushing man in Lake Fenton 
last week. When a vehicle or person needs 
to be found in Genesee County, often it’s 
the GCSD Dive Team that shows up to 
dive under ice, in murky water, or in riv-
ers with currents.
  “It’s  a  very  dangerous  function,  but 
like most anything with law enforcement, 
these  guys  volunteer  to  do  this,”  said 
Hart.  “They’re  kind  of  unsung  heroes, 
if you will.”
  Sgt. Randy Parros, of the MSP Under-
water Recovery Unit has done searches in 
Genesee County. He said when searching 
for a person underwater, “you want to be 
mentally prepared for that, those could be 
long days, long hours, and you know that 
family is distraught.”
  Really,  with  no  visibility  in  inland 
lakes, divers can be spared from seeing 
the  person  —  and  therefore  they  may 
also not be startled by it. “I’m here to do 
this for my family that’s missing a loved 
one,” he said.
  “It’s not as startling or traumatic, be-
cause you know you’re down there look-
ing for a person,” he said. Mentally, they 
are prepared knowing  they are  looking 
for a person in a specific area, and they 
are out there to find and bring them back. 
  To people  like Parros,  this  is second 
nature — except the time he had to find 
a child. “That’s difficult. I don’t see how 
anybody  can’t  be  affected  by  bringing 

up a child.” 
  His  first  dive was  also  difficult,  but 
through repetitiveness, he is able to treat 
the job like a job and even discuss it freely.
  The sherriff’s dive  team doesn’t  just 
search for a person, they also search for 
missing vehicles to help solve crimes — 
this was the case on Tuesday. Sometimes 
there is even a body inside the vehicle, 
under water.
  For whatever they’re searching, they 
first narrow down the search area, and try 
to mark out likely areas to search, and also 
consider eyewitness accounts. Hart said 
they’ll use math equations in the case of 
a current affecting  the person or object 
they’re looking for. 
  Today, finding objects in the water can 
be  done with  side-scanning  sonar,  as 
was utilized last week in Lake Fenton. 
All these tactics are used before a diver 
is sent down. An MSP dive team’s side 
scanner  located  the missing Flushing 
man in 43 feet of water. 
  The side scanning machine works us-
ing sonar, and a clear outline, or white 
shape  appears  on  the  screen  above. 
These scanners are important because 
water  in  area  lakes,  especially  Lake 
Fenton,  is  especially murky. He  said 
dive members will have a couple feet 
of visibility at most. 
  Searching  by  feel,  along  the  body 
of  a murky  river  or  lake  bed  can  be 
especially dangerous. Michigan  lakes 
tend  to  be  cold,  so  hypothermia  is 
always a concern. There are also a lot 
of sharp metallic objects in the water, 
like old shopping carts. Not only are 
lacerations  a  problem,  so  is  getting 
equipment tangled. 
  He said that with today’s technol-
ogy, finding a missing person is very 
likely,  and  his  divers  are  rarely  un-
successful. Factors like temperature, 
visibility, underwater plant  life, and 
depth  all  matter.  Also  the  object’s 
proximity to a structure like a dam is 
a factor. “It can be extremely danger-
ous,” Hart said.
  When a dive team member finds a 
body,  the body will be extracted us-
ing a gurney, like ones used in aerial 
rescues. He said it’s the most respectful 
way, as damage could have been caused 
by marine animals. A diver will signal the 
surface that they need a gurney.
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While diving, sheriff’s deputies use rope tugs to signal those on the surface. Two tugs 
means to change direction, three tugs is that they’ve found the object they’re seeking. 

The Freedom Center
2473 W. Shiawassee Ave.

Fenton, MI 48430

Open 
House
August 5th

6-8PM
Where kids are FREE to learn and grow!
We offer Preschool, Daycare, and Latch Key programs. 
Enrolling ages 6 weeks through latch key.
A licensed childcare center!

-Phonics
-Math
-Science
-Art

-Hands-on 
activities
-Music and 
Movement

-Spanish
-Sign Language
-Computers
& much more

Our Program Includes:

810.714.2235 • freedomchilddevelopmentcenter.com

Register before August 25th 
and we will waive the $50 

registration fee!

For anyone 60 years of age or older 
*Must present age verification

Men & Boys only
*Wednesdays Only, Walk-in Welcome

4013 Owen Rd., Fenton
Located behind Tropical Smoothie & Mancino’s

810-714-1489

Salon & Day Spa

Hair Cuts
Massage

& so much more!

$20 $13
$30$55

Hair Cut & Style
Perm & Cut

& so much more!

