
Revenues and
expenditures are 
down from last year
By Anna Troppens
atroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792 
  Fenton  —  The city is in 
solid financial condition, the 
annual audit from Abraham & 
Gaffney, P.C. shows. 

 Alan Panter presented audit 
results to Fenton City Council 
at Monday’s worksession, say-
ing the city has 23.9 percent in 
fund balance reserves, up from 
23.5 percent the year before. It 
increased by $86,155.
 A minimum of 15 to 20 per-
cent fund balance, for the city’s 

See solid on 16

StoRy: 
NegotiatioNs 
with MichigaN 
Brew coMpaNy
‘‘Of course the 
church is going to 
object to a liquor 

estab-
lishment. 
They 
already, 
appar-
ently, 
objected 

through this forum. 
I say the heck with 
them. If they don’t 
want an alcohol-serv-
ing restaurant there, 
then they should have 
purchased it and 
opened their own res-
taurant on the site.”

— T. Abraham

StReet talk: 
what chaNges 
would you like 
to see iN our 
couNtry iN 2011?
‘‘I would like to see 
more manufacturing 
done in the United 
States. Stop playing 
games with other 
countries. We must 
create more jobs here, 
not in Mexico, China, 
India, etc.” 

— Larry Y.

StoRy: FeNtoN 
dpw director 
retiriNg aFter 
41 years
‘‘Les and I have 
worked together off 
and on for several 

years, 
now. 
Whether 
it was in 
APWA 
or in 
Genesee 

County, every time 
I met him, he was a 
wealth of information 
and insight. We will 
miss you, Les.”

— Wm. Roger Buell
See online on 6
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Market to remain 
stable, experience 
modest growth
By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com
 If the market, job out-
look, and consumer spend-
ing seem even a little bit 
better recently, it might not 
be your imagination.

 Unemployment is still 
high and people are feel-
ing the effects of the re-
cession and the shrink-
ing of the economy that 
ended last year, but most 
indicators point to slow 
and steady growth for the 
United States, and the local 
economy in 2011. 

See outlook on 15

sheriff’s 
department 
seeks help 
identifying 
break-in 
suspects 
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 Fenton Twp. — The Genesee 
County Sheriff’s Department is 
investigating a summer burglary 
and is asking the community for 
help in solving the crime.
 Det. Sgt. Michael Ignash 
said detectives are attempting 
to identify two suspects caught 
on surveillance video from the 
business next door. 

See suspects on 5

Experts: Financial outlook for 2011 brighter
“I’ve been 

in business 
for 22 years. 

I’ve never 
seen such 

opportunities in 
investment and 

real estate.”
Patrik Welty

Realtor

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | submitted photo

Most indicators point to slow and steady growth 
for the U.S. and local economies in 2011. 

 In 2011, 
experts 
expect a 
fairly stable 
financial 
environment, 
with modest 
growth, but no 
huge gains for 
employment.

summary

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | submitted photo

This man is suspected of 
breaking into a consignment 
store in Fenton Township. 
Anyone with information about 
him is asked to call Det. Sgt. 
Michael Ignash.

summary
Fenton is in solid 
financial condition, 
its auditing firm 
says. The city 
has fund balance 
reserves of 23.9 
percent for its 
general fund, the 
largest operating 
fund it has.

Fenton in ‘solid’ financial shape

Shop Local 
reusable bags

keep your dollars in 
your community.

Call 810-629-8282 
to see where you

can get yours
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Kyle Martin (right), and Chance Curtis, third-grade students at North Road Elementary School in Fenton, 
check out the Grossology exhibit at the Alfred P. Sloan Museum in Flint Tuesday afternoon. The students  
also learned about early Michigan settlers during the field trip at the museum.

By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com
 A 27-year-old Argen-
tine Township man was 
killed in a one-vehicle 
rollover crash on U.S. 23 
in Mundy Township early 
Tuesday morning.
 According to Mundy 
Township police, Casey 

Masak was driving a 
Dodge Avenger, south-
bound on the highway 
at 12:37 a.m. The crash 
occurred between Grand 
Blanc and Reid roads. 
 Masak was fatally in-
jured. Two female passen-
gers, ages 28 and 40, both 

See crash on 16

A day at the museum

argentine man dies 
in crash on u.s. 23

Special articles and 
advertisements 
geared toward 
lifestyles of 

today’s senior 
citizens in this 

edition



2    Wednesday, January 5, 2011  tiMes Midweek www.tctimes.com

“LOVING CARE AT HOME”

Providing Quality Home Care Needs  
Since 1986

207 S. Saginaw • Holly

HQHC.com

HQ
Health Quest

Home Health Care

Health Quest Inc. is licensed, bonded and operated under the laws of the State of Michigan

For tHe beSt in Home HealtH Care Call our oFFiCe:

248-634-0611
 monday-Friday from 9-5pm

 24 Hour answering Service for emergencies or weekends

Care for clients with Alzheimer’s, 
MS, Parkinson’s, Hearing and/or Sight Impaired, 

and other Degenerative Conditions

we Place Home Care assistants 
and nurses who:

• Plan and prepare meals
• Help with bathing and dressing
• Provide companionship
• assist with exercise
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Next time a late meal triggers 
sleep-stealing heartburn, lie on 
your left side. This positions the 
esophagus higher than the stom-
ach, making it difficult for food and 
digestive acids to reflux back into 
the throat.

sleep-stealing 
heartburn

sMart holiday
solutions

Stop an earache by heating an 
onion half in the microwave for 
two minutes, until warm. Wrap 
in a soft cloth or paper towel 
and apply the flat side to your 
ear for 15 minutes. The heated 
vegetable emits sulfur, an anti-
inflammatory gas that relieves 
pressure and pain.

stop an earache2

1
By Anna Troppens
atroppens@tctimes.com
  Many dogs enjoy a fun 
romp through the snow, but 
when temperatures fall, it’s 
important for pet owners 
to make sure their animals 
stay warm enough. 
 It’s especially important 
for puppies and kittens, 
which cannot regulate 
their body temperatures 
as well as adult pets, said 
veterinarian Gary LaBar, 
of Pointe Animal Clinic 
in Fenton. If it’s below 40 

degrees, puppy and 
kitten owners need 
to be very careful, 
he said. Small ani-
mals have potential 
for frostbite on their 
feet, and the thin skin 
of their ears.
 Larger dogs, of 50- to 
60-plus  pounds, need 
access to an insulated 
doghouse if they are kept 
outdoors, LaBar said. The 
doghouse should have an 
insulated floor and walls,

See pets on 6

By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 The Christmas tree is down and the decora-
tions have been packed away. But, your home 
doesn’t have to look plain and bare after the 
holidays. You can create a new “sparkle” in 
2011, even with a drab winter landscape outside.
 The best place to start is with your own pho-
tos. Whether you use holiday pictures from this 
most recent Christmas, or 
go back to your family’s 
youngest years, you can 
create a gallery of photos 
that can line your stairway, 
fill an empty nook or cran-
ny, or make a statement 
above a mantle or fireplace. 
 “Photos should be on your walls or in a photo 
book, not just stored on your computer,” said 
Terry Green, photographer/owner of Billmeier 
Camera in Fenton. “I firmly believe we are doing 
a disservice to future generations by not printing 
out photos. We’re taking 10 times the digital pho-
tos we used to take with film, but we’re printing 

See wall photos on 15

pets
Extreme

on 
our
coldtough

Personalize your home with wall photos

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | TIM JAGIELO

Rachel Herstein, a lab technician at Billmeier Camera in Fenton, removes a print 
from the store’s new Canon printer. Images can be used to create framed art for 
decorating at home.

Hints 
for hanging 

photos
Page 15

Thomas A. Shuster, Do
Brad M. Sweda, MD

Board Certified Vascular Surgeons 
Fellow American College of Surgery/ 

American College of Phlebology

FA
C

t:

Vein disease 

affects  

25%
of our 
community

Are you having problems with restless, 
tired legs at the end of the day?

VARICoSE VEINS woRSEN oVER TIME
the symptoms of this unsightly condition include symptoms such as:  

PAin, leg heAVineSS, leg FAtigue, Swelling, Burning And itChing. 

Call to find out more about this quick & effective laser treatment,
covered by most insurance companies.

Blood

Valve

normAl Vein

VAriCoSe Vein

1-877-771-Vein
600 health Park Blvd. Ste. g, grand Blanc • 810.606.1660

www.flintveins.com

is
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off Fox News and exer-
cising your own brain.

nnn

PEOPLE, PEOPLE, 
PEOPLE, a full-body 
scan does not mean 
the TSA is undressing 
you. It takes a picture 
of your bones. An X-ray 
is all it is. Do you worry 
about anyone seeing 
you exposed during 
an X-ray? They do not 
have the power to see 
you unclothed.

n n n

I READ THE article about the Holly 
village manager’s position and my 
thought was, what a waste of taxpay-
ers’ time and money, again. Dissolu-
tion of our useless and incompetent 
village government would be the best 
thing to happen to Holly. 

n n n

I DON’T THINK it is unreasonable 
to interrupt someone talking on his 
or her phone during a school event, 
such as a choir or talent show. The 
thoughtlessness required to think it is 
OK to disrupt everyone else for your 
own selfish, self-serving purpose is 
rampant and on display daily while 
ordering food, standing in line and 
especially driving. It is rude and un-
acceptable — no exceptions. 

n n n

JANUARY IS STALKING Awareness 
Month. You are not to blame for your 
stalker’s behavior. Stalking is a crime. 
Call 1 (800) 394-2255 for help or for 
someone just to listen. Women are 
three times more likely to be stalked. 

n n n

THIS YEAR, AS we be-
gin to think of charitable 
giving, let’s really think 
of how best to offer 
help. Instead of walking 
for three days, we use 
that time and energy 
to make and deliver 
meals to shut-ins. Even 
generous tipping could 
be considered giving to 
somebody who could 
really use the money 
right in our very own 
community. All acts of 
kindness are great, but 
let’s think how best to make the most 
direct impact.

n n n

TO THE PERSON blaming the price 
of gas on the president, weren’t you 
the same person complaining when 
Democrats were blaming Bush for 
the high price of oil when he (well, 
Cheney, really) was president?

n n n

TO THE RICK Snyder lovers, you 
do realize that running a business 
doesn’t qualify you for anything 
other than generating a profit for 
your shareholders, not to mention 
the ‘anything for money’ mentality 
that running a business requires. It’s 
not like any business has ever abused 
its workers or the environment — oh, 
wait.

n n n

TO THE CONSERVATIVE who be-
lieves global warming is a scam, you 
do understand what the word ‘global’ 
means, right? Just because it was 
warm in your backwater berg doesn’t 
mean that the average temperature of 
the globe isn’t increasing. Try turning 

“I would retire, pay off 
my bills, give to charity, 
and probably move some-
place warm.”

— Cam Wojciechowski
Deerfield Township

“I think the first thing I’d 
do is take care of fam-
ily. Certainly an amount 
would go to charity. My 
wife would like a new 
home.”

— Stan Delahay 
Fenton Township

“I’ve got three (kids) in 
college, that’d be a start, 
paying off their tuition. 
I’d probably support my 
church and charitable 
organizations.”

— Sue Callahan
Linden

“There’s a few people I’d 
give money to that are hav-
ing some hard times. There 
are some philanthropic pro-
grams I’d support, and then 
I’d go someplace warm.”

—Kathy Anthony
Swartz Creek

“Spend it. Our church 
needs to rebuild the 
kitchen and a couple of 
bathrooms. I would spend 
that first. Then, I’d buy a 
Smart Car.”

— Bob Squire
Holly Township

“We’d help out the less 
fortunate, more kids than 
anything. We would give 
scholarships for educa-
tion, clothes, and good 
Christmas gifts.” 

— Kurt Wildfong
Grand Blanc

street talkWhat would you do if you won the Mega Millions jackpot?

All  submissions,  if  approved  for 
publication, must be 75 words or 
less and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Tri-County Times. We 
reserve the right to edit for clarity, 
length and liability.

Hotlines
Submit at: www.tctimes.com 

or call 810-629-9221

Compiled by Tim Jagielo, Staff Reporter

Some content may be compiled from opinions expressed in other 
media. Some content may be adapted/obtained/reprinted from other 
news sources.

See hot line throughout Times

BATHTUBS
GET SAFER
FOR SENIORS

NOW getting in and out of 
our Erie Step In Tub is so 
easy. Just open the door 

and step in!
If your home qualifies to 

install the look of our NEW 
Erie Step in Tub, we will 
definitely make it worth 

your while.
Don’t miss this 

opportunity to save. Call 
today to see if you qualify. 

888-931-3462
www.ErieStepInTub.com

BATHTUBS
GET SAFER
FOR SENIORS

NOW getting in and out of 
our Erie Step In Tub is so 
easy. Just open the door 

and step in!
If your home qualifies to 

install the look of our NEW 
Erie Step in Tub, we will 
definitely make it worth 

your while.
Don’t miss this 

opportunity to save. Call 
today to see if you qualify. 

888-931-3462
www.ErieStepInTub.com

are republicans the party of change?
 When the 112th Congress officially 
convenes today, the question most of us 
have is, will it still be business as usual, 
or will we really see change from the 
Republicans? 
 The changes Americans want can be 
summed up in one word — REDUCE. 
Reduce government spending. Reduce 
the national deficit. Reduce (or eliminate) 
earmarks and pork. Reduce (or eliminate) 
briberies by lobbyists and special inter-
ests. Reduce Americans’ taxes. Reduce 
(or eliminate) illegal immigration. Reduce 
government intrusion into our lives. Re-
duce government lying, cheating and cor-
ruption. Reduce the powers and increase 
the accountability of the incompetent IRS. 
In other words, reduce the government in 
every way.
 Nov. 2, 2010 was undoubtedly a 
wake-up call for the direction Washington 
was (is?) going and how it is conducting 
government business. But, it was also a 
condemnation of what the people we have 
elected have become. 
 That is why I would bet the farm that 
Barack Obama will be a one-term presi-
dent. Why? Because President Obama 
made the audacious claim in the begin-
ning of his presidency that his administra-
tion would ‘clean up both ends of Penn-
sylvania Avenue’ with ‘the most sweeping 
ethics reform in history.’ He repeatedly 
pledged, that ‘an Obama Administration is 
going to have the toughest ethics laws of 
any administration in history.’ But, what 
we’ve actually got from his administration 
is even more of the same old government 
corruption —  back-door deals, sidestep-
ping of constitutional procedures, manipu-
lating the American public, buying votes 
with outrageous bribes to unions and other 
special interest groups, broken campaign 
promises, and complete disregard for the 
intelligence of the American voters. The 
new faces in Washington should take note 
of this or they will end up as ‘one-termers’ 
also. America is watching very closely.
 Good morals precede good laws, which 
is why our government is in the shape it 
is in today. Unless the people and their 
legislators are grounded in morality, the 
best of laws will be broken and more il-
logical, self-serving laws will be passed, 
further eroding the future of ourselves, our 
children, and our country.

the January blues
 The Christmas tree is down and the 
decorations have been put away until next 
year. The celebrations, holiday parties are 
over and all the presents are unwrapped. 
Many people experience a letdown at this 
time of year and get the January Blues. My 
resolution this New Year is to get back to 
the gym (like a million other people) and 
lose a couple pounds.  Exercise is what I 
do to beat the blues this time of year.
hit the jackpot
 Winning the lottery, is it the American 
dream or a nightmare? By the time you 
read this column, some lucky person could 
be the winner of the $330 million Mega 
Millions jackpot. I think all of us at one 
time or another dream about winning a 
jackpot in the lottery. I know I do. I will 
be one of those people standing in line to 
purchase a ticket or two on my way home 
from work this evening.
 But, winning the lottery isn’t all it is 
cracked up to be, according to an article 
about some past lottery winners. Some lot-
tery winners ended up penniless in a matter 
of a few short years. Some went bankrupt 
and one ended up divorced and addicted to 
crack cocaine.
 But, I do enjoy dreaming about what I 
would do if I won. Would I stop working? 
Travel? Buy a house on the oceanfront? 
Help mankind? Write the book I have 
always wanted to write?
 I, indeed, would probably do all of the 
above. 
 But, what I do know is that money has 
never been the driving factor in my life 
and it does not buy happiness. It makes 
life easier. But it isn’t what really makes 
me happy. If it were money that made me 
happy, I certainly wouldn’t have given up 
my career with the government to become 
a newspaper reporter.
 It is the people in my life that makes 
me the most happiest. If I ever did win 
the lottery, I would spend more time with 
my family and friends. Anyway, it’s fun 
to dream about it and that definitely helps 
beat those January blues.
recipes
 Are you looking for a new recipe for 
an upcoming family gathering or a Super 
Bowl party? Do you have a recipe you 
would like to share with Tri-County Times 
readers? Just click on the ‘Living Section’ 
at www.tctimes.com and then go to ‘My 
Recipes.’ Follow the instructions to share 
your favorite recipe.

Richard Rockman

Straight from the 
Shoulder

publisher
Cheryl Dennison

editorFrom the
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ply for grants to help with the cleanup. If a 
developer owns the land, they potentially 
could use a Brownfield Authority and tax 
increment financing to help with their plans. 
They might be able to use future taxes they 
would pay on the site for cleanup, to make 
their development more feasible, planning 
consultant Carmine Avantini has said.
 The land could be developed and added 
back onto the city’s tax rolls, Avantini said.
 Roy and Elaine Width moved into Or-
chard Hills in 1993. At the council work-
session on Monday, Roy said he has been 
receiving many phone calls from people ask-
ing him what is going on with Orchard Hills, 
since he was president for the development. 
He isn’t president any longer but he and his 
wife would like to become involved again 
with Orchard Hills issues, he said.
 They know the history and would like to 
keep things going the way they are, he said. 
Previous efforts included attempts to change 
the zoning.
 “Now we have a good piece of real estate, 
and we want to keep it,” he said.
 Mayor Sue Osborn said she appreciates 
what the couple is doing and looks forward 
to working with them. 
 The property transfer from Genesee 
County to the city, due to unpaid taxes, also 
includes 603 Main St., which neighboring 
property owners have expressed interest in 
having. City officials haven’t decided what 
to do with it, since they don’t have the deeds 
yet, Markland said.
 In addition, Fenton has accepted three lots 
from the county, which are in the Orchard 
Hills development, that are ready for housing 
construction, he said.

officials want to control 
how arsenic contamination 
in soil is handled
By Anna Troppens
atroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6792
  Fenton — It’s official — the city of Fen-
ton is obtaining deeds to Phase 2 of Orchard 
Hills. Certain areas of the land, seven acres, 
have soil contaminated with arsenic from 
pesticide use on orchard trees, decades ago.
 Fenton is obtaining the property, which 
hasn’t been built upon, from Genesee 
County, due to unpaid taxes. City officials 
have said they feel a responsibility to 
residents in the area, because of the arsenic 
contamination.
 On Monday, City Manager Lynn Mark-
land worked on transferring deeds from the 
county to the city, receiving confirmation 
that day that the process had begun. He said 
there are multiple deeds, due to several dif-
ferent lots being involved. 
 It could cost $50,000 to $70,000 to ad-
dress arsenic problems in the areas where 
the orchards were, Douglas McDowell, 
from McDowell & Associates, who was 
a consultant for the developers of Orchard 
Hills, has said. McDowell & Associates 
also performed an environmental study, 
for $2,100, before Fenton accepted deeds 
to the land, to protect the city from liability 
for contamination that took place before it 
owned the property.
 The completed study showed what Fen-
ton officials expected, Markland said. It 
documented past uses of the land, and known 
contamination.
 If the city owns the property, it can ap-

suspects
Continued from Front Page
 According to the security sys-
tem, the break-in occurred at the 
Resale Reboot Shop on North 
Fenton Road in Fenton Town-
ship at approximately 10 p.m. on 
Friday, Aug. 27, 2010.
 In the surveillance video, 
the unknown man and woman 
are seen with a laptop, which 
was stolen from the upscale 
consignment shop. The suspects 
stole $125 cash, some jewelry 
and an IBM ThinkPad laptop 
computer. 
 If anyone has information 
about the break-in, they are to 
call Ignash at (810) 424-4306. A 
video showing the suspects with 
stolen merchandise can be viewed 
online at www.tctimes.com.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | submitted photo

This man and woman are suspected of breaking 
into a consignment store on North Fenton Road 
on Friday, Aug. 27, 2010. 

Forecast 
 Breakfast
   l o C A l  &  S tAt e  u P d At e S 

FreeContinentalBreakfast

hoSted At the

Fenton Community & Cultural Center
150 S. leroy St. • Fenton

wednesday, January 12, 2011
7:30 am - 9:00 am

Please register by January 10th, 2011 to
info@fentonchamber.com  or call 810.629.5447 

guest Speakers representing:
the City of Fenton, the City of linden, 

Fenton township, tyrone township, and 
Keynote Speaker david littmann, Senior economist 

with mackinac Center will  present valuable 
information forecasting the area for 2011.

It’s time to FINALLY Quit Smoking
“Improve your health while saving money!”

Special Holiday Price Only $249
(Regularly $299)

Discounted Rate Ends January 25th

Call for an appointment or visit our website for more information

Laser Treatments Work Fast!
Safe. Effective. Painless. No Side-Effects. A Relaxing Experience.

The Callard Clinic
“A Unique Blend of Natural Health Care”

810 629-5566
873 Silver Lk Rd. Fenton • www.thecallardclinic.com

“I smoked three packs a day and quit just like that!” Ed–Brighton

Keeping Smiles 
Warm & Bright!

Dr. Jeremy M. Grove DDS
501 S. Bridge Street, Linden • 810-735-7511

www.dentist inlinden.com

city accepts deeds to orchard hills 

8335 Silver Lake Rd.  
Argentine  

 810-241-9675
(Next to Hungry Howies)

stay Fit For the

Free*

Must mention ad.  
$10 access card. 

No contracts required. 
Expires 1/15/11

New Members 
First MonthFamily special

1st member 
$29.95 per month

Additional member 
$9.95ea. per month

See gym for details 
Must mention ad

Expires 1/15/11

See gym for details 
Must mention ad

Expires 1/15/11

GiFt 
certiFicates

Buy 1 - Get 1 
for yourself  Free

New Year

9061 Miller Rd. •  Unit 1
Swartz Creek 

810-241-9675
(Next to Gil-Roy’s Hardware)

24 HoUR GyM ACCeSS • 24 HoUR TANNiNG • Co-ed FACiLiTy  
PeRSoNAL TRAiNiNG AvAiLAbLe • exeRCiSe eqUiPMeNT & FRee WeiGHTS

Free 24 hour tanning for all members!
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online
Continued from Front Page

StoRy: FeNtoN dpw director 
retiriNg aFter 41 years
‘‘Thanks, Les, you are a credit to all 
Fenton people.”

— Phil Lasco

StoRy: NegotiatioNs with 
MichigaN Brew coMpaNy
‘‘I certainly am glad that we live in a 
free, Democratic country where people 
have the right to make their own deci-
sions regarding their own behavior and 
what they choose to ingest, unencum-
bered by the chains of religious tyranny, 
don’t we?”

— D. Mitchell

StoRy: appoiNtMeNt to oak-
laNd couNty coMMissioNer 
‘‘We in Holly are very excited about 
Bob Hoffman getting the support by the 
Republican board of commissioners. 

They couldn’t find a better candidate with 
his experience and passion. Many of us 
have known Bob to be the perfect rep-
resentative for all of the districts. We are 
fortunate Bob has a vested interest in the 
village of Holly and will represent us well. 
Please be responsible and vote in the 
Primary in May and the General Election 
in August. We can’t let an opportunity like 
this pass us by.” 

— Cathy

Hot line: dowNFall oF couNtry
‘‘If everyone wanted to find someone 
or something to blame on the downfall of 
our country, they need not look any fur-
ther than the government. If you are naive 
enough to believe that the government is 
looking out for your interests, then believe 
what you will. This country is going down 
in a big way by its own people who are in 
power. After all, greed, power and corrup-
tion are the name of the game.”

— Mojo

pets
Continued from Page 3
and the inside should have dry, washable 
blankets or dry straw. There should be a 
flap over the entrance to keep the heat in. 
Adding a light bulb that can be turned on, 
provides warmth.
 If it is below 0 to 10 degrees, no animal 
should be outside, he said. The exception 
is huskies or malamutes, Alaskan dogs 
with three-layer hair coats. “I don’t think 
animals should be outside in the cold, per-
sonally, because they’re pets. You want 
to relate to them, and you can’t relate to 
them when they’re out in the backyard.”
 The Humane Society of the United 
States also advocates keeping companion 
animals indoors. “The best prescription 
for winter’s woes is to keep your dog or 
cat inside with you and your family,” 
a HSUS spokesperson said. “The hap-
piest dogs are those who are taken out 
frequently for walks and exercise, but 
kept inside the rest of the time. Dogs 
and cats are social animals who crave 
human companionship. Your animal 
companions deserve to live indoors with 
you and your family.”
 In addition, salt used to melt ice and 
snow is corrosive to the pads of pets’ feet. 
It can damage the skin, LaBar said. If salt 
is used, pet owners should wipe off their 
animals’ paws after a walk outdoors. Pets 
also can lick the salt from their paws, 
which causes other problems.
 Hypothermia is another cold-weather 
danger for pets. The animal’s skin turns 
purple or dark brown. It’s important to 

Humane Society Tips
• Don’t leave dogs outdoors when 
the temperature drops. Dogs and cats 
are safer indoors, except when taken out 
for supervised exercise. Regardless of 
the season, shorthaired, very young, or 
old dogs and all cats should never be 
left outside without supervision. Short-
coated dogs may feel more comfortable 
wearing a sweater during walks. 
• Pets who spend a lot of time 
outdoors need more food in the winter 
because keeping warm depletes energy. 
Routinely check the pet’s water dish to 
make certain the water is fresh and un-
frozen. Use plastic food and water bowls 
instead of metal when the temperature is 
low, a pet’s tongue can stick and freeze 
to metal. 
• Warm engines in parked cars attract 
cats and small wildlife, which might crawl 
up under the hood. To avoid injuring any 
hidden animals, drivers should bang 
on the car’s hood to scare them away 
before starting the engine. 
• Salt and other chemicals used to 
melt snow and ice can irritate the pads 
of a pet’s feet and can be harmful if in-
gested. Wipe the feet with a damp towel 
before a pet licks them to remove snow 
packed between the pet’s paws. Pet-
friendly ice melts are available at many 
pet supply stores or online. 
• Antifreeze is a deadly poison, but 
it has a sweet taste that can attract 
animals and children. Wipe up spills, 
and store antifreeze and all household 
chemicals out of reach. Better yet, use 
antifreeze-coolant made with propyl-
ene glycol, which is less toxic in small 
amounts than traditional ethylene glycol 
antifreeze. 
• No matter what the temperature, wind 
chill can threaten a pet’s life. A dog or 
cat is happiest and healthiest when kept 
indoors. If a dog spends significant time 
outdoors, however, he or she must be 
protected by a dry, draft-free doghouse 
that is large enough to allow the dog to 
sit and lie down comfortably, but small 
enough to hold in his or her body heat. 
The floor should be raised a few inches 
off the ground and covered with cedar 
shavings or straw. The house should be 
turned to face away from the wind, and 
the doorway should be covered with 
waterproof burlap or heavy plastic. 
• If you’re feeding homeless cats, be 
sure to provide an insulated shelter for 
them. Information about building a shel-
ter, spaying and neutering and more is 
available at humanesociety.org/feralcats.

Source: humanesociety.org
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Bella, a 4-year-old Maltese/Shih-tzu be-
longing to Scott and Karel Schupbach of 
Tyrone Township, chases her tennis ball.

bring the animal to a veterinarian im-
mediately, since it needs to be warmed 
gradually, he said. Remedies can include 
pain medication and antibiotics, to ampu-
tation of a damaged extremity.

hot line conTinued
WE’VE BEEN TOLD for ages it’s coming, 
so when is the city’s new website ever go-
ing to be updated?

nnn

IT IS AGAINST the law to serve alcohol 
within 500 feet of a church.  I am not 
opposed to alcohol consumption or 
distribution.  However, I am opposed to a 
city government that picks and chooses 
which laws it will obey.  If you don’t like 
the law, contact your legislators in Lan-
sing to have it changed.

nnn

TO USERS OF Rose Ponds Park, I 
have just finished clearing the trail with 
large loppers. It would be wonderful if 
someone would finish the job with a gas 
chain saw. Maybe, in the spring, we could 
remove the deer carcass from the trail.

nnn

WHO STOLE MY wine collection? Fifty-
plus bottles, I’m so sad about this. Let me 
know if anyone sees beautiful red wines 
around town. They are mine. 

nnn

DID THE CITY of Fenton interview any of 
the loyal, longtime city employees to move 
up to the position of the director of public 
works? Just asking.

nnn

I AM SAD to hear the city chose not 
to renew the contract with Waste Man-
agement. Both the trash collectors and 
recycling men who picked up our waste 
weekly were wonderful people. They will 
all be missed by my family, especially Mr. 
Ezellm, the recycling collector who went 
beyond his normal job description. Thank 
you all for your service.

nnn

PEOPLE TAKING A casual walk in the un-
developed subdivision off Eddy Lake Road 
in Fenton should really wear orange. I live 
nearby, and there is so much gunfire it’s 
scary. I can’t believe the police don’t patrol 
that street more often.

nnn

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE, so stop whin-
ing and pay your taxes.

nnn

I AM JUST about fed up with these 
people who keep smoking in their cars 
and homes when they have non-smokers 
there, especially minors. Isn’t there any-
thing that can be done? Maybe the state 
needs to get involved.

nnn

I WAS A passenger in the Your Ride 
van that got stuck in the crook between 
Charluene Drive and the entrance to 
the Georgetown apartment complex on 
Wednesday morning. I would just like to 
thank the few people who tried to help dig 
us out, including the two young men who 
came to try and push the vehicle, and 
the older man who helped transport me 
to the other vehicle. I extend my deepest 
gratitude.

nnn

BRAVO, TO LINDEN schools for providing 
an introductory lesson in economics to the 
elementary students. However, where was 
the tax person in your lesson plan? This 
is a perfect opportunity to effect positive 
change in the long term by teaching how 
wrong it is to overtax people. Kids are 
smart and will surely be very disappointed 
to see their earnings from hard work 
simply vanish.

nnn

THE NEW WASTE removal carrier in 
Fenton has only a select amount of items 
it will take for recycling. When more cities 
are going to recycling programs, why has 
Fenton gone backwards? Please visit the 
new water carrier’s website for details. I 
believe this is a topic many feel is impor-
tant and should be noted.

nnn

TO THE LADY who feels that she is being 
‘violated’ at airport security check points, 
who are you going to complain to if you 
ever find yourself at 35,000 feet look-
ing back at a big hole in the side of the 
airplane you used to be riding in?

nnn

THE HIGH PRICE of gasoline is due to 
the people who continue to sit on their 
butts and collect unemployment, plain and 
simple. Get up.

 Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church  ●  265 N. Alloy Dr  ● 

FREE PREVIEW 
January  6—7:00 PM 
January 10—10:00 AM 
January 10—7:00 PM 

CLASS BEGINS 
January  24—7:00 PM 

A 13-week, video driven, small group program that teaches 
 people how to beat debt, build wealth 

and give like never before! 

CALL: (810) 750-2997 
register at:  
DaveRamsey.com 
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A 13-week, video driven, small group program that teaches 
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DaveRamsey.com 

Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church • 265 N. Alloy Dr. Fenton • 

LiFETiME wARRANTy • FuLLy iNSuREd
Phone quotes available, call now for a FREE estimate!

GLASS BLoCk

 Bathroom Windows• Garage Windows • Walls 
Bars • Showers • Custom Work

15 years experience • 1000’s of satisfied customers
Quality work • Satisfaction guaranteed • Senior discounts

866-784-7783 • 586-784-6094

Basement Windows 

Toll Free

$69.95*

Per window installed w/ coupon
*Minimum order of 3 windows or $200. 

Expires 1-31-11

Basement windows
Starting

 at

air Vents

$30
extra

Expires 1-31-11

dryer Vents
$25
extra

Expires 1-31-11
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“as of today, my ex-husband is 
more than $37,000 in child sup-
port arrears.  he has another 
child support case in oakland 
county with his first wife, ow-
ing approximately $17,500 in 
past due support. he has not 
filed income taxes since 2005 
(our last, joint filing) and to my 
knowledge, owes irs more than 
$60,000, plus penalties and inter-
est. i have been made aware that 
recently the irs has begun send-
ing him certified letters and i am 
concerned how this works. will 
the irs be able to collect their 
money before the Friend of the 
court collects support for all four 
of his children in both cases?”
 Your question raises the issue of the 
importance, under the law, of the child 
support obligations of a parent for the 
benefit of their child or children.
 The law has long recognized that 
child support obligations have a spe-
cial priority.  This is illustrated in the 
recent Michigan Supreme Court case 
of In Re Beck, where a father whose 
parental rights had been terminated, 
was still held to be liable for the 
support of his children pursuant to a 
divorce judgment.
 Additionally if a parent files for 
bankruptcy, the child support obliga-
tion is not discharged.
 There are also a number of federal 

and state statutes that underscore 
the significance of child support and 
provide methods for collection.
 For example, if a parent is behind 
in his or her child support, there is a 
federal and state income tax refund 
offset program that includes various 
state and federal agencies.
 Generally speaking, this program 
provides for both the federal and 
state income tax refunds of a parent 
who is in arrears to be intercepted, 
and instead, go toward unpaid child 
support. There are exceptions to 
this as some other governmental 
obligations may have an even higher 
priority.  Full details of this program 
are available online.
 If a parent is working, most 
divorce judgments provide for the 
automatic deduction of child sup-
port by the employer from wages.  
A child support income withholding 
order must be paid before all other 
garnishments with one exception.  
If there is an IRS tax levy that has 
been entered prior to the date of 
the child support order, the tax levy 
takes precedence. The date that the 
child support order was entered and 
not the date it was received by the 
employer is key.
 Also under the law, a higher per-
centage of the employee’s dispos-
able income can be withheld for child 
support.
 There are many other aspects to 
these types of cases that are best left 
to an individual conference with your 
attorney or your Friend of the Court 
caseworker.  You should contact one 
or both at your earliest opportunity.

Mark McCabe

judgeAsk the
67th District Court

Police&Fire
 report

MaN shopliFts liquor
At 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 28, a Fenton 
police officer was sent to a grocery store in the 
18000 block of Silver Parkway to investigate 
a retail fraud complaint. Lt. Jason Slater said 
employees told the responding officer that a 
white male selected a half gallon and a fifth of 
vodka from the liquor aisle and walked out of 
the store without paying for the two bottles. 
An employee followed the man outside and 
watched as he entered a blue Monte Carlo 
and drove away. The employee provided the 
license plate number on the car to police. The 
case remains under investigation.

sMoke iNvestigatioN
City of Fenton firefighters were dispatched to 
an automobile dealership in the 2500 block of 
Owen Road at 11:54 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 31, 
to investigate a possible structure fire. Fenton 
Fire Chief Robert Cairnduff said a Fenton 
police officer out patrolling spotted heavy 
smoke coming out of the back of the build-
ing. A crew arrived on scene at 12:01 a.m. 
The fire chief said it was quickly discovered 
that an oil burner in the body shop area was 
releasing a lot of smoke. Mutual aid to nearby 
fire departments was cancelled.

eMergeNcy calls dowN
Fenton Fire Chief Robert Cairnduff said the 
department’s number of runs was the low-
est since 1997. He said the fire department 
averages 500 total calls per year. For 2010, 
the fire department responded to 466 emer-
gency calls.

vaNdals egg vehicles
Residents in the 14000 block of Eastview 
Drive in Fenton Township have filed com-
plaints with the Genesee County Sheriff’s 
Department. On Monday, Jan. 3, a resident 
reported that she noticed that her elderly 
mother’s vehicle had been egged, again. She 
said the vehicle, and vehicles belonging to 
some of her neighbors have been the target 
of vandals several times in recent weeks. 