Home of the Original

MENSDAY
WEDNESDAY

Now Offering

GOLDEN
TUESDAYS

Our  Senior Day
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By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 Maximizing your Social Security ben-
efits can be a tricky business, especially 
when your own circumstances of life get 
in the way of a “cookie cutter” answer. 
  One  misstep  can  result  in  the  loss 
of  thousands of dollars  in benefits, so 
it’s  important  that you  strategize well 
in advance. You may want to consider 
using a financial planner who can spell 
out your own specific scenarios.
  There are a few clever and legal ways 
to time the collection of your retirement 
benefits to increase their worth, accord-
ing to Kipplinger.com. It may mean the 
difference between thousands of dollars 
of annual household income, plus larger 
benefits later.
  Although  you  can  collect  Social 
Security  at  age 62,  it may be wise  to 

hold off. The key  to maximizing your 
family’s  Social  Security  income  is  to 
wait until your normal retirement age, 
currently 66  for  anyone born between 
1943 and 1954, before you begin to collect 
benefits. For people born in 1960 or later, 
the normal retirement age will gradually 
increase to 67, under current law, unless 
Social Security reforms change the rules.
  Once you reach that normal retirement 
age based on your year of birth, two things 
happen:
  • You are no longer subject to the earn-
ings  cap, meaning you  can  continue  to 
work without  jeopardizing  any of your 
Social Security income.
  • You can get creative with your collec-
tion strategy to maximize your benefits.
Strategies for married couples
  Couples can greatly  increase  their  life-
time Social Security wealth by coordinating 

Confused about Social Security?
uResearch your specific situation and contact a 
professional retirement planner for best advice

Summary
uThe key to maximizing your family’s 
Social Security income is to wait until 
your normal retirement age, currently 
66 for anyone born between 1943 
and 1954, before you begin to collect 
benefits.

their benefits. Here are two examples from 
AARP, assuming a bread-winning husband 
with  a  slightly  younger wife who  has  a 
modest Social Security benefit of her own.
  Claim and switch —  the wife  takes 
her own retirement benefit at 62. When 
her husband reaches full retirement age, 
he files for spousal benefits on his wife’s 
account  (called  a  “restricted  applica-
tion,” he has to be at least 66 to qualify). 
He would get half of her benefit. At 70, 
the husband switches to his own benefit, 
which has grown by 8 percent a year, plus 
cost-of-living increases. If he dies first, 
his wife switches to her survivor’s benefit, 
now enhanced by those 8-percent gains.
  File and suspend — the husband files 
for his own retirement benefit at 66, but 
asks  that  it be suspended. That  lets his 
future benefit continue to grow. His wife 
immediately files for spousal benefits on 
her  husband’s  account.  She would  get 
one-half of his benefit. At 70, he claims 
his payments, including those 8 percent 
increases. 
  If  both  partners  had  high  earnings, 
they’d play it differently. 
  The husband might file and suspend at 
66. When the wife reaches 66, she’d re-
quest spousal benefits on his account. At 
70, each would claim retirement benefits 
based on their personal earnings record.
  Obviously,  the  optimum  strategy  is 
different  for  all  couples, depending on 
their ages and which spouse has the higher 
earnings.
What about divorce?
  For  the  most  part,  Social  Security 
provides divorced spouses benefits just as 
they do spouses, if certain requirements 
are met. A divorced spouse can collect a 
Social Security retirement benefit on the 
work record of their ex-husband (or ex-
wife), if they are at least 62, were married 
for at least 10 years, are unmarried now, 
and are not eligible for a higher benefit 
based on their own work record.
  To collect, a former spouse must also be 
at least 62 and eligible for Social Security 
benefits. Even if your ex is remarried, it 
won’t affect your right to divorcee ben-
efits, nor will it affect your ex’s retirement 
benefits or his current spouse’s benefits. 
  However,  remarrying makes you  in-
eligible  for divorced  spouse’s  benefits, 
unless the later marriage ends. 

HELPFUL WEBSITES FOR 
SOCIAL SECURITY 

INFORMATION:
www.ssa.gov/myaccount

www.aarp.org/money/social-security
www.socsec.org

 
LOCAL SOCIAL 

SECURITY OFFICES:
1149 Robert T. Longway Blvd.

Flint Township 
888-318-7282

 
2021 W. Carpenter Rd.

Flint Township 
877-748-9766

 
National hotline:
1-800-772-1213

SOME QUICK FACTS:
(Social Security Administration)

 
• A total of 41.4 percent take the 
benefits as soon as they’re eligible 
at age 62.

• Half of Americans 65 and older 
rely on Social Security for at least 50 
percent of their family income.

• A total of 23 percent rely on So-
cial Security for 90 percent or more 
of their family income.