Robert M. Crites & Associates

FRee
CONSuLTATION

with regard to all  
Social Security or SSi matters

Robert M. Crites
Attorney at Law

You Have Questions…We Have Answers

Flint Office 
1030 S. Grand Traverse, Flint 

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-12pm &
1:30pm-5pm

Swartz Creek Office
9001 Miller Road, Swartz Creek 
Hours: Tues & Thurs 7:30pm-9pm

• Social Security Disability Claims
• Social Security Benefits For Children
• Social Security Claims By People Over 50

810.767-5252
www.criteslaw.com

Check our website for more 
information about our services.

 if you are considering applying for Social Security 
or S.S.i. benefits and have questions about the proce-
dure or law call our office. we will analyze your case, 
give you some suggestions that will help you with your 
application, and send you an information packet show-
ing you where and how to apply for your benefits.
 individuals who are older (over age 50) and not 
working and who suffer from a condition which limits 
their ability to work, but who are not old enough to 
receive social security retirement benefits, should seri-
ously consider applying for social security disability 
(SSd) or supplemental security income (SSi) benefits. 
 The medical criteria which must be met to qualify is 
the same for both SSd and SSi. At age 50, if an appli-
cant is limited to sedentary work, that person will very 
often qualify for monthly social security payments. At 
age 55, if he/she is limited to light work he/she will usu-
ally qualify for monthly social security benefits based 
on standards set out in the “Grid”. 

  There are several advantages to drawing SSd 
benefits as opposed to waiting until age 62.5 to start 
drawing old age social security benefits. 
1). Benefits will, of course, be drawn sooner and
therefore drawn longer;
2). SSd benefits are paid at almost exactly the same 
rate that would be paid if one waits until age 66 to start 
drawing social security retirement benefits which is 
about 25% more than would be paid - at age 62.5. 
3). Medicare is available 2 years after the first date that 
the applicant is determined to be eligible for monthly 
SSd benefits.
 There is absolutely NO CHARGe for our services 
uNLeSS We ACCePT YOuR CASe and WIN IT!
 we have an excellent reputation for thorough 
preparation - No law office, either local or out of state 
has a higher success ratio! 

Over 25 years experience

Jeep driver ticketed 
A 23-year-old Milford woman was ticketed for 
disobeying a traffic signal at the intersection 
of Adelaide Street and Shiawassee Avenue 
following a crash at 5:26 a.m. on Jan. 3. Lt. 
Jason Slater of the Fenton Police Department 
said the Jeep was traveling northbound on 
Adelaide in a 2008 Jeep Liberty. As she drove 
through the flashing red light, her Jeep was 
struck by a 2000 Lincoln Continental, driven 
by a 62-year-old Fenton woman. From the 
impact, the Jeep rolled over and crashed. 
Both women reported minor injuries. 

car stoleN FroM park aNd ride
At 8 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 3, a 45-year-old 
Fenton Township man reported to Fenton police 
that his 2003 Buick Regal had been stolen from 
the park and ride lot on Silver Lake Road. He said 
he parked it in the lot at 2:20 a.m. on Jan. 2 and 
when he returned on Monday, it was gone. There 
was no broken glass in the area and he had both 
sets of car keys. The car was entered into Law 
Enforcement Information Network (LEIN) as 
stolen and the case was forwarded to GAIN, 
the county’s auto theft investigative network.

BaBy Jesus stoleN
At 6:48 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 2, a Fenton 
police officer was dispatched to the Fenton 
Community & Cultural Center to investigate a 
theft. A witness reported that they observed 
two male subjects grabbing the baby Jesus 
from the nativity scene and running around 
the building. The responding officer was un-
able to locate the suspects or baby Jesus. If 
anyone has information about this theft, they 
are to call Fenton police at (810) 629-5311.

dog owNer Faces charges
At 5:09 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 2, a Fenton police 
officer was sent to the 300 block of East Shia-
wassee Avenue on a report of dogs running 
at large. Lt. Jason Slater said a 56-year-old 
Fenton man said as he exited his home he 
was approached by two large dogs that were 
growling at him. A neighbor rushed to his aid 
and chased off the dogs. The officer learned 
where the owner of the dogs lived and made 
contact with a 48-year-old Fenton woman. 
The woman told the officer that she didn’t 
know how her pit bull and rottweiler got loose. 
Due to previous complaints regarding these 
dogs, the case is being reviewed by the city’s 
attorney for possible charges.
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Credentialed at Genesys Hospital of  
Grand Blanc and McClaren Hospital of Flint

• 1999 graduate of Wayne State University    
   School of Medicine

• 2001-2002 Chief Resident at Genesys Regional   
   Medical Center in Grand Blanc

•  2009 Flint Journal “Favorite” of Genesee County

Practicing medicine in Fenton since 2002, 
Christopher Iacobelli, M.D., a resident of the Fenton 
area, is a Board Certified Family Physician and is 
well studied in all aspects of Internal Medicine and 
Pediatrics.  He currently practices at Parkway Family 
Medicine, located at 17200 Silver Parkway in Fenton, 
and is still accepting new patients. When schedul-
ing an appointment with Dr. Iacobelli, you can take 
comfort in knowing that he will be the one to see 
you, not another physician.

Dr. Iacobelli, unequaled in his diagnositic 
capabilities,  provides a wide array of services right 
inside his office, including x-ray and laboratory.  
He also offers on-site diagnostic testing through 
National Diagnostics. All of these tests are read by 
Radiologists that were hand selected by Dr. Iacobelli 
and are specialists in each practical area of testing.  

He works closely with specialists at all area hospitals, as well as those located at University of Michigan, 
Beaumont, Detroit Medical Center, Karmanos, Henry Ford Hospital and The Mayo Clinic.

Dr. Iacobelli is in the process of designing the Iacobelli Medical Center, a modern, 
state-of-the-art medical facility, which will allow him to care for his patients more efficiently with the most  
current technology available for decades to come. The Iacobelli Medical Center will be located in the 
Fenton area and is scheduled to open sometime in the Fall of 2011.

Dr. Iacobelli is still accepting new patients!
To make an appointment or receive information on becoming a patient, please call his Medical Assistant,  
Misty at 810-714-9660. 

Christopher Iacobelli, M.D.
810.714.9660

17200 Silver Parkway, Fenton
paid advertisement

Christopher Iacobelli, M.D.
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By Cynthia Edwards
social security Public affairs specialist
 Need Medicare Part B? If you’re 
eligible, now is the time to sign up. The 
general enrollment period for Medi-
care Part B runs from Jan. 1 through 
March 31. Before you make a decision 
about general enrollment, let us fill you 
in on some general information.
 Medicare is a medical insurance pro-
gram for retired and disabled people. 
Some people are covered only by one 
type of Medicare. Others opt to pay 
extra for more coverage. 
 Understanding Medicare can save 
you money. Here are the facts.
 There are four parts to Medicare: 
Parts A, B, C and D. 
 Part A helps pay for inpatient hos-
pital care, skilled nursing care, hospice 
care, and other services. Part B helps 
pay for doctors’ fees, outpatient hos-
pital visits, and other medical services 
and supplies not covered by Part A. 
Part C allows you to choose to receive 
all of your health care services through 
a provider organization. These plans, 
known as Medicare Advantage Plans, 
may help lower your costs of receiving 
medical services, or you may get extra 
benefits for an additional monthly fee. 
You must have both Parts A and B to 
enroll in Part C. Part D is the Medicare 
Prescription Drug Program. 
 Most people first become eligible 
for Medicare at age 65, and there is a 
monthly premium for Medicare Part 

Part B enrollment without having to 
pay higher premiums if you are cov-
ered under a group health plan based 
on your own current employment or 
the current employment of any fam-
ily member. If this situation applies 
to you, you can sign up for Medicare 
Part B without paying higher premi-
ums any month you are under a group 
health plan based on your own current 
employment or the current employ-
ment of any family member; or within 
eight months after your employment 
or group health plan coverage ends, 
whichever comes first.
 If you are disabled and working (or 
you have coverage from a working 
family member), the same rules apply.
 Most people are automatically en-
rolled in Medicare Part B when they 
become eligible. If you don’t enroll in 
Medicare Part B when you first become 
eligible to apply and you don’t fit into 
one of the above categories, you’ll 
have to wait until the general enroll-
ment period, which is Jan. 1 through 
March 31 of each year. At that time, 
you may have to pay a higher Medicare 
Part B premium.
 For more information about Medi-
care Parts A, B, C, and D, visit the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) website at www.
medicare.gov or read The Social Se-
curity Administration’s publication on 
Medicare at www.socialsecurity.gov/
pubs/10043.html.

medicare general enrollment and general information

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | submitted photos

Medicare is a medical insurance program 
for retired and disabled people. The 
general enrollment period for Medicare 
Part B runs from Jan. 1 through March 1.

B. In 2011, the standard premium 
is $115.40. Some high-income indi-
viduals pay more than the standard 
premium. Part B premium also can 
be higher if a person does not enroll 
during the initial enrollment period, or 
when they first become eligible. 
 There are exceptions to this rule. For 
example, you can delay your Medicare 

Caretel Inns
  of Linden

Caretel® Inns of Linden
202 S. Bridge Street • Linden
One block south of downtown Linden

(810) 735-9400
www.caretelinns.com

The right choice 
for senior care,

Caretel® Inns

Other Services:
• Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Speech Therapy
• Short-Term Rehabilitation
• Out-Patient Therapy

Specializing in:
• Assisted Living
• Skilled Nursing Care
• Memory Care
• Respite Care

Offering
personal care
in an intimate

setting

Call or 
stop by for
a personal 

tour!



10    Wednesday, January 5, 2011  tiMes Midweek www.tctimes.com

By Tim Jagielo
tjagielo@tctimes.com; 810-433-6795
 Are you over the age of 35? If so, your 
brain has already started to lose mass. 
This means information you are not using 
could start to slip away. 
 By the age of 90, the brain will have lost 
enough mass until it is about the weight of 
the average 2 year old’s. “That idea means 
that we have to keep (the brain) active not to 
lose that information,” said Jennifer Flack, 
who practices psychology in Fenton.
 There are many things people of all 
ages can do to keep their minds sharp, and 
these are things you may already own, or 
have nearby.
 Flack said activities that link the mind 
and body are ideal for seniors. “Sudoku 
puzzles are good, but a Rubik’s Cube would 
be better,” she said.
 The (Nintendo) Wii works well for the 
elderly population, according to Flack. The 
interactive gaming system challenges the 
player to call upon 
hand-eye coordina-
tion, and puzzle-
solving skills at the 
same time. 
 Seniors can also 
be prone to depres-
sion. Flack said social activities are espe-
cially important for seniors who experience 
the passing of friends and loved ones. She 

wednesday, January 19 • 6:30 pm
      • Understand VA benefits and the application process
      • How to become eligible even if you exceed the limits.
      • Discover benefits you’re entitled to for residing at an  
         assisted living community.

Independent Senior Living Apartments with personal care assistance available. Small Pets Welcome!

3221 E. Baldwin Rd.  
Grand Blanc, MI
(810) 606-1110

Wartime Veterans and 
their surviving spouses 
may qualify for the 
Aid & Attendance
Benefit

Presented by Don McIntosh, D.J. Associates, LLC

Call 810.606.1110 to reserve seating

MeMbeR

i want you

to attend a seminar on the 
aid & attendance benefit

Games

suggests the board game Scrabble, because 
it not only requires the player to recall and 
use different words, but is at least a two-
person game.
 Flack recommends book clubs, and any 
other regular social event for seniors to 
keep the mind active and avoid depression.

 Adults of any age 
need to use what 
they’ve learned in 
order to retain the 
knowledge. “Any 
puzzle that uses 
some sort of manip-

ulation is good for adults,” she said. Flack 
recommends daily calendar puzzles that 
have different word and number puzzles.

Useful websites:
www.braingle.com

playwithyourmind.com

help seniors keep 
a sharp mind
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A board game is a good activity for 
seniors as it requires players to recall 
and use different words.

By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 If you are in the over-50 crowd or 
a senior with a few more years — 
and pounds — under 
your belt, you can 
plan to be active to 
a ripe old age if you 
commit to just four 
types of exercises.
 According to the 
National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), older 
adults who want to 
stay healthy and in-
dependent should 
include in their daily 
health habits: 
 • Strength exer-
cises to build older 
adult muscles and 
increase metabolism 
to keep weight and 
blood sugar in check.
 • Balance exer-
cises to build leg mus-
cles, which will help 
prevent falls and dis-
abilities that happen 
after such falls.  Ac-
cording to the NIH, more than 300,000 
people are admitted to U.S. hospitals for 
broken hips each year. Many of these 
patients are seniors, and falling is often 
the cause of those fractures. 
 • Stretching exercises for more 
freedom of movement, which will al-
low seniors to be more active as they 
age. Stretching exercises alone will not 
improve your endurance or strength.
 • Endurance exercises are any 
activity — walking, jogging, 
swimming, biking, even rak-
ing leaves — that increase 
one’s heart rate and 
breathing for an 
extended period. 
Build up your en-
durance gradual-
ly, starting with as 
little as five minutes 
of endurance activities 
at a time, advises the NIH.
 There are many places 
where older adults and 
seniors can get started with 
an exercise program. It can 
be as simple as lacing up 
your sneakers and walking 
outdoors in nice weather, or 

seniors and exercise

Strength, 
balance and 
endurance 
equals a 

healthy life

indoors in the winter at a shopping 
mall or local school. Local schools 
provide walking programs this winter 
— just call the administration office 

or Southern Lakes 
Parks & Recreation 
(810) 629-2512, for 
more information.
 Local gyms offer 
many programs for 
older adults, includ-
ing the SilverSneak-
ers program at Power 
House Gym in Fen-
ton. Class formats 
are set up to improve 
muscular strength, 
coordination and car-
diovascular strength 
and endurance by 
certified, trained 
instructors. Silver-
Sneakers members 
have full member-
ship privileges of 
the gym, including 
fitness equipment, 
treadmills and free 
weights. 
 Other programs 

that can benefit older adults, as well 
as seniors, include Jazzercise, Zumba 
(based on Latin American dance 
moves), Pilates, yoga, line dancing 
and more. For more information, 
check with Southern Lakes Parks & 
Recreation or other school community 
education programs, 
as well as local 
businesses that 
offer fitness 
classes.

• Optional SilverSneakers® 
classes led by certified 
instructors.

• Health education seminars 
and fun social events.

810-714-0911
1376 N. LeRoy • Fenton
(located in the VG’s shopping plaza)

www.powerhousegym.com

SilverSneakers®

Fitness Program member
at Powerhouse Gym today!

Become a

Find out how you can take advantage of all that 
SilverSneakers® offers – at no additional cost!

• Basic fitness membership 
 with free access 
 to amenities.
• Use of any participating 
 SilverSneakers® location.

Visit www.silversneakers.com for more information, 
or call 1-888-423-4632 

(hearing-impaired members call the National Relay Service: 711), 
Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. EST 

to speak with a customer services representative.

The nation’s leading exercise program designed exclusively for older adults

Your health plan may include SilverSneakers® as part of your benefit package.
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is one right for you?
By Sally Rummel
news@tctimes.com; 810-629-8282
 If you are a senior age 62 or above, and 
have had problems making your financial 
ends meet while living on a fixed income, 
you may be tempted to consider a reverse 
mortgage. Known as a Home Equity Con-
version Mortgage (HECM), reverse mort-
gages are offered through the Federal Housing 
Administration. Information can be found 
online at www.hud.org. Homeowners are 
cautioned against applying for a reverse 
mortgage from any company that is not 
approved by HUD.
what is a reverse mortgage?
 Reverse mortgages have a different pur-
pose than a traditional mortgage. With a 
traditional mortgage, a homeowner uses his 
or her income to repay the debt, building 
up equity in the home. With a reverse mort-
gage, a homeowner is taking the equity out, 
in cash. With a reverse mortgage, the debt 
increases while the home equity decreases, 
as the homeowner gets more and more cash 
and more interest added to the loan balance. 
 With a reverse mortgage, the loan and 
the interest on the loan are paid off when 
the property is sold. This can be during 
the homeowner’s lifetime or after his or 
her death — the sale price of the property 
pays back the loan, even if the sale price is 
less than the combination of the loan and 
interest. 
 Carrie Aeschliman of Star Mortgage of 
America, Inc., Fenton, suggests that the 
reverse mortgages should be considered 
carefully with a trusted 
advisor. Star Mortgage 
provides seniors with 
a free face-to-face 
consultation that will 
answer all his or her 
questions. 
 According to Ae-
schliman, if a person 
is 62 years of age or 
older and has equity 
in a home, a reverse 
mortgage can turn that 
equity into cash, a line 
of credit, monthly in-
come or a combination 
of all three. Unlike a 
traditional mortgage, 
there are no monthly 
mortgage payments 
and the proceeds are 
tax-free. There are no 
income qualifications 

Reverse mortgages 

Pros 
the BeNeFits FroM 
a reverse Mortgage
• Provides easy access to the 
equity accumulated in the home.
• Delivers increased tax-free 
monthly income.
• eliminate monthly mortgage 
payments.
• Provides funds to improve 
quality of life.
• Allows the homeowner to live 
in the home.
• Can be used for both refinance 
and purchase of a primary 
residence.