• The average monthly Social 
Security benefit is $1,294.

  If your child has difficulty with read-
ing in school, glasses aren’t always the 
answer.
  Vision therapy — a type of physical 
therapy for the eyes and brain — may 
be more effective  in  resolving visual 
problems which interfere with reading, 
learning and educational instruction.
  Common vision problems  such  as 
lazy eye, crossed eyes, double vision, 
conversion  insufficiency  and  some 
reading and  learning disabilities may 
be  treated  well  with  vision  therapy. 
Adults who are  literate but have dif-
ficulty with getting past the mechanical 
phase of reading and into the automated 
phase  will  also  benefit  from  vision 
therapy.
  Juan  Alvarado,  O.D.  and  Cynthia 
Cupal, O.D., F.A.A.C., of Fenton Vi-
sion Center  in downtown Fenton are 
both  licensed  in  vision  therapy  and 
have a trained vision therapist on staff. 
  “The kids who need vision therapy 
are the ones who hate school, because 
the classes that require a lot of reading 
are so difficult for them. We can turn 
that right around with vision  therapy 
so they can feel an overall enjoyment 
of school.”
What is vision therapy?
  It’s a progressive program of vision 
exercises or procedures that begin after 
a child or adult has had a routine eye 
exam and undergone functional testing 
to determine that they will benefit from 

vision therapy. 
  “Typically  in  our  office,  patients 
will come in once a week for therapy, 
then will  do  ‘homework’  five  nights 
a week,  although  this process varies 
depending upon each individual case,” 
said Alvarado.
  Depending on the case, vision ther-
apy procedures are prescribed to help 
patients develop or improve fundamen-
tal visual skills and abilities; improve 
visual comfort, ease and efficiency and 
change how a patient processes or inter-
prets visual information. “A child who 
has double vision doesn’t realize that’s 
not normal vision,” said Alvarado. 
  Unlike other forms of exercise, vi-
sion  therapy  is not  to  strengthen  the 
eye muscles. Eye muscles are already 
incredibly strong. 

Some of the in-office vision therapy 
tools used may include:
• Corrective lenses
• Therapeutic lenses
• Prism lenses
• Optical filters
• Occluders or eye patches
• Electronic targets with timing 
mechanisms
• Computer software
• Balance boards
• Visual-motor-sensory integration 
training devices

Do you see 
what I see?

uVision therapy can help all ages with common 
problems or difficulty readingIt’s the 

single most 
rewarding thing I 
do as an optometrist.
Juan Alvarado, O.D.
Fenton Vision Center

‘‘
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Dr. Juan Alvarado, O.D. and Dr. Cynthia 
Cupal, O.D., F.A.A.O bring a high level 
of practice and specialization to their 
patients.

212 W. Silver Lake Rd. Fenton
www.fentonvision.com

810-629-3070

PAID ADVERTISEMENT - Story written by Sally Rummel March 13, 2013 “In Focus” edition
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Why gas prices jump 
around at the pump
• Gas prices generally rise in the 
spring and summer and usually drop 
in the fall and winter.
• Gas prices rise after hurricanes 
or other natural disasters, because 
most refineries border the Gulf of 
Mexico.
• Major threats to the world’s oil 
supply can drive up prices of both oil 
and gas. The threat usually starts in 
the Middle East, which supplies most 
of the world’s oil.
• Commodities traders can 
create a price bubble through sheer 
speculation. They buy now, hoping 
that the actual price will rise so they 
can sell the contract at a profit. They 
anticipate and therefore exaggerate 
actual supply and demand trends.
• Gas prices vary regionally, 
depending on state taxes and 
regional formulations. California 
prices are usually the highest, 
because of taxes of $.66 per gallon. 
Michigan gas tax is currently $.19 per 
gallon.
• The value of the dollar can affect 
oil and gas prices, because oil 
contracts are priced only in dollars. 