For more information, visit:
• HuD’s Home Equity 
Conversion Mortgages for Seniors
• AARP reverse mortgage 
information

(source star Mortgage of america, Inc.)

17100 Silver Parkway, Suite J, FENTON

810.232.0603
www.safeFHA.com

Here in Fenton!
Reverse Mortgages

Free Consultation
• Does not effect  
 social security
• Eliminate mortgage
 payment

• Tax free income
• No credit check
• Why not learn more?

NMLS#: 138867

and your
knees…
and your
elbows…
and your 
arms & legs

everywhere!
in fact, we can help 
reduce or eliminate pain

you have a choice
when it comes to

physical therapy!

810-632-8700
11182 Highland Rd. • Hartland

Located at the Millennium Center
(Next to ReMax and dr. kopel’s office)

www.AdvancedPhysicalTherapy.com

Call us today. Like getting a little help from your friends®.

Phone:  810-588-5815     Email:  Lary@shsgenesee.com
Web: www.seniorshelpingseniors.com/SouthernGenesee/

©2011 Each office is independently owned and operated.  All trademarks are registered trademarks of Corporate Mutual Resources Inc.

Home Care by Seniors for Seniors

• Meal preparation/cooking
• Companion Care
• Overnight and 24-hour Care
• Light Home Repairs 

• Transportation
• Housekeeping Services
• Personal Care and Grooming
• And more!

Our Loving, Caring Compassionate Seniors are There to Help
There’s a huge difference in the kind of home care you can receive from 

someone who really understands what your life is like as a senior.  
The concerns you have. The need for independence. Someone who, like you, 

has a little living under his or her belt. Our services include: 

5x3.5BWad.indd   1 1/3/2011   2:33:57 PM

larry@shsgenesee.com

or credit requirements. The person retains 
ownership and lives in the home as long 
as they choose.
 According to Ann Rockman, assistant 
vice president at The State Bank Loan 
Store in Fenton, a reverse mortgage is an 
expensive way for a homeowner to finance 
a home. “All the fees are collected up front, 
with higher interest rates than a forward 
mortgage. However, a reverse mortgage 
can be a great loan for someone in the right 
situation,” said Rockman. One example is, 
if a homeowner still has a long way to go 
to pay off their mortgage and has trouble 
making payments on a fixed income.
 The drop in home values in the last 
couple of years has had a major effect on 
reverse mortgages, said Rockman. The 

loan is based solely on 
the value of the home, 
and those values have 
definitely declined. 
“Another option for 
a senior who is strug-
gling with a mortgage 
payment is to move into 
income-based housing, 
but there are limited 
possibilities locally,” 
she said.
 A person consider-
ing the option of a re-
verse mortgage should 
speak with an expe-
rienced lender. While 
The State Bank no lon-
ger offers this option, 
Rockman said most 
mortgage lenders do 
have a reverse mort-
gage program.

• You must be age 62 or older.

• You must either own your home 
outright or have a low mortgage bal-
ance that can be paid off at closing with 
proceeds from the reverse mortgage.

• You must live in the home. The 
home can be a single family home 
or a one- to four-unit home, as long 
as the borrower occupies one unit. 
HUD-approved condominiums and 
manufactured homes that meet FHA 
requirements are also eligible.

• You must receive consumer informa-
tion from an approved HECM counsel-
or, such as GreenPath in Flint (1-800-
718-7077).

To be eligible for a 
HECM reverse mortgage:
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 Most people don’t like to think about 
their own mortality. Planning your own 
funeral means acknowledging that you 
will indeed one day die. It also means 
getting what you want for the right price 
while offering yourself and your loved 
ones peace of mind. If you’ve consid-
ered planning your own funeral, here 

are five reasons to stop procrastinating 
and start planning: 
get what you want
 When you plan your own funeral, you 
ensure that you get everything you want and 
nothing that you don’t. You can decide what 
you want done with your remains, whether 
it’s to be buried, cremated or donated 

down” your as-
sets to qualify for 
Medicaid. This 
would typically 
only be done if 
you’re planning to 
stay where you are 
and feel confident 
that the company 
you are choosing 
is reputable. Fu-
neral homes that 
are family-owned 
and have been in 
your community 
for a long time are 
generally honest 
and highly skilled 

in assisting you in this delicate process.
lessen the burden on your loved ones
 Losing someone you love is an emo-
tional and very difficult time. Scram-
bling to make funeral arrangements 
and find the money to pay for them are 
not ideal ways to spend the first few 
days of grieving. By planning your own 
funeral in advance, you’ve given your 
loved ones a gift. You’re allowing them 
to focus on their grief and celebrate 
your life without worrying about what 
to do next. 
peace of mind
 Planning your own funeral gives you 
peace of mind. You’ll know that, when 
the time comes, things will be done your 
way with your money. You’ll have taken 
the burden off your loved ones and made 
your own decisions. 
 Sharp Funeral Homes offer an on-
line pre-planning guide. The three-step 
Pre-planning Guide walks you through 
the various items that may need to con-
sider during the pre-planning process and 
provides valuable information to help you 
make informed decisions.
 According to Roger Sharp, owner of 
Sharp Funeral Homes, when pre-plan-
ning and pre-paying your funeral services 
you not only have peace of mind that 
your wishes have been recorded, but you 
also have the confidence that you have 
made a sound financial decision. When 
you pre-pay, the cost of services and 
merchandise are guaranteed, which can 
lead to substantial savings. Your money is 
secured in an insurance policy or escrow 
account until the time of need.   
 If you don’t feel you are ready to pre-
pay, Sharp Funeral Home can complete 
an Emergency Record Guide to keep 
your wishes on file at no cost or obliga-
tion, he said. 
 “At Sharp Funeral Homes, we can as-
sist you in every aspect of pre-planning 
your services,” Sharp said. “We have ex-
perienced staff members dedicated to pre-
planning, as well as, a full time marker 
and monument coordinator.
  “I can’t imagine if thought was given 
why someone wouldn’t pre-plan their 
funeral. We plan everything in our lives 
ahead of time from grocery shopping, to 
vacations, to a walk in the woods because 
it allows us to have control.”
 At Temrowski Family Funeral Home 
in Fenton, if pre-payment is desired they 
offer secure burial accounts so funeral 
monies are there when the need arises. 
A pre-paid funeral can help your family 
immensely at a time of utter devastation.
 Dryer Funeral Home in Holly also 
extends the service of pre-planning fu-
neral arrangements.

Ken & Becca Temrowski — owners/DirecTors         Trust the Temrowski Family

Family Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services

810-629-2533 • 800-597-2800
500 Main St. • Fenton
www.temrowskifamilyfuneralhome.com

Save Hundreds, Even Thousands
When You Transfer Your  

Prearranged Funeral 
To Our Home

Included in Every Service: 
All memorial printing, register 

book, thank you cards, tribute 
video, and so much more.

Fenton Chapel
Michael T. Scully, Manager

1000 Silver Lake Rd. • Fenton

(810) 629-9321

Quality Monuments
1000 Silver Lake Rd. • Fenton

(810) 629-9321

Linden Chapel
Stephanie Sharp Foster, Manager
209 E. Broad St. • Linden

(810) 735-7833

Miller Road Chapel
Roger L. Sharp, Manager

8138 Miller Rd. • Swartz Creek

(810) 635-4411

Funeral Home & 
Cremation Center
Jennifer Sharp Scully, Manager
6063 Fenton Road • Flint

(810) 694-4900

Roger L. Sharp • Roger L. Sharp II • Michael T. Scully • Jennifer Sharp Scully • Stephanie Sharp Foster • Clark B. Connolly • Linda Kennedy • Jim Cole • Steve Morehead
Fu n e r a l  D i r e c t o r s

PRiCE aLwayS CountS. So DoES SERviCE

has the best of both

Dryer Funeral Home, Inc.
www.dryerfuneralhomeholly.com

Since 1925
Bruce Gordon Dryer, Manager

Funeral Pre-Planning

Cremation

markers ~ monuments

great lakes national Cemetery

memorial Videos

248-634-8291
101 First St. • Holly

 CALL US FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

Five reasons to plan your own funeral
to science. If you 
choose to be bur-
ied, you can choose 
your own burial plot, 
mausoleum and cas-
ket. If you’d rather 
be cremated, you 
can choose whether 
to place your ashes 
in a columbarium, 
which is a mauso-
leum dedicated to 
this purpose, or be 
scattered according 
to state laws. You 
can also choose the 
type of memorial 
service you want by 
requesting that your loved ones throw a 
party to celebrate a life well lived, without 
your body present, or decide to have a 
traditional funeral service with a viewing 
of your casket — or anything in between. 
Planning your own service will ensure the 
guests honor and remember you the way 
you’d like them to. 
save money
 Most funerals are planned after the 
person has already died. It’s done by fam-
ily members who are grieving the loss of 
someone they love. The decision whether 
to pay $1,200 for a quaint, cozy coffin or 
$8,000 for the platinum, silk-lined casket 
with gold trim will be made from the 
heart — not the head. Making decisions 
ahead of time can reduce the amount of 
“emotional” money spent. 
 By planning ahead, you can also make 
sure that your loved ones are aware of any 
available death benefits. Social Security pays 
a one-time lump sum, and the Veterans Ad-
ministration has a benefit for veterans. Your 
private insurance, trade union or church 
may have benefits that you’re entitled to, as 
well. Planning ahead means you can have 
all this information available for your loved 
ones. Many reputable funeral homes have 
knowledgeable staff that will provide this 
valuable assistance at no additional cost.
pay in advance
 You may want to consider pre-paying 
for your funeral if you’re trying to “spend 

summary
Preplanning your funeral gives peace 
of mind. You’ll know that, when the time 
comes, things will be done your way with 
your money and you’ll have taken the 
burden off your loved ones.
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 Your family’s pockets, purses and 
backpacks are probably packed with 
gadgets, as technology expands into all 
aspects of home and work life. 
 It seems like every device is turning 
into a mini-computer that texts, talks, 
syncs and computes. However, do we re-
ally need every device to do everything? 
 Simplifying the technology in your 
life can make you more serene and even 
more productive. 
go Basic 
 Most people use computers for web 
surfing, word-processing and e-mail. So 
why get one with the latest feature film-
making software? A basic desktop should 
suffice, without expensive processing 
chips and the bells and whistles needed 
for cutting-edge video. Or be thrifty and 
trendy by buying a tiny Netbook for less 
than $300. 
 Consider utility software that keeps 
computers running smoothly. There are 
several programs from brands like Nor-
ton, McAfee and others that keep your 
hard drive clean and running fast. 
cell phoNes
 Unless you’re a text-crazed teenager or 
senior executive, why choose a cell phone 
with more features than your laptop? 
Select a phone that does one thing really 
well — makes telephone calls. 
 Choose a phone with a simple display 
and only those buttons you really need, 
such as dedicated volume controls. For 
example, U.S. Cellular offers a straight-
forward model with large dial-pad keys 
and simple-to-read display. It even 
includes a noise suppressor, making it 
easier to hear when background noise is 
loud, a slow speech option that reduces 
the speed of the voice on the other end of 
the line, and frequency altering for those 
with hearing problems. 
 And, if you’ll be traveling, consider a 
simple global phone, such as the Verizon 
Escapade, that’s usable from more than 
220 worldwide locations. Without excess 
features, it’s one of the lowest priced 
global phones, so you can check on the 
kids or grandkids while in tourist mode. 
And, it includes a simple camera to cap-
ture images of your travels. 
caMeras
 The average photographer doesn’t 
need to know f-stops to take beautiful 
shots. Instead of a camera suited for a 
National Geographic explorer, try a sim-
pler model. While big family vacations 
may require big cameras, point-and-shoot 
models are all that are needed for that 
weekend barbecue. 
passwords 
 From online banking to e-mail, mul-
tiple passwords guard against identity 
theft. It’s important to remember them 
all. Consider selecting passwords the-
matically. As an example, all of your fi-
nancial accounts should use variations of 
your favorite food, or all e-mail accounts 
should use your pet’s name. 
coordiNate gadgets 
 Do you really need an mp3 player, 
camera, netbook, e-reader, and home 
PC? Make sure your gadgets don’t over-
lap in function. You may even help the 
environment, since gadgets are often less 
eco-friendly than paper and pen.

 Residents living in and around the 
Linden community can be screened to 
reduce their risk of having a stroke or 
bone fracture.  The Loose Senior Citizen 
Center, 707 N. Bridge St., will host Life 
Line Screening on Friday, Jan. 14. Ap-
pointments will begin at 9 a.m.
 There are four key points every per-
son needs to know. Stroke is the third 
leading cause of death and a leading 
cause of permanent disability. Eighty 
percent of stroke victims had no appar-
ent warning signs prior to their stroke. 
Preventive ultrasound screenings can 
help you avoid a stroke. Screenings are 
fast, noninvasive, painless, affordable 

and convenient
 Screenings identify potential cardio-
vascular conditions such as blocked 
arteries and irregular heart rhythm, ab-
dominal aortic aneurysms, and harden-
ing of the arteries in the legs, which is a 
strong predictor of heart disease. A bone 
density screening to assess osteoporosis 
risk is also offered and is appropriate for 
both men and women.
 Packages start at $139. All five 
screenings take 60 to 90 minutes to 
complete. For more information or to 
schedule an appointment, call 1(877) 
237-1287 or visit www.lifelinescreen-
ing.com. Pre-registration is required.

Five ways to simplify the 
technology in your life

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | SUBMITTED PHOTO

Selecting a basic cell phone for making 
calls is one way to simplify the technology 
in your life.

Life Line screening set for 
next Friday at senior center

Manicure 
& Pedicure

$50 
Reg. $55 Lisa Branham  New Number! 810-922-6553

traveLing manicurist
I’ll come to you for no additional charge!
Shut-ins • Seniors • lunch hour • office manicures 

• Bridal Parties • Pedicure Parties 

Open House 
Friday, January 14 • 2:00–9:00pm

Open House Special
$500 OFF

for 6 months
If you sign up by February 1, 2011

Terms & Conditions Apply. Please call for details.

We Provide
All-Inclusive Services & Amenities

Nurse Call System
Monitored Security
Activities Director
Professionally Trained Staff
Fully Fire Sprinkler Facility

Meals Prepared by Chef Daily
Snacks Available
Laundry Service
And More…

1354 West Vienna Rd. • Clio, MI 48420 (near corner of N. Saginaw Rd. & Vienna)
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 With the dust finally settling around the 
nation’s economic crisis, baby boomers 
are taking stock to see if their retirement 
plans need revised. 
 There are many ways to adjust to to-
day’s economy — from working longer 
to changing investment strategies or 
living situations. 
 The bad news for many is that some 
of their safety nets may no longer be vi-
able. Declining real estate values mean 
many can’t turn to homes for money. 
Tumult in financial markets resulted 
in declines in 401K plans. And, some 
experts say Social Security may not be 
there when needed most. 
 For the second consecutive year, 
Social Security benefits didn’t rise, 
something which hasn’t happened in 
more than 75 years. And, beginning 
in 2016, payroll tax revenue will be 
insufficient to pay full Social Security 
benefits, according to Allen W. Smith, a 
retired economics professor and author 
of “The Looting of Social Security.” 
 “A pledge in the 1980s to only spend 
Social Security funds on benefits was bro-
ken by every presidential administration 
since. Money earmarked for seniors was 
diverted into the government’s general 
fund and used for whatever politicians 
chose to spend it on,” said Smith. 
 “Approximately $2.6 trillion of So-
cial Security revenue that was supposed 
to be saved and invested for paying 
benefits to baby boomers, was instead 
spent for other things and replaced with 
non-marketable government IOUs,” 
he stresses. According to Smith, these 
IOUs represent only a claim against 
future government revenue. They have 
no monetary value, until and unless the 
government raises the money through 
future tax increases or borrowing to 
repay the missing money. 
 Against this backdrop, many are 
altering retirement plans. 
keep working
 Some seniors are now planning to 
stay on the job longer. Many who are 
physically able to work longer are 
postponing retirement until the future 
becomes clearer, because they know 
that once they retire, they may be unable 
to re-enter the workforce given today’s 
high unemployment. 

New priorities
 Many are shifting investment plans to 
ensure the money they need within five 
years of retirement is safe in low-risk 
investments, like fixed-income funds. 
This can help them endure short-term 
market drops while the money they 
need later grows in more aggressive 
investments. 
Belt tightening
 Many who are approaching retire-
ment age are cutting back on spending 
and putting more into savings, in case 
their Social Security benefits are cut. 
Practicing austerity, and wisely invest-
ing the money that is saved, is one of the 
most viable options for seniors. 
 With Social Security benefits ac-
counting for nearly 40 percent of aver-
age income for retirees over 65, Smith 
is advising seniors to exercise caution 
in their financial decisions. Purchases 
that can be delayed probably should be 
delayed, and for those still in good health, 
working a little longer than planned could 
make a big difference in quality of life 
when they do retire. offering specialties in orthopedic 

Manual Physical Therapy and women’s 
Health concerns such as Pelvic Floor 
rehab and Perinatal Pain at our Holly 
location.

offering specialties in Vestibular  
Rehabilitation at our Fenton location.

Services offered at both locations:
• Hand Therapy 
• Pediatrics
• Sports injury Rehabilitation 
• work Conditioning 
• Geriatric Fitness
• Pre and Post Surgical Rehabilitation  
• orthopedic Conditions  
• Joint and Soft Tissue injuries
• Sports injuries  
• workplace injuries  
• Arthritic Conditions  
• Fitness Program

physiotherapy
Associates

HOLLY • 248-634-4424
1016 N. Saginaw St., Ste B

FeNTON • 810-714-4616
3240 Silver Lake Rd.