Source: About.com U.S. Economy

GAS
Continued from Front Page
  The average price for regular gas has 
dropped  9  cents  per  gallon,  according 
to  the  Lundberg  Survey,  a  nationwide 
survey group. Refineries are said to have 
processed  more  petroleum,  which  has 
resulted in the price decline.
  In  the  tri-county  area  this week,  the 
lowest gas was priced at $3.28 per gallon 
for cash at the BP station on Owen Road 
and  the highest price gas for cash, was 
$3.69 per gallon at the BP on Thompson 
Road and U.S. 23, according to gasbuddy.
com. The current average price for gas in 
the U.S. this week was $3.67.
  Analysts suggest that the drop in fuel 
prices has come about despite rising ten-
sions in the Middle East and a surge in 
the global crude oil price. Industry analyst 
Trilby Lundberg suggests that U.S. re-
fineries are believed to have abundant 
supplies of crude oil and now they are 
reducing the wholesale price to achieve 
higher sales. 
  “It’s  really  a  mid-summer  gift,”  he 
said,  in a  report on michigangasprices.
com. “Refiners have been on a kick to run 
more crude, run at high prices and to cut 
price. There’s an abundance of gasoline, 
inventories are high and refiners are cut-
ting to chase those summer sales.
  But before you get too excited about 
the price drop, talk to a local gas station 
owner like Doug “Smitty” 
Smith, of Exit 80 Sunoco 
in  Fenton.  “In  the  last 
three  days,  the  price  I 
pay for my gas has gone 
up 6 cents. It hasn’t been 
reflected  in  the  price  I 
charge at the pump yet, but 
you’ll see  it go up at  the 
beginning of next week. I 
don’t pass the price hike to 
my customers ‘til I start us-
ing the higher priced gas.”
  He  buys  his  gas  from Corrigan Oil, 
paying the rack price set at 6 p.m. every 
evening. “I have no  idea why  it’s gone 

In the last 
three days, the 
price I pay for 
my gas has 
gone up 6 cents 
per gallon.
Doug “Smitty” Smith
Exit 80 Sunoco

‘‘

’’

up, but  I  think  it may be 
because  of  the  upcoming 
Labor Day holiday in late 
August.  I can see  the gas 
prices  creeping  up  until 
then.”
  With a profit margin on 
gas of just 3 percent, cool 
summer nights and recent 
cold weather hasn’t helped 
gas  sales  any.  “Usually, 
people buy more gas in the 

summer for their boats, jet skis, etc., but 
it’s been too cold to boat lately. I’m glad 
I also sell snack foods and bait,” he said.

By Terry Connell
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
  Holly  —  Holly  Village  Council 
unanimously approved a proposed plan 
on  July  22  to  install  a  master  water 
meter servicing Sun Communities, Inc.
  Sun Communities owns and manages 
Hawaiian Gardens  and Holly Village 
manufactured  home  com-
munities  for  a  combined 
419  home  sites.  Both  are 
located  on  Grange  Hall 
Road  and  served  by  the 
village of Holly water. Sun 
is responsible for the water 
infrastructure and distribu-
tion to the individual home 
sites, each fitted with a water 
meter. 
  Village of Holly Public Works (DPW) 
Director Brian Klassen estimates it would 
take  three  to  six months  to  install  the 
meter  system. He  said  once  approved, 
installation could begin in September. 
  Clerk/Treasurer  Cathrene  Behrens 
supplemented  Klassen’s  report  with 
figures used to gauge current rate of loss 
and estimate recovery. Referring to Sun’s 
water system, she said, “They know that 
their system is not tight. In other words, 

there’s a lot of leaks there. People could 
be  taking  water  illegally  —  we  don’t 
know — but we don’t have any way to 
check that.”
  Behrens  said,  “Industry  standards  is 
30-percent water  loss  in  situations  like 
that. Over January  to June,  the Village 
suffered  a  loss  of  $15,109.50.”  Based 

on  records  and  forecasts, 
the  $100,000  installation 
would pay for itself in less 
than three years, according 
to Behrens.
  Council Member George 
Kullis  highlighted  three 
ways  the Village  of Holly 
would  save money, begin-
ning  with  a  reduction  of 
loss due to leakage. He said, 

“Transient  homes  are  hard  to  keep  up 
with. People move out and we are unable 
to track them down, and yes, over time, 
it ends up going on the property taxes for 
Sun, but we were looking at $30,000 in 
arrearage at one point in time.”
  Kullis added, “Not to mention, we’re 
going to save money — 420 customers 
times 12 months  that we don’t have  to 
spend postage on. This thing is a win-win 
all the way around.”

Holly water meter project targets reduced waste 

They know 
that their 
system is 
not tight.
Cathrene Behrens
Holly Village 
clerk/treasurer
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Blacktop  Driveways

DIRT. DUST. TRACKING.
Get Rid Of 
It NOW!

10’x70’

D.O.W. 
FLINT

SERVING THE 
AREA FOR OVER 

25 YEARS

FREE  ESTIMATES

ASPHALT
PAVING

$1500
Commercial • Residential

Call Robert at

750-9760
 or 800-297-0688

Need a New Roof?

Charles Nelson 810-732-7999

Free Estimates
Tear-Offs
Re-Roof

License #2101140011

Call today for the BEST PRICE of the SEASON!Guaranteed quality all year round.

FREE CONSULTATION
with regard to all Social Security or SSI matters

Robert M. Crites & Associates

You Have Questions…
We Have Answers

• SOCIAL SECURITY 
 DISABILITY CLAIMS

• SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS 
 FOR CHILDREN

• SOCIAL SECURITY CLAIMS  
 BY PEOPLE OVER 50
If you are considering applying for Social Security or 
S.S.I. benefits and have questions about the procedure 
or law call our office. We will analyze your case, give 
you some suggestions that will help you with your 
application, and send you an information packet 
showing you where and how to apply for your benefits.

There is absolutely NO CHARGE for our services 
UNLESS WE ACCEPT YOUR CASE and WIN IT!

We have an excellent reputation for thorough 
preparation - No law office, either local or out  
of state has a higher success ratio!

810-767-5252
www.criteslaw.com

Check our website for more information about our services.

Flint Office 
1030 S. Grand Traverse, 

Flint, MI 48502 
Office Hours: 

Mon-Fri 9am-12pm & 1:30pm-5pm

Swartz Creek Office
9001 Miller Road, 

Swartz Creek, MI 48473 
Office Hours: 

Tues & Thurs 7:30pm-9pm

OVER 25 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Robert M. Crites
Attorney at Law
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HANNAH JOSLIN
Spring Meadows’ 

girls junior  
champion

INSIDE SPORTS:?

Did you know — Hooks Dauss is the all-time Tiger leader for career wins with 211. 

FIRST TEAM

Name	 School
Bri Costigan............................... Fenton
Grace Walterhouse ................... Linden
Brennan Sullivan ....................... Fenton
Kaitlyn Begley .................. Lake Fenton
Miranda Quick .................. Lake Fenton
Katie Wilkowski ......................... Linden
Kaleigh Keyandwy..................... Fenton

Name																																			School
Ashlyn Skidmore .............. Lake Fenton
Jessie Magalski ......................... Linden
Maddie Zayan ........................... Linden
Ann Fetzer .................................... Holly
Mackenzie Murphy .................... Fenton
Hannah Evo............................... Fenton

Madison Paige (K) ..................... Linden

FEMALE	SOCCER	PLAYER	OF	THE	YEAR:	
Jordan Newman, Lake Fenton junior

A First-Team All-State selection, Newman broke the career prep goal 
scoring record in the state of Michigan by scoring 195 during her four 

seasons. She scored 41 this season.

Here is a list of the 

players that made 

our All Tri-County 

Girls Soccer Team 

as selected by the 

sports staff.

All Tri-County Girls Soccer Team 

FOOTBALL QUOTE

Who were known 
as the ‘G Men’ 
in Detroit Tiger 
history? 

You’ll have to go 
back to the 1930s 
for the answer. 
Hank Greenberg, 
Charlie Gehringer 
and Goose Goslin 
led the Tigers to 
the 1935 champi-
onship.

SPORTS 
TRIVIA

 Here is a list of four of my 
favorite girls soccer players 
I’ve watched play in the tri-
county area. They are listed 
in alphabetical order.
Tori Bailey
 Bailey was so short and 
yet so talented. And she may 
have been the most unselfish 
superstar I’ve seen in my 
time in the tri-county area. I 
wondered if at her size she 
could play college soccer at 
the SEC level. She did and 
did so impressively.
Mary-Kathryn Fiebernitz
 Fiebernitz was willing to 
put her body on the line to 
get the job done. She has 
had the injuries to prove 
it over the years. She’s at 
Michigan State.
Jordan Newman
 There’s a reason she 
ended her prep career as 
the all-time leading scorer in 
state history — Newman’s 
very good. It seemed every 
time she had possession, 
you thought she could score.
Jaime Tomaszewski
 She’s a lot like Newman 
in that you felt she could 
score any second. She 
had a great ability to drive 
vertical, scare the three 
defenders between her and 
the goal and figure a way to 
score. No one attacked on 
a straight line better.

DAVID’S 
LISTS

Record-breaking	Newman	
leads	our	girls	soccer	team

By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com

  When  it comes  to soc-
cer, Jordan Newman is a pretty 

special player.
  That  became  pretty  obvious  early  in  life. 
How early? How about when she was 4.
“I  don’t  remember  it  that well,  but my  par-
ents told me when I was 4 in AYSO, a whole 
bunch of parents came up  to my mom and 
dad and said, ‘Your daughter is a natural,and 
is going to do good things.’ A couple of them 
even came to my open house and said, ‘I told 
you so.’ It’s kind of funny.”
  Those people were right. But maybe they 
couldn’t have guessed just how good the Lake 
Fenton graduate ended up being. Newman be-
came  the greatest  female prep goal  scorer  in 
Michigan history this year, capping her career 
with  195  goals.  She  completely  destroyed  the 

old  record  of  168  posted  by  Newaygo’s  Jaleen 
Dingledine  (2004-
07),  making  her  an 
obvious choice as our 
repeat Tri-County Fe-
male Soccer Player of 
the Year.