At our clinics,  
you will enjoy a 

therapy experience  
focused on  

providing you with 
the highest level of 

clinical expertise 
and personalized 

care. 
 

Our specialty is  
providing you  

with personalized 
services that are 
designed to help  

you enjoy a  
healthy life.

- two locations to serVe you -

Since 1964                                             A Long Term care Facility Offering Senior Rehabilitation care

We pride ourselves on being family oriented  
and welcoming each  resident into our hearts.

Offering Skilled nursing Services • Long Term care  
Basic nursing care • Respite care • Medicare & Medicaid certified 

810-735-9487 • 9051 Silver Lake Rd., Linden

A rgentine 
care center
A

          

Law Offices of
McKenney & McKenney

Fax (248) 328-9144    www.mckenneylawfirm.com

Wills • Trusts • Powers of attorney

 1121 N. Saginaw Street, Suite 5 - Holly, Michigan 48442
“Helping businesses & families for over 50 years.”

Thomas P. McKenney Robert A. McKenney (ret.)

(248) 328-9133

meaning of name Erick Ward

Apple Blossom HillApple Blossom Hill 
Assisted Living

•  Laundry & Dry Cleaning
•  Monthly Newsletters 
 Sent to Families
•  Minimal Care to Hospice
•  24 Hour Staff Coverage
•  Trained Staff
•  Special Diets per Physician
•  Social/Cultural Outings
•  Appointments
•  Barber & Beauty Shop Days
•  Respite Care 
 (Short-term care)

We are the right place
 for your loved one....

•  Arts & Crafts
•  Coffee Hour & Snack
•  Friends & Family Day
•  Letter Writing Day
•  Three Balanced Home 

Cooked Meals a Day
•  Night Time Snack
•  Semi-Private Room
•  Assistance in 
 Daily Care
•  Medication 
 Administered

10868 Hibner Rd., Hartland • (810)632-9009 or (810)632-5590 

Tips for retiring in an 
uncertain economy

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | SUBMITTED PHOTO

Some seniors are altering their retirement 
plans due to the uncertain economy, 
while others are now planning to stay 
on the job longer.
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outlook
Continued from Front Page
  Jim Kruzan, a certified financial plan-
ner at Raymond James Financial Services 
in Fenton, has been  in  the business for 
28 years. “I think this year is going to be 
a halfway decent year,” he said. Kruzan 
expects  to  see  3-percent  growth  in  the 
economy  for  2011,  which  would  be 
strong, he added.
  Kruzan does not see big change in the 
stock market. Standard and Poors (S&P) 
was up 13 percent last year, and he expects 
it will be up 15 percent in 2011. This is 
because of corporate earnings, he said.
  Corporate earning should be high for 
the next several quarters. This means that 
large companies are not necessarily hir-
ing, but their balance sheets are improv-
ing and they are paying down debt. “The 
market tends to follow earnings,” Kruzan 
said. “Earnings will be robust.” In other 
words, as earnings improve, so does the 
market, he added.
  According to Kruzan, General Motors 
Company announced there would not be 
any wage increase in 2011 for salaries. 
“A lot of companies have done the same 
thing.”
  Corporate  earnings  will  be  higher, 
but Kruzan expects  some “volatility or 
short-term drops and gains in the stock 
market. Expect the market to pull back 
early 2011,” he said.
  Kruzan expects the Federal Reserve to 
keep interest rates low over 2011. Bonds 
will earn less, because as interest rates are 
lowered, bonds will look less attractive 
to  investors.  “Weak bonds mean better 
stocks,” he said. “Those that own bonds 
may  be  surprised  to  see  they’re  not  as 
safe as they were. 
  “People  will  probably  put  money 
where it looks best, which will be stocks.”
  One of the biggest drivers of the U.S. 
economy is the real-estate market. 
  Patrik  Welty,  a  real  estate  broker,  has 
22 years of experience. He owns Legacy 
Realty in Fenton, where he also lives. His 
business, as a whole, saw a greater volume 
of transactions in 2010, than in 2009. Real-
tors handled more home sales, but prices 
went down, and a  large part of  the sales 
was “short sales.” Short sales are homes 
that the bank allows the owner to sell for 
less than what is owed, a practice that can 
hurt the market as a whole. 
  Welty  sees  prices  stabilizing  in  the 
early half of 2011, and even experiencing 
modest growth by the end of the year. “I 
think we bottomed months ago,” he said.
  In  2010,  the  market  overall  had  a 
healthy  amount  of  transactions,  but  at 
45 percent lower prices than four years 
ago. In late 2010, foreclosures were also 
reduced.
  Welty said consumers and small busi-
nesses need to get over fear of spending. 
“That’s when prices will start to recover, 
and that’s going take time,” he said.
  “It’s an excellent time for consumers 
and a number of sectors to be investing 
and buying,” he said. “I’ve been in busi-
ness for 22 years. I’ve never seen such op-
portunities in investment and real estate.”
  Fenton has a large amount of vacant 
commercial space, which is not a good 
thing, Welty said.
  The  University  of  Michigan  expects 
unemployment in Michigan to be around 
12.4 percent, lower than the 13.3 percent 
for the first 11 months of 2010.
  The Michigan Department of Energy, 
Labor  and  Economic  growth  estimates 
unemployment is currently 12.4 percent 
in Michigan. 

wall photos
Continued from Page 3
practically none of them. If you don’t have 
any kind of back-up for your computer, your 
lifetime of photos may be lost.”
  One way to display photos is by using a 
gallery of five, framed prints (odd numbers 
work  best  for  home  decor),  unified,  with 
either a theme or a frame style. According to 
ehow.com, black-and-white shots look best 
on a colored wall, and color photos look best 
if the wall color doesn’t match.
  For an eye-popping focal point, choose one 
dynamic photo printed in an extra-wide for-
mat, using large photo processing equipment 
such as the one Green uses at Billmeier Cam-
era. “Big prints speak volumes,” said Green. 
He also  likes  the use of panoramic photos 
for visual appeal, making a large panoramic 
print cut into quarters for a continuous theme. 
“Panoramics are hot right now,” he added.
  Another way  to add new sparkle  to your 
home is with metallic. “Every space needs a bit 

of shine,” said interior design/TV personality 
Nate Berkus on a recent Today Show episode. 
Metallic finishes, fabrics and accessories can 
take this trend as far as a homeowner wants 
to go with it, acting as “jewelry” for a room, 
according to HGTV.com.
  The trend of recycling and re-purposing 
items for use in decor is another way to update 
decor for this winter. Even an old cable-knit 
sweater can find new life and purpose as a 
throw pillow — adding warmth, texture and 
sophistication to a couch or chair.
  Another suggestion is to create your own 
art with old silk scarves, old maps or other 
objects not commonly used to personalize 
and accent your walls. “Art is what you make 
it,” added Berkus. 
  The  important  trend  for  decorating  this 
year is to love what you have and use what 
you love. Creating a personal environment at 
home with photos, objects and art that have 
meaning, makes a space all one’s own — and 
is within anyone’s budget.

Hints for hanging photos
• Before permanently hanging your 
artwork in a gallery setting, arrange 
pieces of art on the floor to see how 
they look together as a grouping, or 
make a template of each piece and 
hang with re-usable adhesive.
• Group four same-size photos 
together in a four-square arrange-
ment to give the vision of one large 
picture. You may also use a larger 
photo in the center, placing smaller 
pictures on each side.
• Balance the impact of the frames 
— they don’t have to match perfectly, 
except in a more formal setting.
• Hang pictures at eye level.
• When hanging a picture over a 
sofa, leave only a 3- to 6-inch space 
between the picture and sofa, so 
they look “connected.”
• Pictures don’t always have to 
be displayed on the wall. They can 
be placed in place of plates on a 
plate rack, or can be displayed on 
an easel.

SavingsSenior  Living  

Specializing in:
High Efficiency Furnaces, 

Heat Pumps, Air  
Conditioners & More

CE Heating & Cooling Co.
“Quality Service Since 1952”
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Retired owner of 
Dewey’s Auto Center dies
By Sharon Stone
sstone@tctimes.com; 810-433-6786
 Norman Brehmer, a longtime owner 
of Dewey’s Auto Center, passed away 
on Monday, Jan. 3 at McLaren Regional 
Medical Center. He was 65.
 Dewey Johnson, the original owner of 
Dewey’s, knew Brehmer, of Fenton, as the 
Goodyear tire representative back when he 
was running the business. The shop was 
destroyed by fire in 1977 and Johnson 
turned to Brehmer for help with rebuilding. 
Johnson retired in 1989, at which time 
Brehmer took over as sole owner.
 Johnson and Brehmer hired mechanic 
Jerry Lesperance in 1985. Lesperance and 
Brehmer eventually formed a partnership 
in 1999 and ran the business together until 
Brehmer’s retirement in June of 2009.
 “He was a good man to work for,” said 
Lesperance.
 Funeral services for Brehmer will 
be held at 1 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 6 at 
Sharp Funeral Homes, Fenton Chapel. 
For more information, go online at www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com.
 Brehmer is survived by his two married 
daughters, five grandchildren, mother, 
two sisters and a brother.

solid
Continued from Front Page
primary operating/general fund, is recom-
mended. That is so Fenton has adequate 
reserves and cash flow, Panter said. Its fund 
balance, on June 30, 2010, was $1.59 million.
 General fund revenues ($5.76 million) 
are down $383,000, or 6.2 percent, from 
the year before. This is due to factors such 
as lower taxes, investment income, state 
shared revenue and services for which 
the city charges, he said. 
 In addition, expenditures are down 
even more than the decline in revenue. 
Fenton spent $462,000 less, or 9.6 
percent, from the previous fiscal year. 
There have been personnel cuts, with 
positions eliminated and staff members 
who haven’t been replaced.
 Fenton’s water and sewer funds repre-
sent significant services the city provides, 
Panter said. The sewer fund had $521,000 
in operating income, while the water fund 

January is National 
radon action Month
The Environmental Protection Agency 
has designated January National Ra-
don Action Month, to increase aware-
ness of radon, promote radon testing 
and encourage the use of radon-
resistant new construction. Radon is 
an invisible, odorless, tasteless gas. It 
is the result of a breakdown of uranium 
in the earth and causes no immediate 
health problems. However, long-term 
exposures can cause lung cancer. A 
simple test kit can reveal the amount of 
radon in any building. Radon test kits 
for homes are available at all Oakland 
County Health Division offices located 
in Pontiac, Southfield and Walled Lake. 
During the month of January only, radon 
kits will be available for half price, $5, 
but quantities are limited.  For more 
information on radon or radon testing, 
call the Health Division at (248) 858-
1311 or (248) 424-7190 or go online at 
www.oakgov.com/health. 

keep paths clear for 
letter carriers
With winter in full swing and many 
snowy days ahead, the U.S. Postal 
Service is asking that residents help their 
letter carrier by delivering a safe, clear 
path to their mailbox this winter. Make 
sure snowdrifts or outdoor decorations 
don’t create obstacles. Homeowners 
are asked to remove snow and ice from 
sidewalks, steps and overhangs before 
the carrier delivers the mail.

News briefs
had $354,180.
 Federal stimulus (American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act, or ARRA) funding 
of $804,000 provided for part of $2 mil-
lion in sewer lift station improvements.
 Mayor Sue Osborn said Fenton’s water 
usage is decreasing. She asked what impact 
it’s having on the water fund.
 Treasurer Cindy Shane said 
council increased the water 
capital charge. This was by 85 
percent, with water usage rates 
increased by 14 percent. Some 
of this was for the $2.7 million 
Adelaide Street water improve-
ment project. 
 The water fund will improve, 
she said. Shane believes Fenton 
will build up some cash in it. 
Stephen Guy, operator in charge 
of the water plant, said usage has recently 
increased by .3 percent.
 The quarterly sewer capital charge 
increased by 14 percent. Issues included 

lagoon draining and cleaning, which the 
city did not plan for, Councilman John 
Rauch said. But, it needed to be done.
 The fund has improved from last year 
and the year before that, Manager Lynn 
Markland said.
 “We are keeping an eye on it,” Shane 

said.
 Fenton’s millage rate is 
10.6226, rolled back from 11 
mills in 1989-2001, she said. As 
property values increased, the 
city had to roll back its millage 
rate. Thus, Fenton is operating 
on less.
 Fenton received $949,000 
in federal funding, for items 
including sewer lift station im-
provements, the Neighborhood 
Stabilization Program and a 

Byrne Justice grant for safer communities. 
More than $500,000 in federal funding 
requires a separate audit of the federal 
money, Panter said.

summary
Fenton is in 
solid financial 
condition, its 
auditing firm 
says. The city 
has fund balance 
reserves of 23.9 
percent for its 
general fund, the 
largest operating 
fund it has.

crash
Continued from Front Page
from Fenton, sustained non-life threaten-
ing injuries. The preliminary investigation 
reveals that the roads were snow covered and 
possibly slick. Masak’s car collided with the 
guardrail in the median causing him to lose 
control. The car veered from the roadway, 
struck several trees and overturned.
 The crash reconstruction unit was 
brought in to investigate. If anyone wit-
nessed this crash, they are asked to con-
tact Det. Mike Neering at (810) 655-4646.
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catFish
Is-it-or-is-it-not documentary about the 
world of online social relationship. Nev, 
a 24-year-old New York-based photogra-

pher, has no idea what 
he’s in for when Abby, an 
8-year-old girl from rural 
Michigan, contacts him on 
MySpace in 2007, seeking 
permission to paint one of 
his photographs. When he 
receives her remarkable 
painting, Nev begins a 
friendship and correspon-
dence with Abby’s family. 

But things really get interesting when he 
develops a cyber-romance with Abby’s 
attractive older sister, Megan, a musician 
and model. 

howl
James Franco stars as Allen Ginsberg in 
the story of how the young poet’s seminal 

work broke down societal 
barriers in the face of an 
infamous public obscenity 
trial. In his famously con-
fessional style, Ginsberg 
— poet, counter-culture 
icon, and chronicler of 
the Beat Generation — 
recounts the road trips, 
love affairs and search for 
personal liberation that led 

to “Howl,” the most timeless work of his 
career. 

Machete
Set up, double-crossed and left for dead, 
Machete (Danny Trejo) is an ex-Federale 

who lays waste to any-
thing that gets in his path. 
Machete is a renegade 
former Mexican Federale, 
roaming the streets of 
Texas after a shakedown 
from drug lord Torrez 
(Steven Seagal). Reluc-
tantly, Machete takes an 
offer from Benz (Fahey) to 
assassinate McLaughlin 

(Robert De Niro), a corrupt senator. Ma-
chete braves the odds with the help of Luz 
(Michelle Rodriguez), a saucy taco slinger, 
Padre (Cheech Marin), his holy brother, 
and April (Lindsay Lohan), a socialite with a 
penchant for guns. 

diNNer For schMucks
Tim is a guy on the verge of having it all. 
The only thing standing between him and 
total career success is finding the perfect 
guest to bring to his boss’ annual Dinner 
for Extraordinary People, an event where 
the winner of the evening brings the most 

eccentric character (read: 
buffoon) as his guest. 
Tim’s fiancee, Julie, finds 
it distasteful and Tim 
agrees to skip the dinner, 
until he bumps into Barry 
— an IRS employee who 
devotes his spare time to 
building elaborate taxi-
dermy mouse dioramas 
— and quickly realizes 

he’s struck idiot gold. 

the last exorcisM
When he arrives on the rural Louisiana farm 
of Louis Sweetzer, the Reverend Cotton 
Marcus expects to perform just another 
routine “exorcism” on a disturbed religious 
fanatic. An earnest fundamentalist, Sweet-
zer has contacted the charismatic preacher 
as a last resort, certain his teenage daugh-
ter Nell is possessed by a demon who 
must be exorcised before their terrifying 
ordeal ends in unimaginable tragedy. Upon 
arriving at the already blood-drenched 
family farm, it is soon clear that nothing 
could have prepared him for the true evil 
he encounters there. 

case 39
Devoted family services specialist Emily 
Jenkins (Renee Zellweger) has seen it all 
—- lies, neglect, abuse — domestic hor-
rors of every type. That is, until she takes 
on Case 39: the case of 10-year-old Lillith 
Sullivan, whose eerie, secretive family 

leaves Emily shaken and 
disturbed. When Lil-
lith’s parents attempt to 
harm their only child in 
a late-night ritual, Emily 
intervenes. Heartbroken 
by Lillith’s loneliness and 
innocence, Emily decides 
to do something she has 
never allowed herself to 
do in the past: get person-

ally involved. Emily offers Lillith a caring, 
happy home until she can find an adoptive 
family. That’s when the real terror begins. 

ReleaSeD thiS Week

DVDs&Movies

dear dr. dOnOHue: 
My doctor prescribed 
statin drugs to control 
my LdL cholesterol. 
First I took lovastatin 
(Mevacor) and then 
simvastatin (Zocor), but 
I had muscle pain and 
weakness with them. I am reluctant 
to start the pravastatin (Pravachol) 
that he now has prescribed. are there 
alternatives? How about endur-acin? 
CoQ10 has been suggested. — d.L.
 answer: Statins are the most potent 

cholesterol-lowering 
drugs, including lowering 
lDl cholesterol — bad 
cholesterol, the kind that 
clings to artery walls. 
they’ve been around 
for 20 years, and their 
safety record has been 

good. Some people develop muscle 
pain. those people can try a different 
statin. you did. However, you might 
be reacting a bit too fast in rejecting 
pravastatin (Pravachol). it is the statin 
that most infrequently is involved with 

good 
health

Paul G. Donohue, M.D.