LF grad ends career with 195 goals

Lake Fenton’s 
Jordan Newman

PHOTO BY 
SCOTT SCHUPBACH

  Despite all of the goals, it’s other reasons why 
Lake Fenton girls soccer coach Lenny Glasstetter 
is going to miss Newman next year.
  “I think of all the good times we had, and I’m 
not even thinking about soccer,” Glasstetter said. 
“She has a great bubbly personality and she re-
ally  likes  to help people.  I have never seen her 
talk bad about anyone. She’s just a great person. 
And  when  she  plays,  she’s  electrifying  on  the 
pitch  anywhere  she  plays.  She  can  score  from 
anywhere.”

WORKING	ON	GETTING	THE	RECORD
  Glasstetter has had his share of great goal scor-
ers during his time as Lake Fenton’s girls soccer 
coach. Back in the day there was Rene LeBlanc. 
And just a bit after her came Jaime Tomaszewski. 
The 2008 graduate scored 132 goals during her 
career. At the time that tally was dauntingly im-
pressive. However, it wasn’t long after that when 
the Newman era began.
  During  her  freshman  season,  Newman 
showed what  she was  capable  of,  scoring  40 
goals and collecting eight assists. She only got 
better with each year on the pitch. Her sopho-
more season, Newman collected 56 goals and 
17 assists, and she followed that season with 58 

goals and 15 assists her junior season, placing 
her just 14 goals behind that all-time 
state record.
  Newman  missed  a  few  games 
this season due to injury, but those 
injuries  couldn’t  keep  her  from 
destroying  the  state  record.  She 
finished her  senior  season with 41 
goals and 11 assists. 
  “The  one  thing  all  three  had  in 
common was we always had fun, but 
once all  three stepped on  the field, 
they were  dead  serious,” Glasstet-
ter said about his three scorers. “All 
three would do anything they could 
for the team. Jordan is like that.
  “Whenever a coach gets a player 
as talented as Jordan, you learn a bit 
from that player. They play at such 
a high level that they do things dif-
ferently. She taught me a lot.”

See NEWMAN on 19A

13575 Fenton Rd • Fenton • www.adoptapetfenton.com
Closed Mondays - Open Tues.-Sat. 10-3pm • Sun. 1-4pm 

810-629-0723

To adopt these animals 
PLEASE CALL:

SPONSORED BY: SPONSORED BY:SPONSORED BY:

Gypsy

Kittens!
Black, grey, orange, tabby striped:  

We have kittens for you that are just right!
Adoption fee is $60; kittens are fully vetted.

 1401 East Court St. Flint, MI
810-762-0200 
www.mcc.edu

3180 W. Silver Lake Rd.
Fenton  

810-750-1360 
www.chassefenton.com

I’m one year old 
black lab and a 
ball of energy.
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NEWMAN
Continued from Page 18A
  Newman’s  career-breaking  169th 
goal  came  in  an  8-1  victory  at  home 
against  Perry.  It  came  on  a  pass  from 
Brenna  Meicher  with  Newman  at  the 
right side of  the net. Newman dribbled 
the ball by  a defender  to  the  center of 
the net, shot and scored. Newman ended 
the contest with five goals, placing her 
at 171 for her career. At the time New-
man didn’t get too concerned about the 
record.  However,  she’s  admitted  time 
has changed her viewpoint.
  “It’s  weird  because  at  first  it  didn’t 
mean as much,” Newman said. “People 
will bring  it up, saying ‘You know she 
holds  the  Michigan  goal  scoring  re-
cord?’ I’ll just smile and go with it. 
  “It  doesn’t  mean  more  than  before, 
but  it’s  cool  knowing  that  I’ll  be  able 
to  look back one day and  tell my kids 
(about the record).”

SILENCING	THE	CRITICS
  It seems  these days whenever some-
one  breaks  a  record,  there  is  someone 
out to discredit it. And Newman’s crush-
ing  of  the  career  goal  scoring  record 
hasn’t come without critics. There were 
occasional whispers whenever Newman 
played.  People  would  wonder  if  she 
played for a stronger team, or maybe if 
the Blue Devils played stronger compe-
tition, would she still hold the state goal 
record?  Newman  has  heard  the  ques-
tions  herself.  She’s  heard  it  from  the 
players  on  stronger  teams,  squads  like 
Powers. She doesn’t let it bother her too 
much and lets her record do the talking 
for her.
  “They say things like, ‘You wouldn’t 

Newman’s Numbers
 
 Here are Jordan Newman’s scoring numbers 
during her first three seasons with the Lake Fen-
ton varsity girls soccer team.