To your

Answer in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

by linDa thiStle

WeeklySudoku

Lowering your cholesterol; living with an umbilical hernia 

kinG
featuReS Crossword Puzzle

Answer in this Sunday’s edition of the Tri-County Times

muscle complaints.
 i don’t know any herb on the list of 
herbs you included (in an edited part of 
the letter) that compare with medicines 
for cholesterol control. However, there 
are things you can do to lower choles-
terol, including reducing your saturated 
fat and cholesterol intake. Saturated 
fats are the fats found in many meats, 
whole-fat dairy products and many 
other commercially prepared foods. you 
have to look on the label. omega-3 fatty 
acids lower cholesterol. they’re found 
in fish. if you cannot stand fish, take the 
omega-3s in pill form.
 Questran, Colestid, Welchol and Zetia 
are cholesterol-lowering drugs that are 
unrelated to statins.
 niacin can increase HDl cholesterol 
(good cholesterol) and lower triglycer-
ides, fats that also figure into artery 
clogging. endur-acin is a slow-release 
preparation of niacin. Slow-release 
preparations were introduced to lessen 
flushing, one of the side effects of 
niacin.
 Coenzyme Q10, or CoQ10, is an 
antioxidant made by the body and also 
is available in pill form. antioxidants 
counter the damaging byproducts com-
ing from cell chemistry. i don’t see any 
references mentioning that it lowers 
cholesterol.

 the cholesterol booklet gives an in-
depth treatment of cholesterol. Readers 
can order a copy by writing: Dr. Donohue 
— no. 201W, Box 536475, orlando, Fl 
32853-6475. enclose a check or money 
order (no cash) for $4.75 U.S./$6 
Canada with the recipient’s printed 
name and address. Please allow four 
weeks for delivery.

dear dr. dOnOHue: I am an 80-year-
old male. I work out on a Cybex weight 
machine and also on a treadmill. I 
was diagnosed as having an umbilical 
hernia. Please discuss it. Is surgery 
recommended at my age? will working 
out aggravate it? — C.r.
 answer: all hernias are protrusions 
of internal organs or tissues through 
a defect in the wall that’s supposed to 
hold them in place. in your case, the 
defect is the umbilicus — the navel, 
the bellybutton. With age, the scar that 
closes the umbilicus (the site where 
the umbilical cord from the placenta 
attaches to the fetus) weakens, and a 
hernia can form.

Dr. Donohue regrets that he is unable to 
answer individual letters, but he will incorpo-
rate them in his column whenever possible. 
Readers may write him or request an order 
form of available health newsletters at P.O. 
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475.

$5.00 tiCketS everYDaY
Rate valid for most movies. All Day Tuesday• Mon, 
Wed and Thurs before 6 pm • Fri-Sun before noon. 
$5.00 rate not valid on Real D 3D, IMAX or 12:05am 

shows. Real D 3D films additional $2.00.

Online tickets and showtimes

SHOwtimeS: 810-695-5000
1 Mile N. of I-75 on Holly Rd. in Grand Blanc

NCG trillium CiNemaS
www.NCGmovies.com
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sports

  The holiday season is over, 
which means most sports 
have started, but still have 
well over half of their events 
remaining. Still, this is a great 
time to see what’s going on 
with our Tri-County Top Five 
Teams of the Winter.
 5. Linden wrestling — The 

Linden wrestling program looked to be headed for a 
semi-rebuilding season entering this year, and still 
may be in that mode. But even if that’s the case, 

the Eagles are still a program that all Metro and 
area teams realize they must compete against 

with respect. The  Eagles were 
ranked earlier in the season, 

and could 
s n e a k 

back on that top 10 list with a win against Holly tonight.
 4. Holly boys basketball — This is another team 
that looked poised to be in a rebuilding year. With all 
but one key player lost to graduation from a year ago, 
the Bronchos are out to prove that this program is for 
real regardless of the obstacles presented. So far, 
the Bronchos have done a very good job proving just 
that. They are 4-0 and remain tied for first place in the 
Metro League with the Fenton Tigers. It looks like it 
could be another exciting prep basketball season for 
area Metro fans.
 3. Fenton boys basketball — The Tigers enter 
the season as the clear favorites in the Flint Metro 
League, and so far have proven those preseason 
expectations to be pretty accurate. The Tigers are 
3-0 in league play. However, Fenton has a couple 
of other big goals this season. The Tigers want to 
prove they deserve respect beyond the Metro, and 
have earned some with wins against Davison and 

Flint Southwestern outside the league. While others 
are undefeated in the Metro, until someone proves 
otherwise, the road to the Metro title runs through 
Fenton. 
 2. Holly wrestling — The Bronchos have had a 
pretty solid start to their season, recently finishing 
third in the very competitive Oakland County Meet. 
The squad returns a defending state champion, and 
has several other very strong wrestlers. Holly is tied 
for sixth in the state in Division 2. They have a big 
match against Linden tonight. 
 1. Lake Fenton wrestling — It’s scary how good 
the Blue Devils’ wrestling program has already 
been, but as January hits, Lake Fenton will finally 
be featuring their entire team. Lake Fenton finished 
second to county power Davison at the Genesee 
County Meet and has already beat Goodrich in 
league play. This team is only going to get better as 
the season continues.

TRI-COUNTY 
TOP 5 TEAMS
OF WINTER

By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com;
  The Holly varsity boys soccer 
team’s key to success in the fall 
had to do with its “team play.” 
  It seemingly was a team with-
out a superstar. However, as the 
season  went  on,  one  player  did 
emerge  as  being  that  star.  That 
was Devin Papuga.
  If it needed to be done, Papuga 
did it for the Holly Bronchos.
  Usually  he  played  defense. 
But  if  someone  was  needed  at 
midfield,  he  could  be  moved. 
The same at forward. Need a set 
play?  Papuga  delivered  for  the 
Bronchos there as well. He even 
made one of the season’s biggest 
saves in net.
  And  through  it  all,  he  helped 
lead  the  Bronchos  to  their  first-
ever  Flint  Metro  League  soccer 
title in school history.
  For  these  reasons,  Papuga  is 
the Tri-County Times’ Boys Soc-
cer Player of the Year.
  “To me, soccer is soccer,” Pa-
puga  said  about  his  willingness 
to play any position. “I can adapt 
to any position, in my opinion. I 
used to play goalie. I used to play 
forward and midfield, and now I 
play defense. I feel I can play all 
of  the  positions  at  a  reasonably 
high level.”
  No one agrees with that com-
ment  more  than  Holly  varsity 
boys soccer coach Mike Steibel.
  “He  was  a  kid  that  everyone 
looked up to,” Steibel said. “He 
could  play  any  position.  You 
could put him at back on defense 
because that’s where his mindset 
is. He can play forward. Against 
Rochester  Adams,  we  put  him 
there and he put a lot of pressure 
on  them.  And  we’ve  even  put 
him at keeper. He can do it all.”
  Papuga’s defensive ability was 
proudly  on  display  during  Hol-
ly’s season. The Bronchos didn’t 
lose a single Metro League game 

Holly’s Papuga leads our boys area soccer team
Versatility proves key to senior’s game

Player of the Year Devin Papuga 

Class Senior • Team Holly
     

Comment: 
He was the Bronchos’ most versatile player, even 
playing some in net. The first-team All-Metro selection 
scored six goals and dished off seven assists. He was 
part of a defense that allowed just three goals in eight 
Metro League contests.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES  
SCOTT SCHUPBACH

Holly’s Devin Papuga 
has been named the 
Tr i -County ’s  Boys 
Soccer Player of the 
Year. Papuga primarily 
played defense, but still 
scored six goals and 
had seven assists.

and  only  allowed  a  single  goal 
against  three  of  the  eight  Metro 
League foes they faced.
  “I  like  the  fact  knowing  that 
no one  could get by us,” Papuga 
said. “When I played on top, I was 
thinking  that  they  could  not  get 
through and score.
  “It wasn’t just the defense, but 
our goalie (Ryan St. John) helped 
us out and got us out of a  lot of 
situations.  Ryan  played  amazing 
this year and helped us out.”
  But,  again,  Papuga  wasn’t  a 
one-trick pony. Despite being pri-
marily a defender, he found time 
to  score.  Papuga  had  six  goals 
and seven assists during the sea-
son. In fact, one of his highlights 
involved  one  of  his  goals.  Fre-
quently, Holly’s defenders would 
join the attack while dribbling the 
ball, while defenders would then 
drop back to play defense.
  “I  wanted  to  score  on  a  free 
kick  this year and it came in  the 
Linden  game,”  Papuga  said.  “It 
was on the right side of the field 
and I hit the upper 90, from about 
23 yards out. I was excited.
  “I  like  getting  to  attack  out 
from  defense.  I  like  stepping  up 
and playing into the attack.”
  “Out of the back, I’m guessing 

we  scored  12  or  13  goals  from 
defenders,”  Steibel  said.  “They 
came up and attacked. It was al-
ways  a  team  thing,  and  he  was 
kind  of  the  field  general  on 
the field.”
  In some ways, Papu-
ga goes out with what 
was one of the most 
historical  seasons 
in Holly history. A 
year ago the squad 
lost  the Metro  title 
in  the  last  game  of  the  season. 
Papuga  admitted  the  team  may 
have been  a  little  “big-headed.” 
After drawing Lapeer East in the 
Metro opener again  this  season, 
Papuga  thought  that  may  have 
been  the  case.  But,  with  Papu-
ga’s help, the Bronchos changed 
that attitude and fought hard for 
seven  straight  league  wins,  fre-
quently blowing out their foes.
  “Last year we were big-headed. 
We  thought  no  one  could  bring 
us  down,”  Papuga  said.  “Come 
the Oxford game, we thought we 
were  going  to  destroy  them,  but 
we didn’t at all. We didn’t play to 
our potential.
  “This year, even after the East 
game, we were way too big-head-
ed. But that was kind of our hit to 

the  face, 
and  we 
woke  up. 
We  were  ag-
gressive  and 
played with way 
more  posses-
sion  this  year  than 
we  have  in  previ-
ous  years.  We  were 
smarter  and  not  as  big-
headed.”
  Steibel said Papuga was 
a  key  reason  for  the  atti-
tude change.
  “He’s  a  good  leader,” 
Steibel said. “He kept everyone 
under  control  in  terms  of  emo-
tions  and  attitudes.  He’s  a  good 
all around player and kid.”

ALL TRI-COUNTY BOYS SOCCER TEAM
Rest of first team  Grade  School
Zach Bakos   Freshman Linden
Matt Beckner   Senior  Holly
Eric Micallef   Junior  Holly
Eric Mowery   Senior  Fenton
Tony Grams   Senior  Lake Fenton
Ryan St. John (GK)  Junior  Holly
Spencer Quick (GK)  Senior  Lake Fenton
Gerry Andrews   Junior  Holly
Sam Caldwell   Junior  Holly
Brad Farthing   Senior  Linden
Matt Rogers   Senior  Linden
Jamie Yanez II   Junior  Linden
Austin Knight   Senior  Lake Fenton

Note: 
The players on the team and the Player of the Year were 
selected by the sports staff.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES
SCOTT SCHUPBACH

Lake Fenton’s (left) Christian 
O’Guinn holds down a recent 
opponent.
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LISA BRANHAM  

New Number! 
810-922-6553

Whatever the need, 
you can 

count on me!

REASONABLE 
RATES!

IN-HOME ADULT CARE
Committed to provide a wide-array of in-home care 

to meet the needs of the elderly and debilitated adults! 

CLEANING
Tailored housecleaning services customized 

specifically to your home and lifestyle.

MANICURES & PEDICURES
I’ll come to you for no additional charge!

• Shut-ins • Seniors • Lunch Hour • Office Manicures 
• Bridal Parties • Pedicure Parties

By Al Zipsie
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  Flint  —  Linden’s  varsity  boys  basket-
ball team had a big breakout game as they 
notched  their first win of  the season with 
an  impressive  76-54  Metro  League  win 
against Kearsley Monday.
  “The  first  win  is  sweet.  It  feels  really 
good,” said senior Brad Farthing, who had 
24 points to lead the Eagles. “We had some 
tough losses early. We are not a tall team, 
and we need to play up tempo and run the 
break  at  times.  We  were  able  to  pass  the 
ball, and coach said that  is what we need 
to do.”
  “The kids worked hard over the holiday 
and it showed. They want to get better and 
it showed,” said Linden coach Denny Hop-
kins. “Our defense played really well and 
got us going tonight. That was the key to 
the win.”
  A win was elusive in December for Lin-
den, but wasn’t  in  its first game of 2011. 
The Eagles came out strong, putting up 48 
points in the second and third quarter.  
  It wasn’t like the Eagles weren’t close to 
victory during their 0-4 start. Those losses 
included  a  pair  of  two-point  losses.  This 
time, being close wasn’t an  issue. Quick-
ness and defense put  the Eagles ahead  to 
stay  as  they  erupted  for  20  unanswered 
points  from  late  in  the  second  quarter  to 
early in the third period. The Eagles trailed 
28-19  late  in  the  first  half  when  the  mo-
mentum swayed.
  The  run  began  as  Farthing  had  a  slick 
behind-the-back  pass  to  Jack  Plasters. 

Sophomore  Shaye  Brown  then  used  the 
glass for a bucket. Plasters then converted 
on  an  assist  from  Kevin  Baker  and  Far-
thing scored on a drive to the hoop to cut 
the  lead  to  one  point.  Max  Powell  then 
gave  Linden  the  lead  for  good  at  29-28 
with 52 seconds left in the second quarter. 
Farthing  followed  that  hoop  with  a  steal 
and an assist to Powell, and Brown added 
a  three-point  shot  giving  Linden  a  32-28 
lead at halftime.
  Linden’s 15-0 run was raised to 20 points 
with the first five points of the second half. 
Baker  capped  the  unanswered  spree  with 
an old-fashioned three-point play just mo-
ments after Farthing hit a shot behind his 
head to score the half’s first two points. 
  Kearsley’s  Paul  Addas,  who  led  the 
Hornets with 20 points, ended the scoring 
drought with a jumper. Farthing then went 
outside for a pair of 3-pointers and found 
Dylan Nash for another hoop to build a 61-
44 cushion going into the final quarter.
  Farthing not only scored, but also added 
six steals and seven assists. Baker added 12 
points, while Brown had 11 points. Powell 
added  10  points.  But  Farthing’s  perfor-
mance was the biggest key offensively.
  “Brad is a good player. When he starts 
distributing  the  ball  like  he  did  tonight, 
everybody  gets  involved,”  said  Hopkins. 
“We  had  our  chances  in  the  three  of  our 
four games and didn’t finish well. Tonight 
we played really well in stretches.”
  Linden  hosts  Lapeer  East  Friday  at 
about 7 p.m.

Linden boys open 2011 with first win of season
Farthing scores 24, dishes key 
assists to spark road victory, 76-54

By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  The  Southern  Lakes  Parks  and  Rec-
reation’s  gymnastics  program  has  been 
looking  for  that  first  tournament  cham-
pionship.
  They got it recently.
  The Gym Stars squad took first at the 
Huron Valley Winter Invitational.
  The  event  had  90  gymnasts  ranging 
from 7 to 14 years old, and awards were 
given up  to  eighth place on  each  event 
and up to third for the all-around.
  Gym Stars had over 40 individual top-
three awards.

  The 10-year-old group did well. Rea-
gan  Wilson  won  the  all-around,  taking 
first  in  the bar  and  second  in  the beam 
and  vault.  Lauren  Foss  won  the  beam 
and took third on the floor. Sophie Aus-
tin won the vault and the floor and placed 
second in the all-around. Other top-three 
placers  for  Gym  Stars  were:  Danielle 
Welanin, second on vault and bars; Macy 
Mitchell, third on floor; and Avery Offer, 
third on bars, beam and all-around.
  In  the  10.5-age  class,  Madeline  Carr 
won  the  all-around,  earning  first  in  the 
vault  and  beam,  while  placing  second 

See STARS on 20

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | SUBMITTED PHOTO

Southern Lakes Parks and Recreation’s Gym Stars recently won the Huron 
Valley Winter Invitational on Dec. 12. The 17-member team took home over 40 
top-three performances. The team’s next competition is at Hyatt Elementary 
School in Linden on Jan. 22. 

Gym Stars squad wins Huron 
Valley Winter Invitational title

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | MARK BOLEN

Linden’s Kevin Baker (right) takes a shot in the Eagles’ 76-54 victory against Kearsley 
Monday night. 
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For a FREE estimate, call

810.629.5402
www.miassets.com
• Serving the Tri-County Area  • Bonded & Insured 

In a devastating event where you lose personal 
property– trying to recall from memory what 
you had and it’s worth, can be difficult.

We Can Help You!

Digital Inventory 
of your home or 
business.

By David Troppens
dtroppens@tctimes.com; 810-433-6789
  Linden  —  The  Linden  varsity  girls 
basketball team has one-half of the equa-
tion to victory working well.
  At  least  the  Eagles  did  on  Monday 
night.
  They held Kearsley to just 37 points, in-
cluding  just 13 second-half points. How-
ever, offense is another story.
  The  Eagles  mustered  just  nine  field 
goals all game  long,  resulting  in a 37-23 
home loss.
  “Our  defense  is  getting  better,”  Lin-
den’s  varsity  coach  Ben  Varner  said. 
“They  play  so  hard.  They  are  diving  for 
balls and working hard. We held someone 
to  under  40,  but  we  have  to  find  a  way 
to score  more than 23 points. When you 
hold  someone  to  under  40,  you  should 
win, right? That’s the goal right now. We 
feel if we do that we can win, but we have 
to score. We have to score some points.”
  Linden  (0-7)  never  held  the  lead  and 
had  its  final  tie  come  at  4-4  after  two 
converted free throws by Jordan Sargent. 
However, Kearsley scored the game’s next 
five points and never lost that lead. 
  But  it wasn’t  like  the Eagles ever quit 
either.  In  fact,  their  defensive  effort  was 
pretty  impressive  for  most  of  the  game, 
particularly  in  the  second  half.  Trailing 
24-12 at the half, the Eagles used that de-
fense to muster a comeback.
  Forcing  Kearsley  into  four  turnovers 
and 0-for-4 shooting during the first three 
minutes of the second half, the Eagles be-
gan to make a run. Katelyn Dunleavy hit 
a  layin  and  Dani  Starrs  hit  a  free  throw, 
cutting the gap to 24-15 with 6:17 left in 
the third quarter. About 90 seconds later, 
Sabrina Kinney dished a ball to Stephanie 
Dobias  for  a  converted  jumper. The  lead 
was now just 24-17.
  Linden cut  the gap  to 25-19 with 3:35 
left in the third quarter on a 17-foot jumper 
by Kinney, but never could get any closer, 
despite having three possessions to do so. 
  Kearsley  then  capped  the quarter with 
seven points in the final 1:46 of it, raising 
the gap back to 32-19 just moments after 
it looked like Linden had clawed back into 
the game.
  “We had one shot and a couple of turn-

David’s 
Dabblings
A few thoughts about 
the area’s sports scene 
and some others not 
dealing with sports at all.

GOOD WAY TO END 2010, LIONS
 Just about a month ago, I did something 
it seems I do way too many times with my 
column — I ripped the Detroit Lions.
 At the time, the Lions were 2-9 and still 
trying to find a way to win a road game and 
a division contest.
 It’s amazing how much has changed 
since that article.
 The Lions went from the NFL’s most 
underachieving squad that couldn’t do 
anything right, to one that, suddenly, could 
do little wrong.
 In one week, they erased their first 
demon with a victory against Green Bay, 
ending their long losing streak within the 
division. The next week, they ended their 
NFL record-long road game losing streak.
 And it didn’t stop there. The Lions found 
a way to overcome a fourth-quarter deficit 
on the road when they beat Tampa Bay, 
and then capped the season by figuring 
out how to ice a game late with a home win 
against the Vikings.
 Indeed, during these last four weeks, the 
Lions have showed us something. And, 
honestly, it’s nice to be able to say some 
nice things about them. And, just as nice, it 
felt good being able to wear my Lions’ garb 
around with my head lifted high. 
 For much of the season, the Lions 
“looked” like a better team, but it wasn’t 
reflected in the standings. But, now, that’s 
not the case. At 6-10, the Lions won’t be 
mentioned among the NFL’s elite teams, 
but at least they are respectable, and are a 
respectable team with some strengths.
 Amazingly, their biggest strength is on 
defense — the defensive line. Ndamukong 
Suh was a beast, performing better than 
anyone could’ve ever expected. Led by 
his presence, the Lions quickly had one of 
the NFL’s top producing defensive lines in 
football. In many games, their pressure was 
able to mask what is still a very weak back 
seven.
 On offense, Calvin Johnson had the sure-
fire Pro Bowl season I demanded he have 
this year, and the tight ends produced at a 
high level. And while starting quarterback 
Matthew Stafford hardly spent any time on 
the field, the offense still produced. So, it 
was a productive season.
 But, while there were some positives, 
let’s not forget there is still work to do.
THE CHALLENGE AHEAD
 The Lions have progressed, but let’s 
not kid ourselves, they’ve progressed to a 
record that just about every NFL team has 
reached at least a couple of times within 
the last five seasons. As I said a couple 
years back, once the Lions got to this point, 
it’s not like they’ve really earned that much. 
They are just to a point that they should’ve 
never fallen below for much of the last 10 
years.
 Rather, the key is what they do from this 
point and on. Can the Lions improve their 
front seven, get that bruising running back 
or improve the offensive line to the point 
that they can take the next step? Answering 
those questions will be how Martin Mayhew 
will be judged in the near future, not based 
on this 6-10 season. And, honestly, that’s 
how it should be. 
 It’s all right to feel good about prog-
ress, but all we’ve seen is an ‘E’ program 
becoming a ‘D’ program. Taking the next 
steps are much more difficult.
 The goals are already out there. The 
Lions should be playoff contenders next 
season. And, with a good offseason, that 
should be more than possible. I’m reason-
ably optimistic the Lions can take that next 
step, but they have to actually go out and 
do it.
 This year’s end to the season was nice. 
But, it has to lead to something better. 
Really, it didn’t tell us that much about the 
front office. Next year we’ll get our answers.

Linden girls still searching for an offense

overs  in  that  span  and  it  goes  from  six 
points to 13,” Varner said. “We are hurting 
ourselves a little bit. We still have to figure 
a way to get the ball in the right person’s 
hands and to get  that person to shoot the 
ball when they are open.”
  Linden  hit  on  just  9-of-37  shots  from 

STARS
Continued from Page 9
on the floor. She also placed third on 
the bar. Abby Koza won the vault and 
bar,  while  placing  third  on  the  floor 
and  all-around.  Meanwhile,  Blake 
Hutchings won the floor and took sec-
ond in the all-around with seconds in 
the vault and bar.
  The 11-age class was led by Jessica 
Richert, who placed second in the all-
around  with  seconds  on  the  bar  and 
vault. Miranda Stephens was third in 
the  all-around,  taking  second  on  the 
beam  and  third  on  the  bar.  Isabelle 
Brown placed third on the floor.
  For the 12-year-olds, Shaanti Smith 
placed first on the beam and third on 
the vault and floor. Riley Wilson was 
first on the vault and Emily Fay was 
first on the beam.
  Gym Stars competes again on Jan. 
22 in an event held at Hyatt Elemen-
tary School in Linden.

the field and turned the ball over 23 times. 
Kearsley  (2-4)  didn’t  do  that  much  bet-
ter,  netting  just  12-of-35  shots  from  the 
field,  and  turning  it  over  27  times,  but 
the Hornets did present some sting at the 
free-throw line, converting 12-of-15 shots 
from there. 
  Dunleavy  led  Linden  with  six  points, 
six rebounds and three steals. Sargent had 
four steals and four rebounds. Kinney fin-
ished  with  five  points.  The  game’s  only 
double-digit  scorer  was  Kearsley’s  La-
Trece Robinson with 11 points.
  Linden hosts Lapeer East Friday at 6 p.m.

TRI-COUNTY TIMES | MARK BOLEN

Linden’s Jordan Sargent (right) fights with a Kearsley player for the ball in the Eagles’ 
37-23 loss to the Hornets Monday night. 
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been remodeled!

• Country club style 
clubhouse 
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1 and 2 Bedroom apts.
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central air, pool and picnic 
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www.cormorantco.com    

*Call for details. EHO

LaFonda
Apartments

In Fenton

CHECK YOUR AD! 
Report errors immediately. 
The Tri-County Times will 
only be responsible for 
the first day of incorrect 

publication.

1Personal 
notices

3Help 
Wanted

RECEPTIONIST. RESPONSI-
BILITIES include answering 
c a l l s ,  g r e e t i n g  c l i e n t s , 
scheduling appointments, 
booking travel arrangements, 
filing and general office duties. 
Applicant must posess a 
professional, positive, helpful,  
courteous attitude and work 
well with others. An excellent 
command of the Engl ish 
language, both written and 
spoken is required. Impeccable, 
professional appearance is 
a must. Applicant must be 
proficient in Microsoft Word and 
Outlook. Knowledge of Excel is 
helpful. Must be organized and 
able to multi task. Only if you 
meet all of these qualifications, 
email a cover letter, resume 
and at least three references 
to advisorads@hotmail.com. 

TRAVEL AGENT -  we are  
looking for experienced agents.  
810-238-7480.

3Help 
Wanted

CARE PROVIDERS!
Husband/Wife team can 
help you no matter what 

your needs are:
We will take you to doctor 

appointments, pick up 
your prescriptions and 
other shopping. We will 

dispense medication, do 
light housekeeping, meal 
preparation, or just stop 
in daily to check on you. 
We can help you daily, 
weekly, or occasionally. 
Overnight stays can also 

be arranged. 
We are experienced and

 CPR certified.
 810-735-5910, 810-513-

1646, 810-265-6814. 
References from past 

satisfied clients. 

4Employment  
Wanted

GET YOUR Local news online 
everyday. visit www.tctimes.com.

2010 CHEVY Silverado, 1500 
crew cab, black/black interior, 
23,000 miles. Below blue book. 
Must sell, $23,900 firm. Serious 
inquiries only, 586-588-1212. 

8aCars 
For Sale

FENTON TWP. - 12 apartments 
on 2.5 acres, discounted 
$250,000, NOW  - $325,000.  
Quick sale, terms.  810-629-
8694, 810-964-3472, 810-735-
6887.

15real Estate 
For Sale

FENTON - LOON waterfront 
and wooded lots.  $16,000 
and up.  Quick sale, terms.  
810-629-8694, 810-964-3472, 
810-735-6887.

OLD GRAVEL TRUCK ROAD, 
starts at Hartland Road and 
runs to Genesee County line. 
Total acreage 9.5 acres. Road 
is 80’ in width with an additional 
split off towards Parkin Lane. 
$6,100 per acre. Can call on 
this property between 7:30-
5p.m., Monday-Friday, phone 
810-459-9190, ask for Vaughn.

16Vacant Land 
For Sale

GREAT 1,248 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 
2 bath home.  Only 1 available!  
$650/month. 810-714-1200.

NEW HOME for The New Year.  
Great 1,568 sq. ft. home, 3 
bedroom, 2 bath, fireplace.  
$750/month. 810-714-1200.

17Manufactured 
Homes

GREAT 1,248 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 
2 bath home.  Only 1 available!  
$650/month. 810-714-1200.

NEWLY REMODELED, 3 
bedroom, close to downtown 
Linden, washer/dryer, no pets, 
non-smoking. $700/month plus 
security, utilities. 810-730-3567.

N I C E  T W O  b e d r o o m 
t o w n h o u s e  i n  F e n t o n . 
Appliances, washer and dryer 
included, no pets. $575 month 
plus deposit.  810-750-1214.

21real Estate 
For rent

1 BEDROOM COTTAGE, 
Argentine.  $450 per month 
plus utilities.  Call Terry,  248-
961-4611.

3 BEDROOM, 2.5 bath, full 
basement, 5 acres. $1,200/
month. Call Randy, 734-740-
0805. 

BYRON - LARGE 3 bedroom. 
$650 + gas/electric, newly 
remodeled wi th storage, 
laundry hook-up, central air.  
Pets OK. 989-225-1197.

NEW HOME for The New 
Year.  Great 1,568 sq. ft. home, 
3 bedroom, 2 bath, fireplace.  
$750/month. 810-714-1200.

21real Estate 
For rent

22Office/retail

BEST RATE IN TOWN! 
Lake Winds Plaza, 

Fenton! PERFECT office 
enviroment! 

Office suites: 1,080 sq. 
ft. or 1,350 sq. ft. 

Great parking, no NNN, 
brokers protected!  
Call 248-884-8167.

VARIOUS ROOMS and suites. 
North Towne Professional 
Centre, 810-714-3103. 

EFFICIENCY PRICE - share 
l iv ing quarters,  inc ludes 
utilities, private bath. Call for 
details,  248-634-4997.

FENTON LAKE near - one 
month FREE! 1 and 2 bedroom, 
semi-furnished, nice, no pets. 
$375 up.  810-629-8694, 810-
964-3472, 810-735-6887.

FENTON ONE and  two 
b e d r o o m  a p a r t m e n t s .  
$425/$525.   Water / t rash 
included, close to freeway. 
810-629-4957.

23rooms/
Apartments 

For rent

HOLLY - ONE MONTH FREE! 
Ranch apartments, fireplaces, 
porches, front yards, front 
door parking, private entry, pet 
friendly, central location. Call 
for move in specials! 248-
634-3300.

LINDEN -   ONE and two 
bedrooms. Close to park and 
lake. Heat included. $475/$550 
per month. 810-629-4957.

23rooms/
Apartments 

For rent

26Misc. 
For Sale

TRI-COUNTY TIMES PHOTOS 
- Any staff photo published 
in the Tri-County Times can 
be purchased by calling 810-
433-6797.  

Misc. 
Wanted 27

ALL SCRAP metals picked 
up including appliances. We 
buy scrap cars/trucks, farm 
equipment/motor homes. 810-
730-7514, 810-449-0045.

29Household 
For Sale

BROYHILL LOVESEAT  - 
glider and side chair; Berkley 
stone leather rocker recliner. 
All excellent condition! 810-
772-6671. 

31Lost & 
Found

FOUND -  BLACK kitten, 3 
months old on January 3, 2011 
in front of State Bank in Linden. 
810-908-3492.

34Pets

WELSH CORGI puppies, 11 
weeks old.  2 tri-color females, 
$400, ready to go!  810-655-
6962, after 5p.m.

82Legal 
notices

ACCESS STORAGE will 
dispose of contents of the 

following Units:
D45-R. Burns;

R63-M. Lewis-Baker 
on January 21, 2011,
3122 Grange Hall Rd.,

Holly, MI 48442.
248-634-3533.

 FORECLOSURE NOTICE   This firm 
is a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt. Any information obtained will 
be used for this purpose. If you are in 
the Military, please contact our office at 
the number listed below. MORTGAGE 
SALE - Default has been made in the 
conditions of a certain mortgage made by: 
Kelly G Horton, a Single Man and Diana L 
Hat-field, a Single Woman to Ameriquest 
Mortgage Company, Mortgagee, dated 
June 25, 2004 and recorded July 13, 
2004 in Instrument # 200407130075258 
Genesee  County  Records , 
Michigan and assigned through 
mesne assignments to: Deutsche 
Bank National Trust Company, as 
Trustee for Ameriquest Mortgage 
Securities Inc., Asset-Backed Pass-
Through Certificates, Series 2004-R9 
by assignment of mortgage dated 
December 28, 2010 and subsequently 
recorded in Genesee County Records, 
Michigan, on which mortgage there is 
claimed to be due at the date hereof 
the sum of Ninety-Six Thousand Two 
Hundred Seven Dollars and Five Cents 
($96,207.05) including interest 7.15% 
per annum.   Under the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage and the statute 
in such case made and provided, notice 
is hereby given that said mortgage will 
be foreclosed by a sale of the mortgaged 
premises, or some part of them, at public 
vendue, Circuit Court of Genesee County 
at 10:00AM on February 2, 2011 Said 
premises are situated in Township of 
Genesee, Genesee County, Michigan, 
and are described as: Lot 226, Calumet 
Woods No. 2, according to the plat thereof 
recorded in Liber 31 on Pages 4 and 
5, Township of Genesee, Genesee 
County, Michigan. Commonly known 
as 4131 Sandpiper, Flint MI 48506 The 
redemption period shall be 6 months from 
the date of such sale, unless determined 
abandoned in accordance with MCL 
600.3241 or MCL 600.3241a, in which 
case the redemption period shall be 
30 days from the date of such sale, or 
upon the expiration of the notice required 
by MCL 600.3241a(c), whichever is 
later. Dated: 1/05/2011 Deutsche Bank 
National Trust Company, as Trustee for 
Ameriquest Mortgage Securities Inc., 
Asset-Backed Pass-Through Certificates, 
Series 2004-R9 Assignee of Mortgagee 
Attorneys: Potestivo & Associates, P.C. 
811 South Blvd. Suite 100 Rochester 
Hills, MI 48307 (248) 844-5123 Our File 
No: 10-33336

Ad #8741: 2011-01-05  2011-01-12, 2011-
01-19 2011-01-26 

82Legal 
notices
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Obituaries, Funeral Services and Memoriums
 NOTICE This firm is a debt collector 
attempting to collect a debt. Any 
information obtained will be used for 
this purpose. If you are in the Military, 
please contact our office at the number 
listed below. Not-withstanding, if the 
debt secured by this property was 
discharged in a Chapter 7 Bankruptcy 
proceeding, this notice is NOT an attempt 
to collect that debt. You are presently in 
default under your Mortgage Security 
Agreement, and the Mortgage Holder may 
be contemplating the commencement of 
foreclosure proceedings under the terms 
of that Agreement and Michigan law. You 
have no legal obligation to pay amounts 
due under the discharged note. A loan 
modification may not serve to revive that 
obligation. However, in the event you 
wish to explore options that may avert 
foreclosure, please contact our office at 
the number listed below. Attention: The 
following notice shall apply only if the 
property encumbered by the mortgage 
described below is claimed as a principal 
residence exempt from tax under section 
7cc of the general property tax act, 1893 
PA 206, MCL 211.7cc. Attention Jay B 
Taylor and Joan M Taylor, regarding the 
property at 16146 Valcrest Dr Linden, 
MI 48451. The following notice does 
not apply if you have previously agreed 
to modify the mortgage loan under 
section 3205b. 3205a, 3205b and 3205c 
do not apply unless the terms of the 
modified mortgage loan entered into were 
complied with for one year after the date 
of the modification. You have the right to 
request a meeting with your mortgage 
holder or mortgage servicer. Potestivo 
& Associates, P.C. is the designee with 
authority to make agreements under 
MCL 600.3205b and MCL 600.3205c, 
and can be contacted at: 811 South Blvd., 
Suite 100 Rochester Hills, MI 48307 (248) 
844-5123. You may also contact a housing 
counselor. For more information, contact 
the Michigan State Housing Development 
Authority (MSHDA) by visiting www.
michigan.gov/mshda or calling (866) 
946-7432. If you request a meeting with 
Potestivo & Associates, P.C. within 14 
days after the notice required under MCL 
600.3205a(1) is mailed, then foreclosure 
proceedings will not commence until at 
least 90 days after the date said notice 
was mailed. If an agreement to modify 
the mortgage loan is reached and you 
abide by the terms of the agreement, 
the mortgage will not be foreclosed. You 
have the right to contact an attorney and 
can obtain contact information through 
the State Bar of Michigan’s Lawyer 
Referral Service at (800) 968-0738. 
Dated: January 5, 2011. Potestivo & 
Associates, P.C. 811 South Blvd. Suite 
100 Rochester Hills, MI 48307 (248) 
844-5123 information may be faxed to 
(248)267-3004, Attention: Loss Mitigation 
Our File No: 10-34486