SEASON      GLS   ASTS TPTS
Freshman 40 8 48 
Sophomore 56 17 73 
Junior 58 15 73 
Senior 41 11 52
 
Totals 195 51 194 
 
Newman broke the 
Michigan state girls 
prep record of 168 
goals set by 
Newaygo’s Jaleen 
Dingledine.

Jordan
Newman

Spring Meadows 
Junior Golf results

 Here is a list of the winners in 
the recent Junior Golf tournament 
held at Spring Meadows Country 
Club.

1 Hole Boys
 Flight A: Rocco Caponigiro
 Flight B: Evan Clay
1 Hole Girls
 Amelia Wittbrodt
3 Hole Boys
 Kaden Latreille
3 Hole Girls
 Flight A: Paige Craft
 Flight B: Darielle Miller
5 Hole Boys
 Flight A: Riley Carroll
 Flight B: Kyle Dunfield
5 Hole Girls
 Flight A: Delany Jones
 Flight B: Hannah Covert
9 Hole Boys
 1st: Dylan Huck
 2nd: Jack Reese Miller
 3rd: Braden Lapa
9 Hole Girls
 1st: Brooke Herbstreit
 2nd: Zoey Howieson
18 Hole Boys
 1st: Zack Sutika
 2nd: Alec Bond
18 Hole Girls
 1st: Hannah Joslin
 2nd: Molly Gundry

TRI-COUNTY TIMES I SUBMITTED PHOTO

Hannah Joslin recently captured the 
18-hole girls title at Spring Meadows’ 
Junior Golf Tournament.

Joslin, Sutika 
win top junior 
golf honors at 
Spring Meadows
By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  One  defended  her  title. The  other 
earned his first  in  the  last chance he 
had to get it.
  Hannah Joslin captured the 18-hole 
girls Junior Golf title at Spring Mead-
ows  for  the  second  straight  season, 
dominating the field by 18 strokes.
  Joslin  shot  a  90-91-181  to  earn 
first in the 36-hole tournament. Molly 
Gundry finished second. Zack Sutika 
was the men’s winner.
  “I wasn’t happy with the score, but 
I won,” said Joslin, who will be a se-
nior at Linden High School. “Usually 
I shoot in the mid- to low-80s. I don’t 
know what happened.
  “It’s nice  to win because  I  like  to 
feel  that  I had an  impact.  It’s almost 
a  small  society  (at Spring Meadows 
Country Club). They’ve all helped me 
so much and I wanted to win to show 
how  much  I  appreciate  what  they 
taught me.”
  Joslin had a nice lead after the first 
day but then shot a 41 on the front nine 
of her second day to blow the tourna-
ment open.
  Sutika dominated the boys 18 hole 
tourney,  posting  a  36-hole  score  of 
75-79-154, defeating Alec Bond who 
finished second with a 172. Bond won 
the tourney last year.
  “I finally won on my last chance,” 
Sutika  said.  “It  was  pretty  sweet  to 
come out with a win during my  last 
year, because this way no one can beat 
me (next year to win the title).”
  Sutika is having a strong summer of 
golf. He’s playing on  the Top 50 Ju-
nior Golf tour and is currently second 
in the point standings. He has a 78.4 
average on the tour.
  “My  irons  are  getting  better.  I’ve 
been  getting  lessons  from  Jeremy 
Hubbard. He’s  been  helping me  out 
with  my  swing,”  Sutika  said.  “My 
iron play has been better than the last 
couple of years.”

have  the  record  if  you 
played against us,’ and  I’ll 
mention,  ‘I  scored  against 
you, too.’
  “People  spent  practices 
working  on  trying  to  stop 
me.  They  double-  and  tri-
ple-team  me  and  it’s  frus-
trating  to  hear  comments 
like that. When I’m playing 
Powers  it’s  not  just  aver-
age players double-teaming 
you. They are girls going to 
Michigan  State  and  Wake 
Forest, and I scored against 
them too.”