Ad #8662: 2011-01-05

 NOTICE This firm is a debt collector 
attempting to collect a debt. Any 
information obtained will be used for 
this purpose. If you are in the Military, 
please contact our office at the number 
listed below. Not-withstanding, if the 
debt secured by this property was 
discharged in a Chapter 7 Bankruptcy 
proceeding, this notice is NOT an attempt 
to collect that debt. You are presently in 
default under your Mortgage Security 
Agreement, and the Mortgage Holder may 
be contemplating the commencement of 
foreclosure proceedings under the terms 
of that Agreement and Michigan law. You 
have no legal obligation to pay amounts 
due under the discharged note. A loan 
modification may not serve to revive that 
obligation. However, in the event you 
wish to explore options that may avert 
foreclosure, please contact our office at 
the number listed below. Attention: The 
following notice shall apply only if the 
property encumbered by the mortgage 
described below is claimed as a principal 
residence exempt from tax under section 
7cc of the general property tax act, 1893 
PA 206, MCL 211.7cc. Attention Frederick 
A Bearup, regarding the property at 
10235 Clio Rd Clio, MI 48420. The 
following notice does not apply if you 
have previously agreed to modify the 
mortgage loan under section 3205b. 
3205a, 3205b and 3205c do not apply 
unless the terms of the modified mortgage 
loan entered into were complied with for 
one year after the date of the modification. 
You have the right to request a meeting 
with your mortgage holder or mortgage 
servicer. Potestivo & Associates, P.C. 
is the designee with authority to make 
agreements under MCL 600.3205b and 
MCL 600.3205c, and can be contacted 
at: 811 South Blvd., Suite 100 Rochester 
Hills, MI 48307 (248) 844-5123. You may 
also contact a housing counselor. For 
more information, contact the Michigan 
State Housing Development Authority 
(MSHDA) by visiting www.michigan.
gov/mshda or calling (866) 946-7432. If 
you request a meeting with Potestivo & 
Associates, P.C. within 14 days after the 
notice required under MCL 600.3205a(1) 
is mailed, then foreclosure proceedings 
will not commence until at least 90 days 
after the date said notice was mailed. If 
an agreement to modify the mortgage 
loan is reached and you abide by the 
terms of the agreement, the mortgage 
will not be foreclosed. You have the right 
to contact an attorney and can obtain 
contact information through the State Bar 
of Michigan’s Lawyer Referral Service 
at (800) 968-0738. Dated: January 5, 
2011. Potestivo & Associates, P.C. 811 
South Blvd. Suite 100 Rochester Hills, MI 
48307 (248) 844-5123 information may be 
faxed to (248)267-3004, Attention: Loss 
Mitigation Our File No: 11-34551

Ad #8738: 2011-01-05

lewis C. 
Benfield, Jr.
1924-2011
Lewis C. Benfield, Jr. - 
age 86, of Davisburg, 
died January 1, 2011 at 
Manistee Medical Care 
Facility in Manistee, MI 
after a long battle with 
cancer. Lewie was born 
on April 18, 1924 in 
Riverdale, MI to Ella Mae 
(Hardy) and Lewis C. 
Benfield, Sr. He was the 
youngest of six children. 
His parents and siblings 
all preceded him in death. 
Lewie served in the US 
Army and was stationed 
in Berlin at the end of 
WWII. In 1951 he mar-
ried Lois Jean Nichols 
and settled in Davisburg. 
Lewie was a gifted crafts-
man and cabinet maker, 
and he served as Spring-
field Township Building 
Inspector for over 25 
years. He enjoyed fishing 
in Ontario with his sons, 
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. He also 
enjoyed early morning 
visits to the “coffee table” 
with several of his good 
friends. He attended 
First Baptist Church and 
participated in prayer 
meetings at Hope Alive 
Assembly, both in Holly. 
He is survived by Lois 
Jean Benfield of Traverse 
City; his sons Rex (Kristin) 
Benfield of Free Soil and 
Ned (Lin) Benfield of Tra-
verse City; grandchildren, 
Jay Benfield (Christine 
Darcy) of Stafford, VA 
and Daniel and Elia 
Benfield of Traverse City. 
His great-grandchildren, 
Alyssa, Zachary, Joshua, 
and Matthew Benfield 
all reside in Virginia and 
nieces and nephews 
include Nancy Cummings 
of Florida and John Young 
of North Carolina. Lewie 
is also survived by his 
dear friend Connie Gilson 
and by his best buddy 
and partner in adven-
tures, Roger Pratt. Funeral 
services will be held at 
11 AM Friday, January 7, 
2011 at the Dryer Funeral 
Home, Holly with Pastor 
Robert Fish officiating. 
Military honors and burial 
will be in Great Lakes 
National Cemetery, Holly. 
Visitation will be from 6-9 
PM Thursday. Memorial 
donations may be made 
to the Oakdale Christian 
Academy, 5801 Beattyville 
Rd., Jackson, KY 41339. 
www.dryerfuneralhome-
holly.com. 

dorothy C. 
Burke
1939-2010
Dorothy C. Burke - A Mass 

of Chris-
tian Burial 
was 
offered 
at 11AM 
Monday 
at St. 
Michael’s 
Ro-

man Catholic Church in 
Canfield for Dorothy C. 
Burke, 71, who died early 
Thursday morning. She 
was born June 8, 1939 
in Detroit, MI a daughter 
of   Joseph “Clint” and 
Flora D. (Pearce) Lauer.
She was a 1957 graduate 
of Fenton High School in 
Michigan and she achieved 
a Masters of Education 
degree from Eastern 
Michigan University. She 
worked as a special educa-
tion teacher for Canfield 
Middle School for 30 years, 
retiring in 2004. A member 
of St. Michael’s Church, 
she was also a mem-
ber of the Ohio Cultural 
Association, Applewood 
Woman’s Golf League, 
and the Saxon Club.  She 
was also President of the 
Mahoning Valley Retired 
Teachers Association. She 
served as a docent at the 
Butler Institute of American 
Art and was Past Presi-
dent of the Colony Dance 
Club.  Dorothy was the first 
female board member of 
OHSAA, officiated swim 
meets, helped establish the 
Canfield High School Swim 
Team, and was a tutor with 
the “Power Of The Pen” 
and “Flying High” pro-
grams. In her spare time, 
Dorothy was an avid golfer 
and swimmer. She will be 
sadly missed by her two 
sons, Christopher Burke of 
San Diego, CA and Andrew 
Burke of Columbus, OH; a 
brother, Mike (Sue) Lauer 
of Weatherford, TX; a sister, 
M. Marie Lauer (Grahame 
Larson) of East Lansing, 
MI;  her companion of 
18 years, Jack Hamilton 
of Boardman, OH; four 
grandchildren, Alexandra, 
Brittney, Andrew, and  
Padraich; and five nieces,  
Heather, Alison, Andrea, 
Bridget, and Erika. Friends 
called from 2-4 PM Sunday 
at the Lane Funeral Home 
Canfield Chapel. A brief 
graveside committal ser-
vice took place at 12 noon 
on Tuesday at St. John 
Catholic Church Cemetery 
in Fenton, MI.  In lieu of 
flowers memorial contribu-
tions may be made to The 
Butler Institute of American 
Art in Dorothy’s memory.  
Family and friends may 
view this obituary and send 
condolences at www.lane-
funeralhomes.com.

Timothy J. 
kramer, Sr. 
1956-2010
Timothy J. Kramer, Sr. - 

age 54, 
of Holly, 
died 
Friday,  
Decem-
ber 31, 
2010. 
Funeral 
services 

will be held at 11 AM 
Wednesday, January 5, 
2011 at the Dryer Funeral 
Home, Holly with Rev. 
Dennis Saulino officiat-
ing. Burial and military 
honors will be at Great 
Lakes National Cemetery, 
Holly. Visitation was from 
4-9 PM Monday and from 
2-5 and 7-9 PM Tuesday. 
Mr. Kramer was born in 
Pontiac on May 28, 1956 
the son of Bill and Patricia 
(Stiles) Kramer. He was 
a US Army veteran and 
was retired from UPS. He 
was an avid outdoorsman, 
and he especially enjoyed 
duck and geese hunt-
ing. Surviving are his wife 
Lori; 6 children, Timothy 
Kramer Jr. of Holly, Rozlyn 
(John) Whiteherse of 
Owosso, Edward Kramer 
of Owosso, Shaun Moore 
of Holly, Rachelle Moore 
of CA, and Logan Kramer 
of Holly; 7 grandchildren, 
Kayley Whiteherse, Ethan 
Moore, Sydney White-
herse, Alex Moore, Max 
Kramer, Hailey Soriano, 
and Angelina Soriano; 
father Bill Kramer of Holly; 
sister Sue Moses of Holly; 
and brothers Douglas 
Kramer of TN, Christopher 
Kramer of Grand Blanc, 
and Erin Kramer of Wa-
terford. He was preceded 
in death by his mother 
Patricia Kramer. Memorial 
donations may be made 
to the American Cancer 
Society. www.dryerfuner-
alhomeholly.com. 

norman Thomas 
Brehmer
1945-2011
Norman Thomas Brehmer- 

age 65, of 
Fenton, 
died very 
sud-
denly on 
Monday, 
January 
3, 2011 at 
McLaren 

Regional Medical Center. 
Funeral services will be held 
1 PM Thursday, January 
6, 2011 at Sharp Funeral 
Homes, Fenton Chapel, 
1000 Silver Lake Rd., Fenton. 
Visitation was held 7-9 PM 
Tuesday, 3-5 and also will 
be held 7-9 PM Wednesday. 
Those desiring may make 
contributions to the Humane 
Society. Norman was born 
May 28, 1945 in Detroit, the 
son of Thomas and Helen 
Mary (Pugh) Brehmer. He 
was a 1963 graduate of Uni-
versity of Detroit High School 
and attended Detroit Institute 
of Technology. Mr Brehmer 
was with Deweys Auto Cen-
ter since 1977 and retired 
as owner in 2009. He was a 
member of Fenton Chamber 
of Commerce. Surviving 
are: daughters, Amy and 
husband Jesse Wimbrow 
of Howell, Stephanie and 
husband Mark McGinnis of 
Ortonville; five grandchildren, 
Dylan, Carson and Caleb 
Wimbrow, Jason and Allison 
McGinnis; mother, Helen 
Mary Brehmer of Southfield; 
sister, Kathleen H. Etue of 
Warren; brother, Kenneth 
and wife Marge Brehmer of 
Traverse City; sister, Margaret 
and husband Kenneth Pierce 
of Royal Oak. He was pre-
ceded in death by his father. 
Tributes may be posted on 
the obituaries page of www.
sharpfuneralhomes.com. 
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Pay your bills online

LOOK FOR THIS
tctimes 
www.

.com

Sudoku
Play

Online
www.tctimes.com/games/sudoku/

Visit www.tctimes.com
timesonline

view
obituariesonline
Obituaries updated daily online!

810-629-0723
Closed Mondays 

Open Tues.-Sat. 10-3pm
and Sundays 1-4pm 

Hi, I’m Sandy
Howie WOWIE!   
He is 3-4 and 
would be the 
perfect business 
or therapy dog 
because he  
LOVES everyone!

Sandy is a  
declawed,  

8 month old 
affectionate girl 

looking for a 
companion.

We Need HomeS!

SpoNSored by:

Hi,  I’m  Howie

SpoNSored by:

Kerton Lumber Co.
1122 N. Saginaw St. • Holly, MI 

 248-634-8951
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-5:30pm • Sat. 7:30am-1:00pm

A Friend for Life!

 1401 East Court St. Flint, MI 48503
810-762-0200 • www.mcc.edu

Visit our new location!

13575 Fenton Rd.
 in Fenton
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servicedirectory
TRI-COUNTY

Spoil them 
with a manicure!

LiSa Branham
810-922-6553

I’ll come to you 
for no additional charge!

• Shut-ins • Seniors  • Lunch Hour 
Office Manicures • Bridal Parties 

• Pedicure Parties 

Need a 
gift idEa 

for someone who 
has everything?

traveLing 
manicuriSt

Whether they’re male or female, 
everyone likes a little pampering!

www.CraftsmenElectrical.com 

Look No Further! 

Are you looking for a 
Clean, Courteous, On -

Time, Electrical Expert? 

 

810-629-6968 
Licensed & Insured 
Guaranteed Work 
Serving the Fenton  
Area Since 1947 

Newman Bros.
excavating
248-634-9057

• Ponds • Roads 
• Basements • Septics 

• Site Grading • Top Soil
• All Gravel Products

In business since 1964

Get rid of those

ugly stumps

FRee estIMates

(810) 730-7262
(810) 629-9215

owner/operator Dan Poyner

FenCed yaRd 
aCCessIbIlIty
d&s stuMp  
GRIndInG

stuMp GRIndInG 
seRvICes

InsuRed

or

HAndyMAn
MikE

All types of home improvements
Give me a call, I do it all!
810-964-9559

Matthew a. Sleva
Wood Floors, LLC

Since 1984

InSured
Free eStIMateS

810-577-5198

- Installation -
- Finishing -

- Resurfacing - 
- 99% Dust Free -

Attention
Homeowners

Painting any interior room. $70 or less; 
Exterior specials. Since 1976.  

810-793-1260Insured

Electrical

Adult Care

CARE PROVIDERS!
Husband/Wife team can 
help you no matter what 

your needs are:
We will take you to doctor 

appointments, pick up 
your prescriptions and 
other shopping. We will 
dispense medication, do 
light housekeeping, meal 
preparation, or just stop 
in daily to check on you. 
We can help you daily, 
weekly, or occasionally. 
Overnight stays can also 

be arranged. 
We are experienced and

 CPR certified.
 810-735-5910, 810-513-

1646, 810-265-6814. 
References from past 

satisfied clients. 

Child Care

R E G I S T E R E D  L I N D E N 
childcare available. Safe, 
n u r t u r i n g  a n d  l o v i n g . 
Reasonable price. Immediate 
openings. Sue,  810-735-2630. 

Excavating

Fencing

Handyman

Hardwood 
Flooring

nails

Painting/
Wallpapering

Total Painting
810-577-6263
Residential/Commercial

Interior/Exterior • Senior Discounts

10% Holiday Discount
January - March

Snow Plowing/ 
removal

Stump grinding

affORd
Now you can

the beautiful

fENCiNg
you’ve always wanted!

810-735-7967

Buy your own fence from your 
favorite home-improvement 

store and we’ll install it at our
LOW-COST LABOR 

ONLY CHARGE

For rates and service
 information call: 

(810)
433-6800

Wireless  
internet

Reliable, 
affordable wireless 

Internet service

AFFORDABLE PRIVATE 
CARE - 24 hour care, 
lovely Linden home for 
senior woman.  Private 
room, home cooked 
meals, in-room cable 

and phone, medication 
management, facilitate 
doctor visits, laundry/

linens, hair/nails, 
assisted bath/grooming. 
Serenity/peace of mind.  

Call for appointment, 
810-397-0549.

•snow removal•
•Firewood•

810.965.4087

Year after year, the Tri-County Times is 
honored by earning top awards for its Clas-
sified Advertising section. While we appre-
ciate these honors, what is truly rewarding 
involves the little stories, the occasions when 

we can help members of the community 
without a penny exchanging hands. This 
happened again recently when a family was 
prepared to place a classified ad to help find 
their beloved German Shepard, who ran away 
from home. At the same time, another family 

a few miles away, called to place a classified 
ad to help locate the home of a German 
Shepard they found wandering in their 
subdivision. Thanks to the quick action 

of our Classified Advertising representa-
tives, the two families were connected and 
the four-legged family member is safe at home, 
once again proving that the Tri-County Times 
classified ads work, in more ways than one.  

(810) 629-8194

Classified ads work...
(even before they’re published)
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FEntOn
1437 n. LErOy St.

(across from vG’s)
(810)750-0551

LIndEn
612 W. BrOad St.

(alpine plaza)
(810)735-9481

rEmEmBEr thE SIdES!

Deep Dish Pepperoni (8 slices) ....................... $700

Ultimate Supreme ........................... $1000

Pepperoni , Sausage, Mushroom, Green Pepper & Onion (8 slices)

3 Meat Treat® Pepperoni, Sausage & Bacon (8 slices) . $800

Hula Hawaiian® Pineapple & Ham (8 slices)......... $650

Group Size Pizza Price
 (2 slices/person) (plus tax)

12 People 3 Large Pizzas $15
20 People 5 Large Pizzas $25
32 People 8 Large Pizzas $40
48 People 12 Large Pizzas $60

$5

Crazy Combo® .................. $299

Crazy Breads® & Crazy Sauce® (8 piece order)

Caesar Wings® .................. $500

Oven Roasted, BBQ or Buffalo (10 piece order)

Italian Cheese Bread ......... $399

(10 piece order)

Caesar Dips® ....59¢or 2for$100

Buffalo, BBQ, Ranch, Buttery Garlic, Buffalo Ranch 
& Cheezy Jalapeno

2-Liter Beverage ............... $199

Pepsi®,Diet Pepsi®, Mountain Dew®, Diet Mountain 
Dew®, Sierra Mist®, Root Beer or Orange