SCORING	GOALS
  So  how  does  Newman 
score  all  those  goals?  It 
might  have  something  to 
do with the way her mind is 
able to focus on the action around her.
  “It’s almost like everything in my mind slows 
down,” Newman said. “I am not the type of play-
er to rush it, to speed things up when I’m under 
pressure.”
  Of course, hard work has something  to do 
with it as well.
  “She’s such a hard worker,” Glasstetter said. 
“She’s driven to be the best player she can be.”
  Newman’s  talent  is  readily  on  display  for 
anyone  who  wants  to  see  it.  She  averages 
about a goal a game with her travel squad and 
is headed  to Division 1 Charleston Southern 
University.
  “I can’t wait to see the level of play,” 
Newman said. “It’s going to be more 
similar to club ball, and it’s the high-
est level you can play. I’m excited.”
  Charleston  Southern  is  prob-
ably pretty excited as well.
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3000 Owen Rd. @ US-23 in Fenton 
Toll Free 1-855-388-0328

www.canever.com

SALES HOURS
Mon, Tues & Thurs: 8:30am - 8pm 
Wed & Fri: 8:30am - 6pm 
Saturday: 10am - 4pm  • Sunday: CLOSED

SERVICE HOURS
Monday: 7:00am - 8pm 
Tues - Fri: 7:00am - 6pm 
Saturday: 8am - 2pm  • Sunday: CLOSED

2001 Volkswagen Jetta
8329810A....... $3,900 

2010 Dodge Journey R/T 173952A
Best.value.within.200.miles!.Nice.tires,.leather/
heated.seats,.DVD.Player,.Back-Up.Camera

2007 Chevrolet Impala LT
174009A......... $6,900.

2008 Chevrolet Aveo
174014........... $5,500.

2007 Pontiac G6
8322986A....... $4,560.

2008 Chevrolet Uplander
1330413A....... $5,900.

2011 Chevrolet Impala LT
1218275A......$10,900.

2006 Pontiac G6
173980A......... $3,900.

2011 Chevrolet Suburban
1168410A.....$30,900.

2002 Dodge Dakota
1120947B........ $2,900.

2010 GMC Acadia
1308579A.....$18,900.

2006 Chevrolet Equinox
8329665A....... $4,900.

2005 Chevrolet Suburban
1207772A....... $8,900.

2010 Ford Focus
6268237A....... $7,900.

$11,700 

$108
2014 Chevrolet Raffle - Your Choice!

Stop in to Vic Canever to buy your winning ticket!
You choose which vehicle and you choose the color you want!

(or $30,000 Cash Option)

Tickets are $100 each,
1000 tickets will be sold.

36 
MONTH 
LEASE

2014 CHEVROLET EQUINOX
2014 CHEVROLET VOLT

2014 CHEVROLET MALIBU2014 CHEVROLET CRUZE 1LT

$209 $150
Stk# 2251810

2014 CHEVROLET IMPALA Stk# 1362631

2014 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500, 
DOUBLE CAB, 4X4

2014 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE

Stk# 1352326

All.leases.are.24.month.except.the.volt.which.is.a.36.month.lease,.10,000.miles.per.year...GM.Employee.pricing...Payments.are.$2,000.down,.plus.tax,.license,title.and.doc.fee...Include.lease.loyalty.and.Volt.includes.Volt.owner.loyalty.rebate...
**0.Percent.for.up.to.72.months.on.2014.Silverado.and.up.to.60.months.for.2014.Tahoe,.Traverse.and.Suburban.in.lieu.of.rebate..***Includes.GM.Discount,.all.applicable.rebates,.USAA.rebate,.plus.tax,.plates,.title,.doc.

Stk# 8414418 Stk# 6105607

0% 72APR
FOR

MONTHS FOR 
QUALIFIED BUYERS**

$183 $189
Stk# 4120506T

$145 $180

GM EDUCATOR DISCOUNT PROGRAM
Supplier Pricing on most ’14/’15 MY Chevrolets.

Available to Teachers / Staff / Employees of Public & Private Schools, Colleges and Universities

Stk# 1184381

LEASE PULL AHEAD IS BACK!

HUGE SAVINGS!
22 DEMOS TO CHOOSE FROM!

DEMO

PER MONTH
LEASE

PER MONTH
LEASE

PER MONTH
LEASE

PER MONTH
LEASE

PER MONTH
LEASE

PER MONTH LEASE
PER MONTH LEASE

2014 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500, 
DOUBLE CAB, 4X4 Stk# 1375454 2014 CAMARO SS CONVERTIBLE

Stk# 5186632$10,595***SAVE OVER WAS $42,490

HOT DEAL!

NOW $35,999***

2003 Ford F-150 4WD
1303052B........ $7,500

TRUST OUR CARS!
TRUST OUR PEOPLE! 
TRUST OUR PRICES! 

THESE VEHICLES 
MUST SELL AT OR 

BELOW WHOLESALE!!! 

VIEW MORE  
PRE-OWNED 

VEHICLES 
ONLINE AT

VICCANEVER.COM
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